IRONDEQUOIT
STORY

•

by
MAUDE

I.

WEST,

Town H istorian

IRONDEQUOIT
STORY

A History
of the Town of Irondequoit
(Suburb of Rochester, County of Monroe, State of New York)
COVERING THE YEARS

1839 ... 1957

Collected and Compiled
by
MAUDE

I.

WEST,

ToU?n Historian

Published by
The Town of Irondequoit

Library of Congress Card Catalogue No.

57~12431

DEDICATION
No more fitting dedication for this book could be found or written
than that which is inscribed on the Centennial Plaque in our
present Town Hall, which reads as follows:

"To

THE CITIZENS OF IRONDEQUOIT IN HONOR OF

THE PIONEERS WHO LEFT THEIR PEACEFUL HOMES
AND LOCATED BEFORE

1809

IN THIS FEVER-BREEDING,

DESOLATE, AND FORBIDDING LAND AND WITH THEIR
SUCCESSORS CLEARED THE FORESTS AND EXCITED THE
EARTH TO PRODUCTION, THEREBY CHANGING IT TO A
GARDEN SPOT AND ONE OF THE BEST PLACES IN THE
WORLD TO LIVE."

FOREWORD
At the request of the students and teachers of Local History in
Irondequoit schools, your Town Historian has attempted to present
in the following pages and as accurately as possible, a picture of
life as it was lived in this area more than a century ago, and to
bring up to the date of this writing a story of our inheritance and
a reminder of the privileges we have of living in this community.
Maude I. West

Irondequoit, New York

April 1957
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BACKGROUND OF THE AREA
AND ITS PEOPLE
Early Inhabitants
"Realm of the Senecas! No more
In shadow lies the Pleasant Vale;
Gone are the Chiefs who ruled of yore,
Like chaff before the rushing gale.
Their rivers run with narrowed bounds,
Cleared are their broad old hunting grounds,
And on their ancient hattie fields
The greensward to the plowman yields;
Like mocking echoes of the hill
Their fame resounded and grew still,
And on green ridge and level plain
Their hearths will never smoke again."
Y onnondio by William H. C. Hosmer
Not many of us think of Irondequoit as old Indian territory,
but we do know that Irondequoit is an Indian name. We spell it
I-r-o-n-d-e-q-u-o-i-t, but one historian tells us that he has discovered more than fifty different spellings for it. Here are some of
them:
Tiorondequat
The-run-de-quot
Iron-de-gatt
Tehe-oron-tok
"Qua-or quoi" is from the Huron "Kwa" meaning "Toward the
Sunrise."
Several meanings have been given to the word, such as :
"Where the Lake turns aside."
"The Bay."
"Where the waters meet and die."
One of these names has been adopted by Irondequoit High
School for their Senior Annual. It is Neo-da-on-da-quat.
Someone has warned, "In trying to pronounce these different
Indian spellings, watch out you don't put a permanent wave in
your tongue."
1

Probably the first white men to visit this region were the
French. They found the country possessed by Seneca Indians, the
most powerful and warlike tribe of the Iroquois, who were known
as the "Keepers of the Western Door." They were not thought
to have established any villages in Irondequoit, but the many trails
which crossed this locality, together with Irondequoit Bay and the
upper Genesee River, were their main highways of travel. The
"Land of the Senecas" extended from Seneca Lake on the east
to Niagara River on the west and from Lake Ontario on the north
to Tioga Point, Susquehanna River , on the south.

It is now believed that the Iroquois Indians were living in
New York State 150 years before Columbus discovered America. These tribes-the Mohawks , Onondagas , Cayugas, Oneidas
?nd Senecas and later the Tuscaroras-were united into a Confederacy or loose union, by the time the Europeans arrived ·on
these shores. Hiawatha is said to have been one of the great Iroquois leaders and legend has it that he was the leader most responsible for the Confederacy. His advice was , " Let us have one voice,
one pipe and one war club." By this he meant that the tribes
should cease to fight one another from time to time and live in
peace. Not bad advice for the world today!
Archeologists tell us that there were people in this locality as
lon\1 ago as the Archaic Period ( 3500 B. C . ) To prove this, Mr.
Vvilliam Klem of 203 Laverne Road has qiven to the historian his
collection of arrow points, about fifty of .;_,hich archeologist Alfred
K. Guthe of the Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences has identified as belonging to this period.
Mr. Klem found these points on his farm on St. Paul Boulevard. It is thought that these early people were hunters and fishermen , who came in small wandering groups and did not establish
homes as the later Indians did . Recent relics (Oct. 7, 1956) found
near Honeoye Lake tell of this Vine Valley Culture.
These names all refer to Irondequoit Bay. of course, from
which the Town derived its name. Irondequoit Bay was found on
all the New World maps as early as 1600.

Bay Once Part of Ancient River
If they had been born thousands of years ago, to-day's promotors of the plan for a navigable channel between Lake Ontario
and Irondequoit Bay would have found their work unnecessary. It
is a story that is well known to geologists, but not to thousands
of people who have spent their lives in and around Rochester.
Many thousands of years ago the river, flowing north through
a valley of its own making, turned eastward in what now is the
Town of Rush. After a few miles in the easterly direction, the river
resumed a northward course and flowed through what is now East
Rochester, Ellison Park and Irondequoit Bay.
2
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Two Genesees? University of Rochester map shows where Genesee River flowed
thousands of years ago.

But then came the glacial period-the Ice Age.
As William D. Merrill, a former University of Rochester Pro~
fessor of Biology once explained it: "There came out of the north
a huge ugly icesheet, advancing, retreating, advancing, retreating,
several times. It dumped so much rubbish into this east~and~west
stretch of the old river near Rush, that the river had to cut a new
channel down to the lake."
One result was the formation of the "new" Genesee River
gorge with its falls in what now is Rochester. Another was the
transformation of parts of the old river valley into what now are
Irondequoit Bay and the hills of Ellison Park.
3

The French and English in America
THE FRENCH
The earliest French explorer known to have visited this local~
ity was LaSalle. In 1669. he sailed up Irondequoit Bay as far as
what we now know as Ellison Park. Looking for a route to the
interior of the continent, he sought to have the Senecas guide him
and his men by way of their Indian trails. LaSalle brought Fran~
ciscan and Sulpitian missionaries with him and thus thought to
pave the way for more friendly relations with the Indians. More
than thirty years before LaSalle came. or about 1635, other mis~
sionaries who had arrived with Champlain and Cartier on the
continent had heard of this region and wrote concerning the
country and its inhabitants. These are the earliest written ac~
counts of this section and may be found in books concerning
Jesuit relations preserved in the archives of Canada .
On the grounds of Mercy High School in Rochester may be
found a plaque bearing this inscription:
In Commemoration of
The first building for Christian worship
in the Rochester and Irondequoit Valley Area.
"a small cabin of bark of trees
to perform divine service therein."
Erected near this spot in June, 1679
by the Franciscan Recollect Missionaries
Reverend Louis Hennepin
Reverend Gabriel de la Ribourde
Revered Zenobe Membre
And in Memory of
other early missionaries and explorers
who visited the region of Irondequoit Bay:
Reverend Rene Galinee, Sulpitian. 1669
Reverend Dallier de Casson. Sulpitian. 1669
( Asociates of Sieur de LaSalle)
Reverend Julien Garnier, Jesuit. 1684. and
Reverend Pierre Charlevoix, S. J. Historian, 1721
who grafically described the locality
of Irondequoit Bay with "its pretty river
winding between two beautiful meadows."
This tablet was erected on October 13, 1943, through the
generosity of Herman G. Hetzler; research by A . M. Stewart,
Rochester. N.Y.
The Senecas were friendly to the French and invited them to
their feasts. It is said that these early explorers were the first to
eat "hot dog" in western New York. They were actually fed
three~pound chunks of dog meat. together with other foods such as
squash and beans. The Indians· did' not, however, furnish them
guides or point out their secret trails and LaSalle was obliged to
return to the lake and seek other ways of entering the continent.
Louis XIV. then King of France. was dissatisfied with the way
things were going, so he appointed a new Governor General of
Canada with instruction to invade the Seneca country and take the
land for France.
4

MAP OF DENONVILLE CAMPAIGN
A. Landing point at Irondequoit Bay, l·uly 10, 1687, Site of stockade to protect
boats and supplies.
B. Camp on night of July 12th.
C. First defile, Irondequoit Landing, where French expected to be ambu•hed.
D. Second defile, Jeschys Mills, Crossing of Irondequoit Creek between Pittsford
and Bushnell Basin.
E. Third defile, scene of ambush during afternoon of July 13th and camp of that
night.
F. Fort Hili-A stockaded fortification of the Senecas, burned July 15th by the French,
and their camp of July 17th.
H. Camp of July 23, while the army was returning to the lake from Totiakton.
Bronze memorial tablet, erected upon a quartzite boulder base, marking the site
of Indian Landing, in Ellison Park. Exercises of dedication held September 15, 1928.
{FROM ROCHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY P\1BLICATION FUND SERIES, VOL . 9.)

LAKE
ONTARIO

\i
I

J\

( !,

Drawn by George B. Selden, Jr., 1925

5

Marquis Denonville was the newly appointed Governor Gen~
era!, and. following instructions, he set out from Canada in 1687
with 1500 French soldiers and 500 Huron Indians, who were dead~
ly enemies of the Iroquois. At the same time he arranged with
Tonti, leader of the neutral Indians living in the region of Niagara,
to meet him with 500 more at the entrance to Irondequoit Bay.
The timing was perfect and Seneca scouts. always on the lookout,
reported that 200 bateaux were arriving from the east and the west
and were landing at the north~east corner of the Bay.
It was a motley army, speaking a variety of tongues~Denon~
ville's regulars in their green uniforms, the colonists in their buck~
skins and homespun, and the savages naked , their bodies bedaubed
with brilliant paint.
Camp was made at the north end of Irondequoit Bay near what
is now Oklahoma Beach. We are very certain of this location be~
cause when Mr. George Harris was excavating for the Rome, Wa~
tertown and Ogdensburg Railroad, about 1874, he found such rei~
ics as rusty gun barrels, iron and stone axes, arrow points and two
human skeletons.
Over the years there has been considerable controversy con~
cerning the route followed by the army. We can only be guided
by what seems the most logical route between given points,, re~
membering that is was the characteristic of the trails to follow the
higher points and avoid the swamps. Mr. Orsamus H. Mr~rshall,
who is the greatest authority on this campaign , and later George
H. Harris. a "devoted student of nature. of our aborigines, our
rocks and our early settlements." both claim that the army fol~
lowed the eastern side of the Bay.
Denonville left 400 men in charge of the camp and set out with
the main body of troops. They marched along Indian trails on the
eC~st side of the Bay and camped the second night at what is now
Float Bridge. From there they proceeded on marked trails to
Victor. the Seneca stronghold on Boughton Hill , where a fierce
battle was fought.
Many lives were lost on both sides. but the French won and
the Indian villages were destroyed with all their crops. The trium~
phant French then went on to Tokiakton (Rochester Junction)
destroying crops and burning villages as they went. Finally they
returned with their many wounded, to their camp on the Bay, and
later left for Canada.
Denonville planned the great strategy in 1687 to gain the empire
of furs, and a short water route to western trading parts, but all
he gained for the French was the everlasting hatred of the Indians.
The Denonville expedition was historically important in that it
steered the Iroquois toward the English camp, and thereby helped
decide the destiny of the English~.speaking of America. Thirty
years later. in 1717, the French returned to Irondequoit Bay and
established a trading post where Sea Breeze is now located. It
was named Fort des Sables. In 1937, at the 250th anniversary of
the Denonville expedition, a marker was placed on the site of the
fort. It reads as follows:
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"Here Denonville's French army landed to invade the Seneca
Country July 12, 1687." (The date should be July 10.)
Mr. Alphonse A. Kolb designed the medal which commemor~
ated this anniversary and has presented two of them to the his~
torian for the Town files.
THE ENGLISH
In 1721, the Colonial Assembly of New York passed an Act
raising 500 pounds to establish an English trading post at the
upper end of Irondequoit Bay near what is now known as Atlan~
tic Avenue. The crude fort overlooked Indian Landing and was
called Fort Schuyler. This was the point where many trails met
and it became a great fur trading _center known as "The Gateway
to the South." Capt. Peter Schuyler Jr. was commissioned with
nine men to defend this lonely outpost but they remained only one
year as it was thought too expensive to maintain the fort for a
longer time. Furs of the Genesee Valley had been depleted and
it was not until white men began to arrive as permanent settlers,
70 years later, that any commercial activity began to develop. A
replica of the old fort, now used by the Scouts, stands on its ori~
gina! site in Ellison Park.
During the French and Indian War of 1759. Irondequoit Bay
saw the movements of armies under Prideaux and Johnson against
the Niagara frontier; and, later, the efforts of Johnson to hold
Indian councils on the Niagara and elsewhere. General Bradstreet
with Sir William Johnson visited Indian Landing in 1764.
During the Revolution, the notorious Colonel Butler for a time
had his headquarters at Irondequoit Landing. The Sullivan Ex~
pedition of 1779. while deeply affecting the Senecas living in this
area, did not actually reach so far north, though its western~most
point was at Cuylerville. then known as Genesee Castle, or Little
Beard's Town. During the War of 1812, Indian Landing was a
very busy place and many expeditions left here with supplies for
the American Army.
Probably every prominent man in the New France period came
to this Bay area of Irondequoit. The Landing there was the great
trading place of the Senecas as it was the entrance into their coun~
try, and for this reason its growth was slow until after the War of
1812 when the fear of the Indians gradually subsided. At one time
durinH the war. the Landing was deserted by the settlers who
feared an attack
The Treasury Department maintained a customs office on
Irondequoit Bay as late as 1868 and employed two inspectors
named Alfred M_ Hobby and H. J. Hungerford at a pay of two
dollars and fifty cents per day for each inspector. These records
are in the Customs Office in Rochester.
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First Settlements
INDIAN LANDING
The early pioneers who came to this section knew the Indian
Landing as Gerundegut, Irondequot or lrondequat Landing. It
was the head of Irondequoit Bay and all the bay schooners loaded
or unloaded freight here.
The first flour received in the city of Montreal, and the first
decked boat to descend the St. Lawrence River, came from this
Landing. From it ran Indian trails in every direction.
During the period of New France, both French and English
war vessels were frequently at the Landing, and without doubt,
there were many engagements in this vicinity of which there is no
record.
TRYON CITY (LOST CITY)
LaSalle has been called the first promoter of this section, but
Salmon Tryon became the first real estate speculator. Iri 1797 he
purchased from John Lusk 420 acres of land for two hundred
pounds. He saw this land as a great shipbuilding center. lronde~
quoit Bay, he predicted, would be covered with freighters, carry~
inq on tremendous trade with Canada. At that time, 40~ton
schooners had no difficulty in coming up the bay to what became
known as Tryon City. There were no sandbars and Irondequoit
Creek was broad and deep.
In 1799, Salmon Tryon sold this site to John Tryon for twice
as much as he paid for it. Some say they were brothers, others
say that they were not related in any way. John persuaded many
early settlers to invest their money in the enterprise, and to tell the
climax of the story first, they lost all their money. In the beginning,
the city grew very rapidly. John Tryon built a store and a ware~
house, the first west of Canandaigua. Liquor and wine were very
freely used in those days and the store did a big business in those
items. Furs. the products of the farm, potash, salt, flour, and a gen~
eral line of the necessities of the age were handled by the store
and sold to their customers. A great deal of business was trans~
acted by barter with the Indians. Irondequoit Creek was well
stocked with salmon trout, and there was an abundance of wild
qame in the country. Lumber was an important industry and the
huildinq of ships was carried on extensively. Potash and other
forest products supplied a growing volume of exports.
The city was governed by its own laws, and what was known
a'3 a Lynch Court was established. This court, always ready and
on duty day and night in the City of Tryon, was used largely be~
cause ot the Tories who lived with the Indians after the war and
were prone to many forms of crime.
A mill costing $15,000 was built, and besides being a profitable
industry, it helped clear the land of some of the trees which cov~
ered the country and were considered a nuisance. They prevented
communication by land, and to bring the first goods from Canan~
daigua it had been necessary to cut a path through the forest.
Then, just when it seemed that Tryon City was starting toward
bigger business, the dream faded and nearby Rochesterville did the
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impossible : it eclipsed Tryon City and the old Indian Landing
became practically deserted. Trade with the Indians was no longer
important and communication by water was no longer essential
since roads had been built in this section. Now there is only a blue
marker amid the brambles in this area to tell of the Lost City on
the banks of Irondequoit Cre_ek. The marker reads as follows:
City of Tryon
First White Settlement west of Canandaigua
Founded 1797, Abandoned in 1818
John Lusk was the First Settler in 1789
CARTHAGE
C a rthage was the name given to a settlement on the east side
of the Genesee River at the Lower Falls.
Few of the people who ride down St. Paul St. today have any
idea that Carthage was once the center of stately homes thriving
stores, a post office, land offices, warehouses, flour mills , steam~
boat and stage hotels and believed by its founders to be the nucleus
of a great city in the future.
Caleb Lyon was the pioneer who was clearing the land as early
as 1809, but just what was done in those times is not known . We
do know, however, that the name "Thousand Acre Tract" was
given to the section and the real settlement began when Caleb
Lyon sold to a Land Company, composed of Elisha B. Strong.
Heman Norton, and Elisha Beach, five hundred acres of the tract.
Later they added another five hundred acres to their first pur~
chase and laid out the village of Carthage.
It is interesting to note that persons who afterward became
greatly interested in Irondequoit made purchases here. Among
them were the fathe r of Hosea Rogers , Elon Huntington after
whom Huntington Hills is named, and Alexander Hooker who
gave to Irondequoit its first burial ground.
Hosea Rogers' father came to Carthage in 1809. The merchants
of Canandaigua, about 1804, had cut a road to the mouth of the
Genesee River which was their shipping port to Canada and the
west. There was then no road west of Brighton to the Genesee Ri~
~er, only an Indian trail from Mt. Hope to the river landing then
called Carthage.
Travelers from the east came over this Merchants' Road and
those going to Carthage found their way up~river by way of an
Indian trail. This trail was used as a tow path when there was
not wind enough for the schooners to sail up the river. The boats
were first towed by men; later the path was widened and animals
were used.
It was over this Merchants' Road and towpath that Mr. Ro~
gers brought his family. He found Caleb Lyon at Carthage and
from him bought land near where the Rochester School for the
Deaf now stands.
At this time there were some white settlers there, but these
were mostly squatters who disappeared as the land was bought for
permanent homes.
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Mr. Rogers built a log house on his property and it was there
that Hosea Rogers was born. He remembered hearing his mother
tell that when the British fleet appeared at the mouth of the ri~
ver in the War of 1812, the men shouldered their muskets and
started for the lake, and that she took him in her arms, and with
the other children, followed an Indian trail to the neighbors living
at the present corner of Norton and Carter Streets.
In those days, there was no clearing between Carthage and the
mouth of the river and Mr. Rogers told stories of the deer, bears,
wolves and wild cats to be found in the woods; also of the famous
fishing in the river, the sturgeon weighing as much as 150 pounds.
In 1816, Hanford's Landing, on the west bank of the river, and
nearly a mile farther north than Carthage, was the principal dock.
It was called Fall Town but Carthage, being free from the dreaded
fever prevalent in Fall Town, had become the popular landing.
Much later, Carthage landing was known as Brewer's Dock.
In the meantime, the enterprising company was completing
plans for a bridge uniting the high banks of the river, thus con~
necting the two segments of the celebrated Ridge Road. This un~
dertaking, stupendous for those days, awakened the greatest inter~
est. The bridge was built of wood and had a single arch. It was
completed in February 1819 and guaranteed for one year. It stood,
the pride and glory of Carthage, for 15 months and fell , May 22,
1820. Soon after, another bridge was built to span the river above
the main falls. Th :s bridge w as built upon piers. It was carried
away by a freshet and still arrother built in its place which was
destroyed by the big flood of 1835. The fourth was a suspension
bridge, built by the City of Rochester and opened to the public in
1856. It was erected slightly north of the site of the Carthage
bridge of 1819. This bridge was destroyed by a heavy fall of snow
w hich overloaded it and , after only nine months, followed its
predecessor to the bottom of the gorge.
The fifth was the present Driving Park Avenue Bridge, com~
pleted in 1890.
Veterans Memorial Bridge, the most recent span to be built
across the Genesee, was opened on December 27, 1931.
About 1820. the name of the village of Carthage was changed
to Clyde and this was always its Post Office address. In 1830,
however. when the Clyde Post Office was abandoned, the name
was change::! back to Ca~: thage.
The growth of this western village in these early days was
really phenomenal. From 331 pcrscns in 1815, it increa sed in
numbers to ab8ut 2000 in 1821. This increi:!se and the difficulty
of reaching the two court towns of Canandaigua and Batavia
brought public spirited men to ask-the legislature for the formation
of a new county to be called Moiuoe. Monroe County was thus
established in 1821 ;md named in, honor of James Monroe who
wa s then serving his second term as President of the United
States .
WFh the established success of the Erie C a nal in 1825, manufacturing supremacy was reluctantly conceded to Rochester, but
Carthage had by no means lost her enterprise. The Erie ' Canal
increased rather than diminished her trade with Canada and two
new mills were erected on the flats at Carthage.
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Ceremony at the unveiling of Bronze p laqu e commemorating the site of Corthoge
Village.
Rochester Historical Society Fund Series Vol. XI
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Something better than a corduroy road between Carthage land~
ing and the Erie Canal became necessary. A horse~railroad three
miles long, and costing $30,000 was built by a company in 1831.
The cars were constructed like coaches, the driver's seat on top,
where there was a platform with a double seat through the center.
The magnificent view of the river made the trip on this road a
favorite ride for visitors.
Five steamboats touched ten times a week at Carthage landing.
There were few mills in Canada in those days, and most of the
Canadian wheat was brought here to be ground and sent back as
flour. In 1839, the year Irondequoit was separated from Brighton,
an eye witness saw seventeen vessels at one time lying at Car~
thage landing loaded with flour for Montreal. Much leather was
also shipped from here and later large tanneries were built at
Carthage landing.
In 1834, when Rochester was incorporated, Carthage became
part of the city and was sometimes referred to as North Rochester
or Lower Town.
·
Some Irondequoiters will remember the Carthage Memorial
Fountain erected in 1907 at the corner of St. Paul and Norton
Streets. A tower stood above the fountain for seven years. The
lower part was removed much later.
All of us know about the Bronze Memorial Tablet on a large
boulder on St. Paul Street near Veterans' Memorial Bridge. It
was dedicated June 17, 1932 and the inscription reads as shown
in cut.

Earliest Visitors
We are told that the first white man to live temporarily in
what we now know as Irondequoit was William Walker. He was
known as Tory Walker because he had fought with Butler and
Brant during the Revolutionary War and had taken part in the
frequent merciless slaughters of white men, women and children
in the frontier settlements. With the Senecas, Walker had fled
before the Sullivan Army which raided this territory in 1799.
Arch MerrilL in an article in the Democrat and Chronicle of Oct.
14, 1956, says: "Most writers on the Revolutionary War dismiss
the Sullivan Expedition against the Indians as a mere foraging
party or skip it entirely. George· Washington didn't consider it
trivial. He dispatched 5000 men, a third of his army, to drive
out the Indians in a campaign that cost the impoverished colonies
one million dollars."
William Walker found this a place of residence congenial to
his character for he was a ranger, hunter, fisherman and occasional
trader. He was in no sense a typi~al pioneer nor a tiller of the
soil. He settled near the mouth of the Genesee river in 1791 or
1792, but later, becoming involved in some difficulty, he fled to
Canada and never returned to this country.
The second visitor to Irondequoit soil was a man named
Dunbar, a mulatto, who came from Massachusetts in 1795 and
whose family compri~ed six persons. He too, was a hunter and
fisherman though he did raise some fruit and otherwise fulfilled
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the duties of a pioneer. He is said to have been a giant in stature
and strength. From the salt springs on his farm close to lronde~
quoit Creek, he boiled the salt down and sold it to his customers.
He too, moved to Canada and died there.
Emerson Babcock in his history "City of Tryon" tells us that
in October of 1795 James Wadsworth called on Capt. Cornelius
Treat to pilot him through the woods to what is now Irondequoit.
With a view to the purchase of a large section here , they spent
four days exploring the land, but Mr. Wadsworth was so disgust~
ed with what he saw that he said: "I would not take it as a
gift for it is worth nothing." I wonder what he would say could
he see Irondequoit today!

The Charlotte Incident
Arch· Merrill tells the following story of an interesting histor~
ical incident during the War of 1812 :
A fleet of thirteen ships appeared off the southern coast of
Lake Ontario near Charlotte on a day in May 1814. The Com~
mander of the ships was Commodore Yeo. All the men who could
be mustered to resist this attack were 33. It was a foggy night.
These men couldn't march very well and they were not in uniform,
but they could shoot straight and they were not afraid. When
dawn came, they knew that the British were watching from their
ships so they marched in and out of the trees on the shore. The

Fleet off Charlotte. (Courte sy Rochester Museum of Arts and Sciences.)

woods were thick in those days and the British Commander, thinking there was a large force defending, instead of landing his men,
sent out an officer to parley under a Hag of truce. The terms were
that the British would not attack if the settlers would surrender
the stores. Captain Brown was in charge and his answer was
"Blood knee deep, first." The British were so impressed with the
Americans and the supposed size of their forces that they sailed
away after firing a harmless shot or two.
Julia Cole Wilson has in her possession one of the balls fired
from the English cannons that day. It measures one and one half
inches in diameter. Mr. Fred Rehbach had one that his children
used as a plaything that measured six inches in diameter. Both
of these balls were found on the Cole Farm near the Lake.

Whence Irondequoit?
PHELPS AND GORHAM PURCHASE
The Phelps and Gorham Purchase lies in western New York
within the lands once occupied by the Six Nations-a confederation composed of the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneidas,
Mohawks and later the Tuscaroras-whose territory extended
rather indefinitely westward from the Hudson. In total disregard
of the Indian inhabitants, the Kings of England and France.
based on the discoveries of their countrymen. granted what they
never possessed, and created conflicting claims. As a result, the
states of New York, Massachusetts and Connecticut all laid
claim to parts of New York State .
In 1785, Massachusetts gave up most of her claim' and in 1880
Connecticut did likewise. By these cessions. the disputes between
Connecticut and Massachusetts with New York became limited
to the lands lying in western New York. This disputed territory
amounted to 19,000 square miles and disagreements involving iJ:
were finally settled by a convention of Commissioners appointed
by the parties and held at Hartford, Conn. on Dec. 16, 1786. As a
result. Massachusetts was given about 6000 acres of western New
York land, subject to the title by the Indians.
Phelps and Gorham, two enterprising Americans from Massachusetts. both desirous of owning some lands now owned by
Massachusetts , agreed to the sum proposed by the Massachusetts
legislature for two and one half million acres and now had only
the Indians to negotiate with for the title. These men finally
secured a council with the Six Nations for the purpose of purchasing their pre-emption rights. and a deed was executed July
8, 1788 . The territory acquired extended from Sodus Bay on the
east · to 12 miles beyond the Genesee River on the west and from
Lake Ontario on the north to Tioga Point. Pennsylvania on the
south. (See Plates I and II.) For these many acres of land; they
agreed to pay the India ns $5.000 in cash and an annual amount
of $500. The first payment was made in two installments, and
the second amount wa s to be paid part in cash and part in cattle.
In the surveying of the lands, Phelps and Gorham practiced
deception and the Indians got the small end of the deal. It is
doubtful whether they received any of the annual payments.
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Plate I

Location of Phelps and Gorham Purchase.

In the Phelps and Gorham Purchase, the 12 miles beyond the
Genesee River was known as the Mill Tract.
At first the Indians refused to sell any lands west of the river,
but Mr. Phelps was most urgent in impressing upon them the
necessity of a lot on the west side of the river for a mill site, and
stated that a tract about 12 miles by 24 miles would be sufficient.
He impressed upon them, also, the benefit to them of having a
place where their corn could be ground and their timber sawed.
The Indians. it is said, were surprized by the size of the mill lot,
another deception, but finally acceded to the request.
Phelps and Gorham took immediate steps toward opening the
land. Following a survey in July 1789, the tract was divided into
lots called townships. each six miles square, and numbered from I
to 14 beginning at the Pennsylvania line and extending to Lake
Ontario. There were seven ranges of these lots. (See Plate II.)
On the west side of the river, the Mill Tract was divided into a
short range containing two townsl}ips . and two other ranges containing four townships each.
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Plate II
Division into Ranges and Townships
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEVEN TOWNSHIPS
NORTH-EAST OF THE GENESEE RIVER

District of Northfield
1792

I
Town of Northfield
April 6, 1796

Changed to Boyle
April 6, 1808

Boyle

Penfield
Mar. 30, 1810

I
Boyle

I

I
Perinton
May 25 , 1812

Penfield

Webster
Feb.6, 1840

Changed to Smallwood , Mar. 25, 1813
Brighton

Pittsford
Mar. 25 , 1814

I
Brighton

I
Irondequoit
Mar. 27, 1839

Pittsford

Henrietta
Mar. 27, 1818

Note that what is now that section of Monroe County embracing the seven townships- Irondequoit, Brighton, Pittsford, Hen~
rietta, Perinton, Penfield, and Webster-in 1792 was all "District
of Northfield." Trace down and see what has happened: "District
of Northfield'~ was changed in 1796 to "Town of Northfield," then
in 1808 it was changed to "Boyle.:· In.1812 Perinton was split off
and in 1813 the name. of "Boyle" was changed to Smallwood.
On March 25, 1814 Smallwood was split in two and "Brighton"
and " Pittsford" emerge. Finally on March 27, 18.39 Brighton was
divided and "Irondequoit" was formed. The only changes in
lronaequoit since that time have been caused by the action of the
City of Rochester in annexing various sections.
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Town Topography
When Irondequoit was established in 1839, three quarters of
its land was still in its primitive form. It was looked upon by
many potential settlers as a rejected and despised remnant of the
Phelps and Gorham Purchase. It was spoken of as the north end
of the Town of Brighton, located in the Seventh Range. Town~
ship Fourteen, and known as a land overrun with wolves, bears,
rattlesnakes, and hostile Indians. Swamp fever was known to be
prevalent.
DIVISION INTO FOUR SECTIONS

Section 1~
This strip, about 13;2 miles wide and 4 Y4 miles long . contained
some 4000 acres of ground and was located south of Norton
Street between St. Paul Street and the Bay. It was settled by
thrifty farmers before Irondequoit was established and was con~
sidered to have some of the best land in Monroe County for
growing wheat, potatoes , corn, hay and grain crops.
Section 2~
This section comprised all the land along what we now know
as Norton Street nor th to the Ridge Road and from the Genesee

Creeks and marshlands in early Irondequoit.
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The rock upon which this memorial is placed is similar to those found in the
boulder section of Irondequoit.

River to Irondequoit Bay. It was about 1 mile wide and 4_Y.4 miles
long and contained approximately 2700 acres. Eighty percent of
it was considered waste land. The eastern part extending from
Portland Avenue to the Bay was an eroded valley, with springs
and a marsh, through which flowed Hobbie Creek surrounded by
steep hills. A swamp about one half mile wide and 2 miles long
extended from Ridge Road to Norton Street through which flowed
Emerson Creek.
For about 1000 feet south of the Ridge Road there was an
area known as a blow sand area, the driest place in Irondequoit
in those early days and thus unfit for raising crops.
However, the south part of section 2 and a part of section 1
comprised the Boulder Section of Irondequoit. This included a
narrow strip of land with an average width of 2000 feet running
all the way from the Genesee River to the Bay. Norton Street
now occupies the middle of this strip. Many of the boulders from
this section weighed from one to two and three tons. With crow
bars the early settlers pried out the smaller of those boulders and
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rolled them onto skids to he hauled away by oxen and piled up
along the zig~zag rail fences.
Geologists tell us that these boulders are all foreigners, rolled
here from northern Canada by the Glacier Ice Sheet under tons
of ice and for hundreds of miles. As a result most of them are
smooth, round or egg~shaped in form. As some one has put it,
"They ranged all the way from the size of a bushel basket to an
Eskimo Hut."
The largest boulder ever known in this section, estimated to
weigh 30 tons, lies buried on the Bonkie Farm on Pardee Road.
It was about 10 feet long and about 8 feet in diameter. To bury
this boulder below the plow, it was necessary to dig a trench 10
feet deep alongside of it. The work was nearly completed when
the men were called away, and on their return found that the
boulder had slid into the hole. Someone probably had a miracu~
lous escape.
A sample of the larger boulders may be seen today on the
lawn of the Northside Hospital. These stones weigh 8 tons each.
A beautiful boulder stood on the Hobbie or DeSmit Farm
about one half mile west of Culver Road. This one was 8 feet
by 6 feet, egg~shaped, and its polished surface showing "fools
gold," glistened in the sunlight. It stood like a sentinel in an open
field for many years, over which time and the elements had
smoothed its surface like a billiard ball. In 1930, it was shattered
with dynamite and the fragments hauled into a gully along
Hobbie's Creek.
The ~emoving of these boulders was a big problem but when
accomplished, the land proved good land for both crops and cattle.
Several of our townsmen who located in this region about 1840
became some of our well~to~do market gardeners and dairymen.
I

Section 3~
That strip of land between Ridge Road and Titus Avenue and
from the river to the Bay, in all about I mile by 4X miles and
comprising about 2700 acres, was most despised by early settlers,
because from Culver Road to St. Paul Boulevard a swamp filled
the center of the section. In s!ze, this measured about a half mile
by three miles and was fairly alive with ever~flowing springs that
formed six creeks, all of which flowed into Lake Ontario.
This marsh was a hunter's paradise. Wild ducks, quail, snipe,
mud hens, wild pigeons, woodcock and muskrats were found in
abundance. Hunters were equipped with hip~hoots of rubber, and
to avoid water holes and underground springs, they jumped from
one stump to another on the remains of giant pine trees that once
stood there. It is said that one farmer bet another that he could
row a boat over the 3~mile long marsh, during a rainy spell. The
bet was taken and the farmer performed the feat, but he had a
hard time doing it and won only a barrel of cider for his efforts.
This section, having since been redeemed by draining, has
some of the most productive land in Monroe County, yes, even in
New York State. Water was at first carried off by deep ditches
to some main stream. Later, the swale and peat bogs were con21

verted into high grade muck land for the growing of celery,
onions, lettuce, carrots and other crops for which the section was
once famous.
Along the north side of Ridge Road, as along the south side
for about 500 to 1000 feet , was found the same blow sand char~
acteristic of Section 2. Along Titus Avenue were hills. creeks.
gullies and springs with a stony part east of Culver Road about
1000 feet wide and 2 miles long. This area starts just east of
Bouckhart Avenue, midway between the Ridge a nd Titus Avenue
and extends east by north to the Bay. Field stone along this 2
mile strip were originally so thick that it was hard to find enough
soil to cover a hill of potatoes or corn. The more the farmers
picked up the stones the more there seemed to be and plow ing
brought more and more to the surface. These stones were used
to build stone fences and cellar walls. One farmer found enough
stones on his place to encircle his farm with a stone fence 5 feet.
high. Later he sold the stones from the fence for 50 cents per
load, such load being the equivalent of about 1 cu. yd. or the
maximum one team could haul at one time.
When the Bucklin and Walzer Farms were subdivided and the
building of homes began, in excavating for cellars, the men found
that about one third of the amount excavated was stones. The
people whose houses were being built at this time found many uses
for the stones including walks, rock gardens, water pools, lot
lines and often for ornamental purposes. One man , in 1900~ 1902,
hired two men to work for eight months to pick up enough stones
to fill a pond on his property. Many farmers were glad to give
loads of stones to anyone who would haul them away.
The farms in the western part of Irondequoit were not fr ee
from stone but here they were of the red sand stone variety. When
St. Bernard Seminary was being built on Lake Avenue. the S i mp~
son Farm supplied 220 two~horse wagon loads of these flat red
stones for the price of one dollar per load.
Mr. Louis Dubelbeiss reports that they quarried stone from
the Ford Farm located midway between the Ridge and Titus
Avenue for building their wine cellar on Ridge Road . This was
in 1898.
There are two houses still standing on Portland Avenue just
south of Norton Street that were built of Irondequoit field stone.
They were the Jackson and Ziegler homes , and at the time they
were built, some 130 years ago, they were in Irondequoit.

