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FOREWORD
The history of the first Penfield Fire Company has been found in the pages of diaries,
memoirs, filed records, and the files of newspapers current in the 1800's. To reconstruct
the story from these sources is far from ideal but we must rely upon them to fill the gaps.
Much of the information in this History has been supplied by the diary of Calvin W. Owen,
who was born July 12, 1798. We are indebted to Mr. Owen for many of the descriptive stories of fires in the community, before the advent of a Fire Company and for many years thereafter. Mr. Owen was "clerk" of the Fire Company for many years.
The diary of Aristides "Tide" F. Church helped considerably in determining the origin of
"Old Betsy."
Edwin Schermerhorn and Edwin Thompson, members of the 1910 Company, supplied information concerning events of that period. Clarence Rapp recalled, for this history, many names
and locations of buildings which appeared on the scene after the Map of 1858 and other sources
of information had been recorded.
We are indebted to Katherine W. Thompson, Penfield's Town mstorian, for having made
available the use of Mr. Owen's diary, and the stories of fires in the early days of Penfield's
history, as taken from the following newspaper records: T h e 0 n t a r i o Rep o sit or y,
published in Canandaigua, New York; Roche,ster Daily American; Rochester
Rep u b 1 i c an; R o c he s t e r D a i 1 y D.e m o c r a t ; Roc h e s t e r U n i on and A d v e r •
tiser; and the Monroe County Mail.
Many items conceming the early settlers and the part they played in the growth of Penfield
have been taken from "Landmarks of Monroe County" . published in 1895 (Rundel Memorial
Library) and "History of Monroe County, 1788-1877" by Professor W. H. Mcintosh.
The story of events of the past twenty years has been obtained from minutes of meetings
of the Water Commissioners, Fire Commissioners, and the Fire Company, as well as from
filed records which Earl Rapp, Penfield's Town Clerk, has made available.
We are indebted to Charles Pflum of Dale, New York, who travelled to Seneca Falls to
photograph old fire-fighting equipment made available by the research of Mrs. Joseph Martin,
of the Historical Society at Seneca Falls, New York, and to Harry Davis, who reproduced many
of the prints of old equipment contained herein. Through the courtesy of Mrs. Henry Verhag,
.in the loan of a Scrapbook, we obtained information concerning fires not recorded in the annals
of the Fire Company.
To all these people we humbly extend our gratitude and trust that the following pages will
help, in a small way, to recreate for those reading them the scenes and way of life, as well as
the courage, of the pioneers who settled in Penfield after the Revolutionary War.
The heritage left by these pioneers was not, perhaps, always wisely protected and nourished but the history of the past fifty years proves that their foresight and faith were not misplaced. The members of the Penfield Fire Company have proved themselves worthy to carry
on the traditions which have been a part of their heritage.
A. S. B.
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Chapter I •

Early Penfield

Before 1791, the area which is known today as Penfield was peopled by trappers and hunters who left no mark upon the countryside. But about this time a Mr. Maybee, who was traveling to the Irondequoit Valley, cut the first road from Palmyra to Penfield and settled at Indian Landing. There seems to be evidence that a man by the name of Asa Carpenter dwelt in
the area in 1791 but he has never been considered by historians to have been a settler. Caleb
Hopkins is the first settler of record, having settled in Penfield in 1791. His was the first logcabin in the area.
Other settlers were attracted to the vicinity and in 1800 the first manufacturing establishment was in operation, an old "trip-hammer" set up by a Mr. Bronson in the "hollow." By
1805, there was a Fulling Mill owned by Captain Benjamin Monroe, and a Saw Mill owned by
J"ohn Hipp. That year, Daniel Penfield started a Saw Mill, also in the "hollow."
In 1806 J"ohn Shoecraft and his four sons settled in the northern section of the area. Soon
William Harris settled in the same section. J"ohn Strowger settled in the western section,near
the mills, and in 1807 Benjamin Weeks settled in the northeastern section, on the north side of
what is now called Atlantic Avenue, between Baird and J"ackson Roads.

By 1810, when Daniel Penfield established the town which bears his name, the entire population was approximately four hundred; the village was very small. The area of the town was
twenty-five and one-half square miles and contained twenty-two thousand, four hundred and
twenty acres. Business men were attracted to the area, and a distillery was operated by a
Mr. McKinstry. Farms were widely scattered and there was no means of communication between them other than personal contact. · When disaster struck a family, sometimes many
hours passed before a neighboring family was aware of the event, except in the case of fire
which became evident by the plume of smoke by day, or the ·red glow cast over the area at
night. More often than not, help arrived too late to save the structure and, in many cases, its
inhabitants.
The first recorded fire, found in the files of the 0 n tar i o Repository in the Canandaigua Museum, was that of April 16, 1811 when the log house of Elisha Smith burned, and all
its contents. This loghause was located on a fifty-one · acre plot in the southwest division of
lot f39, which is on the east side of Baird Road in the vicinity of Whalen Road.
Less than two years.later the same newspaper, which was filled with news of the War of
1812, also carried the following item: "February 9, 1813, Shocking~ On the night of the 2nd
inst. the house of Levi Crippen, of Penfield (formerly of Fairfield, Herkimer County) was
burnt, and with it his six children. The oldest was about nine years, the youngest an infant
of seven months. The parents, it is said, were both from home, nearly a mile." (It has been
impossible to locate the area ln which this disaster occurred.)
Before 1811, homes built in the area were of log type but that year Brooks Mason built
the first frame house. It was on the Five Mile Line Road, four miles north of the village. Because of the hearth-fires, and candle-flame, used in the early days it is to be assumed there
were many fires which were not recorded. None, it is hop~ as tragic as the Crippen fire.
The first town meeting, for the purpose of electing town officers, was held in the school
house situated on the southwest corner of the village crossroad, near McKinstry's. By 1812
a tannery was being operated by Henry Fellows, who built a home about a quarter of a mile
east of the village, and a post office was established. By 1814 the inhabitants numbered 1,874
and the first election of public school officers was held. The next year the first grist mill
was established by Nathaniel Case.
It is interesting to note that about nine miles to the west of Penfield a group of people
numbering 331 had settled and, by 1817, an Act of Legislature created for them an Incorporated village called Rochesterville. In two years, from 1815 to 1817, their population
increased to 1,094. However, by 1820 Penfield had the greatest aggregate population of
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any town in the county, it was 3,224, while Rochester was 1,502. Penfield now had another
grist mill, established by Daniel Penfield, four saw mills, 1 carding machine, three asheries, and two tanneries.
Whether or not provisions for fire protection and control were included in the laws
which governed Penfield during this period is unknown. It is quite likely each household
and business structure housed a fire-bucket and, when an alarm of fire was sounded, each
person grabbed the nearest fire bucket and hastened to the scene of the fire, taking his
place in the line to pass full buckets from the nearest source of supply.
Apparently there were no great fire disasters, such as that of 1813, as no efforts
were made to organize firefighting. It was to be twenty-three years, and an indeterminate
number of fires, later that the first Fire Company was formed. However, these years
were full of events that were destined to be responsible for the rapid rise, and later decline, of growth of Penfield. In 1821 Monroe County was established and the next year
the Erie Canal, popularly known as "Clinton's Ditch," was on its way to completion. In
1827 funds were raised, by subscription, to establish the Penfield Academy. By 1830 the
population had increased to 4,474, while Rochesterville had increased to 9,269.
Calvin Owen's diary carries an account of the burning of his barn in 1831, the first
such account available since that of the Crippen fire in 1813. He wrote: "The 30th August
my barn took fire from a candle taken in the evening to feed a horse in the stable. The
candle was held by a drunken scamp that my father had taken in that day after I had left
to go to my work on the boat. The barn was entirely consumed, together with its contents
of hay, grain, etc. The loss and damage was about $300, had no insurance, it was a total
loss of so much." This barn was located ·on the west side of the Five Mile Line Road,
about one-half mile south of Penfield Road. He rebuilt the barn and a Map of 1858 shows
the new barn located 150 or 200 feet from the road, across from the present Raymond
place.
Penfield continued to thrive and by 1834 such firms as McKinstry & Adams, Gilson &
Penfield, Penfield & Clark, Rich & Ward, Bryant & Ely, Robert Staring, Henry Amsden, and
Jonathan Baker, were conducting business. Staring, Amsden and Baker each having been
early hotel keepers. During 1834 Rochesterville became the City of Rochester, with a population of 12,252.

fu 1840 the Town of Webster was established and this took from Penfield 20,241 acres,
as well as 1,6.32 inhabitants, leaving Penfield's population 2,842. A railroad between
Auburn and Rochester was in operation and security in the form of fire insurance had become available in the area, as may be seen from an item in the Rochester D a i 1y Advertiser of May 4, 1840:
"High School destroyed by fire. Henry Pennyman's home
burned. The large three-story brick building owned and operated by HenryS. Pennyman
in Penfield as a high school was destroyed by fire about midnight on Friday together with
all its contents. The damage is estimated at from $3,000 to $4,000. There was an insurance on the property of $2,600." This building, formerly the Penfield Academy built, by
subscription, in 1827, was located on the west side of the Five Mile Line Road, approximately 600 feet north of Liberty Street on a plot of ground donated by Daniel Penfield, consisting of one acre and known as Lyceum Hill.
The loss of this building brought to the townspeople the realization that something
would have to be done in the way of organized firefighting.
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Chapter II
Formation of First Company
On an evening in July 1841 the citizens of Penfield met for the purpose of forming a
volunteer Fire Company, anct held several subsequent meetings. Supervisor D. E. Lewis
proferred the use of a second-hand fire engine and about three hundred feet of hose, which
he purportedly ·purchased from the City of Rochester for the sum of $450. He stipulated
the engine was to be his property and housed on his premises, on the north side of the Penfield Road approximately 500 feet east of the Five Mile Line Road, until such time as the
townspeople were in a position to reimburse him for his financial outlay. To reimburse
him a general subscription W'.. .> circulated and all members joining the Fire Company
were required to pay a $5 membership fee. The total realized was $325, leaving his equity
in the equipment $125.

Supposedly, in 1841 an Act was passed by the Legislature incorporating a Fire Company
in the village of Penfield, New York. However, a recent check on this subject has disclosed there is nothing in the corporate records of the Secretary of State which confirms
such an Act in 1841. Incorporated or unincorporated, however may have been the status
of the Company, the volunteers considered themselves fortunate to possess the fire engine
which they used on many occasions in the years which followed. No system of alarm was
devised at that time. The first person to discover a fire ran to a corner of the crossroads
and shouted "Fire~" Those hearing him took up the cry and passed along the alarm. The
man or woman nearest the building which housed the fire engine, pulled the engine outside
and attempted to haul it to the scene of the fire, with volunteers falling in line to haul or
push as the vehicle approached.
It was not until the end of December of 1843 that the volunteers were called op to
fight a spectacular blaze but it is assumed they were called out, in the. interim, to subdue
small fires.
On January 1, 1844 two Rochester newspapers reported: "The woolen factory occupied
by Levi Duncan in the village of Penfield was destroyed by fire about 11 o'clock on Friday
night. The loss of Mr. Duncan's·machinery is estimated at $2100, upon which there was
an insurance of $600. The building was owned by Robert Datzell of this city and was not
insured. The light was distinctly seen here although at a distance of eight miles and was
the cause of an alarm of fire." This factory was located on the south side of Linden Road,
along the west side of Irondequoit Creek, opposite the Andrew Lincoln Mill.

Two years later, April 1846, Calvin Owen wrote in his diary: . "I suffered some by a
fire in the burning of what was called the Globe Building in the Village of Penfield. I had
about a year previous bargained the premises to ---- who changed it from the original
use into a blacksmith shop but he had not paid anything and he was not a responsible man.
Therefore, I had to bear the loss except $200 insurance on the building." This building
was located on the northwest corner of Penfield and Five Mile Line Roads.
The next fire of record occurred one and a half years later. "In the morning of 4th
October, 1847, the brick store built on the corner by J. B. Bryant was burned up. The
store room was occupied by Harvey V. Lincoln and the upper parts by L. K. Williams
(Taylor) and C. Drake (Shoemaker) at the time it burned. The fire was strongly suspected
to be arson or the work of design by some person unknown." Newspaper accounts report
there was insurance of $2,000 on the goods and $1,000 on the building which nearly covered
the loss. This building was located on the southeast corner of Penfield and Five Mile
Line Roads.
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Four months later, February 2, 1848, Myron Plumb's house was destroyed by fire.
Newspaper accounts stated it took place at noon by "sparks dropping on the roof." The
fire spread so rapidly that but a few of the contents were saved. Loss was said to be
about $800, partly covered by insurance in the Western Farmers' Insurance Company.
Diligent search has failed to locate the site of this residence.
Less than six weeks elapsed when a news item reported "A sa Hunt's Cooper Shop
destroyed by fire. We learn that a fire broke out yesterday morning about 4 O'clock in the
cooper shop of Asa Hunt in Penfield and· whl:m discovered had made such progress that no
attempt was made to extinguish it. A large lot of leather belonging to Mr. Hunt was saved."
This shop was located on the west side of Liberty Street, 300 feet north of Penfield Road.
In August 1848 newspapers reported "The building in Penfield formerly known as the
Mansion House was burned down a few days since. We did not learn how the fire originated. The building was owned and occupied by Calvin Owen and was insured to $600, about
enough to cover the loss." Mr. Owen wrote in his diary: "It was entirely consumed together with about $100 worth of joiners tools and $115 worth of furniture. I had an insurance of
$684 which was obtained from Montgomery County Mutual Company. I did not rebuild but
sold my lot the following spring to F. Paddock."
The name "Mansion House" has intrigued the imagination of many townspeople and there
has been much speculation concerning the exact location of the building. Older residents recall hearing stories concerning it told by their elders but none have known the exact location.
Research has revealed that the 35-acre plot on which the building was located was in the northwest division of Town Lot #38, on the south side of Penfield Road, 1500 feet east of the Five
Mile Line Road.
From 1840 to 1850 the population of Penfield had increased from 2,842 to 3,185, with
a corresponding increase in building construction. (Rochester's growth increased from
20,191 to 36,402.) However, from 1848 until 1853 the town seems to have been free from
extensive fire damage. Mr. D. E; Lewis, supervisor, owner, and possessor of the fire
engine does not seem to have fared as well.
His original term of office as supervisor was one year but he was voted into office
again in 1847 and remained supervisor until 1851. It was about this time that he apparently met with financial reverses, as he demanded the sum of $130 from the Fire Company
or the citizens at large, before he would release his claim to the equipment. It seems
his creditors were pressing him very hard and it was necessary for him to make assignment of his assets. However, he was able to arrange to keep possession of the fire e~
gine which carried the designation "#2 ABLE AND WILLING" but to which the people
of Penfield had applied the soubriquet "OLD BETSY. II
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Chapter III
"OLD BETSY"
Old Betsy was a tower engine of the "New York" type (sometimes known as a gooseneck,))
so-called because James Smith and Sons of New York were the principle producers of this type
of engine. Whether or not it was actually built by Smith is not known but comparison of photographs of the New York type, available in museums, with photographs of Penfield's engine lend
credence to the theory that it was produced by Smith. This type of engine made its appearance
in Rochester in 1825.

~

Tower Type Engine New York Style

'

,.

.....

Hood removed from hose reel of the
New York style engine, showing capstan, walking beam, chain linkage to
pistons and the large pressure dome.

On the New York type, between the walking beams, was a capstan .or hose reel. Over the
capstan was placed a metal cover which, usually, bore a motto on both sides, such as Old
Betsy's "#2 READY AND WILLING." Many towers of the day were highly ornate, bearing
hand-painted scenes. Some were hand-carved.

The City of Rochester purchased its first fire engine in 1818. It was a nand pump attached
to a tank and mounted on wheels but, lacking a suction pump, a bucket brigade was ne~ded to
keep the tank full. It was equipped with a short leather hose and nozzle. By 1824 they had purchased a second piece of equipment, referred to as their first fire "truck." In 1827 they purchased a new "engine" equipped with a suction pipe and 300 feet of leather hose and they built
a house for it. By 1833 .they had acquired three more pieces of equipment, making six in all.
The engine called Old Betsy in Penfield was known as Engine #2 to the City of Rochester.
It arrived in Rochester October 23, 1827 and was housed in a building c.alled the "Main Street
East Firehouse" opposite the Blossom Hotel. Its cost to Rochester was $716 for the engine
and $215 for the hose.
It does not seem likely that the City of Rochester, with its great need for equipment, would
sell away one of its engines. Therefore, it brings into question the accuracy of Tide Church
who stated, in his diary, that Mr. Lewis purchased Old Betsy from the City of Rochester. Calvi~
Owen made the same statement in his diary and also mentioned "old papers" which Lewis.
possessed. We assume they were bills of sale. It seems likely, however, that Old Betsy had
been turned in to the Selye. Fire Engine Company, doing business at 42 Mill Street in Rochester,
in partial payment for more modern equipment and that it was purchased by Mr. Lewis from
the Selye Company. This would account for the plural "papers" mentioned by Mr. Owen.

OLD BETSY as she appeared in 1925

The photograph of Old Betsy shOws what appears to.be an upright steam boiler. Actually,
it was a large pressure dome. The groove around the top section of the dome, which appears·

to be a smokestack, is a device into which the goose-neck and nozzle were secured. The groove
. facilitated turning the nozzle and goose-neck 360°, and there was a small platform on which a
man could stand to direct the nozzle onto a fire. On the front walking beam was a yoke-like
device on which the nozzle and discharge pipe rested when not in use.
Old Betsy had two 8" pistonS and was constructed in such a manner that it could draught
and discharge simultaneously, the large pressure dome ensuring a steady flow at discharge.
It was equipped with a reservoir and,. when a natural water source was beyond reach of the
draught pipe, could pump directly from the reservoir which could be filled by bucket brigade.
It had a capacity of 300 gallons per minute and could throw a 1" stream 150 feet in the air
when manned by twenty men, ten on each brake. It was equipped with 300 feet of leather hose.
The seam ran lengthwise of the ho13e and carried a double row of copper rivets. .

·Chapter IV
1848
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1870

During the period from 1848 until 1851-52, Penfield was relatively free from fire disaster and there seems to have been a loss of interest in keeping the Fire Company an active organization.
Calvin Owen wrote: "---there had been no meetings for three or four years, as firemen, and the old company 'had gone down."'
But records show that on June 18, 1853 "Saturday night about 11 o'clock the old Lewis
store, now occupied by 1. Southworth, took fire from the explosion of a lamp but by the
prompt action of the citizens the fire was put out, the flame proceeded mostly from the
fluid. The history of the matter is briefly that the son Randle was filling a lamp on the
head of a barrel of burning fluid--he ran the lamp over with fluid and it took fire in consequence, falling on the barrel and that, having a small vent hole from which the gasses
most likely issued, took fire and ran into the barrel, causing that to explode and some
fluid running out which was on the fire, and was confined in a room and was soon got under. I deem it a sort of careless or reckless operation in filling the lamp there. RandJe
has one eye badly hurt, don't know yet but he may lose it. The probable damage to the
building and goods will not exceed $25."
The growth in population aggravated the fire hazard and the Southworth fire caused
uneasiness on the part of some of the people concerning the breaking up of the Fire Company. When, in October of the same year, a major conflagration occurred in a woolen
factory they realized a group of organized volunteers was a necessity.
The fire in the woolen factory was discovered about 5 or 6 o'clock in the morning on
October 20, 1853: "The woolen factory occupied by Levi Duncan and owned by William
Wood and others, located near the Penfield Mills, was entirely consumed by fire, together with the machinery. Duncan had an insurance of $1600 on machinery, which is about two-thirds value, and Wood had an insurance of $1600 on the building, which will
about cover the loss. It is supposed the fire took from a stove pipe entering the chimney
near the roof, it took in the roof. It was first discovered by Doctor Gear about 1 o'clock at night on his returning from Rochester. He gave the alarm. It was put out as supposed
and was left, to be looked to by --who was at work fulling, but the presumption is that he
needed watching on account of his drunkenness. At any rate he was.of no kind of use in
saving the mill. Mr. Duncan told me that --, --, --, and some others of the same class
were gambling and drinking all night at--'s store on the night of the fire. They were in
plain sight of the fire. This is the 3rd factory that has been burned in about ten years
within one half mile. Duncan was occupying two of them at the time of the burning." This
factory was located on the west side of Irondequoit Creek, midway between Linden Road
b~idge and Washington Street bridge.
As a result of this fire, on November 28, 1853 a meeting was held by the townspeople
and twenty-eight men volunteered to re-activate the Fire Company. Election of officers
was held the next night. A Commission to govern the affairs of the new Fire Company
was made up of Messrs. B. How, W. H. Mans, 1. W. Wilson, Charles Fellows, Henry
Fellows, Jr., G. K. Camp, Alonzo Ryan, and Calvin W. Owen, who served as secretary.
Mr. Lewis was on hand and made a declaration of his claim in the fire engine. Mr. Owen
wrote: "An engine room was built on the Presbyterian Church lot by consent of the trustees, with the understanding that it should be removed when they should require it to be
done, and that it should be used for the keeping of the engine in. The room was built by
subscription and contributions from individuals in labor and materials. Wilson and Mans
were the principle actors jn that part. Great care was taken to keep it a separate matter
from the ownership of the engine and I suppose it does not properly belong to the Trustees
of the Engine Company."
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The First Engine Room - built in 1853- rebuilt in 1887
Once again Old Betsy was to assume importance in the life of the community. She
was freed from dust and grime of past years, and proudly escorted to her new home.
No longer was a shout of "Fire." considered sufficient to alert volunteers. Arrangement was made for the ringing of the bell in the cupola of the Methodist Church as an
alarm of fire.
The first recorded fire after the re-organization was on ::saturday, April 22, 1854:
"About noon today Mrs. William Pope's horse barn was consumed by fire. The sills and
floor was saved in good order, the frame did not fall, except the rafters, although it was
badly burned. It is said that --' s two boys were in the barn with powder operation and
matches and I suppose there is no doubt but what they were the cause of its being. fired.
The barn was nearly empty or cleared out, except for a few bushels of potatoes and they
were prese.rved. Mr. Pope was absent at the time, had gone to the city of Rochester. The
barn was insured in the Wayne County Mutual Company for $1000." From Betsy's new
location it was a short haul to the site of this fire on the north side of Penfield Road, about
500 or 600 feet west of Five Mile Line Road.
Scarcely a month elapsed before the firefighters were called out again, shortly after
midnight on Sunday, May 23, 1854: "About 1 o'clock this morning the alarm of fire was
sounded in our village and on going out I found to my surprise the Tavern House of P.
Shoecraft in the center of the village was all on fire. It had made such progress before
it was discovered that it could not be saved with the means at command, therefore the
building contiguous was watched and kept from taking fire. It was remarkable still atmosphere, a more favorable time could not have been, to save the other-buildings from
being fired. The upper current of air rather inclined to the north. The house was unoc-
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cupied at the time, Shoecraft having moved out of it in February. In regard to the origin
of the fire, there is some difference of opinion. The general opinion is that it was the
work of design and some think that it may be the result of carelessness of some gambling
operation going on there (but uncertain.) The public most likely will never know the origin." There was an insurance of $1000 on this building, in a company not regarded as
solvent. This building was located on the northeast corner of Five Mile Line and Penfield
Roads, about fifty feet from the road.
Three entries in Mr. Owen's diary show that the Fire Company, as an organization,
was beginning to take part in social affairs in the town. He states: "4th 1uly 1854. Our
Fire Company are training about today. They have set up a small Liberty Pole with a flag .
and seem to enjoy themselves.'' Friday, 1uly 21, 1854. "The Penfield Firemen have a barbecue this afternoon and design to have a dance tonight in our new public hall." Then, on
Saturday the 22nd "the firemen's party yesterday was a good one, particularly in the evening. I step'd in to look on them for a few minutes. Our two daughters were there.''
The next month E. Worthing's barn burned, around 2 or 3 P.M. "It took fire by fire
being blown several rods from a burning lot of brushes. The wind being strong at the time.
His loss is said to be about $450, no insurance. The fire was set by-- who will doubtless '
have to pay for the loss.'' The location of this fire is unknown.
The next Friday night there was another fire. The barn of Gilbert Benedict, who lived
in the north part of Perinton. The loss was about $1000, partially covered by insurance.
There is some doubt that Penfield Firemen fought this fire because of its being in another
town.
On Friday, December 22, 1854 it was reported that ''Mr. Austin's dwelling house,
situated up the dugway hill on the city way road, was consumed by fire. The temperature
that day was six degrees above zero.'' The location of this fire would have been too far
distant, and the ~ffort)required to haul the heavy engine ·up hill by hand would have been
far too great, for the firemen to attempt to fight this fire.

Ten months elapsed before the next .recorded fire. It was October 28, 1855: "The
large barn and contents of T. Mattison in East Penfield was consumed by fire in the night
of the 26th. Loss was estimated at about $2500. The fire is supposed to be the work of
design by some unknown person, but suspicion rests on --, difficulty having existed between
them." The Mattison property was located at the southwest corner of Penfield and Salt
Roads. It is doubtful Penfield firemen were able to fight this fire.
It was not until about 1860 that the Fire Company acquired ladders as part of their
flreftghting equipment and these, together with Hose, were a great burden for Old Betsy,
now thirty-five years old, so a Hose Company was formed. Mr. Church wrote: "------after they got a hose cart (it was made by 1im Wood, the wagon maker) Dod Markell organized a boys' Hose Company of which the writer was a member, and a very enthusiasbunch we were, too. The uniform of the Fire Company was fire hats, red jackets and,
when on parade, black trousers. The boys all took a deep interest in their apparatus and
all was kept well oiled and cleaned ready for a sudden call, and our village was saved on
two occasions that I remember by the use of "Old Betsy" and the Hose Cart, and all the
cisterns and wells in the neighborhood were emptied.''
On a Friday evening in 1anuary 1856 "Strowger' s house took fire but was extinguished •.
The damage I have heard said was about $75. There was no wind at the time otherwise
he must have been entirely burned out. It is supposed to have been fired by stovepipe in
some way." The house was l.ocated on the south side of Penfield Road, about 450 feet
west of Five Mile Line Road.

