











April 13, 1950

__Tom Gannon, 40-year vet-
Ear’y Sfep eran, dumps a quantity of
chopped-up movie film into a dope mixer.
Resulting dope is transported from Bldg. 103
to Specialty Products by truck. This is the
primary “ingredient” of Kodaleather.
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H One of th
Coating the Cloth — % e oet
jobs in Kodaleather-making is coat-
ing. Dope and cloth come together
for the first time, followed by two
: additional coats later. The coated
cloth is cured in the same machine
for about 10 to 15 minutes, during
which time solvents evaporate. Irving
§ Vick watches its progress. Prior to
applying the dope. color pigment de-
sired is added.

right, cuts out a flaw, as W. C.

What's scrap film good for? Kodak put it to a particularly good use shortly
after the first World War when it began making imitation leather . ., Koda-
leather. It’s used primarily by Camera Works. You’'ve seen it on Kodak cameras
and carrying cases.

Over 200.000 yards of Kodaleather were produced last year in Specialty
Products, Kodak Park Bldg. 34, in black. red. green., gray or whatever color
ordered and in a variety of grains.

Movie film, returned to the Company by the motion picture industry, is in
the main Kodaleather in the raw. After flickers of bygone days or outdated
movies are chopped up, the emulsion is removed and silver recovered. It's this
“stripped” film that’s dissolved into dope . .. dope applied to a backing of
cloth. Kodaleather-making is an involved, interesting process requiring much
equipment and skill. Pictures here give you an idea of how it's done.

‘ Calenderig

. process insures wrinkle-free cloth for

the two coats that follow.

Rewinding —

Rolling in Rolls —

for Kodaleather.

Charles

__After the first
coat of dope, this

| Vitty flags any defects.

Kodaleather to ucts is equipped

several different kinds of| grained imitation leather to a

. ough once-over. William Bunn, Q_embOSs its Kodaleather with Avis Theis glues a Levant- D

A

Eaton, department head of Spec-

leather’s quality.

sees the application of one.

grains and variations of these carrying case. Kodaleather
ialty Products, looks over the grains. Here, Ed Wispelaere over-| also is used on tableviewers and
on box, folding and cine cameras.

s Prior to sending s __Specialty Prod- __Numerous are the ap-
Inspection — Embossing In Use — i tions of Kodo. s
Camera Works, it's given a thor- with roll and plate embossers to leather in CW’s Dept. 32. Here, =

=

Barrows watches
closely for flaws as he re-
winds cloth into handier 1000-yard rolls.
Rewinding also straightens material, now
ready for dyeing, then drying on hot drums.

Just plain “print
cloth” is the backing
Charles Barrows wheels in
2500-yard cores of cloth as they arrive from
the mill.
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