Section 4This section was about 2~ miles wide and 3% miles long .
It included all the north part of Irondequoit from Titus Avenue
to Lake Ontario and from the river to the Bay. This section
covered about 5400 acres and was made up of steep hills , hog~
backs surrounded by creeks, marsh land and deep gullys. While
there was some level land along Cooper Road. St. Paul Blvd. and
Culver Road, it was usually spoken of as poor farm land compared
to some other sections.
Before these farms were subdivided and the thousands of
homes built, which now break the force of the wind sweeping off
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the lake, this bare flat land, plowed, dragged and fitted for grow~
ing rye, caused dust storms that darkened the sun and the dust
was scattered all over the town. The wind was so strong that it
uprooted or cut off tender plants and deposited dust hills along
fences like snow banks. People who lived here about 1875~1880
will remember these sand storms. Dust got into their eyes, nose
and ears and sifted through crevices into the houses. These storms
occurred generally in March or April and sometimes lasted a week.
To provide wind breaks against them, the gardeners set out
hedges of various kinds across their farms.
SAND PITS ALONG THE RIDGE
Thousands of years ago, after the last glacial ice sheet had
receded, there was left covering this part of the country a large
lake known as Iroquois Lake. Dr. Herman Leroy Fairchild, in
his story of Lake Iroquois, tells us that the great gravel ridges
such as the Ridge Road here in Irondequoit, "are the construe~
tiona! bars of the Lake Iroquois beach." Being composed of wave~
born material, sand and gravel. the Iroquois bar beaches have been
favorite sources for building material.
Following is a list of the sand and gravel pits found along
the Ridge in Irondequoit:
Sutton Farm~South side of Ridge near Hudson. Started
1890, now filled in.
Frank Heffer Pit~Mr. Heffer was a pioneer in the making of
cement blocks. His factory was located at 1119 Ridge
Road East.
Otto Moetschler~East side of Portland near Ridge Road.
David Lamming~North side of Ridge between Portland and
Goodman.
William Wehle~North side of Ridge between Portland and
Goodman.
Henry Metcalfe~South side of Ridge between Portland and
Goodman. Now operated by Rappl and Hoenig.
Elam Bros.~South of Ridge and east of Goodman.
Raymond Fax~South side of Ridge and west of Vinton Road.
Wright Farm~Northwest corner Ridge and Culver. Operated
by Norris and Everett Walzer.
Various Owners~ Pit at southeast corner of Ridge and Culver
Roads. About 1870 this pit was used by the town for
graveling roads. It is now covered by the new Shopping
Plaza.
Newport Sand and Gravel Co.~Pit opposite present Ridge~
Culver Plaza. Land is now owned by East Irondequoit
Central School District.
Walzer Farm Pit~North of the Ridge on Culver Road. The
largest and most profitable pit.
TRAILS. ROADS AND BRIDGES
Before 1830, there were no real roads in Irondequoit. Indian
trails were used by all who had any reason to move from one
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section of western New York to another.
Indian trails which were important to Irondequoit were those
which led from Canandaigua to the mouth of the Genesee River.
Their general direction was through Bushnells Basin to !ronde~
quoit Landing at the head of Irondequoit Bay (now Ellison Park)
where Tryon City was located. From this point, the trail ran
northwest, near the intersection of Culver, Merchants Road and
Bay Street, continuing on north to Clifford and down the present
Waring Road. It then cut across north of Norton Street and
along the rear of Hooker Cemetery on Portland Avenue. From
there, it ran northwest. crossing the Ridge Road just east of
Stanton Lane, thence north to Titus Avenue and followed a gen~
eral course along Cooper Road making many turns , crossing the
gully near Pinegrove Avenue and on to Thomas Avenue to where
Stutson Street Bridge is now located. It terminated at the mouth
of the river where trading was carried on.
About 1804 . the merchants of Canandaigua widened the trail
so that two-wheeled ox-carts could haul merchandise. These were
crude carts with wooden wheels made by sawing off the ends of
huge logs and boring a hole in the center for the hickory axle,
which was kept greased with bear fat.
For many years, this entire stretch of about 30 miles was
known as Merchants Road , so named by the merchants of Can-:
andaigua. It was by no means a straight trail, but had the many
above-described turns due to the fact that the Indians preferred
to go around obstacles rather- than remove them . Today, Mer~
chants Road from Winton Road to Culver Road, a distance of
'about a mile. is all that is still known by that name. There are
still nine turns and bends in this mile stretch, in spite of the grading and improving that have brought it to its present condition.
To the rear of the Hooker Cemetery, one can still see a very
small segment of this old Indian trail or old Merchants Road, the
only part left.
Another trail ran from Sea Breeze along the west side of the
Bay, then in a southwesterly direction to the Genesee River rapids
above Court Street. This crossed the previously described trail
just south of Hooker Cemetery. These two trails, cutting diagon~
ally across Irondequoit, were the main arteries of travel from all
four corners of the town and from one end to the other.
About 1850, there was great activity in the laying out of roads
in western New York. The main highways that divide !ronde~
quoit into sections~such east~west arteries as Cliffortl Avenue,
Norton Street, Ridge Road, Titus Avenue and the north~south
streets named Culver Road, Portland Avenue, Hudson Avenue,
Clinton Avenue, and St. Paul Blvd.~were all surveyed and laid
out about 1830. Irondequoit was still a part of Brighton at that
time.
At first the roads were of dirt, sand or clay. Later, when mud
and ruts made them nearly impassable, many of them were plank~
ed. This lasted for awhile, until many of the planks slipped and
horses wete lamed or even suffered broken legs. Then came the
era of gravel roads. In the winter time when the snow was deep
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and there were great drifts in the roads, the farmers all worked
on the roads to shovel them out. Often one had to drive through
fields which were more passable than the road. The snow could
not be removed by men as our snow-plows do today, and many
a bank and pitch-hole slowed progress. There was much more
snow then , than there is now and a sleighride party was one of
the anticipated social events. Often the sleigh tipped over but that
usually just added to the fun.
Men who grumble and growl today because they have to
shovel snow so that they can either walk or ride out of their own
driveways have it easier than did the pioneers in Irondequoit.
Fifty years ago it was necessary to work on the road as well as
to pay taxes and to shovel snow. Any man who tried to evade
that work found himself in the arms of a constable and facing a
magistrate. Following is a warrant issued to an Overseer of
Highways in 1887.
"It shall be your duty as such Overseer, and you are required immediately, to call upon all persons liable to perform
highway labor in your district, and when called by you must
do the assigned work and failing to appear at the time and
place designated by you or to commute at $1 a day within
twelve hours after the notice. shall be liable to a fine of $1.50
a day for each day's labor they may be required to perform.
"Given under my hand, this 20th day of March, 1887.
Daniel Ide"
Since it was possible, at that time, to hire a substitute at $1 per
day, this highway work did not cause any annoyance to those
farmers .
Road taxes were seldom paid in dollars then, but working on
the roads took care of the taxes. One day's work of 10 hours by
one man took care of $1 in taxes. A team of horses with a driver,
working 10 hours counted as $4. The town J;oads were supervised by the Highway Commissioner, who, with the approval . of
the Town Board, had power to appoint Path-Masters. Each of
these Path-Masters had from one to two miles of road assigned
to him. They worked without pay, since it was considered an
honor to be asked to be a Path-Master.
Prior to 1894 not a soul lived north of Stutson Street, in Summerville or at Windsor Beach in the winter, a:nd even the Life
Saving Crew departed with the first snowfall and remained away
until spring. Summerville Boulevard, known as St. Paul Street,
ended in a swamp where Bengel's Inn now stands. Large farms
and peach orchards occupied practically all the land from Ridge
Road to the lake. Titus Avenue, sometimes referred to as Little
Ridge, Cooper Road, known as Lower Hudson, Pinegrove Avenue, called Sherry Road, and Thomas Avenue, then named Smug~ler's Road were the only thoroughfares leading off St. Paul in
Irondequoit.
A new age in road construction came in 1898, ·when a state
law permitted 'the building of state roads. The first improved road
under that law in. Monroe County was in Irondequoit; this was
Hudson Avenue. It was an innovation to have a pa:ved road out-

25

side of a city, but when the automobile came on the scene, road
construction vastly improved.
This sort of road maintenance in Irondequoit was kept up
until 1910, when the system of Town Superintendent of High~
ways was inaugurated. This was a great step forward in towTl
road construction.
Between 1910 and 1920 the following roads were improVf~d:
Cooper Road widened and improved.
Portland Avenue between Ridge and Norton Street.
Hogback Road (now Kings Highway) graded and wirlened
in 1913 and paved soon thereafter.
Hudson Avenue from Ridge to Titus, with macadam-1914.
Garden Street (now Portland Avenue) from Ridge to Titus1915.
Norton Street from Culver to Helendale-1915.
Pinegrove Avenue from St. Paul Blvd to List Avenue-1915 .
Titus Avenue was built in sections:
From St. Paul to Hudson-1914 ,
From Hudson to Garden Street (Portland Avenue)-1915.
From Garden Street to Culver Road-1916 .
This macadam improvement made Titus Avenue one of the
foremost roads in Irondequoit.
Seneca Road from Culver to the R.R. Tracks (now the new
Boulevard) -1916.
Bouckhart Avenue from Ridge to Titus-1918.
All these improvements were financed by state, county and
town money, the town paying 15 % of the cost.
Before 1836, there was no way of crossing over Irondequoit
Creek at Empire Boulevard. But in 1836, Mr. John McGonegal.
then Supervisor, built a pontoon~style bridge over the channel.
The bridge was anchored at each end and the marsh was filled
in with logs. These floating logs and the bridge gave it the name
of Float Bridge.
In the year 1890, when Mr. William Sours was Supervisor,
the town let a contract to have this stretch of about 1000 feet
filled in with solid earth. The cost was $5000. In 1920. the bridge
was again condemned and in 1924 was replaced with a concrete
structure.
There are now four dugways that cross the Irondequoit Valley.
Float Bridge
Blossom Road
Atlantic Avenue
Penfield Road
All these roads were improved between 1912~1915.
The Glen Haven Road was laid out and the hill graded for
travel between 1898 and 1900. This road was built by the Glen
Haven Improvement Company at their own expense.
The Bay View Hill was widened and graded in 1914~1915.
The Newport Hill , in the days when tallyhos traveled up and
down , required a skilled four~in~hand driver, good brakes going
down and plenty of horse power coming up. Generally after heavy
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rains the hill was in bad condition. It was widened, drained and
graveled in 1915.
The Birds and Worms Hill was for many years a private
road. It was very steep and, because of the expense involved,
was not improved until 1913.
The Point Pleasant Hill was another steep private road leading to the Bay which was taken over by the town and improved
in 1915.
The Bay Shore · Boulevard was built from Bay View to the
Ridge Road during the depression years. The W.P .A. began
the job in 1932 and the road was finished in 1935. The work was
done under the handicap of inadequate machinery: there were no
power shovels or other road machinery used, all work being done
by hand with wheelbarrows and two-wheel, hand push-carts.
Mr. Louis J. Dubelbeiss was instrumental in getting this
boulevard built. He secured the signatures of the 54 property
owners, got the County Engineers to make the survey and draw
up maps for the proposed road .. Mr. Dubelbeiss worked at this
project over the seven-year period from 1928-1935 and the Bay
Shore residents are greatly indebted to him. For his work his
only compensation was the sincere gratitude of the people whom
the boulevard benefitted.
Previous to 1918 the only way to reach Charlotte from Summerville was by way of the Windsor Ferry. Since this ferry
was not in operation after the summer months, Charlotte merchants, selling goods to Summerville residents during the fall and
winter, were obliged to travel south on Lake Avenue to Driving
Park Avenue Bridge, then down St. Paul Boulevard - a long
drive to get across 500 ft. of water.
It therefore was a great boon to them when Stutson Street
Bridge, erected at a cost of $386,789.55, was opened for traffic
March 1, 1918. (Veterans Memorial Bridge was not opened until
Dec. 27, 1931.)
Reconstruction and repairs are due on Stutson Bridge in the
fall of 1957. The job now is required to be completed by May
1958 and calls for strengthening of approaches and installation of
a steel gird deck similar to that on the lift spans. The 39-year old
bridge was closed to trucks of more than four-ton capacity in
1955, and in 1956 to trucks of more than one ton capacity.
VIRGIN TIMBER
Irondequoit once was densely covered by some of the most
beautiful timber to be found anywhere in New York State.
Red and white oak. hard and soft maple, black walnut, wild
cherry, hickory, chestnut, hemlock, basswood, spruce and white
pine produced logs and lumber af the finest quality. Millions of
board feet were cut in Irondequoit forests. This was about the
year 1830, when Rochester was doing a great deal of building.
White pine pred~minated. It seemed to thrive best in the
northern part of the town, around Irondequoit Bay, and also
in the lowland immediately north of the Ridge Rd. There were
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pine stumps 3 and 4 ft. in diameter, still in fine condition, between
Ridge Rd. and Titus Ave. along Bouckhart Ave. and Goodman
St. extension (now Kings Highway) as late as 1890.
The pine timbers, salvaged from the razing of the Spiritualist
Church at the corner of Troup St. and Plymouth A ve. in 1955,
that carried the arched ceiling over the auditorium, and the timbers
that were used to build the steeple, came from Irondequoit.
Pine planks and joists from 2 Yz to 3 inches thick, 12 to 16
inches wide and from 20 to 30 ft. long have been salvaged from
Rochester buildings, which have been demolished to make way
for parking lots, the Inner Loop and new buildings.
The Barr and Creelman building, razed in 1953 to make way
for the Veteran Memorial Building, contained several hundreds
of these pine planks and joists, that had been used to support all
five floors. The 3-i:nch joists were as sound as the day they were
placed in position. These planks and joists had been sawed from
trees in Irondequoit, whose trunks extended 20 to 40 feet before
reaching the first limb, and were without knot or blemish.
James Sherry, who once owned the land now occupied by the
Disposal Plant, often spoke of the beautiful pine and spruce trees
on his farm.
Hosea Rogers owned many acres of these beautiful trees. He
operated a sawmill on the east side of. and used the water power
from, Stanton Pond.
Saw mills were numerous in different parts of Irondequoit
between 1830 and 1860 but few had water power, most of them
being operated by horse power.
In the years between 1840 and 1850, the Zwergers, Meisenzahls and Baumans, who lived near Bay View and Glen Haven
were loggers and were employed to clear the land for crops. They
sawed the logs into 12 to 16 inch lengths and split them for
dressing into hand made shingles which outlasted those that were
sawed. For this activity Bay View become known as Shingle
Landing.
Chestnut trees were also very plentiful in Irondequoit. There
were extensive groves of them, and the bushels of nuts taken
from them furnished income for the families who owned them.
In those days a bushel of chestnuts brought from $5.00 to $8.00
and some people made as much as $300 to $500 a year on their
chestnuts. No spraying, no cultivating , no fertilizer was necessary; the chestnuts were simply picked off the ground after the
first frost opened the burrs. If a gentle wind didn't bring down
the nuts, then some one climbed the tree to shake or jar the limbs
and the nuts would rattle down like hailstones.
In addition to the sale of the nuts from these trees there was
a ready market for chestnut fence posts, fence rails and sawed
lumber.
There was a most beautiful grove of chestnut trees in Huntington Hills before the chestnut blight. The Rifle Range section also
had fine groves and Chestnut Hill Drive gets its name from the
beautiful groves in that locality.
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There are few places in Irondequoit now where one can see
any of this virgin timber; the Buell woods west of the new North~
side Hospital contains some, the wooded patch north and east
of the Rudman farm on Titus Ave. is still standing and there are
more of these trees along Pinegrove Ave.
Durand Eastman Park and Seneca Park have some very
beautiful trees and these have a chance of being preserved, but
the others will probably soon disappear as the building program
progresses.
Basswood trees can be found down Newport Road. At the
Old Homestead, now owned by the Ward Natural Science
Establishment, are two mammoth bassw ood trees , which cast their
shadow over the acre of lawn. Basswood is in demand for making
extension ladders and for other items requiring strong wood
of light weight.
In the days gone by, the wild magnolia tree was found in many
parts of Irondequoit. This tree, loved so much for its bloom in
the month of May, even before other trees have leaves sprouting,
thrives best along the edge of 'woods or in spots not so much
overshaded by taller trees. While it likes some shade, it still
likes sunlight.
Magnolia trees do not grow to the size of forest trees. I 0 inches
in diameter being considered large. Its wood is the hardest and
heaviest to be found in the state, harder even than hickory and
so hard that it is impossible to split. For this reason, woodmen
have named it "ironwood." A trunk 4 to 6 inches in diameter,
when dried makes good mallets. When more plentiful, it was
used for hubs of wagon wheels. It required a real mechanic with
sharp tools to bore a hole through the center of this hub, and also
to bore and chisel the square holes for the spokes. When wooden
axles were in universal use, local blacksmiths and wagon~makers
sought this kind of wood.
Some of the very early settlers indiscriminately cut down the
trees for the purpose of making pearl ash which was shipped to
Canada via Irondequoit Bay. There was no question of con~
servation of forests in those days , the settlers being eager to
clear the ground for the purpose of raising food crops.
OLD PONDS

Emerson PondOnly oldtimers would remember when Emerson Pond occupied
what is now the southeast area of St. Paul Street and Ridge
Road, including the site now used for the traffic circle at that
intersection. There was good fishing there as it was loaded with
sunfish, perch and bullheads . This pond was fed by Norton's
Creek which was a lively stream. In the wintertime thousands
used to skate on the ice there.
Coy~Titus

PondFor some of us, the pages of history were turned back when
in 1928 the old Coy~ Titus Pond was filled in. The dirt used for
the filling came from the excavation for Benjamin Franklin High
School.
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The source of this olcl pond was a spring near where the
Hosea Rogers School is located, and the stream was fed by
~urface waters until the neighborhood "grew up" and sewers were
mstaiied. The pond, owned by Egbert Coy before "Deli" Titus
bought it, at one time covered about four acres and averaged 5 feet
in depth. About 1900, its waters were pumped to sprinkling
l;nes serving the Titus hothouses and vegetable gardens. The
pond conta ined hundreds of gold fish about forty years ago and
they brought a handsome profit. In the 1900's it was used for
ice skating. Mr. Edward Graffrath purchased the property from
Mr. Titus and it was sold later for the Hudson-Titus Shopping
Plaza which opened on that site in June of 1951.

Stanton PondStanton Pond, better known in late years as the Willow Pond
and originaiiy located on the Roy Rudman farm, was first owned
(about 1850) by a man named Chauncey Woodworth. Hosea
Rogers , one-time owner of this farm, built a sawmill there and
Charles Stanton who purchased the property from Mr. Rogers,
built an ice house on the north side.
Fishing in the pond was enjoyed by many lrondequoiters and
frog spearing was a great sport there too .
A sad accident occurred at the old pond on June 13. 1868 when
Mary Ball Perkins, wife of Alfred Perkins, was drowned with her
two daughters, Alma and EIIa.
When the Rudman farm was purchased by the Schantz
Realty Company, the old Willow Pond was drained.

Early Industries
NURSERIES
The nursery business was one of the leading industries of
Irondequoit between the years 1880 and 1920.
Millions of plants, seedlings and shrubs were raised here.
It was a business not only for nurserymen with large acreage, but
also for some of the farmers who grew stock as a side line for the
larger concerns. Rochester was, of course, the center of the trade.
Apple, peach, pear, and plum orchards were common.
It is said that some of the apples from Irondequoit were
shipped to England and France. It is also reported that France
made its best champagne from dried apples that came from
Irondequoit.
Mr. George Cooper, one of the first nurserymen in Irondequoit, grew nursery stock on his farm at the corner of Cooper
Rd. and Titus Ave., for several years before he entered the
gardening business. For some years Mr. Cooper kept a stand at
the corner of Main and Front Streets in Rochester, where he
retailed the nursery stock grown on his farm.
Two of the first nurseymen to carry on the business on a large
scale were Charles and Samuel Moulson. Charles owned a
large tract on Norton St. between Hudson and Joseph Aves.
known as the Union Nursery. Samuel purchased more than 200
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acres on the Flats between the Genesee River and Summerville
Blvd. They also owned property on Union St. which they sold
for the Rochester Public Market.
Horace Hooker, brother of Alexander Hooker, came to this
locality about 1835. He owned about 200 acres on St. Paul near
Titus and started his nursery business there. In 1845, he bought
new land on Norton St., which was then in Irondequoit.
Little's Nursery was located on Empire Blvd. between Culver
and Pardee Roads . Mr. Little also built greenhouses on part of his
150 acre farm. This farm was a show place at one time because
of the thousands of roses grown.
The Schum Nurseries were also in Irondequoit before that
section was annexed to Rochester. They were located on Clifford
Ave. midway between Culver and Goodman Sts. This nursery
was established in 1867 by Joseph H . Schum and his grandsons
Joseph A. and Andrew B. Schum.
The Costich Nursery on Culver Road was founded by Frank
Costich in 1870 and later the business was carried on by his
son, Gilbert. Gilbert developed the business into one of the leading
nurseries in this part of the state. He also purchased the property
owned by the Little Nursery and built his home on Empire Blvd.
A few years ago this home was moved across the road and became
part of the property owned by St. Ambrose Church and School.
The Costich nursery specialized in roses , pears, plums, quinces .
apples, evergreens and ornamental stock, consisting of shrubs and
many shade trees. At one time , it is said, the Costich Nursery
alone sold on an average 1.500,000 trees a year. This gives a
small idea of the volume of nursery business carried on here in
the early days of Irondequoit.
Other nurserymen grew stock on a much smaller scale.
Thomas Bowman was one of these whose property was on
Laurelton Tract. Joseph Heberle owned 250 acres on Culver
Rd. and raised thousands of trees, mostly for wholesale. Alfred
Heberle, his oldest son, is said to be the founder of the celebrated
Rochester peach and later carried on business in Penfield. Mr.
A . C. Hobbie grew considerable stock for Ellwanger and Barry Co.
of Rochester.
Many smaller farmers were engaged in growing stock for
Brown Bros .. a nationally known nursery firm.
WINERIES
Vinton Wineries~
The Vinton family settled in Bra intree, Mass. and mc: de their
home with the Plymouth Settlers. They were active in establishing
the 13 Colonies and were numbered among the Minute Men of
Concord. Both John Adams and John Quincy Adams married
into the Vinton family. Thus it is apparent that some of our early
Irondequoit settlers were of no mean ancestry.
In 1812 Joseph Vinton , a descendant of the Vinton fa mily ,
migrated on horseback all the way from Connecticut to the eastern
shore of Irondequoit Bay. He bought three acres of land in what
is now the town of Webster, which included what we know as
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Inspiration Point and Stony Point on the Bay.
Prior to his interest in wineries, Vinton was active in the saw~
mill business, an industry he had known in Massachusetts. Finding
it difficult to get timber across the Bay, he decided to locate on the
west shore. He bought 70 acres of land where Newport now
stands. About 1820, he erected a sawmill and floated the logs
from both sides of the bay to the mill. The mill was operated by
driving horses , hitched to beams, around in a circle. This drove the
gears , which , in turn , spun the drive pulley for the belt to the
shaft of the saw. The lumber from the mill was hauled to Roch~
esterville. About 1841, the mill was rebuilt and turned into a resort
which was called the Newport House. Some of the original logs
are found in their hand~hewn form in the foundation of this build~
ing today. About 1825 Mr. Vinton built the house now called the
Old Homestead which stands on the hill above the Newport
House.
Mr. Vinton established the first vineyard and winery west of
Canandaigua and north of Bath. As there were no nurseries at that
time, he grew his settings from his own grape cuttings. His special~
ties were the Oporto and Isabella grapes; blended, these make ex~
cellent Port Wine. Mr. Vinton became the first wine merchant in
western New York. He laid the foundation for Irondequoit Port
Wine for medicinal purposes, a business later carried on by the
McBride Company.
After turning Newport into a resort, Mr. Vinton filled in the
cove and made more ground for other buildings. The present New~
port Road was laid out and graded by Joseph Vinton and it was
a great improvement over the old road which ran past the McBride
place at the end of Ridge Road and then down the steep hill to
the Bay.
A few years ago some cannon balls and shells were found by
Mr. Joseph E. Duell of 371 Bay Front North, after a land slide
ip.to the marsh on the east side of the Bay, in the vicinity of In~
spiration Po int. He has presented one of each to your Town His~
torian and these may be examined by anyone interested. The
grandson of Joseph Vinton has told how his grandfather, because
he owned farms on both sides of the Bay, gave permission to the
State Militia in 1850 to use his property for target practice. The
cannons were placed on the hill above Newport and fired at tar~
gets across the Bay, which at that time had few inhabitants along
the shore. Mr. Vinton said that if all the cannon balls were dug
out of the Bay hills, and fished out of the bay bottom, they might
fill a five~ton truck.
A grandson also called Joseph Vinton was born in 1886 and
has been a resident of Irondequoit all his life. In the contracting
and buildinq business, he has erected hundreds of homes in Roch~
ester and Irondequoit and developed the subdivision called the
Vinton Tract. Vinton Rd. is named for his family.

McBride Wineries
Asa D. McBride was born in Steuben County, N.Y. in 1832.
He was of Swedish descent. As a youth he clerked in a grocery
store in Urbana at the head of Keuka Lake, in the heart of the
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best grape-growing section of America. He became interested in
the wine industry and was made a salesman traveling to Rochester and Buffalo with his ponies and wagon. He concentrated on
selling to drug stores and only for medicinal purposes.
Later he moved to Rochester and, upon visiting the Vinton
vineyards, he was so impressed with the possibilities of vine culture along the Bay that he formed a partnership with a man named
Joseph Warren and together they bought 45 acres of vineyards
from Joseph and Mary Vinton; sometime later , they bought another 16 acres. Mr. Warren did most of the managinH at the vineyards while Mr. McBride continued as salesman. They built a
stone wine cellar that stood for many years half way down the hill.
on the Bay front south of Newport . It was a buildinH 30 by 40
feet with the celJar part in the side hilJ and the filling and shipping
room on the level of a roadway in front.
In 1871. Mr. McBride bought out Mr. Warren's interest. His
entire attention was now needed at home , so from that time on, he
hired salesmen. Henry Wondergem, a man from Holland, who had
learned wine-making in France, and had become an expert, was
hired. Mr. George L. Chase was also a salesman for the McBride
Co. for 46 years.
As the demand for Irondequoit Port Wine grew and druggists
throughout the east and west increased their orders. larger storage
capacity w as required. In 1888, therefore , Mr. McBride built a new
wine cellar on the level ground at the end of Ridge Rd. above the
Bay. This did away with the hea vy ha uling up and down the long
Newport hill. At this same time , he built the huge basement barns.
McBride made other wines including Sherry, Catawba. Sauterne , Tokay , Angelica. Blackberry and Cordial. Muscatel. Beef
iron and wine, Grape Brandy and Grape Juice. But with all this ,
he adhered strictly to the drug trade and always turned down
orders from saloons.
Mr. McBride operated the business alone until January 1, 1899
when the Irondequoit Wine Co. was formed. On July 1, 1908 this
company was incorporated with the following officers:
President-Asa McBride
Secretary and Treasurer- WilliamS. Titus
Superintendent-Oscar Smith
Foreman-George Thomas Ford
In 1909. the Irondequoit Fruit Juice Co. was formed as a subsidiary to the Wine Co. The directors were Asa McBride, Byron
M . Hyde. and William S. Titus. This firm made various fruit
jucies, fruit syrup. gins:rer ale. and cordials. It was operated and
managed by the Wine Co.
Mr. McBride remained active and head of the Company for 55
years. In all he had spent 70 years in the wine business. At the
Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893 he was awarded a medal
for his exhibit. A part of his display at Chicago was a cask of wine
holding 135 gallons.
With his wife, Mr. McBride spent many winters in Florida.
where he died in 1922 at the age of 90 years. Both he and his wife
are buried there .
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The McBride property on Ridge Road was purchased by
Ward's Natural Science Establishment in 1941. This establish~
ment was originated in 1862 by Henry A. Ward, Professor of
Geology at the University of Rochester. Dr. Dean L. Gamble is
in charge at the present date.
Models for the Establishment are developed, cast and painted
in Girard Studio at 1896 Five Mile Line Road in Penfield . Mrs.
Lillian S. Girard. who had worked as an assistant in the model de~
partment. is now. with her husband Robert. in charge of the de~
partment. They were appointed by Dr. Gamble in February 1952.
The studio was formerly located at 1315 Ridge Road East. All
models are sold exclusively to the Wards Science Establishment.

Dubelbeiss Winery
The most distinguished of Irondequoit vintners was Samuel
Duhelbeiss who came to the United States in 1839 from Switzer~
land where his family had been operating vineyards and wineries
at Schintznach as far back as the fourteenth century.
His son Louis established in 1872 the long~famous Dubelbeiss
wine cellars on the south side of Ridge Road. between Portland
and Culver. where the old cobblestone buildings were a landmark
until recent years. Louis Dubelbeiss died in 1895 and the business
was carried on by his sons, Rudolph and Louis.
Rudolph Dubelbeiss was elected Supervisor of Irondequoit when
he was hut 25 years old. He served for three years 1898~ 1900 and
died suddenly of a heart attack at the age of 28 years. Louis was
also elected to the office of Supervisor in 1910 and served in that
office for ten years, 1910~1920.
The Duhelbeiss family produced wine of the finest quality
which was sold exdusively to private homes. This custom of
serving wine in the home was quite general among people of for~
eign extraction who brought the habit from various European
countries.
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Original Building of Dubelbeiss Winery ot 1875 Ridge Rood East.
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In 1910, Mr. Louis Dubelbeiss discontinued the wine business
and began the manufacture of unfermented grape juice. Later he:
carried on a large business in the canning industry.
The large stone fire-proof building on Ridge Road East, used
for so many years as a wine cellar by the Dubelbeiss family, is
now used as a show room for the Miller Ford Company.
MILK BUSINESS
Between 1880 and 1900, Irondequoit was the main source of
milk supply to the greater part of Rochester on the east side. In
that petrlod there were as high as 60 dealers who produced
milk on a large scale, and about 10 to 15 others who bought and
peddled milk. In all there were 75 wagons delivering milk to
Rochester customers . Milk sold for 5c a quart in summer and 6c
in winter.
There was a time when some producers were accused of "wa~
tering" their milk. Thus, milk inspectors were hired to test the milk
and if the required strength was not found, the dealer was notified
to appear in court and was fined.
Sanitary conditions were often neglected. Refrigeration was
unknown. Sometimes big cans of ;milk were cooled by standing
them in a watering trough. There were no milking machines at
that time.
Before the present bottle was invented, milk was dispensed from
a can holding several gallons. This can was carried from the milk
wagon, or sleigh, if it was winter time, to the back door of a home
and ladled by means of a long:handled dipper into the receptacle
furnished by the house wife. This quart ladle was left inside the
can with the cover closed tight while moving from house to house.
Tickets were sold in quantities of from 10 to 100, each marked
1 quart. Each morning the milkman found, beside the receptacle
for the milk, the number of quarts required that day, unless there
was a standing order for a certain amount each day.
In winter when the roads were blocked for weeks at a time
because of stormy, zero weather and snow drifts completely filled
the road, the milkman's task was anything but an easy one. Sometimes the sleigh would tip over, and if the covers of the cans were
not on tight, milk was lost in the snow. Leaving very early in the
morning, hopping on and off a wagon for hours. carrying heavy
cans , w a s a hard d ay's work, but some followed this life year after
year. Mr. Isaac Buyck was one who boasted of 27 years without
missing a day.
GARDENING AND FRUIT FARMING
The real settlemen t of Irondequoit began about 1800. Before
that time, the land here was not much of a temptation to farmers.
This land, bounded on three sides by water, with ~umerous· bays,
indentations, and much marsh land, seemed only for the hunter
and the trapper. It was no light task for these hardy pioneers to
clear the timber off the land with the primitive tools they had.
In those days when men were chopping farms out of the wilder-
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ness, the one question of greatest importance was: How could they
live for the first two or three years, from the resources provid ed?
Land must be purchased, timber cleared, house built and seed
sown. Wheat was the usual crop, with a few vegetables for the
table.
The earliest settlers came from Vermont. Oliver Culver, Jesse
Case, Jesse Tainter and Samuel Spafford were among the first .
Some of them brought their families. Within the next two years,
others came~Elmer Reynolds and John Culver, a brother of Oli~
ver. Ransford Perrin came in 1805. Adonijah Green settled here
in 181 0 and was for many years a leading man in the town. Other
early settlers, about 1815, included Abner Wakelee, Abel Dens~
more, Joseph Leggett, Isaac and James Waring, Henry Case, Sam~
uel Kniffin, Reuben Hickok, Petit Loder, Patrick Dickinson, A.
M . Guff, Archibald and Jerry Hoffman and others whose names
are now lost. Many of these names may be found today on the old
tombstones of Hooker Cemetery.
For the most part, these men all settled in the southern part
of the town. The portions north of the Ridge were all forest~co~
vered and too swampy for farming. Malaria, better known as
"Genesee Fever", was prevalent and some of the early comers
became discouraged with the poor soil and moved farther west in~
to Ohio. Those w ho stayed, however, soon found ways of draining
the marsh land. They discovered that by using better plows they
could stir up the subsoil, and, mixing it with topsoil, produce abun~
dant crops. It later developed that Irondequoit possessed some of
the most fertile and productive soil to be found in the whole Gen~
esee Country and became one of the finest gardening centers of
Monroe County.
The few early comers to take up land north of the Ridge Road
in Irondequoit chose wheat for their first crop for two good rea~
sons: they needed this essential food and Rochester mills were
not too far away. Thus, Irondequoit in those days helped Roches~
ter to become the "Flour City." Vineyards and fruit orchards were
also planted by these early residents, especially by those who could
afford to buy large farms. Several bought as many as 100 acres
and one family purchased over 800 acres. Apple, peach , pear,
cherry, and occasionally a prune orchard, were planted all over
the area. However, of the 235 farms owned in 1869 (the earliest
year for which such records are available) over half were of less
than fifty acres, an indication of the relatively small plots which
have always characterized Irondequoit gardening and which neces~
sitated the "intensive" farming for which this area was once
known.
The earliest gardeners came from England, and to them be~
longs the credit for fine outdoor gardening . They raised such spring
vegetables as spinach , lettuce, beets, onions and radishes; sum~
mer crops consisted of potatoes, asparagus, peas, beans, corn, to ~
matoes and cucumbers; popular fall crops were squash, parsnips,
turnips and celery.
Good seeds have always been important to gardeners here.
Some even specialized in growing seeds for wholesale seed houses
both in Rochester and distant parts of the country . One gardener
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Gardens of James H. West and Sons, Portland Avenue showing windbreak hedges
and Skinner irrigation.

still supplies seeds for a firm in Colorado and has sent them as far
afield as Labrador.
In the early days, many acres were devoted to celery. The
small plants were raised , sometimes in hot beds if forcing was re~
quired and then transplanted about the middle of June. Young
boys and girls were hired to drop the plants, at a certain number of
inches apart. for the gardeners who followed and set them in the
ground. The crop was ready for harvesting before frosts were due
but still had to be bleached . This was done by packing it in root
houses, built after the style of greenhouses but smaller in size and
usually with a sod roof. After working all day in the fields digging
the celery, long evenings were spent, with the light of kerosene
lanterns . in packing it away. Later, gardeners dug trenches in the
fields where celery had grown and packed it away there to be left
to bleach. Other fall crops such as turnips and parsnips were
stored in the same manner during the winter months.
While vegetables grown here have never had to take a " back
seat" for any grown elsewhere, the products for which Irondequoit
has long been most famous, both at home and abroad, are its mel~
ons and peaches. Mr. William Sutton was the first to produce the
Irondequoit melon, but many following him improved upon the
variety and produced the ones much sought after by connoisseurs
everywhere. Mr. Hiram Pardee is said to have produced the first
commercial crop of peaches, but his little orchard was just the
forerunner of the hundreds of acres of peaches grown here since
that time. It is hard to tell who was entitled to be caHed the "Peach
King ." Several have been so called at one time or another and no
doubt each has merited it. The lar~est peach orchard was one of
70 acres containing 8000 trees and located on the Rogers farm .
where now hundreds of houses are built.
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About 1900, irrigation was installed by some of the _gardeners
to assure better crops, especially during a dry season. Early surface methods of watering were soon replaced by "Skinner" irrigation, a system utilizing overhead pipes into which water is pumped
and forced through small holes to descend in a fine spray as the
pipes rotate. Still later methods have been found more effective.
There was rivalry among the growers as to who would have
the first crop of certain vegetables or fruit on the market, for the
"early bird" usually got the "worm" in the high price for his work.
Rochester's Liberty Pole was for many years the public market
place where Irondequoit growers took their produce to be sold. For
thirty years, this famous landmark stood on the hill at the west
corner of Main and Franklin streets. It was I 01 feet tall, three feet
in diameter and was surmounted by a brass ball and an arrow
weathervane. On its lower reaches were blocks for climbing the
wooden shaft.
The Liberty Pole was raised on the eve of July 4. 1859 and
was thus for many years the scene of Independence celebrations.
During the Civil War, the flag waving atop the pole told of every
Union victory. It waved at half mast on Memorial Days.
The Liberty Pole became a Main Street fixture and the whole
triangle of Main, Franklin and North Streets took its name.
Across the street on the present McCurdy store site was the Far-::
mers' Hotel and country people used to say. 'Til meet you at the
Liberty Pole." None dreamed but that the sturdy landmark would
last forever. But on the morning of December 26, 1889, a 72-milean-hour gale swayed the pole dangerously and before firemen
could secure it to a nearby building. with ropes, it cracked in two
and the top came crashing into Main St. No one was injured. but
the toppling pole just missed the carriage of Mr. Lindsay of the
Sibley, Lindsay and Curr Company.
For months the stump remained and a coin box was placed on
it for donations for a new pole. However, no firm would make
a steel pole of the old dimensions, so the idea was abandoned and
the stump ultimately removed. An inscribed bronze plate was
placed at the site, by the Society for the Preservation of Historic
Landmarks. This was set in the pavement because a city streetwidening project had shaved off the old right-angle junction of
Main and Franklin Streets. One morning the marker was missing.
It had been ripped from the pavement and no one knows what
became of it.
Three days each week-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdaywere market days at the Liberty Pole. The men left their homes
with their loads of vegetables and fruit early the niqht before, so
as to secure a good stand near the Pole for business the next morning. Wagons were strewn along the si,de streets for· several blocks.
It is not easy to try to sleep on a wagon seat, rolled up in a blanket from ten o'clock in the evening until four or five o'clock the
next morning, but the man could not leave his wagon because his
produce and horses needed protection.
Finally. congested traffic in this area called for something to
be done, and in 1910 the city named a commission to find land for
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Ready for Market.

