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Preface to Tomorrow

The people and events of history cast long shad-
ows that fall, if only faintly, on the things that we
enjoy today and call our own. So it is with the past
and present of Monroe County. Look as long as we
might, we would be hard pressed to point to any
major development or enterprise without acknowl-
edging a debt to some earlier government, industry
or individual citizen.

This is one of the principal lessons of history:
That man and society are in a process of continual
development. What happened yesterday affects the
world we live in today, just as what we do today in-
fluences the shape of tomorrow. It is a lesson we
cannot and should not avoid.

It is for this reason that this book is entitled
Preface to Tomorrow. In its brief text this book is
an attempt to highlight the process of cause and
effect that has made Monroe County, New York,
what it is today. As such, it is also a reminder that
what we do today will in many ways determine the
type of community our children and grandchildren
will inherit.

Monroe County's first 150 years are rich in prog-
ress and development, the legacy of people who
toiled before us. What historians write of the age
we live in is being determined today-by you, your
neighbors, your employer, your local and county
governments. Through joint efforts, we can perpetu-
ate Monroe County's enviable record of growth and
community development, so that future generations
will write of us proudly, as we, in this book, write
of our predecessors.

THE COVER: Downtown Rochester as it looked in the late
1870's. The view, looking southeast coward Washington
Square, was probably drawn from the steeple of old St. Pat-
rick's Roman Catholic Church. The artist's name is not known.
The past century has seen numerous changes: the Erie Canal
aqueduct over the Genesee River has been converted to the
Broad Street bridge, the shops lining the Main Street bridge
have been razed and the railroad station is gone from the
west bank of the river.



In the matrilineal Indian culture woman was held in high esteem. Her name was carried as the family name. The
opinions of the women influenced the council, particularly regarding land sales, as they were tillers of the soil.
The painting of a Seneca woman by the cooking fire is one of a series by Ernie Smith, himself a Seneca.

Footprints of the Past

The conflict between Nature and the will of Man
has outlined many pages of history. In earliest times
Nature was dominant. Man carved his roads where
Nature made it easiest. He built his settlements
where Nature provided water. He planted his crops
where Nature furnished fertile soil. It was so with
the origins of Monroe County. Nature was the ear-
liest architect.

Two hundred years ago Ridge Road was a 12-
inch-wide path through dark pine forests, worn by
Indians traveling single file and marked by blazed
tree trunks- "spotted trees" the pioneers called
them. Clover Street (the trail to Totiakron ) and
Union Street (the Canawagus Trail) and even
Merchants Road were laid out by moccasined feet.

These trails were, quite literally, paths of least
resistance. Indians skirted obstacles as they traveled,
leaving meandering routes that modern road build-
ers preferred to straighten. Merchants Road, which
once linked Canandaigua and the Genesee River,
still shows its origin. The one mile that remains has
nine turns and bends.

Indian trails or stagecoach routes still determine
our way to the shopping center. Boundaries laid out
with elementary surveying instruments are still the
basis for roday's tax and school districts.
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Oliver Phelps negotiated the treaty at Buffalo Creek in 1788
at which the Indians released their claims to 2.6 million acres
in Western Xew York. Phelps moved to Canandaigua and
died there in 1 09.

Before Man left his mark in history, Nature left
her indelible smmp on the land. The glacier scraped
its way over ~ew York State millions of years ago,
then retreared, leaving behind fertile soil, clawed-
our lakes drumlins eskers and kames. Here it left
the water-rounded cobblestones that affluent land-
owners of pre-Civil War days used to construct the
unusual masonry buildings that are a unique feature
of this region.

The low rounded hills common in Perinton,
Pittsford, Mendon and Rush were piled up by the
glacier. The escarpment along which Ridge Road
runs marks rhe shore of ancient Lake Iroquois, a sea
of melted ice that retreated to form what is now
Lake On ·0. Rubble of rocks and earth dropped
by the ice sheer in Rush blocked the path of the old
Irondo-Genesee River. -0 longer able to follow its
forme ronre through Irondequoit Valley to the bay,
the m-er to CUt a new bed through a fertile
valley lin over rock ledges and out to the
lake. Th 1 were ed the upper, middle and lower
falls of me Genesee and a deep gorge which reveals
a geolo ic . le in its colorful layered rock.

In ac!dicion to ich soil and a waiting source of
warer power. <> Ice Age created Lake Ontario
which me climate. It hoards summer
warmth and pre~·e1lts early frosts, factors important
to fruit ear the lake. Land in Monroe
Counry is ITer- man that further south, favoring
canal consrruction.

Nathaniel Gorham, together with Phelps, led the group of
invesrors that purchased the lands west of Seneca Lake from
Massachusetts. Gorham served as President of the Continental
Congress during the Revolutionary War.

