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NAZARETH

COLLEGE

OF

ROCHESTER,

1924-1974:

A CHRONICLE

A brief chronicle of the life of a college covering a span of fifty
years cannot pretend to be an historical work of cosmi c importance,
but nevertheless the old historical categories of change and continuity, irony and ambivalence are necessarily relat ed to and revealed
in its story.
when Nazareth College of Rochester opened its doors in 1924, Pope
Pius XI lived in the Vatican and Calvin Coolidge lived in the ifuite
House. The national budget was balanced, defense expenditures were
T'lodest, and income taxes were going down; immigration quotas based
on national origins were in effect; the noble experiment of Proh ibition was still underway; Teapot Dome was the most publicized political scandal of the time; Henry Ford's amazing Model Twas the most
popular automobile on the road, but most int ercity travel was by
passenger train. The era of radio was just beginning; in the aftermath of World War I, as most of the world faded out of the American
focus again, the country seemed to be on the way to a new high plateau
of permanent prosperity. In Rochester, New York, the epochs of flour
and flowers had long since given way ' to that of Kodak.
In those years of normalcy, the American Catholic minority, more
established in middle class pursuits and more self-conscious than
ever before, was simultaneously proud of and defensive about its
religious heritage. Such attitudes were conducive to t he founding
of more Catholic institutions of higher learning, colle ges that
would be protective of the Catholic faith against secularism while
educating their students in the liberal arts and for a variety of
vocations. Nazareth College, specifically founded for the higher
education of Catholic young women , was intended to be such an .
institution.
From the very beginning, of course, the college has been blessed
with a priceless, living endowment--the contributed services of
the Sisters of St. Joseph. Even this, with all of the countless
sacrifices sustained over so many years, might not have been sufficient to have kept the small college alive. But Nazareth Colle ge
also has been blessed from its earliest years with more than its
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share of dedicated and effective teachers--the kind that Henry Adams
said affect eternity--and has been fortunate in attracting students
whose faith in education has been strong and even touching to behold.
These factors combined to give the college an excellent reputation
from the start.
If futurologists had been operating as industriously in the 1920s as
they are today, they still would have required extraordinary supernatura l powers to have predicted with any accuracy the many drastic
changes of the next five decades in the history of the American nation, of the Catholic Church, and of the world. On a smaller scale,
itwould have been just as difficult for the founders of Nazareth Colle ge, though by no means lacking in vision, to foresee the growth and
maturation of their undertaking.
That Nazareth College in the 1970s is not the same as it was even a
short decade ago is obvious even to the casual observer. The changes
are highly visible in such things as new construction, like the Arts
Center; the shift in the composition of the Board of Trustees from
all-religious to predominantly lay membership, students' lifestyles
which are best exemplified by a new casualness of manner and attire;
and in new programs like Continuing Education which have attracted
hundreds of mature adults to return to college. Many time-hallowed
traditions of yesteryear--May Days and Yule logs and daisy chains and
all-college retreats--have simply disappeared •
.The continuities, not so easily visible, are nevertheless there. The
most important of them is the college's emphasis on and maintenance
of quality in all quarters--student body, faculty, administration,
curriculum. This primary aim of the founders is cherished as strongly
as ever at Nazareth College in the 1970s.
BEGINNINGS--In the spring of the year 1924, Bishop ThomasF. Hickey expressed a
deep concern--as Bishop Bernard J. McQuaid had before him--that the
spiritual welfare of Catholic young women in the Rochester diocese
would be jeopardized i f they attended secular colleges. The bishop,
therefore, asked the Sisters of St. Joseph, the largest order in the
diocese with decades of experience in conducting the secondary school,
Nazareth Academy, to open a college for the higher education of
Catholic young women. Sister Rose Marie's Armals records that although Mo ther M. Sylvester Tyndall, general superior of the order,
and her Community Council were "appalled at the sacrifice entailed,"
they responded "loyally" to Bishop Hickey's "demand."
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A Provisional Charter for a college was secured on May 29 from the
New York State Department of Education. By the charter, the five
sisters who comprised the Community Council were made trustees of
Nazareth College, legally and financially responsible for its operation. (This arrangement remained in effect until 1964.) During the
summer, the "Glass House" at 981 Lake Avenue, adjacent to Nazareth
Academy, was acquired as the first college building. The first college bulletin emphasized the accessibility of the location--"on the
Lake Avenue car line and a five-minute walk from the Dewey Avenue line.."
Mother Sylvester was the president of the college until 1939. According to Sister Rose Marie's Annals, the charter members of the faculty
and their teaching and administrative duties included Sister Teresa
Marie O'Connor, English and history, dean of the college to 1949,
and also librarian in the early years; Sister Rose Miriam Smyth,
chemistry and mathematics, also treasurer, and president of the college from 1939 to 1951; Sister Rose Marie Carroll, Latin and Spanish,
also registrar from 1924 to 1932 and chairman of the English Department to 1957; Sister M. Irmina Clancy, music to 1958; Sister Agnes
Patricia Breen, French, chairman of modern languages to 1966 and also
registrar from 1932 to 1942; Sister M. Raphael Lyons, Latin and chairman of classics to 1966; Father Louis Edelman, scripture and German
to 1944; and Father WilliamByrne, French and philosophy to 1925.
In keeping with a college so conceived and staffed, the curriculum
was firmly in the Christian, classical tradition. The first college
bulletin promised that "young women of other religious convictions
who meet our scholastic requirements and conform to the regulations
of the college will be admitted." It also stated that Nazareth College students would have an opportunity to complete "the studies
necessary for the High School Teachers' Certificate." (The first
education courses were offered in 1926.)
When the new college opened its doors for the first time on
September 24, 25 young women were enrolled in the freshman class.
Tuition was $200 per year, a rate that remained constant through
1939. The Library consisted of 400 volumes.
On April 8, 1925, the college was legally incorporated by an Act of
the New York State Legislature duly signed by Governor Alfred E.
Smith. Sister Rose Marie's Annals records two additions to the
faculty: Father John Napier, physics (to 1933), and Dr. George
Kettell, philosophy (to 1932). Anticipating the later interest of
the college in preparing social workers, some Nazareth students
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beg an work at the Charles Settlement House. The very next year-1926--residence facilities became available for the first time. The
cost of board and room ($400 per year) remained unchanged until 1946.
A series of lectures was inaugurated with Michael Williams, editor of
the Commonwea l~ speaking on "The Intellectual Expression of Catholicism."
Other lectures in the 1920s and '30s represented a variety of Catholic
interes ts: Katharine Bregy, Dorothy Day, Paul Hanly Furfey, Etienne
Gilson , Father John LaFarge, S.J., Father Daniel Lord, S.J., Arnold Lunn,
Eliz abe th M. Lyn s~ey , Theodore Maynard, George Shuster, Frank Sheed,
Haisie Ward--great names, then and now.
The college newspaper, The Gleaner~ began publication under the editorship of Helen Coyne, '28. "Merrily the modest little Gleaner
starts out on its way," said the editorial in the first issue. "The
Gle ane r. Even as the gentle Ruth on the sunny hills of Palestine,
followed the reapers and gathered the scattered grain that else
were los t, so our little news sheet, The Gleaner~ follows in the
wake of a more substantial harvesting--the golden grain of literature, of science, of classic lore--precious all in their value, and
rich in their future significance."
One early Gleaner article, written by Evelyn Regan, '28, was addressed to "The Defense of the Modern Girl." It declared: "The
modern girl is every bit as wholesome ••• as virtuous, inwardly,
as the old-fashioned.girl. It just happens that, outwardly, she
displays mor e spirit, more stamina, in a word, more life." The
Gleaner also was very positive about college retreats: "The days of
retreat are most dear to Nazareth College girls. They are the
only hours in the year when we withdraw ourselves from the world
and its concerns, when we lay aside our books and customary activities ana devote ourselves to an inventory of our spiritual
goods."
Gradually the pattern of interests of youth in the '20s filled out:
in '27, a Gleaner editorial, "Washington and Lincoln," took a
patriotic stance against the currently popular "de-bunkers," stating
t hat "America has had her heroes, thank God, and she is too sensible
not to keep them, revere them, and hold them up as models for generations to come." Religious groups such as the Fremin Mission
Unit, with its charities extending round the globe, and the Sodality
of Mary, were founded at this time. And in 1928, a great day dawned,
the young college's first Commencement Day at which 15 young women
received oaccalaurea t e degrees.
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At once, of course, the Alumnae Association was established; its
faculty advisor, Sister Raphael. In 1949, alumna Betty Doyle Schwab ,
'35, became the director of Alumnae Relations. Annual alumna e fund
drives began in 1950, and through June 1974 have rais ed $285,000 f or
the concerns of the college. During the summer vacation pe riod, an
annual summer school for teachers, especially religious, was held for
the first time. Additions to the faculty included Siste r ~1a rgaret
Teresa Kelley who joined the English Department (chairman, 1957-67)
to begin the longest tenure on the teaching faculty (46 years t o dat e );
and Sister Joseph Mary Raby who joined the faculty (to 1969) to teach
history at first; and later, she headed the Education Department
(1933-67) and Graduate Studies (1950-69).
A DREAM DELAYED--The Nazareth bulletin for 1928-29 optimistically placed the college on
the premises of the new Motherhouse in Pittsford for the opening of the
fall term, but plans to move were thwarted by the State Department of
Education, which objected to a four-year college being hou sed in the
same building with a normal school. Instead, the college moved to t he
recently vacated old Motherhouse and Normal School at 402 Augustine
Street. The Gleaner rhapsodized about the new location: "Na ture has
prepared a beautiful sight for us on the campus. The maples are do nning their brilliant foliage .••. The interior of the college is like
its surroundings, pleasant and conducive to a full college life."
Sister Rose Marie, however, calls the new location "far from adequate."
The college remained there for 14 years.
The first scholarship was established at this time: the George L. White
Memorial Scholarship, by his daughter, Rosemary A. White.
Of course, 1928 was the year that a Catholic ran for the Presidency
on the Democratic ticket. The Gleaner showed its feelings this way:
"The simple truth is that if Governor Smith, instead of having been
bornon Oliver Street of Catholic parents, had first seen the light
of day in some Protestant parsonage, as Cleveland and Wilson did,
nobody would doubt for an instant that he could be the next President
His own character might well be summed up in this one sentence:
for 25 years he has been in public life and his record has been plo ~e d
and dragged for something discreditable, but nothing has been reve aled !'
In 1929, the Undergraduate Association--the student government organization--began its long and busy history. First president: Elizabeth
Randall. The faculty acted as an "advisory committee" to the
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association. That year, too, extension classes were offered on a
regular basis for the first time in the fall term.
And in 1930, the college was accredited by both the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and the National Catholic
Education Association. Kappa Gamma Pi, the national Catholic honor
society, admitted Nazareth graduates for the first time.
In a day when the purchase of new books for the library was frontpage news in The Gleaner, the college won a Dodge sedan in a
Catholic CovYier Journal contest, sold the car and applied the proceeds to books for the library. And, nota bene, by using the entire
front page of the October issue to celebrate the bimillenium of
Virgil's birth, The Gleaner showed that the study of the classics was
alive and well at the college.
THE THRIVING THIRTIES--With the receipt of $5200 for the Thomas W. Finucane Memorial Scholarship in 1931, now added to the George White Scholarship, it seemed
that the college endowment had begun--though no one dreamed then of
such later "miracles" as the $10,000 Kellogg Foundation Grant in 1962
for the Library or the federal grant of $1,173,816 in 1965 under the
Higher Education Facilities Act which covered one-third of the cost
of the Arts Center,or numerous substantial gifts and bequests from
alumnae and friends of the college.
Two alumnae joined the faculty that year: Angeline M. Guzzetta in
modern languages (to 1958) and Marcella Reichenberger as librarian
(to 1941). Also joining the faculty at this time were Rosemary A.
White, fresh from her studies at Oxford to begin 36 years of service
in the English Department, and Dr. James Eastham in mathematics (to
1945). The Gleaner noted of his advent: "Dr. Eastham has recently
published a treatise: The Triangles In-and-Circumscribed to the
Tacnodal Rational Quartic Curve with Residual Crunode. Doesn't the
title speak for itself?"
Before the fall term began, Sister Teresa Marie returned on the
Berengaria from a European trip, and, according to Sister Rose Marie's
Annals, nearly 100 percent of the alumnae turned out "to welcome the
dean's return and listen to an account of her travels." Eventually
reproductions of famous Italian Renaissance paintings acquired on
this trip were to grace the halls of the college.
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By now, the country was unmistakably_. in a severe economic depression. In discussing the subject, The Gleaner ment i oned the f a cile
explanation of "the evil of overproduction" but focu s ed mai n ly on
analogies to ancient Rome.
In 1932, Sister Joseph Mary Raby returned from doctoral studies at
Catholic University to chair the Education Department; Elizab e th M.
Fake, from Skidmore, joined the faculty to head t he new Departmen t
of Secretarial Science (now called Business and Economics) and t o
begin a tenure of 42 year$ of service to date; and Sis t er M. DeSales
Darcy, artist in her own right and graduate of Syracuse Unive rsity
Art Department, began the Department of Fine Arts (major off e r ed in
1941). Verity Fair began publication as the college's l i t erary
magazine, and was soon a steady recipient of the nationwide honors
then awarded to such magazines.
In 1933, The Gleaner welcomed the advent of the New Deal and the
opening of "The Hundred Days" period with an editorial titled,
"Confidence Renewed." It said, in part: "For a long time patriotism
has lain an uncharged dynamo. Now, under the leadership of Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, proper contact has been affected and once mo re a
glorious patriotism has informed a large percentage of thinking
citizens." Subsequently, a Gleaner editorial indicated favor for
"controlled inflation" to "bring back to the American people the happy
and prosperous days of 1928."
The most dramatic event of the year at the college was a fire whi ch
briefly disrupted course examinations in June. Sister Rose Marie's
Annals says: "Examination week of 1933 was more than usually exciting, since a fire that threatened destruction to the col l ege broke
out, but it was quelled by efficient action that reflect ed much
credit on the students and prevented a great loss to property."
The Catholic Courier-Journal saluted the college on its lOth anniversary in 1934: "The most serious problem that confronts the
directors tbday is how to cope with the growth of the college--the
increased registration, the increased schedule of courses, the
financial burdens which loom up day by day. Yet the work of t he
college goes on--a splendid tribute to the faith and courage of the
nuns who launched the enterprise."