Liberty Pole Market Site
A view of the triangle formed by Main East, North and Franklin Streets shortly
after the turo of the Century. Second Bapist Church (background) is now Baptist
Temple.
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Heffer's Ridge Road Greenhouses

a public market. The Moulson property on Union Street was cho~
sen largely because of its extent and its proximity to the railroad.
This Union Street market (Rochester Public Market) is still in
operation although the new Genesee Valley Regional Market on
Jefferson Road was opened in October of 1956 to take advantage
of the extensive trucking business using the New York State Thru~
way. This development in trucking has also relieved many gard~
eners of taking their produce to market, for huge trucks come
regularly, from near and far, to collect their plants and vegetables
for re~sale in various parts of the Northeastern states.
Some of the growers in Irondequoit today are of the fourth
and fifth generation of their families in this business. They have
known many changes throughout the years. Very few of the fine
vegetable gardens and fruit orchards are still left because the mov~
ing of the "city folks" to the suburbs has changed all that, but the
lovely flower gardens and the velvety lawns about t_hese many new
homes still attest to the richness of Irondequoit soil. Irondequoit is
not now the garden spot it once was, but it has made a name for
itself in that field that will never be erased.
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TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENTS
Ferries over the Genesee River
The first ferry used at the mouth of the Genesee River was
built in 1851 and operated by Phineas B. Cook. By hand-winding
a drum, the boat was slowly hauled back and forth on a chain that
stretched across the river, and sank when the boat was on either
shore to enable sailing vessels to pass. Sometimes a strong wind
blowing from the wrong direction, or a strong current, forced the
ferry from its mooring and carried it down the river. In this case
it required a number of strong men to haul it back: They would
attach a rope to the ferry and by walking along the bank pull it
back into place.
Of course, the boat was very unreliable as weather conditions
regulated its sshedule. Men waiting to cross with loads of fruit and
vegetables bound for the boat about to leave for Canada, were
often disappointed and had to return to their homes.
At this time, the only road leading to the river was the old
Eaton Road. The steep hill on Thomas A venue made it almost
impossible to travel with a loaded wagon, and the general traffic
was down Eaton Road to Thomas A venue and then across the
marsh to this ferry landing. Itwas not always a safe road to drive
over, especially when the wind was from the northeast, blowin$1 in
from the Lake. If the water was high, it covered the marsh. This
old ferry landing was also known as Paint Mill Landing because
tl:~re was for many years a large frame building here, used for
the manufac ture of red iron-ore paint.
About the tirp.e that Ontario Beach on the w est side of the river
and Summerville on the east side were becoming resorts, the old
ferry at the Paint Mill was abandoned. and a new boat called
"The Yosemite" was built. This boat was placed in service in 1875
and operated by G . B. Manning. It plied the river near the high
towers that carry the electric current over the river at the end of
Beach Avenue and Summerville Boulevard.
The Yosemite ran for several years before trolley lines to
either Charlotte or Summerville were constructed. The Company
controlling the operation of the ferry was called The Summerville
-Charlotte Ferry Co. This boat, like its predecessor was operated
by a winch, and as the river is 500 ft. wide at this point between
the piers. it required a very heavy chain upon which it could be
propelled back and forth. The heavy swells and seas running up
the river played havoc with the ferry. If the boat got caught in
these heavy swells it was generally torn loose, in which case it
would bob around like a cork. The Yosemite was in use until 1894,
when in the early spring with the breaking up of the river-ice, it
was. carried far out into the Lake and no one ever knew what became of it.
But at this time passenger traffic was increasing from both
sides of the river. In the fall of 1893, the Charlotte-Summerville
Ferry Co. had been assigned to the Rochester and Irondequoit
R. R. Co. This company issued stocks and bonds to be used for
the purchase of the rights of franchise and property of the Ferry
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Co. The Company then authorized the building of a new boat,
which was completed in the summer of 1894 and christened "The
Windsor". Built by an experienced ship builder, Mr. Joseph
Doyle. this boat was 75 ft. long and had a beam deck 50 ft. wide ,
w hich was covered with planks 4 inches thick. The vehicular area
was 22 ft. wide for the entire length of the boat. On both sides of
the vehicular area was the space reserved for pedestrians. The
Windsor was entirely covered with a curved roof.
The boat had a government license to carry 200 people. It was
equipped with a large steam boiler and double~action marine steam
engines. These were on one side of the boat, while the winches
were on the other; thus the boat was well balanced. The links of
the chain on which it ran were made of iron an inch in diameter.
In every way, it was a well built craft. William F. Andrews was
Captain of the Windsor for 30 years and had an accident-free record for that entire period.

Summerville Boulevard
St. Paul Boulevard, from the time that it was part of the old
Merchants' Road until 1893 when it was improved, was one of
the poorest of the roads in this section, primarily because of the
gully at the intersection of Pinegrove Avenue and the Boulevard.
This gully was 100 ft. deep and 300 ft. in width and few traveling
over it now can picture what it was like before it was filled in.
The boulevard was first improved by private interests. In 1893,
the Irondequoit Turnpike Co. was formed with the following as
officers.
President-John N. Beckley
Secretary-W. B. Ellwanger
Treasurer- Frederick Cook
Superintendent- Ira W. Ludington
These men were all interested in Windsor Beach or Summerville
property, the Ferry Boat, and the Railroad that ran to Windsor
Beach and Summerville.
The Turnpike Company received a state charter to construct
the boulevard and collect the toll. They widened the old road to 80
ft. by purchasing land on either side all the way from the city
line to Cole Road (now Colebrook) . They also purchased the
right of way 80 ft. wide from Cole Road to the Lake through the
Cole and Bietry Farms. Up to this time, the boulevard had ended
at Cole Road and in order to reach the Lake, one had to drive
down Cole Road to Washington Avenue and thence to the Lake.
This toll turnpike road was built at a cost of $75,000, a large
sum of money in those days. The Company named it Summerville
Boulevard but this was changed later to St. Paul Boulevard. For
many years after it was opened to traffic , this was a popular drive
out of Rochester. A toll gate to regulate traffic was located near
the present intersection of Scholfield Road. Some, endeavoring to
avoid the toll, would drive down Hudson Avenue and Cooper
Road (then called Lower Hudson) but the company took care of
that by erecting a second toll gate at the junction of Cooper Road
and the Boulevard.
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The first keeper of the toll gate was Mr. William Peck. He and
his wife collected toll for four years, during which time they lived
in the two~story square building standing between the street car
tracks and the road at what is now Scholfield Road. The rate was
3 cents for a bicycle and 5 cents for buggies and wagons, with an
additional nickel being charged for each passenger. Persons living
within a half mile radius of the gate were exempt. George Leake
followed Mr. Peck as toll keeper, and on a November day in 1910
Mr. Leake collected the last toll. The toll house was soon closed
and moved to nearby Wimbledon Road where it still stands, re~
modeled beyond recognition and now used as a dwelling. The
Town of Irondequoit was given a deed to the right of way and the
Rochester and Turnpike Co. went out of business.
In 1912, the asphalt~paved boulevard was completed from
Dake' s corners north to the Lake, a distance of two and a half
miles. In 1914 this was extended south to the City Line, a distance
of two miles. The cost of these two improvements was $100,000, of
which the town paid 35%. In 1929~1930, a still better road was
necessary to take care of the increased auto tr~ffic, so a much wi~
der pavement was laid over those four and one half miles. This
time the cost was $300,000. To meet it, each property owner hav~
ing frontage on either side of the road, was assessed at the rate
of $1 0 per running foot on each side of the road. Mr. Charles
Salmon had the greatest frontage and the cost to him was $20,000.
Sodium lights were installed on the boulevard in 1936 at a cost
of $16,000. One of the pins and accompanying badge issued on
the occasion of the "Path of Gold" Lighting, July 29, 1936, has
been added to the Town Historian's file by Mr. Fred Hussey,
Town Clerk.

The Bicycle Age
In 1893 when St. Paul St., as it was then called, was made into
a smooth gravel boulevard, it soon gained popularity with the
riders of bicycles and Summerville Boulevard was born.
Ask any old~timer what made the Gay Nineties gay, and he'll
you, if his memory is functioning efficiently, that the bicycle
made a bigger contribution to that happy time than any other one
thing.
Men and women who were boys and girls in the 1890's will
tell you that that was a time of the "bicycle craze." The number
of bicycles in use in Monroe County exceeded 40,000. Two million
bicycles were manufactured in the United States in 1897, the all~
time high.
St. Paul Boulevard became the most popular road leading out
of the city. There were more Club Runs and Club Road Races
held there than on any other road around Rochester. As many as
a dozen Cycle Clubs were formed at this time, not counting the
many Church and Fraternal Clubs for bicyling.
Of course, outstanding riders developed. Mr. Charles Peiffer
says he can remember nearly thirty fast riders. They all took part
in the many races along the boulevard, and the thrills they gave
the spectators will ever be remembered.
t~ll
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Summerville Boulevard Toll House.

Bicycle Age
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Mile posts were set up on the ea st side of the boulevard in
1894, between the car tracks and the road , for riders to time their
speed. The long hill from Cole Road (now Colebrook) to the old
wooden railroad bridges was where the greatest speed was made.
The large tree near the Ferry boat landing was circled by the
racers for the return trip.
Among the prizes offered in the various events were: a music
box , which would play as many as eight pieces; a gold and silver
shaving mug with brush; a gold headed cane; a diamond shirt
stud; an elegant oak rocker ; and a Mackintosh coat.

Carryalls
Horse cars began to be used in Rochester about 1880, but a ny ~
one traveling into the country had to find other means of trans~
portation, and that was when Carryalls had their day.
Carryalls were extraordinary in appearance, especially the
ones used by the Kalmbach Brothers, Henry and Jacob , who had
their stable on Maria Street in Rochester. Their popular model
was painted maroon with gold lettering and striping. There were
good brakes, a bugler, cushions, curta ins and accomodations fo r
24AO passengers. Some of the larger of these, such as the Higgins
"49," required teams of four to six horses. The driver was seated
very high on the coach and the lead team was sometimes forty to
sixty feet from him. It did require skill on the part of the driver,
but the teams were usually well~trained and dependable. It was
quite a sight to see these fine horses , in their highly~polished,
brass~trimmed harness, hauling what looked like a circus wagon
loaded with people. Carryalls were the last word in rural trans~
portation.
It was quite the custom to picnic at the Newport at that time ,
and Carryalls were hired to take small groups there, remain all
day with the party, and then bring them back to the city in the
evening. Sometimes, as many as twenty Carryalls could be counted
backed up against the hill at the extreme end of the ground, a
horse show in itself since Higgins' Livery was noted for its fine
horses. These conveyances were also engaged to take people to
affairs at Schuetzen Park. to various outings at resorts on both the
Lake and Bay, and to Charlotte for the Blessing of the Graves
at the Holy Sepulcher Cemetery. They were kept especially busy
on Sundays and holidays, for that was when crowds sought the
resorts.
When the Glen Haven Railroad was built in 1888. Carryalls
went on the wane and when the trolley line to Summerville was
installed in 1903, their era had passed.

Early Railroads
ROME . WATERTOWN AND OGDENSBURG
The tracks of the Lake Shore Railroad , later to be known as
the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroa d , were the first
to be laid in the Town of Irondequoit. The road w a s completed in
1875.
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The Irondequoit section , although only four miles of the total
distance of the road , was not an easy stretch to build. The fillingin necessary for the span over the outlet of Irondequoit Bay
required an average of from 12 to 15 teams and wagons and
about 50 men working two winters and one summer to do the
work. The dirt was brought from the hills both on the Irondequoit
and Webster sides of the Bay. There was also a vast amount of
filling-in to be done west of Sea Breeze and across the marshes
west of Durand Eastman Park over to the Genesee River. In
fact, the distance from Oklahoma Beach on the Webster side to
the west side of the river at Charlotte was considered the most
expensive part of constructing the railroad,
Each township . through which the railroad passed. was expected to sell or subscribe for a certain amount of bonds. Webster
bought heavily in order to have the railroad pass through their
village.
Irondequoit never benefitted very much from the road. Perhaps
if the road had not been built, our lake front would have been
far more beautiful: Rock Beach is a sample of what the entire
front might have been.
In 1891 . this road was purchased by the New York Central.
ROCHESTER AND LAKE ONTARIO RAILWAY
" DUMMY LINE"
The State Charter for this steam railroad was granted June 3,
1879. The Company was capitalized at $65,000 and par value
of the stock, at $100 per share . was subscribed by 42 holders.
The officers, all of Rochester. were:
President- Michael Pilon
Vice-President- Norman H. Galusha
Secretary and Treasurer- Nathaniel B. Ellison
The Company purchased several acres of land on Portland
Ave, opposite Bay Street and here a station and round house were
erected. These took the form of a steam railroad terminal. ticket
office. waiting room, and all the other things incidental to such
a place.
The track . leading out of the yard here, curved across Portland
Ave., between the sidewalk and the street all the way to the turn
at Chapin and Mohawk Streets. Here it crossed Porland Ave. in
a long bend to the west side of the street, crossed Norton St.
and went on to the Ridge Road where it made a right an\lle turn
and proceeded along the north side of the Ridge. Crossing
Culver Rd., it entered on property which had been purchased by
the Company and proceeded to the northern terminus at the Sea
Breeze. Here, the Company had purchased about 50 acres of
land bordering on the shores of the Lake and the Bay, for the
purpose of constructing a summer resort to attract passengers
to the Lake.
After the train left the station at Rochester . the first stop was
at Norton Street. There were further stops at Ridge Road and
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Dummy Line

First Steam Train on Glen Haven Line -
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Portland, Whipple's Station which was just east of Bouckhart
Ave., Forest House, Newport Crossing, Ide's Lane and finally at
Sea Breeze.
The Fores t House was just about midway between the Rochester Station and Sea Breeze. At this point , a rather long turnout
was built so that trains could pass. A round trip took one hour
and when two trains were running, it made the schedule at each
end of the line at half hour intervals. The trains left at both ends
of the line at the same time so that they reached the Forest
House at the same time for passing . The proprietor of the Forest
House had an arrangem ent with the company whereby the trains
would halt in fro nt of his restaurant for at least five minutes, or
long enoug h for passengers to purchase r efreshments. This the
Company agreed to, and in exchange they were given right of
way across a piece of property owned by the Forest House.
At first, the Company purchased eight first-class passenger
cars and two locomotives which had originally been used in
Philadelphia for transporting people around the 1876 Centennial
grounds. The locomotives weighed eighteen tons each and were
built for power and speed. Called Number 1 and Number 2, they
were the "dummy" type first used in Philadelphia and on the
elevated railroads of New York City: that is , the boiler was
enclosed for its entire length so that the engineer and fireman
could walk on either side of it while the train was in motion.
A bout ten years later. two more passenger cars and another
locomotive were purchased . The latter. named Number 31,
weighed thirty-five tons and proved unsatis factory because it was
too heavy for the rails.
From Bay Street to Clifford Avenue , the train was allowed to
travel ten miles an hour; from Clifford to Norton Street, not over
twenty ; from Norton Street on, the speed was not limited. The
bell was rung continuously as a warning to people along the way.
From the first year, the railroad was a success, financially and
otherwise. It became a very popular way of reaching the Lake .
and on Sundays and holidays it carried thousands of people to
Sea Breeze.
From 1879 to 1895, the Dummy Line prospered. After 1895,
when extensive improvements had to be made, such as new and
heavier rails, repairing of cars and locomotives, building of hotels
and pavilions at Sea Breeze, laying out of walks, erecting small
bridges, and planting shrubbery to beautify the grounds , the
road's financial status was set back for the next three years.
On Sunday April 30, 1899 at 3 P.M. an accident occurred at
the corner of Portland Ave. and the Ridge Road. When the
engineer tried to slow down to make the turn on the Ridge, .the
brakes failed to work. The engine could not be reversed m t1me
a nd though the locomotive made the curve, the first ccach ,
packed with passengers , rolled over and slid some 60 ft . before
stopping. The second car, an open coach, slammed against the
rear of the first, and tumbled over, striking the porch of the
Schooley home at the corner, and demolishing it. The remaining
three coaches did not leave the . track 'but the passengers were
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badly shaken up. One man was killed in the wreck and more than
one hundred were injured, some seriously. The Rochester Herald
of May 1, 1899 printed a full description of the disaster. It can
be read to-day on microfilm at Rundel Library.
Mr. George Hunt was an eye witness to the wreck, and he
said that the ambulances could not take care of ali the injured
and his father took his team and market wagon and, tl aying
blankets on the floor of the wagon , carried several to the hospital.
Many suits for damages were filed against the railroad and
the Company petitioned for bankruptcy. In December 1899, the
Company was sold and a new company, the Rochester and
Suburban Railroad was formed. The new company changed the
motive power from steam to electricity and constructed a large
power house and car barns on the site of the steam terminal at
Portland Avenue. Four enclosed troiley cars were purchased for
winter use and ten open cars for mild weather. The old steam
railroad equipment was disposed of and the three locomotivesNo. 1, No. 2, No. 31-were sold and shipped to coal mines in
Pennsylvania.
In August of 1900. the Rochester and Lake Ontario Railroad
Company merged with the Rochester and Suburban Company.
From 1900 to 1905, many improvements were made on the Sea
Breeze Line including double tracking of nearly ali of its length.
And finaily in 1912 after the Ridge Road was widened, the company laid double tracks the entire distance from Bay Street to
Sea Breeze.
The Rochester and Suburban Company was taken over in 1909
by the New York State Railroad Trolley system. The trolley line
was abandoned in 1936 when buses were instailed and the
Rochester Transit Corporation became the owners in August 1938.
WINDSOR BEACH RAILROAD
The Windsor Beach Railroad, built about 1884. was a very
short line built along the east bank of the Genesee River and
connected Rochester with Windsor Beach and Summerville. Its
southern terminus was where Bausch and Lomb Factory is now
located. The station was cailed Brinker Station and named for
a General of the 54th Regiment, who was one of the prime
promoters of the Railroad. General Brinker owned property at the
Rifle Range and a race track on the Flats where he had a large
barn and stables and was said to have kept 40 to 60 horses. The
railroad followed close to the river on the east side and carried
passengers via Brinker's race track and picnic grounds to Windsor
Beach and Summerville.
The officers of this road were:
President-Bernard W. Tone
Secretary- William C. Bush
Treasurer- Wiiliam Purceii
All of these men were interested in promoting Windsor Beach
and Summerville as resorts .
In 1886. the Rome , Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad pur50

chased this railroad and thus forced an entrance into Rochester
through Irondequoit. The line was then extended across St Paul
St. and over the river to State St. where the company opened a
passenger and freight station, in the old Warham Whitney home.
Passenger service has long been discontinued on this road although
it is still used for freight.
GLEN HAVEN RAILROAD
The Rochester and Glen Haven Railroad made plans in I887
to build a 3 ft. gauge steam railroad from East M ain and Ch a mb e r~
lain Streets in Rochester to Glen Haven on Irondequoit Bay. An
office was opened on December I 0, I 887 and construction sta rted
in the fall of I888 . bu t the line was not opened for business until
June I8 , I889. After August I of that year , trains began to run
to Glen Haven every hour. There were 115,582 passengers car~
ried during the year ending June 30, 1890.
The line extended from the station on East Main Street across
Culver Road just south of Grand Ave., thence east over Merchants
Road where it curved over the Laurelton Tract and under Clifford
Avenue (Empire Boulevard). Then it entered the scenic ravine
running through the Pardee and Bauman farms , made a grade
crossing at Helendale Road and continued on to the Bay. There
were therefore four highway crossings on the route. Two steam
locomotives weighing 23 tons each were used . There w ere I2
flat cars , one bas-mage car and five passenger cars at a total
cost of $120,000 . The cars were heated by coal stoves and illumi~
nated by flickering oil lamps. Capital stock was $98,000 and equipment was valued at $182 ,000.
On September 23 , 1890, the company filed a report showing
earnings of $12 ,867 and operating expenses of $19,779.40. Thus
financially embarassed , The Rochester and Glen Haven Railroad
sold out, on February 8. 1893, to a new company incorporated
under the name of The Glen Haven Railroad Company. Business
continued to be poor and in 1895 no trains were run . On Septem~
ber 30 . 1895 th e ro ad wEls solrl at for <>closure to the I rondequoit
Park R ailway with C. C. Woodwo rth . Presid en t and Thomas
Lynn . Superintendent.
The Irondequoit Park Railway was chartered on October I 0,
1895. The road up to this time had been a 3-gauge road but the
new owners rebuilt the road to standard gauge ( 4.8 ft . ) , electri~
fied it and used 60 lb. rail. It was reopened for business on May
30, I896 and a total of 45 ,000 people was handled by 10 open
cars during the first year. A power plant was installed in 1896.
Cars were run every 20 minutes . Motormen and conductors re~
ceived 15 cents an hour; starters, trackmen and others, 12 !,1
cents an hour.
Two years later. 14 cars and 5 trailers handled 140.000 passengers . As was the custom in all parts of the United States , the
trolley company purchased land at some favorable location for
the purpose of establishing an amusement park which in turn
would mean a tremendous growth in the railway's passenger business. In this case, the first sod was turned for the Glen Haven
resort on September 11 . 18 99.
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Irondequoit Park Railway cars were double~end, with one
trolley pole which was swung around with a rope so the car could
be operated from either end. They had wooden seats for 32,
hand brakes and electric lights. The vestibules were open on one
side, and there was a screen there which the motorman kept
closed.
On April 1. 1901 the property was leased to the Rochester and
Sodus Bay Railroad for a period of nine hundred and ninety~
nine years at an annual rental of $5.000. This agreement became
void on July 24, 1902 when the line was merged with the Sodus
Bay Railroad. It was then double-tracked to Glen Haven and
cars ran from the center of Rochester direct to Glen Haven Park.
On July 31. 1902 the Sodus Bay subsidiary was leased to the
Rochester Railway Company and on March 22. 1910 the New
York State Railways took over. The line was discontinued in
1927.
ROCHESTER AND IRONDEQUOIT RAILROAD
On the 19th of May in 1903, another Company was incorporated called the Rochester and Irondequoit Railroad Company.
This was an electric trolley line which extended from the city
line or Ridge Road down St. Paul Boulevard to the Lake ... The
Company's main office was at Summerville.
This company purchased, over a great part of the distance, a
strip of land 17 ft. wide on either side of the present boulevard and
tracks were constructed on this right of way. The company also
purchased a strip of land 80 ft. wide from Cole Rd. to the Lake,
a distance of about a mile, in order to provide a direct route to
the ferry.
Also operating under the title of the Windsor Improvement
Company, this concern purchased many acres of land both at
Windsor Beach and at Summerville, mostly from the Bietry farm.
upon which they erected, at Windsor Beach Park, a large hotel.
They laid out the White City grounds into streets, planted shade
trees and otherwise beautified the grounds. At the car ferry landing . they erected a large pavilion known as the "Round House."
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where bicycle riders circled for return trip.

Round House ot Summerville. Note Ticket Office for ferry at left and tree at right

IRONDEQUOIT BAY
Its Coves
Few bodies of water the size of Irondequoit Bay have so many
sheltered coves. Starting at Sea Breeze along the west side of
the bay let us visit some of these coves, learn their names and
how they came to be so called.
Before the new road was constructed along the railroad tracks
from Ridge Rd. to the Outlet, and before the sewerage disposal
plant was built at the Sea Breeze, there was a cove called "The
Secret Cove." The Indians used this cove as a hideout to spy
on Denonville' s army in 1689, when it camped at the sand bar
between the lake and the bay.
Just to the north of Point Pleasant was a large cove, sheltered
by a point of land extending out into the bay about 300 ft. This
cove has now been filled in by grading off a high hill to the south
of it and in the rear of Point Pleasant Hotel.
Immediately south of Point Pleasant was Ide's Cove, (now
Schnackel Cove) covering about 2 acres of very deep surface
water. At one time it had a very narrow entrance from the bay.
This cove is protected by high wooded hills. The name Ide's .Cove

Little Massaug Cave-at right is Birds and _Warms. Building on point is now Newport
Yacht Club
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w a s g iven to it because Daniel Ide owned a 75~acre farm which
extended from Culver Rd. to the Bay. Before Point Pleasant Rd .
w as fit for travel , the only way to reach Ide's Cove was by a lane
through Ide Farm. When the Dummy Line ran to the Sea Breeze
there was a platform along the tracks called Ide's Station, a
regular stop from which people walked to the Cove and other
places along the Bay.
About midway between Point Pleasant and the point of land
called Birds and Worms, is Webber's Cove, protected by high
hills. Mr. George Webber owned 50 acres of land extending from
the boulevard to the Lake. He was known for his trapping of
mink and muskrats along the Bay and this cove is named for him .
Th e cove south of Birds a nd Worms is Little Massaug Cove,
also known at one time as Cook's Cove. This was named for a
man who owned 50 acres extending along Seneca Rd. to the
Bayshore and including the cove, which is about one.:.half mile
by 500 ft. It is another of the coves around which cottages were
built. One can reach this cove by turning at the end of Titus
Ave. down a very steep hill.
Big Massaug Cove is next on the south. Its form is that of a
large horse shoe. It is about a half mile wide and extends inland
nearly a mile. The tw o coves are separated by a narrow strip of
land, the tip of which points out into the bay like a long finger .
This cove was sometimes called Walzer Cove because Mr. Joseph
Walzer owned the 160~acre farm that extended from Culver Rd .
to the Bay. The name Massaug is of Indian origin. Both of these
coves w ere fed by large springs. Years ago they w ere some of
the best fishing grounds in the Bay.
Just north of the Newport House w as another large cove.
When the w a ter was high , it extended nearly a mile inland. It
is narrow at the mouth a nd wider at the rear. In the days between
1870 a nd 1900 . thi s was considered the shipyard of the Bay .
Both steamboats and gasoline launches were built there, as well
a s hundreds of row boats . Newport Cove was a busy place all
the year around. Boats w ere repaired and built there all during
the wint er months. Over the mouth of the cove, Mr. Sours, owner
of the Newport House, built a foot bridge. At one time there
w as a lift bridge in the center operated with iron w eights to lift
a nd lower th e center span .
Between 1840 and 1845, Newport Cove was also a kind
of terminal for a ferry boat that carried logs across the bay from
the W eb ster side to the saw~mill which formerly occupied the site
of the Newport House and was owned by Mr. Joseph Vinton.
Mr. Vin ton saw ed the logs into lumber by horse power and then
ha uled th e lumber to Rochesterville.
Not far to the south of the Newport cove was a much smaller
one know n as McBride or Galusha Cove. In this sheltered spot
the Roches ter Canoe Club has carried on its activities for 42
years. It is not a deep cove, but its approach from land is through
a beautiful valley , where a spring creek flo w s. Water from this
creek at one time furnished water for the Irondequoit Wine Co.
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Algonquin Club House at Inspiration Point.
Held Cove and Held Island in Background.

Held Island with many-sided home of artist William Held.
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Ward 's Scientific Establishment now occupies the building originally used by the Wine Company and the spring water is still
used by Ward's. The name Galusha was given to the cove
because Mr. Galusha built his summer home there fronting on the
bay. Later the home became a club house. Hiram Edgerton
one-time Mayor of Rochester and then owner, sold it to the
Club.
Point Lookout just south of Galusha cove extends out in the
bay and protects the marsh beyond. Into this marsh land the
Hobbie and Densmore Creeks empty. These two creeks have,
over the years , washed into the valley considerable silt, sand
and gravel. so that what once was water is now pasture land.
When the city directed its sewage into these two creeks, it spoiled
the cove for fishing and recreation. When the Bay Shore Blvd.
was built over this cove and creek in 1933 it practically landlocked the cove. The fill-in was 1000 ft. long by 25 ft. in height.
Two 8 ft. culverts were placed in the fill. for the flow of the creek.
Pt. Lookout was once called Arrowhead.
Between Bay View and Glen Haven was another small cove
which extended to the rear of the Hebing and Glen Haven
property. This cove has since been entirely filled in.
Be tween Glen Haven and Snyder's Island was quite a large
cove which at one time extended about 2000 ft. inland toward the
Helendale Rd. This cove was sometimes called the Bauman and
Pardee Cove. In grading down the steep hills to make land for
Glen Haven Park. most of this cove was filled in. There are also
very interesting coves along the east side of the bay and while
they belong to Irondequoit history, they are a part of Webster.
Just north of Empire Boulevard is the largest and deepest cove
around the Bay. It is called Isles Cove, named for the Isles family
who, for many years, lived on a hill at the entrance to the cove.
One can walk for nearly a mile around the east side of this cove,
which is fed by a creek of spring water coming down the valley
from Penfield. Much grading has been done around the hills sur~
rounding this cove.
About a mile north of Isles Cove was a small cove known as
Drake's Landing. This has been filled in by land from the Drake
Farm and is now referred to as Glen Edyth .
Held's Cove, about two miles north of Glen Edyth, is very
picturesque. It is surrounded by timbered hills nearly 200 ft. high,
one of which is Inspiration Point, which protects the cove from the
north. In the center of this cove is an island, which at one time covered ab.out an acre of land. For several years Mr. Held had a home
on the island. He was an artist of some note.

Boats on the Bay and Lake
There were many boats plying the Irondequoit Bay between
the years 1870 and 1910. Of these perhaps the two best known
were the "Galusha" and the "Woodworth."
The Galusha was built in 1877 at Newport by Norman N.
Galusha. It was a double-deck boat and the only side-wheeler
steamboat to ply the Bay. After the Glen Haven resort came into
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" Lookout" enroute from Hemlock Lake to Irondequoit Bay.

Steamer "Woodworth"
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existence: in 1889 its name: was changed to the: "Glen Haven." It
had a seating capacity of 175 and a round trip of 10 miles around
the: Bay cost 25 cents. The: Galusha (Glen Haven) was in service:
for about 30 years and was destroyed by fire: at the: Newport dock.
The "Woodworth" was only one: of several boats owned
or operated by F. C. Woodworth. This boat was built for Mr.
Woodworth by Orlo Walzer in 1885 at Glen Edyth, or Drake's
Landing as it was then called. It too, was a double~de:ck boat but
differed from the: Galusha in that it was driven by a propeller. It
was a long narrow boat and carried about 200 passengers. The:
Woodworth operated for about 25 years and was then beached
at the Newport cove, where it was stripped of its machinery and
abandonded.
The: first steamboat to operate: on the: Bay was the: "Jennings."
It too was built at Drake's Landing by Alf Jennings in the early
1870s. Later this boat was re:~christe:ned the "Webster." It had a
capacity of 30 persons and was a sort of flat~bottomed raft with
an upright steam boiler.
The "Island Queen" was another well known steamer on the
Bay. It was built by Richard Snyder and his sons, Edward and
George. Snyder's Island at the head of the Bay was their home.
They built the boat to carry people: to the Island from all parts
of the Bay. It was smaller than the Galusha or the: Woodworth,
but a much faster boat. It carried about 100 passengers.
The "Lookout" was still another steamboat for passenger
service on the: Bay and has a very interesting history. When Roch~
ester acquired Hemlock Lake for the city'_s water supply, it dis~
posed of the cottages and boats there. Mr. Frank Eve:rshed of
Irondequoit purchased three of the cottages and one of the boats.
This boat had a single deck, measured 45 feet in length and had a
10 Yz ft. beam. Since there: were no tractors in general use in 1903
there was a problem of getting the boat to Irondequoit. Mr. Ever~
shed solved this by securing two heavy wagons, and after re:mov~
ing the superstructure and the machinery, the hull was securely
fastened to these wagons by means of a long pole. Then he hired a
thrashing machine: engine to draw the hull and a horse and wagon to transport the machinery and superstructure. It took three days
to make the trip from Hemlock Lake: to Sea Breeze, where the boat
was re~assembled and launched. The Lookout was well named: in
the three day trip, that exclamation was probably used many times.
The boat cost Mr. Evershed $75 and it was used. to the enjoyment
of many , for twelve years on the Bay.
The "Damascus" was partially built at Charlotte in 1892 and
owned by J. D. Scott, a very well~known Lake Captain. The low~
er part of the: boat was towed to the cove between the old White~
house Hotel and the cottage of the Unique Social Club where the
engine was installed and the: superstructure completed. This boat
was built after the pattern of the: Mississippi River boats with a
back wheel propeller. It was a most difficult boat to manage and
was used for only a very short time and then sold to a man who an~
chored it and used it as a restaurant. Another boat owned by J.
D. Scott and used on the: Bay was the "Eleanor."
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More popular than the large steamboats were the gasoline
launches that began to appear after 1900. Members of the Unique
Social Club placed the first gasoline motor launch on the Bay. It
was christened by Colonel Moulthrop the "Otetiani" in 1901. In
1904, it won first prize in the Carnival of the Damascus Temple
Shrine Patrol held off Glen Haven.
The majority of these gasoline launches were owned by the
Irondequoit Navigation Company headed by William Sours who
was at one time the owner and proprietor of the Newport House.
The period between 1900 and 1930 was one of great prosperity
for the Bay resorts . Thousands of people took advantage of the
round trip offered by which one could go by rail to Charlotte,
across on the boat "J. D. Scott" to Sea Breeze and then take either
a steamboat or a gasoline launch to Glen Haven, and the trolley
back to Rochester; or the trip could be taken in reverse. Stopover
privileges were granted at most of the Bay resorts, including Point
Pleasant, Birds and Worms , Newport and Glen Edyth. This trip
was called "The Pink Ticket Trip" and tickets for the trip were
sold by Mr. J.D. Scott, owner of the Lake boat by the same name,
from a tent at the Four Corners in Rochester. Thousands will re~
member this little man. who began his career as conductor on the
Dummy line. The J. D. Scott boats once ran from the old Glen
House at the Lower Falls on the Genesee River, down the river,
across the Lake to Sea Breeze and later from Charlotte to Sea
Breeze. The Glen House was built in 1870. An elevator to carry

Point Pleasant l-one of the gasoline launches owned by Irondequoit Bay
Navigation Co.
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people to the Glen House from the west side of the river w as built
in 1878. The Old House was destroyed by fire in 1894 and about
that time trips down the river ended.

Early Navigation Companies
In 1909 the Irondequoit Navigation Company was formed by
five men who owned gasoline launches on the Bay. These members
were William Sours. Frank Evershed. Joseph Fisher, Joseph
Keible and Edmund De Maecker. William Sours owned Newport
I. II and III. Edmund De Maecker and Joseph Fisher owned Point
Pleasant I and II. Frank E vershed owned the Lookout. The boats
owned by Mr. Sours were built at the bay but Point Pleasant I and
II were built on the grounds of the Forest House and taken to
the bay on wagons.
These boats ran from Sea Breeze to Glen Haven, stopping at
all docking places between. Some of them were about 100 ft. in
length and could carry about 75 passengers, with a speed of 15
knots per hour and were in use untill925 .
In 1911 th ese same men formed the Lake Ontario Navigation
Company and their boats , the "Walkan" and the " Glen" plied
the lake from Sea Breeze to Charlotte and up the Genesee River
as far as Brewers Dock .
Mr. De Maecker is the only sur v1vmg member of the Navigation Companies. He celebrated his 82nd birthday this past year
but is st ill very active. For some time he was employed by the town
to guide the children across the dangerous Culver-Ridge intersection on their way to RidHewood and Abraham Lincoln Schools.
The Ridgewood paper "The Chalkboard" has paid him the following tribute : " All the children love him . and we parents are
grateful for his vigilance."

Ice Boating
Boating on the Bay in summer was great sport but ice boating
in the winter was more exciting . The first ice boat to sail on the
bay was a very crude contraption. It was built in the 1880's by
George Payne, whose home was on Culver Road near the Sea
Breeze. This crude boat caused a lot of excitment because it was
the first iceboat that many, living along the bay, had ever seen.
For two or three years after the Payne boat made its first run, a
lot of experiments were carried on to improve iceboating. John
and Jacob A man built a very complete iceboat. Still better and
more modern types foJlo w ed. By 1900 there were a number of
iceboats sailing up and down the bay. The Rochester Canoe Club
had some of these boats and Mr. Wi'Iliam Sours , who owned the
gasoline launches. also owned two fast iceboats. The speed of
these craft is limited only by the force of the wind and the skill
of the skipper.
One of the largest and fastest iceboa ts at that time was one
built by Orlo Walzer and Daniel Forman about 1890. It could
carry six passengers.
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From 1890 to 1910 ice boating on the bay was very popular.
Now, in 1957, the sport is enjoying a revival.