Not long after this Pickett's store burned but his house was saved, they were joined
together. It was on the north side of Penfield Road, about 180 feet west of Five Mile
Line Road. Apparently, the firemen were acquiring prowess in their conquest with fire.
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By 1857 Penfield's Academy had become incorporated and was known as the Penfield
Seminary. The next year a new 'building was erected, at a cost of $6000, to accommodate
the Seminary. It was located on the north side of Penfield Road, about 250 feet east of
Five Mile Line Road. By 1860 the population had reached 3, 210. (Rochester's population
was 48,204.) No serious fires were recorded for several years but the town was to feel
the effects of the war between States when, in 1861, about 230 men from Penfield were
called up for military duty. 36 of these men never returned. They were killed in battle
or died in service.
It was not until October of 1868 that a fire of great destruction was recorded, when the
Penfield Paper Mills burned: "Destructive fire in Penfield about 8 0' clock Saturday evening.
Fire was discovered in the 2nd story of the mills situated at the edge of Penfield Village. The
flames spread rapidly and soon the entire structure was consumed together with machinery
and stock. A small wooden building near the main one was also destroyed. How the fire originated is not known.. Nearly two years since the old Livingston Flouring Mills were converted
into a paper mill by a stock company of which A. C. Hogeboom of this city is the superintendent. The Mills have been in operation about a year. The loss is estimated at about $15,000
over the insurance which is $60,000." This mill was located approximately 200 feet south,
and east, of the point where Irondequoit Creek crosses Washington Street.
The census figures of 1870 show a slight decline in the population of Penfield. It was now
2,928, while Rochester had increased to 62,386. A corresponding decline took place in the
Fire Company. Probably some of those leaving Penfield had been the most active members.
Those in the boy's Hose Company were now mature and, there is no doubt, they had succumbed to the lure of the city only nine miles away. Before long, the fire company became nonexistent.

Chapter V
1874- 1886
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On February 6, 1874, a major fire occurred around midnight at the home of Daniel
Illes near Float Bridge: "Mr. and Mrs. llles were the only occupants. They had to
flee in their night clothes. Mrs. llles made her way to the home of a neighbor, Mr.
Reese, a quarter of a mile away. Mr. Illes had for years followedthe occupation of
making native wines. He ceased manufacturing four years since but had about $10,000
worth stored in his cellar. Three barrels of this were rolled out. Loss was about
$6500 on house and furniture, rest on wine." A map of 1858 shows the llles home was
located at about the center of Route 104, 150 feet east of the point at which the creek
empties into the head of Irondequoit Bay, on the northeast corner of the road sometimes known as Wilbur Tract Road. Had the Fire Company been active it is doubtful
they could have fought this fire because of the _great distance from the village.
Two and a half years later, ·October 10, 1876, one of the most spectacular fires
of the times burned out much of the business section of t_h e xmage. The Joseph Gearing Hotel, Wallace Hipp' s Grocery, the public meeting hall, and other stores burned
in a conflagration which resulted in between $15,000 and ·$20,000 loss. A Rochester
newspaper describes it: "Last night a most disastrous fire burned in the town of Penfield that, had it not been for the energy of the town's people, would undoubtedly have
swept away the whole town. Between 11 and 12 o'clock last night an alarm of fire was
raised, coming from the basement of Hall's Marble shop. The inhabitants were soon
out of bed and in readiness to do something to arrest the destruction of their property.
Having no fire apparatus, however, the flames readily spread to Hipp' s Grocery store
and from thence to Joseph Gearing's Hotel, in part of which building is situated the
Town Hall. At this point it became necessary to take active measures to abate the
fire and Scovil's shoe and harness store was pulled down in time to save Mr. Jones's
brick building which is-occupied as a grocery store. This checked the spread of the
devouring element and confined it to the buildings named, all of which were completely
consumed. The loss as estimated this morning is between $15,000 and $20,000 which
will prove a heavy blow to this thriving little town."
It has been eighty-four years since this fire but it is still spoken of today, when
older members of the community speak of the past. It is doubtful that an eye-witness to
this fire is still living in this area. However, there are some living in Penfield today
who have heard eye-witnesses describe this fire and there is controversy concerning

the exact location of these buildings.
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According to a map published in 1872, the Marble Shop was located on the south side of
Penfield Road approximately 250 feet east of Five Mile Line Road, almost opposite the Penfield
Seminary. Mr. 1oOP.s's brick building was on the southeast corner of Penfield and Five Mile
Line Road. Hipp' s Grocery, Gearing's Hotel, formerly Lippincott Hotel, and Town Hall, and
Scovil's shoe and harness store were located somewhere between the Marble Shop and Mr.
1ones'sbuilding. The late 1ohn Fahrer recalled the citizens wetting down the roof of the building next to the Marble Shop with wet carpets to keep it from catching fire.
Rebuilding on the site began immediately and by 1878, when the town had recovered from
the loss, a Fire Company was again formed and remained active about seven years. Concerning
this company, Mr. Church wrote: "Calvin Owen was clerk of the company for many years .
Afterwards Charles Fellows was clerk. Among the active members were 1ut Cr ippen, Hi
Auchampaugh,George Porter, the Mans brothers, Bill Crane, Dod Markell, Marve Darling, and
a host of others that I haven't room to name."
The next year, in 1879, the Marsh Carriage Factory burned with a loss of $4,000 or
$5,000. This was located on the north side of Penfield Road about 325 to 350 feet west of
Five Mile Line Road. Several years later, in 1883, the Methodist Church was damaged by
fire with a loss of $300. In 1885 David E. Lamb's paper mill was destroyed: "Fire started
while Mill was closed for a couple of weeks for repairs. Question as to how it started
for there were no fires in it at the time or used for repair. Felt it might have been set.
Stone walls remained. It is the third time this mill has burned out. Probably will start
again." This mill was located on the site of the old Livingston Flouring Mills which burned in 1868. No estimate was made of the damage.
Through the years, since 1853, Old Betsy had continued to be housed in the Engine
·Room at the Presbyterian Church. However, by 1880, the Presbyterian Church organization had become non-existent in Penfield and the church building stood idle. In 1886
word spread that the property was to be purchased by the Lutheran Synod. Upon hearing
this, the citizens removed the engine house and Old Betsy to a site on the south side of
Engine Street, about 300 feet from Five Mile Line Road. (This street is now known as
Mott' s Lane.) Not long after this Old Betsy met her demise. Penfield's weekly newspaper
Midge described the accident as follows: "The hardest wind that has been known in this
vicinity for years passed through Penfield at about eight o'clock Tuesday evening, November 23rd. The people were generally startled, but the damage in the village was very
slight. While the gale was at its height the tall chimney on Mr. D. E. Lawless's paper
mill was blown down. The mill as originally built was five stories high. It had been burn- ,
ed three times, and each time one story was taken down, while the chimney was left stand~ng. In this way some twenty-seven feet of the walls were taken away and the tall chimney
had not been made secure. In the last fire the chimney had been weakened very much, so
that about thirty feet fell on Tuesday evening. It crashed through the roof and two floors,
loing considerable damage to the machinery, and carrying the Penfield fire engine, which
was on the second floor, with it. Had it occurred a moment before, or a moment after,
some of the hands would have been killed. As it was those, who a minute before, were
directly under where the chimney fell, had left their places. Mr. Lawless, who usually
occupies a position where he would have been killed, for the first time in a month was not
in bis place. Mr. Lawless has been very unfortunate with the mill. Twice the roof has
been blown off by the wind, and twice the mill has been burned and now this disaster has
come with a loss of $1500. Yet he bears up bravely and congratulates himself that no
lives were lost."
No one knows why Old Betsy was resting on the second floor of the mill instead of in
her berth at Engine Stre(!t. No one knows whether or not Mr. D. E. Lewis ever received
the $130 which he claimed was owed him for the fire engine. But everyone feels that during the forty-five years Old Betsy served Penfield she lived up to her motto "Ready and
Willing." She had served the first Fire Company of 1841, and the re-activated Company of
1853, as well as that of 1878.
Once again, Penfield was without any organized fire protection.

Cha,pter VI
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"CORINNE"
In 1887 two new Fire Companies were formed, a Ladder Company and a Hose Company. Mrs. William Erhardt has an issue of Midge dated Saturday, 1uly 10, 1887 which
described the festivities in the town on the formation of these companies: "The Fourth
commenced in Penfield with the ringing of the church bell at midnight. The spacious tent
was pitched m the shade of the trees on theM. E. church lawn and was patronized all day.
The street parade led by W. G. Eldredge and 1. W. 1 ones was a very creditable affair. The
Band fUled the first wagon to the utmost capacity, followed by another filled with ladies representing the different states of the Union. Miss Mary Harris representing the Goddess of
Liberty~ among them. Then came the Hose Company with sixteen men, then the Fire Company with eighteen men, the Hose cart and Engine being beautifully trimmed for the occasion. Then followed WUliam Hill and his little daughter Corinne for whom the Engine was
named, and twenty-seven carriages filled with citizens. The address of the day was delivered by Mr. McNabe. 1. H. Chadsey gave a brief address after which W. B. Ely read t.he
Declaration of Independence. The various races were had as programme~ and furnished a
vast amount of amusement for the crowd. A baseball game was played between a nine from
Penfield and one from Penfield Center, the latter winning the game. The display of fireworks and balloons was very successful. The dinner and supper were so well patronized
that the provisions gave out before all were satisfied, though a liberal supply of lemonade
and lee cream was not enough to supply the immense crowd of thirsty people. Altogether
the celebration was a great success and drew the largest crowd Penfield has ever seen, or
will see, untU another celebration. The receipts were two hundred and fifty-seven dollars~
The net receipts are not known as yet."

The engine referred to in the above article is the hand pumper which now stands in
the Fire Hall.

CORINNE
Mr. Auchampaugh and Mr. 1ones journeyed to Seneca Falls, New York in 1887 to purchase
this pumper, at a cost of $190. It was known as a piano-type pumper.

(16)

R_u_w_s&_v_~_c_o_··-------------~~

,_e_a___________

'l'WO .CYLINDEB CLOSE 'l'OP FOiCI P!JKP.
They are made with Brurcued .
Piston Rods, llrasa Plun·gers,
Va.Jves, and Stuffing Boxes.

The Valve at the bOttom of the
Cylinder is double, and ENTIRELY
N"t. w

in it'l construction, and can

be readily tripped, or opened, by
vreuing down the Lever until it
~triku the top of the air chamber.
The ))tculiar arlvantage of this

I>outu.F. VALVt! over the ordinary
one Is, th:U with the Single Valve
the pru11ure of the column is so
great all to make it difftcult (and .
in Pump~ of large ~ize nearly impos~ibl~) to trip it;_ yet by this
:trr;lngement th ~ additional Je,·erag:e here ohtain~d hy placing a
Sl!otAi,l. VALVF. in the top of the
:\lAIN VAL\ 'P".. render:s that pmce ~ !i pcrf~ctly easy and ;l)wapl
cert:1.in.

By ~imply turninl{ the cock at
the hottnm of the Air-chamher,
and tnvpmg the small Valve at the l>ottom of the Cylinder, the water in the Pump
Ia at once discharged, thu11 entlre.ly preventin~t the Pump from freezing.
This Pump Is t~~imple In its construction, not liable to .:et out of order1 and by
the direr.tne~tll of Ita action, and conaequent freetlom from friction Is a most
2PPICIENT AND POWP.ItP"UL PUMP,

1

At an ANTI·PKY.EXtsu SUCTION AND FoRCF. Puwr, It haA no equal
We also make them with Uras11 Cylinders, and the entire working ~rtions of
the Pump of the tame material, when so ordered,

Specifications for this pump, contained in
a catalog of the Rumsay Pump Company of Seneca
Falls, dated 1870-72, show it had a 4" piston, 6~"
stroke, 2~" intake, and li" discharge. It is described as "34 RPM" which, presumably, means
35 strokes on the brake would deliver 25 to 35 gallons of water per minute. If the pump were operated faster it would deliver more. However, the
catalog shows a much larger body, storage tank,
and wheels, than those of Corinne. Overall bOdy
dimensions of Corinne are 25" wide, 60" long. The
depth of the well where pump was located was 14"
deep by 28~" long. It had a 12" diameter capstan
or hose reel 15" wide. The wheels are of wood.
The rear wheel being 24" in diameter and the front
wheels 20" in diameter. The brakes were 6' 3"
long and 2~" in diameter.
Inasmuch as the Rumsay firm organized in 1864,
it is quite evident that the pump on Corrine was .one
of their earliest models, built between the years
1865-72 and that the body and running gear was built
by one of the several companies doing business in
Seneca Falls at that time, building pump bodies and
wheels.
According to the catalog the cost for the pump
only was $80. There was an additional charge of
$20 for the walking beam and folding brakes which
accomodate six to eight men. The larger models

shown in the catalog, about two or two and a half times as large as Corinne, sold for a price
of $550 to $750, depending upon the amount of equipment on them. It has been ascertained
that a pumper the size of Corinne sold for a price of $250 to $275. The fact that Penfield's
Pumper was not purchased until 1887 at a price much less than list price leads to the conclusion it came to Penfield as a piece of second-hand equipment.
Little Corinne Bill, for whom the engine was named, was the daughter of William Bill
who, with his brother Bart, operated a Grist Mill located on the west side of Washington
Street, along the north side of Irondequoit Creek. The races referred to in the newspaper
article included wheelbarrow race, horse races along Penfield Road, and foot races. There
were such_ competitive sports as attempting to cllmb a greased pole, the $5 gold piece at the
top being the ..Prize, and atte~pting to catch a greased plg, the pig being the prize.
The little Engine House, in use nearly 35 years, was in a state of disrepair. Before Corto make repairs which were
tatamount to rebuilding. However, some of the original structure was allowed to remain.

inne could be housed. there it was necessary for the firemen

It is quite possible the little Pumper traveled to many small fires throughout the vicinity
in the next few years, and perhaps some greater ones, but there has been mention of only two
fires from 1887 until 1892, both of these being on the 1. K. Lincoln property. Some of the men
who worked with the early Pumper were Barney Salmon, 1oseph Schnitzer, Clayton Van Ostrand,
and F. E. Ockenden, Sr. In later years Winfield Furman recalled that, as a small boy, he saw
the Pumper in action in 1888 when the Lincoln home burned. Tide Church wrote that the 1. K.
Lincoln barn burned Monday October 10, 1892 and that on Tuesday, October 18, while working
for Mr. Lincoln, he took the fire engine ~p to the village. The fact that the pumper remained on
the Lincoln property from the lOth to the 18th indicates the Fire Company had disintegrated.
No meetings were being held, but they did fight fires.

Chapter _VI I
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1890- 1907
By 1890, the population of Penfield had dropped back to 2,845, approximately that of 1840,
while Rochester's population increased to 110,000. Despite this drop, bY, 1895 Penfield Seminary had become a first class &rade school.
For the next nine years no serious fires were recorded but on June 4, 1899 a store owned
and operated by Frank Ockenden, Sr. was destroyed by fire. It was a frame building on the
south side of Penfield Road, about sixty feet east of Five Mile Line Road, and was the former
site of a store and Hall detroyed by the big fire of 1876. This building was constructed about
1878 and originally was used as a carriage shop by Frank Haskell. Later it became the property of Jacob Stenner, Sr., who enlarged it by constructing an addition on the west side which
extended nearly to the brick building .on the corner of the Five Mile Line Road. When ownership passed to Frank Ockenden, Sr., he operated a grocery store in the original section and the
addition was occupied by E. Rockefeller who operated a harness shop, and by Henry Baker who
operated a combination barber shop and shoe repair business. The entire second story was
given over to a pool room operated by Al Hipp.

The fire carried over into the brick building on the
corner, owned by George Raymond. The west wall
of the brick building was pushed down by a group of
citizens who feared its collapse would result in loss
of life. Only the east wall remained standing.

'-~"11~"'t4:t.,..H

Mr. Raymond hired a group of local boys to collect
and clean the bricks and they were then used in the
new building. The original building had a gable roof
but the new building was given a flat roof. The amount
of damage is unkown.

FIRE OF 1899
Six weeks after th~ Ockenden fire, on July 17,1899 a new Fire Company was formed and on
September 4, Labor Day, a celebration for the benefit of the Company was held. Mr. Church
wrote "Everything went off very well and was very successful." Mr. Charles Wolfe recalls
the members of the Band used the little firehouse on Engine Street for band practice and when
the new Fire Company was formed he made plans to purchase an instrument and join the band.
However, the Fire Company was very short-lived, it remained in existence about six months
and the Band broke up before he could become a member. It was during this time that the little
firehouse and Pumper were removed from Engine Street and placed at the rear of the building
housing the Penfield Academy on Penfield Road.
Conversation with Mr. Edwin Schermerhorn, concerning the rise and fall of these various
Fire Companies of the past, reveals some of the problems with which they were confronted.
For example, he recalled a 4th of July celebration in which they attempted to wet down the
buildings as a fire prevention measure, in anticipation of the fireworks display planned for the
evening. Within fifteen minutes after they started to pump water from the well, or cistern, on
the northeast corner of Penfield and Five Mile Line Roads, the supply was depleted. This lack
of water supply is a good indication of the cause of Penfield's tremendous fire losses prior to
1910.
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The well, or cistern, referred to was located 75 to 80 feet east of Five Mile Line Road, 25
to 30 feet in from Penfield Road. This is the approximate location of the former Shoecraft
Tavern and, quite likely, was the old foundation of the Tavern, roofed over, with rain water being channeled from neighboring structures as an emergency water supply in case of fire.
It was not until 1907 that another serious fire claimed the attention of the community.
"West Penfield home destroyed by fire on February 12. On monday morning, about 9 o'clock,
the inhabitants were startled by cries of "fire" over the telephone as it rang from residence to
resi~ence, telling them that Roeside was in flames. A bucket brigade was quickly formed by
the neighbors and friends from, near and far to give assistance in saving the house if possible;
but on account of the stiff north wind, it was but a few minutes when the tongue of fire had enveloped the brick part and sealed its doom, in spite of anything brave hearts and hands could
do. All attention was then turned to removing the furniture from both departments, Mr. Ed
Herman's, the tenant, and Mr. Roe's side .. The Webster Fire Department responded promptly
and rendered all assistance with their chemicals they could but it was too late. The families
were provided for by kind friends. Mr. Blanchard taking Mrs. Herman and her three small
children to Fred Herman's, and Adelbert Brown taking Mrs. Roe and family to his home. In
about an hour the north brick wall fell in. Then with poles and timbers the east and west sides
were knocked down to prevent accident. Louis Herman and Fred Herman opened their homes
to store the furniture from the snow and weather. The case is particularly a sad one as Mrs.
Roe is an invalid, having been ill for ten months of rheumatism and her little granddaughter,
Mildred Caswell, is just recovering from scarlet fever and the house was under quarantine.
At present writing they are both getting along nicely under the trying circumstances, to the joy
of their friends." This residence was located on the west side of Scribner Road, 700 feet north
of Plank Road.

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE DISTRICT OF PENFIELD
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1910
Charter

Me~

CHIEF: EDWIN A. THOMPSON
LUTHER M. BACHMAN

HENRY KOEHLER

C. E. SHUSTER

FRANK BARNES

JAMES LE BARR

HENRY SMITH

W.W.BOWN

ARLIE LUDWIG

JOHN F. SMITH

ROY CRIPPEN

E. S. LUDWIG

JOHN W. SMITH

GEORGE DAKE

HARRY LUDWIG

JACOB STENNER, JR.

CHARLES F. DUBBS

LEWIS LUDWIG

EGBERT THOMPSON

PAUL B. ERHARDT

WENDELL J. MEAD

MARTIN TOBIN

G. H. FERNAAYS

JACOB MYERS

CHARLESJ.URCKFITZ

MYRON FINKLE

JOHN POPPOON

CLAYTON VAN OSTRAND

CHARLESB.GEBHARDT

LOUIS POPPOON

WILLIAM L. VOGT

FRANK GOODMAN

CHARLES RICH

JACOB W. WElCHER

CLARENCE HARTUNG

M.C.RYAN

GROVER C. WESTERMAN

GEORGE HARTUNG

E.P.SCHERMERHORN

CHARLES

CLYDE HIPP

C. E. SCHLEGEL

GEORGE WOLFE

C. A. KELLEY

ANDREW SHARP

WILLIAM WOLFE

WOL~

Membership 1910- 1915

JOHN AMMON

WALTER GOODMAN

FRANK SCHRADER

CRAWFORD BACHMAN

CHARLES HARTUNG

JOHN SCHRADER

FRED BAHLER

BYRON JETTY, JR.

CLARENCE SCHUTT

GEORGE BAHLER

ROY JETTY

NELSON L. SHARP

ERNEST A. BITTNER

HOWARD KALER

HERMAN SIPPEL

RALPH BITTNER

MAX KIER

CLINTON! SMITH

CHARLESJ.BOURNE

DAVID KITTS

FRANK W. SMITH

C. R.BOURNE

ROY LEHR

LA VERNE SMITH

EARL BOURNE

GEORGE LEONARD, JR.

THEODORE STENNER

ROMAN BRAHLER

TRACY LORD

HARVEY SUTTON

DAVID BUEG

FREDERICK LUDWIG

HARVEY THOMAS

E. CHAPMAN

ffiVING LUDWIG

L.TROUTMAN

FRANK DEGMAN

RAYMOND LUDWIG

OSCAR TROWELL

HENRY DEVLIN, JR.

JAMES MCGOWAN

LELAND URCKFITZ

ROBERT DEVLIN

ELDON MCQUOID

MERTON WAGNER

P. DE WOLF, JR.

BENJAMIN MINDNICH

WILLIAM WAGNER

FRED DOSER

FRANK OCKENDEN, JR.

LEE WELKLEY

EDWARD FERNAA YS

RAYMOND OTIS

GORDON WOLFER

WINFIELD FURMAN

HENRY ROSENBAUM

CHARLES GERLACH

CARL TON ROTHFUSS

GROVER GERLACH

JOSEPH M. SCHNITZER, JR.

~

.. ·,.
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1910 VOLUNTEERS and BAND- 1st ROW: Jacob Stenner, Frank Goodman, Jacob Welcher,
James LaBarr, Henry Rosenbaum, Grover Westerman, Winfield Furman, Henry Ludwig,
Morris Thompson, James McGowan, Joseph Schnitzer, Jr., Herman Sippel, Walter Goodman, Fred Bahler, John Ammon. 2nd ROW: John Poppoon, Frank Ockenden, Jr., William
Wagner, Merton Wagner, Eldon McQuoid, Byron Jetty, Jr., Carl Binder, Allison Westerman, Ernest Bittner, Crawford Bachman. Howard Kaler. BANNER GffiLS: Una Ludwig,
Hazel Ludwig. BACK ROW: Luther Bachman, Andrew Gerlach, Peter Gleichauf, David Bueg,
Charles Wolfe, Charles Gerlach, Fred Ludwig, Charles Hartung, John Smith, Edward Kier,
Arthur Kelley, Benjamin Mindnich, Lee Welkley, Frank Degman, William Vogt, Louis Ludwig, Max Kier, Roy Lehr.
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1910 COMPANY
~§ early as 1876, the City of Rochester had a system of Underground water supply with
which to fight fire. It was known as the Holly System. It was nof until 1910 when Andrew Bown,
of Penfield, became a director of the Rochester and Lake Ontario Water Company, that Penfield
availed itself of the R & LO water supply and formed a Water Commission. Members of the
commission were W. W. Bown, Frank Ockenden, Sr., and Horace Ranney.

Hydrants were installed and water was pumped into Penfield. The population had now increased to 2,977. A new Fire Company was organized and a Fire District established.
On 1uly 26, 1910 the Water Commissioners of Penfield Water District No. 1 received the
follOWing communication:
·

"This is to inform your Honorable Body that Penfield Hose Company No. 1 has been duly
organized pursuant to law for the purpose of extinguishing fires and protection of property
within said Water District. The said Hose Company being subject to the direction and control
of your Honorable Body, hereby tenders its services as such Hose Company for the aforesaid
purposes, and requests that adequate Hose and other equipment sufficient for effective fighting of fires, together with a building for housing such equipment, and holding the meetings and
drill of the Company, be furnished as early as practicable.
In furtherance of the above request the said Hose Company further tenders the assistance
of any or all of its membership in the collection of information and means for procurement
and use of the aforesaid equipment and building to the end that the property within the District
may have efficient and adequate protection against loss or damage of fire. All of which is
Respectfully submitted,
PENFIELD HOSE COMPANY, NO. 1
By C. L. Shuster
President

~XCELSIOR HOSE CO., Penfield, N.Y. - REAR: L toR- Raymond Otis, Edmond Schermernorn, George Dake, Carlton Bown, Roman Brahler, Horace Warner, Martin Tobin, Grover
Westerman, J'ohn Poppoon· - FRONT: - L toR- George Bahler, Arthur Kelley, James LaBarr,
Charles Rich, Ernest Bittner, Crawford Bachman, Gordon Wolfer - - BANNER BOYS: L ToR
Robert Devlin, Jr., Earl Bourne.
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Upon receiving this formal offer of service, the members of the Water Commission referred the matter to the members of Penfield's Town Board, with the recommendation that
the persons whose names they submitted be appointed as members of a Volunteer Fire Department for the Fire District of Penfield . The members of the 'Fown Board. complied with
the request and appointed forty-seven men as Charter Members.
Several years prior to this time, and after Penfield Seminary had become a first class
grade school, a new building to house the school was erected on the Five Mile Line Road. As
a result, the Water Commission was enabled to purchase the Old Seminary building for the
sum of $1500, to be used as a Firehouse.

ACME HOOK & LADDER CO., Penfield, N.Y. -REAR: L toR- Carlton Rothfuss, Frank
Schrader, F rank Ockenden, J'r., William Vogt, Louis Poppoon, William Schutt, Winfield Furman, Raymond Ludwig, Charles Hartung. FRONT: L toR- Luther Bachman, Frank Goodman,
Charles Bourne, Peter DeWolf, lr., Henry Devlin, J'r., J'oseph M. Schnitzer, J'r., Orrie Smith,
Fred Bahler. BANNER BOYS: - L toR- Sterling Bittner, Gilbert Barney.