The Gleaner, under the editorship of Betty Doyle, at a time when
the Legion of Decency was underway, asked "what about t he movies?"
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The paper went on to note: "No student who has heard Father (Daniel
A.) Lord's speech can have the slighte·st doubt that the morality of
the motion picture is today at almost the lowest possible point.
And that immorality on the screen is a sad and deplorable reflection on our era ..•. Every Catholic should feel bound by duty to
do his part toward making the movies cleaner and more Christian."
A permanent Nazareth College Guild, consisting of mothers of students
and alumnae and friends of the college, was formed to raise funds for
the college. (By the late '60s, the Guild had contributed $55,000
to the religious center fund.) In 1935, the college awarded its
first honorary degree (of 16 to date) to Mrs. Margaret Chanler,
author of Roman Spring and Autumn in the Valley, thus highlighting
the literary gift of a notable Christian woman of New York State.
Sister M. Kathleen Riley became head of the Music Department (to
1959) and the department soon began to offer a major in both voice
and instrumental music. Incidentally, a straw vote at the college,
i n 1936, was considerably more accurate than the Literary Digest
poll in forecasting the outcome of the Presidential election.
Results: Roosevelt--159; Landon--41; Lemke--21. More importantly,
the Department of Sociology and Social Work with Sister M. Paulette
Ulton as its head (to 1965) began accepting major students, and
the Department of Speech and Drama, headed by Marion O'Neill, also
began accepting major students.
THE

