



































almost entirely upon education. I selected a limited number
because | wanted to cover certain kinds of education, and felt
I could get results with those named quicker and more directly
than if the money were spread.”

Eastman often made the beneficiary match his gift in some way,
so the institution would have the confidence of standing on its own.
For him, great wealth brought the greater opportunity to serve.

Leisure Hours

Eastman was reticent and shunned publicity. It seems paradoxical
that the man whose name is synonymous with photography
should have fewer photographs taken of him, and less known of
him, than any other outstanding leader of his time. He could walk
down the main street of Rochester without being recognized. But
having been denied pleasures in his hard-working youth and mid-
dle age, in later years he went hunting for things he had missed,
such as music, flowers and paintings, as well as outdoor life.

Eastman lived his philosophy, “What we do during our working
hours determines what we have; what we do in our leisure hours
determines what we are!” A tough competitor, hard-bitten and
practical in business, he was gentle and congenial at home or in the
field of outdoor enjoyment.

Being a craftsman with tools, he liked working as a carpenter or
repairman at his simple hunting lodge in North Carolina. For his
many hunting and fishing trips, he thoroughly organized his
camping equipment — each item was numbered, packed for space
and weight, and each had to have at least two uses. Eastman was
an expert cook — his recipes were as accurate as chemical formulas
and he was always in charge of the camp cooking,.

In his yearly visits to Europe, he toured the art galleries method-
ically — even cycling from place to place. By the time he could
afford masterpieces, he had learned enough to say, “I never buy a
painting until I have lived with it in my home.” The result: his
home became one of the finest private collections of paintings.

The Vision of a Pioneer

Eastman was a modest, unassuming man...an inventor, a tech-
nologist, an organizer and executive with vision, a patriotic citizen,
a philanthropist.

At the time of his death in 1932, the New York Times editorial-
ized: “Eastman was a stupendous factor in the education of the
modern world. Of what he got in return for his great gifts to the
human race he gave generously for their good; fostering music,
endowing learning, supporting science in its researches and teach-
ing, seeking to promote health and lessen human ills, helping the
lowliest in their struggle toward the light, making his own city a
center of the arts and glorifying his own country in the eyes of
the world
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