'·,
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HOSE CART

Three pieces of handdrawn equipment-- two hose carts and a hook and ladder truck-were purchased. This equipment was built by George Ano of East Rochester. Field days
were held to raise money for the Company and sixty new uniforms were purchased. Before
the year was over, eight new names appeared on the roster of the Hose Company #1.
The "Field Days" of the early i900's were participated in not only by the citizens of Penfield·
but by Fire Companies and their families from neighboring towns. Usually, the day began with
a parade early in the morning, in which appeared Fi.refighters and apparatus from East Roch-

ester, Fairport, Webster, Pittsford and Brighton, each with its own band. Tents were erected
on the school grounds on Five Mile Line Road and the women of Penfield prepared food and
served meals all day. The bandsmen assembled in the apple orchard on the east side of Five
Mlle Line Road about six or seven hundred feet north of Liberty Street. It was adjacent to the
school grounds and about three hundred feet in from the road. There they took turns supplying
the music for the day. The visiting firefighters engaged in various competitive events, tug-of. war, etc. similar to present-day tournaments, while their womenfolks cheered them on, between
their renewals of friendships with old friends and neighbors. For the children there were var•
ious types of games and, of course, the popular numbered wheels on which chances for a prize
were sold. (Candy wheel, doll and stuffed animal wheels, etc.) Not all were games of chance,
some were outright sales, such as items of needlework, groceries and various other items
which met with popular appeal. The main event of the afternoon, of course, was a Ball game.
The people of Penfield had a long history of keen interest in the playing of the game. Mr.
Thompson recalls the Ball Diamond located on the west side of Five Mile Line Road, 400 feet
north of Edgewood Drive. He has mentioned the names of men who gained great renown in the
past for their talent at this sport, as having journeyed to Penfield to defend their laurels. It
is doubtful that, as the Field Day ended and the visiting firefighters returned home with their
hand-drawn equipment, much. in the way of clean-up took place that day.
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On October 17, 1910 the Fire Company was called out to fight what appears to be their
first fire. A newspaper account reads: "PENFIELD FIRE LADDIES SUBDUE SMALL
BLAZE. About 10 o'clock Wednesday morning, a fire broke out in the old Eldridge Block,
starting from the rear end of the block, around the chimney upstairs • Slight damages were
done as the new fire department which has just been organized were very quick in reaching
the fire in time. A great many did not leave their work. They had forgotten about the Methodist Church bell being the alarm and they arrived too late." This building was on the site
of the former Globe Building.
"Ted" Thompson was the first Chief of the 1910 Company. Harry Ludwig was the first
secretary. Charles Wolfe was first captain of the Hose Company and Harry J:,udwig, first
captain of the Hook and Ladder Company. Soon E. P. Schermerhorn, who was to replace
Harry Ludwig as secretary, and lohn Poppoon were busy nominating additional members. By
the close of 1910 sixteen additional men had come into the Company. They were passed on by
a committee made up of C. M. Rich~ C. H. VanOstrand, and Frank Goodman. During 1912 no
new names were add,d but the Acme Hook & Ladder Company of Penfield, as well as the Excelsior Hose Company, joined the Northern Central New York Volunteer Firemen's Association on lune 12 of that year. In 1913 four additional men were accepted into the Company.
That this Fire Company was very succes.sful in subduing fire is eviden~ by the fact that
there were no serious fires of record in Penfield after the Eldridge fire, until the D. T. Lawless Paper Mill burned in 1924. Along with greater facilities for fighting fires the men were
conscious of the need of education in prevention of fire, and a new system for "Alarm" was
devised. A steel tire from a locomotive wheel was hung by a chain in the cupola atop the
firehouse • When struck by a heavy hammer the sound carried quite satisfactorily in the
quiet community. Although the equipment was hand-drawn, as in the past, because of progress in other lines neighboring communities could be given aid by Penfield's equipment, as
has been shown in an article written several years later: "These pieces of equipment were
used until 1920 when the memorable fire at the Vinegar Works in Fairport took place. The
carts were hooked behind the Penfield-Rochester bus, the members of the fire company
crowded into the bus, and the whole 'shebang' took off for the fire in Fairport. " Walter
Goodman recalis vividly how it fell to his lot to sit on the back of the bus that day and hang on
to one of the carts as it was being hauled along. The chiefs who guided the fortunes of this
Company include Charles Wolfe, lohn Poppoon, Arthur Kelly, Frank Goodman, and Theodore
Stenner.
Some of the original members left the Company and in 1914 thirteen additional men were
accepted. Carl Rothfuss was •secretary. In 1915 nine more names were added to the roster,
and lacob Stenner, lr. was serving as treasurer of the Company.
The only mention of fire from 1910 until 1916 is found in the records of the East Penfield
Baptist Church, dated luly 31, 1916: "The Church building was destroyed by fire, nothing remained but the four walls." Records dated September 13, 1917 read: "The rebuilt East Penfield Church was dedicated."
On April 6, 1917, when the United States became involved in World War I, the population of
Penfield was approximately 2,967. Among the men who were called to serve their country in
this war were several members of the Fire Department. Those not called upon to leave their
homes were involved in the grim business of war work,. in industry and agriculture. The Fire
Company, as an organization, became inactive. They still fought fires but no longer held meetings nor social events.
On November 11, 1918, when the Armistice was signed, the men of Penfield began their
homeward journey. Because of their experiences with modern equipment, particularly firefighting equipment, they were no longer content with the antiquated tools which were in use at
home.

By 1920 the population had dropped to 2,087, a loss of nearly one-third of its former population.
The year 1921 saw the end of hand·drawn equipment, when the Water Commissioners purchased .the first motorized vehicle. It was a Hudson passenger car, previously owned by Frank
Ockenden, Sr. The body was removed and it was driven to Brooklyn, New York by Carl Stub-
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bing, accompanied by George J'etty, where two chemical tanks were installed. It was a big day
in Penfield when the vehicle arrived by rail at East Rochester. Ameal Schaufelberger, accompanied by Harland Hofer who drove the converted vehicle along the roads lined with townspeople, delivered the equipment to the Fire House. In preparation for the coming revitalization
of the Fire Company, it was decided that something must be done to give more resonance to
the alarm appliance, as it had never quite lived up to expectations. Consequently, William Erhardt, Byron J'etty, J'r. Frank Goodman, and others, mounted the cupola and cut out a three inch
section from the steel tire. The alarm rang out, full and clea~.
J'ubilation over the new equipment ·caused little Corinne, and the building in which she was
housed, to fall into an apathetic state • Soon they were in danger of falling prey to juvenile
exuberance , Therefore, Mr. Fred Hofer assumed responsibility for, and guardianship of1the
house and engine and they were removed to the rear of his property at 1802 Penfield Road,
where today stands the little Firehouse.
On October 7, 1922 residents in the northwest part of Penfield met to form the Float Bridge
Volunteer Fire Association and on February 3, 1923 a petition was recorded by George E.
Schermerhorn, Town Clerk, which read: "The Float Bridge Volunteer Fire Association of P~n
field have at their last meeting October 7, 1922, adopted a resolution for the benefit of all concerned, and recommended by the Fire Underwriters, that we petition all property owners in
and around our district to be known as fire Zone No .•• located at Float Bridge.

Committee: J'ohn A. Guenther, Financial Secretary
Emil Spies, Treasurer and Chief
J'ohn Nordorf, President
Signatures:
Wilhelmina Spies
Chas. Bradford
Bolestow Chwiechio
Fred Guertler
Albert Sharp
P. 1. Malan
Mary Beisiegel

Edward Slingerland
Wm. H. llles
Frank E. Kramer
Geo. F. Spies
Edward Schnepf
Louise Schnepf
1 ohn L. Phillips

Mrs . J'. M. Gerstner
Mrs. Geo. F. Spies
Mrs. Minnie Morrill
J'ohn D. Volk
New York State Railways
(A. R. Guelich, Land Tax Agent)

The effort made to form this association was unsuccessful.
On May 4, 1923, the Fire Company was called upon to subdue a fire which started in dry
grass and crept close to a large strawstack near a barn, on the farm of William Nichols, at
2567 Browncroft Boulevard. When they arrived'at the scene and surveyed the situation a call
was sent to East Rochester for additional aid but, as the location was ·out of their district, the
East Rochester firemen could not respond. In the meantime, neighbors' and· friends of the Nichols family joined the firemen and under their direction, together, they succeeded in moving
the strawstack to a location which was out of the danger area. A call for aid sent to the Webster
Fire Company was answered and close watch was kept on all buildings. The grass fire was -subdued, eventually, and the quick-thinking and skill of the firefighters in performing this difficult
task resulted in saving the buildings.

It was 17 months later at 6:00A.M., on October 25, 1924 that the Firemen were called to
the disastrous fire which completely destroyed the D. T. Lawless Paper Mill. This was the
fourth time the Lawless Mill was destroyed by fire. Recent conversation with Mr. Michael Lawless has disclosed that none of the buildings was insured at any time, resulting in complete loss
to the firm. The Rochester Fire Department, as well as those of neighboring towns, assisted the
Penfield Fire Company but the blaze had gained such headway before aid arrived that all efforts
proved futile •.
By the year 1925 the population of Penfield was 3,259, an increase of over 15 percent, but
the firefighters still were without organized meetings or social events. The converted Hudson
had served the townspeople very well but by 1928 it showed the result of the great demands
which had been made upon it. Having been designed and constructed for passenger service,
conversion to a tank carrier was a tremendous strain upon the vehicle.
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On J'une 22, 1928 a severe electrical storm passed over Penfield, with lightning simultaneously
firing two barns on separate farms on the Five Mile Line Road. The first call for help was received from 1ohn LeRoy whose farm was located on the west side of Five Mile Line Road, about 375 feet south of Gebhardt Road. In responding to this call, the firemen experienced mechanical difficulty with the Hudson as it could not negotiate the uphill ,grade of the road. They
were forced to abandon the truck at a point about 100 feet south of ·the property. Two members
of the Brighton Fire Company, William Keller and 1ohn Hartfeld, happened along at the time
and assisted the Penfield men in pulling the hose from the truck and hauling it up to the hydrant
nearest the LeRoy farm. Despite all efforts, the barn was completely destroyed but buildings
in close proximity to the fire were saved.

Close upon the first call, came another for aid at the farm of Arthur Gaston, located on
the west side of Five Mile Line Road, 1200 feet north of Embury Road. Penfield firemen were
helpless to answer the call and West Webster Fire Company responded. As there was no water source available, the barn was completely destoyed. Loss amounted to $10,000.
It had been ten or twelve years since steps were taken to revive the 1910 Company but
the need for new equipment now brought to many of the people the realization that if they were
to acquire new equipment an active organization would be a necessary adjunct. Consequently
on December 14, 1929, a meeting was held for the purpose of organization. Jacob Stenner was
appointed chairman, 1ohn Poppoon, secretary. It was decided that the Rules and By-Laws of
the 1910 Company would be accepted, with a few amendments.

The boundaries of the Fire District were to be the same as thos~ of Water District #1,
namely:-- north to a point approximately 100 feet beyond Gebhardt Road, and south to the Town
line, east to several hundred feet east of Baird Road, and west to a point where the old'Pen. field Road is intersected by Washington St.
The Company was to be known as the Penfield Fire Company of Water District -#1:. A committee made up of Roy J'etty, Frank Goodman, and David Kitts was instructed to recommend
potential members, the total number not to exceed thirty men.
When the names of these members had been selected 1 ohn Poppoon, representing the Water.
Commission, appeared before the Town Board and discussed the re-activation of the Fire
Company.
A meeting of taxpayers was held on December 27 for the purpose of approving the names
selected and the Charter Members were then duly appointed by the Town Board.

PE:NFIE·LD - FIRE COMPANY
of
WATER DISTRICT NO. 1
1929

I

Charter Members

GEORGE BECKER

.JAMES LA BARR

GEORGE DAKE

.JAMES MCGOWAN

WILLIAM ERHARDT

.JOSEPH NEWMAN

WINFIELD FURMAN

.JOHN POPPOON

FRANK GOODMAN

LOUIS POPPOON

J'OHN GROSSER

EDWARD RITZENTHALER

ARTHUR HARRIS

DONALD SIPPLE

* CLARENCE SMITH

CHARLES E. HARTUNG

:r.

CLAUDE HESLOR

CLINTON

CHARLES .JACOBS

.JACOB STENNER

BYRON .JETTY, .JR.

THEODORE STENNER

ROY .JETTY

CLARENCE TOBIN

IRVING KIER

HENRY VERHAG

DAVID KITI'S

MERTON L. WAGNER

CLETUS 1. LA BARR

VINCENT J. WAGNER

SMITH

1929 - · 1933
WILLIAM BACH, .JR.

FLOYD .JETTY

J'OHN DIXON

EDWARD IQER. .

.JOHN FAHRER

MELVIN KAISER

THEODORE HENNINGS

CLARENCE NABOR

CLARENCE TAFT

·* Died whiie ~ ·~¢M.ber

PENFIELD FIRE COMPANY OF WATER DISTRICT NO. 1
CHIEF
ROY J'ETTY, 1929 -1933

ASSJSTANT CHIEF:
Winfield· Furman, 1929 - 1931
Frank Goodman, 1931 - 1932
William Erhardt, 1932 - 1933

CAPTAIN:
David Kitts, 1929 - 1931
Theodore Stenner, 1931 - 1932
Claude Heslor, 1932 - 1933

LIEUTENANT:
William Erhardt, 1929 - 1931
Claude Heslor, 1931 - 1932
J'ohn Grosser, 1932 - 1933
PRESIDENT
J'AMES McGOWAN, 1929 - 1933
VICE PRESIDENT:
J'acob Stenner, 1929 - 1930
Merton Wagner, .1931- 1932
Edward Ritzenthaler, 1932 - 1933

SECRETARY:
Louis Poppoon, 1929 - 1932
Clarence Nabor, 1932 - 1933

TREASURER:
Byron J'etty, J'r., 1929 - 1932
J'acob Stenner, 1932 - 1933

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Edwin Ritzenthaler, 1929 - 1933
Henry Verhag, 1932 - 1033
Melvin Kaiser, 1932 - 1933

loseph Newman, 1929 - 1930
George Becker, 1929 - 1931
lohn Grosser, 1929 - 1932

COMMITTEES
FINANCE:
Frank Goodman
Clarence Smith
William Erhardt

INQUIRY:
Edward Ritzenthaler
J'acob Stenner
Clarence Tobin

SICKNESS: Cletus LaBarr

ENTERTAlNMENT:
George Becker
Byron J'etty, J'r.
· Donald Sipple
Irving Kier
Cletus LaBarr

NORTHERN CENTRAL VOLUNTEER .FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION
DELEGATES:
Roy J'etty, 1930 - 1931
Louis Poppoori, 1930 - 1931
J'ohn Poppoon, 1932 - 1933
Charles J'acobs, 1932 ..; 1933

ALTERNATES:
J'ohn Ii'ahrer, 1930 - 1931
George Becker, 1930 - 1931
·Merton Wagner, 1932 - 1933
J'oseph Newman, 1932 - 1933

Chapter I X

.
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1929 COMPANY

Early in 1anuary, 1930, members of the newly organized Fire Company met for election of
officers. In the meantime, the members of the Water Commission were discussing with the
Town Board the best method of raising funds for the purchase of new equipment. Eventually,
it was decided to purchase a i929 American La France water pumper of 550 gallon capacity.
1acob Stenner, who had been treasurer of the 1910 Company, turned over to the treasurer the
sum of $336.20 which remained in the old treasury. This was applied toward the sum of $7,029
which the Water Commissioners paid for the new 1929 American LaFrance pumper.

--

AMERICAN LaFRANCE TRUCK

One of the first alarms received, after acquisition of the new pumper, covered a fire on the
property of George Bahler of Washington Street, at Perinton-Penfield Town Line • The house
on this property was situated in the Town of Penfield and the barn in the Town of Perinton.
Firemen from both these towns fought the fire but the barn was destroyed. Damage was estimated between $6,000 and $7,000.
Reference to another fire in 1930 is found in a Fairport newspaper. It describes the fire
as being on the Fisk property which was located on the south side of Penfield Road, 450 feet
west of Huber Road, but extent of damage or number of buildings involved is unknown.
The last five years had brought about another increase in population, the figure now showed
3,306, and with it had come the necessity for a system of alarm which would serve the expanding area. As a result the first siren was purchased and installed atop the Masonic Building
located at the northeast corner of Penfield and Five Mile Line Roads, where it remained for
several years. During the winter months dances were held to raise funds for the Company, and
a 2% fire tax was paid back by the Insurance Companies.
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1930 CHEVROLET TRUCK
Before long a 1930 Chevrolet truck was purchased and fitted with the ebemlcal taDks from
the old Hudson arid first appointments were made •
·
HOSE:
George Becker
1ohn Grosser
Irving Kier
Cletus LaBarr
loseph Newman
Louis Poppoon
Donald Sipple
Clarence Smith
Clinton Smith
Merton Wagner

CHEMICAL & LADDERS:
George Dake
Charles lacobs
lames McGowan
lacob Stenner
Theodore Stenner
Clarence Tobin
Henry Verhag

TRAFFIC CoNTROL:
lohn Fahrer
Edwin Ritzenthaler
SUCTION LINES & HYDRANT:
lames LaBarr
Ciaude Heslor
lohri Poppoon

Although the old Excelsior Hose, and Acme Hook and Ladder Companies had become affiliated with the Northern Central Firemen's Association in 1912, they had never been closely
associated with the organization. This may be accounted for by the fact that Penfield was so
long in acquiring motorized equipment. It is quite likely most of the ideas and methods inculcated by the Association could not be carried out in Penfield. However, with two new pieces
of equipment, they felt they could very well profit by greater attention being paid to the aims
of the Association. Consequently, Roy letty and Louis Poppoon were elected as first delegates
to be sent to the N.C.V.F .A's convention with lohn Fahrer and George Becker as alternates.
. The men who were guiding this Fire Company were determined to create in the mind of
the public the respect and loyalty necessary for the proper functioning of this public service.
Badges, coats, and caps were purchased for the members, but each supplied his own trousers.
In August the old custom of a "Field Day" was revived and it was held on the school grounds
during the day and the fireball grounds at night. If it lacked some of the color and rural atmosphere of the 1910 days the townspeople were cognizant of the fact that a little nostalgia usually
trails the path of progress. The firemen took part in the Field Days at Port Byron, and at
Chili, some of the members also performing with the Western New York Volunteer's Band.
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In January of 1931 the Penfield Fire Company became affiliated with the Monroe County
Volunteer Firemen's Association. Shortly thereafter they conducted, jointly with Walworth
firemen, a Minstrel Show. James McGowan was chairman of the affair. On two successive
nights, later in the year, they conducted, jointly with Gates-Chili, another show and they ap, peared in a convention parade at Lyons, New York.
In August of that year the first siren was purchased for the chemical apparatus. They also
acquired a Club Room, purchasing the furnishings from Smith & Lotze. The McKinley Circle
presented them with an American Flag. During the year the members were saddeJ?.ed bythe
death of one of their charter members, Mr. Clarence Smith, and sent Resolutions to his family.

The next year John Poppoon and Charles Jacobs were chosen as delegates to the NCVFA
convention at Clyde, New York, with Merton Wagner and Joseph Newman as alternates. Several members had joined the Western New York Volunteer's Band and they, with the other members, marched in a colorful parade. The Verhag twins, Dorothy and Rita, were Banner Girls.
During the year Clarence Tobin acted as chairman of the weekly dances to raise funds, and a
basketball team was sponsored. Feelings of fraternity, and a broadening sense of brotherhood,
prompted the Penfield Company to make their first contribution to the Firemen's Home in Hudson, New York, and this has become an annual contribution . They also requested the Water
Commissioners to obtain information on fighting chimney fires and the purchase of First Aid
Kits. The only recorded fires for this year were one on March 2 when the home of A. Merrill
Watson was destroyed by fire, and a blaze on September 16 at the home of Mrs. Genevieve
Northrop.
The Watson residence was one of the old landmarks of Penfield, having been built in 1824 ·
by the grandfather of Mr. Watson. A short-circuit in wiring was believed to be the cause of th~
fire. Damage .was estimated at $12,000. A newspaper account reads: "Six persons, including
four children, were driven into the rain last night and firemen from four communities fought a
desperate battle as flames leveled the old Watson homestead at Salt and Tract Roads,(now
Plank Road) in Penfield. Early this morning firemen were still working to prevent sparks from
igniting the barns." Flames had gained such headway before the fire was discovered by the
Watson family that fire companief? from Webster, West Webster, Penfield, and Ontario succeeded only in saving some of the furniture. Flames billowing high into the sky brought spectators
from miles away and deputies were kept working rapidly to straighten out traffic.
The blaze at the Northrop home, 2011 Five Mile Line Road, was quickly subdued by the
Fire Company. Damage was estimated at $500.
Early the next year the members of the Water Commission, George Leonard, John Poppoon
and John Fahrer petitioned the Town Board for authority to aid a city, village, town, or another
fire district, etc., and to be allowed the same immunities and privileges as though performing
this s.e rvice in their own Fire District. Permission was given. The Fire Company also sought
monetary aid from the Town Board for the maintenance and purchase of fire equipment. They
volunteered to keep filled the fire extinguishers in the school. The economic depression of the
early 1930's, following the stock-market "crash" of 1929, had greatly affected channels of revenue formerly employed by the Fire Company. All activity had been curtailed. They marched in only one ;'firemen's" parade and that was at Holley, New York. However, they made a
very good showing ·when they marched in the NRA parade at Rochester, a parade which started
at 7:30 P. M. with the last line of marchers passing the rev~ewing stands at 2:00 A. M. (NRA
parades were conducted in 1933 in most cities of any size throughout the United States. The
idea was conceived by President Franklin D. Roosevelt ,as a morale-booster during this year
of deepest depression. )
On a Sunday night in 1934 the former Parmenter House, on the north side of Whalen Road,
400 feet west of Baird Road, was destroyed by fire. Loss was estimated to be about $5,000.
At the time of the fire the house was owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Howie and family.
Their son Roy, a boy of fourteen, tried to hurry a fire by pouring an inflammable liquid on
smouldering wood, resulting in an explosion. The house and contents were lost. Penfield firemen, assisted by East Rochester firemen, kept the flames from spreading to other buildings
with water pumped from a creek 800ft. from the burning building. 'Appeals for food, clothing,
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and furniture were made over the radio by Al Sigl and his appeal was quickly answered. The
family moved into the east end of what was called the "Old Mill" on their farm and which had
Qeen remodeled into a home for thei~ married daughter. For several days traffic, on this
otherwise lightly traveled road, was heavy with cars and trucks bearing badly needed items for
the burned-out family.
Not long after this Mr. Charles Spies again requested that consideration be given to fir e
protection for the Float Bridge section, and. the formitig of a new Fire District was discussed.
Theodore Stenner was requested to obtain maps of the Town. John Poppoon, James McGowan
and Roy Jetty were delegated to lay out boundary lines for such a new district. Carlton Bown,
who had become an Honorary Member of the Fire Company, was engaged to do the legal work.
Signatures of taxpayers were to be obtained. Work on the project was progressing very well
when, in March 1934, the citizens learned that law had been passed on iune 1, 1933 which
specified that "an ·election of Water Commissioners, and a Treasurer, must be held on Decem·
ber 5, 1933." Due to the somewhat confusing provisions of the Town and County'i..aws-relative
to Fire Districts, the required election had not been held in Penfield. As a resul~ the Water
Commission had ceased legal existence on December 31, 1933.

a

This created a problem for the Fire Company. Their affairs had been under the jurisdiction
of the Water Commission. Therefore, hi September a delegation from the Fire Company met ·
with the Town Board and discussed ways and means to pay for equipment, as well as a plan for
incorporating the Fire Company.
As a result, iacob Stenner, James McGowan, John Grosser, Roy Jetty, John Fahrer, H~nry
Verhag, and Frank Goodman were appointed temporary Directors of the Company.

FIRE COMMISSIONERS

*WILLIAM NICHOLS

1934- 1959

H. STANLEY SALMON

1934 - 1955

HARRY GEORGE

1934- 1954

EDWIN RITZENTHALER

1934- 1943

WILLIAM GEIL

1934- 1936

*J'OHN GROSSER

1936 - 1950

*WILLIAM ERHARDT

1943 - 1956

PERRY ROTHFUSS

1951 - 1960

HAMIL'rON KING

1954 - 1959

GORDON ALBRIGHT

1955 - 1960

10SEPHKUHN

1956 - 1960

ALBERT KOEHLER

1959 - 1960

THOMASJ'ONES

1959 - 1960

TREASURER:
J'OHN FAHRER, 1934 - 1943
EARL RAPP, 1943 - 1960

*Died while in office.