Bay Fishing
Down through the years fishing on the Bay has been a most
popular pastime. Before 1890 and before the city of Rochester
emptied sewage into the bay, Irondequoit Bay was one of the
favorite fishing grounds of western New York. Fifty years ago
the bay teemed with all kinds of game fish. Trout, bass, pike, pick~
ere!, and even sturgeon were found.
At the Newport House, Mr. Sours owned more than 100 row
boats that could be rented at 50 cents a day. To accomodate the
many persons who wanted to fish, Mr. Sours erected a building
about 30 f.t. square which rested on piling over the water at the
entrance of the Newport cove, called the Minnow House. Inside
was a screened~ in tank about 10 ft . square and 4 ft. deep where
minnows were kept, and scooped out with hand nets in sizes and
amounts as anglers desired. Mr. Sours hired two men , who fished
the creeks ab9ut town , to keep this minnow house supplied. Other
resorts on the bay also furnished boats and bait to fishermen.
Sometimes as many as 100 boats could be counted at one time, all
there for the same purpose-that of fishing.
With the bay so full of fish, it was only natural for some to
do illegal fishing with nets. Sometimes they got away with it, but
more often the game warden, always on the lookout, would find
the nets and then , according to law, he was required to take them
te the Court House, where a committee from the Board of Super~
visors would burn the nets in the boilers of the Court House.
Some of these nets were handmade and therefore quite expensive.
In the early days, fishing in Lake Ontario with nets was legal.
This was later changed to limit fishing with nets one half mile
from shore and with a proper permit. It was easy to row a boat
loaded with nets from the Lake into the Bay through the outlet, a
great temptation when the lake was rough because the bay always
had a sheltered place to set the nets. This was usually done on
dark nights or during a rain storm when the game warden was less
likely to be around. From the bay, one could fill a long net with
a ton or more of edible fish , while the same net set in the lake
would catch much less. The lake yielded mostly white fish.
The thing that destroyed fishing in Irondequoit Bay was not
the illegal fishing, but the amount of sewage emptied into the bay
through the creeks which flowed into it near Point Lookout. This
occurred in the early days of Rochester before the houses were
equipped with modern plumbing.
The only fish that seem to thrive in the bay today are carp.
They are generally referred to as scavengers and became plentiful
in the bay about 1?1 0. Carp are considered vegetarians, sometimes
called pigs, because they are found around the roots of flags and
swale, and they literally plow up the bottom in coves and along
the shore.
Carp are 9ood eating if properly prepared. They should be
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skinned in order to remove the strong-flavored oil between the
skin and the flesh.
Twenty-five tons is a lot of fish~even when they are carp.
But that was the "take" in just one net full from Irondequoit Bay
in one day in 1939. It is said to be the largest single haul ever made
in New York State. Many of these carp weighed 2 lbs. each and
some more. This big catch was made by a crew of fishermen who
have undertaken to rid the bay of carp. A previous haul netted
about 10,000 lbs.
In the first year, 1936, they netted 85 tons ; in 1937, they hauled
60 tons and in 1938, they got 45 tons. This makes a grand total of
190 tons or 380,000 lbs. Their work was done under sponsorship of
the Conservation Committee. These many pounds of carp are not
destroyed but are sold to New York dealers.
In 1939, the fourth year of the Carp Crew's opera tions , their
success in netting resulted in partial restoration of the bay as the
best fishing grounds in upstate New York .

Harvesting Ice on the Bay
Before the age of manufactured ice, people had to depend on
ice made by nature's zero weather on ponds and lakes. Ice was cut
for storage when it had frozen to a depth of ten to fourteen inches.
The Town of Irondequoit was well supplied with spring fed
poncls, among which were Emerson's on St. Paul Street, Stanton's
on Titus Avenue, Staudenmaier's at Rifle Range , Cole's at Cole
Road, Goer's at Eaton Road, Hobbie's on Culver Roa~ . Bumpus
on Ridge Road. east of Culver, Buyck's on Titus Avenue opposite
Bouckhart Avenue and Titus's on Hudson Street. Ice on nearly all
of these ponds was cut two or three times during the winter, depending, of course, on the extent of the cold weather.
Irondequoit Bay was looked upon as the best place to procure
enough ice to fill the large ice houses . When frozen over. it produced thousands of tons of crystal pure ice. Saw dust was used in
great quantities to pack the ice in the ice houses . The breweries of
Rochester were the largest users of bay ice.
Cutting ice on the Bay was surrounded by more or less danger; thus , only those with experience and training took contracts
for this work. Ice was cut by plows, drawn by teams of horses, in
the following manner. Soundings were made to determine the
thickness of the ice. If found heavy enough the snow was scraped
off and a space comprising about an acre was marked off in
straight rows, 18 inches one way and 30 inches the other. Following these rows, the ice plow was lowered to within three inches
of the bottom of the ice. so that after the ice was plowed it would
still be safe to walk on, even for the horses. An ice plow has a
steel blade about 6 feet lon9. 8 inches wide and one half inch
thick, with long sharp teeth. After the ice was plowed the cakes
were broken apart, loaded on sleighs and hauled to the land. Ice
harvesting was hard work. Many a man slipped and got a boot
full of ice water. or got his hand s and feet pinched between cakes
of ice. Frost bitten ears and noses were common. Since horses had
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to be especially shod with sharp points on their shoes, blacksmiths
did a thriving business during the ice season .
Irondequoit Bay had a very large ice house built by William
Schneider in 1920, on the sand bar near Oklahoma Beach and operated under the name of the Ontario Ice and Coal Company, Inc.
It was built primarily for icing freight cars for the railroad. In the
fruit season, as many as 500 refrigerator fruit cars were iced. At
this time cold storage plants for storing fruit and vegetables were
very rare. Freight cars were also loaded with ice and shipped to
Rochester.
The Schneider Ice House could store 60,000 tons of ice. It was
filled from the Bay by a conveyer that extended over the road
about 30 feet high to the top of the icehouse. To drop the ice from
this height to the first layer required an extra chute which could
be raised and lowered as the house was filled. During the time of
cutting and storing the ice, many men were hired. Schneider's Ice
House was destroyed by fire in 1939.
There was another large ice house at Stanton's Pond where
ice from that pond was stored.
Resorts along the Bay, as well as some of the summer homes
and Club Houses, had their own ice houses. In the homes \yhere
ice was not obtainable, "cool cellars" were used f?r the stora~ ~f
food or food was placed in buckets and lowered mto a well. 1 hts
was, of course, before the days of refrigeration.

Bay Resorts
SEA BREEZE
The building of the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad in 1872-1875 over the sand bar and on over to Charlotte was
the first means of advertising Se.a Breeze as a resort. The passenger trains on this road then stopped at Sea Breeze.
Sea Breeze did not really become a resort for Rochester
people until 1897, when the Rochester and Lake Ontario Railroad
was finished. As has been noted, this road was called the "Dummy
Line."
As early as 1865 , Mr. George E . Allen purchased about 5
acres of land fronting on both the Lake and the Bay. There was a
house on this property formerly occupied by a Mr. Shaw, which
Allen remodeled for a three story hotel. This hotel stood about
where the amusement and refreshment concessions now line the
highway. It was an imposing building with its three balconies. The
water supply came from a well located in front of the building in
about the center of the road, and covered by a concrete manhole.
Not only was this a water supply for the hotel, but water from it
was carried in pails to several households in the vicinity. This well
was still intact when the present highway was built.
After Mr. Allen's death, the property reverted to his daughter,
Mrs. Libby A. Brewer. The Allen Hotel was also known as the
Sea Breeze House and there was a sign in front which read "As
we journey through life. let us live by the way." It burned in 1885
and was never rebuilt.
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Natatorium at Sea Breeze

Lake Bluff Hotel at Sea Breeze
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As a resort, Sea Breeze reached a high point of popularity
when, in 1889, the Rochester and Lake Ontario Railroad Company
spent considerable money to make the grounds attractive. They
erected the large Lake View Hotel on the bluff overlooking the
Lake. This hotel was a very popular place for twenty years, but
was destroyed by fire on April I, 1909.
In 1890, Sea Breeze had its own electr;c light plant. The build~
ing for this purpose was erected opposite where the Sea Breeze
Post Office is now located. It served for about twenty years. La~
ter, power was procured from the city.
With the abandonment of the steam road for the electric railway in 1900, Sea Breeze came under new management and many
concessions and amusements were brought in. The grounds were
so large that great crowds could assemble there with little fric~
tion. Some were in the lovely cool grove, some spent time at the
beaches, or in the dancing pavilion, while others visited the various
amusement stands. went fishing, or sought refreshments at the
several stands about the grounds. It was easy for a crowd to lose
itself where every foot of space had something to offer. The
grounds extended from the Culver Road entrance to Durand
Eastman Park, to the Outlet, a distance cf about a mile.
The Natatorium, built in 1925 at Sea Breeze, proved quite an
attraction and covered about three acres of ground. The swimming
pool was open and in the center. It wa s about 300 ft. lon!=J and 125
ft. in width. At one end, the water was shallow for the use of
children while at the other end it was deeper for those who wished
to use the diving board and enjoy a swim . There ·were a host of
devices in the pool, including a fast toboggan. smaller slides, a wa~
ter wheel and a water merry~go~round. Music was furnished . by
well known bands, on special occasions. Around the pool was a
promenade walk, used also for sun-bathing. Beyond this walk. the
grandstands were placed, while beyond the grandstands were
the shower baths, dressing rooms and lockers. There were also
rest rooms, lounging rooms and a dining room.
The water, before being pumped into the pool. was brined to
the degree of sea water. This was done in a very large room in
which there were seven glass-lined tanks , each of which held 3000
gallons. The water was pumped from the lake into these tanks
where it was made .salty and heated to a temperature of 70-75 de~
grees. The pool was thoroughly cleaned and then filled from the
tanks. There was a continuous flow from the tanks so that the water in the pool was constantly changed, thus keeping it in a sani~
tary condition and of even temperature.
At the time it was opened on July 1, 1925 , it was the largest
salt water swimming pool in the world . It cost $300.000 and was
the idea of Bert Wilson , the Traffic Manager for the N. Y. State
Railroad. Financially, it proved a failure, and investors in its stock
lost considerable money. It was taken over by the Rochester Tran~
sit Corporation and finally abandoned as a pcol on May 24 , 1931.
A roof was put over it and it was used as a Bingo Hall until the
Culver Parkway took part of the land on which it stood. A small
part of the building still stands and is being used as a warehouse.
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Dock ot Newport in 1885 with Steamer "looko ut" loading passengers. Its ornot o
lattice work double-deck pavilion mode this a landmark on Irondequoit Bay for
many years.

George W. Long has been associated with Sea Breeze Amuse~
ment Park for many years. He rented the Park from 1935 to 1946
when he purchased the 35 acres and all concessions from the Tran~
sit Corporation. His father was a concessionaire there before him.
Mr. Long has made many improvements. built a number of first~
rate concessions. and established a well~run park, free from
rowdyism, and this has won him a host of friends among his Sea
Breeze neighbors.
NEWPORT HOUSE
The vine~covered Newport House is the oldest hotel on the
Bay. In 1840, Joseph Vinton converted his saw mill into the inn
which became this famous landmark. He sold the place later to Mr.
Walzer who built up a reputation for fine dinners at his hotel and
attracted many of the rich and well~to~do. Mr. Walzer was
drowned in the bay one winter day in 1880 while walking on the
ice.
Mr. William Sours then became owner of the property. He had
been an employee of Mr. Walzer's and was familiar with the bus~
iness and its clientele. Within ten years , the business had doubled
and Mr. Sours had built horse barns . stables and sheds as well as
additional rooms in the hotel. A pavilion and large docks were
built where steamboats could tie up. The hills were graded and a
road was built.
By this time the Newport had not only a reputation for fine
food, but also as the best place to go fishing. People drove from
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School picnic at Newport

A trip aro und Irondequoit Bay on the "Galusha" was a big feature of the Sunday

Newport House and grounds al Irond eq uoit Bay about 1900.

miles around, stabled their horses , rented a boat and fishing tackle
and were off for a day's sport.
The supervisors of Monroe County held their annual picnic at
the Newport for more than 20 years. George Aldridge. Republican
boss, was a very prominent figure a t these affairs. It is said that
many a man's political future was made or marred at one of these
gathering s, which thousands of people attended.
Newport was also for many years the annual picnic ground for
the Sunday School picnics of both the east and the west sides of
the town. They were held on the same day and usually referred to
as the "Town Picnic." The north and larger pavilion was occupied
by the Sunday School from theW. C . T . U . on Titus Avenue and
the south pavilion by the group from the Presbyterian Church ?n
Culver Road located just south of the Ridge. It was a basket p1c~
nic and enough food was always taken for both dinner and suppe~ .
The supper meal was a family affair. After the dinner . the children
were .~reated to a free ride around the bay on the steamer "Gal~
usha.
The beautiful willow trees which shaded the la wn were an
ideal place under which to sit and visit. The spacious veranda with
its comfortable chairs was another enjoyable spot. The young people enjoyed the dance hall and boating on the Bay. Altogether , it
was a day to look forward to and to long remember.
In its heyday, the Newport House also catered to Tallyho
parties of the elite from all over the state. It often served from
three to five hundred dinners per day in the busy season. Irondequoit can feel proud of the past reputation of the Newport as a
clean, orderly resort .
In 1914 , Mr. Sours turned the Newport property over to his
brother-in-law and son-in-law, Frederick and Warren Frost. La~
ter. it was operated by George W . Henner. The present owners
are Buster F. and Florence Cross and M. Hazel Tiefel.
GLEN HAVEN
Glen Haven did not possess the natural features of most
resorts on the Bay since it was built in 1899 on made ground.
This was done by leveling a large hill and filling in a marsh land .
In all, the area covered was about six acres of level ground , on
which buildings were erected.
The hotel at Glen Haven was a mammoth affa ir, well-designed .
artistic and well-constructed. The grounds were beautifully laid
out with walks , drives . shade trees , flower beds and lawns . It bid
fair to outshine all other resorts around and was a very popular
place for several years. The large veranda s and dining rooms
could seat four hundred people. There was a very large dance
hall surrounded with a wide balcony for spectators. Under the
balcony on one side of the hall was a complete stage arrangement
for the band, burlesque shows, vaudeville and concerts. In connection with the hotel kitchen . which had all the facilities for
taking care of large crowds, there was a machine laundry where
all the washing and drying were done. There was a complete
electrical power plant for lighting and heating the entire building.
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Glen Hoven Hotel

Grounds o I Glen Hoven
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Glen Haven was, in all respects, a first class hotel. It was for
twenty years under the management of Henry P. Reuther.
With the coming of the trolley car which took the place of
the steam railroad, the Rochester Street Railway Company took
possession of Glen Haven and started to promote it in order to
increase the passenger traffic on the Glen Haven Line. Instead
of making the grounds more attractive, they erected carnival
booths and a midway. There was a high ferris wheel, a roller
coaster and a miniature railroad built which ran in and out of the
coves and gullies around the grounds. The little railroad could
haul several miniature cars, loaded with passengers, at a high
rate of speed. The Railway Company leased the grounds to the
T. W. Harton Company of Pittsburg and they in turn leased to
other concessions and amusements. The entire grounds were
fenced in and an entrance admission charged.
Between the years I 900 and I 9I 0, Glen Haven was visited by
thousands. It was the period of the Raines Law when a hotel
could serve drinks only to hotel guests but there were many ways
of getting around this law and the people of Glen Haven knew
them all.
In 1904. when the Shriners and Masons held their Carnival
at Glen Haven, extravagant . merrymaking and feasting were carried on for a week, headed by some of the most prominent people
of Rochester.
The largest crowd (25,000). ever seen at Glen Haven and Bay
View came to witness the reproduction of the Battle of San Juan
Hill on August 3, I 904. This was a feature of the two-week
Fair and Carnival held by the Damascus Temple Patrol from
July 25th to August 6th of that year and it proved to be the
greatest drawing card of the Carnival. The battle started at
seven o'clock in the evening and took place on the big hill 1n the
rear of the Bay View Grounds. It was very spectacular and
dramatic. The Companies taking part were the 34th Separate
Company of Geneva, the Naval Reserves, the First Separate Company Fife Drum and Bugle Corps of Rochester and the 54th
Regiment Band. The battle lasted 40 minutes and with the crack
of the musketry. the roar of the cannon and the thunder of bombs.
it produced a very realistic effect. After the charge up the hillside, Old Glory was displayed in front of the Spanish Blockhouse.
Enough "dead" were left on the field to illustrate the horrors of
war. When the summit of the hill was won, the Spanish Blockhouse was burned. As the band played the Star Spangl~d Banner,
two aerial-bombs were exploded releasing two beautiful American
flags. I 8 by 20 ft. in size. Everything went off without a hitch,
and the spectators were most enthusiastic about the whole affair.
Glen Haven's hour in the sun was from I899 to I929, although in the latter years the shadow o~ the horseless ca~riage
darkened its onetime glory. On the mormng after the electiOn of
1928, the Glen Haven Hotel was destroyed by fire. It had been
vacant for some time. Now quiet has descended on Glen Haven.
There are . still traces of the old roadbed of the trolleys. but all
the onetime attractions and glory of the place are gone.
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Crowd ot the open-air theatre ot Glen Hoven about 1905.

Glen Hoven Hotel, Grounds ond 1904 Balloon Ascension
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Bay View Hatei-Built 1884.

BAY VIEW
A short distance north of Glen Haven is Bay View, an older
resort but without so colorful a history. It was first called Shingle
Landing because of the shingle mill there. Lake boats brought
lumber to this factory and Rochester was its market.
Before the railroads were extended to the bay, Bay View could
only be reached by horse and buggy or carryall. After the Bay
Road came to Sea Breeze, excursionists visited Bay View by
steamboat from Sea Breeze.
Bay View Hotel was built and opened for business by Leo
Schlitzer about 1872. There were a number of men who became
proprietors of the hotel between that time and the present.
Valentine Schaefer was manager from 1898 to 1905. In 1923, the
property came into the hands of Mrs. Emma Whitehouse and
the name was changed from Bay View to Whitehouse. Mr.
Thomas J. Whitehouse ran the Hotel from 1923 to 1933 when
his son Leon took over. In 1946 the property was sold to John
Mathias and wife and they are the present owners.
There was a reason for the changing of the name of Bay View
Hotel to that of the Whitehouse. The Whitehouse family had
owned and operafed a large white house a short distance north
of Bay View. It was their family home but they also catered to
guests. The house was a two and a half story structure and a
delightful place to spend a vacation. On the evening of April 9,
1939, while the family was absent from home, fire started in the
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cellar. The blaze gained considerable headway before discovered
and damage was estimated at $10,000. With the destruction of
this home it was natural, upon taking up residence in the Bay
View Hotel, to give it the name the family home had for so many
years.
The old hotel has been remodeled and is again called the Bay
View Hotel.
HEBING HOTEL
In 1881, Ferdinand Griebel and his wife Barbara built a hotel
at Glen Haven. It was known as the Griebel Hotel for some
years.
In July of 1900, Mr. Griebel met with an accident on the
grounds. A merry-go-round was being erected when the rigging
slipped and the center pole fell and struck Mr. Griebel. He lived
for two weeks following the accident.
Mr. Louis F. Hebing, his son-in-law, became a partner in the
business with Mrs. Griebel. In 1922, Mr. Hebing was taken
seriously ill and his son, Harold took over the business. It was
then that the name was changed to the Hebing Hotel. Harold
Hebing continued as proprietor until 1951 when fire again claimed
one of the Bay's old landmarks.
Mr. Hebing and his mother still make their home in a cottage
near the old hotel.
BIRDS AND WORMS
Birds and Worms was one of the first resorts located at the
Bay and has always been popular, especially with fishermen. It
is located on a point of land just north of the Massaug Coves
and had its beginning in 1872. William Cook was one of the first
owners of the property. James Vandelinde and his brother Dennis
operated a summer resort hotel there until 1890 when the hotel
burned.
Another hotel was built near the shore and was run by two
men named Englert and Weible from 1890 to 1893. Then Valentine Schaefer became proprietor for the next three years. In April
of 1896 Mr. Charles Stoffel operated an all-year-round hotel on
the grounds until 1940. In April 1941, Mr. Val Weber, veteran
cafe manager and boat owner at Sea Breeze, re-opened the hotel
when he assumed management of the famous resort. The building
had been remodeled and enlarged to accommodate overnight
guests and the wharf was rebuilt, making it convenient for boats
to moot there.
In 1946, the owners of the Birds and Worms HoteL Douglas
and Claude StoffeL sold the building to the Newport Yacht Club
and it is still the home of that organization.
POINT PLEASANT
Just north of Birds and Worms is Woodchuck Point, better
known as Point Pleasant. Old-timers say that the point was a
camping place around 1876 for hunters of grouse and for fishermen. The hills around were noted for their fine crop of wild
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blueberries.
When a dock was built for the fishing boats about 1884,
lumber was brought up from the Newport by horse-drawn
sleighs on the ice. At one time a hotel was moved from Birds
and Worms to Pt. Pleasant on the ice, and the following winter
it was moved back in the same way.
The Point Pleasant Hotel was built about 1900. Many a gay
party was held there, but the last was on the evening of Dec. 21,
1954. About 3:45 the following morning, fire was discovered in
the hotel and the old building was soon a total loss . It was owned
by Mr. Walter Machnik who had bought it only 11 months
before.

Interesting Characters at the Bay
PHILOSOPHER OF GLEN HAYEN
There are few in and about Irondequoit and the City of
Rochester who can ever forget the self-styled "Philosopher of
Glen Haven." There will never be a man with more friends and
acquaintances than George Vocsell. George, of "hot dog" fame,
at Hebing's Hot Stand, always lent an ear to his customers,
whether they were six or sixty. His favorite expression, "The
Greeks have a word for it," was followed by a lengthy discourse
on the problems of his listeners.
George came to Glen Haven about 1904 and opened a stand
selling "Salt Water Taffy," which at that time was an innovation
to the sweet tooth of the younger set. He often labored until the
wee small hours of the morning in order to have a sufficient
supply for the next day's line-up. Upon opening the blinds of
his stand each morning , he would be greeted by a group of wellwishers, many of whom had walked from the city, with their
willow-branch fish poles, to try their luck. Many a man and
woman of to-day, with grown families, will remember "Good Old
George" as he was known for three generations.
George, in later years, was a leader in what to-day is considered a modern way of cooking. In his own crude way, he
started the fad of deep-frying hots in a skillet. Many will testify
that George's hots had a flavor all their own.
The waiting line of a modern super-market has nothing on
George's customers. Much philosophy was served with each sale.
His discourses ranged from the early Greek Empire to current
subjects , and he waited on his customers only when he had
finished with his particular subject.
No boy or girl ever went hungry at George's. He was always
there with a hot, a bottle of pop, a pat on the head and, "Your
Daddy will pay me when he comes," and George knew he would.
George saw three generations come and go in his forty-three
years at the old stand.
George's place passed out of existence in 194 7, when the more
modern refreshment stands came into vogue, but his philosophy
will linger on in the minds of boys and girls of yester-years for
many years to come.
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WALTER L. PAGE
Walter L. Page, known as "Chief." was another of the in~
teresting characters around the Bay. He was born in 1833, and,
when home, lived at Brockport, N.Y. He died in February of
1909. He claimed to be a graduate of the University of Rochester
in the class of 1863. His daughter was married to a son of
Frederick Douglass, whose statute stands in Highland Park.
Mr. Page was a gray~haired, gray~bearded negro, who ran
the engine of the " Lookout," a steamer on the Bay of which
Frank Evershed was Captain. It is probable that comparatively
few people knew that the dusky engineer had rather extreme
ideas of sociology, criminology and kindred subjects. He once
gave expression to some of his views in the hearing of a number
of prominent Rochester citizens, on the veranda of the Glen Haven
Hotel. What he had to say referred chiefly to criminals, imbeciles,
swindlers, millionaires, and others "of a kindred nature." His con~
tention was that the members of these classes should be sum~
marily transferred from earthly scenes as expeditiously as possible.
Mr. Page would often launch out into a number of arguments on
similar subjects, supporting his statements with quotations pre~
sumably from Shakespeare, Chaucer, Bellamy and James Bryce.
His engineer's license, which hung on the wall of the engine
room, he obtained in 1855. He claimed it was the oldest of its
kind in the country and the first ever issued to a colored man.
It was also the only unlimited license in the country, and entitled
him to run anything from a tub to a battleship. In still another
particular, it was unique. Under present laws, a man would have
to be 145 years old to merit it. It was known as the "Fifteenth
Class Certificate" and was the only one ever issued by the
United States Government. When Mr. Page was engineering,
only one year was required for each class certificate but when he
had been working and studying fourteen years, the law was
changed, requiring five years for each class. The license was a
great curiosity among engineers and many of them visited him
just to have a look at it.

Bay Clubs
BIRDS AND WORMS
A hunting and fishing organization was started in 1870 with
the following members:
Thomas Pritchard
J. W. McElbenny
Charles Stillwell
Walter Welden
These were the hunters known as The Birds.
John H. Wilson
George Welden
Burton H. Davey
Henry S. Hebard
These were the fishermen known as The Worms.
Thus the Club got its name.
The Birds and Worms Club rented land of a Mr. William
Cook and built a small place which they called Modoe Hall.
After renting for two years they purchased the property of Mr.
Cook. In 1885, the Club disbanded and sold their property but
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Rochester Canoe Club-Built 1882.

Unique Social Club House.
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reserved Modoe Hall and the privilege of using it as long as any
of the Club members lived.
ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB
The Rochester Canoe Club was organized in 1881 with six
members and for two years was homeless, living on the Newport
Dock.
In 1883, the Club erected a building next to the Remus Club
in the area of the Massaug coves. In 1884. the two clubs com~
bined with a membership of fourteen.
In 1887, having outgrown its quarters , a new clubhouse was
built near the Newport House on Canoe Point at the junction of
Big Massaug Cove and the Bay. The club was incorporated in
1893.
In 1915, they left Canoe Point and moved to a location south
of the Newport House where they purchased the former summer
home of Hiram Edgerton, one time mayor of Rochester. This
building has been used ever since, but a site has now been pre~
pared near the present Clubhouse, for a new building, which the
members hope will be completed by the summer of 1958.
Two very interesting canoes have been owned by the Club
over the years. The first was a Ceremonial Canoe called the "Elm
Bark Canoe" and was made by the Tuscarora Indians in 1890
and presented to a club officer. Mr. George H. Harris. The
second was a war canoe and was built by Capt. George W.
Ruggles of Charlotte in 1891. It was named "Huff" and presented
to the Rochester Canoe Club members, who often sailed it on
the Bay. This canoe was apparently quite impressive with a
ten~inch gun forward and gay colored sails.
In the Granite Building fire of 1904, all club papers and
records were destroyed.
UNIQUE SOCIAL CLUB
The Unique Social Club was organized on September 12,
1892 in a building situated on the northwest corner of Clifford
Ave. and Remington Streets. There were nine charter members
who for eighteen years met weekly on Friday nights. It was
purely a social affair with much visiting and card playing. On
special occasions the members invited friends to meet with them .
The Lei decker Building on Joseph Ave. was used by the Club
for a while and in 1893 property on Washington Ave. in Ironde~
quoit was rented. At the time of the fire at Windsor Beach when
42 cottages were burned, this was one of them. The Club then
rented a cottage on the Boulevard in Summerville from 1893 to
1899. In 1900, one of the Club's members purchased a cottage
on Irondequoit Bay north of Bay View and later sold it to the
Club for use as its permanent headquarters.
This Club had the distinction of having the first gasoline
launch on the Bay. Its members enjoyed fishing and boating at
the Bay until 1948 when the Club gave ur its charter. Members
continue to meet occasionally and a reunion was held at the home
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of Mr. Charles Peiffer, September 4, 1954. Of the twenty~three
member.s now living, eleven were present.
ALGONQUIN YACHT CLUB
The Algonquin Yacht Club was formed in 1933 by a group
of people sailing all different types of sail boats. They sailed from
the dock at Point Pleasant Hotel every Sunday. After a couple
of years they decided to race in earnest, and bought or built
16~ft racing sailboats of the Comet Class.
In 1938, they moved into the cottage north of Point Pleasant
in a cove known as German Village. The Club membership grew
until there was a fleet of 22 Comets and about a dozen Lightning
Class sloops. There was much activity, and many important
regattas were held on the Bay. In 1947, the cottage, rented by
the Club, was sold, and Algonquin was forced to move.
From 1948 to 1950, the Club occupied quarters at Inspiration
Point, a beautiful spot on the east shore of the Bay, directly
opposite the Newport House. This was a pleasant sailing location
and very much enjoyed by the Club members until high water
flooded the building, making it necessary for the Club to move
again. (On July 21, 1954 this abandoned club house was destroyed
by fire).
For two years, the proprietor of the Glen Edyth Hotel was
very generous in allowing the group to use his lovely place for
their meetings, races and regattas.
Since high water at the Bay had ruined most of the places
suitable for a club house, it was decided to disband the Algonquin
Yacht Club. The entire group then joined the Newport Yacht
Club, and have been pleased by their decision because the friendly
people and the location at the foot of Seneca Road make for very
pleasant sailing.
NEWPORT YACHT CLUB
The Newport Yacht Club was founded in 1936. The charter
for the club, as listed with the State of New York, shows that
its main purpose is to promote the sports of small boat sailing,
and small boat racing. By adhering to this line, the club has
grown and prospered.
The Snipe was the first boat listed on the roster and this class
has grown with the club until they now rate as one of the largest
Snipe clubs in the country. Lightning and Comet fleets followed
and to~ day these three fleets make Newport one of the largest
small boat sailing Clubs in this part of the State. Other "Class"
sailboats can be seen at moorings in the cove near Birds and
Worms, and it is the hope of all concerned that they too will
grow to large competitive fleets , for interfleet racing and regattas
have brought many interesting events to Irondequoit Bay.
In the fall of 1943, beset by many troubles and handicapped by
the war, the club moved to the site at Birds and Worms they
now hold. In 1946, with the help and through the kindness of
Mr. Douglas Stoffel, the club was able to assume ownership
of the grounds and club house ..
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The club exists on the co-operation of its members-their
willingness to work when needed , to sail competitively or for
relaxation , or to just loaf and enjoy the facilities the club affords.

81

PARKS
Seneca
To Irondequoit people, Seneca Park has always been a
favorite plaground. The little lake, years ago, was the center of
activity in this area. There was also the huge bird cage or aviary
with its many winged creatures which was a source of great
attraction, as was the small pavilion located at the northwest
end of the lake, from which one could watch the boating and
~wimming programs. These features were mcst interesting and
drew large crowds to the park. Now, all that is left of that era
is a quiet little body of water~just a mere pond.
To~day ' s attraction in Seneca Park is the Zoo, with its huge
buildings housing both birds and beasts. The Childrens' Area
is a place set apart where the very young set may play with and
pet the animals to their great delight. while the older young
people find recreation and fun at the swimming pool, on the
tennis courts or just following the lovely, shaded paved roads
which run through the park's 245 acres.
In the summer season, from Decoration Day through Labor
Day, thousands visit the park's weekly Animal Circus. There,
one can see trained seals climb ladders and balance objects on
their noses; a chimpanzee eat a meal using all the implements that
a human would; bears do marvelous stunts and many other most
interesting performances.
This part of Irondequoit was annexed by Rochester in 1891.

Durand Eastman
Durand Eastman Park. which also formerly occupied !ronde~
quoit land. comprises 500 acres of beautifully landscaped and
maintained grounds. Fronting on Lake Ontario, it also includes
two small and picturesque lakes, encircled by a network of bridle
paths and walks. Countless varieties of evergreen and flowering
trees make this area a beautiful spot. particularly in the spring
and fall seasons when colors are outstanding. The bath houses,
built in 1915, have been unused since 1949 because changing
water levels of the Lake have now covered most of the wide,
white sand beach that formerly made this a popular swimming
resort extending west to Sunset Point and beyond. In 1917, a
9~hole golf course was laid out; later, this was extended to
include 18 holes and a club house was built on the edge of the
southern entrance to the park via the King's Highway. The
several picnic shelters and facilities scattered throughout the
!=Jrounds and the beauty of the entire area make Durand Eastman
Park a great favorite with Irondequoit residents.
On February 4 . 1908 Durand Eastman Park land was trans~
£erred to the City of Rochester. the gift of George Eastman and
Henry Durand, whose names it bears.
On May 22 , 1909, the formal dedication of Durand Eastman
Park was observed. with about 150 city and county officials and
hosts of interested citizens a ss isting in the ceremonies , as this
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magnificent lakeside area was officially dedicated as a city park.
Trolley cars took the crowd down to the lakeside, and there
was a half mile walk from the car line to the point where the
ceremonies took place. The greater portion of the visitors to
the park were on foot.
At the head of the procession marched Director Theodore
Dossenbach and his Park Band. The musicians were followed
by the Lincoln Guards , a company of boys of No. 26 school who
had been drilled by their principal, Colonel Samuel P. Moulthrop.
One of the boys carried a flag. and altogether the procession
took on quite a military air. Next came the rest of the visitors
while the vehicles brought up the rear.
During the ceremonies , speeches were made by Corporation
Counsel William W. Webb, Professor Samuel Lattimore, Mrs.
Helen Montgomery. Benjamin E. Chase. Mayor Hiram H. Edgerton , Rabbi Max Landsberg, Eugene Raines , President Edward
C. Miner of the Chamber of Commerce, Justice Arthur E .
Sutherland, Ex-Judge John D. Lynn and the Rev. Dr. William
R. Taylor, Pastor of Brick Presbyterian Church .
On one of the bluffs a flag pole was to be erected. and one of
the ceremonies of the park dedication was the raising of a flag.
It was raised on a gin-pole which later was to be used to hoist
the flag pole into position. Colonel Samuel P. Moulthrop and the
Lincoln Guards of No. 26 school were in charge of the flagraising. As the guards stood at attention , the flag was hauled
slowly up the staff and the Park Band played the Star Spangled
Banner, as Old Glory fluttered free to the breeze. The ensign used
for the ceremony had been previously used in 1892 when President Benjamin Harrison visited Rochester to assist in the unveiling of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Washington
Square. The spectators stood with heads uncovered and eyes
ra'sed to the colors while not a few joined in the singing of the
national anthem.
Some distance west of the spot where the flag was hoisted,
two oak saplings were planted in honor of the donors of the
park. Colonel Moulthrop presented these trees to the Park Board
in behalf of No. 26 school and the Reverend Dr. William Taylor
made the speech of acceptance. This ended the formal ceremonies.
Among the guests of the Park Board for the occasion were
the Common Council, the Board of Supervisors, the Civil Service
Commission, Assesors, Judges and most of the Officials of the
City Government.
In 1913, most of the park land which had previously been used
as a playground was converted into a zoo.
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FAMOUS LANDMARKS
The Forest House
The first building to occupy the site at the northeast corner
of Ridge and Culver Roads was built in 1842 by George Rhinewaldt and his brother Francis . Ten years later Mr. James Swayne
purchased and remodeled it. It was thereafter known as Swayne's
Tavern and the corner where it stood was called Swayne's
Corners. The Monroe Atlas of 1872 shows the place so marked.
For years this Tavern was the only place in Irondequoit where
public meetings of any size could be held.
Mr. Swayne came from England in 1830 and for a time lived
on Empire Boulevard opposite Winton Road , where he operated
a Stage Coach Inn and a Toll Gate. In 1845, he moved to a log
house at the corner of Ridge Road and Ridgewood Drive. He
taught school here and was noted for his beautiful penmanship.
The historian has an old minute book in her possession with
many samples of Mr. Swayne' penmanship .
James Swayne is buried in the old Hooker Cemetery where
the following inscription appears on his tombstone: "A native
of England, died 1864, aged 62 years. Elected by his ·fellow
citizens repeatedly as Supervisor of Irondequoit, Town Clerk and
Justice of the Peace for 20 years. He served them faithfully and
acceptably."
In 1860, after several other transfers, Swayne's Corners and
Tavern were purchased by Isaac Forest, who in 1866 razed the
tavern and in its place built the first Forest House.
It has been said that no other hotel in Monroe County was
so well known and so popular over a period of 30 years as was
that first Forest House. It was the best constructed and equipped
hotel in any country town of the state. A high three-story buildin\1
with a huge basement. it had a slate mansard roof and a high
obervation tower in the center of the roof from which projected
a 50-ft. flag pole.
The first Forest House had 30 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms.
Black walnut was used for the inside doors and trim. The large
dining room, which could seat 200 guests at one time, was finished
in King Edward ·style. The spacious sitting rooms and parlor
were beautifully carpeted. The furniture was the best of its time.
In the halls and dining room were beveled glass mirrors that
extended from ceiling to floor. The hotel was noted for its beautiful paintings, all of which were the work of William Held, who
for many years lived on Held Island in Irondequoit Bay. (This
island was located in Held Cove on the east side opposite the
Newport House.)
In the second floor wing, there was a ballroom large enough
to accomodate 120 couples for dancing. This ballroom had a
thirty-foot ceiling and the walls were decorated with angelic
figures. It was the scene of many a gay ball to which the ladies
came dressed in gowns with long trains, bustles and huge puffed
sleeves, after the fashion of the day. Also in this ballroom great
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orations took place, especially at Presidential election time, and
on such occasions as many as 800 people packed the room. This
happened in 1880 when James A . Garfield was running for the
highest office in the land.
Under the ballroom was a Court House where justice was
meted out and Town Elections held. Another of the rooms in
the Forest House was used as a Post Office for seven years. A
Post Office had been established at Swayne's Corners when the
town was incorporated in 1839. People from town who chose this
as their mailing address, had to call there for their mail.
Pidgeon and Chicken Shoots were held opposite the Forest
House where the Ridge~Culver Plaza is now located. Four or
five shoots were held there each year and the crack shot of Ironde~
quoit was Albert Evershed who won many a contest. These
shoots were outlawed about 1890.
In the years when sleigh~ride parties were in vogue, Higgins
Livery brought many a crowd to the Forest House. It was the
pride of all Irondequoit and the most popular place, outside of
Rochester, in all Monroe County. The building alone cost $80,000
and the furniture and equipment cost $25,000 more.
The Forest House changed hands many times between 1872,
when Mr. Forest bought it, and 1885 . when Daniel Forman
became the owner. Mr. Forman, in 1903, sold it to Mr. Fisher.
In 1904, the Forest House, with two other buildings on the
premises, was destroyed by fire . Mr. Fisher replaced it with the
present building in 1907.
In 1932, Mr. Oliver Costich came into possession . It passed
through several hands between 1932 and 1956 and the present
owner is Mr. Katsampcs, who also owns the Avon Dairy . Recent~
ly, there has been talk of razing the old building and erec ti nq a gas
station on the premises.