The abundance of the land attracted settlers. Ex-
cavations show the first were the peaceful Algon-
kins. Their implements have been found along
Ridge Road, on the site of the University of Roch-
ester River Campus, and in Maplewood Park.

The more warlike Senecas migrated across the
continent and stopped here about 1300 A.D. They
called the land Gen-nis-he-yo, for "pleasant valley."
The Senecas destroyed or absorbed the Algonkins,
then built defensible hilltop homes. The only one
within the county was Totiakron near Rochester
Junction off Plains Road, Mendon.

About 1460 the Senecas joined four other tribes
in the League of the Iroquois, a confederation that
kept peace between here and the Hudson Valley for
more than two centuries. As "Keepers of the West-
ern Door" the Senecas controlled the main east-west
routes-the Mohawk Trail from Albany to Buffalo
and the Ridge from Oswego to Niagara Falls-and
the north-south route from Lake Ontario to the
Ohio Valley along the Genesee. The Ridge and the
Ohio Trail converged at Indian Landing where our
Ellison Park is today.

In 1610 the French scout, Etienne Brule, was the
first European to learn of the Genesee. Soon French
priests established missions near the Indian villages.

In August 1669 French explorer Robert Cave-
lier sieur de LaSalle with his party entered Ironde-
quoit Bay in canoes. He sought guidance to the Ohio
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The first survey, in 1790, misplaced the eastern boundary of the
purchase. After the Indians discovered the western boundary of the
mill seat tract ran due north instead of paralleling the Genesee, a
resurvey created the Triangle Tract between the old and new lines.

Trail. The Senecas were exceedingly polite. They
treated the French to eight days of games, dancing
and feasting. They even burned a prisoner as a spec-
tacular climax, but never indicated the specific route
to the French. When the Senecas began to devour
the remains of the prisoner in a cannibalistic feast,
LaSalle withdrew, his expedition a failure.

Less than twenty years later-July 10, 1687-the
Marquis de Denonville arrived at the bay with a
force of 3,000 Frenchmen and friendly Indians, de-
termined to secure the Senecas' allegiance to French
fur traders. Four days later the army advanced south
toward Gannagaro, on Boughton Hill near Victor,
bent on destroying the Indian villages.

The day was so hot that the French leader was
marching through the wilderness in his underwear.
As his forces began to descend through a steep ra-
vine, the Senecas ambushed them. Without even
stopping to dress, Denonville seized his sword and
rallied his men. The Senecas retreated. The next day
the French continued their march, burning long
houses and crops in several villages which the In-
dians had deserted. Within two weeks Denonville's
forces returned to Montreal without encountering
the Indians again.

This attack turned the Iroquois nation against the
French and contributed to the brief supremacy of
the English in the N ew World. Through the next
century, the Senecas attempted to exclude both

French and English from their territory by claimin
neutrality. Finally in 1764, they signed a treaty rhaz
allied them with the English. This drew them into
the losing side of the Revolutionary War.

When Indian and Tory raiding parties attacked
frontier settlements, then retreated to safety in
ca territory, General John Sullivan was sent in 1--9
with a large force of Continental troops to wipe oez
the Senecas. They destroyed towns, orchards and ~
estimated 160,000 bushels of corn on their march
through central New York towards the Genesee
Valley. Their power broken, the Senecas withdz
to the English fort at Niagara where hun
starved during the winter. A number of Sulliv
men, astounded by the abundance of the valley, re-
solved to return to Western New York after the waz

Following the defeat of the English and the Iro-
quais in the Revolution, both New York State '
Massachusetts laid claim to what is now esrerc
New York. The states compromised. Massachuseus
was to sell the land west of Geneva from Lake Oa-
tario to the Pennsylvania border, but New
would govern it.

Land speculators, headed by Oliver Phelps
Nathaniel Gorham, bought the territory from Mas-
sachusetts-some 6.5 million acres-paying
six cents per acre in Continental Script. To clear
claim, Phelps negotiated a treaty with me Senecas
in 1788 at Buffalo Creek.

The Senecas refused to part with the land wesr -
the Genesee River, but deeded 2.6 million acres oe-
tween Lake Seneca and the river to Phelps for
$.12,800. Phelps proposed they give him some
on the west side of the river where he would b -
mill to grind their corn. They agreed. Then, P
specified a plot 12 miles wide and 28 miles 1000s-

the "mill seat tract."
When Continental Script was revalued, the _ - -

lators were unable to pay. Massachusetts r -
its title to those lands west of the Genesee. Pl
and Gorham sold their tract in 1790 to Roberr I
ris, a signer of the Declaration of IndepeXf3~
Morris acquired the Massachusetts tides in s::

purchases which led to eventual financial c'-S:::;;:::;-
for him. But his first purchase in 1 91 fro
Ogden who had bought it from Massach -~
for the strip to the west adjacent to the Phe _ -
Gorham purchase. A part of this, called :be ==-
angle Tract, now includes the towns 0':_"-=,,,..=.=~
Clarkson and Hamlin.