SECRETARY:
EARL RAPP, 1934 - 1960

PENFIELD FIRE COMPANY
1934
1960

CHIEFS:
Roy Jetty, 1934 - 1938
William Erhardt, 1938 - 1943
John Grosser, 1943 - 1945
Leonard Bach, 1945 - 1947
Bernard Bach, 1947 - 1949
Charles Welkley, 1949 - 1951
Joseph Kuhn, 1951 - 1953
Gordon Albright, 1953 - 1955
Clinton Smith, 1955 - 1957
Guy McGowan, 1957 - 1959
Robert Maloney, 1959 - 1960

1st ASSIST ANT CHIEFS:
William Erhardt, 1934- 1938
John Grosser, 1938 - 1943
Leonard Bach, 1943 - 1945
Bernard Bach, 1945 - 1947
Charles Welkley, 1947 - 1949
Joseph Kuhn, 1949 - 1951
Gordon Albright, 1951 - 1953
Eustace Deisenroth, 1953 - 1954
Clinton Smith, 1954 - 1955
Guy McGowan, 1955 - 1957
Robert Maloney, 1957 - 1959
Charles Becker, 1959 - 1960

CAPTAINS~

2n d A SSI STANT CHIE FS :
Charles Welkley, 1945 - 1947
Spencer Punnett, 1947 - 1948
Joseph Kuhn, 1948- 1949
Gordon Albright, 1949 - 1951
Leo Hosley, 1951 - 1952
Eustace Deisenroth, 1952 - 1953
Clinton Smith, 1953 - 1954
Joseph Ramsey, 1954 - 1955
Robert Maloney, 1955 - 1957
Charles Becker, 1957 - 1959
Lewis Ransom, 1959- 1960

LIEUTENANTS:
Claude Heslor, 1934 - 1938
Merton Wagner, 1938- 1941
Bernard Bach, 1941 - 1943
Fred Wolfe, 1943 - 1945
Joseph Kuhn, 1945 - 1947
Gordon Albright, 1947 - 1948
Leo Hosley, 1948 - 1949
Eustace Deisenroth, 1949 - 1951

Theodore Stenner, 1934 - 1940
Leonard Bach, 1940 - 1943
Bernard Bach, 1943 - 1945
Spencer Punnett, 1945 - 1947
Joseph Kuhn, 1947 - 1948
Gordon Albright, 1948 - 1949
Leo Hosley, 1949 - 1951
Eustace Deisenroth, 1941 - 1952
Clinton Smith, 1952 - 1953
Joseph Ramsey, 1953 - 1954
Guy McGowan, 1954 - 1955
Charles Becker, 1955 - 1957
Lewis Ransom, 1957 - 1959
Milton Pflugel, 1959 - 1960

Clinton Smith, 1951 - 1952
Joseph Ramsey, 1952 - 1953
Guy McGowan, 1953- 1954
Robert Maloney, 1954 - 1955
Lewis Ransom, 1955 - 1957
Milton Pflugel, 1957 - 1959
Kenneth Albright, 1959 - 1960

2nd LIEUTENANTS:
Kenneth Albright, 1957 - 1958
Leslie Heslor, 1958- 1960

PENFIELD FIRE COMPANY
1934
1960
PRESIDENTS:
lames Mc(Jowan, 1934 - 1935
Edwin Ritzenthaler, 1935 - 1943
Fred Falling, 1943 - 1945 ·
Alvin Huch, 1945 - 1947
Barry George, 11k7 - 1949
Stanley Baltn9n, 1949- 1951
Thomas lones, Sr., 1951- 1953
Albert Koehler, 1953 - 1955
Carl Young, 1955 - 1957
Carlton Miller, 1957 - 1959
Richard McMahon, 1959- 1960

TREASURERS:
Byron letty, lr., 1934- 1936
lohn Fahrer, 1936 - 1943
Roy letty, 1943 - 1944
Leonard Bach, 1944 - 1945
lohn Grosser, 1945 - 1951
Laverne Sipple, ·1951 - 1955
Thomas lODes Sr., 1955 - 1960
loseph Trau, 1957 - 1960

VICE -PRESIDENTS:
Edwin Ritzenthaler, 1934 - 1935
Floyd letty, ·1935 - 1938
Clarence Taft, 1938 - 1939
loseph Bentley, 1939 - 1943
' Alvin Ruch, 1943 - 1945
Barry George, 1945 - 1947
Stanley salmon, 1947 - 1949
Thomas lones, Sr., 1949 - 1951
Albert Koehler, 1951 - 1953
Ca,rl Young, 1953 - 1955 ·
Carlton Miller, 1955 - 1957
Richard McMahon, 1957 - 1959
Richard Norton, 1959 - 1960

SERGEANTS -AT- ARMS:
Leonard Bach, 1940 - 1941
Charles Welkley, 1941 - 1945
Boward Grosser, 1945 - 1947
Lewis Ransom, 1947- 1949
lohn
ilebbs, 1949 - 1951

w:

SECRETARIES:
Louis Poppoon,, 1934 - .1937
Barry Crane, 1937 - 19•2·
Earl Rapp, 1942 - 1943
Gordon Albright, 1943 - 1944
Charles Tucker, 1944 - 1946
Laverne Sipple, 1946 - 195()
Robert Maloney, 1950 - 1951
Alvin Buch, 1951 - 1955
Lynn Hopkins, 1955 - 1959
Sidney Ludwig, 1959 - 1960

.

.

Arthur Urckfitz, 1951 - 1953
George Kolb, 1953 - 1955
Francis Shull, 1955 - 1957
Harold Lonneville, 1957 - 1959
Edward Bender, lr., 1959 - 1960

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Edwin Ritzenthaler, 1934 - 1937
Henry Verhag, 1934 - 1942
Melvin Kaiser, 1934- 1936
lacob Stenner, 1936 - 1937
lames McGowan, 1936 - 1937
Roy letty, 1936 - 1942
1945- 1947
lohn Fahrer, 1936 - 1942
Frank Goodman, 1936- 1942
1945- 1947
William Erhardt, 1937 - 1942
1944- 1947
1949- 1958
loseph Bentley, 1939 - 1942
1945 - 1947
Armand Bolton, 1939 - 1942

Charles Welkley, 1942 - 1945
Barry Geor~e, 1943 - 1945
Harland Hofer, 1943 - 1945
David Kitts, 1943 - 1945
Stanley Salmon, 1943 - 1945
Frank Schrader, 1943 - 1945
1947- 1952
lack Burdick, 1945 - 1947
Leo Bosley, 1947 - 1948
Edward Stappenbach, 1947 - 1951
Winfield Furman, 1947 - 1951
Earl Pflugel, 194'7 - 1949
Myron Brooks, 1947- 1949
Alvin Huch, 194'7 - 1952
Leonard Bach, 1948 - 1957
Frank Connellan, 1949 - 1951

Reginald Oakes, 1949 - 1953
Lewis Ransom, 1949- 1953
Hamilton King, .1952 - 1958
Spencer Punnett, 1952 - 1961
Thomas lones, Sr., 1953 - 1955
1958- 1962
loseph Kuhn, 1953 - 1962
Clarence Burton, 1954 - 1959
Richard Norton, 1954 - 1959
Lynn Hopkins, 1954 - 1957
Gordon Albright, 1954 - 1959
Albert Koehler, 1956 - 1958
Clinton Smith, 1958 - 1961
Carl ·young, 1958 :: 1961
· Guy McGowan, 1959 - 1962
Carlton Miller, 1959 - 1960:'

MEMBERSHIP ROLL
1934
1960

Lawrence W. Adams, 1954 - 1960
Gordon Albright, 1938 - 1960
Kenneth Albright, 1952,- 1960
Bernard Bach, 1938 - 1960
George Bach, 1938 - 1960
•Leonard Bach, 1938 - 1957
William Bach, Jr., 1934 - 1960
Thomas Barron, 1954 - 1960
George Becker, 1934 - 1935
Charles Becker, 1945 - 1960
Edward Bender, Sr., 1953 - 1960
Edward Bender, Jr., 1959 - 1960
Joseph Bentley, 1938 - 1953
H. K. Berson, 1959 - 1960 ·
Arm~d Bolton, 1937 - 1951
Myron Brooks, 1938.- 1949
Walter Burrows, 1938 - 1949
Jack Burdick, 1942 - '1951
Clarence Burton, 1950 - 1959
C. F. Connellan, 1945 - 1958
C. H. Crane, 1935 - 1944
George Dake, 1934 - 1945
J. Davenport, 1956 - 1960
W. F. Decker, 1946 - 1952
Eustace Deisenroth, 1940 - 1954
Daniel deRoos, 1946 - 1955
E. S. Deuel, 1946 - 1960
R. DeVolder, 1951 - 1954
John Dixon,. 1934 - 1960
Orrin Doell, 1942 .,. 1945
William Embrey, 1947 - 1960
Charles Emler; 1953 - 1955
• William Erhardt, 1934 - 1956
John Fahrer, 1934 - 19.43
Fred Failing, 1942 - 1946
F. Marsden Fox, 1943 - 1945
William Fox, 1954 - 1958
Milton Flugel, 1946 - 1960
• Winfield Furman, 1934 - 1952
Harry George, 1939- 1954
Andrew Gleason, 1957 - 1960
• Frank Goodman, 1934- 1958
Paul Grettzer, 1958 - 1960
• John Grosser, 1934 - 1951
John Grosser, Jr., 1946 - 1949
Howard Grosser, 1941 - 1956
Leo Guinan, 1938 - 1943
John Hall, 1945 - 1953
John W. Hebbs, 1946 - 1960
Theodore Hennings, 1934 - 1945
Claude Heslor, 1934 - 1939 ·
Duane Heslor, 1955 - 1960
Leslie HesJor; 1955 - 1960
Leon Heslor, 1956 - 1950 1960
Forrest Hetrick, 1948 - 1960
Harland Hofer, 1938 - 1960
John E. Hoff, 1959 - J960
Edgar Hollister, 1946 - 1948
Lqnn Hopkins, 1949 - 195p
Leo Hosley, 1942 - 1952
Alwin F. Huch, 1940 - 1954
Richard Hutteman, 1959 - 1960
Charles Jacobs, 1934 - 1951
Byron Jetty, Jr., 1934- 1945
Floyd Jetty, 1934 - 1946
George Jetty, 1938 - 1945
Roy Jetty, 1934 - 1945

*died while a member

Thomas E. Jones, Sr., 1945- 1960
Thomas E. Jones, Jr., 1957 - 1960
Edward Kier, 1934 - 1937
Irving Kier, 1934 - 1934
Walter Kier, 1955 - 1960
Hamilton C. King, 1945 - 1956
•David Kitts, 1934 - 1949
'
H. Kleiner, 1935 - 1944
J. Kloosterman, 1955 - 1957
L. Kloosterman, 1955 - 195
Albert Koehler, 1948 - 1958
Gerhard Koester, 1934· - 1940
George Kolb, Jr., 1951 - 1960
Joseph Kuhn, 1942 - 1960
Elton B. Lake, 1952 - 1955
Howard Lehr, 1945 - 1947
Harold Lonneville, 195.4 - 1960
Andre Ludwig, 1958 - 1960
Sidney Ludwig, 1937 - 1951
Sidney Ludwig, 1957 - i960 '
Robert Maloney, 1946 - 1960
Charles Masick, 1953 - .1959
Ernest Mathews, 1938 - 1948
James McGowan, 1934- 1941
Guy McGowan, 1946 - 1960
*Frank McMahon, 1952 - 1954
Richard McMahon, 1951 .: 1960
Donald McPherson, 1951 - 1956
Otto Mechler, 1956 - 1960
Charles Meng, 1956 - 1960
Carlton Miller, 1940 - 1960
Hilbert Miller, 1942- 1942
Eugene Mueller, 1954- 1959
WUltam M1,1rphy, 1956 - 1960
Clarence Nabor, 1934 - 1940
Joseph Newman, 1934 - 1960
Paul Norton, 1942 - 1960
Richard Norton, 1938 - 1960
Leonard Nuijens, 1956 - 1958
Reginald Oakes, 1946 - 1956
:: F. E. Ockenden, Jr., 1951 - 1952
Eugene O'Leary, 1938 - 1956
James O'Reilly, 1945 - 1946
Leo Patterson, 1950 - 1951
Richard Perry, 1958 - 1960
Louis Poppoon, 1934'- 1937
Ronald A. Potter, 1952 - 1953
J. Erwin Porter, Honorary
Spencer Punnett, 1938 - 1g60
Joseph Ramsay, 1947 - 1954
Louis Ransom 1944- 1960
Earl Rapp, 1938 - 1948
Anthony Reidy, 1960 Eugene Renner, 1954 - 1960
Edward. Ritzenthaler, 1934 - 1943
James Rothfuss, 1948 -1960
Robert Salmon, 1958 - 1960
H. Stanley S~lmon, 194;2 :_ 1957
Frank Schrader, 1942 ~ 1960
Walter Schrader, 1957 - 1960
Frank Sellmayer, 1945 - 1946
Donald Sipple, 1934 - 1955
LaVerne Sipple, 1945 - 1955
Francis Shull, 1947 ~ 1960
Clinton Smith, 1934 - 1960
Lloyd Smith, 1945 - 1953

William Smith, 1960 Charles Stappenbach, 1946 - 1947
Edward Stappenbach, 1946 - 1955
Jacob Stenner, 1934 - 1937
Richard Stenner, 1946 - 1960
Theodore Stenner, 1934 - 1952
William Stenner, 1949 - 1949
Clarence Taft, 1934 - 1944
Henry Taft, 1934 - 1944
Henry Taillie, 1937 - 1940
Clarence Tobin, 1934 - 1935
Leon Tobin, 1942 - 1947
Joseph Trau, 1954 - 1960
Charles F. Tucker, 1943 - 1945
Arthur Urckfttz, 1946 - 1960
• Henry Verhag, 1934 - 1959
Bernard Vogt, 1949 - 1960
Merton L. Wagner, 1934 - 1945
Frank Wahl, 1939 - 1945
Donald Walzer, 1942 - 1943
J. C. Ward, 1946 - 1955
Hans Weilbye, 1947 - 1948
Milton Weishaar, 1952 - 1960
Ernest Weisschadel, 1959 - 1960
Charles Welkley, 1939 - 1960
George Westerman, 1951 - 1952
James Wiesner, 1960 James E • .Willis, Jr., 1956 - 1960
Carleton Wolfe, 19.42 - 1948
Fred Wolfe, 1942 - 1948
John Wood, 1945 - 1955
Carl Wyand, 1948 - 1960
Carl Young, 1949 - 1960
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In October 1934 the taxpayers cast ballots for members of a newly created Board of Fire
Commissioners. Elected to serve one year, beginning October 2, 1934 and terminating December 31, 1935, were Harry George, H. Stanley Salmon, William Nichols, William Geil, and Edward
Ritzenthaler. John Fahrer, Treasurer and Earl Rapp, Secretary. Carlton Bown, attorney.
A certificate of Incorporation was filed with the Secretary of State on December 24, 1934.
A new Fire District was formed which covered: AU that tract or parcel of land beginning
at the southwest corner of the Town of Penfield, running easterly along the .south line to the
southeast corner thereof. Running thence northerly along the east, line of said town to a point
five hundred feet northerly of the center line of Atlantic Avenue, running thence westerly parallel with and five hundred feet northerly from the center line of Atlantic Avenue to the easterly
boundary line of Town Lot 42, which said easterly boundary line is also an extension of the center line of Shoecraft Road so-called, continuing however, from said point in the same direction
to the center line of said Lot 42, running thence northerly along said center line to a point five
hundred feet south of the center line extension of Embury Road and running thence we~terly
and north-westerly and parallel with said center line extended·of Embury Road and said center
line of Embury Road and five hundred feet distance therefrom to a point where such line would
be intersected by the following line, namely; a line from a point in the west town line of the
Town of -Penfield five hundred feet southerly from the center line of Clifford Avenue, extended
and parallel to the center line of said Clifford Avenue, extended thence westerly along said line
east described to the west town line of Penfield, thence in a southerly direction along said town
line of the Town of Penfield to the point of beginning."
After twelve years, the efforts of Charles Spies were successful, the new Fire District
covered the Float Bridge area.
One of the first acts of the new Fire Commission was that of making arrangements to purchase existing fire equipment from the Water District for the sum of $800. The first budget
made up by the Fire Commissioner totaled $2,000. which sum was to be raised by tax on property within the Penfield Fire District. Prior to this only property within the Water District had
been assessed, inasmuch as the Fire Company's boundaries had been the same as those of the
Water District.
At the time the Fire Commission was created, officers of the Fire Company were Roy Jetty, Chief; William Erhardt, 1st - assistant Chief; Theodore Stenner, Captain; Claude Heslor,
Lieutenant; James McGowan, President; Floyd Jetty, Vice-President; Louis Poppoon, Secretary
and Byron Jetty, Treasurer.. When election of officers was held in January 1935, these men
were all re-elected.
The first official drivers appointed were Roy Jetty, Byron Jetty, William Erhardt, John
Dixon, Clinton Smith, Frank Goodman, Louis Poppoon, and Winfield Furman. John Fahrer and
Edwin Ritzenthaler were appointed Fire Police. Drill was to be conducted twice a month.
Early in the year George Becker and Clarence Tobin resigned and requested Exemption
papers. The question arose as to the eligibility of members to benefit by the $500 tax exemption
,allowed active and exempt firemen. A commjttee made up of John Grosser, John Fahrer, and
Jacob Stenner, was appointed to obtain information from the Commissioners concerning this
matter. They learned that Penfield firemen were not eligible as it is given only within corporate limits of a village or city. Penfield was not then, nor is it now, incorporated.
Not long after this, on a Saturday morning, Penfield firemen were called to fight a fire at
the Evershed property on Creek Street. The fire started in a garage which was completely destroyed. Lack of water hampered the firefighters but they succeeded in saving the other buildings on the property.
Since the new fire district had been formed there had been much discussion concerning the
means of supplying fire protection to the Float Bridge area. Being located in the northwest
corner of the township, the distance to be traveled by the Penfield Fire Company was considerable. Therefore, an arrangement was made with the Laurelton Fire Department to give protection to the Float Bridge area, which included Wilbur Tract and the properties south of the
Flag Hotel on the road leading to the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry property.
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In preparation for election of Fire Commisioners to be held in December, the following
taxpayers were selected as Election Inspectors: James McGowan,ChairmanJ·Frtutk.E. Ockenden
Jr., John Grosser, and Winfield Furman. The members of the Fire Commision were re-elected:
Stanley Salmon to serve five years; Harry George, four years; Edward Ritzenthaler, three years;
William Nichols, two years, and William Geil, one year.
·
At year's end Chief Jetty reported the Fire Company had been called to fight two grass
fires, two chimney fires, one automobile fire, nine dwelling, and one storage fire.
The amount to be raised by property tax for 1936 was slightly less than the year before. It
was $1800.
In 1936 the siren was removed from the Masonic Building, on the northeast corner, to the
top of Schaufelberger Brother's Garage, on the northwest corner, of Penfield and Five Mile
Line Roads. The current method of reporting a fire in those days was to call East Rochester
24, which phone was located at the residence of John Grosser, or East Rochester 53, which
phone was located at Penfield Tavern, Roy Suss, propr.i etor. TheTavernwas located next door
to the Schaufelberger garage and it was the consensus of opinion that the new location of the
siren would facilitate greater speed in sounding the alarm.
On July 3, a barn. on the property of M. Herbert Eisenhart was destroyed by fire. This property was located in the town of Perinton, on the west side of Fairport-Nine Mile Point Road,
500 feetsouth of the Penfield Town line. Loss was estimated at $25,000. Penfield Firemen
fought this blaze and were credited, by Mr. Eisenhart, with having saved the other buildings on
the property.

Not long after this a spectacular blaze, caused by a defective stoker, drew crowds of onlookers, when the boiler room and half the shop burne~ at· George's Nursery, on the south side
of Penfield Road, 200 feet east of Huber Road. Coal stored in the boiler room smoldered and
burned all through the night. Water to fight the blaze was pumped from a creek about 1000 or
1200 feet away. East Rochester and Brighton Fire Companies responded to calls for aid.
East Rochester arrived at the scene before Brighton and proceeded to the creek with a 750
gallon pump. They pumped uphill out of the creek about five or six hundred feet to Penfield's
500 gallon pump, manned by Louis Poppoon, enabling Penfield to lay their one line of hose to the
fire. When Brighton arrived they pulled into the scene of the fire. Penfield men, attending the
line at the fire scene, broke the line and hooked on to Brighton's 1000 gallon pump. With the
· additional pressure Brighton could then lay two lines to the fire. Consequently, Penfield's 500
gallon pump was overtaxed, both in suction and discharge, which resulted in the packing being · .
pulled out of the Penfield pump. Major repairs on the pump were necessary after the fire was
subdued. The fire loss was estimated at $7,000;
On July 22, 1936 the Fire Company became members of the Firemen's Association of the
State of New York.

As the National economy ~adually approachedan upward trend, Field Days held by the
Fire Company were ·becoming more successful financially. However, a flurry was caused by
a lady of the community who had presented the firemen with a cake to be sold at Field Days.
It seems that her cake plate became lost. A notation in the minutes of the next meeting reads:
"If Mrs~ .. does not get her cake plate back within the next few days she may purchase a new
one and present the bill to the Fire Company."
During the year prompt action on the part of firemen George Jones and Louis Poppoon resulted in saving a residence at 1684 Scribner Road, when fire started at noon in an upstairs
front bedroom. This property, formerly occupied by Miss Libbie Huscher,'later becoming the
property of Conway Todd, is now owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bennett.
In September the Fire Commissioners submitted the budget for the coming year. Again, it
was less than the year before, only .$1500 to be raised by tax on property within the Fire District.
Election held in December returned all Commissioners to office, with the exception of
William Geil, whose term of office had been for one year. He was replac.e d by John Grosser,
for a term of five years.
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The year 1937 was a better than average year. The tr'e asury was in a healthy state and
there were no series of fires to plague the firemen. Field Days, held in July, were successful and a generous contribution was made to the ·Monroe County Health Association. It had
been the practice of the Fire Company to partake of a lunch after· meetings. Usually, the lunch
was prepared and served by Roy Suss, at the Penfield Tavern. Early in the year, the members.
voted to discontinue this practice for five months and donate the funds, which.would have been
used in this manner, to the American Red Cross. Consequently, they sent a check for a sizabie
amount to Al Sigl, who was well-known and loved by the general public for his great humanitarian work and his daily radio broadcasts on behalf of the American Red Cross.
There was one disastrous fire that year at which Penfield firemen assisted, although it was
located in Perinton. The fire and explosions at the Fireworks Plant on Whitney Road. Several
lives were lost.
On December 13, Louis Poppoon, who had served eight years as secretary, resigned because of his moving out of Penfield, and Harry Crane was appointed to fill out the term of office.

Election of officers of the Fire Company in December saw several officers, who had served the Company very capably for many years, being replaced. Roy Jetty, as Chief, had successfully directed the work of firefighting for eight years. William Erhardt, who had been 1st -assistant Chief tor five years was elected to take his place. John Grosser replaced Erhardt as
Assistant Chief, and Merton Wagner replaced Claude Heslor who had served as Lieutenant for
seven years. Clarance Taft replaced Floyd Jetty who had served four terms as Vice-President
and Harry Crane was elected Secretary. Theodore Stenner remained Captain for the eighth
year. EdwartLRitzenthaler, President for the fifth year and John Fahrer, Treasurer for the
seventh year.
Early in 1938 fifteen new members were received into the company, raising the total membership to forty-five. There seems to have been only two fires of record during the year, one
being a barn fire on the property of the Priest family, located on the south side of Atlantic Avenue, 1200 feet west of Jackson Road, amount of damage unknown. The other was a fire at the
farm of R. D. Finegar at 1600 Whitney Road, in the town of Perinton, where a large dairy barn
was completely destroyed. Loss was estimated at $35,000.
During the year a Tournament Team was organized and under the Captaincy of Walter Burrows the men practiced enthusiastically three and four nights a week. Among the team members were William Bach, Bernard Bach, Gqrdon Albright,. Roy Jetty, Leo Guinan, Clinton Smith,
Floyd Jetty, Sidney Ludwig, John Dixon, Charles Welkley, and Carlton Miller.
Before long the question of "exempt papers" for members of the old Fire Company (19101934) was raised. Armand Bolton, delegate to the New York Firemen's convention, was instructed to contact the State Law Committee concerning the matter. He learned that it would require
an Act to be passed by the Legislature. Consequently, he sought the aid of the Honorable Frank
Sellmayer of the State Assembly who agreed to introduce such a Bill in the Assembly. When
introduced, the bill was passed and signed by Governor Lehman, April 1939. Eligible members
were then entitled to exemption papers. The delegate also reported that a new paragraph, llA,.
had been added to Section 176 of the Town Law. It specified election of Chiefs and other officers must be held on the first Tuesday in April. Consequently, election of officers in Penfield
was changed from January to April to conform with the law.
It had been the desire and goal of Penfield firemen to keep abreast of modern methods and
to keep equipment working efficiently. Throughout the years, since 1929, they had acquired
many items to aid them in fighting fire. This year they purchased a complete assembly 100
gallon booster tank, with pump, power take-off, valves and piping for the 1929 Chevrolet truck,
as well as a suction hose outfit for the booster pump. They held Field Days on the Firehouse
grounds, and the trustees of the Methodist Church loaned them the use of their hall and kitchen
for the serving of suppers, The wives and daughters of the firemen prepared and served the
suppers, which added considerably to the total realized on the project. As yet, there was no
Auxiliary to the Fire Department.

TOURNAMENT TEAM 1938
TOP ROW: Raymond Burrows, Sidney Ludwig, J'ohn Dixon, Charles L. Welkley, Bernard Bach,
Gordon Albright, Roy J'etty, SECOND ROW: Leo Guinan, William Bach, Carlton Miller,
Clinton Smith, Floyd J'etty.
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In December a Christmas party, complete with Santa Claus and gifts, was held at the Firehouse. Leonard Bach was chairman. Subsequently, this became an annual event.

By 1939 World War 0 was the general topic of conversation. Its many aspects were being
discussed at length by members of the Fire Company.
·
On July 27, meager water supplies, drawn from drouth-affected wells and cisterns, proved
inadequate to check a $25,000 fire that raced through barns and outbuildings on the Fred Engert
farm on the west side of Hatch Road, 700 feet north of Plank Road. Volunteer firemen from
Laurelton, Webster, West Webster, and Point Pleasant responded to the call for aid, and pumped water from a cistern and wells to save the house. The fire, discovered by Mrs. Engert
shortly after noon, already was beyond control before telephoned alarms brought the several
companies to the scene . Besides the loss of about 75 chickens and a cow, the flames were fed
950 bushels of newly-harvested grain. Mr. Engert said the fire apparantly started in the cow
barn which stablemen had left at 6:30 A. M. He was in the fields when the fire broke out. Loss
included a cow barn, horse barn, and hay barn, two silos, 600 bUshels of wheat, 250 bushels of
rye, 80 tons of hay, and 50 tons of straw, a new tractor, complete stable and farming equipment;
besides expensive milking and ice-making machinery. This is the same property on which was
located Roe side which burned in 1907.

Three weeks later (Aug 19) the Fire Company was called out to fight a fire on the Elmeda
Farm, owned by Samuel Weir, on the south side of Penfield Road, about 1250 feet east of Huber
Road. Fire broke out in a large barn, destroying the structure, livestock,. and farm equipment.
The owner said four pigs, one cow, and 125 chickens were destroyed along with large quantities
of grain and various pieces of farm machinery. They battled the blaze for several hours at the
height of an electrical storm before bringing it under control. Playing streams of water on the
residence, they prevented the spread of the fire to the dwelling. The barn was one of the largest
in the area. Weir and his family were sitting in the house when they smelled smoke and went to the
door "to see where the fire was," only to discover their own barn afire. The blaze lit up the
countryside for miles around, attracting motorists from as far away as Canandaigua. The
farm was known as the Blood place. It was once owned by State Senator Meade of Rochester.
Mr. Weir had been owner of the place for about eight years. Cause of the fire was unknown.
Damage was estimated to be $15,000.
After this fire, Chief Erhardt found it necessary to issue a warning to motorists who interfere with fire apparatus responding to an alarm. A motorist, who passed a fire truck on the
way to the Weir fire, was taken before the Justice of the Peace and fined $5 on his plea of guilty.
Inasmuch as it was his first offense, he was given a suspended sentence.
It was sometime during 1939 that Penfield firemen were called to subdue a fire which started in the basement of the home of Dr. Orrin Webber, 1719 Creek Street, about 500 feet south of
Harrogate Drive. It had gained considerable headway by the time the firemen arrived at the
scene but it was soon brought under control. Damage to building and furnishings was estimated
to be $10,000.
On October 19, Howard Farnsworth, whose farm was on the Five Mile Line Road, south of
Ridge Road, was burned about the hands as he dragged farm equipment from a shed and garage
behind his house as flames swept the two buildings about 8:30 P. M. The house, only 25 feet
away, was badly blistered but did not catch fire. Firemen from Webster and West Webster, as
well as Penfield, fought the blaze of undetermined origin. Damage was estimated at $1,000.