Rifle Range
The Rifle Range was located on the top of a high bluff of the
Genesee River just north of Seneca Park. General Brinker was
instrumental in forming the Rifle Range Association in 1875.
This association purchased in the same year, some fifty acres
of land from the rear of the Colt Farm on Summerville Blvd.
This level piece of land, commonly called the "Flats" has a drop
of about 50 feet below the boulevards, Winona and Summerville.
The high hills and embankment that form the western slopes
of these two boulevards acted as a lodging place for the bullets.
Mr. Louis List once said that he had found quantities of these
bullets in that locality. This shooting range, maintained by the
state, was also used for a drilling ground, for target practice and
maneuvers by the State Cavalry, Artillery and Infantry and later
by the First and Eighth Separate Companies as well as the Naval
Reserves.
Before Seneca Park was laid out, the only way to reach the
Range was through the lane between the Grant and Colt Farms,
thence through an apple orchard and down through a gully.
Part of the lane is now Belccda Drive and a narrow one~lane
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road still leads to the property. At one time there was a large
sign at the boulevard entrance to the lane which read "New York
State National Guards." This shooting range became known all
over the state for one of the best, and often large crowds came
to view the maneuvers. William Cody, better known as " Buffalo
Bill" was once one of the attractions here. These target practices
and other maneuvers were held in Rifle Range for more than 25
years. As the neighborhood became more thickly settled, objec~
tions were raised and the Town Authorities demanded that a
stop be put to the shooting practice. The Rifle Range Association
went into bankruptcy and the property was sold to General
Brinker.
At about the time that the Rifle Range Association acquired
their property, in 1877, a man by the name of John Staudenmaier
with his wife Mary Serth Staudenmaier bought about 12 acres
from the rear of the Colt farm, which joined the Range on the
South. They occupied a building on the high river bank, with a
long platform attached and steps leading down the high banks
to the river. The old steam boat "The City of Rochester" made
stops there and the passengers ascended the stairs to have
luncheon and refreshments. About seven years later this building
was moved about three hundred yards to the east and several
other buildings were erected that gave one the impression of
a trading post. These buildings consisted of a saloon, pavilion ,
horse barns and sheds, ice house, smoke house , pig pen and cow
barn. The Staudenmaiers established turkey, duck . chicken and
geese runs to the creek. They also had a place fenced in , all
wired with very heavy wire where they harboured wild game,
including a bear and a pair of bald-headed eagles , which were
about as much attraction then as the zoo in Seneca Park is
today. Seeing an opportunity to cater to the crowds that attended
the target practice , the Staudenmaiers served hot chowder and
sandwiches of all kinds , as well as cool lager beer. When the
Windsor Beach Railroad was completed in 1884 and passenger
trains stopped at the Range , the business prospered greatly.
Mr. Staudenmaier, who was a captain in the National Guards,
died in 1886 in his 48th year and his w idow, Mary, carried on
the business unt il 1908. In 1899, the one daughter of the
Staudenmaiers married Michael C. Magin who bought and has
carried on the business since 1908. Under the management of Mr.
Magin, with his brother~in-law, William Serth, this place also
became famous for pit clam bakes. These pit bakes contin ued
until two years before Mr. Magin's death in 1950.

The Cobblestone Blacksmith Shop
The Cobblestone Blacksmith S hop, located on the south side
of Ridge Road near Culver, was bui lt by Ransford Perrin in
1820. Mr. Perrin laid the field stones in rich mortar for the
two-foot-thick walls and to this day the walls appear in perfect
condition, with no cracks or falling stones. This speaks well
for the thoroughness of work done in those .e arly days.
From the time that the shop was built in 1.820 until 15!4_8 ,
when the present owners took possession, the property changed
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Cobblestone Blacksmith Shop.

Inside Schuelzen Pork
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hands fourteen times.
The last blacksmiths to work at the forge were Patrick Mac
Elligott and his helper, a Mr. Hopkins. Mac Elligott bought the
shop from the widow of AI Krischke. Mr. Krischke had owned
and run it for many years. He died in 1924 but the new owner
never changed the name of "AI Krischke" over the door. It hung
there as long as he had the shop, but when automobiles began
to take the place of "old Dobbin" and the buggy. their work
changed from fitting horses with durable footwear to mending
auto springs and tire carriers.
Originally there was a frame carpenter and wagon shop, next
to the blacksmith shop, which a Mr. Bidlack ran for forty years.
He had received his training at the Cunningham Carriage Factory
in Rochester and was considered an expert craftsman. Mr. Fred
Cook. who founded the Cook Iron Works on St. Paul Street,
had managed this wagon shop for about five years prior to
Mr. Bidlack's ownership. The wagon shop was torn down years
ago. Both shops · had been a meeting place for town gossip and
discussion.
The present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Richter, bought
the old Cobblestone Shop from the Lyndhurst Construction Company in 1945. The appearance of this old landmark has been
somewhat changed by cutting away parts of the wall to install
displa y windows , for the old blacksmith shop is now a most
attractive Gift Shop run by Mrs. Richter. In the cement block
building at the left. Mr. Richter has a welding business.
The Historian is indebted to the Richters for the accompanying picture of this historic place.

Schuetzen Park
In 1872, a German-American organization purchased four and
a half acres of forest land on the Ridge Road between what are
now Clinton and Joseph Avenues. Sebastian Auer was one of
its members and was a famous hunter and trap shooter. These
men erected a high board fence about the property at a cost of
$1.100 which was quite a sum in those days, and they held trapshooting tournaments there. Thus the place became Schuetzen
Park from the German word for "shoot." Whenever a member
of the organization retired, his share was bought by Mr. Auer,
and soon Schuetzen Park was entirely in the Auer custody.
This place subsequently became very popular for Sunday
picnics, especially those of the Federation of German Societies.
There was band and chorus music on these occasions as well
as folk dancing and bicycle races.
In 1886, Sebastian Auer erected a hotel on the grounds .
Judge Isaac Buyck, later known as "Sage of the Forest House"
:onducted his first court at Auer's Hotel.
Sebastian's son, Henry Auer, was proprietor of the hotel
after his father's death in 1911 and both his sons, Sebastian
and Henry, were born there. Henry Auer died in 1931 and his
w,ife carried on the business with the help of her sons, until
her death in 1953.
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Schuetzen Park heard its last German band and its final
political oratory when the Auer brothers decided to turn the
park into .a Shopping Plaza. The park, rich in nostalgia for
many a Rochesterian, held its last picnic on Sunday August 14,
1955. It was the fifth annual picnic of the 22nd Ward Republi~
can Club and they had arranged with the park owners that they
might be the last booking.
The Ridge~Seneca Shopping Center, which now occupies the
old Schuetzen Park site, was opened August 30, 1956.

The Lyceum Building
Long a Summerville landmark, the old Lyceum building on
St. Paul Blvd. was razed in 1947.
Around 1880, Sunday School services for Summerville resi~
dents were held on the front lawn of the home of David Cope~
land. Cold weather and rain presented a problem for the organi~
zers and discussion arose regarding a permanent place to hold
the services. Charles Salmon, who owned considerable property
in that area , gave the use of the land with the provision that it
be used for religious or educational purposes and the Elm Beach
Sunday School Association built and paid for the building which
was called the Lyceum. At that time, St. Paul Blvd. ran from
the city to Colebrook Drive (then Cole Road) to Washington
Ave. and then along the lake front. Some who recall the old
building said it was first erected on a hill which stood where
St. Paul Blvd. now turns left at the lake front and that it
was later moved. In 1893, the boulevard was cut through to
its approximate present course and the old hill was removed.
For many years, the Summerville sector was purely a summer
resort since would~be residents put off moving to the lake until
water and gas lines were installed. Thus, the Lyceum had been
boarded up each winter and re~opened each following summer.
About 1914, the year~round population increased and there
arose a need for permanent Sunday School and recreation facili~
ties. A meeting was called in the Lyceum and over $400 was
raised to install a furnace and otherwise equip the building for
winter use.
It was on June 8, 1920 that the first community entertain~
ment in Irondequoit at which an admission charge was made,
was held in the Lyceum. The President of the Children's W el~
fare Club (forerunner of the P.T.A.'s) of School District No.
4 desired to build up the treasury of that organization from its
low figure of $100. The show (a Mutt and Jeff and other comic
characters affair) was a huge suc·cess and received reviews in
the Rochester papers-. There was a 35~cent admission charge
and people from Irondequoit and ,Rochester jammed the hall
and stood on boxes to look through the windows.
Sunday School services in the old building were conducted by
the Ladies' Community Association. It served as a place for
religious gatherings and dances and other recreation until 1923
when its usefulness started to wane. Late in September of that
year, the Summerville Presbyterian Church was organized and
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from that time until its demolition, the old building was used only
occasionally as a voting place for the 4th district and once or
twice a year for other purposes. Today, it is gone completely.
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MISCELLANY OF HISTORICAL INTEREST
The Iron Ring
A reminder of the European occupancy of the Genesee Valley
at least two cent:.tries ago came to light a few years past on the
farm of Henry Klem on Summerville Boulevard in Irondequoit.
In cutting down a giant chestnut tree, one of the ancient monarchs
of the forests for which this county was famed when the land
was opened up for settlement, soon after the American Revolu~
tion, there was found imbedded close to the heart of the giant
tree an iron ring and staple, apparently of European manufacture.
How long the ring had lain there hidden from human eyes,
is a mystery. The trunk of the tree, a sweet chestnut, was fifteen
feet in circumference and solid as a rock. Its age, as nearly as
Mr. Klem could judge from counting the rings in the trunk,
was more than 200 years. When Mr. Klem came to live on the
farm in 1881, the tree was fully as large as it was the day it
was cut down. It was an old landmark, and should never have
been disturbed, because of its historic value. However, its branches
had been so marred by workmen stringing electric wires along
the railway, that Mr. Klem considered the tree unsafe and
ordered it cut down before some gale from off the lake should
tear away the remaining branches and endanger traffic along the
boulevard.
The iron ring, three and three~fourths inches in diameter, was
found solidly imbedded almost in the center of the trunk, about
four feet from the ground , and the wood about the ring, for a
depth of several inches was of a purple tint, probably from
chemical reaction of the iron on the sap. The axe which Mr.
Klem's son, William, was using, split the trunk, bit into the
iron staple which had, in the tree's youth fastened the ring to
the trunk, and destroyed it. The ring held firm, however, to
the dismay of the man who had to put a new edge on the axe.
Mr. Klem's home on Summerville Boulevard was located at the
point where the road curves east and north again, at the junction
of Cooper Rd. The old tree stood in front of the Klem house on
the east side of the highway, between the road and the streetcar
tracks.
It must have been close to 200 years ago that someone
drove the staple into the trunk of the healthy young chestnut tree
to fasten the wrought iron ring there for a hitching post. It took
years and years for the tree to grow over and about the ring.
The hands that swung the axe or mattock that drove that staple
are gone long since. But the ancient ring remains, and the stout
old tree to which it was fastened was good for many, many years
yet, had not fate, in the guise of progress, caused its downfall.
But what Mr. Klem would like to know is: Who put the ring
there? Was it the early French or English visitors? Or perhaps
one of Sullivan's army? It is one of those mysteries that can never
be solved . .· We can only ponder and guess.
Mr. E ~nry Klem died in 1948 at the age of 96 years.
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Readers may be interested to know that Mr. William Klem has
given the piece of wood holding the ring and staple to the His~
torian and it is available for any who care to examine it.

The Hitching Post
One of the interesting relics of early Irondequoit is the heavy
iron hitching post standing in front of Mrs. Asenath Rogers'
homestead at 2689 St. Paul Boulevard. This post is as old as the
town itself. It has stood there over a hundred years and apparently
is good for another century if widening of the road doesn't require
its removal. Old Timers claim that it is the only hitching post
in Irondequoit. To the modern youth, the hitching post appears
to be a mystery , but to older citizens hitching posts were familiar
landmarks. In fac t, ~t was necessary to· have hitching posts and
stepping stones or blocks in the days of the horse and carriage.
It was fashionable to drive up to the stone or block, to let Milady
step down from the carriage without annoyance, and without
revealing her ankles . Yes , the ladies were modest in those days,
and it was vulgar for a lady to show her ankles.
This iron hitching post was originally used as an anchor for
the sailboat, "Daniel Webster" , built by Hosea Rogers in the
Genesee River, just south of what is now Memorial Bridge.
Rogers was a skillful boat builder and the Daniel Webster was
his first creation. It was a rugged sailboat, sailing Lake Ontario,
the St. Lawrence River and other waters. Launched in 1840, it
was wrecked a few years later near the Thousand Islands. Captain
Rogers was both pilot and comma nder as well as the boat builder.
He removed the heavy anchor and brought it to his home where
he erected it at the roa dside. Several times its position was
threatened; when the turnpike road was built 4 rods wide, it
looked as if the hitching post would have to yield , but it re~
mained; when the car tracks were laid, the original plan called for
a roadbed near the post, but it was not necessary to remove it ;
improvements in the street almost annihilated the post, and the
cinder path also threatened its existence, but it has survived all
these modern developments and still stands to~day . The shaft of
this anchor is embedded six feet in the ground and rises above
the surface about three feet . The melodious sounds of its large
ring may be heard, frequently , when boys toy with it when
passing by.

Watertowers
A few Irondequoiters may remember the old watertowers and
windmills located on St. Paul Boulevard. They supplied water
to horse~drawn sprinkling carts which were used to settle the dust
on the highway to Summerville. Dust storms were common and
caused damage to wagonloads of vegetables and fruits being
hauled to market . as well as annoyance to buggy riders enroute to
the lake. Since there were no water lines in those days, the
windmills pumped water to the towers.
There were four of these towers , placed as follo ws: one
at the southeast corner of Titus Ave. and St. Paul Blvd .. another
on the Holtz farm on the east side of the Boulevard in the region
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of Chelsea Rd ., a third near the southeast corner of Pinegrove
Ave. and the fourth on the farm of Mr. Julius Goers on the
west side of the Blvd.
There was a pond on the Goers' farm and water was pumped
from there to the tower. A spring furnished water for the tow er
at Pinegrove, but the others were dependent upon wells dug at
their locations .
Among the drivers of these sprinkling carts were Mr. George
Leake, Mr. Joseph Supes and Mr. Henry Camping, Jr.
Children found it great sport to ride with the drivers of
these carts. Frank Grant recalls being one of those lucky ones
a nd Mrs. George Thompson says she, too, had that e xperience.

Union Race Track
Probably few people traveling up and down St. Paul Boule~
vard today are aware that some one hundred years ago a race
track was situated on the farm of Mr. Ezra Rogers, S r. and his
brother, Hosea. It w a s on this track that the citizens of Roch~
ester and nearby cities came to race their horses, some of the
fastest in the country at that time.
The Union Race Course was a mile track and was situated
at the corner of the Boulevard and Scholfield Road and ran east
along said road. It w as built of clay and the track could be
followed for a number of years , but is now completely lost. There
wa s a grands tand that fa ced eas t a nd the course was enclosed by
a high board fence. Mrs. Asenath Rogers says : " I can remember,
as a y oung girl, peeking throu gh a knothole in the fenc e to watch
the horses race. I did it often on the sly as folks in those days
had notions of what little girls should be about."
On the southeast corner of Scholfield Road and the Boulevard
stood the hotel which was run in connection with the race track,
for the accomodation of the owners of the horses and other
individuals. and which provided much entertainment for all
visitors . Quotations from the Rochester Union and Advertiser
for April 9 and 20. 1858. give the following picture of the diverse
activities carried on at Union Race Track.
"Our well~known townsman, George Wimble, has taken the
Union Course and will herea fter manage the same, including
the hotel attached. The course could not have been entrusted
to more competent hand s. Mr. Wimble will render it a pop~
ular and pleasant resort, and will see that good order is main~
tained' so that gentlemen ca n visit it at all times and find that
they are not degraded by associating with the vulgar and dis~
orderly. The track is in good order, and gentlemen can drive
upon it at all times. The stables are ready for boarding horses,
with good drivers and grooms ."
" Th e Union Race Course ha s become the daily resor t of many
of our citizens for amusement and exercise upon the turf. Every
pleasan t afternoon ma ny gentlemen ride to the track for
recreation. Fast nags . and some not so fas t, are con~
stantly ex ercising upon the track, while those w ho do not care
SQ mu.ch about exercising their horses indulge in agreeable and:
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healthy exercise themselves on the grass within the track, at
ball ~laying. and such other amusements as they choose to
practice. No one is admitted to the grounds who does not
demean himself properly."
"Some thirty or forty of our citizens went to the Race Course
yesterday where they found 'George' (Mr. Wimble) ready
for them with house and gates open. A majority of the com~
pany preferred wicket and so that was the game played. Sides
were chosen, the wickets set, and the party went at it in earnest,
and so interested did they become in the game, that they only
quit when darkness drew on at eight o'clock. The exercise
was fine, and all enjoyed it heartily, spectators included, who
were quite numerous. It is a fine place for ball playing. the track
in front of the stand being just the spot. Spectators can see the
play to good advantage. Mr. Wimble has balls, clubs, and
all the conveniences for playing."
In December of 1858. the hotel at the Race Track was totally
destroyed by fire, but the valuable horses which were kept in the
stables were all saved. In May of 1859, Captain Rogers erected
a new hotel on the site of the old one and Mr. Wimble was again
the host. Trotting matches were announced, with purses of $50 ..
and scheduled for successive Thursdays. It is also evident that
the Track Hotel maintained its reputation for appealing social
events, as indicated by this final quote from the same newspaper
for January 3, 1860-an interesting example of reporting for that
era:
"This being a pleasant moonlight week, and in the holiday
season, with capital good sleighing to give zest to reasonable
recreation, George in his unpretending way, intends to give a
jolly good supper made up of game and other edibles calculated
to overcome a provoking appetite. on Wednesday evening.
Having given a scrutinizing survey through his well~stocked
larder, we can say that if partridge, quail. wild duck, venison,
oysters, and other choice dishes carefully selected, will satisfy
the most scrupulous, they may be found in abundance at
Wimble's, the Union Track House. Table will be furnished and
supplied from 5 to 10 p.m."
The old Union Race Track was abandoned when this second
hotel was leveled to the ground by fire in 1873.

First Radio
An Irondequoit man has the distinction of owning the first
wireless apparatus and starting the first radio station in this area.
Lawrence G. Hickson's interest in wireless telegraphy started
while he was a student at Mechanics Institute in 1917, before the
First World War. He erected,. at his home on Ridge Road, one
of the largest amateur wireless telegraph stations in the State.
But when the United States entered the war, all amateur stations
were ordered dismantled.
Soon after the Armistice, Mr. Hickson resumed his experi~
ments. Early in 1920 he purchased the first wireless telephone
apparatus. Two other individuals followed suit and the three
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began a tri~cornered radio telephone communication. It was not
unusual for a large crowd to gather on Hickson's lawn in the
evenings to hear the weird, strange noises from the air. People
came from Buffalo to see, hear and marvel. It seemed almost
incredible that a voice in New York could be heard in lronde~
quoit, but Hickson proved it was a fact.
By December 3, 1920 there were half a score of amateurs in
Rochester and that evening the city's first broadcast of music was
hea1:d from the little white attic room of Mr. Hickson's home in
East Parkway, Irondequoit. The strains of several phonograph
records came floating over the ether to be picked up by enraptured
ear~phone listeners. Mr. Hickson said, at the time, he hadn't
e!xpected the experiment to carry to the city; he had only set up
a small receiving set in his own back yard on which he hoped to
be able to hear his broadcast.
Radio's technical strides since that momentous night are
reflected in Mr. Hickson's rise in the radio business. In 1921, he
purchased a 1OO~watt De Forest set and began broadcasting three
nights a week, and a new era in radio was achieved.
Several months later he formed a partnership with Mr. Frank
Gannett of Rochester and moved his apparatus to the Times~
Union Building and pioneer station WHQ began sending out
its messages to Rochester and vicinity.
Somewhat later Mr. Hickson helped install station WABO in
Lake Ave. Baptist Church to broadcast church services.
In 1925 he built another station in the rear of his electrical
store at 36 South Ave. Occasional programs were also broadcast
from a studio in Seneca Hotel.
Though WHQ was the forerunner, this enterprise was the
direct genesis of station WHEC. This new station prospered
and in June of 1928, began an aii~day broadcasting schedule. In
the fall of that year, 50 ,000 listeners petitioned the Federal Radio
Commission for an increase to 500 watts. It was granted and
offices and equipment were installed on the top floor of the
Terminal building in Broad Street. In January 1928, WHEC
broadcast its first program supplied by the chain of the Columbia
Broadcasting Company. Still the station grew, and Mr. Hickson
took quarters in the then new Rochester Savings Bank Building,
at 40 Franklin Street. Formal opening of the new studio took
place on May 31. 1929.
Mr. Hickson sold out his interest in WHEC in 1932 and
his untimely death in 1933 saddened the entire community.

Resort Fires
When the Windsor, popular dance hall at White City,
Summerville, was destroyed by fire on Dec. 11, 1942 it was the
tenth major resort property blaze in the lakeside area since 1889.
The Windsor fire marked the end of a dance place that had
its peak of patronage in the early 1920s. when high school and
college youths, in white knickers and flannels, took their girls
to the Windsor for club and fraternity dances. Many "big name"
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Windsor Beach Hotel

orchestras played at the Windsor in its day. Its destruction recalled some of the other old hotel and resort pavilion fires for
the town's old timers.

Berg's Summer Gardens, famous for vaudeville shows, dancing, concerts, a shooting gallery and outdoor bowling, was
burned in 1889. It stood on Joseph Avenue in Irondequoit, for
many years.
In 1895 the big picnic pavilion at Windsor Beach popularly
known as the Hou se of Glass burned to the ground after 13
years of operation. The blaze occured one year after flames had
swept the ol d G len House on th e west sid~ of the river below
Driving Park Avenue.
Then in 1904, the original Forest House at Ridge Road East
and Culver burned to the ground. Four years later, roaring flames
that were swept by a 60-milc gale, destroyed 40 cottages at Windsor Beach. Rochester fire-fighting apparatus was sent to the
scene on railroad flat cars. L ake View Hotel at Sea Breeze burned
on April I, 1909.
In 1914 . the bin Bart!wlc malf PaPilion a t Ontario Beach 'vent
up in smoke and flame.
The Glen Haven Hotel, once' the show spot of the resort
section, burned to the ground on election night in 1928.
In 1939, the large warehouse at Oklahoma Beach , formerly
an ice house used by the Ontario Ice and Coal Company, was
swept by fire.
The Windsor was thus the tenth in the parade of vanishing
weekend recrea tion pl aces of a lakeside that in the old clays, lured
thousands from Rochester every summer.
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Storms m Irondequoit History
1920
In the Irondequoit Centennial Album, there is a picture of a
snow plow and a storm crew of the Railway Company trying to
clear the Sea Breeze Trolley Line of snow. That was in 1920
and some say it was the worst storm ever experienced in Ironde~
quoit. All roads were blocked and transportation was at a standstill. The town's snow plow equipment was inadequate because
most of it was horse drawn, and the trolley service was crippled
for the reason that so many snow plows used in the city had
broken down. Swirling snow, driven by a 60-mile gale, created
such mountainous obstructions that the boulevard was closed for
two days.
Summerville, Sea Breeze, and Point Pleasant were isolated
and inacessible for several days. The midnight trolley to Summer~
ville was "lost" in a huge snow drift. The crew forced their
way through snow to a telephone, but were obliged to walk
home as no taxicabs could get through . In fact, four taxicabs
were stalled on St. Paul St. between Ridge Rd. and the City
line, and stayed there two days.
It was a wearisome walk for hundreds not accustomed to
long hikes , especially in deep snow drifts . One man recalls walking
from Main St. and South Ave. right in the middle of St. Paul St.
all the way to Stop 8 at Leland Rd. It took him 2 hours to make
the trip. The worst drift was in front of the Rogers' home. Here
the· snow was piled 20 ft high from the house to the old barns on
the east side. It was necessary to walk through deep snow either
around the Rogers' house or around the barns.
Culver and Ridge Roads were buried in snow. There was no
transportation by trolley. nor by horse for almost a week. Funerals
were postponed and doctors found it impossible to answer urgent
calls. Most of the lrondequoiters who worked in Rochester, re~
mained there. though a few hardy ones walked to and from
work each day.
1944
The most devastating storm for Irondequoit gardeners, occur~
red in July 1944. It was the "freakiest" storm ever see.n or hear.d
and virtually deprived at least fifty farmers of the1r season s
profits.
Coming without warning , the tempest seemed to concentrate
its fury within a mile radius , north from Ridge Rd. and Norton
St. and from the Flats to Irondequoit Bay. Huge hailstones were
hurled against fields . hot houses and other buildings. Windows
were broken. trees were stripped of their bark, fruit from apple.
pear and peach trees covered the ground. Most field crops were
totally destroyed.
One of the hardest hit sections was between Titus and Pine~
grove Avenues. Fields of geraniums and gladioli were laid bare.
Even root vegetables were torn from the ground and whirled
through the air. Corn fields were flattened.
Culver Rd . also felt the disastrous effects of this twister.
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Beds of strawberries were ruined. One man 's potential yield of
500 bushels of grapes was reduced to only I 0 bushels .
Owners of victory gardens suffered irreparable damage from
ruined tomatoes, corn, peppers, onions and muskmelons.
In December of this same year, Irondequoit growers of
vegetables and greens for the holiday trade were severely hit by
a very heavy snow storm. Many growers suffered some damage
but undoubtedly the heaviest losses were realized by Richard W.
Thorne of 400 Ridge Road East and Robert Maxwell, whose
plant stood on the present site of the Home Equipment Company
at II49 Ridge Road East. Both these growers' houses were of
the "ridge and furrow" type, a construction plan whereby each
house was attached to the one next to it along the entire length
oE its sides: thus, there was no way of clearing the glass of the
heavy fall of snow. The storm began the night of December I1
and continued all night long, piling up snow in the furrows between the houses. Mr. Maxwell's four 300-foot houses fell durin11
the night and put him completely out of business. As the flrst of
Thorne's houses caved in under the weight of the snow, the
heating plant was put out of commission and , with no heat to
melt the snow on the other houses. they too fell under the weat
pressure. Nine houses with all their crops were destroyed for a
loss of about $25,000.
Other hothouses in town suffered much damage from broken
glass and the freezing weather before the glass could be replaced.
Altogether, the total loss was estimated at $50,000.
The heavy fall of snow continued through December I2 and 13
and traffic was at a standstill both in Rochester and Irondequoit.
The total fall was measured at 22.4 inches. In Rochester, the City
Manager declared a state of emergency and appealed to Governor
Dewey for State help. All parking of cars in the streets was forbidden and all snow-bound cars were towed away. Plows were
brought in from Buffalo, Syracuse and Hornell, fully equipped
with crews and mechanics. Mail was delivered only in plowed out
streets. Newspapers omitted all advertising to lighten the load:
instead of the usual 48 or 52 pages, the papers carried only I4
pages of news.
Most of the bus lines were back in service after four days.
but it took more than a week to accomplish a state of normalcy.
March has been the month most to be dreaded because of past
experiences. For example, on March I, 2, 3, of I900 we saw
43.5 inches of snow and the whole town was snowbound. In
March of I930, there were three days when I9 inches of snow
covered Irondequoit. In I932, we had IS.I inches. In 1936, we
again had a very heavy fall. At the height of the storm, the
snow fell at one inch per hour for thirty consecutive hours.
The coldest record we have is for February 9, I934 when the
mercury registered 22 degrees below zero. We came close to this
record this past January with a 19 below.
On the whole, though, the weather in 1957 hasn't been bad,
has it?
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Post Offices and Rural Mail Delivery
There was no rural free mail delivery before 1898. In those
early days, Irondequoit residents picked up their mail at some
designated or pre~arranged place in Rochester. For example:
some had their mail left at the Liberty Pole store; some at
Reynolds Arcade Post Office on Main Street where they had a
box; others arranged to collect their mail at a meat market, grocery
store or bake shop in Rochester where they were accustomed to
trade; some called for their mail at hotels in downtown Rochester;
and. too, there were private homes of friends or relatives in the
city where mail was received and held for them until called for .
The Post Office at Clyde has been mentioned in the article
on Carthage. Summerville had a Post Office called Claverhouse
established in 1895 in a grocery store. It closed in 1934. There
was a Post Office at Swayne's Corners from 1839~1859 and at
the Forest House for several years.
Following is a list of the Postmasters from 1839~ 1866, includ~
ing the dates of their terms, when known:
Caleb Hobbie
1839-1848
George McGonegal
1849
Benjamin Wing
1850-1851
Caleb Hobbie
1852-1856
Daniel C. Brown
1857
Henry Butts
John Bundy
Delos White
Perry Green White
This Post Office at the Forest House was discontinued in
1866, but reestablished in 1886, with Daniel Forman as Postmaster
until 1898 when it was moved to Helfer's Grocery Store at the
corner of Ridge Road and Portland Avenue. Fred Heffer was
Postmaster until his death in 1903 when his wife was appointed
Postmistress. She held the office until 1915 when it was discon~
tinued and all Irondequoit mail was picked up, by the carriers , at
Beachwood Station, East Main Street in Rochester and distri~
buted to residents . This service did not entirely cover closely~
centered places like Sea Breeze, Point Pleasant and Summerville,
where people lived within walking distance of the Post Office.
The first rural carrier in Irondequoit was Norris Walzer, who
started deliveries in 1898. He covered all of Irondequoit for a
: hort t;me until Geor$le Grabb was appointed to cover the west
side of town. It i'> said that Mr. Walzer sometimes rode horseback
with a leather knapsack hung over his shoulder. This was when
he found the roads impassable for his horse and wagon. When
the snow was deep. he used a sleigh. Mr. Grabb's daughter.
Mrs. Henry Mull of Seneca Park Ave. says that in the winter
time, when the roads were drifted, her father frequently crossed
the fields in his sleigh in order to deliver mail to some home,
otherwise inaccessible.
There were no mail boxes in those days and almost any
receptacle was placed to receive the mail. The government ex~
perimented with different kinds of boxes until the ones in general
use today were adopted.
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Mr. Grabb's twa-wheel mail cart.

First rural moil carrier-Norris Walz e r
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Different types of vehicles were used by the early carriers. The
accompanying pictures show the early mail wagons used. The
two-wheeled sulky was a convenient mode of travel also.
The Post Office at Sea Breeze was opened about 1916 and
that at Point Pleasant in 1922. Mr. Arthur Burns recalls meeting
two trains a day on the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad to take mail from Sea Breeze to the Point Pleasant grocery
store where it was picked up.

Population of Irondequoit 1840-1956
The following figures show population changes for the town
from the earliest record to the date of writing. Also included
are notations about each of the six annexations made by Rochester
which have successively decreased both the area and the census
of Irondequoit. (See map. )
Year
Census
1840
1252
1850
2397
1860
3547
3990
1870
In 1874, Rochester annexed a large section of the southern
part of Irondequoit, resulting in a sizable decrease in the town's
population.
1872
1875
1880
1980
2415
1890
In 1891, Rochester again annexed a portion of the town
lying along the Genesee River from the Ridge north to Catalpa
Road.
1892
2363
1900
2863
3160
1905
In 1906, another annexation by Rochester extended the city
line along the river to Summerville. In 1907, the following became
part of Rochester: Durand Eastman Park. with the right of way
down Culver Road; a narrow strip on the south side of Norton
Street at the east end; and a narrow strip extending from Culver
Road to Point Lookout on Irondequoit Bay.
1910
3526
In 1914, Rochester took further sections of the town, including
one from Norton Street on the south to Longacre Road on the
north, another from their already-annexed property on the west
to east of Seneca Road on the east, and three other small sections
in various parts of the town.
1915
4603
1920
5123
In 1923, another section north of Norton Street from the
1914 annexation on the west to Carter Street, and some extending
to Portland Avenue on the east was added to the city.
1925
10,469
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Note the increase of approximately 104% for the 1920~25
period . After this year, the consent of 51 % of the property
owners was required before any more annexations could be made.
There have been none since 1923.
17,935
1930
1940
23.376
32,000 (est.)
1947
1950
34.417
40,000 (est. )
1955
51,000 (est.)
1956

Annexations by the City of Rochester between 1874. 1925-Note
annexations were mode by purchase.
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1926 and 1936

SCHOOLS OF IRONDEQUOIT
Introduction
When Irondequoit was formed from Brighton in 1839, the
School Commissioners divided the town into four
school districts. These were numbered 1, 2, 3 and 7.
Number 1 District occupied the southwest part of the township
and came later to be known as the Bell School District; Number 2
District, the northeast part; Number 3 District, the northwest part;
Number 7 District, the southeast section, and given that number
because it was a part of Brighton District Number 7. Thus this
district was known as the Brighton~lrondequoit District for some
years.
Before Irondequoit was formed, schools were sometimes held
in homes and the teacher "boarded 'round." In other cases, log
schools were built by those interested in their children's education.
One log school was located, in 1814, on the Ridge Road just east
of the Forest House. This school at first had volunteer teachers.
Mr. Ransford Perrin, Mr. James Swayne (who later became Sup~
ervisor) and Mr. William Blossom, also a Supervisor, were
among the early educators in the 1820~40 period. Another log
school was erected, also in 1814, at the corner of Waring Road
and Norton Street, but it was in use only two months when de~
stroyed by fire. For the remainder of that school year, the
children met in the home of Mr. Hincher on the Hobbie farm
just north of Norton Street. In 1815, a third log school was built
on the Ganyard farm just opposite the site of the one on Norton
Street.
In 1825, a frame building was built near the northeast corner
of Norton Street and North Avenue (now Portland Avenue)
on land donated by Mr. Alexander Hooker. This school replaced
the log school on Norton Street. In 1828, a frame building was
erected on the tip of the Culver~Merchants Road triangle. This
stood until 1844, when it was replaced by the "Cobblestone
School" built opposite Bay Street on Culver Road.
newly~elected

History of School Districts after 1839
NUMBER 1 DISTRICT ("OLD DISTRICT NUMBER 1")
The frame school built on Norton Street in 1825 was replaced
fn 1865 by a brick building known as the Bell School. An old
record book kept by the Trustees of District Number 1 tells the
following story about the origin of this school.
A meeting of the taxpayers was called at the Blacksmith Shop
on October 11. 1864, and at that time, it was voted to build a
school "on the old lot." (We understand from this that the frame
building must have been destroyed in some manner.) The new
building was completed in April 1865 and dedication exercises
were held on October 25. "The oration was delivered by Peter
Jackson and a poem was delivered by A. 0. Ganyard." The ladies
of the community volunteered to raise the money for the cupola
and a bell was to be purchased by subscription from the com~
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District No. 5 School-Culver Road near Hoffman Road.
This one -room school in District No. 5 was used until 1914 when a two-room
bui ldi ng was erected on Pt. Pleasant Road.

Bell School-Norton Street at Portland Avenue-Built 1865.
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munity. Thus the school received the name "The Bell School."
At a special meeting held April 25, I866, the taxpayers voted
to build a second school in the west part of the district at a cost
of $1,000. The plans for this school were the same as for the
first with the exception of "the coal house, the cupola and the
bell."
These two schools were maintained by the district until 1874
when the area around the school at the corner of Joseph Avenue
and Norton Street was annexed by Rochester. The district was
allowed, after some dispute with Rochester, to sell the site and
the building , and both, at auction, brought $961. It is interesting
to note that the trustees were authorized to advertise this auction
in at least two Rochester papers, one German and one English,
propably due to the fact that the area about the school was oc~
cupied by German families.
The Bell School was closed after 1897 and most of the district
was annexed by Rochester in 1914. What was left of District
Number 1 was divided between Districts Number 2 and 3 and
" Old District Number I" ceased to exist.
(NEW) DISTRICT NUMBER I
District Number I was known as Irondequoit~Brighton Dis~
trict Number 7 until I866 when it was divided at the town line and
became, in Irondequoit, District Number 6. On the dates indicated,
the following schools were built and/or enlarged in this district.
1844~Calvin M. Benjamin, having purchased from John
McGonegal for the sum of $40 a site opposite the end of Bay
Street on Culver Road, offered to exchange it for the triangle
lot owned by the district. On this site, the Cobblestone School
was built in 1844.
1872~A considerable addition was made to the building and
a belfry was added .
In 1874, the City annexed all that portion of the district lying
west of Culver Road , leaving the old Cobblestone School on the
very edge of the district.
April 23, I9I2~ The district voted to purchase a new school
site on Clifford Avenue (now Empire Boulevard) and to erect
there a modern school building. In December, therefore, the old
Cobblestone School was abandoned. Prior to changing the loca~
tion of the school from Culver Road to Empire Boulevard , the
number of the school district was again changed and finally be ~
came known as School District No. I of the Town of Irondequoit.
The new school was named the Edwin S. Pardee School in
honor of Mr. Pardee who was born in I827, on the Pardee home~
stead, which was established by Hiram and Sarah Pardee in
I826, they being among the earliest pioneers of the community.
Cost of the new site of one and one half acres was $900; cost of
the building , $I 1,000.
1917 ~This school was destroyed by fire and a new school
built on the same site.
1927 ~Eight acres were purchased on Helendale Road at a
cost of $1,600. The old Pardee School on Empire Boulevard was
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sold to the Laurelton Volunteer Fire Association.
1936-The Laurelton School was built on this new site. It
contained twelve rooms plus an assembly hall and cost $225,000.
1951-An annex was added to Laurelton, consisting of eight
classrooms and a teachers' room.
1951-Voted to purchase four acres of land from the County
of Monroe for $11,600. This property is situated on Helendale
Road at Westchester A venue.
1951-Voted to build a school on the new site, to be called
Pardee School. Building to contain 21 classrooms with additional
facilities of combination gymnasium-cafeteria, library, teachers'
room, suite of offices including health room. Cost of building
$850,000. This school will serve the district south of Empire
Boulevard.
Sept. 1954- Pardee School opened.
July 1, 1956- District Number 1 became part of East I ronde~
quoit Central School District.

