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SETTING: 
Latin Quarter in Paris about 1830 

ACT I 

SCENE 1 An Attic Studio 

Intermission-S minutes 

SCENE 2 Square outside Cafe Momus 

lntermission-10 minutes 

ACT II 

SCENE 1 The Barriere d'Enfer 

Intermission-S minutes 

SCENE 2 The Attic Studio 

SYNOPSIS 
Mimi, a little seamstress, lives in the building where Rodolfo, 
a poet, and Marcello, a painter, share a cheerless attic studio . 
Here their friends , Schaunard, a musician, and Co/line, a 
Philosopher, frequently join them . On Christmas Eve, Mimi's 
candle goes out and she seeks a light from Rodolfo . It is love 
at first sight . To celebrate their happiness they join Rodolofo's 
friends at Cafe Momus . As they are dining, Musetta, Mar
cello's former flame, enters with her current admirer 
A lcindoro. Spying Marcello, she sings seductively of her 
charms, and of her conquests . Musetta pretending that her 
shoe is hurting, sends Alcindoro to buy another pair. While 
he is gone Musetta and Marcello are reconciled. She is borne 
off triumphantly, leaving Alcindoro upon his return. with 
nothing but the bill to pay . 
The love of Mimi and Rodolfo is too intense. He is penniless, 
and tormented by jealousy. She is ill. 
Mimi comes to the Inn where Musetta and Marcello are work
ing, quarreling, and loving . Mimi tells Marcello of their 
unhappiness . Seeing Rodolfo approach, she conceals herself 
and overhears Rodolfo describe to Marcello his love and 
frustration at his inability to provide her with the things she 
needs, for she is mortally ill. Mimi is stricken but reveals 
herself to Rodolfo . In a touching duet recalling their love, 
they decide not to separate until Spring. 
Time passes . Rodolfo and Marcello are back in the garret. 
each mourning his lost love. Mimi has found a rich protector . 
Musetta enters to tell them that Mimi is dying. She is brought 
in, happy at seeing Rodolfo and the old friends . She has a 
last spurt of strength and then succumbs. 
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