The next day assistant Chief John Grosser and Captain Leonard Bach took part in a handdrawn pumper demonstration, as a prelude to demonstrations of horse-drawn steamer and motorized equipment, during Fire Prevention week at Canandaigua.
Though the firemen had been busy this month with fires, they held Field Days. A pony was
loaned for the purpose of selling rides for children. A child was allegedly injured_and a charge
of negligence was brought against the Fire Company. It was settled for $50. Donations were
made to the Red Jacket Council of Boy Scouts and the Monroe County Health Association.
The budget prepared by the Fire Commissioners for 1940 amounted to $1950.
The population had increased slightly more than ten percent since 1930. It was now 3,774.
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WORLD WAR II
The year 1940 saw a growing interest in securing Exemption papers. Again the question .
arose as to whether or not the secretary could legally accept applications from members of
the "old" company (those who were members before the Fire Company b~came incorporated
in 1934.) Again, Armand Bolton was instructed to obtain information concerning this phase of
the problem. He was advised by Seth Cole, attorney for the New York Volunteer Firemen's
Association, that applicants for exemption status should present a notarized application to the
secretary of the Fire Company for signature, upon completion of five years membership.
On February 16 an auxiliary to the Fire Company was formed. Mrs. Eugene O'Leary was
elected President; Miss Genevieve Bach, vice-President; Miss Leora Fahrer, secretary; and
Mrs. Clarence Taft, treasurer.
At a convention held in Naples, New York, Charles Welkley was elected Vice-President of
the New York State Volunteer Fire mens' Association, and the Penfield Fire Company's Tournament Team won a Cup, upon which was engraved the names of the team members.
In the world scene the situation was tense. At home, national Registration and Conscription had taken place. The question arose within the Fire Company concerning the future status
of members who were likely to be called to military duty. It was decided their names would be
kept on the membership roll during their absence. A County Defense organization had been set
up and assistant Chief Iohn Grosser and Captain Leonard Bach began attending the meetings
held in Rochester. A modern first- aid course was.conducted for the Fire Company, to supplement the one held in 1936.

There were no field days held in 1940 as the men were concentrating all their efforts on
defense work, in industry and in civic activities. A Christmas party for children was the only
social event of the year.
At year's end the Fire Company presented the Fire Commissioners a check in the sum of .
$700 for the purchase of an emergency relief car. The commissioners purchased a 1941 Chevrolet Suburban relief car and accessories from Hoselton Chevrolet Company at East Rochester,
at a cost of $731.75.
The year 1941 followed the same pattern as that of the past year, except that Field Days .
were held to replenish .the nearly depleted Treasury, and James McGowan, a member of the old
1910 Company, resigned.
Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the members of the Fire .
Company met in a special session with the·Fire Commissioners to discuss the National Defense
program for volunteer firemen, and their duties.
In January 1942 it was decided to increase membership to fifty members. Arrangements
were made with the Despatch Shops at East Rochester to install a signal system in the Shops for
calling Penfield firemen employed there, in case of a fire in Penfield. Stakes were purchased
and used for markers for hydrants.

By March, the urgency of defense work had drained the manpower of the Fire Company to a
degree which caused the Fire Commissioners to bring the matter to the attention of Chief Er- ,
hardt. They wrote: "It has come to the attention of the Penfield Fire Commissioners tnat attendance at fires has been very poor. It constitutes a very serious situation." Fortunately, there .
were no .disastrous fires during this time. Already, five men fr~~ the Fire Company were in the
armed forces. Spencer Punnett in the Canadian Forces, Armand Bolton, Floyd Jetty, Sidney
Ludwig, and Leon Tobin, in the United States Forces.
Mrs. Howard Grosser presented a Service Flag to the Fire Company in honor of these men
and a carton of cigarettes was sent to each one. It was at this time that the Fire Company began its purchase of War Savings Bonds.
When the Company assembled in April, for election of officers, the siren sounded and they
were called to subdue a chimney fire in Rich's Dugway. They returned later in the evening to
complete the election.

(34)

In October six new members were accepted into the Company. When a call was made for
Pumper Practice only seven members were able to attend. A few days later, two fires the same
day, one on Harmon Road and the other on Washington Street, found barely enough men available.
The same week brought the disastrous:fire at the Rochester Fireworks Plant on Whitney Road,
the second major disaster at this plant in five yeari!. Loss of life in both these explosions and
resulting fires was a great shock to the whole area. Actually, this was out of the Penfield Fire
Di.s trict but Penfield firemen risked their lives in these fires, along with firemen from surrounding towns. Wl)en word of this fire spread many men were released from their defense
work to help at the scene of the disaster.
Gasolin'e rationing was in effect but the local chairman of the Ration Board reported that firemen would be allowed enough gasoline for 100 miles per month. However, they were required to
·secure their ration stamps from the Chief or Assistant Chief and these stamps were to be used
at de~igilated places on a rotation basis, a new place each month. Instructions were issued for
blackout practice: Two key men ·on each road would be called in case of a blackout and they, in
turn, would notify the men in their territory. A sizable donation was made to the Penfield War
Service Club, also one to the Tuberculosis Health Association of Monroe County.
Early in 1943 lohn Fahrer resigned as Treasurer of the Fire Company and Earl Rapp was
appointed Treasurer in his stead, combining this new duty with that of Secretary. After the
lanuary meeting members gathered at Penfield Tavern for their customary lunch, cost of which
amounted to $7 .00. Roy Suss, the proprietor, announced he would return the money, with the
request that $1.00 be sent to each member from Penfield now in the Armed Forces. By this
time there were eight men in service, Theodore Hennings, Howard Grosser, and William Bach,
having been inducted during the summer of 1942. David Kitts donated the additional $1.00 so
each one would receive the remembrance.
By April, First Aid Captain Leonard Bach reported thirty-one calls had been received and
answered with the Emergency car. The next meeting was interrupted by a blackout, which was
a phase of Civil Defense Air Raid Drill, during which all street lights and building lights were
extinguished. The meeting was resumed when the Drill was over. Later that year Edward Ritzenthaler resigned as Commissioner, as he was leaving Penfield. Consequently, when election
of Commissioners was held in December, William Erhardt was elected to fill the vacancy. At
the same time Earl Rapp was elected Secretary for a term of three years. lohn Grosser was
elected Chief to replace Erhardt.
Field Days were held that year, after which Chief lohn Grosser announced 17 chairs were
missing from the ·Fire Hall. The Fire Company purchased $2,000 worth of Series G War Bonds
and also sent to each man from the Company, in service, a Christmas card with a money order
for $5~ They also conducted a Christmas party for the children.
In lanuary of 1944 a telephone was installed at the Fire House, with two extensions, one to
Schaufelbergers' s Garage and the other to the residence of Chief 1 ohn Grosser.
During the year 1943-44 the Company had fought 17 fires, conducted 4 Pumper Practice runs,
and 9 Civil Defense "Blackouts." Fortunately, none of the fires were serious ones. Scarcely
had the April meeting opened when the firemen were called to put out a grass fire. They returned to participate in election of officers for the coming year. They also donated $100 to the
School Band for u~iforms. The next month they took part in the War Bonds Parade in Fairport,
accompanied by the school band. In lune the members assembled, after meeting, at the Penfield
Tavern to pay honor to Lewis Ransom who was about to enter military service.
Calls for the Emergency Relief car had become frequent, fifty-seven such calls were answered in three years. Also, requests for exemption papers were becoming numerous.
When Field Days were held in July prizes consisted mostly of cash as it was impossible to
obtain suitable novelty items. From April unti! September there had been 1 Black-out practice
and 11 alarms ·of fire (small fires) but on October 1, the Company barely arrived at the Pavilion,
in Ellison Park to enjoy their annual Clambake, when the siren sounded and the entire Company
reported at a fire.
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In September 1944 the Fire Commissioners signed an agreement with the City of Rochester
to adopt the Rochester-Monroe County Mutual Aid Plan for Fire Defense. Actually, mutual aid
had been practised by Penfield firemen since the days of the 1910 Company. Later that year, the
Commissioners held a special meeting to arrange the purchase df Floodlighting equipment for
the Fire Company.
At the convention of the Monroe County V. F. A. Penfield men were presented with two trophies, one for the second largest number of men appearing in parade, and other for the best appearing auxiliary.
As the holiday season approached the members were caught up in a swirl of activity. They
held a Thanksgiving party, a Turkey Raffle, and A Christmas party for the children. They made
a generous contribution to the Monroe County Tuberculosis Committee and answered 7 calls for
emergency ambulance service. They donated $250 to the Penfield War Service Club and purchas·
ed a McKesson Resuscitator Inhalator which they presented to the Fire District. Christmas
cards, containing $5 money orders, were sent to the members in military service. A donation
was also sent to the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, and on New Year's Day they answered a call to flush snow off the roofs of buildings at Ellison Park.
In January 1945 the Fire Commissioners became members of the Firemen's Association of
the State of New York. The members of the Fire Company distributed to every householder
cards bearing the telephone numbers of the Fire Company (E. Roch 24 being the regular number
for the phone at the residence of Chief Grosser, and E. Roch. 53 being the substitute number at
the Penfield Tavern of Roy Suss.) At that time there was some complaint that members of the
Fire Company were unable to hear the siren at all times. Consideration was given to removing
it to the roof of the Fire Hall, but no action was taken.
·
After three years of rationing of various kinds (gasoline, foods, shoes, etc.) scarcities of
nearly all kinds of commodities, and the struggle, in industry, of keeping up with war-time
schedules, the suggestion of Fred Failing that a Minstrel Show be staged was met with enthusiasm. As President of the Fire Company, he called a special meeting and asked for volunteer
singers. Harry George, Charles Welkley, Harland Hofer and Clarence Shull offered their talents.
The chorus was made up of Leo Hosley, Carl Miller, Stanley Salmon, Eugene O'Leary, Clinton
Smith, Fred Wolfe, Spencer Punnett, Frank Schrader, Charles Becker, Fred Failing, Howard
Grosser, William Bach, Calvin DeWitt, Charles Tucker, David Kitts, Bernard Bach, Eustace
Deisenroth, and William Rothfuss. The show was given two successive nights at Penfield High ,
School and was considered a great success. A share of the profit, a check for $100, was donat- '
ed to the American Red Cross. As the year ended, in April, several long-time members resigned and requested exemption status. They were J'ohn Fahrer, Merton Wagner, George Dake,
Byron J'etty, J'r., and Theodore Hennings. The Chief's annual report showed the Fire Company
had responded to 12 fire alarms, the most serious of which was at the home of Russell Braman,
on the south side of Penfield Road, about 1800 feet east of Baird Road. Loss was estimated at
$12,000. There had been 10 requests for emergency ambulance service, 1 blackout practice
and 1 parade.
The month of May, 1945, brought sorrow to the country in the death of the President of the
United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, followed shortly thereafter by jubilation over the victory of the Allies in Germany, later celebrated as VE Day (Victory in Europe.) Victory over
Japan (VJ Day) came three months later, in August.
The people of Penfield celebrated the release from war-induced tension by participating in
a mammoth Carnival conducted by Penfield Volunteer Firemen. John Grosser was general
chairman of the event. J'oseph Kuhn was in charge of publicity and William Erhardt acted as
•chairman of the Purchasing Committee. There were such games of skill or chance as "Over &
Under" manned by J'oseph Kuhn, Charles Tucker, Calvin Dewitt, Jack Burdick, and Fred Wolfe.
'Ball Game' supervised by Carl Miller, Leo Hosley, and Eugene O'Leary. At the "Tub & Dish"
1
booth were William Bach, John Dixon; John Hall, and Walter Burrows. The "Ring" game was
supervised by Harland Hofer, Eustace Deisenroth, Howard Grosser, and David Kitts. The
''Blanket" stand was manned by Lloyd Smith, Leonard Bach, and Frank Connellan. The "Bank"
game kept cashiers Gordon Albright, Bernard Bach, James O'Reilly, and Charles Jacobs busy.
"Bingo", always a good attraction at Field Days, was presided over by Joseph Bentley, William
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Erhardt, Fred Failing, Hamilton King, and Roy J'etty. The "Dart" game was the responsibility
of Charles Welkley, Richard Norton, and Ernest Mathews. George Bach, LaVerne Sipple and
1ohn Wood were at the Grocery stand. Hots were served by Winfield Furman, Spencer Punnett,
Earl Rapp, Stanley Salmon, Frank Sellmayel', Harry George, Alwin Huch, and Frank Goodman.
At the Pop stand were Henry Verhag, Frank Schrader, Charles Becker, Myron Brooks, and
J'oseph Newman. The public's response to the event was tremendous.
It will be recalled, in 1910 the Water Commissioners had purchased the Old Penfield Seminary Building to be used as a Firehouse. Throughout the following years title to this property
remained in the name of the Penfield Water District #1. However, during the summer of 1945
the Fire Commissioners purchased this ,;Firehouse" property from the Water District, for the
Penfield Fire District, for the sum of $1500.
While Penfield no longer suffered the terrific fire losses of former days, because of the
promptness and skill of the volunteers, as well as the more modern equipment available, at the
same time there had been many innovations in the field of firefighting appliances and the firemen desired to keep abreast of the times. Toward this end, Hamilton King initiated a program
of fifteen minute talks at regular meetings on the various phases of firemanics, the first being
a detailed exposition of the necessity for anl;l the use of so-called First Aid Fire Appliances,
which included various types of portable fire extinguishers. Subsequent subjects, by- various
members of the Company, were "Administration and Discipline." "Proper Methods of Ventilation of Burning Buildings, and Use of Gas Masks." "Use and purpose of the Resuscitator" etc.
and Frank ConneUan demonstrated the tying of various types of knots that may be used in fire
fighting. The knowledge gained from this program was invaluable.
During the year the Commissioners purchased more than $600 worth of Protective property ·
from the office of Civilian Defense, the firemen answered 16 fire alarms, 36 First-Aid calls,
one of which was the transportation of an invalid to and from a Rochester hospital to visit his
ill wife, who died the next day. There were 10 fire drills, 3 parades, and a Turkey Round-Up,
a Clambake for wives and auxiliaries, and a Christmas Party. A general inspection of all members of the Fire Company was held at Ellison Park, by the Fire Commissioners. The amount
to be raised by property tax for the coming year was $2500. Charles Tucker had resigned as
Secretary and J'ames O'Reilly was appointed to fill out the term.. Eventually, LaVerne Sipple
was elected to the office.
About this time discussion of the so-called "Brown" case was in progress. Mr. Horace
Wright, representing the Monroe County Volunteer Firemen's Association spoke at a meeting
of Penfield firemen concerning the proposed legal defense fund being set up by the County Ass-.
ociation. The funds left from the "Brown" case, and subsequent donations amounted to $700 and
the Board of Directors were endeavoring to increase the fund to $2000, by soliciting funds from
various Fire Companies. Penfield firemen contributed generously to the fund.
The most spectacular fire during the year 1945-46 took place just before the close of the
year. On the night of March 21, an alarm was sounded when fire was discovered raging throogh
St. J'oseph' s Catholic Church, situated at the northwest corner of Penfield Road and Liberty
·
Street. The little white structure had been occupying the site at the top of the hill about seventyfive years. Were it not for the splendid efforts of the Fire Company the building would have
been completely destroyed. The loss was estimated at $8,000. Firemen were at the scene until late the next morning and they, and their families, were grateful to Mrs. Thomas J'ones, Sr.,
who welcomed firemen into her home directly across fl'om the church, and served them a substantial breakfast.
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Chapter XI I
1946 - 1948
In 1946, as World War n passed into history, the economy of the country was becoming adjusted to a peacetime basis. No longer were activities curtailed by gasoline rationing. Commissioner 1ohn F. Grosser attended the 74th Annual Convention of theN. Y. S. V. F. A. at
Riverhead, Long Island, New York. Chief Leonard Bach was elected 2nd vice-President of the
·Monroe County Volunteer Firemen's Association. At Penfield's Field Days in 1uly a Harvest
Queen was selected from 25 candidates, she was Miss Helen Alma Weilbye with Miss loan
Welkley chosen as alternate. She was then entered as Penfield's candidate in the Monroe County Contest for Apple Blossom Queen at the Monroe County Fair. The Honorable Kenneth Keating had acted as judge of the Penfield contest.

Not long after this a delegate from a neighboring town appeared at one of the monthly meetings and sought an answer to a momentous question: "Is an auxiliary beneficial to a Fire Com·
pany?"
A secret ballot was taken. An Auxiliary was endorsed by a large majority • .
As the year progressed the Fire Commissioners purchased from the War Assets Administration, a Trailer Pumper Unit and accessories for the sum of $457.18. They also endorsed
an increase of membership in the Fire Company to sixty-five members. The Fire Company
contributed to the Monroe County Community Chest and the Polio Fund Drive. Discarded uniforms, as well as a cash donation, were contributed to the Holland Clothing Drive. The cortvention of the Monroe County Volunteer Fire Association was held in Penfield and a First-Aid
Course was started with plans made to participate more fully in the county Mutual Aid program
Fred Wolfe was chairman of a Clambake, assisted by Sidney Ludwig, Carleton Miller, Thomas
Jones, Spencer Punnett, and Howard Kaler who donated the corn. Guests at the Clambake included the Harvest Queen and Alternate, as well as Mrs. 1ohn Odenbach.
Throughout the year the Fire Company had responded to eleven alarms and twenty-seven
emergency calls. Two successful Drills had been carried out.
In January 1947 a fi:re on Creek Street brought into focus the confusion which results when
citizens fail to take precautionary methods for reporting of a fire. As has been stated, early
in 1946 the Fire Company distributed stickers bearing the two emergency telephone numbers
of the J?enfield Fire Company, with the request the stickers be placed on or near the telephone.
These two numbers were out of the East Rochester telephone exchange, as were most phones
which were installed in or near the center of the Town. ReSidents on the periphery of the
town were apt to have numbers from Fairport, Webster, or Rochester exchanges.

When a fire occurred in a residence on Creek Street at 3:29A.M. the owner, whose phone.
was out of the Rochester exchange, called the Rochester Fire Company but was informed Creek
Street was not in the city's jurisdiction. The Rochester despatcher called East Rochester 53,
the substitute number, and failing to receive an answer, he turned the matter over to the Rochester "Culver" exchange operator. He did not call East Rochester 24, the regular Fire Company number. The Culver operator switched the call to Brighton Fire Department. They ac- ,
cepted the call and despatched a truck. In the meantime, a neighbor spotted the fire and call- '
ed the Fire Company at West Webster and they responded to the call. At 3:45 A. M. a despatcher from Brighton called East Rochester 24 to inquire if word of the fire had been received.
·
John 1Grosser answered in the negative and it was assumed the fire was in West Webster's
district.
The fire was eventually subdued but the residents of Creek Street sent a delegation to the
Penfield Fire Company requesting that a Rochester phone be installed in the Fire Hall, as the
telephone operators became mixed up when an emergency call from their section was received.
No immediate action was taken on the matter but, eventually, the dial system replaced the old
style method of placing telephone calls.
In April a dinner in honor of Chief Leonard Bach, who completed two terms in office, was
held at Valley Echo. He was succeeded by Bernard Bach, as Chief. Glenn Gazley of the Fairport Herald Mail was guest speaker at the dinner. Former Chief John Grosser was elected
Executive Committeeman from Monroe County at the Northern Central Volunteer Fire Association convention.

(38)

Throughout the year contributions had been made to various organizations and civic pro•
jeets apd the number of Drivers had been increased to 21. There had been 13 alarms, 12 drllls
and 9 parades. There were 36 emergency calls for invalid transportation and Mutual Aid calis
were becoming more frequent.
At year's end election of officers resulted in a complete change of members on the Board
of Directors. Roy 1etty, Frank Goodman, and William Erhardt each had served eight years on
the Board, 1oseph Bentley had served five years and lack Burdick two years. They were replaced by Leo Hosley, Edward Stappenbach, Winfield Furman, Myron Brooks, and Alwin Huch.
As the year 1947-48 got under way Chief Bernard Bach began a re-organization of the
Tournament Team, which had been disbanded during the war years. Thomas 1ones, Sr., began
formulating plans for Field Days to be held in 1uly and Leo Hosley began the work of organizing a family picnic. The Fire Company loaned Braman Post of the American Legion their carnival equipment and assisted them in making use of it. They also appeared in ten parades
throughout the summer, in three of which they received awards for appearance, number of men
and traveling the farthest distance.

on 1uly 1, they were called to subdue a roof fire at the home of Leo Patterson, where they
were assisted by firefighters from Webster and Fairport •. Loss amounted to $1500 but it was
generally considered t,he loss would have been greater without the assistance of neighboring
firemen.
On August 10, at 7:00P.M. an emergency call was received. Ayoung man was believed
to be drowned in the Lehr quarry at 1860 Five Mile Line Road. When firemen arrived and
found the body was still in the water, Lieutenant Gordon Albright called the sheriff's office for
dragging equipment. Walter Decker and Robert Maloney tried, with the equipment avaUable,
to locate the body before the sherifr s office arrived1but were unsuccessful. With adequate equipment, the sheriff's deputy recovered the body within fifteen minutes and Clinton Smith immediately applied the resuscitator in an effort to revive the drowned youth, while an ambulance
doctor injected adrenaline into the body. After thirty minutes the doctor pronounced the youth
dead. He was Harold Lehr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Karl Lehr. Together with his sisterand cousin .he had been diving. out of a boat at the quarry on the property of his grandfather, Roy Lehr.

Shortly after this tragedy the Fire Company purchased grappling hooks and Richard Norton procured a neat and efficient case to hold them.
During the summer months William Bach and Sidney Ludwig were delegates to the Western
New York Volunteer Firemen's convention. Carleton Miller WaS delegate to the New York
State Volunteers' convention, and Alwin Huch, 1oseph Kuhn, and LaVerne Sipple attended the
Monroe County Volunteers' convention. Permission was granted by the Fire Comn;tissioners
to tranSfer ownership of one of the old Hose Carts to the East Rochester Exempt Firemen's
Club.
On September 12, the Fire Company was called to fight a devastating fire on the property
of Russell Braman, whose home had burned in 1945. This time his barn was completely destroyed with a loss of approximately $13,000. Fireman Thomas 1ones suffered a back injury
while fighting the blaze.
The next month they were called to the Uhl residence at 1797 Penfield Road to fight a closet
fire which did $1,000 damage. Fireman Guy McGowan and Commissioner William Erhardt received cuts on the hands.
When answering an alarm of fire caused by short circuit at the home of Fred Molz on Whitney Road, it was discovered that the property was out of the Penfield District. In fact, this
area had never been assigned to any district. However, Penfield volunteers fought the blaze
successfully.
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On October 31, Penfield and Brighton firemen were called to fight a fire at the A. Welkley
Dairy Farm on Penfield Road which damaged a large storage barn, dairy supplies, hay, and
straw at an estimated loss of $25,000. Charles Welkley, operator of the farm, and Arthur Salmon, his brother-in-law, discovered the fire about 11:00 A. M. when .they started for the horse
barn. Seven horses were housed on the farm' five ofthem being in the burning building.
Charles Welldey, who was assistant fire chief ·of the Penfield Company, summoned Penfield
and Brighton fire departments. They succeeded in saving the dairy proper, the seven horses,
and removing 20 tons of hay and straw. The two departments, including two companies from
' Brighton, working under the direction of Chief Bernar.d Bach and Chief Howard Galbraith of
Brighton, . removed the baled hay and straw from the ruins by truck, since it was impossible
to put out the fire in the storage barn. ~mong the trucks assisting in the salvage were those
· of the Penfield Town roads sent by Superintendent Dewey Redder; a truck owned by George
Watson, and a dump truck owned by the Welkley Dairy.
Chief Bach was injured when a coupling from a two and one-half inch hose struck him in
the chest. After receiving treatment at the office of Dr. E. S. Deuel, he returned to duty. Fireman Lewis Ransom, who was overcome with smoke, was revived with Penfield's resuscitator
under the direction of Clinton Smith, captain of the first-aid squad. Fireman Carlton Miller
received a hand injury from a pitchfork while helping to remove the hay and was also treated
by Smith. Over 5,000 feet of hose were laid to the nearest fire hydrant 1500 feet away. Penfield Company and the two Brighton Companies each laid hose from the hydrant to the blaze,
while branches were laid from the main lines. Firemen were at the scene until 6:30 Sunday
evening. Cause of the fire was unlmown, although it was thought to have originated between the
ceiling and the roof of the horsebarn attached to the barn. The small amount of insurance on
the building and supplies did not cover the heavy loss.
Members of Penfield's Auxiliary served coffee, milk, sandwiches and cigarettes to the
weary firefighters. Under the Mutual Aidplan, Fairport Fire Department, directed by Chief
Don Malcolm, despatched a fire truck and four men to the Penfield Fire Hall in case another
blaze had broken out in Penfield.
Later on, in the fall firemen assisted in the Penfield Community Chest campaign and they
conducted a Ballowe' en party during which 75 gallons of cider were served to the 600 or 700
who attended, as well as 50 dozen fried cakes, 5 bushels of apples, 8 boxes of gum, 124 pounds
of peanuts, and 320 suckers. They also conducted a Turkey Raffle.
Just about this time the Fire Commissioners decided to enlarge and otherwise alter the
District Fire House. Contracts were let to Anthony Tartaglia for Mason work, Jay Coffee for
carpenter work, George C. Sauer for plumbing and heating, A. R. Pierepont Company for painting, and J. H. Boyce for electrical work. The total cost for this work was estimated at
$22,256.80. The plans and specifications, were drawn by Gordon ~ull, a local architect. The
Commissioners announced the amount to be raised by tax on property for 1948 would total
$4,875.
In January 1948 exemption papers were granted to twenty members. They were Crawford
Bachman (old Penfield Fire Company) Jack Burdick, Armand Bolton, Myron Brooks, Harland
Hofer, Leo Hosley, Earl Rapp, Stanley Salmori, Fred Wolfe, Alwin Huch, William Bach, Joseph
Kuhn, Eustace Deisenroth, Ernest Mathews, Howard Grosser, Harry George, Sidney Ludwig,
Charles Welkley, Leon Tobin, and
Edwin
Ritzenthaler.
·
·
.
.
.
.
'
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Springlike weather prevailed in March and on Good Friday, the 26th, the Fire Company
was plagued with alarms, mostly grass fires. Thirteen times the siren sounded, the calls
coming from practically eyery area in ·the town. Consequently, all equipment was out on the
road when the thirteenth call \vas received. It was for a barn fire on the property of Arthur
Hipp, at 2002 Five Mile Line Road. There were no men available in the vicinity of the fire but
-a passerby, Frank Hill, Jr. of Atlantic Avenue, having just come along the Penfield Road where
a grass fire was being fought near the Brighton Town Line, immediately drove back and informed the firemen of this serious blaze. The firemen sped back to Penfield and were soon
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assisted by the Fire Company of East Rochester but a truck, the barn, and all contents were
destroyed. Fireman McMana of East Rochester was treated by Doctor Deuel for an eye injury.
Damage was estimated at $5,000.
Three weeks later another barn ignited, that of J. W. Hoffman at 1835 Baird Road. The
Chief reported "This fire had a good start when we arrived, the firemen who answered this
alarm are to be complimented for a fine piece of work, the fire was cut off and the damage
held down to $600 by a very efficient demonstration of firefighting."
As a aftermath to the call to fight the fire at the Molz property on Whitney Road earlier in
the year, the Penfield Fire District was changed to include: "ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL
OF LAND situate in the Town of Perinton, County of Monr?e and State of New York, being a
part of Town Lots 55 and 56, bounded and described as follows:- Beginning at a point in the
east boundary of Irondequoit Creek where the same intersects the town line between the towns
of Penfield and Perinton, thence southerly along said east line of Irondequoit Creek and Spring
Lake to where the same intersects the northerly boundaryof premises of the Village of East
Rochester, as received by said Village by deed recorded in Liber 1475 of Deeds at page 310,
thence northeasterly along the north line of premises of said Village to the northeast corner
thereof, thence southerly along the north line of premises of said Village to the northerly
line of lands owned by the Central Railroad Company, the,nce southeasterly along the said
northerly line of lands of the said New York Central Railroad Company to where the same intersects a point 500 feet easterly of the center of Baird Road, thence northerly along said line
parallel to and 500 feet easterly from the center of Baird Road to where the same intersects
the town line to the point of beginning."
In April Chief Bernard Bach's yearly report showed the Fire Company had also fought 36
grass fires, and 14 so-called "small" fires, such as auto and truck accidents, flushing gasoline from roads, spontaneous combustion, ·chimney fires, oil-burner fires, and short circuits.
One false alarm had been received. There were 36 calls for invalid transportation, 4 Mutual
Aid runs, and 18 practice and clean-up drills. An Emergency Relief Squad, as well as Fire
Police Squad, had been organized. At the Annual Inspection pictures had been taken of the entire Company.