DISTRICT NUMBER 2
1842-0ne half acre of ground was purchased from Caleb
Hobbie and wife for the sum of $25 and a one~room frame school
was built.
1889.-The one~room school was moved and built into a home,
so the district built a two~room brick school. Both the one~
room and two~room schools were known as The Hobbie School.
The latter served the district until 1927, when the building was
sold to the I.O.O.F.
1919-Ten lots ':~ere purchased at a cost of $1200. They
were located in the Norton Street section near Goodman Street.
Prior to building the school on this site, children of this section
of district Number 2 had been taught in a private home. Two
portables were added in 1921 ~22 and a third portable in 1923.
1926-Abraham Lincoln School was built on land purchased
by the District. Also in this year, Ridgewood School was built
on Ridge Road on property purchased from the Bumpus Estate.
Cost of these two sites was $16,000 and the two schools were
built at a cost of $245,000.
1954.-Addition to Ridgewood School of eighteen rooms
costing $710,000 and dedicated on September 26.
1955~56.- Addition to Ridgewood School of thirteen rooms
costing $400,000.

July I, 1956.-District Number 2 became part of the East
Irondequoit Central School District.
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W.C.T.U. Hall-Titus Avenue-Buill 1884, Brick School No. 3, in the foreground,

Cobblestone School-Culver at Merchants-Bu ilt 1844.
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DISTRICT NUMBER 3
The earliest schoolhouse built in District Number 3 was of
logs. It stood on the southeast corner of Titus Avenue and Lower
Hudson (now Cooper Road) on land donated by Stephen Titus.
The year was 1840.
This log school was used until 1861 when it was replaced by
a one-room brick school built on the opposite corner of Titus and
Lower Hudson Avenues. Mr. Alfred Curtice donated the land
for this building.
1884-A second room was added to the school and the entrance was changed from the south side to the east side.
1895-This building was demolished and a more modern fourroom building took its place.
1898-Irondequoit District No. 3 School became Irondequoit
Union Free School. District No. 3.
1907-The district purchased from Mr. Charles Howard two
more acres of land for the sum of $1 ,250.
1908-The district voted $11 ,000 for a two-room addition.
1917-The Grange Hall was rented for physical education
classes.
1922-There was another addition of four classrooms, an
assembly hall, gymnasium , indoor toilets , a teachers' room and a
library. The entire cost was $100,000.
1923-Showers were installed in the basement.
1924-lroridequoit Union Free School , District No. 3, became Irondequoit High School.
1924-Seven additional lots were purchased to provide playgrounds.
1926-The study hall was divided into two classrooms.
1927-Two portables of two rooms each were added at a
cost of $5,226, with $200 additional for blackboards. At this
time, the basement of the school was remodeled to add two more
classrooms and the teachers' room was converted into a classroom.
1927-The Williams Farm, on Cooper Road, was purchased
for $72,000, and the Howard-Hallauer property, consisting of
10.8 acres. on Hudson Avenue was bought at a cost of $32,460.
1928-29-The Hosea Rogers School was built on the Howard-Hallauer site at a cost of $210,888 and dedicated on November 8, 1929.
1928- Kindergarten was housed in United Congregational
Church.
1929-Kindergarten and first grade had quarters in the Masonic Temple on St. Paul Boulevard.
1931---Reuben A. Dake School was built on the Cooper Road
Williams Farm site at a cost of $200,000.
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1949~50- A high school was built on Cooper Road, just south
of the Reuben A. Dake School. at a cost of $1.000,000 and dedi~
cated on October 26 of 1950.
1953- District Number 3 joined with District Number 4 to
form the West Irondequoit Central School District.

DISTRICT NUMBER 4
On November 7. 1847. an order was issued by A. B. Hobb.
Superintendent of Irondequoit, directing James Thurn to give
notice of a school meeting to be held at the home of Mason Cole
on November 18 at 7 o'clock. As a result of this meeting, Dis~
trict Number 4 was formed. From that year until 1851. school
sessions were held in a building on the property of Mason Cole,
situated on Cole Road.
May 12, 1851-Thirty dollars was paid for what is now a
portion of the present school site.
Oct. 20, 1851-Three hundred and thirty dollars were raised
by taxation to build a school (the first structure) .
Dec. 8, 1851-An additional $50 was raised to finish the
school.
Sept. 12, 1856-It was decided to build a new school (the
second structure) to replace the one recently burned.
Jan. 7, 1868-Raised $2,000 to build another new school (the
third structure) .
Feb. 8, 1868-The old school (second structure) was sold
at auction for $50.
Oct. 10, 1876-Money was raised to build a new cupola and
put a bell therein.
Aug. 25, 1885-0ne acre of land for enlarging the present
site was purchased at a cost of $200.
Apr. 24, 1900-It was voted to build a new two~room brick
school. for $4500 (the fourth structure) .
Aug. 11, 1908-New hot water heating plant installed.
Dec. 2, 1913-Resolved: To build an additional room and
make other changes required by law to the extent of $7.000.
May 1. 1917 -It was decided that both grounds and building
would be opened for play~grounds and social center activities,
on and after June 1.
Jan. 17. 1921-Purchased: an additional acre and a half of
land adjoining the present site at a cost of $3.700.
Sept. 8, 1921-Voted: To erect a new school (the fifth struc~
ture), at a cost not to exceed $70,000.
Mar. 6, 1922-Voted to expend an additional $15,000 on
building.
Mar. 16, 1922-Ground broken for Seneca School.
Nov. 20, 1922-0pening reception.
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Fall of 1931-Six and three quarters acres at the corner of
Washington Avenue and what is now Colebrook Road (formerly
Cole Road) purchased for $25,000. The district was divided
into north and south sections. However, the prospect of war dis~
pelled all hope of building the new school.
May 7, 1935-It was decided to pay tuition for high school stu~
dents at either Irondequoit High School or any high school in
the city of Rochester. Trustees contracted with District Number
3 and city elementary schools for the instruction of children on
condition that their parents wished to send them. This contract
was renewed annually for the next ten years. Half~day sessions
were held for the first three grades; kindergarten was divided into
three sessions, two in the morning and one in the afternoon; and
seventh and eighth grades were sent to Charlotte High School.
Transportation facilities were paid for by the District.
Mar. (2, 1946-It was decided to sell land purchased in 1931
because it was insufficient to accommodate the building and inad~
equate for suitable playgrounds. Thirteen acres directly across the
street were purchased for $10,000 and the former site was sold
for $11,000.
June 25, 1946-Common School Number 4 was established as
a Union Free School.
June 1947 -It was voted to construct and equip a new school
on the Colebrook site at a cost not to exceed $465,000. A house
and garage situated on the new site were sold for $310.
June 1948-Voted: an additional sum of $60,000 to complete
construction and add equipment. Later, $9,044 was voted to
complete the project and the new school was named Iroquois.
1947 ~48-Seneca School was modernized.
1953-The Seneca and Iroquois Schools, which comprised
District Number 4 voted to centralize with District Number 3
to form the West Irondequoit Central School District.

WEST IRONDEQUOIT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Elementary Schools Built Since Centralization
Cost of
Name
Acreage
Site Cost
Building
Occupied
Parkside
3.6
$17,000
$172 ,600
1954
Briarwood
3.3
26,800
198,500
1954
Pinegrove
9.5
36,750
194,750
1954
Listwood Built on Reuben Dake site
198,000
1954
Lakeview
3.7
14,000
170,000
1956
Southlawn Built on Hosea Rogers site
170,000
1956
Colebrook
Built on Iroquois site
175,000
1956
Oakview
2
22,000
175,000
1957
Brookview
3
12,500
175,000
1957
1955-An Administration Building for the offices of the
Superintendent and staff of West Irondequoit Central School
District was erected on the Williams site at a cost of $30,000
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DISTRICT NUMBER 5
Irondequoit School District Number 5 was organized in 1843
through a resolution voted on December 16, 1842. The resolu~
tion read : "Resolved: To form a new school district to be
formed from District Number 2 and called District Number 5
Irondequoit.' '
Previous to the erection of the first schoolhouse in District
Number 5, school was held in private homes.
May 18, 1844- " Resolved: To purchase one-fourth acre
of land for the sum of $20 and to build a frame schoolhouse 15 x
24 feet , the sum of $200 for school to be raised by tax ." This
school was located a few rods to the south of Irondequoit
Cemetery on Culver Road.
1914-The one-room school was discontinued and a two~
room structure on the present site on Bay Avenue or Point
Pleasant Road was authorized.
1915-An addition of three rooms was voted.
1916-The new building was named Durand Eastman School.
1921-Voted: a $36,000 addition.
1925-Voted:
$4,000.

To purchase nine building lots at a cost of

1926-Voted to raise $100 ,000 for erection of new building.
This East Wing housed si x classrooms , an assembly hall
seating 750 people, school offices, library, secretary's office and
projection room . The building was dedicated on November 14,
1926.
1936-Voted: To build and equip a gymnasium at a cost of
$36,000.
1951-A kindergarten building was erected. Housing two
rooms, it is connected to the southeast corner of the building by a
covered walk. Kindergartens had been housed in Durand Con~
gregational and Lutheran Transfiguration Churches.
Jan. 11. 1953-The Arlington Swarts Wing was dedicated.
This addition contains nine classrooms, cafeteria and kitchen,
music room , library, medical suite, administrative offices and
Board Room. Cost : $557,000.
July I. 1956- District Number 5 became part of the East
Irondequoit Central School District.

EAST IRONDEQUOIT CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Nov. 15, 1956-A $5,160,000 program of expansion was
voted. This included: a high school, to be called Eastridge High,
at a cost of $3,580 ,000; conversion of Ridgewood School to a
950~pupil Junior High, at an estimated cost of $297,000; and con~
struction of a 600-pupil elementary school for an estimated
$1,167,000.
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Parochial Schools
ST. SALOME-Point Pleasant Road
Built in 1921, St. Salome was the first of the parochial schools
established in Irondequoit. The original building was largely the
result of the volunteer work of people of the parish: men gave up
their evenings, Saturdays and holidays and worked with a marve~
lous determination for the completion of their school. The build~
ing was constructed of cinder blocks, some of the first ever used
in structural work. In 1925, four rooms were added to the
school and in 1950, eleven more. A kindergarten was added in
1947. Transportation to St. Salome is furnished by bus.
ST. AMBROSE-Empire Boulevard and Culver Road
St. Ambrose School was opened September 11 , 1922 with
three rooms. At first , the school offered instruction in only six
grades, but by 1924 all eight grades of work were being taught
there. In 1923, eight rooms and a hall were added and, in 1930,
six more rooms were added .
ST. THOMAS-Colebrook Road
The property for this school, at the corner of Cole Road
(now Colebrook) and St. Paul Boulevard . was purchased in '1922
at a cost of $15,150. Ground was broken for the building in
April of 1923 and work was completed later that same year. Two
rooms, accomodating about 60 pupils, were made ready for classes.
Cost of the building was $26,000. In 1928, four rooms were add~
ed, costing $25,000. In 1932, playground and parking space were
purchased for $3,000. The year 1945 saw the establishment of
kindergarten and , in 1949, three more rooms were built at a
cost of $160,000. In 1952, nine additional rooms were constructed
for the sum of $200,000.
Two school buses provide pupil transportation.
ST. MARGARET MARY -Rogers Parkway
Six a nd one half acres of land were purchased from Benja~
min Titus on October 28, 1928 for $18,500 and an additional two
acres from Rene DeBuck for $6,000. The parishioners gave
$88,000 and St. Margaret Mary School was built in 1930.
In 1947, a new wing containing six rooms was added and
kindergarten established. In 1956, a memorial to the late Father
Bruton was erected at a cost of $385,000. This provided six
classrooms, a lunch room, and toilets on both floor s.
ST. JAMES-Brockley Road
St. James School was built in 1950 on land secured from the
Diocese of Rochester at a cost of $25,000. The building erected
by the parish cost $250,000. Kindergarten was established the
same year.
In 1953, four rooms were added at a cost of $70,000. A con~
vent is to be built in 1957 and this will release four more rooms,
now occupied by the Sisters. It is estimated that the new build~
ing will cost $220,000.
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ST. CECILIA-Culver Road
Land for St. Cecilia was purchased from the Merck Estate
at a cost of $22,000. It included six and one half acres on which
the school was built in 1951 for the sum of $100.000.
Children living beyond walking distance use the bus that
serves the Ridgewood School.
CHRIST THE KING-King's Highway
Sod was turned for this school in January 1956 and the first
classes met on January 28, 1957. It is located on a 75~acre tract
on Kings Highway (formerly North Goodman Street).
There are eight classrooms in the school which, with the new
Christ the King Church, adjacent to it, will cost $125,000 accord~
ing to current plans.

Seventh Day Adventists' School
The brick building on Culver Road near the Ridge, once
known as the Caleb Hobbie School. and sold by District Number
2 to the I.O.O.F. in 1927, was purchased in 1945 by the Seventh
Day Adventists for $5.500.
The school has three classrooms and an assembly hall and
includes grades 1 to 10.
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IRONDEQUOIT CHURCHES
Irondequoit had no church buildings before 1911 , when the

UNITED CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, situated on Titus
~

A venue was erected.

The origin of this church was in a Sunday School established
in 1850. Sunday School services were held in the nearby schoolhouse until, in 1884, the W.C.T.U . Hall was built. Here, evening
church services were conducted by students from the Rochester
Theological Seminary. When this hall was destroy ed by fire
on October 29, 1909, a new building was immediately constructed
to take its place but , before completed, it was decided to organize
a church. The comment of those days that "There's no religion
north of the Ridge" was hardly fair , since interested town 's
people were at that time attending various city churches. The
new building was dedicated on January 22 , 1911 and the Reverend
Harold Capron of the South Congregational Church of Rochester
was called as its first pastor.
The cornerstone of the new Congregational Church was
laid on May 30 , 1926 and the building dedicated on February
27, 1927. At that time, the original building became the Sunday
School , to which an addition w as constructed in 1952.
The IRONDEQUOIT PRESBYTERIA N CHURCH located on Culver Road also grew out of a Sunday School which
was established in 1856. They, too , met in the school building
for nearly three decades until a chapel was built. and ministers
for their services were likewise students at the Rochester Theological Seminary. In 1914, they erected their present building
and in 1956 built a fine new addition. Reverend Harold Estes
is the present pastor.
Another church which grew out of a Sunday School was the

SUMMERVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. In the year
1875, Mr. David Copeland bought land on the bluff shore of Lake
Ontario at Summerville and sta rted a little Sunday School i!} his
living room. As the school grew too large for h.is home, tie conceived the idea of holding it out under the elms on what is now
Summerville Beach. Each child brought his ow n chair with him.
On Janua ry 10, 1885, the school was incorporated under the
name " The Elm Beach Union Sabbath School."
Later, Mr. Charles Salmon gave a fifty-year lease of land
and a building called the Ly ceum was erected. Besides Sunday
School , regular church services were held , ministered by students
from Rochester Seminary . Up to 1915 . the school had been
maintained only during the summer months . but on October 6 ,
1915, it was decided to equip the b.uildi.ng for winter use. This
was done at a cost of $700.
By December 8, 1921 enough money had been raised to pay
for land on which to build a church. Ground was broken
for the new church on August 16, 1922 and , on April 8, 1923 the
completed church was dedica ted. Their fi rs t resid en t pastor was
the Reverend David Moody.
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ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH had its beginning in
St. George's chapel erected in 1907 on the Boulevard at Summerville.
In 1922, a new parish was established in the area bounded by
Lake Ontario, Durand Eastman Park, Titus Avenue and the
Genesee River, and the Reverend John F. Muckle was appointed
Pastor. The new site, on Cole Road near St. Paul Boulevard.
was purchased on November 14. 1922. In the following February.
additional property was purchased and in February 1926, a new
St. Thomas Church was erected on this site. This church was
enlarged in 1947. Father Muckle served this church for 32 years.
St. George's Chapel still stands and is used during the summer
months for the convenience of visitors to the Lake.
ST. SALOME PARISH built a summer chapel on ground
given them April 20, 1908. The chapel was dedicated by Bishop
Hickey on June 14. 1908 and destroyed by fire on October 11.
1910.
New land was acquired in 191 0-11 and the formal opening of
another summer chapel was held on August 6, 1911. Before
1925, a second Mass was necessary to accomodate the people of
the parish. In that year, also, their first resident pastor came and
regular services have been held all through the year ever since.
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DURAND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH really had its
beginning in 1914 when a meeting was held at
Gazelle. Church services and Sunday School
home and later in a cottage owned by Mr.
services were conducted by a Mr. Findlay, a
the American Bible Society, who came to
Rochester each Sunday.

the home of Mrs.
were held in this
Williams. These
representative of
Irondequoit from

In 1915, a lot, located at Park and Culver Roads, was donated by Mr. Bucher as a site for the place of worship. The
building was completed and named "The Who-so-ever-will
Chapel."
In 1918, with the help of the Congregational Society, the services of a regular minister, Reverend Albert Briddon, were obtained. Shortly thereafter, the name of the chapel was changed
to the First Congregational Church of Sea Breeze and Vicinity..
By 1928, the congregation and the Sunday School had
outgrown the chapel and larger quarters were needed. At a
meeting held on April 23 , 1928, it was decided to build a more
adequate edifice. This, however, was the time of the depression
and the cornerstone for the first unit was not laid until the spring
of 1930. At this time, the name of Durand Congregational
Church was selected.
In 1945, the old chapel and the former parsonage were both
sold. In May and June of 1951, plans were made for the present
sanctuary. The cornerstone of this new building was laid on
February 8, 1953 and on Sunday, September 27 of the same year,
dedication services were held in the new addition.

ST. AMBROSE PARISH was instituted by the Right Reverend Thomas F. Hickey, DO , on November 10, 1921. Reverend
Walter B. McCarthy was appointed first pastor on the same day.
A temporary frame church was erected on the corner of Culver
Road and Empire Boulevard and the church was officially opened
on December 11, 1921.
The cornerstone of the present St. Ambrose Church was laid
on October 1, 1922 and the church dedicated on September 9.
1923. The present pastor is Reverend Frank W. Mason.
The first service of the CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION was held at the Masonic Temple on June 5, 1924. The
congregation, however, was not formally organized until October
4, 1925, although they had decided to organize and had called
the Reverend Harry J. Krieder as their pastor on June 27 , 1925.
On June 12, 1927, just three years after the first service, ground
was broken for their new church on St. Paul Boulevard at Cooper
Road. The cornerstone was laid on August 14, 1927 and the
building dedicated February 12. 1928. The present pastor is
Rev. Eugene L. Stowell.
In November 1927, the Board of Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church of North America purchased a site for the
LAURELTON UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH at
Helendale and Empire Boulevard. The first service of the church
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was held at Laurelton School on December 4 of the same year.
In January 1928, a house was built on Queensboro Road to
be used temporarily for church purposes and eventually as a
church manse. The first service in this building was held on
May 13, 1928. The church was organized September 27, 1929,
and in the summer of 1930, the original building was completed.
In 1947, the church became self-supporting. thus ending
twenty years of dependence on mission support. On December
1, 1949, a fine addition was dedicated.
In 1953, the church was again suffering from growing pains
and on March 27, 1955 a new church building was dedicated.
The present pastor is the Reverend Carleton A . Harrison, who
has served Laurelton United since 1941.

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH was planned on October
17, 1928. when six and one half acres of land at the end of
Rogers Parkway were purchased.
The first meeting of the Parish was held at the Masonic
Temple on August 30, 1929 and the first Mass celebrated in
the new church on September 15, 1929. In the same month, a
house, located at 122 Scholfield Road, was purchased for a
rectory.
Ground was broken October 17, 1948 for a new church and
rectory and, in September 1949, open house was held at the new
rectory. Mass was said for the first time in the new church at
midnig_ht December 25, 1949, but the building was not dedicated
until February 1950. The Right Reverend Msgr. Maynard A.
Connell, DD, is the present pastor, having recently succeeded
Father Charles J. Bruton who had served the church from its
beginning until 1956.
In January of 1930, land was purchased at the corner of
Avondale and Culver Roads. Here, blessing of the site and
ground-breaking for the CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION took place on April 26, 1931 and the cornerstone was laid
May 17 of the same year. Reverend Elmer G. Schaertel became
the first pastor on June 7 and the first church service was conducted
July I 0, although the building was not completed at that time.
Dedication took place October 11, 1931.
On September 7, 1953, it was voted to purchase property and
a parish house at 3802 Culver Road. Possession of the parish
house took place January 2, 1954 and the first meeting was held
January 5. The Sunday School began holding classes January
24, but the House was not dedicated until March 7 of that year.
The present pastor is Rev. Theodore D. Weiskotten . .
Four lots at the corner of Scholfield Road and North Clinton
Avenue were purchased in 1925 by Mr. Frederick E . Wyatt
for the establishment of a Methodist church in Irondequoit to be
called the SENECA METHODIST CHURCH.
At a meeting held May 10, 1930, it was definitely decided to
go ahead with the project. The necessary budget was raised and
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the Reverend Cecil F . Wilson was appointed pastor. Until the
church could be built, services were held in the Hosea Rogers
School.
Building was begun on August 25 , 1932 on the site donated
by Mr. Wyatt. The cornerstone was laid with appropriate serv~
ices on September 18 and the church dedicated October 30, 1932.
It was built by the Rochester Lumber Company, of which Mr.
Wyatt was President, without profit to the company.
Ground was broken on July 31, 1950 for a new educational
wing and the original structure was also remodeled and enlarged.
This new building was dedicated and officially opened June 21,
1951. Reverend Franklin B. Laundry is the present pastor.
The first s ervices held by parishioners of ALL SAINTS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH were conducted at the Masonic Temple
on November 1, 1935. A few additional meetings were held at
the Temple but, since there were other groups also meeting there,
it did not prove a satisfactory place and the meetings were held
for a time at Seneca School on St. Paul Boulevard at Thomas
Avenue.
Later, Mr. Walter Colt donated a plot of land on Winona
Boulevard for a church and, early in 1937, the building of the
new church began. From the beginning, All Saints was a mission
parish , but was admitted into the diocese as a self~supporting
parish about 1950. Extensive improvements were made to the
interior of the church to care for the increased membership.
In 1954, alterations were again made to provide a larger
seating capacity. Reverend Donald A. Stivers is AU Saints' cur~
rent pastor.
On land acquired from the D iocese of Rochester, ST. JAMES
CATHOLIC CHURCH was built in 1950. Additions were made
to the school in 1953 and construction of a convent is planned
for 1957.
Reverend Francis M . Feeney is the present pastor of this
church , which is located on Brockley Road .
In 1951, five and one half acres of land were purchased for ST.
CECILIA CATHOLIC CHURCH and School and both were
erected in the same year. In January 1956, an addition was made
to the school and a chapel and second floor added to the convent.
The church is located at 2732 Culver Road and Reverend
Bernard C . Newcomb is the present pastor.

ST. JOHNS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
celebrated its 80th anniversary in 1953 before becoming an !ronde~
quoit church: its former sanctuary was located on Joseph Avenue
at Buchan Park.
In 1949, the church bought five acres of land on Ridge Road
near Hudson Avenue for the site of a new church . Ground for
the new building was broken on October 25. 1954. The old site
and building w ere sold in the same year to the Mt. Vernon
Baptist Church and last services held there on November 27, 1955.
118

Dedication of the new church was held on December 4, 1955.
The Reverend John A. W. Kirsch became the seventh pastor of
St. Johns on August 1, 1945 and continues as its minister today.

TEMPLE EMANU~EL dates from June 1953 when twelve
men met to explore the need for a Jewish house of worship in
Irondequoit. In September, first services were held in rented
quarters and the congregation bought its present edifice, located
at the corner of St. Paul Boulevard and Titus Avenue, in 1954.
The Temple building, formerly a seventeen~room house, was
remodeled for the most part by the members. In addition to the
chapel, it contains a large kitchen, recreation hall, lounge, class~
rooms and Rabbi's study. George Rosenthal is the present Rabbi.
On October 20, 1953, a group of Irondequoit Jews met at the
home of Jack R. Hoffman and laid plans for the organization
of a conservative Jewish congregation. It was at this · meeting
that TEMPLE BETH DAVID was born. The name was sug~
gested by the celebration that year of the 3000th anniversary of
the building of the first Temple in Jerusalem, which was the in~
spiration of King David.
The first service was held at the Grange Hall on Friday
evening, October 23, 1953. In the first week of November,
temporary quarters were established in a vacant store located at
709 Titus Avenue. A group of devoted men and women worked
untiringly to make the place suitable for worship. Barely one
month later, the congregation was forced to move to the rear
of the store as the front had been rented. It thus became neces~
sary to secure more permanent quarters.
In the spring of 1954, negotiations were initiated for the
purchase of Unity Recreation Hall at 2939 St. Paul Boulevard
and the congregation took possession of this building on August
1, 1954. Again, the members banded together in work to create
a religious Temple out of a Lodge Hall. The first service was
conducted at midnight Saturday September 18, 1954. This was
the Selihot Service. The Temple was fully readied just one hour
before Rosh Hashana of that year. The formal dedication took
place on Sunday, April 17, 1955. Aaron Solomon is the present
Rabbi.
In 1952, the Diocese of Rochester purchased seventy-eight
acres of land on Kings Highway (formerly North Goodman
Street) south of Titus Avenue for CHRIST THE KING

CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Ground-breaking ceremonies were held on March 18, 1956.
Since then a modernistic church has been built with a seating
capacity of 820 persons and a sound proof, glass-enclosed room
in the rear for parents with infants. A solemn high Mass at
midnight marked the opening of the new church on April 20,
1957.
The Parish Hall which was opened October 26, 1956 has been
used for services awaiting the opening of the church. A convent
also is a part of the new building. Rev. Charles Mahoney is the
Priest in charge.
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TOWN CEMETERIES
The Hooker Cemetery is located on the east side of Portland
Ave. behind the old Hooker Home, now occupied by Mrs. Alling
Clements. a descendent of the Hooker family. This cemetery was
a gift to the Town of Irondequoit by Mr. Alexander Hooker
in 1840, a year after the town was organized. It was used as
a public burying ground by the town until 1895 when the
Culver Road Cemetery ground was purchased.
Until the Culver Road Cemetery was opened, the grounds
of the Hooker Cemetery were cared for by men known as Cemetery Trustees appointed by the Town Board. From 1895 to 1932
some attention was given this plot by these trustees, but in the
face of indifference by the Board they became discouraged and
since then the grounds have received no attention. The law states
that a sum of $300 annually must be spent to care for such cemeteries. Since 1932 this sum has not been set aside by the Board.
This is the burial spot of all the early pioneers and is really THE
HISTORICAL SPOT of the Town. In respect for those citizens
who "cleared the forests and excited the earth to production"
and made Irondequoit "one of the best places in the world to live"
we owe them a decent burial spot. It is hoped that the present
Town Board will remedy the mistake of previous boards and
make this a plot of ground to which we may point with pride.
In 1953 and 1954 at the request of the historian, the Culver
Post No. 2691 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars undertook the
job of clearing away the underbrush and located the graves of
thirteen veterans, including that of a soldier of the Revolutionary
War, one of the Black Hawk War, a third of the War of 1812
and ten who served in the Civil War.
Many of the men who served this town as Supervisors, Town
Clerks, Justices and many other capacities are buried there but
their graves have been sadly neglected for many years. The
Town Board did replace the fence in 1955. but there are many
dead trees that should be removed, the ground should be cleared
and seeded and the fallen stones replaced.
The Bradstreet Cemetery is located on Culver Road at Sea
Breeze. It is a very small private plot containing about seven
graves. Its ~rigin dates back to 1830 when a man by the name
of Stephen Woodman who owned 100 acres of land at Sea
Breeze had a private cemetery on his farm . When Samuel Bradstreet bought the Woodman farm, the Woodman Cemetery became the Bradstreet Cemetery.
Irondequoit Post No. 134 of the American Legion has assumed
the care of this plot.

Rogers Cemetery is located G>n Armstrong Ave. near St. Paul
Boulevard. It is a very small plot of ground surrounded by a
very fine iron fence.
This ground was set aside by Ezra Rogers, brother of Hosea
Rogers. as a family burial plot. There are about five or six
graves there. One grave contains the body of Mr. Rogers' dog,
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Fred, his favorite hunting dog. When the dog died, it is said that
Mr. Rogers mourned many days. In a sentimental mood, he
buried the dog in the cemetery and placed a marker on its grave.

Culver Road Cemetery is located on Culver Road near Hoff~
man Road. It was formerly a part of the Evershed farm.
Five acres were purchased by the Town on April 17, 1895
and on December 31 , 1942 another 4.91 acres were added.
There have been other private cemeteries in various parts of
the town but they have been closed and the bodies moved to other
plots.
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MODERN CIVIC AFFAIRS
The Town Hall
Irondequoit's beautiful colonial~type Town Hall, situated at
the corner of Titus Avenue and Kings H ighway, the geographi~
cal center of the town, was dedicated May 29 and 30, 1951.
It is a fire~ proof building, 60 by 121 feet, with two stories
and a basement. It provides rooms with modern facilities for
conducting the business of the town's many departments. It
was built at a cost of $500,000 without added burden to the
taxpayers, for the reason that the late Supervisor, Thomas E.
Broderick, and the Town Councilmen had quietly set aside funds,
over a period of years, with which to provide the new structure.
The first spadeful of earth was turned by Supervisor Brode~
rick on April 4, 1949 and two hundred people attended that
ceremony. However, Mr. Broderick did not live to see the com~
pletion of the building. He passed away October 1, 1949, but
the building is really a memorial to his foresight and sound plan~
ning.
The cornerstone was laid March 28, 1950 by the present
Supervisor, Walter E. Lauterbach. The dedication in 1951 was
planned by a 25 member non~political committee. Clubs, school

New Tow n Hall-Dedicated 1951 .
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This War Memorial Marker was Jocaied on Ridge Road opposi,te building used for
Town offices

War Memorial Plaque hongs in lobby of New Town Hall
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organizations, firemen, veterans organizations, fraternal groups
and garden clubs all participated.
May 29 was Young Peoples's Day. The school organizations
held programs in the afternoon and the firemen staged a demon~
stration in the evening.
On May 30, Memorial Day, a parade, a tradition in !ronde~
quoit, was held early in the afternoon and converged at the
Town Hall.
A feature of the ceremonies was the dedication of the Thomas
E. Broderick Memorial Hall where meetings of the Town Board
and other civic organizations are held . Also dedicated and hung
in the Hall was a painting of the former supervisor by the artist
John Menihan. This was a gift of a former Town Attorney, John
Van Voorhis, who was elected Judge of the Court of Appeals in
January 1937.
When the new Town Hall was built and dedicated, the
memorial marker formerly standing on Ridge Road East across the
street from the Old Town HalL was removed and a bronze me~
moria! plaque placed in the main lobby of the new Town Hall.
Records are not available to indicate the exact numbers of
our residents who have served their country in various wars.

Town Government
Supervisor
Four C ouncilmen

ELECTED OFFICERS
Tax Collector
Two Justices of the Peace

APPOINTED BY TOWN BOARD
Town Clerk
Recreation Commission
Town Attorne_y
Planning and Zoning Bo <~ rd s
Assessor and Deputy
Recreation Director
Highway Superintendent
Recreation Supervisor
Health Officer
Building Inspector
Health Nurses
Superintendent of Sewers
Commissioner of Public Works
Town Historian
Police and other employees appointed under the rules and
regulations of the Monroe County Civil Service Commission.

Supervisor and Town Board (Town Council )
SUPERVISOR
The Supervisor is elected every two years and is the chief
administrative officer of the town. Theoretically. all the employees
of the town are responsible to the Supervisor but. in Irondequoit,
each department head assumes responsibility for those in his
department.
The Supervisor is by law the fiscal officer of the town . All
taxes, monies and special district funds , except school funds , are
deposited in the bank by the receiver of taxes, to the Supervisor's
credit. He appoints his own bookkeeper, whose duties also include those of pay roll clerk. typist, accountant, general informa124

tion bureau, expert on - retirement system and budget director.
The Supervisor is a member of the County Board of Supervisors and must attend the county meetings and the meetings
of any committee to which he is appointed. It is his responsibility
to see that the town gets value for monies paid in county taxes.
In addition, he must always be ready to listen to the problems
of the taxpayers.
TOWN COUNCIL
The Town Council (Town Board) is composed of the
councilmen and the Supervisor, who is the presiding officer. Four
councilmen are elected for terms of four years each, two members
being selected at each town election. The Town Council is the
governing body of the town, actually its board of directors, and
it carries out the powers and duties conferred upon it. It must hold
monthly meetings, but special meetings may also be held at any
time. Such special meetings may be called by the Supervisor
and must be called by him on the written request of two members
of the Council. The Supervisor has a vote on all matters coming
before the Council. Should he be absent from any Town Council
meeting , the members present designate a temporary chairman.
A majority of the entire board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business, but any number may adjourn a meeting. The
votes are taken by "ayes" and "nays' and the vote of each is
recorded in the Minutes.
Following are a few of the duties that the Town Council,
under town law, is directed to perform: general control of town
fina nces ; management, custody and control of town property;
fi xing salaries of officers and employees; auditing claims against
the town; filling vacancies in town offices; awarding contracts for
town purposes; constructing certain drainage and flood control
facilities; contracting for certain highway lighting; calling special
town elections ; enacting ordinances; zoning and makng building
regulation s ; establishing improvement districts; establishing reserve funds. Some of these functions may be carried out only when
51 perc ent of those affected so petition the Council.
TAX COLLECTOR
The receiver of taxes is elected for a four-year term. In Irondequoit , a town of first class , the t_itle of this office is "Receiver
of Taxes and Assessments." the difference between this and the
title of Tax Collector , as it is termed in smaller towns , is that the
receiver must collect all taxes levied by the school districts, all
assessments levied by special districts, and all water rents. He
is assisted by one full-time bookkeeper and one clerk whose
main work is billing water rents and pos ting receipts. At tax-collecting time, two extra part-time helpers are employed.
Collecting taxes and accounting 'for monies collected in Irondequoit is a big job. The school year 1956-57 had a tax roll of
two and a quarter million dollars , the town and country tax roll
was one and one half million dollars and more than one hundred
thousand dollars was collected in water rents over the year just
past. Many a large business does not handle nearly four million
dollars a year.
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The tax office has more than 13,000 accounts which require
strict accuracy. According to law, the tax books are audited an~
nually by independent auditors and, every two years, the books
are reviewed by auditors from the State Bureau of Audit and Con~
trol.
The tax department works closely with the Assessor's office
in keeping an up~to~date address for every piece of property in
the town. It does the billing for town~operated water districts, for
which there are currently nearly 4,000 accounts, and this num~
ber is increasing each year. One can readily see that the tax office
is one of the busiest and most important of town departments.

Town Attorney and Peace Justices
TOWN ATTORNEY
The Town Attorney is appointed by the Town Board and is
paid a stipulated annual salary regardless of the amount of work
required of him during the year. He does not maintain an office
in the Town Hall, but works out of his own office where he con~
ducts a private practice. He acts as legal advisor to all town de~
partments, attends all meetings of the Town Board and advises
the Board on points of law. All resolutions passed by the Board
are written by him and it is his duty to see that the phraseology
is such that is can be interpreted only as the Board meant it to be.
The Attorney must defend the town in all legal actions brought
against it. He draws up all petitions regarding special districts
requested by taxpayers and writes the description of these dis.
tricts. He attends all meetings of the Zoning and Planning Board
to interpret the existing ordinances and the possibility of en~
forcement. When a new subdivision is granted, he assures the
town's protection by legal bonds and when roads are accepted,
he must have them dedicated and recorded.
Working behind the scenes without fanfare, a good town at~
torney has a powerful influence on town affairs and progress.
PEACE JUSTICES
Irondequoit has two Justices of the Peace. They are elected
four~year terms, one at each town election.
With the exception of traffic violations, those who are arrested
are taken at once to the home of the peace justice for arraignment.
A great majority are released on bail until the following court
session. Cases brought before justices include such things as
family troubles, robbery, assault, disorderly conduct, neighbor~
hood disagreements and public intoxication.
Court is held every Monday night and cases are heard at_
that time. Under the statewide universal ticket system, the justice
hasn't much choice in traffic cases, except in the size of the fines
imposed. These are usually based on the seriousness of the charge.
In all cases brought before him, the justice points out at the be~
ginning that the accused is entitled to legal counsel and trial
by jury if desired.
Justices are empowered by law to perform marriages.
for
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Town Clerk
The Town Clerk is appointed by the Town Council for a twoyear term. He must be a citizen of the United Sta tes, a qualified
voter and a resident taxpayer of the town wherein he serves. This
is a position of high importance since the clerk's office is the hub
around which the wheels of town government revolve.
The duties of the Town Clerk of Irondequoit have been so
greatly increased by the growth of the town that two deputies and
a secretary have been appointed to assist him. He has custody
of all records. books a nd papers of the town, not only his own
records but those of every department of the town government.
He files all certificates , oaths and other papers required by law,
issues marriage licenses, dog , hunting and fishing licenses, and
records conditional and chattel mortgages.
The Town Clerk attends all meetings of the Town Council
and acts as clerk of the board. He keeps complete minutes of each
meeting and records the vote of each member on all acts , ordinances and resolutions. He is responsible for th e rental of polling
places for elections and primaries, for delivery of supplies, the
payment of inspectors , return of books and supplies after election,
and securing the sworn affidavits of candidates as to their expenses.
Irondequoit Cemetery is under the jurisdiction of the Town
Clerk. He has charge of the sale of lots, the maintenance of the
cemetery, burials, vaults and all records .
The Town Clerk has charge of preparing all legal matters
pertaining to subdivisions. In the establishment of light, sewer
or water districts, he prepares petitions for the people who request
them. After petitions are returned , he advertises public hearings
for the Town Council.
All towns now operate under the budget system and another
duty of the Town Clerk relates to this area. The Town Council
is the budget-making body, but all officers and department heads
must file with the Town Clerk estimates of revenue and disbursements for their respective offices for the coming year. The clerk
then presents these estimates to the Town Council for its consideration and action This must all be done before October 5 of
each year. On order of the Council, the clerk then gives legal
notice of a public hearing of the preliminary budget, which is held
not later than the Thursday following election . The Town Clerk's
responsibility for the budget is then ended but the Town Council
must meet within five days after the hearing and adopt the budget,
either in its original form or as amended after the hearing.
The work of the office of Town Clerk is heavy and must be
manned by efficient and dedicated public servants. Our present
clerk, Mr. Fred Hussey, has served Irondequoit since 1934.