DREfu~

NEARS--1937---

In the spring , architectural plans were announced for new college
facilities to be constructed on the Adolf Lomb property on Jefferson Road in Pittsford. The Gleaner declared exultantly: "Pittsford, here we come !" The plans had the approval of Archbishop Edward Mooney who had earlier opposed placing the college on the East
Avenue site next to the Motherhouse, a site preferred by the Sisters.
(Of course, the Jefferson Road plans were never carried out.)
Nazareth Normal School (founded in 1898) adopted a four-year curriculum at this time; the fourth year was to be completed at
Na zareth College for the degree of bachelor of science in education.
This move united faculties, and added a very considerable education
and reference library to the college facilities.
In November, Rochester's new Bishop, James E. Kearney, visited the
college for the first time to celebrate Mass. And as Sister Rose
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Marie notes in her Annals: "He granted the first of the holidays
that always followed his visits."
Sister Rose Marie also records that "Nazareth College welcomed to its
faculty as head of the history department, Dr. Aaron I. Abell,
Harvard Ph.D., a history specialist of distinction and author of
The Urban Impact on American Protestantism, 1865-1900."
Dr. Abell
gallantly told The Gleaner that Nazareth students were "equal i f not
superior to any students I've taught." Dr. Abell remained at Nazareth through 1945, when he went to the University of Notre Dame .
Subsequently, two of his graduate students there joined the history
faculty at Nazareth: William R. Gwinn in 1950 and Richard DelVecchio
in 1966.
At this time (1938), religious and liturgical concerns moved forward
with greater ease as Father Leonard Kelly became the first resident
chaplain at the college (to 1942). Later years were to see Father
Edward Lintz and then Father William Shannon (now Monsignor) in this
office. The Gleaner struck an idealistic note when it declared:
"Every girl has someone in · mind whom she greatly admires, someone
after whom she would like to pattern her life. The Catholic gir l
has the great privilege of having recourse to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Catholics have the priceless treasure of faith, and are members of
the Mystical Body of Christ. There is no girl in the world better
equipped to face life and its problems than the Catholic girl."
In 1939, Mother Rose Miriam Smyth, former head of chemistry at the
college and well known to faculty and students, became president of
the college (to 1951), and Sister Mary Aquin Mulherin became treasurer (to 1949).
WARTIME---

The Gleaner reported on a student opinion poll shortly aft e r war broke
out in Europe. Of 202 respondents, only 20 percent were optimistic
enough to believe that the United States would not eventually be drawn
into the conflict. All but 44 respondents favored a national referendum before the United States entered a European war.
In 1940, with th~ permission of Bishop James E. Kearney, plans were
announced and construction was begun on the new campus at 4245 East
Avenue in Pittsford. A diocesan-wide fund drive was conducted but
raised only a small fraction of the $1.5 million that the first three
buildings cost.
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Father Ed•.;rard Lintz returned from the University of Fribourg with
his doctorate to become chairman of the Department of Philosophy (to
1955). He established the honors seminars in philosophy, an academic tradition which still flourishes.
In June of 1941, as Sister Rose Marie records in her Annals~ "Commencement took place for the first time on the Augustine Street
campus .... The no-rain tradition for the college's outdoor commencements was broken for the first time, but the spirits of the students
remained undampened." In that year, Sister Marie Augustine Smalt
became (and still serves as) chairman of the Chemistry Department,
and Sister M. Dominic Burke became librarian (to 1964).
As the holiday season approached at the end of the year, the editors
of The Gleaner indicated that the student body eagerly awaited the
transfer to the "splendors" of the new campus in Pittsford. "A new
and greater Nazareth there shall be with all th~ finely established
traditions of scholarship combined with good times retained."
Of course, the national tragedy of Pearl Harbor, which shocked the
country into war, intervened before the move took place. The GZeaneP
quoted a bold declaration of Dr. Abell on the subject: "I _predict
that when we get going we will produce five times more than all the
European countries combined, and when that happens the fortunes of
war will change."
On a murky day in January 1942, the spring semester began on the new
Pittsford campus. The three college buildings, English gothic in
style, had been designed by Frank M. Quinlan, Sr.: the administration building (now Smyth Hall); the gymnasium-auditorium; and St.
John Fisher residence hall (renamed Medaille in 1953). The GZeaneP
heralded the move with a "Nazareth Marches On" editorial: "There
has been no stinting of funds in building a greater Nazareth College •••. A Nazareth girl cannot help but be proud of her alma mater."
During the next four years, however, the college and its students
had to cope with wartime conditions. Nazareth cooperated with the
USO to help entertain servicemen; a Students Volunteer Committee
for Vic t ory sold Savings Stamps at a "Victory Booth" on campus and
helped to recruit blood donors; and a Red Cross unit was established
on t he campus . But in a Christmas 1942 editorial, The GZeaneP saw
"The Prayer Front" as being most important of all: "Suffrage made
us equal to men in civil rights; war makes us equal to men in civil
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duties. Man's duty is to bear arms actively. What is woman's? We
women will pray ••• for the victory of our forces, for the proximate.
advent of peace, and that peace, a just and lasting one."
In 1943, the college instituted a program in nursing, with federal
government support, leading to a bachelor of science degree. Eight
freshmen entered it this year. Sister Margaret Mary Townsend, R.N.,
directed the program, which was discontinued because of soaring costs
in 1964. Altogether there were 287 graduates in nursing. Sister
Frances Solano Geisler (now known as Sister Grace) became (and still
serves as) head of the Department of Biology that year, and Sister
Helen Daniel Malone took the chair of the Department of Speech a nd
Drama (to 1960). Sister Rose Angela Noonan became registrar (to 1949).
THE HAPPY TWENTIETH---