a

During the year Mrs. Richard Milks had presented the Company with an American Flag
which had been the property of her late husband, annual customary donations were made, a
Clambake, Turkey Raffle, and a Christmas party, had all served to create one of the busiest
years the Fire Company had experienced.
Election of officers in 1948 placed Leonard Bach as chairman of the Board of Directors,
replacing Leo Hosley. The balance of Board members remained the same as the year before.
Joseph Kuhn replaced Spencer Punnett as 2nd-assistant Chief and Gordon Albright moved from
Lieutenant to Captain, to replace Kuhn. Leo Hosley was elected Lieutenant. Jack Burdick
and Alwin Huch were named delegates to theN. Y. S. V. F. A. convention; Thomas Jones, Sr.,
John F. Grosser, Richard Norton, and John Wood, delegates for W. N.Y. V. F. A. convention;
Lewis Ransom and Hans Weilbye as well as Frank Schrader and Joseph Ramsay were to attend
N. C. V~ F. A. convention. Edward Stappenbach, Gordon Albright, Reginald Oakes, Stanley Salmon, LaVerne Sipple, and ;roseph Kuhn were named to the Monroe County V. F. A. convention,
at which Leonard Bach was elected First Vice-President. Former Chief Bach had also served
on the Legislative Committee, as well as the Resolutions Committee, of theN. Y. S. V. F. A.
.

'

.

t

For nearly twet;lty·years .the LaFrance Pumper had been serving the Fire Company and it
was the concensus ' Q!, op~nionthat it if were used for practice runs and pumper service, it
would not be in eopgit~.on to answer alarms. Therefore, Chief Bernard Bach and his two Assistant Chiefs, Charles Welkley, and Joseph Kuhn, as well as Captain Albright and Lieutenant Hos·
ley, met with the Board of. Fire Commissioners to discuss the question of a new fire truck for
the Fire Company,. Th~y stated the Fire Company had a fund of $2,000 which they would give
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the District toward the purchase of new equipment. The Commisioners asked for time to consider the matter and no definite action was taken at the time.
In the meantime, plans were made for the Field Days which were to be held July 23 and 24.
As an innovation, a newspaper was to be published under the title of The Pen fie 1d Fire
Fighter. In preparation, a staff was formed with Joseph B. Kuhn as publisher. Gordon Albright was Editor and Bernard Bach, General Manager. Robert Maloney, Business Manager;
Joseph Ramsay, Managing Editor; William Embrey, Circulation Manager; Hans Weilbye, Promotion Manager; Lewis Ransom, Assistant Business Manager; John G. Grosser, Assistant Circulation Manager; Reginald Oakes, Assistant Advertising Manager; and Harland Hofer, Secretary and Treasurer. The paper had a circulation of 4,000.
An editorial for the first edition was written by the late Mr. LeRoy C. Percy, Editor of the
East Rochester Herald and Brighton-Pittsford Post. He wrote, in part:
"Never has the old spirit of Penfield been welded closer
together than in the force and power which has been built
into this year's Annual Field Day. Like a unit, the firemen in the town have taken over to make this the biggest
success of all the Field Days of recent years. The 'Fire-Fighter'
is a new departure, in the way of something different, for
which the town has been known as a leader.
We welcome the firemen's sheet, for it gives them a chance
to speak to neighbors and friends in a real vital way. The
printed word is livelier and has longer life than any other
ltnown method of communication. Thus it is that the Fire- Fighter
will probably be seen and reviewed for another forty or fifty
years. Some people who have put their heart and soul into it
will cherish it for posterity, and for reference, it should
find a secure place in the archives of the Public Library
or records of the Town Board. It will be more greatly appreciated 50 years from now, when someone starts to review what
went on in Penfield that many years back."
Mr. Percy was right concerning the force and power which brought about the participation
of more than 25 fire companies and 10 bands in the mammoth parade held on Friday evening,
July 23, 1948. Participating in the parade were Ladies Auxiliaries, all the Scout groups under
the direction of Scoutmaster William Stenner, and the Braman Post of American Legion headed
by Commander Allan Pease. Penfield's Harvest Queen,. Miss Gwen Alford, and her alternate,
Miss Nancy Stenner, rode in an open car. Penfield Firemen marched to the VFW Band of Fair~
port. Battallion Chief Lawrence E. Reilly of the Rochester Fire College acted as parade commentator. The judges were Arthur Hefner, 1st Vice-President of theN. Y. S. V. F. A.; Rufus
Anderson, director of Monroe County V. F. A.; LeRoy C. Percy; Glenn Gazley, Publisher of
the Fairport Herald-Mail; Raymond R. Rice, past president of Monroe County V. F. A.,
Walter Buckert, 2nd Vice-President of the N. Y. S. Fire Chief's Association; and Andrew J.
Schell, president of the Monroe County Association.
The President of the Penfield Fire Company, Harry B. George, acted as parade MarshaL
1
!Joseph Kuhn and Robert Maloney were co-chairmen of the parade. Others responsible for the
mammoth undertaking, under the direction of Chief Bach and Captain Albright (co-chairman
, in general) were Charles Welkley, grounds chariman; Joseph Kuhn, publicity chairman; William
Erhardt, purchasing chairman; John F. Grosser and Leo Hosley, co-chairman of soliciting.
Leonard Bach was finance officer and booths were manned by John Woods, Frank Goodman,
Joseph Ramsay, Howard Grosser, Clinton J. Smith, Henry Verhag and Leo Hosley. The members of the Ladies Auxiliary lent their capable .assistance. Mr. Percy's prediction concerning
this being "the biggest success of all the Field Days of recent years" proved very apt.

When the excitement of the Field Days had subsided and the firemen were being congratulated on all sides for their splendid spirit, they were once more called t9 the property of Russel Braman, when his garage and outbuildings were destroyed by fire. The loss was estimated
at $2,000. They were also called to fight the fire which destroyed the brick house at the Dolemite Plant on the south side of Penfield Road, about 550 feet east of Poplar Drive.
The year 1948 also found Penfield represented on the Legal Defense Fund Committee of the
Monroe County Association. This committee affords an opportunity to every fireman to seek
redress from discriminatory actions, or what he considers uilfair adjudication, arising out of
injuries suffered in the line of duty. He may procure such adjustment without cost to himself
or his family as the Legal Defense Fund Committee has funds available to finance the necessary
legal moves. These funds have been built up out of various group and individual contributions.
over a period of several years. In actual operation, the Fund is administered by five members
of the County Associatio~ who are elected to the Legal Defense Fund Committee. Members of
the Committee, at that time, were 1ohn K. Steeves, of Chili Fire Department; 1ohn Sterling, of
Barnard Fire Department; William Reid of East Rochester; Arthur M. Hefner of Laurelton;
and J'oseph Bently of Penfield. The Committee is empowered to hear and determine applications
for the appropriation of money out of the fund to further legal claims of volunteer firemen of
Monroe County, or the next of kin, when such firemen shall have been injured or killed in the
line of duty.
The end of Chief Bernard Bach's term of office as Chief of the Fire Company brought to a
close two of the most enterprising years of any Volunteer Fire Compnay in the surrounding
countryside.

PENFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY - 1947- FRONT ROW: Robert Maloney, Carlton
Miller, Lewis Ranson, Alwin F. Huch, Sidney Ludwig, Leonard Bach, William Erhardt, 1ohn
F. Grosser, 1oseph B. Kuhn, Spencer Punnett, Bernard Bach, Gordon Albright, Roy J'etty,
Harry B. George, Stanley Salmon, Laverne P. Sipple. SECOND ROW: Clinton 1. Smith, Eustace Deisenroth, Charles 1acobs, David Kitts, Frank Goodman, J'oseph Ramsey, Armand S.
Bolton, Myron Brooks, 1oseph W. Bentley, George Bach, Edgar Hollister, 1ohn Ward, 1ohn
Hibbs, William Bach, Leon Tobin, Lloyd Smith. THIRD ROW: Calvin DeWitt, 1ohn Hall, Erne!':t Mathews, Walter Decker J'r., Leo Hosley, Edward Stappenbach, Francis Schull, Thomas
E~ J'ones, Dr. Ellsworth Deuel, Frank Schrader, Howard Grosser, J'ohn G. Grosser, Henry
Verhag, Reginald Oakes, Hamilton C. King. BACK ROW: Richard Stenner, Winfield Furman,
Richard Norton, J'ack Burdick, Fred Wolfe, J'ohn Dixon, J'ohn Woods, Hans Weilbye, Charles
Becker; Guy McGowan, Eugene O'Leary, Earl Flugel, Frank Connellan, Daniel deRoos,
l'Of'ieph Newman.

Chapter XIII
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1949 - 1954
Charles Welkley was elected. Chief of the Fire Company in 1949, and at the end of his first
month in office he reported there had-·been 15 fire alarms that month, as well as two calls for
invalid transportation.
Before 1 ~ong parade activities began and Penfield men won first prize for the best appearing
Company at West Walworth. 1oseph Kuhn had been active in publicizing the need for various
sectional associations and before long his efforts brought 29 new companies into the Northern
Central V. F. A. The convention of this association was held at Lyons, New York and delegates
from Penfield included 1ohn Grosser, 1oseph Bentley, Leonard Bach, Edward Stappenbach, and
1oseph Ramsay. Twenty-one men paraded, accompanied by the Ladies Auxiliary and Braman
Post Band. When the convention was over, delegate 1ohn Grosser had been electedfirst vicePresident of the Northern Central V. F. A.
·
Not long after this/,, ~he members of the Company were grieved to lose a member who was
held in high esteem by everyone, a member of the 1910 Company, in the 'death of David Kitts.

Early in the year, the Volunteers were called to subdue a fire on the property of Leonard
C. Treman, 1050 Pemield Road, when his garage burned. Two pleasure cars and a garden .
tractor were destroyed along with the garage. The blaze was kept from spreading to the
residence. Loss w:as estimated at $2500.
Several days later, t~e newly-built unoccupied house of Walter Cooman, on Whitney Road
was the scene of a fire, at which Commissioner 1ohn Grosser suffered a leg injury. Loss was
estimated at $3,000.
Up to this time no action had been taken by the Commissioners toward replacing the LaFrance truck. The population had increased more than one-third in the preceding ten years, it
now was 4,847.
.
In 1uly 1949 Chief Welkley prepared, and presented to the Commissioners, a complete inventory of fire-fighting equipment available to the Volunteers.
The inventory listed:,.
1 1929 American LaFrance Truck, equipped with 500 galhm pumper, 25 lengths of 2-i" hose,
30 feet of hard suction!>" hose, 300 feet of 3/4" hose on reel with nozzle and 2" tip, 100 gallon water tank, 1 24-foot extension ladder, -l 5" x 2-i" Y with 2 ten-foot 2-i" hose, 2 2-i" nozzles with 6 tips of varying sizes, 2 2-i" siamese, 1 pike pole, 8 ladder straps, 7 2-i" adapters,
4 hrdrant. wre11;ches, 3 hotshot electric lights, 1 firefighter, 2 2-i:" gal. foamite extinguishers,
2 22" gal. soda and acid extinguishers, 1 20# C02, 1 1-i quart pyrene, 1 axe, 1250 watt lighting plant with 2 flood lights and 200 feet of wire, 6 coats, and 12 pair of boots.
1 1930 Chevrolet Truck, equipped with a 75 gallon pump, 100 gallon booster tank, 400 feet 1-i"
hose, 2 1f" nozzles with i" tips, 300 feet of 3/4" booster hose on reel with nozzle and i" tip,
1 pike pole, 30 feet 2" hard suction hose, 1 2-i" x 1-i" siamese, 1 20# C02, 1 2-i gallon soda
and acid extinguishers, 4 fire fighters, 1 24 foot extension ladder, 1 12 fo9t hook ladder, and
2 electric lights - dry cell batteries.
1 1941 Chevrolet Emergency Truck, with first-aid equipment, etc. Used to carry supplies to
fires.
The inventory showed also, that on May 9, 1949 permission had been granted by Executive
Department, Division of Safety, Sate of New York, (Thos. W. Ryan, Director) to display blue
lights while enroute to the scene of a fire or other emergency. Such lights to comply with certain provisions.
Scarcely had the Commissioners received the inventory when firemen were called
out at ll:30 P.M. on 1uly 20, to fight a fire in the George Becker building on the southeast
corner of Penfield and Five Mile Line Roads, during the course of which fireman Charles
Becker received a foot injury. Damage was estimated at about $2,000.
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The next month, on August 21, a barn on the tenant farm of Charles Harris, 2040 Penfield
Road, was destroyed by fire when a nearby grass fire raged out of control, firing the barn and
contents. The loss was estimated to be $11,000.
Shortly thereafter, the Commissioners sold to Herman Steffen of Fairport, for the sum of
$400. -the Auxiliary Pumper Trailer purchased in 1946 from the War Assets Administration.
In October they purchased a 1941 Dodge 1i ton truck chassis from Church Motors of Fairport
for the sum of $1550.
During the summer months of 1949, in preparation for the Field Days to be held, another
edition of the Penfield Fire Fighter was published, with a circulation of 6,000. Joseph Kuhn
was publisher; Gordon Albright, Editor; Leo Hosley, Assistant Editor; Charles Welkley, General Manager; William Erhardt, Business Manager; Joseph Ramsay, Advertising Manger, Robert Maloney, Assistant Advertising Manager, Richard Norton, Circulation Manager, Winfield
Furman, Assistant Circulation Manager. They were assisted by Edward Stappenbach, Eustace
Deisenroth, Harland Hofer, Lewis Ransom, Richard Stenner, Earl Flugel, Charles Becker,
Forrest Hetrick, Reginald Oakes, Guy McGowan, Hans Weilbye, Albert Koehler, William
Embrey: and Jack Burdick.
Again, some of the "biggest" names in the history,of area Fire Companies acted as judges
of the mammoth parade. Stanley Salmon, President of the Fire Company, as well as a Commissioner, was Parade Marshal. Leo Hosley was parade chairman. 15 Bands appeared in the
parade as well as hundreds of pieces of equipment. Companies from Sea Breeze, Manchester,
Brighton, Newark, Genesee Valley, Hamlin, Laurelton, Lincoln, Palmyra, Fishers, Macedon
Center, Egypt, Macedon, Walworth, Point Pleasant, West Brighton, Webster, East Rochester,
Pittsford, Union Hill, Mendon, BrockPort, Barnard, West Webster, Rochester Exempt, Scottsville & West Walworth all sent their well-drilled and uniformed Fire Department personnel to
take part in the parade• In addition, Chief John Slattery of the Rochester Fire Bureau, and
Deputy Chief Ambrose Foos, director of Rochester Fire College, acted as judges along with
.those who had judged the parade the year before. Among the special guests were Irving J.
Wallach, vice president, and Eugene M. Braun, secretary, of theN. Y. S. Firemen's Association;
John K. Stevens, of N. C. Department; Gene Edwards, former battalion chief of Henrietta Fire
Department and official photographer of the Penfield Fire Fighter; and a host of others.
Echoes of these Field Days sounded and re-sounded for many months, throughout the area.
In the Fall of 1949 LaVerne Sipple resigned as Secretary of the Fire Company and Robert
Maloney was appointed to complete the term. ·
Toward the end of the year qualified voters went-to the polls to approve issuance by the
Commissioners of $17,000 Fire District Serial Bonds of the Penfield Fire District for purchase
of a new Mack Fire Truck, a type 75 Triple Combination Pumper chasis from Mack International
Motor Truck Company of Rochester, for the sum of $15,118.25. The Commissioners also authorized purchase of a siren, flasher, heat exchanger, rear spotlight, gas control and booster hose
nozzle for the new Dodge Fire Truck.
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80 YEARS OF PROGRESS 1870- 1950
The Fire Company contributed $3,700 toward the equipment.
On February 27, 1950 firemen were called to the property of L. Schau man, on the FairportNine-Mile Point Road, at 4:25 P.M., when a barn on the property became ignited and burned.
Damage to building and contents was estimated at $3,500. Cause of the blaze was unknown.
While fighting a grass fire on: Baird Road, Fireman Forrest Hetrick was injured. The
Insurance -Company refused to honor the claim and the case was referred to the County Legal
Defense Committee. As a result, the Fire Company cancelled their business with the Insurance Company.
When the year ended Chief Welkley reported from Aprill949-March 1~50 the Company had
answered 62 alarmsof fire. 31 of these calls were for grass fires, 4 were in woods, 14 were
small fires of rubbish, wood shingles, chimneys, small sheds, etc., 6 were for dump fires.
1 Emergency call had been answered when a large tree fell on a power line on the southern
end of Five Mile Line Road. A letter of appreciation had been received from Alexander Beebee,
President of the Rochester Gas ana Electric Corporation for the tremendous help given them
by use of a portable generator. The men had appeared in 18 parades and taken part in 11 drills .•
They had also answered 39 calls for invalid transportation.
Gordon Albright had been elected delegate to theN .Y.S.V.F .A. and Arthur Urckfitz had
been chosen to attend the Monroe County VFA Quarterly convention. John Grosser was elected
President of the Northern Central, at a convention at Phelps, New York, while Joseph Kuhn had
acted as Executive Committeeman from Monroe County at this convention.
At the same time, Leonard. Bach was elected President of the Monroe County Volunteer
Firemen's As sociation.
Scarcely twenty years had elapsed since Penfield Fire Company sent its first delegates,
Roy Jetty and Louis Poppoon, to a convention of Northern Central V.F.A. but the record shows
that the knowledge gained by the two pioneers was of inestimable value to the Penfield Fire
Company. The amount of money to be raised by property tax for 1950 was $8,318.
As Chief Welkley began his second year in office, John Grosser became ill and his death,
scarcely six months after his election to the Presidency of N.C.V.F.A., left a void in the spirit
of the Fire Company. Perry Rothfuss was appointed Fire Commissioner to fill the unexpired
term.
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In 1une of 1950 the Company published another Penfield Fire Fighter in anticipation of
Field Days. Its circulation was again 6,000. Once more, big name judges, bands and guests
were present. Because of the immense crowds of other years, Field Days of 1950 were held
in a "field" on the hill located east of Five Mile Line Road between Belvedere Heights and
Harmon Road, instead of on the grounds behind the Fireball. A ham supper was served by the
Ladies Auxiliary.

As the year closed the annual Chief's report showed the firemen had fought 11 grass fires,
20 small blazes such as haystacks, chimneys, oil-burner flareups, automobile fires, defective
wirings, lightning, tree fires, tractor, gas pump upset, and 2 Mutual Aid Rums, one of them
being the LeFrois Pickle Factory fire at Webster, New York. The most spectacular blaze
occurred when the garage of Harold Marshall at Fairport-Nine Mile Point Road burned. The
building was destroyed and loss estimated at $800. However, the residence a few feet away
was saved.
The report showed, also, that two new civic projects had received the support of the Fire
Company, for along with the annual contributions they had contributed to the Penfield Scholarship Fund and the Sports ~anquet.
1oseph Kuhn was elected Chief of the Fire Company in 1951 and almost immediately the
whole Company plunged into plans for the Northern Central Volunteer Firemen's Association
convention, which was held in Penfield last year. Chief Kuhn was general chairman of the
event. On 1une 22, a cheering crowd of 10,000 persons jammed the town to watch the convention parade. About 1,000 volunteers, 25 marching bands, women's auxiliaries and firefighting
equipment from seven counties participated in the parade.
An honored guest at the convention was Captain Samuel Guerreiro of Honolulu, Hawaii Fire
Department. Captain Guerreiro had been in charge of fire equipment that fought the savage
fires at Hickam Field, following the 1apanese sneak attack December 7, 1941.
1udges of the parade included many of· the personages in the field of firemanics who had
acted as judges in previous years, as well as lames M. Surridge, secretary of the Western
New York V. F. A.; William A. Specht, past-president of Northern Central Fire Association;
Frank T. Lonergan, farm reporter of the Democrat and Chronicle; Edward Van Neil, Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra; and Lois McBride, New York State Champion Majorette.
Once again, 1oseph Kuhn was named Executive Committeeman for Monroe Country in the
Northern Central V. F. A .
. The Monroe County V. F. A. quarterly convention was also held in Penfield in 1951. 200
persons attended the convention, making the greatest number of delegates on record.
Richard Stenner represented the Penfield Fire Company at the convention of the Western
New York V. F. A.
In February 1952 the Fire Commissioners granted the petition of Frank Lonergan, a
member of the Town and Coonty Council, and 1oseph Ramsay, Director of Civilian Defense
in Penfield, for use of the Firehouse as headquarters for Communication and Control Center of Civil Defense.