The era of settlement was about to daw -
ern New York's "pleasant valley."
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In the economy of the pioneer, the game of the forest provided meat. The sturdy oxen foraged on the underbush, sale of ashes
of felled trees brought cash for taxes, and wheat planted and harvested among the tree stumps paid for the land. The engrav-
ing "Rochester in 1812" is thought to represent Enos Stone shooting a bear.

Carving Out A New County

Shortly after the close of the Revolutionary War,
a few settlers began to clear the heavily forested
lands of Western New York. By 1790, a handful of
pioneers lived between Avon and lake Ontario. The
next decade saw the beginning of isolated settle-
ments in the forests.

Wilderness life demanded a hardy, self-sufficient
breed, and Ebenezer Allan, Monroe County's first
settler, was that. Indian Allan, as he was known,
took an Indian squaw as a wife and settled near
Scottsville in 1 86. To fulfill his promise to the
Indians, Oliv er Phelps offered Allan 100 acres at
the Genesee falls on which to erect a gristmill and
a sawmill. In late I ovember of 1789, the mills were
operating just west of where Court Street Bridge
stands today.

Peter Sheffer, an 85-year-old patriarch, bought
Allan's farm that November for $2.50 an acre.
Allan's family and the Sheffers shared the cabin
through the winter of 1789, and in the spring Shef-
fer planred apple seeds carried from Pennsylvania.
That year John lusk and his son and hired man
came to settle near Irondequoit Bay. The mosqui-
toes in the swamps made lowland settlement dan-
gerous but between bouts with fever and ague, they

A French traveler, Jacques Gerard Milbert, sketched the 93-
foot drop at the main falls of the Genesee River in 1818. To-
day the Platt Street Bridge crosses here and downtown Roch-
ester is just upstream.

cleared 12 acres and built a log cabin. That same
year, Simon and Israel Stone cleared land in Pitts-
ford and sowed some wheat, then hastened east to
induce their old neighbors to join them. They
brought five families to settle in 179l.

Along Merchants Road near Indian landing, Or-
ringh Stone entertained travelers by 1790. A ban-
quet there might include roast pig, wild turkey, wild
pigeon and apple and pumpkin pies. Stone's frame
house still stands on East Avenue, beyond the Outer
loop. For travelers west of the Genesee, Isaac Scott
built a "public house" in 1790 in what later became
Scottsville.
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A map of Monroe County, in 1829, before Webster, Irondequoit and Hamlin
were set off as towns. It indicates stage routes, county roads, villages, flouring
mills, manufactories, forges, saw mills and churches. Then, Allens Creek
had six flouring mills while four were located on Irondequoit Creek.

Pots and pans for cooking, brought from the settled east because of their
scarcity, were used as early items of trade. The long handles equip these
utensils for use on an open hearth.

,:
I

The Charlotte lighthouse, built in 1822 at the mouth oc
Genesee, was used only a few years because its lighr co::...::.
not easily be seen from the lake. The river channd ~
since been extended, leaving the lighthouse inland.

Glover Perrin settled in 1789. His brother Jesse--
family and his own were the sole occupants or F
inton until 1793. In 1791, William Hincher, G.

refugee from Shay's Rebellion, built a primitive
cabin near today's Charlotte and became the ==
settler on the lake shore west of the Genesee.

Undaunted, the settlers kept coming from .
east. Soon Indian Allan felt crowded, and in 1-
he sold the l Ofl-acre mill tract and moved on ill . -

Canadian wilderness. His mills had fallen inro -
repair. Others were built in the area-Zebulon _- "
ton's at Honeoye Falls in 1791; Daniel Pero
on the Irondequoit Creek falls in 1803; and F" - .
Albright's on the Oatka in 1804.

Along with the settlements came beginnings
political organization. At that time, there were
political ties between land lying east and Ian ". =-=
west of the Genesee. The town of orrhfck,
ganized east of the river in 1796, was parr oc ():::.
tario County, with the county seat in ~5-

As the population density increased, " "O.HL'--"'::.!.....

by then renamed Boyle, was divided ag--~ ---
again, with Penfield being split Out (1 10 .
Perinton (1812), Brighton and Pittsford
Henrietta (1818) and finally Irondequoit =-_=
and Webster (1840). Mendon (1812) W2,"

nally part of Bloomfield, and Rush be.a::.::
Avon until 1818.

On the other side of the river, all the
the Genesee to Niagara Falls was in the



In 1790 Orringh Stone opened a tavern, probably a small building be-
hind the structure shown here. Louis Philippe, later King of France, and
Lafayette stayed here. At a public meeting on this site AprilS, 1814, the
Town of Brighton was formed.