The Gleaner celebrated the 20th anniversary of the college in 1944,
with a tribute to the dean: "For 20 long years she has watched it
grow, stone by stone and building by building. They have been hard
years, years wintered in the struggle of the original founding ,
scorched by the adversities of a national depression ... , but brought
to the rich and bountiful harvest of the present by our beloved dean's
implicit faith in God and persistence in her dream of higher education
for Catholic young women."
In 1945, as the war came to an end in Europe and Asia, The Gleaner
took a sober look at the future in the midst of the rejoicing: "There
is a definite danger of the peace we have sweated and prayed for since
it was shattered in 1941 slipping through our finge~s." Possibilities
for World War III could be found in Communism in Europe, civil war in
China, and the inability of the United States to keep a monopoly of
atomic bombs.
As the fall term began, Father William H. Shannon joined the faculty
to teach courses in apologetics and Christian doctrine. As chairman
of the Department of Religion (now Religious Studies) and as resident
chaplain at the college since 1946, Monsignor Shannon has achieved
the longest tenure on the faculty by a member of the clergy--29 year~
to date.
The next year, Mr. and Mrs. William F. Martin, neighbors of the college, donated their two-story frame house to the college. The house
was moved 2700 feet from its original location, renamed St. Joseph Hall,
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and opened as a dormitory for freshmen~ The Martin's stone mansion,
purchased l a ter by the college and called LePuy, was to become the
present Maison Fr ancaise presided over each year by a Frenchspeaking resident advisor.
THE NEW BOARD--MEN OF MARK--In 1947, Mother Rose Miriam invited eight laymen to organize an advis ory board to a s sist the trustees and administrative officers of
t he college. First chairman: Norman O'Brien. No single progressive
step has been of equal importance: uniting the capacities and charities of Rochester's finest with the goals and ideals of the college.
In 1948, Graduate Record Examinations were administered at the college
fo r the first time--an :important move, meeting the highest national
standards of proficiency in various fields.
With the cold war against Communism raging in the outside world, The
Gleaner as ked plaintively: "Why cannot we, having the true philosophy , followi ng the righteous cause of the Son of God, possess the
s ame f ervor of accomplishment, the same zeal for the one goal which
s houl d permeate our souls,that of spreading the philosophy of Christ?"
At the college , The Gleaner, pulse-beat of the campus, gave its support to an unpopul a r cause, a student court. "The Student Council
i n constituting t his court," the paper declared, "is not attempti ng to place i t s elf in a lofty position of judgment over other students who are subject to its decisions. It is not a police force,
a spy synd i cate or a penal agency •••• The Student Court is in
exis t ence to prote ct the ••• rights of every girl in Nazareth. It is
s eeki ng to es tablish a proper balance of give and take from student
to student and a lso from student to administration."
By the silve r a nniversary year of 1949, there were already more than
1000 a lumnae . Ther e had been five academic departments at first,
now t here were 16 ; and 13 of them offered majors leading to baccalaurea te deg r ees: a r t, bi ology, chemistry, classical studies,
Eng li s h, ma thema tics, modern language s, music education, nursing,
s ecr e tarial s cience and economics, social science (including
history), soc i ology and social work, speech and drama. The others,
education, philosophy and religion, served the entire college.

Alumna Maria Berl Lee, '46, recalled those years when she wrote to
the historical committee: "Three things ••• Nazareth has given me for
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keeps: From our study of theology, ethics and philosophy, a sense
of abiding values and common sense norms to confront a world where
standards get fewer and fewer; an intellectual curiosity not confined to the narrow bounds of one discipline, fostered by the possibility at Nazareth of taking unrelated elective courses in almost
anything that interested you; the rate and precious value of friendship, and the need to keep it up."
Sister Teresa Marie, who was to retire as dean at the end of the
academic year, made this poetic tribute to the first 25 years:
"Full five and twenty years have
come and -gone
The serried ranks of maidenhood,
whose song
And laughter rings down the remembered
years,
While silver bells are pealing
And to glad hearts revealing
Rich years of joys and blessing
With grateful throngs confessing
Through blessed years now gone
The Light and Truth that led
them on."
Sister Rose Angela Noonan succeeded Sister Teresa Marie as dean of the
college, serving until 1961. Sister M. Gabriella Maloney became
treasurer of the college and has been its chief financial officer for
25 years to date. LePuy (now La Maison Francaise)~ bought from the
Martins, was opened as a residence for seniors when the fall termbegan
Mrs. Vlada Sabalis, from Lithuania, joined the faculty for music and
modern languages, and was the first to teach Russian at the college.
Mother Rose Miriam became one of her first students in this tongue.
THE FIFTIES--A GREATER NAZARETH-During the summer session of 1950, a new graduate program under the
direction of Sister Joseph Mary Raby was started. Eventually courses
were offered in education and music-education leading to master of
science in education degrees and English and history leading to
master of arts degrees. One hundred and twenty-eight graduate degrees were awarded under the program before it was discontinued-in 1971.
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As the college moved into its second quarter century, it was still
officially described as being mainly "an undergraduate college for
Catholic young women." Studies in both religion and philosophy over
four years were still prescribed by the curriculum. By this time,
there were about 400 students. Tuition was $350 per year; board and
room were $600 per year.
The Nazareth Normal School became the Elementary Teacher Education
Division of Nazareth College (for members of religious communities).
Sister M. Jamesetta Slattery became the dean of this division and
William R. Gwinn became chairman of the Department of History.
The 300th anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of St. Joseph
was celebrated by the presentation at the Audi.torium Theater of a
drama tic pageant, AUez, Mes FiUes, uritten by Jean Strachan. John
R. Slater, professor emeritus of English at the University of Rochest er, said of the event: "As for the play itself as written by a college senior, it was the finest original composition I have ever heard
for an academic occasion." (Jean Strachan was later on the Nazareth
College faculty.)
In 1951, Mother M. Helene Garvin became president of the college.
The college charter was amended as of April 25, 1951 to permit the
granting of the master's degree.
It was still possible to celebrate, as Rosemary White did at the
faculty-s enior dinner at the end of the academic year, the family
atmospher~ of the college. Being at Nazaret:h, she said, is "a way
of life .•• in which the joys and sorrows of each of us from the dean
to the maintenance staff, from the president of undergrad to the
most recently enrolled freshman, are the concern of all of us."
A GREAT SORROW--At commencement time in 1952, the Nazareth community mourned the passing of Sister Teresa Marie. The Rochester journalist, Henry Clune,
remembered her as "a lady who preserved the grace of a true Victorian
with the austerities of thatperiod softened into a rich sympathy
(She) managed the delicate equipoise of possessing high dignity
and the common touch." Father Daniel A. Lord wrote: "She was little
and quick and sparkling and full of laughter ••• like most nun foundresses, she began with an old building, unbounded faith, and a deep
love for the young .••• My memory of the gaiety of the halls, the
friendlin•"! ss of the faculty and the spontaneous love the girls showed
for the ir college and its dean remain fresh and charming.n
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When classes opened in the fall, Sister St. Catherine (now known as
Sister Kathryn) Sullivan assumed the new post of dean of studies. On
the occasion of the formal dedication ceremonies, The Gleaner welcomed
St. John Fisher College, which opened in 1951: "From the dust of a
nearby hill have risen the walls of the new St. John Fisher College.
We have seen them grow and take shape, brick by brick. It is with
keen pleasure that we see them now completed. A dream has become
concrete; a great new link has been forged in Catholic education."
The next year, Sister Josephine Louise (now known as Sister Louise)
Weber became registrar (to 1963), Sister M. Dorothea Kunz became
chairman of the Department of Mathematics, and Sister M. Magdalen
LaRew became chairman of the Department of Art. Father Shannon completed his doctoral thesis -for the University of Ottawa on the subject

The Religious Garb Issue as Related to the School Question in New
York State.
Nazareth continued its participation in worldwide religious events.
In 1954, the college community observed the Marian Year instituted by
Pope Pius XII for the centennial of the promulgation of the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception; and in 1955 the college Fremin Mission Unit,
sponsored by Sister Paulette, participated in the World Mission
Scenerama exhibition which opened the new Rochester War ~1emorial.
That year the campus saw the institution of a new major in speech
correction and the appointment of Dr. Robert J. Miller to the chairmanship of the Department of Philosophy (to 1972), succeeding Father
Lintz.
In the next year, an office of College Development was established with
Sister Eva Marie Schreiner as director. In addition to promoting annual giving funds by the alumnae and parents, the college, through the
work of the Development Office, began receiving grants, many on an annual basis, from corporations and foundations, both local and national,
and from friends of the college. The Development Office was also
responsible for the establishment of a deferred giving program.