Town Assessor
The Assessor is appointed by the Town Board and has a
deputy, a stenographer and a clerk to assist him . His is also a
most important office in the town government.
The Assessor's office receives a photostatic copy of every
deed to property in Irondequoit that is recorded in the County
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Clerk's office. These deeds amount to more than 150 a month.
From them, the Assessor gets the new owner's name, the price
paid for the property, and the mortgage. This information is
then transferred to the field book so that it is kept up~to~date at
all times. All veterans' exemptions are also handled by the As~
sessor. Many veterans have bought homes in Irondequoit in
recent years and thus greatly increased the work of this office.
The keeping of maps comprises the major part of the Asses~
sor's work. All new subdivisions are located on maps, lots are
plotted to scale, house numbers are set up for each lot, and ac~
count numbers assigned to each piece of property. The account
number system is the best yet devised for property identification:
regardless of the names that appear on the tax roll or tax bill, all
payments. liens, etc are credited or charged to a specific account
number. Maps for special districts such as light, hydrant, water,
etc. are also made. Each building permit is copied from the build~
ing inspector's office but, as a special check, each new building or
addition is also measured before putting an assessed valuation on
the property.
The sum total of individual assessments must agree with the
total assessed valuation of the town. Veterans' exemption totals
and franchise assessments (telephone, railway. water, etc.) must
be computed. With over 18.000 accounts and a total assessed
valuation of $72,000,000, it is a big job to prepare the rolls and
to balance them in time for preparing the tax bills.
A little-known duty of the Assessor's office is the investigation
of domestic animals killed by dogs. Such animals are checked, a
fair price determined , forms made out and mailed to the County
Board of Supervisors. Finally. a check is sent to the owner of
the animals killed to compensate their loss, the money for these
claims being derived from dog license fees.
When any petitions, prepared by the Town Clerk and circu~
lated by the interested parties are returned, they are turned over
to the Assessor's office and he must check each name for its
validity. Names not valid are stricken from the list and the As~
sessor must certify that 51 percent of the people involved have
s 'gned in favor and that 51 percent of the assessed valuation of
the proposed district is represented on the favorable petition.
One other duty of the Assessor's office is to send the State
Board of Equalization and the County Board of Supervisors a
complete list of all changes of ownership in the town.

Police Department
Police work, prior to 1919 was conducted primarily by elected
constables throughout Irondequoit. No police officers, as we know
them today. were engaged by the Town Council until around
1920.
In the first part of the 1920's, th~· Town Council chose to
appoint police officers known as Specials. These special officers,
politically appointed. were required to purchase their own uniforms
and equipment, and were paid on the fee system. This system,
in brief. consisted of allocating a portion of the fines paid to the
Justice of the Peace by violators of the law and giving this
part of the fine to the special officer who made the arrest.
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The special officers were also sw orn in as Deputy Sheriffs by
the Monroe County Sheriff and were subject to his orders. All
special officers purchased and rode motorcycles as a means of
transportation.
With the hiring of special officers. who handled all of the
criminal work, the constables then were left with handling mostly
civil matters. and assipted the special officers only when necessary.
About 1922, Irondequoit had six special officers a nd the Town
Council established a Captain of Police to head the group. This
was the first titled officer to hold any rank in the police force s .
In 1927, following the establishment of a police headquarters in
the Cooper Road Fire House , a Chief of Police w a s established
and the rank of Captain discontinued.
To handle the burden of summer traffic along the beaches and
resort areas of Summerville and Sea Breeze. extra personnel w as
engaged for about a three m6nth period. These men also were
responsible to the Captain , and later to the Chief of Police. This
practice is still being followed today.
In 1924, the police force of special officers underwent a reorganization and became known a s the Irondequoit Police Department. with Headquarters located in the Fire House on Cooper
Road. This gave the police office a listed telephone number. Prior
to this time. it was necessary to call a Justice of the Peace or an
officer at his home to obtain his services.
The newly-reorganized police force w as pl a ced on a regular
annual salary paid by the Town Council. and the fee system went
out of effect. The new force consisted of four motorcycle officers.
regularly appointed , and the special officers for summer details .
All served at the pleasure of the political party in control of the
Town Council.
In the later part of the 1930's , police vehicles were equipped
with a radio receiver and were in contact with the Rochester
Police Transmitter. This system helped to some degree in reaching mobile vehicles on the road. It wasn't until 1950 that each
police vehicle was equipped with a radio receiver and transmitter
to allow two-way conversation.
.
The Town Council. in 1942. accepted the newly organized
Monroe County Civil Service for employees in Irondequoit. This
took the police department out of politics, to a \=jreat degree . and
all appointments and promotions were based on proficiency shown
in examinations conducted by the Civil Service Commission. Appointments to the department are made from a certified Civil
Service list furnished the Town Council. Thus position s are now
on a competitive basis, as are promotions.

~-

In 1946 the Town Council, adopted the policy of purchasing
the police uniforms , and the familiar forest green became the
accepted color for the Irondequoit Police Officers. The pattern
for the uniform was taken from the New York State Police Un iform .
With the growth in population from about I 0 .000 in the mid1920's to the present estimated 51 ,000 people in Irondequoit. the
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numbers of police officers also grew. The early twenties found
some four to six special officers engaged in police work. where
today a specially trained force of 31 men constitute our organiza ~
tion, all having been appointed following a qualification by Civil
Service ratings and training in police procedure.
Today's force also has added supervision with the appoint~
ment in 1947, of a police sergeant, followed in succession with
four more sergeants, and in 1954 a police Lieutenant to complete
the chain of command from the Chief of Police to the patrolmen.
This system has given direct supervision and responsibility to
titled officers and men around th e clock, throughout the year.
Permanent records and files have been maintained since the
early thirties along with accident maps, bicycle registrations and
other methods necessary to conduct efficient police organization.
With the growth of the community and the ever~increasing
vehicle registration , traffic on our highways has become a mounting
problem. Recognizing this problem, the police department , prior
to World War II, established a traffic group to study the Three
Es~Engineering, Enforcement, and Education, as they pertain
to traffic control. With the cooperation of various Town Depart~
ments, interested civic groups and school a uthori ties, a constant
study is mode to keep abreast of these problems varying .Jrom
street lighting, highway engineering. and sidewalks to pedestrian
crossings. The familiar yellow paint designating pedestraian cross~
ings originated in Irondequoit through the insistence of the traffic
group.
The rapid growth in school population to its present 13,000
enrolled students in the 27 public and parochial schools through~
out Irondequoit brought about the necessity of engaging school~
crossing guards. These adult guards , hired and supervised by the
police department are ever alert a nd dedicated to the safe cross~
ings of the children around these many schools. Some eighteen
men and women are presently engaged in this important duty.
Today's trained and equipped police officers . ap pointed from
a Civil Service list, furnished with up~to~date vehicular equipment
and radio communications. stand guard over the community twenty
four hours a day, seven days a week~always ready to do their
best to preserve the peace, arrest the guilty, and protect the life,
limb and property of its residents. These men, all citizens and
residents of the Town of Irondequoit, know the Town, know its
people and are well~qualified to serve its people.

New Public \Vorks Department
In 1953 . the Town Board of Irondequoit, seeing the need for
coordination of various public works on a modern efficient basis.
established a Department of Publi<: Works. headed by civil en~
gineer, Joseph Bevacqua , as Commissioner. This became effective
on January 1, 1954 and the new department included the sewer,
water and highway departments. Previous to this time, each of
these departments had operated separately.
The Department of Public Works. with modern equipment
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valued in excess of a quarter of a million dollars, has eliminated
many man-hours of hand labor and thus effected efficient and
economical operations.
Through the office of the Department of Public Works, the
town has modernized subdivision specifications and other related
matters to a point where the average pavement in new subdivisions
is expected to last twelve to fifteen years, compared to the three~
to~five-year life expectancy of those built under old requirements.
Scientifi c water s urveys are being conducted in the Town
Water Districts to determine present and future needs. Steps
have been taken to abate shortages in certain sections. However ,
before expending large amounts for improvements in these districts, the possibility of future ties and connections are thoroughly
studied and made part of proposed subdivisions .
Calls from residents of the town, requesting maintenance work
of one kind or another, are received, recorded , investigated and
acted upon .
As many trips as are necessary are made to remove snow from
highways during storms and salt and abrasives are applied to all
thoroughfares to reduce skidding. This is also done on side streets
when excessive icing warrants the expenditure.
A road~sweeping program with modern equipment has also
been initiated. Construction of street drains is required before
final paving operations are undertaken. This is for the purpose
of protecting the final pavements from frost action and periodic
destruction.
Each year, a certain mileage of old, obsolete roads is scheduled
to be rebuilt and others to be re-surfaced. Approximately seven
miles of town roads were recently surfaced for the first time, with
three inches of black-top.
Trees along the street that are considered hazardous to traffic
or pedestrians, are felled and other trees trimmed during the
winter months. The town sprays elm trees along the streets in
accordance with the latest methods and recommended chemicals.
A cost-accounting system has been established in the Sewer,
Water and Highway Departments, under which cost records are
maintained of labor, materials, equipment and all operations of the
respective departments.
Maintenance of equipment is handled by the Public Works
Department crew during slow periods and on rainy days, at a con~
siderable saving in outside labor costs.
A merit system for the personnel of these departments has
been instituted. Each month , a written report is received from the
foremen of the departments covering the attitude of each man
toward the job, the quality of his work, the quantity of output,
and his dependability, capacity, alertness, judgment, attendance,
punctuality, cooperativeness, tact and self-control. This record is
charted on an annual master chart and, from it, eligibility for
advancement of any one employee can be quickly and fairly
evaluated.
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Gasoline, tires and other materials are purchased at State
prices, resulting in considerable economy for the town. This is
accomplished by furnishing the New York State Division of
Standards and Purchases an estimate of period-needs for Irondequoit. They, in turn, pool these requirements and obtain prices.
Some savings are as much as 50% of retail costs.
Consolidation of these departments has resulted in savings
in operation, mainly through efficient and effective handling of
manpower and equipment. For example, employees from the
Sewer Department can now be shifted to the Highway Department for emergency work, or Highway Department personnel
may be shifted to the Water or Sewer Departments in emergencies, or when needed. Using all equipment for all operations
eliminates duplication and reduces the cost per unit of work.

Building and Planning Department
At a meeting of the Town Board on November 16, 1922. an
ordinance covering some phases of building and zoning in Irondequoit was adopted and its enforcement assigned to the Town
Board and Town Clerk. The following year, a ZoninH Commission was appointed to advise the Town Board and, although this
group held no public hearings and rendered no decisions , it did
meet with the Town Board, on invitation, in a consulting capacity.
On May 22 , 1928, the Town Board authorized the English
firm of Hevenor and Weller to draw up a new and separate
Zoning Ordinance and Building Code and prepare a map of the
Town. After several public hearings, the Town Board, on May 24 .
1929, adopted a workable Zoning Ordinance and , on July 22nd
of that year. created a Zoning Board of Appeals. This Board
held hearings and granted exceptions to the Zoning Ordinance.
On January 5, 1932, a Building Inspector was appointed and
qiven the additional duty of acting as Secretary to the Zoning
Board of Appeals. The latter group also served as the Town
Planning Board. In April of 1933, a regular Building Code was
adopted and remained in force until the Town Board adopted
the State Building Construction Code on the 3rd of January,
1956. The Zoning Ordinance was revised and re-adopted on
October 5. 1945 and again in November 1954.
Today, the Building Department consists of three men and
a stenographer and is charged with enforcement of the Building
Construction Code which provides regulations for all new construction and alterations. They examine all plans and, if approved,
issue a building permit. Inspections are made systematically
throughout the different stages of construction to assure the people
moving in of a soundly built house.
The Building Inspector also serves as Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals. This Board works in unison
with the Building Department to plan, discuss and improve growth
and development of the Town in a manner beneficial to its
residents. The Building Department is constantly on the alert
for violations of the Town Zoning Ordinance and pursues complaints of violation of same.
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The Multiple Residence Law as it pertains to old buildings
and dwellings is also enforced by the Building Inspector as to required fire area and safe egress from the building.
In addition to the above duties, the Building Department is
also charged with enforcement of the New York State Labor Law
as it pertains to places of public assembly. the safety of employees ,
inspections following fires , and special inspection assignments.
Finally, the Superintendent of Buildings must be constantly on
the a ler t for new methods and materials used or to be used in the
construction field.

Water Supply
The early settlers were dependent upon the streams for their
wa ter s upply. Later, wells were dug and, at first, lined with stone;
since this proved unsa nitary, tile. w hen available, was used .
Windmills were erected to pump water into storage tanks and
most houses had a cistern in the cellar for this storage of rainwa ter. From there, it was pumped into the kitchen by wooden
pumps a ttached to the end of the sink; later, these wooden pumps
w ere replaced by iron ones. This rain water was used for washing dishes, the family wash, and for general bathing. The famil y
wash tub was the bath tub: before 1900. a very few hou ses could
boast of plumbing.
In 1902 . a pumping station was built at the Lake and in 1910,
a petition was presented to the Town Board of Irondequoit. by
the people of Summerville. for a water district.
In the winter of 1911-12, the Lake Ontario Water Company
made applica tion to the Town Board for the right to lay an 8inch main all the way from Cobbs Hill . where they had purchased
several acres of land just northeast of the C ity Reservoir. The
line was to run down Culver to th e Ridge , a long the Ridge to
Hudson A venue. dow n Hudson to Titus Avenue . across Titus to
Cooper Road , thence to St. Paul Boulevard and on to Summerville.
With this supply. the people of Summerville were to be assured
of a sufficient water Supply. but it was not obtained without a
struggle. The Town Board was divided on the question of granting
a permit: finally , however, all members of the Board did sign and
the work was accomplished. La ter, water mains were laid to Sea
Breeze, Point Pleasant . Laurelton, Titus Avenue , Winona Boulevard. Cole Road and other sections.
In 1927-28, a 20-inch main was la id from the pumping station
west of Charlotte, across the river, forty feet below water level.
For crossing the river there . a dista nce of 500 feet, the main
had flexible joints. On the east side of the river , the conduit was
laid up Thom as Avenue to St. Paul Boulevard , up Cooper Road
to Titus A venue , east on Titus to Doris Road , then south along
Doris and Walzer Roads to the Ridge, across Ridge to Perrin
Road , south on Perrin to Heberton Road. then east to Culver ,
south to Norton Street , east to Pardee Road , south to Empire
Boulevard , and finally along Empire to Shelford Road and the city
line. This main was planned to serve 40 ,000 people. It has a
pressure of 190 pounds at Stutson Street and 85 pounds at the
south end of Shelford Road. Water is forced into it by the pump133

ing station at the Lake for its entire length. Should the pump need
repair at any time, there would be no water in the main during
the time of repair; however, the storage tanks at Cobbs Hill would
still supply some water by gravity.
Today, Irondequoit's w a ter is supplied by the New York
Water Service Corporation, which uses Lake Ontario as a source
and pumps water from the Charlotte station to reserve storage
tanks at Cobbs Hill. distributing to the town enroute.

Health Committee
Through the years, Irondequoit has been developing a Health
Service for the community commensurate with its population in~
creases.
The first work in this field was in connection with special
help for families in distress. This was during World War I years,
when Dr. Willis Bradstreet beca me Heal th Officer in 19 18. Later
the work of the Irondequoit R elief Committee was taken over by
the Irondequoit Welfare Department.
In the meantime, need arose for pre~natal consultation. A
Pre~Natal Clinic was organized and began functioning May 20,
1929. Clinics were held monthly at the Town Office on Ridge
Road and were free of charge. A Motor Corps was established
to assist in bringing patients to the Clinic and manned by
volunteers until June 1936, when a part~time driver was secured.
Later, it was necessary to hire a full ~ time driver . The Town
Board gave financial support to this Clinic in 1930.
As time went on, more doctors began to give pre~ and post~
natal care to their patients. With the work of the Pre~ Natal
Clinic thus diminished , the name of the group was changed to
the Irondequoit Health Committee in 1942, and pre~natal care by
the separate clinic was finally abandoned in 1944.
A Loan Closet, established in 1926, increased its service in
February of 1935. In two years, this service had grown to con~
siderable proportions. Previously located in the home of Dr. and
Mrs. Willis Bradstreet, as it expanded it was moved to the Town
Offices on Ridge Road and , as these quarters were outgrown, a
room was rented in the home of Mrs. Backus, on the Ridge
between Hudson and Seneca Avenues. Mrs. Backus rendered
a worthwhile service for several years by taking care of the
distribution of articles and managing the laundry necessary to
keep the linens in sanitary condition. When the new Town Hall
was completed in 1951. the Health Office was installed in its
permanent quarters and the Loan Closet was moved there.
Still larger quarters are now allocated for the ever~increasing
supply of hospital beds , wheel chairs , crutches, walkers , and other
medical equipment and supplies which are still available on a
loan basis to residents of the town.
In 1947. aid was granted the Health Office by the Community
Chest. Irondequoit's annual allotment depends on the amount
raised by the town for the Chest.
Also in 1947, a blood donor's unit was started and, on Feb~
ruary 9, 1948, this unit was consolidated with the Irondequoit
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Branch of th~ Rochester Chapter of the American Red Cross.
For many years, Dr. Bradstreet provided quarters in his home
for personnel and records of the Health Department , offering
telephone, heat, rent a nd light free of charge. When the new
Town Hall was completed, the Health Office was set up there.
In order to secure furniture for the new offices, a card party was
held and th is has b een an annual fea ture ever since. Money
raised through this undertaking is used for miscellaneous expenses,
and also to send a delegate each year to the annual state con~
vention on Health Services.
In March 1946, the Health Committee gave a testimonial
dinner to honor Dr. Alexander W a lker who retired after 35
years' service to Irondequoit. In April 1948, Dr. Bradstreet com~
pleted thirty years as Health Officer and a celebration was held
at the Colonial Inn on Empire Boulevard . Dr. Bradstreet was
featured as "Citizen of the Day" on radio station WHEC and this
was re~broadcast by record to guests of the party.
In 1950, a nurse was added to the staff of the Department,
Miss Glenna Smith, and on January 29. 1953, Laura Reynolds
was honored on her 25th anniversary as Town Nurse.
In addition to operating the Loan Closet, members of the
Health Committee also send out cheer baskets to the needy at
Christmas through the nurses , sponsor sewing meetings to keep
articles in repair, and give many hours to clinical work, such as
pre~school examinations. fluoride treatment for school ch ildren,
polio innoculations, blood bank. etc.

Civil Defense Program
1941~45

Following the declaration of war in December 1941, a need
for the protection of persons and property arose and both federal
and state law provided that communities should ·organize to meet
such need . The nineteen towns of Monroe County were divided
into zones and Irondequoit was a zone by itself. The Town Super~
visor was named Director of Civil Defense for Irondequoit.
The purpose of Civil Defense was the protection of the com~
munity from enemy attack and provision for the welfare of citizens
from other communities who might. be forced to evacuate their
areas for. another location.
All of the established departments of local government were
expanded by volunteers to better serve any need. The various
fire districts recruited auxiliary men, as did the Police, Highway,
Health and Welfare Departments. In addition an Air Raid
Warden Group was or<ganized.
In general, the town was dividetl into sections according to
fire district boundaries, with the exception of St. Paul Boulevard
District which had two divisions, one south of Pinegrove and
Seneca Park Avenues, and the other north of the same streets.
Protection of the residents of Irondequoit was undertaken by the
Fire Departments, Police, Air Raid Wardens, Rescue Squads,
Medical Teams, Public Works and Public Utilities Squads.
135

Since it was an ticipated that some metropolitan area s might
be bombed in total warfare, it was necessary to have a survey of
all available space for the housing and feeding of people transported to this area. This called for the establishment of Housing
and Canteen Groups under the Welfare Department.
In order to properly train all personnel. classes in First Aid
and Fire Defense were set up in all areas of the town. Surveys
were made to determine what residents would require special
attention, such as invalids and elderly people. A system of communications was established that included the Boy Scouts as
messengers and "ham" radio operators to function in the event
of failure of the telephones.
This organization required the services of hundreds of volunteers and the residents of Irondequoit responded to their responsibilities ih a grand manner. Days and nights were spent in
training classes and in response to drills.
1954-57
Following a dormant period in the history of Civil Defense
as it applied to our town, a renewed interest took place in 1954.
Perhaps the disturbing news of world events was responsible for
this . In any case, the feeling of need for protection of the town's
citizens became predominant in the mind of the Town Supervisor, Walter Lauterbach, and the Town Council. It was felt
that a strong Civil Defense organization would be invaluable not
only in case of warfa re, but also for any catastrophes . natural or
otherwise, which might strike this town.
Mr. Gordon Perry was appointed to the position of administrator under the direction of Supervisor Lauterbach. Because of
the pressure of other town duties, Mr. Perry was later relieved.
Many other appointments and changes were made as personnel
moved up in the ranks of available positions until a period of
leveling off came in about 1955 by the appointment of Mr. George
Anderson as administrator for Zone 5. This zone is much the
same as in former years , boundary-wise, except that a portion of
the eastern section of Rochester was included.

Mr. Anderson took advantage of all available existing protective organizations such as fire departments , police, medical
teams, public works, public utilities , air raid wardens , rescue
squads. etc.; and, with the cooperation of these organizations,
there were many volunteer workers from the town's citizenry.
Many new services were added, including a much improved
system of communications which can be operated in cases of
telephone or power failure . The usual house-to-house census
has been made and recorded, notation being made for the benefit
of those who might need special attention. Shelters and first aid
stations have been established and arrangements for evacuation
worked out. A s ubstantial administration was also formed as
follows:
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CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION

Name
Position
Walter Lauterbach
Town Supervisor
George Anderson
Administrator
Carl Hoffman
Administrative Assistant
John L. Rex, Sr.
Administrative Assistant
Leonard Pawley
Operations Chief (Public Information)
John L. Rex, Jr.
Operations Chief (Personnel)
Henry Drury
Operations Chief (Protective Service)
Maurice Brodsky
Operations Chief (Aids Service)
Larry McConnell
Operations Chief (Civil Service)
The coordination of the above administration is commendable
and has included numerous projects, such as obtaining the use of
Sea Breeze Park for a Civil Defense Rally, at which valuable
equipment was made available for public showing and top echelon
personnel from Monroe County Civil Defense Headquarters
participated.
In the fall of 1956, a forty-page book was printed, titled
" Irondequoit Civil Defense Guide," which was financed by approximately $1.200 worth of advertising. In this book can be
found Civil Defense news, instructions for emergency. names of
administrative personnel, and related information. It had a
circulation of 10,000 and was so well-received that it gainednational recognition.
Irondequoit Civil Defense is a part of and works in harmony
with the federaL state and county civil defense organizations;
it participates in all trial alerts and activities ordered by same.
Through the generosity of the town fathers, headquarters are
maintained in the Town Hall where a room has been made available along with operat'onal equipment, including a short-wave
radio and transmitter.

The Red Cross
On Nov. 16, 1917, the Irondequoit Branch of the Red Cross
was organized and authority was granted a temporary committee
the jurisdiction of the Town of Irondequoit.
At a general meeting. called for the election of officers, the
following were chosen:
Chairman~ Mrs. George Hunt
Vice Chairman~ Mr. William Titus
Treasurer~Mr. William Hallauer
Secretary-Mrs. W. W. Bradstreet
In December 1917, -Mr. Stephen A. Warren was appointed
Chairman of the Relief Committee. AU officers continued to function until the beginning of World War II in 1941.
The Town was divided into sections and leaders appointed
for each section. Much sewing and knitting was done, and members made and packed 24 trench kits for service men. These kits
contained <l flannel shirt, a towel an_d washcloth , toothbrush and
paste, buttons, pins, needles and thread, paper and envelopes,
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gum , chocolate, pencil, comb, checkerboard, two post cards, and
a tiny American Flag. The cost of each kit was $1.60 and was
paid for by individuals.
One of the outstanding achievements of this branch was its
pioneer work in health nursing. After the experience of the
influenza epidemic in 1918, it was deemed wise to prepare for
other emergencies and a Town nurse was employed. Miss Bessie
Masseth was chosen and a plan was formulated whereby the
health work in the town collaborated with the work for better
health in the schools. Miss Masseth' s untiring, unselfish efforts
convinced the town authorities that a school nurse was a necessity and she served from 1919 to 1931 , when her untimely death
was mourned by all who knew her.
In 1926, with the aid of the health nurse, a loan closet was
established and is still in existence today. (See section on Irondequoit Health Committee.)
In accordance with Red Cross tradition, the Irondequoit
Branch of this organization has frequently sent financial and
material aid to disaster and emergency areas in many parts of both
the United States and the world. For example:

In 1927, it met its quota of $750 for the Mississippi Flood
sufferers. This was made possible by gifts from the churches
and other town organizations. In 1928, we helped to aid the
Florida and Puerto Rican hurricane victims by forwarding a
larg e box of clothing and a check for $175. In the spring of
1931 , when the drought in the western states caused thousands
to be dependent on the Red Cross , Irondequoit sent $242.50 to
aid them. Also in 1931, assistance was given the school nurse
in procuring cod liver oil and having dental work and tonsil~
lectomies taken care of. The year 1932 brought the great de~
pression and the Irondequoit Branch of the Red Cross helped
generously, especially in the Italian settlement. In 1938, funds
were raised for the Chinese sufferers and considerable help
sent the stricken people of New England in the hurricane
disaster of that year.
In November 1940, a new slate of officers was elected at a
general meeting called for the purpose. From 1917, the Branch
had been directed by faithful and untiring officers. Special ap~
predation was expressed for the long service of Mrs. George Hunt
as Chairman. The new officers were as follows:
Mrs. W. W. Bradstreet-Chairman
Mrs. Philip Goodwin- Vice Chairman
Mrs. F. 0. Whitmore-Secretary
Mrs. Daniel DeLelys-Treasurer
Again the town was divided into districts with a chairman in
each and the workers enrolled numbered 1536.
In 1941, the .Branch gave $1 00 for additional equipment for
the Loan Closet. First aid and water safety groups were organ~
ized.
After .. Pearl Harbor," the work and responsibilities of the
_Branch were expanded rapidly. Many executive and staff meet~
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ings were held and the corps of volunteers grew daily : 1790 answered the roll call. Mr. H. C. Townsend, Vice President of
the Rochester Chapter, wrote that the response of the Irondequoit
Branch " made it possible for Monroe County to over-subscribe its
quota." During this time , many workers attended classes in Rochester to perfect their skills in special services.
At the annual meeting in January 1945, the several chairmen
of committees gave very heartening repor'ts on work accomplished.
One very fine piece of work was the establishment of Junior
Red Cross groups in each of the schools in town. Mrs. La ura
Reynolds, Public Health Nurse. reported that the Irondequoit
Branch led all county towns in the number of women taking the
home nursing courses.
The School War Fund for 1943 and 1944 amounted to
$3112.88 and the Junior Red Cross made a gift of over 5000
articles.
The Bloodmobile Unit was organized in 1948. Irondequoit
residents 'have given 8,263 pints of blood during the 56 visits of
the Bloodmobile to various sections of the town since that date.
A full complement of Service Cha irmen stand ready to bring
the various Red Cross services into Irondequoit. These services
include service to the Armed Forces and Veterans, Disaster Relief. Blood Units , Food and Nutrition, and First Aid and Water
Safety Classes. Publicity and volunteer service opportunities are
also handled by members of the Irondequoit Red Cross organization.

Irondequoit Library
From the historical point of view, the Irondequoit Library
is an infant, but as an infant grows rapidly into childhood, so
the Library has grown from 535 borrowers in the summer of 1947
to over 5,000 in 1956. Its collection has grown from 4500 to over
20,000 volumes and its circulation from 3000 that first summer
to over 100,000 in 1956.
Before television became almost standard equipment in our
homes, parents in Irondequoit were concerned about the lack
of readily available reading material for their children and for
themselves. Of course, you could dress everyone and hurry them
to a bus or into the family car for a trip to the Rochester Public
Library, which many did on Saturdays. But how much easier
it would be if the children could be left at a library where they
could listen to stories being told and be helped in choosing books
to take· home, while their parents did the weekly shopping. Perhaps the young people would read more, if books and reference
materials were near at hand and could be used evenings and
Saturdays.
Some of you will remember the old High School building at
the corner of Cooper Road ancl Titus Ave. and the two so-called
portable wooden buildings attached to the rear of it. One of
these housed the School Library.
In the summer of 1947, the School Board of the old D istrict
No. 3 agreed to permit a group Qf citizens to keep that Library
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Irondequoit Summer Li b rory

open during the summer vacation.
Books for children were borrowed from Seneca, Dake and
Rogers Schools and another collection was borrowed from the
Traveling Library in Albany. Many interested people in the
community gave books so that all who wished it might have reading material.
The Library was so busy that an area was fenced off and
play pens set up to take care of babies and toddlers. High School
girls volunteered their services to look after them.
In the meantime, an association had been formed and a
search for a location for a permanent library started. The Lincoln Rochester Trust Company came to the rescue and offered
its basement on Titus Ave. In addition, the Bank built shelves
and supplied heat and light.
People who lived in the Sea Breeze area decided that they
would like a library nearby and space was offered them in the
Water Commission Office. Later, the Laurelton Presbyterian
Church on Empire Blvd. told the Library Trustees that a room in
their building could be used for a library in that section of the
Town.
During this time, about two hundred volunteer workers were
busy collecting books and preparing them for the shelves. They
established an organization to run the Libraries and helped to tell
the community about the plans. There were talks on the radio and
many newspaper articles were written.
The Cub Scouts offered their services in collecting books and
one group presented the Library with some books purchased with
money earned from the sale of papers. Young people from the
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High School made many good suggestions. They helped set up
a teen~age shelf and worked in various branches Saturdays and
during vacations.
Under the Adult Education System, courses in Library
Science were given for the volunteers and taught by members
of the Library School of Geneseo State Teachers College. The
University of Rochester established courses for librarians. Two
of the volunteers were certified as librarians by the Library Di~
vision of the University of New York State.
By January of 1948 , a provisional charter had been granted
by the Board of Regents of the State. In a relatively short time ,
all the branches were registered , indicating that they met stand~
ards set up by the State Library in Albany.
All this was financed, first, by interested people in the com~
munity and later, three of the school districts included the Library
in their annual appropriations. Then, in 1955, the Town included
the library in its budget.
Even with the popularity of radio and televi s ion~or perhaps
because of it~more and more people were finding their way to
the Library and more and more books were being read. Sum~
mer Book Clubs were started and many of the ch ildren read
twenty to thirty books during the vacation. If you stop in the
Library on Cooper Road any Saturday afternoon . you will find
many young people using the reference materials and other services offered there.
With the establishment of the Monroe County Library in
1952, books in all the libraries in the County became available
to all county residents. Thus, a book from the Rundel Library or
one from Scottsville, for example. may be obtained through the
Irondequoit Library.
All of this has been made possible because a devoted and
dedicated group of people have given of their time and money
over a period of nearly ten years. It is hoped that in the future,
the town may have a library building of which it can be justly
proud and that a staff of paid librarians will take over and carry
on this splendid work.

Recreation Program
In 1947, a group of interested citizens formed committees and
decided that something should be done to provide recreational
activities on a year-round basis for the children of the Town of
Irondequoit.
The first governing body was called the Irondequoit Recreation Committee and was composed of five delegates. one from
each of the five school districts. Mr. George MeA voy of District
2 was the first Chairman. The other members of the committee
were Mr. G. Theodore Gunkier. District 4; Mr. Theron Bastian,
District 3; Mr. Randolph E. Haller, District 5 and Mr. Elmer
Jones, District 1. The Town of Irondequoit , the School Districts
and the New York State Youth Commission entered into an
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agreement whereby the schools would provide facilities and per~
sonnel and the Youth Commission would pay part of the expense
of the program.
Mr. Albert Negretti, a former "Royal" basketball player, was
engaged as the first Director of Recreation and conducted the
program during its first years. The program was well accepted
and in 1948 when Mr. Negretti decided to return to Brockport
State Teachers College to further his education, Mr. Gordon H.
Perry, a former Irondequoit Police Officer and leader in Youth
and Scouting circles, was appointed by the committee to direct
the program.
Mr. Perry was director under this system up to January 1st,
1955, when the Town Government assumed full responsibility for
the program and appointed a Commission known as the Recrea~
tion Commission of the Town of Irondequoit. Mr. Perry was
then appointed Superintendent of Recreation by the new Com~
mission.
The Commission, composed of five members, each appointed
by the Town Board, are Mr. George B. McAvoy, Chairman; Mr.
G . Theodore Gunkier, Mr. Randolph E. Haller, Mr. James A.
Noble and Mr. Donald Hayden.
The Recreation Department of the town has offices in the
Irondequoit Town Hall and conducts all kinds of recreational
activities, among which are the summer playgrounds at Laurelton,
Pardee, Ridgewood, Lincoln and Durand schools on the east side
of town and Rogers, Parkside, Dake, Iroquois and Seneca schools
on the west side. A new playground is planned at Pinegrove
School and will probably open in 1957.
Dances, movies, clubs; sports such as skiing, sailing, archery,
and bowling; and such other activities as field trips, sewing, arts
& crafts and roller skating are included among the many recrea~
tional pursuits available to the young people of Irondequoit today.
Some of the carry~over skills to be enjoyed in adult life are
sponsored and taught by the department and a Monroe County
Table Tennis Tournament is sponsored each year.
The Commission has authorized and purchased many units
of equipment for the enjoyment of our townspeople and are
planning such facilities as a Youth Center, an artificial ice~
skating rink, a swimming pool and recreation areas for baseball,
softball, picnics and activities of all kinds.
The program has grown each year and now has a Recreation
Supervisor, Mr. Richard C . Davies, who has been working with
Mr. Perry since November of 1955. He is a graduate in recrea~
tion from Cortland State Teachers College and a former director
of recreation in the Elementary School System at Brockway,
Pennsylvania. He helps to plan 'and carry out the many activities.
In addition, the department employs approximately fifty part~time
workers during the summer season of 8 weeks and others to help
with various seasonal programs. The department trains its per~
sonnel and conducts training courses in recreation for other unit
volunteers, who are interested, each spring.
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The 1956 Summer Playground Program wa s the largest in the
Recreation Commission's history. The registration for that year
of 3,599 for the playgrounds and I ,331 for the swimming program
was divided among the following activities : 302 in s kiing , 154 in
<>ailing, 295 in archery. 2,050 in roller skating, 1.778 in bus field
trips, and 536 in sewing. Bowling Leagues for Jr. A.B.C. were
also well-filled. The total summer attendance was 75.531 plus
2.965 for swimming.
With plans for future facilities being made by the Commission, Irondequoit offers its townspeople one of the finest and most
diversified recreational programs in the country.