Again, death took from the ranks a well-known and respected veteran of the 1910 Fire
Company, Theodore Stenner.
As the year ended, Chief Kuhn reported the Fire Company had responded to 66 alarms
of fire, 7 Mutual Aid calls, 1 Civilian Defense drill, 9 practice drills, 19 ambulance calls,
and appeared in 9 parades, in three of which they were awarded prizes. Two of the mutual
aid calls covered fires at Eastman Kodak Company, and a third the Brighton gas explosion
disaster. Fire College certificates were received by 19 men, and Chief Kuhn had attended
the Fire Chief's School at Old Forge. A 12-volt Unit, Two-Way Radio System had been purchased, the Fire Company paying for one, and the Commissioners paying for the other. The
Commissioners also provided the Fire Company with nine Scotch Light safety belts to be
used by the Fire Police.
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As the summer of 1952 approached there was QlUCh discussion concerning the matter of
holding Field Days. One or two neighboring Fire Companies had discontinued the practice
several years earlier and were conducting a house-to-house canvas.s for funds. They had
reported this method proved satisfactory, for them. With this advice in mind, the Penfield
firemen decided to adopt the new plan and, in anticipation of the drive, letters were sent to
all property owners in the Town, advising them that a representative of the Fire Company
would call on them to solicit funds.
The Drive· was very successful financially, but it marked the end of an era in which the
citizenry gaily mingled for a common cause.
As the year progressed, a testimonial dinner was given for Leonard Bach as President
of the Monroe County V. F. A. Chief Kuhn, LaVerne Sipple, and Edward Stappenbach were
guests of WRNY Station "Carnival Time" program, on which they gave a very good description of up-to-date fire fighting equipment. Henry Verhag was nominated and elected "Fireman of the Year " at the Northern Central V.F.A. convention at Williamsville, New York, and
was awarded a trip to New York City.
A two-way radio was purchased for the LaFrance pumper.
For thirty years, since 1921 Corinne, the little Rumsay hand-pumper, had been relegated
to obscurity but, in the summer of 1951, Mr. 1 . Erwin Porter, an artist living iri Penfield,
· offered to refurbish and restore the little antique. He secured catalogs showing original models of this pumper and spent innumerable hours reconstructing the design. Restored to her
former beauty Corinne became the "darling" of the Fire Company and appeared in many parades, to the envy of many other Companies. Mr . Por ter was given Honorary membership in
the Fire Company in 1952.
The members of the Fire Company also gave honor to two veterans of the 1910 Company
at a dinner for Winfield Furman and Frank Goodman. They were presented with Past Chief's
badges. Three months later Winfield Furman died, and he was s oon followed in death by
1ohn Fahrer, who had served as Treasurer of the Fire Commission for a period of eight years.
As the year ended Chief Kuhn was appointed Fire Inspector of the P enfield Fire District
by the Penfield Town Board. He reported the Fire Company had answered 39 fire alarms
throughout the year, as well as 7 ambulance calls. The most serious of these fires had been
that of a residence and barn on Embury Road, about 3200 feet west of the intersection of Embury and Creek Street, approximately 760 feet south of Empire Boulevard. (This section of
Embury Road is now closed.) The owner, a Mr. Barnes, lost his life in the fire.
Another spectacular blaze had been the barn on the property of Edward R. Straight, 1661
Sweet's Corner\ Road. Two barns and a chicken house, as well as 200 chickens, were destroyed. Firemen from Egypt, Union Hill, Webster, West Walworth, Fairport, and Lincoln
assisted Penfield men in fighting this fire, late on a Sunday afternoon in October, Loss was
estimated between $10,000 and $15,000.
Penfield firemen had assisted Webster Fir e Company in controlling a fire in a bowling
hall, as well as the East Rochester Fire Company at Aeolian Piano Company's fire.
The Commissioners announced the total sum to be raised by tax on property for 1953
was $9,500.
Election of Officers in April 1953 placed Gor don Albright, a member of the Company
since 1938, in the position of Chief of the Fire Company. Honor was given to Clarence Nabor
in appreciation of help of various kinds which he had rendered the Fire Company. J'oseph
Kuhn was elected 2nd vice-President of Northern Central V. F. A.
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On J'uly 5, the firemen were called to fight a fire whic;h was discovered about 11:00 A. M.
at the home of Charles Townsend, 2 Corwin Road. Firemen battled the blaze for several hours
and finally succeeded in preventing the complete structure from being destroyed. The roof and
upper story were consumed. The fire was believed to have been caused by defective wiring.
Penfield firemen employed at the Despatch Shops were released from their duties there, to
assist in fighting the fir~.
For several years consideration had ·been given to removal of the fire siren from the
roof of Schaufelberger Bros. garage to the roof of the Fire Hall. As a result, in August 1953,
an electrician was employed to wire the firehouse as well as the fire alarm box at the garage,
also the box at Penfield Tavern, in connection with the change, and the siren was removed to
its present site.
During the summer, the Fire Company sponsored a Little League Baseball Team, and
made the customary annual contributions to various civic and charitable organizations.
Harold Lonneville presented the firemen .with a new Indian Fire Fighter Pump.
Through the winter months Ambrose Foos, of the Rochester Fire Department, conducted
a class in fire fighting for the Penfield Fire Company at the Fire Hall.
It was also in 1953 that death claimed J'acob Stenner, who had been Treasurer of the 1910
Company, and a Charter Member of the 1929 Company. The whole Community mourned his
loss.

Near the end of the year, the Fire District was extended to cover land in the Town of
Perinton known as the Penfield Heights Tract, and the Fire Company purchased a 2-ton 1954
Chevrolet truck from Hoselton Motor Company for $1,892, which they presented to the Fire
District.

EQUIPMENT 1954
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The Commissioners announced the amount to be raised by property tax for 1954 was
$10,052.27.
As the member of the Fire Company met in April 1954, for election of officers, there
was a Standing Moment of silent Prayer for fireman Frank McMahon, who had been a member of the Company for two years, and whose death after a short illness grieved the men.
Markers were purchased for the graves of all those who had died while holding active
membership in the Company.
During the year, Eustace Deisenroth, a very popular member of the Company for four teen years, and whose daughter J"oan had previously been chosen by the Fire Company as
"Queen", moved away and a party was held in his honor. Former chief, Bernard Bach, was
named "Fireman of the Year" at the Northern Central Convention, and Ca ol Young was voted Penfield's current candidate for Queen.
In October the Volunteers were called to fight a stubborn blaze when farm buildings
burned on the property of Howard Kuelling, 2791 Penfield Road. The fire started sometime
after 3:00P.M. and consumed a large barn and poultry house. Also consumed in the blaze
was a large quantity of grain, farm machinery, and tools. Loss was estimated at $25,000.
Volunteers from West Walworth, Webster, and Lincoln assisted at the fire. The ruins smouldered for days.

When the Board of Commissioners met in December 1954 one of the original five members:
Harry George, resigned. He had capably served on the Commission for .twenty• years. He
was replaced by Hamilton King, who was elected for a term of five years . The Commissioners announced the amount to be raised by property tax for 1955 amounted to $10,552~27.
During Chief Albright's terms of office, several changes became necessary in the policy of
the Fire Company. From 1917, when the population was 2,967, until World Warn, the census
figure remained around 3,000. By the time the war ended, four years later, in 1945 the census
figure had begun to climb. Sub-divisions were developing rapidly. As new roads were built.oftentimes the natural drainage of water was diverted causing hitherto dry cellars to be flooded. Such
flooding played havoc with heating systems, particularly the oil-burning furnaces which had replaced old-style coal-burning furnaces.
At first, the volunteer firemen received an occasional request to pump water from a basement,
which they did willingly, but each year brought an increase in the number of these calls and they
became burdensome to ,the .volunteers.
There was also a problem with the Suburban Emergency Relief car which had been purchased
in 1941. In the beginning, the use of this car was freely given in emergency or hardship cases

but as more frequent, unwarranted, requests for this service were r eceived the volunteers began
to question the validity of them.
Finally, in 1955 the Fire Commissioners found it necessary to announce the ambulance would
no longer be in service. It had become mechanically defective and not safe to operate on the highway. It was sold for $100.
The Commissioners also announced that the pumping of water from basements, by volunteer
firemen and their equipment, could no longer be expected by the general public.
Rapidly, Penfield was expanding on all sides, and in many ways. No longer was the rural .
atmosphere readily discernible. Rather, it was becoming more suburban. Daily, now, the fire
siren was blown at 12 noon, any other single blast was for a Mutual Aid call. Periodically, new
water hydrants were being installed in sub-divisions, and construction of new school buildings all
added greatly to the heavy responsibilities now being borne by the Volunteers.

Chapter XIV
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1955-1958
Clinton Smith, a charter member Qf the 1929 Company, was elected Chief of the Fire Company in 1955, and a few days later, on April12, firemen were called to fight a fire at the property of Howard Frank at 1303 Sweet's Corner$ Road, where a large nursery packinghouse
burned. It was caused by an overheated furnace. Damage was estimated at $3500~
The next month firemen were called to fight a blaze·at the Midvale Country Club on Baird
Road, at 1:30 P.M. Damage to buildings was estimated at $10,000 but amount of damage to
contents was unestimated, due to equipment of members being stored in lockers.
·
On J'une 6 an emergency call was received from the residence of Henry Kowalski of ·2779
Atlantic Avenue. Respi:ration of his small son had stopped. After the firemen had used a full
tank of oxygen, in an attempt to restpre breathing, a doctor pronounced the child dead.
Other events of the year included the election of J'oseph Kuhn as first vice-President of
Northern Central V.F.A., and Henry Verhag was presented a Life· Membership in the Western
New York V.F .A. The Fire Company purchased, and presented to the Fire District, a two- .
way radio to be installed in the 1954 Chevrolet truck.
In December, the Commissioners received a notice from the Rochester Telephone Corporation that, inasmuch as they had installed underground lines in Penfield, they would have no
further need for a pole located at the corner of Penfield and Five Mile Line Roads. As fire
alarm wires belonging to the Penfield Fire Company were attached to this pole, the Commissioners arranged for transfer of title to the Fire District for the sum of one dollar.
In J'anuary of 1956 the By-Laws of the Fire Company were amended to read:
"No person shall hereafter be eligible for admission
to active membership in this Company unless he shall
be 21 years of age and shall not have arrived at his
41st birtl)day, No person who shall become an active
member of the Penfield Fire Company, Inc., after
J'anuary 1, 1956 shall remain an active member after
he shall have arrived at his 56th birthday and upon
his arriving at that age, he shall, without further
action of the Company, cease to be an active member
thereof. This provision shall not apply to any
person who shall be or become an active member of
the company prior to J'anuary 1, 1956.
·
. On March 10, 1956 firemen were called to fight a fire at the Redman Sand & Gravel Company at 1530 Penfield Road when a pile of waste became ignited from lighted Floodlights at
11:45 A.M. Damage to the building amounted to $5,000• and contents damaged were valued at
$10,000.

· In the Spring a 1-ton Chevrolet truck chassis was purchased by the Fire Company and the
Commissioners supplied a squad car body for the truck. The body was purchased from the
¥ayday Equipment Company, at a cost of $2,577. The chassis had cost $1,980.

1956 EMERGENCY CAR
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Other activities of the. Company included installation of a carrying rack on the LaFrance
truck, for the large ladder. The younger members of the Company engaged in tournament
practice, travelling as far afield as Floral Park, Long Island with the 1954 Pumper, to take
part in the New York State Convention competition.

TOURNAMENT TEAM- 1956- TOP ROW: L toR- Eugene Renner, Otto Mechler, Paul Norton,
Charles Becker, Leon Heslor, Duane Heslor. BOTTOM ROW: L toR- Francis Shull, Louis
Ransom, Kenneth Albright, Edward Bender, J"r.
The Board of Commissioners tendered a RESOLUTION OF RESPECT to the family of
William Erhardt, whose sudden death grieved members of the community. He was a charte
member of the 1929 Company and had served as Fire Commissioner for thirteen years.
As the year 1955-56 drew to a close, Chief Smith's annual report listed 19 small fires,
such as garages, strawstacks, rubbish, wires down during Hurrican Connie, automobiles,
oil-burner flareups, gas leaks, 19 grass fires, 1 woods, filling of 2 gas mains, 7 Mutual
Aid runs, including the Steffen fire on Baird Road where damage amounted to $65000, 2
false alarms, 6 dump fires, a 12th Night Tree Burning ceremony at American Legion Field
by Girl Scouts, 1 Civil Defense alert, 19 drills and 9 parades.
The Commissioners announced the amount to be raised by property tax for 1957 was
$14,774 .
. During the summer the Fire Company lost another member in the death of Leonard Bach,
who had been a tireless worker for everything pertaining to good firemanics. He had acted as
Sergeant-At-Arms, as well as Treasurer of the Fire Company, before becoming Chief, in 1945.
At the time of his death he was past-President of the Monroe County V.F.A., as well as having
served on various committees in the New York State V. F. A.
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On October 16, 1956, firemen were called to the house of William Meyers at 84 Raymond
Road, to subdue a fire. Loss amounted to $2,000.
Shortly after this they answered an alarm of fire when a barn on the north side of Sweet's
Corners Road burned. This barn was located about 200 feet east of the intersection of Dublin
and Sweet's Corners Road. It was the property of Walter Dryer. This spectacular blaze drew
many motorists as on-lookers.
At the convention of the Northern Central V.F .A. held in Penn Yan, Penfield's past-Chief,
Joseph Kuhn, was elected president of that Association. He was also a member of the board of
Fire Commissioners, having been selected to fill the vacancy left by the death of William
Erhardt.
Chief Smith's report in April 1957 listed several new potential fire hazards with which the
Volunteers now had to cope. Besides 15 grass fires, and 2 dump fires, there had been 29
small fires caused by short-circuits in televisions, sump pumps, automatic washers, electric
stoves, etc. There were also oil-burner flareups, foreign matter in gas furnaces, ,chimney
fires, water-heaters, lightning, fallen limbs, burning wires, and strawstacks which burned.
A small child had been rescued from a locked bathroom, and a woman, locked out of her home
appealed for help as her pressure cooker was on the stove. There had been a 12th Night treeburning ceremony, 4 civil defense drills, 12 Mutual Aid calls, 1 emergency ambulance call,
flooding of two skating rinks, 21 drills, 5 inspections and five parades.
Guy McGowan, who joined the Fire Company in 1946, was elected to the office of Chief in
April1957.
Members appointed as official Drivers were Gordon Albright, Bernard Bach, J. Davenport,
Duane Heslor, L. Heslor, George Kolb, Harold Lonnevilie, Otto Mechler, Carleton Miller,
Eugene Mueller, Paul Norton, Eugene Renner, Clinton Smith, Francis Shull, Arthur Urckfitz,
Bernard Vogt, Milton Weishaar; and Walter Kier.
·
Named as official Fire Police were Henry Verhag, George Bach, Spencer Punnett, Joseph
Kuhn, Richard Norton, Albert Koehler, Frank Schrader, Richard McMahon, Edward Bender, Sr.,
and John Dixon.
In December, the 1929 Chevrolet fire truck was sold to the Farmington Volunteer Fire
Association, Incorporated, for the sum of $50. Fire equipment and ladders, which had been
housed in the small wooden structure at the rear of the firehouse, were moved to the Penfield
Town garage on Jackson Road. The small structure which had housed this excess equipment
was sofd to Carleton Milier, who removed it from the property.
During the year Penfield firemen were called upon to perform a very dangerous operation,
the extrication of an employee of the Redman Concrete Corporation from a caved-in sand tunnel.
Their efforts were successful.
They were also called upon to subdue a fire at the home of Raymond Nannini at 93 Country
Lane. Estimated damage was $2,000.
When a small blaze developed at the residence of George Davis on Meadowview Drive, a
neighbor reported just four and one-half minutes elapsed from the time the call was sent
in until the firemen were directing water on the fire.
Prompt and skillful action on the part of the Volunteers prevented serious loss when fire
developed in the partition of the Pedersen residence, caused by an overheated stove. Loss
amounted to $400.
Not only did Chief McGowan inaugurate a plan for "good-housekeeping" but he worked constantly toward a goal which included maximum security for the Volunteers, as well as the citizens of the township.
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The old American LaFrance fire truck was taken out of service, stripped of accessories
and removed to the Town barns on Salt Road. Its radio was installed in the emergency car.
Workmen's Compensation and Employers' Liability policy was changed to include coverage of
all firemen participating in contests of skill.for exhibition, or as an official in any capacity.
Periodic inspections of the schools were made, and policing of basketball games was
conducted as a fire safety measure. Blue lights were installed on the trucks by the volu"teers.
Through his efforts, the Penfield Fire Department was given accredited rating to enable
farm property within five miles of the Fire Company's station to receive an additional 5%
credit on their insurance rates.
From the Commissioners, he obtained permission for the younger members of the Fire
Company to assemble a 1941 Ford Squad car into a tournament truck. When it was completed
the volunteer's presented it to the Fire District.
Chief McGowan's annual report showed 58 fire alarms had been answered, 30 drills conducted and 8 Mutual Aid runs had been made.
Commissioners Perry Rothfuss, as delegate, and Gordon Albright, as alternate, were
elected to the 86th annual convention of the Firemen's Association at Syra~use, New York.
Commissioner Joseph Kuhn represented the Fire District at the County Fire District Officers'
Association.
Two of the fires reported by Chief McGowan resulted in extensive loss. The first fire, in
January 1958, a building owned by Mrs. E. Crippen and occupied by Max Kier as an upholstery
shop, was a former District scl:loolhouse located on the southwest corner of Atlantic Ave. &
· Jackson Roads. It was known as the "Pound" schoolhouse. The fire was caused by a short
circuit in wiring. Dama:ge to the building was estimated at $7,000. It was reportedly insured
for $4,500. The second fire in March 1958,
caused by a short circuit, did approximately
$7,000 damage to the dwelling of Robert O'Grady, 89 Burrows Hills Drive. Damage to contents was estimated to be $1,000.
In February of that year, while answering a Mutual Aid call from Webster, Volunteer
Fireman Richard Norton suffered painful injuries when his car was demolished, by collision
with another, during a severe snow storm.
On August 10, 1958, Penfield's oldest active fireman died. He was Frank Goodman, a
charter member of the 1910 Company. He had remained active in the Fire Company until his
death. He had, previously, requested that upon his death no flowers be sent, in tribute, but
that his friends contribute to the Penfield Fire Company, in his memory. Forty-eight American Flags, and six additional grave markers, were purchased and placed in the local cemeteries as memorials.
'

The Fire Commissioners announced in September that the amount to be raised by tax on
property for 1959 was $16,853. A summary of the past ten years, from 1948 to 1958, showed
the Fire Company had purchased, and presented to the Fire District, equipment valued at
$22,000.
.
In the Fall of 1958 the Commissioners purchased a new Federal vertical general-alarm
siren from the Fire Equipment Sales Company in Buffalo, New York (or the sum of $750.

Chief McGowan's second year in office was filled with new problems for the Volunteers.
It was found necessary to issue a warning to householders concerning the planting of trees and
shrubs around hydrants. In some cases, property owners had graded with blacktop so that it
was impossible for the firemen to make a hose connection, even, in some cases, to gain access
to hydrants.
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Since 1950 the population had doubled. Names of new streets were constantly being reported in alarms of fire. The Volunteers were hard put to memorize all these new locations.
As a result, all drivers were instructed to ascertain exact destinations before leaving the
Fire Hall in answer to alarms. A new method was worked out for cataloging of street names.
Lewis Ransom and Charles Meng assumed responsibility for making up a file.
On the Chiers regular inspection tour, he found all hydrants now in good shape but suggested a new hydrant be placed at the rear of the new school building. (After the 1958 Chicago
school disaster, all schools were required to be re-inspected and reports submitted to the
Director of Safety.) Uniformed Volunteers continued to be present at all school home games.

False alarms were becoming more numerous and a warning vias issued that culprits
would be fully prosecuted.
During the year firemen responded to 55 fire and emergency calls, as well as making 3
Mutual Aid runs. They took part in 40 drills. Included in the fires was one on the property
of Harry Weatherlow, at the northwest col"ner of Atlantic Avenue and Scribner Road, when an
overheated lamp fired a brooder house, destroying all the baby chickens. Loss was estimated .
at $2,375.
The same month ·35 volunteers responsded when an emergency call was received for aid
in finding a small child lost in the swampland around Plank Road. The search was successful
and the child suffered no serious harm.
The estimated fire loss throughout the district, for the year, amounted to $18,100.
During the summer of 1958 the Fire Compan.y received a call from the location upon which
the new Penfield Senior High School was being constructed. Forms, used in the construction
of a reinforced concrete roof gave way, and the roof started to cave in. Penfield Volunteers
directed streams of water on the concrete for three and one-half hours to keep it from becom·
ing "set" before it could be removed.
Requests were received on several occasions for the use of fire hose by the Penfield
Highway Department to free clogged storm sewers. Such requests were granted and, before
long, the matter became one for debate in the Fire Company.' On several occasions, when
Water Department pumps were all in u~e, the Fire Company received emergency calls. At two
of these, where water was over three feet deep in the basements of dwellings, there was no heat
in the homes. In one of these homes without heat a small child was ill arici the head of the
household was a patient in a Rochester hospital.
Eventually a vote was taken in the Fire Company and the pumping of cellars was voted
down, though several members were in favor of the Chief having authority to order this done,
at his discretion.
For many years, Byron 1etty, 1r., George Watson, Howard Kaler, and Henry Verhag, all
resident taxpayers, had acted as Election Inspectors. As Chief McGowan's term of office was
ending, t;hese men met in April 1959 an<J conducted the annual election of officers of the Fire
Company.

Chapter XV

(55)

1959-1960
Robert Maloney, a member of the Fire Company since 1946, was elected Chief to succeed
Guy McGowan, who had also served as chairman of various committees of the Northern Central Volunteer F~remen' s Association.
Delegates for the coming year were elected. Carleton Miller and Richard Norton were
named to attend the New York State V.F.A. convention; Edward Bender, Sr., and F. Shull,
delegate!), with John Hebbs and Andrew Gleason, alternates, at Northern Central V.F.A. convention; Thomas Barron and Eugene Renner, delegates, and Harold Lonneville and William
Murphy, alternates at Western New York, V.F.A. convention; Robert Maloney and Richard
McMahon, delegates and Frank Schrader and Spencer Punnett, alternates, at Monroe County
V.F.A. convention.
As the new year of the Fire Company got underway, everyone was saddened by the illness
and death of Henry Verhag. Besides serving as election inspector for many years , Mr. Verhag, a charter member of the 1929 Company, had been a Director of the Fire Company for ten
years (1932 - 1942) and had been a most conscientious volunteer.
Appointed as Drivers were Bernard Bach, J. Davenport, Duane Heslor, Thomas Jones,
Jr., George Kolb, Harold Lonneville, Guy McGowan, Otto Mechler, W. Schrader, Clinton Smith,
Eugene Renner, Arthur Urckfitz, Bernard Vogt, Milton Weishaar, J. Willis.
Appointed as Fire Police were Frank Schrader, Captain, and William Embrey. Lieutenant. They were to be assisted by Richard Norton, L. Adams, George Bach, William Bach,
Edward Bender, Sr., 1ohn Dixon. Richard McMahon, 1oseph Newman, Charles Welkley, and
1oseph Kuhn.
A new siren for the Chief's car was purchased and the old siren was sold to the Walworth
Fire Department for $30. Fifty-two new uniforms were purchased for the Fire Company.
On Sunday, 1uly 12, the Tournament Team took part in a Tournament held at the Panorama

Plaza shopping center; on the Penfield Road about three-quarters of a mile west of the four
corners, along the banks of Irondequoit Creek. The creek which had supplied so much of the
water power for the mills of former days. The committee in charge of the tournament included Clinton Smith, Frank Schrader, Joseph Kuhn, Carl Young, Edward Bender, Sr., Eugene
Renner, Spencer Punnett, Bernard Bach, with Richard Norton acting as chairman.
The forest surrounding this shopping center was also the scene of a woods fire that summer.
Firefighter Frank Shull received a painfully burned foot while fighting the fire.
During: the summer of 1959 the Fire Company lost a good friend in the death of William
Nichols. Mr. Nichols had been a member of the Board of Commissioners since its beginning in 1934. He had helped to guide the Volunteers for twenty-five years. Albert H. Koehler
was appointed to fill out the unexpired term on the Board.
On a hot, sultry day in August an electrical storm passed over the Penfield area and a
bolt of lightning struck a Penfield resident, Joseph Mowrer, while he was on the golf course
at the new Country Club on Jackson Road. An emergency call was sent to the Fire Company
and they responded with their resuscitator and first-aid equipment. The heroic efforts of
firefighter Duane A. Heslor were credited with saving the life of Mr. Mowrer.
Near the end of the summer the 1941 Dodge truck was considered .to be in poor condition a
and it was decided unfit to be used for fires outside the District. Consequently, a complete
overhaul was given the truck and it was equipped with an electric primer, and a new First Aid
Kit was purchased.
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During Chief Maloney's term of office a point system was established. It pertained to
attendance records. Over a six month's period, out of a possible 88 points, Thdmas Jones, Sr.,
earned 78 points. The next three in line were Leslie Heslor, Duane Heslor, and Edward
Bender, Jr.
There was also a change in the rules which governed the use of radios on fire trucks. The
Federal Communications Commission enacted new rules which provided for more, but much
narrower, channels and tighter restrictions in the radio spectrum. The new regulations were
mandatory by February 1960. As a result, all Penfield's units and the base station were adjusted on the transmitters to the narrow deviation requirements.
As the Volunteer's summer drew to a close they bepn making plans for a Clam Feast
with Richard Norton as chairman. Charles Becker and Duane Heslor began the project of
shopping for shirts for the Bowling Team, and Carlton MUler reported On the New York State
Volunteer Firemen's convention. He mentioned, particularly, the Tournaments, in which
Penfield's Tournament Team had done very well.
On October 10, members of the Fire Company gave a dinner at Doud Post Home, in honor
of J'oseph Kuhn, who had been a delegate to the annual meeting of the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York, held in New York City. He had also represented the Penfield

Fire District at the County Fire District Officers' Association. Commissioner Kuhn's
activities had carried him far afield in the world of firemanics. He was a J'unior past-Prestdent of Northern Central V.F.A. He had been publicity director of Northern Central since
1946, resulting in membership being increased from 46 to 180 companies. He was also publicity director of New York State· Fire Chiefs' Association and Monroe County V.F .A. Besides
membership in the New York State Fire Chiefs' Committee ofF .A.S., the New York State
Volunteer Firemen's Association, the New York State Chiefs' Association, and Western New
York Firemen's Association, he holds a WHAM radio citation for active participation in the
firemanic field.
In December of 1959, Chief Maloney's report covering eight previous months showed the
Volunteers had answered 68 alarms of fire~ taken part in 29 drills, 9 parades, and 5 emergencies.

Lewis Ransom had been chairman of a committee that visited the Scott Aviation plant,
where Scott Air-Paks are manufactured. He reported the men had gained considerable
knowledge concerning the use of this equipment.
Andre Ludwig and Otto Mechler were named co-captains of the Tournament Team for l960
to work in co-operation with the Captain, Thomas J'ones, Jr.
Chief Maloney announced that a new winter training program would start early in the year,
consisting of indoor tl'aining activities and first aid methods.
The Commissioners announced the amount to be raised by property tax for 1960 amounted
to $18,752.
Just as 1t was beginning to look as though most of Chief Maloney's first year in office was
to be concerned mostly with administrative matters, Penfield, with other area towns, staggered under the impact of the worst snowstorm in sixteen years, according to the record. From
midnight on Thursday, February 18, through Sunday, 20 inches of snow fell. This was the second severe snowstorm to hit the area within a week. High winds piled the snow in huge drifts
and filled the roads, almost as soon as they were cleared by the town plows.
At six o'clock on Friday evening, after snow had fallen all day, Chief Maloney organized
the firemen into "Stand-By" groups at the fire house. This was necessary because the firemen would have been unable to get to the fire hall from their homes, to answer any call. So-

(57)
as to protect the householders in the fire district and be on hand in case of emergency, crews
of 12 .men and an officer were placed on three-hour duty, from six o'clock Friday evening until seven o'clock Sunday morning. Fortunately, no fires were reported at Penfield but there
was one emergency call to which the men responded, under Captain Milton Flugel.
At 5:45A.M. on Saturday morning, a call came through to Duane Heslor, Fire Despatcher,
from the home of Calvert DuVall, 1807 Sweet's Corners Road. The DuVall's were without
heat in their home and their eight-year old son was suffering with pneumonia. There was
also a one and a half year old baby in the family.
Within minutes, the Penfield emergency truck with seven men aboard set out for the
DuVall residence • . After four miles, the truck plowed into a wall of snow drifted across
Penfield Road just east of Harris Road. The firemen were unable to free the vehicle. They
radioed back to fire headquarters for help. The highway department was notified and they
sent one of their trucks which, luckily, was working only two blocks away. The plow cleared
the way to the DuVall home where th~ ill child was literally buried under a pile of blankets.
Upop arrival, the volunteers started installation of a portable generator to provide power for
the oil furnace. It was a very intricate operation, one which required knowledge and skill.
Finally, at 9:10A.M. the installation was completed and the heating plant began to operate.
Said Mr. DuVall gratefully: "The Penfield firemen were just great. We can't thank them
enough."
A month later, on March 19, the volunteer firefighters were, according to a local newspaper, "given a rugged workout" when they were called out at 1:15 A.M. to fight a fire in a
house trailer at the Gay-Su-Nan Trailer Park, 452 Linden Avenue. Under the direction of
Assistant Chief Charles Becker they were able to subdue the blaze. By the time the volunteers returned to the fire house and readied the truck, hose, and other equipment for the
next call, the time was 3:30A.M. The temperature was 2 degrees above zero.
Shortly after this fire the Commissioners published a notice in the Penfield Press that
a referendum would be held on March 21, at the Penfield Fire Hall, covering the purchase of a
Ladder Truck for the Penfield Fire District. Cost of the truck, with necessary equipment
and a two-way radio .installation was estimated to be $37,000. The same publication stated
"The Penfield Fire Department has the following apparatus at the Fire Hall:
A 1949 Mack Pumper with 750 gallon per minute capacity, purchased by the Fire District
in 1950.
A 1949 Dodge Tanker which carries 500 gallons of water with a 250 gallon per minute
pump. This tanker was purchased by the Fire Company and given to the Fire District in
1950
A 1956 Chevrolet 500 gallon per minute pumper, purchased by the Fire Company and given
to the Fire District in 1956.
A 1958 Chevrolet Emergency car. It was purchased by the Fire Company and given to the
Fire District in 1958"
In 1950, with a population of 4,847, the assessed valuation of the Fire District was approximately three million dollars.