The Gleaner, truly involved in the world's problems, polled some Nazareth students on the question, "If we ever found ourselves caught
under Communist domination, would Nazareth College students really
fight Communism as the Hungarian Student 'Freedom Fighters' did?" The
response (5 to 1 "yes") moved the editor to comment: "The real threat
of Communist domination would certainly provide an enlightening if not
necessarily an inspiring act of faith."
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LIBRARY--1957--During the summer session, the new library building (architects:
Waasdorp and Northrup; St. Jerome window by John Menihan and gift
of the Zornow family) was opened for use. With Sister Dominic and
Barbara Davis directing, the book collection now of some 40,000
volumes, was moved from cramped quarters in the basement of the
administration building via the human chain method.
Thecollege began to receive income from its membership in the Empire State Foundation of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges (through
June 1974 '.llore than $400,000 has been received from this. source).
The college received approval from the State Education Department
for a program of elementary teacher preparation with an academic
subject as the major field of interest--a program of increasing
importance in a time of growing need for elementary teachers.

The Gleaner reacted to the shock of Sputnik with this connnent: "We
were too busy buying new ·Edsels and screaming about taxes .••• We
must rearrange our values and put national peace and security before day-to-day luxury and ease. It falls to our own generation
to untangle the mess prepared for us by the preceding generation."
The Gleaner was strongly positive about the college:

"We say Nazareth is the greatest •••• The superiority of the Catholic colleges
over secular universities is evident •••• An education which does
not recognize God is incomplete, to say the least." A liberal arts
curriculum is superior to a technical one, a small college offers
a greater chance for the development of student potentialities,
and "in a women's college, courses are geared to the feminine
mind ..•. Thus, the world of Nazareth rounds out a rich, vital,
complete world, a WOMEN'S CATHOLIC LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE." Sister
Rose Angela addressed the incoming freshmen in a similar vein:
"In coming to Nazareth College you have accepted a special blessing of God because you have chosen to pursue truth in a college
that is Catholic, a liberal arts college, and a college for women
Secular education is wanting in the integrating principle
of philosophy and theology. Its learning is fragmentary, therefore, and unrelated, and the learner is deprived of that preparation
for living which is his due and without which his life lacks vision
and conviction."
Sister Margaret Teresa Kelley, Ph.D., succeeded Sister Rose Marie
as head of the Department of English (to 1967).
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In 1958, Sister Margaret Teresa quotes Barbara Hoffman, a Naz areth
teacher at Marywood, as saying that the late fifties and ear l y sixties
were Camelot years to the college: "It really was Came lot here :
There was a court, there was a queen, there was still court dress
(the ragged era had not yet dawned .•• ), there was happy, busy, campuscentered activity.... Crowds went to daily Mass, God \vas served and
Mary was loved ...• Student government was a reality .... Everybody
cared, everybody mattered .••. We were proud that our graduates held
so many positions in Rochester's public schools and social services ....
We had our visitors and speakers of note •••• And we had our 'eternals'
(on the faculty)."
In these Camelot years, the theology faculty was strengthened by the
addition of two Ph.D.'s in theology from St. Mary's College : Sis ter
Mary Lourdes MacCarthy (1958) and Sister Joan Margaret Kunz (19 64 ).
In the last year of the '50s, big things happened. Lourd ea Hall
(architects: Waasdorp and Northrup), opened to accommodate Nazareth's
rapidly increasing numbers. (Later it also housed our much enlarged
bookstore, presided over now by Mrs. Gladys O'Day and Mrs. Regis
Walsh.) Sister Mary Francis Norman succeeded Sister Kathleen Riley
as chairman of the Department of Music.

The Gleaner dealt with the question "Is . Woman the Lesser Man?" by
saying: "They complain if we wear the pants .... They scorn our prowess
on the golf course or ski run." But more than ever before "they want
an intelligent listener, a woman who also can debate and talk s ens ibly.
The woman who thinks Nietzsche is a kind of Chinese food may sit forever by a silent telephone."
Reacting to Porye John XXIII's call for an ecumenical counci l, The
~vrote:
"As Catholics, we are all obliged to pray f or the su ccess of the 21st ecumenical council. It could be the most important
event of our lifetime. It will only succeed if we pray fervently."

Gleaner

The first Parents Weekend was held, beginning a happy tradition of students entertaining and honoring their parents. By the l ate '60s, the Parents Association had contributed $67,000 to the religious center fund.
THE SIXTIES--ERA OF CHANGE--In 1960, Sister Helen Daniel Malone became president of the college
(to 1972). Thus, for the first time, the offices of mother general of
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ilieSisters of St. Joseph and president of the college were separated.
Mother Helene explained that the growth of the college made necess ary the appointment of a full-time president. Henry Clune wrote of
Sist e r Helen Daniel: "It is a privilege .•. to meet someone with the
Christian gentility of this great lady of Nazareth College ••.• Her
grace, her charm , her liberality, her Christian spirit which shines
through her eyes and informs her speech, must be an inspiration to
the young women who are under her charge."
In the national election which resulted in the election of John F.
Kennedy to the White House, The Gleane~ limited itself to remarking:
"If a Catholic occupies the White House, it would merely mean that
the Presid~nt of the United States was Catholic and not Protestant
or Jewish. The fact of his being a Catholic will in no way influence
his civil and political duties as such."
In the next year, as Father Robert F. MacNamara reported in The
Roches te~ 1868-1968~ Sister Helen Daniel Malone and
Father Charles J. Lavery announced the initiation of "a cooperative
plan by ,.;hich the students of Nazareth and Fisher might take the
courses and use the educational facilities of both of the colleges."
(In the s pring term, nine Nazareth students attended a combined class
in biology at Fisher. Through 1964, 201 Nazareth and 281 Fisher students had taken courses in the cooperation programs.)