Town Organizations
The following are listed chronologically according to date of
organization or charter, within the indicated groups.
Organized
or Chartered
Irondequoit Grange , No. 849
1898
Melba Rebekah Lodge, I.O.O.F., No. 332
1905
Irondequoit Chapter. Order of the
Eastern Star. No. 572
July 19, 1915
Fame Lodge, F. & A. M .. No. 945
Nov. 21. 1916
Wakan Lodge, F & A . M ., No . 1054
1917
Irondequoit Branch, Rochester Chapter .
American Red Cross
Nov . 16, 191 7
Irondequoit I.O.O.F. No. 40
1922
Irondequoit Unit of the Rochester Home Bureau
1923
Woodman Rebekah Lodge. I.O.O.F. , No. 642 Mar. 24 . 1925
Irondequoit Post, No. 134, American Legion
1928
Culver Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star. No. 816
1928
Warner Claudius Post, No. 1013.
American Legion
Mar. 18, 1929
Culver Post, No. 2691 , of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
July 22 . 1932
Durand Eastman Unit of the Home Bureau
Sept. , 1938
Spur Club (disbanded 1954)
1940
Night Stick Club
Dec ., 194fi
Laurelton Unit of the Home Bureau
Sept., 194 7
Irondequoit Lions Club
June 5. 1950
Lions International
1950
Summerville Drum and Bugle Corps ("The Sharemen") 1950
Irondequoit Council. Chamber of Commerce
Nov. 26. 1956
Fire Departments : (all are volunteer)
Sea Breeze
Point Pleasant
Ridge-Culver
St. Paul Boulevard
Laurelton
St. Paul Exempts (Social Group)

1908
1915
1921

1924
1927
1934

Nursery Schools:
Laurelton Cooperative-Laurelton Presbyterian Church 1949
Pinegrove-165 Pinegrove Avenue
1952
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Boulevard......-Temple Emanu~El
1954
Temple Beth David......- Temple Beth David
1955
Community Cooperative......- United Congregational Church

1955
Ladies' Auxiliaries:
Point Pleasant
Sea Breeze
Ridge~Culver

Laurelton
St. Paul Womens Club
Garden Clubs:
Lake Shore
Woodland
Durand Eastman
Old Orchard
Laurel
Seneca Trail
Irondequoit Garden Study Club
Maywood
Down~ to~ Earth
Iroquois
Arbor
Oakcrest
Political Organizations:
Irondequoit Democratic Men's Club
East Side Republican Club
(former!)' Northeast Club)
Roosevelt Women's Democratic Club
Republican W omens Club
West Side Republican Club (Fourth District Boosters)

144

1915
1918
1948
1948
1950
1935
1937
1941
1941
1947
1949
1950
1951
1953
1954
1956
1956
1928
1928
1932
1933
1935

Supervisors and Town Clerks 1839~1957
SUPERVISORS
1839
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
184 7
1848
I 849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
l 868
181)9
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
J 883
1R84
1885
I 886
1887
1888
1889

TOWN CLERKS

William Shepherd
William Shepherd
William Blossom
William Shepherd
Jonah Brown
Jonah Brown
John McGonegal
John McGonegal
James Mandeville
James Swayne
James Swayne
Benjamin Wing
Samuel W. Bradstreet
Samuel W. Bradstreet
John Smyles
James Sherry
James Sherry
James Swayne
James Swayne
John Smyles
John Smyles
George McGonegal
George McGonegal
Jedediah White
James Sherry
Albert C. Hobbie
Albert C. Hobbie
Albert C. Hobbie
R ichard D. Cole
Richard D. Cole
Richard D. Cole
Richard D. Cole
Samuel Dubelbeiss
Samuel Dubelbeiss
Henry Walzer
Henry Walzer
Henry Walzer
Henry Walzer
Ale xa nder H. Wilson
Winfield R. Wood
Winfield R. Wood
John Evershed
John Evershed
Tohn Evershed
Richard Hill
Richard Hill
\Villiam H. Sours
William H. Sours
William H. Sours
William H. Sours
William H. Sours

Alexander A. Hooker
Ransford Perrin
Ransford Perrin
James Swayne
James Swayne
James Swayne
Ransford Perrin
James Swayne
James Swayne
Benjamin Wing
Benjamin C . Brown
Caleb K. Hobbie
James Swayne
James Swayne
Albert C. Hobbie
Ransford Perrin
Daniel G. Brown
Daniel G. Brown
Henry Butts
Henry Butts
Ransford Perrin
Ransford Perrin
James Swayne
James Swayne
James Swayne
John D. Whipple
Tohn Evershed
John Evershed
Tohn Ever~hed
John Evershed
John Evershed
John Evershed
John Evershed
Tohn Evershed
John Evershed
Tohn Evershed
Tohn Evershed
Tohn Evershed
W. A. Lyon
W. A. Lyon
Tohn Evershed
Emil Neuhart
Emil Neuhart
Emil Neuhart
Fmil Neuhart
Broil Neuhart
Tohn Evershed
Tohn Evershed
Tohn Evershed
Seraphine Costich
Seraphine Costich
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1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
] 906
1907
1908
1909
191 0
191 1
1912
1 913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
191 9
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
J 931
1932
1933
~ 934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942

William H. Sours
William H. Sours
John D. Whipple
John D. Whipple
John D . Whipple
John D. Whipple
John D . Whipple
John D. Whipple
Rudolph Dubelbeiss
Rudolph Dubelbeiss
Rudolph Dubelbeiss,
Died 9-11-1900
Joseph Aman
App. 9-24-1900
Joseph Aman
Joseph A man
Joseph A man
Joseph A man
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W . Porter
Chauncey W . Porter
Chauncey VI/. Porter
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Louis Dubelbeiss
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W. Porter
Chauncey W. Porter
William S. Titus
William S . Titus
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick

Orlo Walzer
H. V. Hobbie
Ezra Stanton
Ezra Stanton
Ezra Stanton
Ezra Stanton
Ezra Stanton
Rudolph Dubelbeiss
John T . Metcalfe
John T. Metcalfe
John T. Metcalfe
John T. Metcalfe
John T. Metcalfe
John T. Metcalfe
Albert E. Seitz
Albert E. Seitz
Albert E. Seitz
Albert E. Seitz
Albert E. Seitz
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
Theodore Grant
William Titus
William Titus
William Titus
William Titus
\Villiam Titus
William Titus
Herbert C. Rayton
Herb ert C. Rayton
Earl A. Partridge
Earl A. Partridge
Earl A. Partridge
Earl A. Partridge
Earl A. Partridge
Earl A. Partridge
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
Fred Hussey
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1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957

Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Thomas E. Broderick
Died Oct. 1-Mr. Hussey
served Oct. to Jan.
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
Walter G. Lauterbach
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Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred

Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey

Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred
Fred

Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey
Hussey

POSTSCRIPT
Fifty~one

Ways of Spelling Irondequoit

Adiarundaquat
Andiataroataount
Canaiterundequat
Entauntuquet
Ganientaraguat
Ganniagatarontagouat
Ganniatareontoquoat
Garundegut
Garundegutt
Gerundegut
lrondegatt
lrondekatt
lrondequay
Irondequoit
lrondequot
Jarondekat
Jarondigat

Jarrondigat
J erondequate
Jerondequet
Jerondokat
Kaniatareontoguoat
Kania tarontagoua t
N eodaondaqua t
N eodaondoquat
Niederundagut
Niederungut
Onguidaondaquoat
Oniadarondaquat
Onyiudaondagwat
Orondokott
Orondoquat
Rondgus
Rundegut

Rundicutt
Rundigut
Terondoquat
Thenenondequat
Thereondequat
Therondequat
Therondequot
Tierondequat
Tierondquit
T ieron tequa t
Tierundequat
Tiorondequat
Tisorondequat
Tjerondaquat
T jerondequet
Trondequat
Tyro~dequot

Gerundegut or Irondequoit, is undoubtedly a corruption of
the Seneca name as given by Denonville~Ganiagatarontagouat.
The correct Seneca spelling of the name is O~nyiu~da~on~da~gwat,
meaning a bay or cove: literally a turning out or going aside of
the lake; compound of Ga~nyiu~dach (lake), and O~dagwah (it
turns out) according to Marshall.
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37
__ ... .. . .. 10 , 13,23~24
River
Valley Regional Market
... . ...... .. ... 41
German Village
. .. ....... ....
. ... 80
Girard Studio . _
. . . __
.. . 35
Glacier Ice Sheet
. . ____ _____ ........ . ___ ___
21
Glen Edyth
. .. .. . __
57,80
Glen Haven Hotel . ..
....... .
.......... ..... 70~ 72 , 96
Improvement Co. ..... . ... .. . .. ..
26
Railroad Co. .... . .... . .... --·-----··· ··-----· ··-- .... .. ... 51
Road
.... ................ .. .............. ---· ·----- --- 26
Glen House .. _...
__ ..... _ .
60~61,96
Grabb , G eorge ..
. ······ ·----· -···-- ··-· . .. .. .. ...
99
Grange Hall
_... .... . ........ _........ . ... ...... ... . __ __ _ _
.. 108
Griebel Hotel
. ... . .... ....... . .. .. .. .
75
Hanford's Landing . ... ... .... . . ····- ·-·· ··-- ·····--··--··· ······ ... .. ..... ... II
Harris, George
... ... .... ... ..
6
Hartford Convention .... ...... __ ····-·--·-··· ··········--·-· ··--··-·· . _ ... .. . 15
Health Committee .. ... .. .. .
__ ..... ....
134
Health Office
..
················-·· ·-·--··-·-- ·· ·· ....... ... . ... _ 134
Heberle, Alfred and Joseph
... . ... ... ..
__ ... ...... 32
Hebing , Harold
...... .. . .. .. ........
75
Hebing, Hotel __ ... ... ... ..... -·· ·-- ··-······-···· --· -·· - ··-·······-·- -··-----······· 75
Hebing , Louis
. ....... _ ---·---------- ----·-··--------- -·- 75
Heffer, Fred
.. ....... .. .............. .............. ... ........ 99
Heffer's Grocery and Post Office ----···----- ---·-· ·-····················· .... 99

Held Cove ... .... __ __ __ __ -- -- -- ----- -- ---- --- ---- ----------- -·· ···-- --- --------- .... 56~57
Island ---- -- -------------------- -- ---·- ···· ···· ··· ·· ·····- ----- ------ -·· ······· -· ..... 56
William
... . ___ __ ............. -- --- ------ ··· ·· ----- ---- ------- ------- ...... 57,84
Hiawatha ... . ... ... .... ·· ··--·-· ·--- --- ---·· ·····---- ----- --- -- -------------------- -- -·------ 2
Hickson, Lawrence G . .... ... ... ... ........ --· -- -·········-· ---- ---- ---- ---·· .. .... 94~95
Higgins "49" _ ........ .. .. ·· ······ ···· ·· ···--- ------------ ------ ---- _____ .... ... .... .... 46
Livery __ .. ........ .... ..... ..... .. ........ .... .... ... ........ ............ .... . .... 46
Hitching Post
···· ·----- ------- ------------- ·----------- _____ .............. .... 92
Hobbie, A. C . .............. .. ·- ·-- ------- ----- -- ------ ---- ---- --------- --------- ----- ---- ---- 32
Hobbie, Caleb ....... ... .... ······-·······-····· ·····-------- ---- --------- --- ... .. ... .. 106
Creek . . ···· ·· ···· ---·-· ··--··· ····--·-···--·-- -- ------ -··--· -··---- -- -- ------ -- -- 20.57
School
...... ........ .... . .. ............ .. _
... ... .. .. ... 106
Hooker, Alexander ---- -------- ----------- --------- ---- ... __ __ ___ _..... 10,32, 103,120
Cemetery .... _____ ... ...... ............. ........ ---· --· ·····-------- 24.120
Horace
... ... ... .... ····- ------- ------- --- --- ------- ----·····
32
Hosea Rogers School ... .. . .. ........... ............. ....... .. .... ... .. . __ _____ . 108
Hot Dog (origin) ----------------- ---- --- ---- -------- ----------- --- --------- --- -- ________ _ 4
96
" House of Glass" .. ... .... .. ... ... ... ......... ............ ____
Huntington : Elon .
___ ___ ______ ______ .-------- ------ --- -------- --- _ 10
Huntington Hills
.. ... ..... .. ... __ . .......... __ ...
29
Hurons
... . __.............. ...... ......... ..... ... ........ .. ....... . ________________ 6
Hussey, Fred __
______ ··---- ------ --------- --·· ··· .. ... .. ..... ... ..... 127
Ice Boating _ ...... ....... ... ... ....... ........ __ ___... .. .. .
. ........ . 61
Ice Harvesting ... ... __ __ ·· -·· --- -- .. .. .... _ _______ __
. .... . .. . . .. 63
Ide's Cove . .. .. .... _ ___ _ _ . .. . .. .. . .... ... .. .. . .
__ ___ __ 54
Indian Landing -- -- ---------------------- ··· __ _. ___ ... ... .. . __ .
. .. 7~10
Inspiration Point
. . ... .... ... .
.... .... ....
....... 33
Irondequoit Bay
__ __ __ ...... ....... ...... .......... . . 2 , 4 , 6 , 8,9.54~ 81
Cemetery 1 .. -- --- --. 121
Creek .. ...... .. ..... .. .... .. ..... ...... . .. .. .... .. .
9
Fruit Juice Co. .
34
High School
.. 108.109
Ice and Coal Co. .
........ . __
. 64
Landing __ .
... .. .. .. .
.. 24
Melon .. . .. ..
___ ... ...... .
38
Navigation Co. .
. ......... ___ __ __ ___ __ .
60 ~ 61
Park Railway · ..
..
.. 51~52
Presbyterian Church
__ _____ _.............. .......... ... . . 114
Turnpike Co .
__
. ___ __ ___ .. . ..
. 43
Union Free School
.. .. ... .... .
.. 108
Wine Co .
. .. ...... .. ___ __ ____ _____ ___... .. .
... 34
Iron Ring
__ .. .. ..... _. ....... __ __ _____ __ ... 91~92
Iroquois Indians ...... _____ _ . . .... ... ..... -- ----- ----- -- -- --- ------- -- --- -------------- -2.6
Lake _
_ ..
__ __ __......
__... ........ . . .
23
School .... .
___ __ _____ _________ ________ _ . .. . .. . 110
lrri$ation - . .... .. . .... ..
........ . __
39
Isles Cove ........... ... ···-- ---·-- ----- · . .. .. .... ....... ... ... .. __ _...... . ..... 57
Jesuit Missionaries . _.. .. .. ......... ... ... ... .......... . ........... . .. ...
4
Johnson , Sir William .... __ __ _ _ .... _ _____ _ ... _ .. . .. __ _____ 8
Kalmbach Brothers _ ....... .... ___ ..
. ... ...... ... ...... _____ 46
Klem, Henry ... .. ...... .
. ..... ......... ...... _ --- ----·-·· ·-- -- -- ___ __ __ 91
William ... ......... .. ........ .............. .. ----------· ··- -------··· ········ ·· ·· · 92
Kolb , Alphonse _ ---- ·-- ·· .. ....... ... ......... ... . ....... .. ... ..... ...... .
8
Krischke, Albert ___________________ ------- -- ---------------------· .... .... _.... 88
Lake Iroquois .... ..... ... .. .... .. .. ... ... .. ........ , .. .... . .. .. .. ........ ____ 23

Lake Ontario Ice and Coal Co. __ __ _____ __···-···------------------ ----- 96
Navigation Co. ____ ··· ·· ···-···· ·-· ··-···-- ··· __ --·- -··----- _ 61
Water Co.
___
____ _ _ __ ___ _ ___ _ _______ ______ 133
Lakeview Elementary School _ ___
_......... ... ..
___ __ 110
Lake View Hotel . ___ ···· -- ··· ___ ··- -·-··· - _
66.96
LaSalle __ _____ ____
__ _____ ___ ____ __ __ __
_ 4,9
Laurelton School
.
___ ··--·--·· ···· .. .
__ 106
United Presbyterian Church _____ ________ ____ __ ___
_ 116
_ _.. .. . ___ ...... .. . ..
39
Liberty Pole ______ _
Library
_ __ __ _ ______ _
139
Listwood Elementary School
11 0
Little Beard's Town ___ _ __ ____ _____ __......... __ _____ .. _
8
Little Massaug Cove
__ __ __ __
55
Loan Closet _ ··----- ---· -·· -···-···-- ·· ··· __ ____ .. ...... _.. .. .. ... .. ... _.. 134,135
____ _________________ __ ____ 103
Log Schools
Long . George W. _ ____ __ ·- __ __ -------·. --····· · ------ -- -- -· --······· ___ 68
Lost City
---·· _-- ·-- ___ __ ___ ____ ___ ___ ____________ ---------- ·-9
__ __ __ __ ____ -- --- -·- -· · _
4
Louis XIV
Lower Falls
__ __ _____ _ __ _ ___ __ ____ _ -- -··--- -·-- -- ---·----------- - 10
Lower Town
___ _ __ __ _ ______ ___ ____ ____ ______ ___
13
Lusk, John _ _
__ __ __ --- ---- --------------····-···-- _______
10
Lutheran Church of the Transfiguration __ _
_ 111,117
89.90
Lyceum Building
Lynch Court ___ _________ _.. .... ..... .. ___ -·-···-- ----- --··----- -- --- --· ·
9
Lyon , Caleb
__ --- -· -·---·------ __·- ···· _ ·---· ·- --- _ 10
Mail Carriers ___.. ____ ___ ___ __
-- ······ ·- ··- -· __ .... ... ... .. _
99
Malaria
___ _ ___ _______ ____ _ 37
Market Gardening __
.. ______ ..... ..... -·· ····· ··· --·- .... __
36-40
Marshall, Orsamus _ _______
__ . ____ __
__ ____
6
Masonic Temple
___ -- ·-- ___ _ _ ___ 108
Massaug Coves
__ .. . .. ··· ········· --· .. .. _ . . ... ---·····-· _ _ 55
Masseth , Bessie
--- --·-·· ·· ·-·-- ·-- -·· . _
138
McBride: Asa
__ ..... ... .
_33-35
Cove
. __ 55
Melon , Irondequoit
38
Memorial Plaque
. . . ··-- ··-···--· ·-·· ____ __ __ _______ .. 123
Merchants Road
_
_ ____ _____ 10.24.43
Mercy High School Plaque
. ____ ___ ...... __ _ __ _______
4
Milk Business
. ___ __ -·- · ______ _ 36
MillTract
--· ·-·· ·
16
Minnow House
_ _ ___ .
62
Modoe Hall
_ . . ......
77
Mohawks
_ _
15
Monroe: County
__··--------- . __
11
Monroe, James _ _
__
.. ___ _.. . _ ..
11
Moulson: Charles and Samuel _ _ _ ____ __ __ __ _
_ ____ ______ 31
Property
__
_ ___
.. . _ ... __ _ . ____ ..... ____ 32,39
Natatorium
_ _ _ __ _______ . ____ ________ --- --------· - _ --- ·--· _
66
Navigation Companies _ .... . _.. ---··· ·· _________ . --··- · _··- ··-- __ ___ __ 61
Newport on the Bay _ _
_ __ __ __ ___ _ _ ___ -- ·------- - ___ __ __ ___ _ 33
Cove _ _______ __ __ __ __ __ ------- -- --- ---- --- ---- --- -- ----------- --- --·· --·- --·-·· --- 55
Dock
__ --------·-- -------------- . .. ___ .. ____ _ ___
68
__ ____ _ _ 26
Hill
_____ ____ ___
House _ ________ _---- -- -- ---------------- ---------- -- ··-- ------ -- ____ ___ 68-70
Road
_ ____ __ ____ ___
__ ___ ---------- ------ ---------- -- -- 33
Yacht Club __ __ ___________________ ____ __ ________________________________ _54 ,80

New York Central

__
___ ___ __ ____
--- ----- -- -- ----- --- ____ 48
Railroad Trolley System _ _... -·----· _ _ 50
State Railways ___ __ __ -------------- ----·------ _. .52,66
North Rochester
___ _. __ _
-----·---· ··------ --- ___ -- -·-- 13
Norton's Creek
_ ___ ... .. .... .. __ _ __ __
__ . _____
30
Nurseries
____ -·---· ·---- -- -·-- ----- _ _____ _ __ _ ____ ____ --- ··- .. .... 31,32
Oakview Elementary School
-··-- --·--·--- ·· _ .. .
__ ... .110
Oklahoma Beach _ .
__________ _ ---· -- - __ ________ .6,64,96
Old Homestead
_ -- --· _ ... ... _____ _ -··-· ...
30,33
Oneidas
__
____ ·-- -----·----·----- _. --·-- - _
15
Onondagas
_
_ __
______ _____ ------· ---- -- -- --·- --··-·--···-·· _ ...... . .
15
Organizations. Town
_ _ ___ _ ______ ____ __ _ ____ ___ _____
___________ _143
Overseer of Highways _
_____ ·-·--- ________ 25
Page, Walter L.
__
_ ___ _ ....... . --·- ..... ..
___ 77
Pardee Cove
. ___ __ _ __ ______ ___ _
----· -- - 57
Hiram
---------- ---- -·---- ·- ---- ·-----·- .. ·- --·-38
Homestead
__ ... . ... __ .. .. . _. _ _ .
_ _ __
105
Schools
____ __ ____ .. _---- ·----- -- ·--- . ... _ 105,106
Parks
.. ___ __ _____________ ----------·- ------ 82
Parkside Elementary School . __
.. _____ ____ _______ _110
Path Masters
_.... _... . ....... ...... .. ... ____
__ ___ 25
"Path of Gold" _
. --· _. __ ___ ___ _______ _
44
Peace Justices
..... ·---· _ .. . ... . __ ____ ___ __ __.. -- --·- 126
"Peach King"
--- --------- ------- -- --- ----------· _____ ______ _ __
38
Peiffer, Charles
...... ...... .. .. ... __ .. .. . __ __ . .. .... ___ 44
Perrin, Ransford
_
..
____ ____ . __
_86,103
Phelps and Gorham Purchase ... .. _ . . _ . .. ... _____ --· .... .. 15-17
Philosopher of Glen Haven ___ ........ .. .. .....
________ ____ ______ 76
Pinegrove Elementary School
. ______________ 110
Pink Ticket Trip
_ ____ -- --· __ __ ____ _ 60
Point Lookout
__ --· __ _ 57,62
Point Pleasant: Gasoline launches __
_... ___ ... __ ... . 60-61
Hill
____ 28
Hotel
.. . __ _______ _... ..
76
On the Bay
. ____ _ 75
Post Office
.. .
______________ .101
__ ______ _____ -- --·---- -- --- --·- ------·-- ---- --- --------- -- -· --- ---- ·----- ---128
Police
Population of Irondequoit
_. _ . ___ __ __ _101
Ponds , for Ice
.. _ -- · __ ___ -·---- ·-·-------- _ 63
Ponds , Old Landmarks
__ _______ __ _30-31
Post Offices: Claverhouse . . ____ .... .... . _ .... ... _ --·- ______ _ 99
Clyde _
__
__ 11,99
Forest House . __
... _____ __ ___ ____ 99
Heffer's Grocery __
___ ___ ___ 99
Point Pleasant .
_______________ 101
Sea Breeze
__ .... _.... . .. . 66
______ 99
Summerville __ _.
Swayne's Corners
_ 99
Prideaux. General John
8
Public Market
___ __-- ·----------- .. ... .. _ 39,41
Public Works Department
__ __ _
130
Radio, First in Area
__ -·----·-·---·-----· --- ___ 94-95
Railroads
__
__ ---------.46-52
Recreation Program _
_ _ ____ __ ... ___ ___ ___ ___ .. ___ ____ ... 141-143
Red Cross. Irondequoit Branch _
_. 137-139
____------------ -- --- --- -- ------·--- ---- --------·- -·--·------ ·--·----137
Relief Committee

Remus Club
__ ____ ___ ·---·· ·- --· ·· · __ . . ___ -------· -·- --- -- ··--·-·-·· - ... _ 79
Resort Fires _ _ _ ···--- _________ -- --- ·------------ -- · -···---· · __ ·-·-··. _____ 95-96
Resorts on the Bay _ _ ... ___ __ _________ __ ___ __ _ -- -- -- ------- -·---- ------ ---·-- -- 64
Reuther, Henry P . ___ _______ ___ _________ _____ __ -· ·· -----··----· ----·-··----- ··----- 72
Reuben A. Dake School _____ ____ ____ _ ·----- - __ ___ . __ _____ __ ____ __ _____ 108
Revolutionary War ____ -- ·---· ··- ···- .. .. --·· ·---· -···--· --···-·· --- __ ____ __ __ 120
Reynolds, Laura ·----- --- .. _ ___ ______ _______ __ _______ ·-----····---· -135,139
Richter, Gerard
___--·- -- -·-·· -- ·-- --·------- --· ----- ---·-·---- ·-· _ __ 88
Ridge, origin of name --····-·-·- ---··- __ --··· ··--- ···-· -··- ------- ---···- -··· ---·- 23
Ridgewood School . _ ·· --- -··- ··· . --- ·· -· · _____ ·------ ·-- ·· ---·- _ .106,111
Rifle Range .. _
.. -------····- ··-----·----- ___
_ ____ 85-86
Roads __
__
·----- -· --- ___ ______ --·· ------ ____ -- --- ·· ··---·- --- 25-26,28
Road Taxes _ __ ---· · ·-- ---- ---- --- __ __ _ ___ __
.. ... _ ·------- ---------·-··-- 25
Rochester Canoe Club __ _
----· ·· -· - __________ ___ -- ·-- ·---··-· ···61 ,79
Rochester and Glen Haven Railroad -··-- ·· ··-·-·· ·--·-· ·-- .
51
Rochester and Irondequoit Railway _
___ ·- ·------- __ _______ ____ 42.52
Rochester and Lake Ontario Railroad ____ -· -· --·-·- ----· _48-50,64,66
Rochester and Sodus Bay Railroad
_ -- ·--- ___ __ ___ 52
Rochester and Surburban Railroad __
.. .. .. __ ___ --·- -·- ----- -·--- - 50
Rochester Public Market ____________ __ -· ·-. __ .
__ _-·-··· --- - 41
Railway Co. _____
____ _______ ____ _______ 52,72
Transit Corp. __ --·- · __ . ·-- · ·-- ·-·--·--·- ·----· ____
50,66
Rochesterville
___ _ _ ___ ___ _______ _____ __ ___--·-----··-- ___ -· __ ___ 9,33
Rogers, Mrs. Asenath ____ __ -· -·- ... . ____ ·-·- ___ ___ ··--·- ... -·· 93
Rogers , Cemetery __ __ ____________ _______ ____ _ -------- ·--- ------ ··-- -·---- ____ _ 120
Rogers , Ezra _ __ _ _ ____ ··-· -·-· ·- ___ ____ ___ -· --- ---· · __ ___ __ ____ _____ __ ____
93
Rogers, Farm ---- ---· -· --- ------·- -- ---·-·-·--·· ------· ··--------- -_____ . .
38
Rogers, Hosea _____ __ __ ____ ____ _____ _____ ___ _ --·----- -- --- ·· ----- - 10,11.29
Rome , Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad
6,46,48.50,64
Root Houses _ __ __ _ _ __ ___ __ _ __ _ _____ _ __ _________ -· ··-- --------·· -·· 38
Round House
__ . _ ___ ___ __ ·····-· --· ·-·------ ··-- ···------- ---- ···.52.53
Sage of the Forest House
.. __ .. _ __
____ __ ··- -- - 88
Salmon, Charles
--·· ·-- ···--· --· ____
___ 44,89,114
Sand Pits
_ _ ____ __ ___
___ _ _ __ __ ___
_ . _ 23
Schnackel Cove _ _ _ __. -- -·- --·- ·____ . _ --· 54
Schneider's Ice House
·· -- ___ _ -----·----·---- -·---- . _ __ _ .. __ 64
School Nurse
__ .... ... __ ___ _ ··--- . __ --· --·---·------ ______ __138
Schools
.
___ ·----··· -- ---- ----- -- --- ---- ----··-------- ... . __ I 03- 113
Schuetzen Park __ ---- ----- -- ·- ------------- --- ----- ------- -·------- __ ______ ____ 46,87-89
Schuyler, Captain Peter, Jr. -· -· · -· --· -·· -···- -- -·- · -·-· -- ___ -- ·- ---- _ ___ __ 8
Fort ---·· __ __ __ -·-·· ------ ---- -··-- ---·· __ _____________ ··-·-------- -- -· -- -- 8
Scott, J.D.
__
_ _ ______ __ ___ ____ ---· ·
____ __ ___ __ ____ .59-60
Sea Breeze: Amusement Park __ ··-· __ . ___ ______ __ _________ _ __ _ _ 68
House and Resort
_____ --·· -----··- 64
Secret Cove _
______ ··----· ···--- -- -- -·-· ·· --· ···-54
Seneca Indians
___ _ ____ __ __ ------ --·4,8,15
Seneca Methodist Church
_____ ·-----· --- - __ .. __ _···- ---. __ ___ 117
Seneca Park .. _____ .. __
·----- ···--·· _______ .. __ __ _ _ __ __ __ _____ 30,82
Seneca School .
_
_
___ __ ·- - -· ---- --·- ------·
__ 109.110
Seventh Day Adventists' School ____ .. _ ·-·-·-- -·· ·--··-- · .. .
113
Sherry, James __ __ ___ _ _ ------- --- ------ --- --- ------ --- .. ------ -- --··---- --· ·----- - 30

~f~n~:t~n~ding

. _ {~
Skinner Irrigation
___ ... __ ____ __
__ -- ---·-·------·-· -· ·-·---·- -· ·- -· · 39
Snyder's Island ---- -·-- --- ---- ----·-- ·· ·------··---- ·---- --- -·--- ----·- ·---··- -- · ___ 57,59
_

-~-~- ~--~ --~--~---~~~-~~ ~~-~: ____ :_·-~:~:~~~· ·:-~-~ _-_- .-~: ·:~:-: ~~

~~~~:. ~l~~road _______ _--:::·::- ·::·_-::-::·:::::-_:::-::::::· -_:-_::_::·: ____ -_ :_:_60~62.~~
Southlawn Elementary School _ _
_______ ____ ------ -- ---·- ___ ___ ____ __ 110
St. Ambrose: Parish
_
·-- ...... _ .. ....... ·-·---·· ·---· ---- ___ 116
School _____ ___ _
_ _ ___ __ ___ ____ ______ ___ __ __ _ ___ 112
Staudenmaier, John and Mary _ ---- ------·----- - -- ···- ·· --- ·· ··- -·· ____ ____ 86
St. Bernard Seminary __ ___ __ __ -- ·· ----- --- -- ---- -- -- __ __ ------· --- __ ______ 22
St. Cecilia: Church _
--- --· -----·-- ----- -- __ ____
___ ___ _____ 118
School __ _____ ________ ----·- ·- ·----- ·· ···-- --·· ··· --- -·-- -····--- _ 113
St. George's Chapel
___ __ ·-· _______ __ ____ _ __ -·--- --- --115
St. James Church _ _
_ _______ ____ ----·- --- --- -- --- ·-·-·· ... ... __ 118
School _ _
_
__ _
_ 112
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church __ -· - _ __ ·- ___-- -·
. __118
St. Margaret Mary Church _ _
---- ·- ·--·-----·--······-- ···- ·-·----- 117
School ___ _________ ______ ____ ___ ---- ---- -------- --- --- ____ _______ ___ ___ 112
Stony Point
_ __ _ _ __ __
_____ _____ ___ __ ____ ___ ____ 33
St. Paul Boulevard
____ -- ---- --· __ _ _
_ 43
St. Salome Church
_ _____ ________ _ ___ ____ _
_ _ 115
School
_____ __ ____ __ _ __ _____ ___ __ _ ______ __ _ __ ___ _112
St. Thomas Church
_____ 115
School __ _ _ _ _____ ___ _
_ _____ __ -· --·--- ------ -- -- --- - __ _112
Stoffel, Claude
__ ___ ... _. __ ____ -· ·---- ___ ___ ____ ___ ____ _ __ _
75
Douglas
__________ __ --- ·-- ----- ---- __ __
_ 75 ,80
Storms
_
___ _ __ _ __ ____ ____ ____ _ _____ _____ _ ________ __ ___ __ 97
Stutson Street Bridge ___ __ __
__ _ _ __ __ _ ___ _ _
24,28
Sullivan, General John _·--- --- ·--- -· . _______ ___ __ __ __ _ __ ___ _ ___
8
Sullivan's Army _ _ __
_ __
13
Summerville Boulevard
_____ ___ ___ __ ____ -·
43
Presbyterian Church
____ __ __ _ _ __ _ __ ____ _89,114
Supervisor
_ _ ___
--·--- ---·- - ____ __ _ ___ 124
Sutton, William -· _______ ____ ___ ___ ___ -------·- ----·-- ___ ·----- --- ____
38
Swayne, James _ ____ _ _ ___ _ . -- -·--- -- --- - _ ____ __________ ___ ____ ___ 84,103
Swayne's Corners -- ·--·---- .. ___ __ _ _ ___ ___ ___ _ ____ __ ____
84-85
Tavern _ __
____ ___ ___ __ __ ___ __ ____ ___ . ·84
Tallyhos
_ _ _ ___ ___ ___ __ ____ _ -·-- ·· - ---· _____ _____ ___ _ ___ _ _ __ ____ _ ___ 26
Tax Collector
_ _ __ ___ __ _____ __ --------- ----------- ----- ___ 125
Temple Beth David ___
_ .. _ ___·-·-- ·-· . _
_____ ____ ____ __ __ __ 119
Temple Emanu-El
---·-- --- ---- -- ---·---- --- -- --- --- --- --- --- -·------- ----- _ .119
Thousand Acre Tract
_____ --· ----10
Timber
_ _ __ _ ___ __ __·-- -- ------ -·--- ---- -- -- ---- __ ___ ______ ______28-30
Tokiakton _ _ __
. _ _ ___ ___
6
Toll Gates ___ _ _
__ __ _ __ ___ _ __ __ ____ __
___ _ __ _ __ __43-45
Tonti _
.. ·- - _ _
·--- ---· ·- -- -- ·-·-- ·-- ----------- -- --- --- -·------·--6
Topography
19
Town Assessor
. -- -· -- -- ------- ---· -- -- 127
Attorney
_ 126
Clerk
-·· ---·- ____ __ _____ ____ ___ ___ __ _
.. _ 127
Council
__ . __ __
______ .125
Government
124
Hall
122
Nurse
_ 135,138
Picnic
_ -- -· _ _________ ______ __
70
Trails, Indian
_____ _ __ ____ __ _
. . _ 10,23-24
Tryon City
__
----·- --·· ---- -· ---·· --·----- -- --- --- --- - __9,10,24
Tryon, John and Salmon
---· _ _ __ ___ __ ___ 9

Tuscaroras ----- ---------- ---·--····- ·· ···--- ··-·-· ···············-························--- -·- 15
Union Free School ___ . -- ·· - --· --· ·- -- -- ·· ----·----- --·---···-·----------- 108,110
Nursery _______ -·--··- ···------ ------- --··-· -···· ·-··-- ······ -···-- ·- ··-·--· -·· · __ 31
Race Track .. . _____ ___ ___ __ ····-··-··-···-------··--- ..... . ______ _.. 93~94
Street Market __ ___ ___ _ --·····----·. ____ _____ -- -- ·--· _____ __ --· 41
Track House (Hotel) ______
__..
. .... ... __ .. 93~94
United Congregational Church ___ . ·-------·-·· -·- ____ ____ _____ ____ ... 108,114
Unique Social Club _ __ ·- ·--- · ·- ----· ------·-·- .. __ __ __ __ __ __ . ___ __ __ __ 60,79
Unity Recreation Hall
____ -- --·· ····--· - ··-· -··----------- ___________ _______ 119
Veterans Memorial Bridge ___ __ __..
___ __
____ ...... .. . _ 11,28
Memorial Building ____ . -····-- ··· ... ...... -·-- ----·- ···-···· -·- 29
Victor
_ __ __
_ ______ _ ____ ..... -··-··-··- -···--- --- ···· 6
Vinton, Joseph __... ·-· ····-- ·-· --· ·-·-····-············-···-·······--··-·· · ·--· 32~33
Vocsell , George . ___ ---- ··--·--·-- _-·---- ··---- ·· __ ... --·------·- --------·-- --·--- 76
Wadsworth , James . ---- ·- __ _ ---· ___ _____ .. __ _ -- --- ··- ....... _... . __ _.
14
Walker, Alexander ... . ... _·· -·····--···-·--·-·- - ___ _____ .. ____ ___________ _135
William ·--------· ------- ----·--·- -· ··--·- ---· ···-- ---·· -··- -- -··· ·····-- -·· -· 13
Walzer Cove _
... ........... -···- ··· ---·········-· ·· ····-··-··-··- -··-------- 55
Walzer, Joseph
--- -- ---- -···-·-·--- -·--· -- ----·-·--- -···-- -· ____ 55
Norris
.. __ _--- --- -- ·- ---····-- -·· ·- --· ··-··-· ·-·· ---··--99
Orlo _
. _ .. --- --· ·· --· _____ _ -------- ---- -·-----· .. __ ____
59,61
Ward's Natural Science Establishment
___ __··· -·- ----- - --- ·--- 35
War Memorial
·----· ·- ·-- ·· ........ ___ _. __ ___ ... .123
War of 1812
_______ __ ---· ___ _ _____ __
___ _____ ....
__ 8,11.120
Washington, George __-·-···-·---· - -···-· -·--·········· ·· ·· ······ · . .. _____ ___ __ 13
Water supply . .... _ _.. ---- ·- ----·---- ____ . _ -·-- ·-- ------ - -· ---·---- ..... 133
Watertowers .
··-·---···-- ---·······-- --··--·-········- -- - ... ··-···- ··-· 92
W . C. T. U . Hall _... ... --- ·-- __ ________ _--- ·- __
.. ___ 107
Webber Cove
___.. __ ------ --·--· - ------ -- -·-- ·- ·· --· _ ___ 55
Welfare Department
_ _ ___ ___ __............. ........ _ .134
West Irondequoit Central School District ___ _. _.. .. ___ ____ _ ..... 110
White City
_ _ ___ _
____ _______ _ _ ____ ___ ........... _.. _______ 52
Whitehouse Hotel
__ _ ____ ----· -- --- - ___ ·-----·
74~75
"Who~So~Ever~Will Chapel" .. _. ____
____.... ... . __ __ .
116
Wimble, George ___ __ _______ ____________ ___
__ _ ____
93
Windsor Beach Fire __
. ___ . _
95~96
Dance Hall
.. ________
95
Ferry ---- ------·------· __ __ _ .. __ ..
... 28 ,43
Improvement Co. __ .. .... . ... ... .. .... _....... __ __ __ 52
Park . __ _
_ ------·· _..
___ 52
Railroad __ .. ___ __ ·- -· --- --·--- . __ . ... ... . ......... .50,86
.... 32~36
Wineries
Woodchuck Point
-· - -- -· ··· -75
Yacht Clubs
__ ... _
-- -·-· - -79,80
Yeo, Commodore
·· ··-·· ·-·--·· ·· ------- ··---- - 14