By 1960, the population had increased to 12, 559, with an assessed valuation of the Fire
District being more than twelve million dollars.
Election inspectors for the coming referendum were Byron Jetty, Jr., chairman, George
Watson, Stanley Salmon, and Bernard Bach. The total of 185-18 votes was overwhelmingly in
favor of purchase of the new equipment.
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As the year 1960-61 began in April, Chief Maloney issued an invitation to the general Public to see a Life Saving Film which would be shown at the Firehouse by Lieutenant Frank Allen ·
of the Rochester Fire College.
At the same time he expressed his pleasure in the fact there had been no grass fires during
the preceding weekend because, as he stated: "It is always dangerous for the firemen when
they answer fire alarms. Many homes and farm buildings have been destroyed by grass fires
and time is very important, on any alarm." His statement was made in commenting upQn the
death of two volunteer firefighters, in the adjoining town of Irondequoit, while answering an alarm for a . grass fire.

Indeed, it IS always dangerous for the volunteer firefighter when he answers an alarm. He
knows full well the danger. But the story of firefighting is also one of romance. Besides dan.;.
ger and suffering there is pathos, and in some cases humor, but above all, the volunteer firefighter realizes he is rendering service to God through His creatures. For he knows that
"It is in giving - that we receive
It is in dying - that we are born to eternal life."

EVOLUTION OF FIRE FIGHTING
Ever since Man learned to strike a spark from pieces of flint, fire has been a scourge, as
well as a boon, to mankind. In the early days of civilization, when men began to live in communities, attention was given, even then, to a type of organization for combatting fire.
·The early Romans created laws compelling the erection of separate houses, each on its
own plot of ground. Despite this measure, Rome was constantly being scourged by fire. The
houses in the poorer and more populous sections were usually constructed of wood. Sanctuary
fires in honor of the domestic deities were continually kept burning in every household and
and careless acts often resulted in fire. The streets were narrow and winding and with large
warehouses and -graneries intP.rmingled with the houses, a small blaze could very well result
in a major fire.
Consequently, the duty of fire protection was assigned to a group of three men, known as
"Triumvirs, 11 assisted by magistrates in charge of land and buildings, known as 11Aedilles. 11
The Emperor, Caesar Augustus, organized the first regularly constituted fire department
known to history. It consisted of seven groups, each numbering about 1000 men. Their duties
included not only the actual work of fighting the fires but also policing the streets adjacent to
a fire to prevent robbery and looting. The fire chief was known as the Praefectus Vigilum.
He was assisted by three sub-praefecti (Lieutenants,) seven Tribunes, forty-nine C~nturions,
and a larger number of Principales. Among these last officials was included the Librarii,
who kept the accounts and paid the wages, the Bucinatores, or buglars; the ensign bearers;
the Aquarii, who carried the water to.the fire; the Siphonarij, who operated the hand pumps;
The Sebaciarri, who supervised the city; and an official known as the Questionarius, whose
duty it was to apply torture in cases of suspected incendiarism.

The firemen were well equipped with appartus
which included hammers, saws, mattocks, leather hose, large pillows to break the fall of anyone
jumping from a building, and the Roman Ladder,
forerunner of the modern fire escape.

The Roman Ladder, its construction
and Method of rail!lptg .

. Broadly speaking, the Fire Department of ancient Rome was as well organized and .
equipped for its duties as some municipal forces of the 18th century, and it may not be exaggeration to say, composed of as competent fire-fighters as some corps of today but it was
all of no avail when, about 67 A. D., Rome burned.
The fact that fires are put out, by aijd large, with water was recognized almost from the
beginning. The great problem of early times was the movement of water.

In 130 B.C. a man residing in Alexandria, Egypt,
by the name of Hero (sometimes known as Heron) developed a very simple type of pump to be used in
fighting fires. It required almost the entire submergence of a cylinder in water and, briefly, it worked
as follows:
At th.e bottom of the cylinder there was a foot
valve and when the piston moved up it drew in a
charge of water. At the down stroke the foot valve
on the intake side closed and another foot valve
on the discharge side opened. The down movement
of the piston forced the water into a large pressure
chamber. The capacity of this pump was very limited. It discharged a 3/8" stream of water a distance
of 40 to 50 feet, at a rate of 15 to 30 gallons per
minute. It was a two cylinder affair and the connecting rods were fastened to a rocking beam so that as
the rocking beam moved upward one piston moved
upward in the cylinder, drawing in the charge of •
water. The other moved downward forcing out the
water in the pressure chamber, as shown by the
illustration.

Basically, there was very little change in the deslgn of fire engines between the time of
Hero's engine and the steam engine of 1840, but between those times there were some minor
improvements.
During the middle ages and Renaissance period, the rough and ready volunteers of the
great European cities used methods much more primitiTe than those of the Romans. By 1590,
however, a more active interest in fire-fighting produced mechanical tools, such as a very
large syringe, and a hand engine employing a rotary paddle wheel which, when turned rapidly,
forced water out of an orifice,
Small New England companies, back as early as 1670, had little bucket type fire engines,
using Hero's ideas, but they were largely made by the local blacksmith and, of course, the
capacity of such engines varied from one homemade model to another. There were models
which were known to have discharged a ~" stream of water 100 feet in the air and to deliver
as high as 80 gallons per minute. If it were a commercially produced pump the capacity was
increased materially. These pumps were scattered around in various small communities.
They were of all types, shapes, sizes, and descriptions. But in England, in 1666, the citizens
of London were without any mechanical appliance to fight the great fire which consumed
·
13,200 homes in 436 acres, with a loss of over $60,000,000.
It is well to realize, of course, that social and economic conditions at that time made Ufe
comparatively simple. Gas and matches were unknown, eliminating a common cause of fire to~ .
day. UsuallY.1 buildings were one-story in height and floors were flagged with stone. Change
was slow in taking place, until business activity began to show itself in all parts of western
Europe, and "towns _designed to be industrial centers were born.

It was only when the work of rebuilding London began that the citizens and officials gave
serious_thought to fire protection. In 1667 the city of London and Liberties was divided .into
four parts. Each quarter provi<led BOO leather buckets and 50 assorted ladders.. Every parish
was required to have two hand s4uirts of brass, some pickax-sledges, and shod shovels. Fire
Commissioners, engineers, and sentinels were appointed, and a fire insurance scheme was
organized for insuring houses and buildings. It was known as the Fire Office. (As early as
1591, Germany had established a similar Fire Insurance Association.) During its first years
the Fire Office maintained a number of watermen who were equipped with distinctive uniforms
and badges.
There was considerable experimentation in England to develop a better pump for fire protection and an Englishman by the name of Richard Newsham developed probably the most
efficient engine of the times. By 1721 he announced he had for sale sev~ral different models,
one having capabilities of pumping a steady stream of 110 gallons of water per minute. The
trajectory varied with the model that he built. One model would throw a stream 140 feet in
the air with sufficient pressure to break a window.

Newsham's engine had several distinct advantages over other types of fire pumps. The
brakes were located at the sides rather than at the ends which, of course, would permit it to
be moved around through the narrow streets existing at that time. It provided for a number of
men to stand above the cistern and supplement the efforts of the brake men by rocking the arm
with their feet while hanging on to a hand rail. The chain-drive gave a greater mechanical
advantage in the linkage because the brake men were not applying their strength directly to the
piston, as in the older type of pumps. Newsham's pump had another innovation, it introduced
suction equipment. However, it was never very successful because the proper materials
were not available to make it leak-proof on the ,suction side.
-· .:!=::-;,..:f.:;..L?..;c_~·
.I

About 1683, individual Insurance Societies began to organize and maintain their own men
and equipment. The name of the individual Society, painted a distinctive color, was displayed
prominently on its engine. These brigades were not formed for the protection of the public
at large nor for .the mutual protection of the Offices. A brigade was used solely for the. protection of property insured by the individual Insurance Society employing that brigade. For
example, if a brigade employed by the office of "Z" arrived at the scene of a fire and found
that the property was insured by the office of "A", it took no part in fighting the fire.
As the number of Insurance Societies (Offices) increased it was necessary to devise a
method for revealing instantly whether or not the property was insured and, if so, which
Office was responsible for figt..ting the fire. As a result, metal signs bearing symbols of the
various Societies were attached to the front of insured buildings. These are known, today,
as Fire Marks.
The first fire marks were made of lead, some cast while others were stamped with symbols, such as clasped hands, a tree, or a piece of fire equipment, and the number of the insurance policy appeared at the base of the mark. Some of the numbers were pierced while others
were painted in gold numerals or other, brilliant, colors. When a policy was not renewed the
Insurance Company caused the policy number to be stamped out, or obliteratec;l. At one time
there were about 1600 different designs for fire marks.
These marks also served another purpose. They were considered necessary in order to
comply with a condition set down by the original Offices, that no property was " secure" until the mark had actually been fixed thereon.
In 1833 the brigades of the various Societies were formed into a single joint brigade for
the whole of the city, and became known as the London Fire Engine Establishment, which functioned approximately thirty-two years.
Eventually, the Metropolitan Fire Brigade Act of 1865 created in London a public authority to assume the .responsibility for fire fighting and by 1866, all the private brigades' equipment was turned over to the Metropolitan Brigade by the Insurance companies.

In America, with the great abundance of timber, the Colonists naturally built most of the
early coastal cities of wood and, as a result, as early as 164.8 the first fire ordinance was
adopted in New York, forbidding the use of wooden chimneys and prOviding for the purchase
of 100 leather buckets, hooks, and ladders. A body of volunteers was organized to patrol the
streets at night and watch for fire outbreaks. In 1678, Boston organized the first regular
fire company under municipal control and imported from England a supply of hand pumps. .
In general, however, methods were crude and ineffective. A person discovering a fire would
run to his nearest neighbor for help, and then the alarm would spread from house to house,
and im01ediately all would be confusion. Volunteers there would be, in ·number, armed with
buckets and other domestic utensils. Forming a line, they would pass the buckets from hand
to hand, · sending them back 'by their womenfolk to be refilled. With such loss of time and tn.effective water application, the flames usually continued their course unchecked, and any ·
building saved from complete ruin was a remarkable achievement.

Somewhere around 1731 New York City purchased several of Newsham's pumps and shortly .thereafter Boston and Philadelphia did the same.
With the advent of the hand engine some improvement took place. Bells in churches and
public buildings were rung as a fire alarm, and volunteers would rush to their quarters and
drag the engine to the scene. In most cases, the water supply would prove to be too far from
the fire, so several engines would be required to pump water in tandem. Frequently, this
resulted in a contest to see which engine should have the place of honor nearest the fire, and
the relaying engine crews would excitedly pump more water than the f;ront engine could use.
These delays, plus frequent quarrels as to who got to the fire first and, therefore, should be
the front engine usually destroyed whatever effectiveness this plan could have given. Some
of these engines were still doing duty after the American Civil War.
In 1752 an organization known as the Phiiadelphia Contributionship was created in Philadelphia, its purpose being "for the insurance of houses from loss by fire." (An 'earlier insurance scheme started in Charleston, South Carolina, had been short-lived.) The Philadelphia group are credited with having brought about the use of the Atnerican fire · tnark'~ The
first mark they issued consisted of a wooden shield upon which was mounted a lead casting
of four claspe{l hands. Later, marks issued in other states were iron castings. On the earU~r
signs or-marks the policy number was usually affixed with gold leaf. -However, because of
·
the many stamping mills in the New England states, marks issued there were made of heavy
tin, though some were of brass and copper. In Missouri heavy zinc castings were used.

Richard Newsham seems to have inspired American manufacturers and spurred them on
to further development of new type engines, as the early 1800's produced a revolution in firefighting. In 1808, a Philadelphia firm marketed a riveted leather hose and a hose carriage
which remained in use; modified in form, until 1920.
Shox:tly after 1800. water from springs, and small dams in streams, was piped through
wooden pipes, by gravity flow,. to various strategic points in the' City of Phjladelphia. These
wooden pipes were made or' logs, the centers of which had beEm bor'ed out, imd at the strategic points holes were bored in the logs into which were fitted _short; bored:..out logs, at a
90° angle. These short logs then jutted up from the ground. Above ground _level, a tapered
hole was fitted with a tapered wooden plug. This device was the. forerunner of the modern
hydrant. (In many metropolitan areas on the eastern coast, today,_fire .h-y drants are referred to as fire plugs. )
· '
··
When there was a fire, the fire engine would get as close as possible to the fire plug and,
as most of them carried a trough, the_water was allowed to flow. from the hydrant to the cistern on the engine. Before long, a tapered fitting was attached to hose and when the wooden
plug was removed from the hydrant this tapered pipe, attached to the hose, was driven into
the tapered hole Of the plug and water WaS carried by gravity ·tO ·the puinp.
The method proved so successful that, by 1830, Philadelphia adopted a complete system
of underground pipes, made of cast iron, supplied by a central pumping system. When this
proved successful many municipalities followed suit.

The early 1800's also produced a tower-type engine which was known as the New York
style. It took its name from the city in which it was developed. 1ames Smith and Son seem
to have been the principle producers of this versatile pumper. The Smith engine had all of
the advantages of the Newsham plus many improvements. For .example, the brake arms
were hung farther away from the sides so that a double row of men could pump each arm
at the same time. Some of the models were extended fore and aft so they could accomodate
up to 140 to 150 men. This type of engine had a gooseneck which was on the top of the tower and it was sometimes known as a "gooseneck engine." The gooseneck was, usually, a
'·
solid pipe with a nozzle on it that could be swung around at 360 degrees. However, this
fixed pipe could be removed and substituted for hose. In other words, when the engine was
close to a supply of water and could also approach close to a burning building, the gooseneck could be swung around and aimed directly on the flame. If the source of water was
tpo far away, the fixed gooseneck could be removed and the hose run to the fire.
When the hose became more reliable, a reelor capstan was provided on the deck of the
engine and the capstan was able to hold about 350 feet of hose. Shortly, suction hose became
standard equipment on this type of engine. Usually, the suction hose was on the side of the _
box and a pole was run through the inside of the hose and hooks were used to hang the poles
rather than the hose, so as to keep the leather hose from cracking.
Another American tower-type engine was known as the Philadelphia style. This was man- .
ufactured in Philadelphia. The first known manufacturers of this type engine were Patrick
Lyon and Philip Mason. Later Samuel Briggs, 1osephBates, and John Agnew entered the
field. Eventually, lames Merrick merged with 1ohn Agnew and they formed the famous firm
of Merrick and Agnew and ranked second in production. Their only rival was Pennock and
Sellers.
The chief difference between the New York and Philadelphia tyPes was the Philadelphia
style engine's tower was located in the center of the apparatus and had double rocker arms,
front and rear, rather than on the sides. The brakes were hinged so the engine could be mov':":
ed through narrow streets but when they were opened out they could accomodate up to 36 men
apiece. A very well known variety of this engine 'was a double-decker, equipped with two sets
of walking beams, and this allowed for the use of four brake arms. Two crews stood on the
ground to operate one set of brakes while the other set was pumped by two more crews who
were perched on the folding catwalks that extended across the body of the vehicle or the
cistern of the engine. This system, combined with two 10" or 12" pistons and an extremely
large pressure dome, made for the most powerful hand-operated engine the world luis ever

known.

Philadelphia Style Tower Engine

There were other firms which manufactured a tub-type pump. Theywereproduced by
William C. Honeyman and Ephraim Thayer of Boston. These were based upon the design of
Hero's early engine, having two pistons which operated in cylinders immersed in water • .
Thayer and the others kept the cylinder perpendicular to the bottom of the cistern, which
allowed for a greater thrust at the beginning -of the down, or pressure, stroke. Honeyman's
· tub type engine slanted both cylinders outward so that the piston or connecting rods formed
a right angle with the walking beam (rocker-arm) near the end of the stroke.• Each of these
systems had their particular advantage. Both were operated by end brakes rather than side
brakes and both were constructed so as to use a suction hose. The capacity of the tub varied
with its size. Daboll, of Hartford, claimed to have an engine that would throw a half inch
stream of water 50 feet in the air, at the rate of 50 gallons per minute. They also built a
larger model which could throw a stream 70 feet, at the rate of 80 gallons per minute. The
smaller one had 4" pistons worked by four men, while the larger model had a 4 3/ 4" piston
and was operated by eight men.
Another manufacturer in the field, by the name
of Benjamin Tappan, claimed that his pump could
throw a 100 foot. stream of 1" diameter at nearly
150 gallons per minute.
Besides the tower and tub type, there was also
a windlass tyPe which operated like a ship's capstan.
With two or three men on each pole there were often
as many as eight poles extending out of the capstan.
This pump was quite efficient in suction capacity
but its trajectory was rather low. Therefore, it
was used chiefly for draught pul:'poses and probably
was the forerunner of the rotary or centrifugal pump
of today. Another was developed down in rural Massachusetts (the exact location is unkown.) It was an
engine with a single horizontal piston and was so
developed that it was operated by a rowing action. There were usually three seats across the
fire apparatus on the front end and three on the rear. A long bar passed through the center
of the engine so that it could be operated by twenty-four men, using a rowing action. However,
it was never fully satisfactory. It was cl~imed to be 50% more efficient than ·the brake action.
However, this never proved to be the case, until the development of steam, in which this principle was applied as well as the rotating impeller type at high speeds which could be sustained
for long periods of time.
In 1829 George Braithwaite, an Englishman, conceived the steam fire engine, which New
York adopted in conjunction with the Philadelphia undeground system of wooden pipes, adding
the fire hydrant, or plugs, at strategic points in the city. From this system has been evolved
the most valuable adjunct of modern fire- fighting, the high pressure system.
In the early 1840's (about the time Penfield acquired Old Betsey) the tower-type engine
was beginning to disappear, for several reasons. Vast Improvement had been made in equipment and smaller municipalities had a tendency to shy away from the large cumbersome
tower-type because of weight and cost, as well as lack of manpower required to operate this
type of pump. These early engines required strong men with great stamina. The limit of
a .man's endurance to pump one of them, at just ordinary working speed, was about ten or
twelve minutes, at which time he required relief. When in competition and operating the machine at its fullest capacity a man could last only three or four minutes, at the most. The
smaller towns and villages preferred a type of pump which was then being manufactured at
Seneca Falls, New York, because of its simplicity and light weight. It was known as the pianotype and was built by such well known manufacturers as Gould Pump Company, Rumsay Pump
Company, Silsby Pump Conipany, ·Gleason & Bailey, and seve:ral others, all of Seneca Falls,
New ·york.

Allegedly, established a world's record for
height & volume of water. Mfg. by Selsby Mfg. Co.
~neca Falls, N. Y. Island Works.

Volunteer Hose Company
racing to a fire 1850's

Hand drawn Hose Cart

Ladder Company 1890

The steam fire engine at last brought to civilization its first real weapon. The first
steam engine built in the United States was designed by Paul R. Hodge, and was used by the
City of New York in 1840.
No other engines were built until 1852 when the A.B. & E.
Latta Company of Cincinnati constructed a piston engine
with a water tube boiler, which was later modified to be
.self-propelled and sold to the City of Cincinnati. The
Patents on this equipment .were purchased in 1863 by
Lane & Bodley, and were again sold in 1867 to C. Ahrens
& Co., who began an intensive development program on
the piston steam fire engine. Other companies engaged
in the manufacture of such equipment were merged with
Hodge's Steam Engine. .
the Ahrens Co. in 1891 as the American Fire Engine
First American Engine 1840
Company, thus bringing together all the experience, skill,
and patents of the most successful manufacturers of that day. The company was re-organized
in 1900 and acquired the LaFrance Fire Engine Company of Elmira. Paralleling these developments was the growth of the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company of Manchester, New ,Hampshire, which developed one of the most widely known engines in the world, the Amoskeag.
This company is credited with the introduction of the first dependable horseless engine, which
was sold to the City of Hartford. '
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Horse drawn Steam Engine built for
City of Chicago by Selsby & Co. 1870
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Swan Neck Village Fire Engine 1860-70
Gould Mfg. Co., Seneca Falls, N.Y.

Horse drawn Hose Cart 1860-70
Built at Seneca Falls, N.Y.
In conjunction with the greaj: strides made in the engine field, simultaneous work was
progressing on ladder equipment. As the municipal areas grew in America, the height of
buildings grew at such a rapid pace that the water streams were once again proving inadequate. Modern prototypes of the Roman Ladder, which had been effective in the past, were
no longer suitable, since the weight of the multiple ladders required to reach the new heights
made transportation difficult and handling at the scene of the fire cumbersome.
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By 1887, several types of aerial wagons had been designed and placed in service, and it
is fortunate that improvements in this equipment had kept pace with the changing times. Even
in today' s modern techniques, the aerial ladder, and its companion the water tower, give added mastery ove.r fire, particularly in preventing the spread of minor blazes. Also, the perfe ction of the fire alarm and its integration into the telephone system has contributed immeasurably to the effectiveness of the actual fire-fighting equipment. The pin-pointing of
the fire's location and the rapidity with which the gas-engine driven equipment of the 1920's
could reach the scene, spelled the end of the era in which whole cities could be destroyed by
fire.
Mention must be made also of the drastic changes in building codes which have helped in
man's never-ending crusade against fire - the inclusion of sprinkler systems, and chemical
extinguishers in today' s factories which often remove the threat of destruction before it can
become a reality.
The evolution of fire-fighting is a story of man's grim determination to control one of
his greatest destructive forces. The day of its terror is long since gone, and yet- with all
the modern fire-fighting .e quipment and outstanding fire departments - where is the man who
does not feel the chill of fear whenever he hears that ominous shout "FffiE."

PENFIELD EXEMPT FIREMEN, INCORPORATED
The Penfield Exempt Firemen's Association was formed in April 1959. Its aims
and purpose. are "To cherish and promote all the aims and purposes of Volunteer Firemen in the Penfield Fire District, and to promote a closer fellowship amoung its members by means of meetings, social activities, and mutual aims."

CHARTER

Gordon Albright
Bernard Bach
George Bach
William Bach
Crawford Bachman
Charles Becker
George Becker
Edward· Bender, Sr.
Armand Bolton
David Bueg
Clarence Burton
Frank Connellan
Eustace Deisenroth
Daniel DeRoos
Dr. E. W. Deuel
Henry Devlin
Raymond DeVolder
M. E. Flugel
Walter Goodman
Leo Guinan
* Theodore Henning
Claude Heslor
Forrest Hetrick

MEMBERS

Charles Jacobs
Byron Jetty, Jr.
Floyd Jetty
George Jetty
Thomas Jones, Sr.
Howard Kaler
Hamilton King ·
Albert Koehler
Joseph Kuhn
Harry Ludwig
Louis Ludwig
Sidney Ludwig
Robert Maloney
Charles Masick
Guy McGowan
James McGowan
Richard McMahon
Carlton Miller
John Nabor
Joseph Newman
' Richard Norton, Sr.
Reginald Oakes
John Poppoon
Louis Poppoon
Spencer Punnett

* Died while holding membership

Lewis Ransom
Joseph Ramsay
Earl Rapp
*Henry Rosenbaum
James Rothfuss
Stanley Salmon
Frank Schrader
L. P. Sipple
Clinton Smitb
Edward Stappenbeck
Edward Thompson
Clarence Tobin
Joseph Trau
Arthur Urckfitz
*Henry Verhag
Charles L. Welkley
Merton Wagner
Vincent Wagner
Charles Wolfe
Fred Wolfe
John Wood
Carl Young
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In this year 1960, Penfield's Sesquicentennial year, the members of the Robert Curtis,
Printers, Fairport, New York wish to extend to their neighbors,. the Volunteer Firefighters of Penfield, New York, sincere congratulations on their fine spirit and outstanding
accomplishments. Their History is one of which they may be proud.

The General safety and welfare of a community, dependent upon Volunteers for protection, 'is safeguarded by men of integrity and courage. The Penfield Exempt Firemen, Incorporated are to be congratulated for their foresight in being one of the first organizations to perform the task of bringing into focus the importance of the Volunteer Firefighter's contribution to his community. They have set an example that other communities
would do well to follow.
The subject of Firemanics, particularly from the standpoint of the Volunteers, has long
been one in which I have been greatly interested, and I always find great pleasure in having the opportunity to work with, and for, these stout-hearted men.
As the author, Armand Bolton, has stated:. "Every time the siren blows, history is in
the making."
May the Volunteer Firefighters of Penfield, and all other communities continue to record .f or their descendants, the story of the valor and courage which has made America,
"the land of the free."
Sin.cerely,
/l
·--

~~~
ROBERT CURTIS
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