Diocese of

The Board of Trustees decided to terminate Nazareth's nursing program , citing costs as the reason. (The Department of Nursing, therefore, held its last capping ceremony in 1962, and in 1964 the last
class of nurses graduated.) There were other changes: Sister
St. Catherine (Sister Kathryn) Sullivan succeededSister Rose Angela
as dean of the college; Ou Hie Shu joi~ed the faculty as "artist in
residence"; and because of its increasing responsibilities in governance of the college, the name of the Advisory Board was changed to
Board of Regents.
The years 1962 and 1963 saw several changes in personnel: CharlesMills, author of The Choice and The Alexandrians~ became the college's
first "author in residence"; Sister Josephine Louise (Sister Louise)
Weber beca~e dean of students (to 1968); Sister Stella Regina Welch
became registrar (for one year) and director of admissions (to 1973);
Sister Barbara Ann Foes became chairman of the Department of Mathematics; Sister Clare Regina (known now as Sister Mary Clare) Torpey
became chairman of the Speech Department (to 1968). Sister Helen
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Daniel announced that Charles Higgins would succeed Sis te r Dominic a s
librarian. Kearney Hall, for the growing body of r es ident stud en t s,
and the Faculty House for the 40 sisters were completed (a rc hit e cts:
Waasdorp and Northrup).
Beth LeValley, president of the Undergraduate Association, declar ed
a Christmas message: "We Americans and especially we Catho l ic Americans have many reasons to be thankful this holiday season. This past
year has given us two living witnesses in the name of John Fitz ge rald
Kennedy and Pope John XXIII, men whose lives were testimonies to peace
and brotherhood and whose deaths ma'de their message universal. The
message has been proclaimed: 'It is the springtime of Amer i ca, there
is a call for justice, and it is a time to put actualize d ide als above
complacency and justice written in law books and not in the hearts of
men; it is the springtime of the Church, there is a call for "aggiornamento" and it is for Christians to place love above hate and offense.'"
The 40th anniversary of the college in 1964 was marked by a specia l
issue of The GZeaner, a birthday party in the cafeteria fe a turing a
five-tiered cake with Sister Agnes Patricia and Sister Raphael from the
original faculty as honored guests. In the spring of 1965, there was
a series of special lectures featuring John Ciardi, who commemorat ~ d
the 700th anniversary of Dante's birth in his talk, "The Longest Wal k
in the Universe"; the philosopher, Gabriel Marcel, who ·spoke on "Wis dom
in the Age of Technology"; and Stanley E. Hyman, author of The Armed
Vision, who spoke on "The Critic's Credentials." By this time, 1000
students were enrolled at the college; tuition had risen to $1000 per
yea~ and board and room to $980 per year.
The five sisters who comprised the Board of Trustees secured a charter
amendment (September 25, 1964) to extend membership on the Board of
Trustees to the laity and other representatives of the college. Under
the new bylaws, only the mother general of the Sisters of St. Joseph
and the president of the college are ex officio members of the board.
That same year, a new language-laboratory was opened in Smyth Hall;
Mary E. Walsh assumed the duties of registrar (to 1966); and Father
James H. Loughery, O.P., joined the Speech Department. A GZeaner straw
poll picked LBJ over Goldwater by an 8 to 1 margin. Right again:
By 1965, change was everywhere. A faculty member recalls: "By '65, the
world and its woes were upon us, and we shared with youth everywhere the
concern for peace and social justice, and real freedom ••• getting down
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in any and every class to the problem of the moment •••• We experienced quiet and invaluable changes of another sort--the presence
in our class es of many people not of our faith, and of many people
much older and experienced in life, who had new gifts to give."
When the f all term opened, enrollment had risen to 1080 full-time
students, half of them resident students. There was a record number
of freshmen--350. The college was operating on a budget of $2.5 million. By this time, 16 Nazareth graduates had entered the Peace
Corps fo r which Sister Magdalen was the college representative.
Sister ~f. Jeanne Troy succeeded Sister Mary Francis as chairman of
the Department of Music. Nazareth College participated with St.
John Fisher College in the $9 million Joint College Fund Drive from
which Nazareth realized some $2 million.

The GleaYt8 T' 's burning academic issue for the year was "Are Camps
Ne ces sary ?" After an exhaustive study of the subject, the editors
concluded, perhaps ruefully, that "despite the discussion and criticism of com;>rehensives, most seniors thought they were beneficial."
The i s sue s t ill persists.
In : J66, Bisrtop Kearney presided over his last commencement as chanc r.e llor of the college. The Gleaner polled the students on the ques~ ... on:
"Do yo u approve of President Johnson's policy in Vietnam?"
Seventy-three percent of the resident students and 81 percent of the
commuters responded "yes"--we were not yet "doves." The college
library became a charter member of the Rochester Regional Research
library Council, ::-.nother of those community-minded moves that char~cterize recent ye :-~rs.
Dr. Virginia Otto succeeded Sister Agnes
Patricia as chairman of the Department of Modern Languages.

'i'he Bu lletin for 1967-59 no longer referred to Nazareth as "a churchr elated college" but en,;:>hasized . the "liberal arts college for women"
aspect and "a nondenomin:~tional policy for admissions."
When class e s opened in the fall, Carroll Hall (architect: Gino
Rossetti) was ready to receive resident students. But most exciting of all was the opening of the award-winning and long-awaited
$3 million Arts Center (architect: Gino Rossetti). Its modern and
expanded facilities for art, music, speech pathology and theatre
arts attracted increasing numbers of students with these major interests. The 1100-seat auditorium also served the community at large
through the presentation of a wide variety of cultural events. A
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partial listing of t hem in the years 1967 thr ough 1974 i ncludes
individual artists like Judith Ande rson, Alexande r Bra i l owsky ,
Richard Harris, Viveca Lindfors, Marcel Marceau, Vi ncen t Pr ic e ,
Andres Segovia and Emlyn Williams; lecturers like Daniel Be ll,
Daniel Boorstin, Ralph Ellison and Barry Ulanov; organiz ati ons
like the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, t he Roches ter Chamber
Orchestra, New York Pro Musica, The Barrow Poe ts, The Theater of
the Deaf, Phoenix Repertory Company, the City Center Act i ng
Company, the Alwin Nicolai Dance Troupe, the National Dance Troupe
of Sierra Leone, Alvin Ailey's American Dance Theatre and the
Ballet Repertory Company; college ~alent like Francesca Guli,
poet-in-residence, and the Nazareth-St. John Fisher Drama Club.
Joseph Baranowski is director of the Arts Center.

The Gleaner (Mary Ann Paul, editor) exulted:

"The Nazareth clima te
is changing. The enlarged cultural program resulting from the construction of the Arts Center has caused a lot of this change ....
The weekend curfews are not realistic and indicative of wha t s eems
to be an intention to treat the students as the kind of adul ts t he
college should admit.
"The change at Nazareth is going to show through in many other ways.
There will probably be fewer quiet days when the loudest nois e yo u
hear is some crazy sparrow. There will be more var iety in dress ....
There will be more academic contact with other college s and t he students here will make more and more demands upon their teachers,
their elected leaders, and upon Nazareth's administrators.
"It's good to be moving."
WE WERE MOVING!--Otto A. Shults became the first lay chairman of the Board of Tru s t e es.
His successors to date: The late Pe t er Barry , f orme r mayor of
Rocheste~ and State Supreme Court Judge Emmet t Schne pp .
On the
faculty, Dr. Anthony Barraco succeeded Sister Jose ph Mar y as cha irman of the Department of Education, and Dr. Richard Donovan became
chairman of the Department of English (to 1969). The college
started its own security service at this time. Its first director
was James Riley, former FBI ag ent .
With an enrollment of 1200 students and acute housing short ages on
campus for resident students, despite the opening of a new hall, the
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college acquired the former St. Elizabeth's Guild House at 1475
East Avenue to meet the emergency.
As the s pring term of 1968 began, the Administrative Council of the
college approved student-initiated revisions of the dress code, so
that the wearing of either slacks or bermudas was prohibited only in
the "formal business areas of the campus." Actually, this was the
beginning of the end for dress codes.
By now The GZeaner was editorializing on a variety of causes.
examp le, on student power:

For

"Student power .•• does not mean that the administrators, faculty and
students maintain themselves in a state of mutual bitterness, tension
and distrust .••• Student power means that the students should carry
a large part of the responsibility for forming the rules which they
are expected to obey ...• It is absurd to (expect students to) be content with token responsibilities in the management of our own community ...• Power corrupts, it is said, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely. Student power does neither, it teaches .•.• "
On a relevant curriculum:
"An education must be relevant--private individuals must learn to use
an education as a means to further their concern with public affairs.
A student must be allowed reflection and choice and must be given an
educa tion which will serve as background for the world of his experience. h'hat about credit for 'community action or social service projects'?'
However, despite its criticisms of matters near and far, the editors
of The Gleaner concluded that the 1967-68 academic year with the opening of the Arts Center had "some shining moments .••• Life at Nazareth College has begun to transcend itself, to turn to the world outside that ivory tower; to rise above things that don't matter anymore to the things that matter terribly."
As a result of .its deferred giving program, the college received this
year its largest gift--$1,168,000 from the will of Mary R. Donnelly.
It became a charter member of the Visiting Student Program, "Campus
New York," which enabled Nazareth students to take a semester or two
of work at other institutions without formal transfer.
When the fall term opened, the lower level .of the gymnasium building
had been transformed into a Student Union. Additional off-campus
hous ing ~.;as available for resident students at the Clover East Apartments and t he former St. Louis Rectory in Pittsford.
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Sister Marie Christine Maloney became dean of women; Sister Mary
Clare Torpey became the director of the Speech and Hearing Program,
of the Clinic, and of Speech and Hearing Services; Joseph Baranowski
became chairman of the Department of Speech; and Sister Josepha
Kennedy, having completed her work for a doctorate in musicology
at Columbia University, returned to the Music Department.
The Nelson Report, a study of the feasibility of further coordination
of Nazareth and St. John Fisher, authorized by the Boards of both colleges, was published. It stated: "There are no compelling financial
or academic features forcing a merger between the two colleges."
In 1969, an editorial by Louise DeNeve in The Gleaner, "After the
Deluge--Then What?" considered the pace of change: "A wave of restless dissatisfaction has engulfed students of colleges ..•. The ivycovered towers of Nazareth College have not escaped this flood ...•
And yet ••. all storms lose their fury eventually .... As each change
is initiated, as each rule or custom of the past is stifled, I wonder
what new traditions are being established .•.•
"Ten years from now will 4245 East Avenue be a leveled heap of muddy
ruins, stripped of all the tradition that once made it what it was,
or will it hang on to a few remnants of its own identity and cease
to imitate being what it was never intended to be in the first place-a large, impersonal university?"
In July of that year, Dr. Virginia L. Radley became dean of the college and Sister Marion Hoctor became chairman of the Department of
English. The college's Board of Regents was eliminated from Nazareth's
bylaws and the members of the Board of Regents became trustees of the
college. Under the Henderson Act, passed by the New York State
Legislature in response to destructive disorders at hallowed institutions like Columbia and Cornell, Nazareth filed with the Regents
of the State of New York "rules and regulations for the maintenance
of public order" on campus. A chapter of the American Association
of University Professors was formed, with John T. Carey its first president!'
The apparent escalation of the war i~ Vietnam in May 1970 inspired
many students and their mentors, to whom the conflict was a grave
moral offense, to react with strong emotion. Although faculty members held classes if they wished to do so, many of them--and most of
the students--participated in an antiwar moratorium.
Alumna Annette Sleyman Szymula, '71, recalls: "It was characteristic
of Nazareth students to show their concern in ••. conservative fashion,
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but we did show our concern for the destruction in Vietnam and the
murders at Kent State. For Nazareth those days were a learning experience, with readings by faculty and students, with memorial ser·v ices and candlelight marches. There was no riot, no tear gas, no
violence •••. The moratoriums at Nazareth were consciousness-raising
events in which the Christian ethics of peace and love prevailed over
the violence of our time."
One of the memorable statements of the time was delivered by Dr. Albion
Gruber of the Music Department, who said: "The road to nonviolence
will only be paved by those who are enlightened, who know history,
philosophy, psychology, law, politics, the arts--all that humanity
requires to be human •••• What this country needs least is ignorance.
Where is the sacrifice in cutting classes? What an inexpensive
memorial to the dead: ••• and if holding classes in the face of Cambodia
or Kent State seems incongruous, reflect on it for a moment. When
death comes to someone we love we are scandalized that the world does
not' stop for us--but it is this ever-forward movement that helps us
accept reality. Cambodia and Kent State should rather spur us on to
conunit ourselves to our unique tasks with renewed zeal."
Continuing Education took on a new form as a division in the college,
initially under the direction of Sister Barbara Ann Foos. Later, Dr.
Alice L. Foley directed the program during the 1971-72 academic year;
Ruth Gimbernat, present director, took charge in 1972.
Strengthening the bonds of culture, the college joined in the incorporation of the Rochester Area Colleges organization. The program of cooperation ~ith St. John Fisher was limited by requiring students in
most instances to take their major courses at their own college.
A new Department of Social Science, consisting of the disciplines of
anthropology, economics, political science, psychology, sociology,
and social work was formed. Dr. Mary T. Bush, professor of history,
chaired the department in 1970-71. Dr. Donna Regenstreif became
chairman in 1971.
A new major in religious studies was offered for the first time--and
LePuy Hall became La Maison Franaaise. The O'Connor Hall complex
(architect: Gino Rossetti) was completed, thereby enabling all of the
800 resident students (of 1200 in all) to live on campus in four
large dormitories and two small residences.
As the s pr ing term of 1971 began, changes in the core curriculum resulted in waking courses in religious studies and philosophy electives
within a humanities requirements.
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The college was recognized as qualifying as "a private, i ndepe nd en t
college" under the provisions of the State Bundy Act, a nd began r eceiving annual subsidies from the State of New Yor k bas ed upon t he
number of degrees granted each year.
In the fall of 1971, St. John Fisher introduced a co educa tion pr ogr an
and Nazareth began accepting full-time male undergraduate s i n t he Continuing Education Division. At first, St. Joseph's Hall \va.3 us ed fo r
a men's dormitory. The college also obtained a change i n it s char t er
to permit granting degrees to men at the ne xt commenc ement, Nay 1972 .
A new master's program in elementary education under the dir ect ion
of Sister Jamesetta Slattery was started. From the outs e t it has
flourished beyond all expectations.
The 1971-72 academic year was the first in which a stud ent-initiated
calendar was put into operation. The new calendar prov ide d t ha t the
first semester would be completed before Christmas. Judit h A. E&Janu e l
became dean of students. A new fine arts major, requiring cours e s
in music, art and drama, was instituted.

AND NOW--In 1972, Dr. Alice L. Foley succeeded Sister Helen Malone as pre s ident
of the college; Sister Marion Hoctor became vice presid ent of the
college; and Sister Jane Koenen became chairman of the Department of
Philosophy. Academically, a major in philosophy was introduced a nd
"Nazareth College in France" began in cooperation with the Univer s it y
of Rennes.
With the completion of the perimeter road, landscaping, parking l ots,
library and dining hall renovations, the campus had a finished look-for the time being. But changes would continue!
1973-74: As the college began its 50th year, having conferred 56 68
degrees to date, Sister Marion Hoctor became dean of the college;
Dr. Robert McCambridge, vice president for planning and development;
Robert Collins, registrar and director of admissions; and Susette R.
Graham, chairman of the Department of English.
There were 950 full-time undergraduates, 329 in Continuing Education,
and 826 in the master's program for an approximate total of 1350
"full-time equivalent" students.
With summer school students included, the number of "full-time equivalent" students at the college during the year 1973-74 was 1559,
the highest in its history.
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Tuition increased to $2100 per year; board and room to $1300 per
year. With an endowment of $4.7 million (market value), the college
had a budget of $4 million. The library, which adopted a new name,
Learning Resources Center,had a book collection ·o£140,000 volumes.
Degree programs leading to a bachelor of arts degree are offered in
17 areas: American studies, English, French, German, history, Italian, literature, mathematics, philosophy, political science, psychology, religious studies, social science, sociology, social work,
Spanish, theatre arts.
Degree programs leading to a bachelor of science degree are offered
in nine areas: art, biology, business,chemistry, fine arts, management science, music, speech pathology, social work.
Beginning in 1974, a new concentration in the area of speech and
hearing handicaps was offered within the master of science in education degree program.
Small private colleges like Nazareth are certain to be faced with
varied challenges in the years ahead, but as Dr. Foley stated in her
address to the faculty as the fall term began, the college community
can face these challenges with confidence "if we have the courage
to innovate our curriculum, keeping in mind always the tradition of
the liberal arts and the college ..• and the enlightened self-interest
to work creatively with other colleges and the community of the
greater Rochester area." For Nazareth College is fortunate in its
superb location, fiscal stability, dedicated faculty and staff
committed . to the spirit of meaningful change, and in the combined
vitality and concern of alumnae and trustees.
In keeping with this spirit, the Board of Trustees approved a fund
drive to be conducted in two phases: the first for a college community center which_would include a student union, a physical fitness and sports facility, and an interfaith chapel; the second to
continue through 1980 for scholarships and endowment. And, in
response to the recommendations of a college committee on enrollment, the board agreed that henceforth Nazareth should recruit male
students on an "equal basis with women and provide the necessary
programs and facilities for them.
As the college completed the 1973-74 academic year, it began a
celebration of its 50th anniversary with a special public convocation to hbnor distinguished and long-serving faculty and staff and
outstanding alumni. Five faculty members were honored for 40 or
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more years of completed service: Sister Agnes Patricia Br een, Eliz abeth M. Fake, Sister Margaret Teresa Kelley, Sister Jose ph Ma r y Raby
and Rosemary A. White. Eighteen facult y and staf f membe rs we re honored for 25 or more years of service to the college: Frank Bas c iani ,
Barbara A. Davis, Sister Mary Gerard Flagler, Sister Grace Geis ler,
Angeline Guzzetta Jones, Sister Dorothea Kunz, Dr. Jean ~1alone , Sister
M. Gabriella Maloney, Sister Mary Francis Norman, Vlada Sabal i s, Sister Eva Marie Schreiner, Monsignor William H. Shannon , Sister Marie
Augustine Smalt, Sister Margaret Mary Townsend, Si ste r Dor othy Agnes
Tyrell; Sister Louise Weber, Sister Teresa Ann Wende l ga s s and Siste r
Irene Wolter, Recipients of the 1974 Outstanding Alumni Awards were
Rosemary Edelman '28, Angeline Guzzetta Jones '30, Alice L. Foley ' 30,
Betty Doyle Schwab '35, Ba rbara Davis '40, Sister Louis e Webe r ' 41,
Karline Koenen Tierney '48, and Mary Margaret Kane Meaghe r ' 64 .
The 50th anniversary celebration would continue, of course, through
the 1974-75 year with such scheduled events as an open house to ma r k
Founder's Day on September 24, 1974; a performance of a s pec ially
commissioned chorale by Howard Hanson, director emeritus of t he
Eastman School of Music; and a symposium on "Man and His Va l ues ."
The college closed its 50th year by graduat ing the largest cla ss in
its history--434 of whom 313 earned the bachelor's degree and a record
121, the master of science in education degree.
At the conclusion of her presidential years, Sister Helen r e f l ected
on the question: How had Nazareth College been able to emer ge from
the trials of recent years in better condition ''than many college s of
comparable size and tradition?"
She attributed this successful emergence to two factors: The fou nde r s
of the college and those who have followed in positions of leade r ship
have been "people of vision and of dedication to the objectives of
this college," and "the things I liked best about Nazareth a s a student are still true today .••. The quality of the education, t he oneto-one relationships, and the openness of the people at Naz a r e th
College."
And as alumna Marion A. Palen '7~wrote in responding to the historical committee's questionnaire: "If the Nazareth of tomorrow must
remember to preserve anything in order to maintai n its link with
yesterday, it is that will-o'-the-wisp thing called 'communit y '."
May these qualities flourish during Nazareth's second 50 years!
-27-

PRESIDENTS OF THE COLLEGE
1924-39

Mother M. Sylvester Tyndall

1939-51

Mother Rose Miriam Smyth

1951-60

Mother M. Helene Garvin

1960-72

Sister Helen Malone

Since 1972

Dr. Alice L. Foley

DEANS OF THE COLLEGE
1924-49

Sister Teresa Marie O'Connor

1949-61

Sister Rose Angela Noonan

1961-69

Sister Kathryn Sullivan

1969-73

Dr. Virginia L. Radley

Since 1973

Sister Marion Hoctor
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LOCATIONS

MAJOR

OF

THE

COLLEGE

1924-28

981 Lake Avenue

1928-42

402 Augustine Street

Since 1942

4245 East Avenue

NEW

ON

BUILDINGS

THE

PITTSFORD

CA.'·PUS

Date of
Opening

Name of Building

Ar c hitect

1942

Administration (now Smyth Hall)

Frank M. Qu inlan , Sr .

1942

Gymnasium-Auditorium (lower
level now Student Union)

Frank M. Quinl an, Sr .

St. John Fioher Hall (since
1953, Medaille Hall)

Frank M. Quinlan , Sr .

The Library (since 1973, the
Learning Resources Center)

Waasdorp and Nort hr ur

1959

Lourdes Hall

Waasdorp and

1963

Kearney Hall

Waasdorp and Northr Jp

1964

Faculty House

Waasdorp and North :up

1967

Arts Center

Gino Rossetti

1967

Carroll Hall

Gino Ro ss e tti

1970

O'Connor Hall Complex

Gino Rossetti

1942
1957
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No rt hr~ ;

GOVERNANCE OF THE COLLEGE
1924:

The five sisters who comprised the Community Council of the
Sisters of St. Joseph were by charter the trustees of
Nazareth College.

1947:

Mother Rose Miriam invited eight laymen

to form an .advisory

board to assist the trustees and the administrative
officers of the college.
1961:

Because of its increasing responsibilities, this advisory
board became a Board of Regents.

1964 :

The five sisters who comprised the Board of Trustees revised
the charter to permit the laity and other representatives
of the college to serve on the Board of Trustees.

New

bylaws required the Mother General of the community and
the President of the college to serve on the board as

ex officio members.
1967:

Otto A. Shults became the first lay chairman of the Board of
Trustees.

1969:

The Board of Regents was eliminated from the bylaws and its
members become trustees of the college.
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