The first grist mill built here on the Honeoye Creek in 1792 belonged to
Zebulon Norton, and the surrounding community was called Norton's
Mills. His mill burned in 1796. The village was later renamed and in-
corporated in 1838 as Honeoye Falls. This mill dates from about 1830.

Northampton, organized in 1797. It was rapidly
split. Parma and Riga were founded in 1808, Gates
in 1812 and Sweden the following year. Each of
these towns was redivided, forming Ogden (1817),
Clarkson (1819), Greece and Chili (1822) and
finally Union (1853), which became Hamlin
(1861). Wheatland (1821), originally called In-
verness, was part of the town of Southampton,
which was set off from orthampton earlier.

As part of Genesee County, settlers in these
western towns had to make a two-day trip to the
county seat in Batavia to conduct legal business.
The founding dates indicated how slowly land near
the lake was populated because of a fear of the sum-
mer fevers that killed many early residents.

The relentless pounding of the Genesee falls re-
portedly drove away the pioneer family of Benjamin
Weeks, bur [athaniel Rochester and his partners,
William Fitzhugh and Charles Carroll, recognized
a commercial sound. In 1803, they rode from Can-
andaigua to see the property. The house Allan had
built was deserred and one mill had been carried off
in a flood. The three men bought the 100-acre lot
for $17.50 an acre.

The nearest bridge was at Avon. So with reluc-
tance, the stare in 1809 agreed to a bridge at the
falls, "a God-forsaken place, inhabited by muskrats,
visited only by straggling trappers, and through
which neither man nor beast could gallop without
fear of starvation, or fever or ague."

The nrst settler on Colonel Rochester's 100-acre
tract was Hamlet Scrantom, who came on May 1,
1812 from Lewis County with his family in an OX-

drawn wagon. Their cabin stood just west of a half-
finished wooden bridge that spanned the Genesee
about where Main Street is today.

The lots sold quickly, and a community began to
rise. The first school was organized in 1813, meet-
ing in a loft until a one-room schoolhouse could be
built. By 1815, 332 people lived at the falls, and
about 12,000 resided in the towns that became
Monroe County. Inconve~ienced by lengthy trips to
county seats in Canandaigua and Batavia to conduct
official business, they began agitating for a new
county halfway between.

A subscription list, circulated to gather pledges
of money to build a jail and courthouse, raised
$6,000, and several thousand signed the petition to
create a separate county. Colonel Rochester and
others carried the petition to the New York State
Legislature in 1817, along with a request to incor-
porate the falls settlement. The legislature turned
down the county petition, but granted a charter for
the Village of Rochesterville.
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The horses and wagon, gas lights and wooden canopies have disappeared from South
Main Street in Churchville, but the village remains substantially unchanged since
this view was taken about 1895. The village, which now has a population of slightly
more than 1,000 in 1970, was founded by Samuel Church.

More than sixty men and boys turned Out to help raise chis barn on West Henrietta
Road in Rush about 1910. Work bees were also a form of recreation. The wives
brought scalloped poraroes, baked ham, cakes and pies, and everyone danced in the
barn when the cask was finished.

Under pressure from Genesee and Ontario Coun-
ties, which were large and influential, the legislature
kept denying petitions. The delegates made four
more trips to the capitol before the legislature final-
ly approved formation of Monroe County on Febru-
ary 23, 1821. It was named for James Monroe,
United States President from 1817 to 1825.

The first Board of Supervisors meeting was held
May 8 at John Christopher's Mansion House on
land now occupied by the Flagship *Rochester. The
site for a courthouse was approved. On September
the cornerstone was laid. The third courthouse
building built in 1895 on that site now serves as the
Monroe Counry Office Building. The mill stones
from Indian Allan's gristmill are mounted on a "all
of its second floor corridor.

Before the Erie Canal was completed in 1825,
transportation was arduous. The least difficult time
to travel was winter when the ground was frozen.
In some places pioneers sank tree trunks in the mnd
to make "corduroy roads." Plank Road in Penfield
was typical of the roads laid by private entrepre-
neurs who later incorporated and built toll roads ro
provide smoother travel after the mid-century.

Digging for the Erie Canal began in 1817. It "as
to run 363 miles from the Hudson River to Lake
Erie. By 1821 the Canal reached Bushnells Basin,
which served as the western terminus until 1823.

The terrain to the west presented two challenges:
to keep the canal level across the Irondequoit Valley
and then to lift it over the Genesee. An earthen em-
bankment a mile long was built across the valley
carrying the canal 40-76 feet off the ground. An
aqueduct 802 feet long carried the canal over me
river. It was the longest in the world at that time;
but it leaked. A second aqueduct, completed in
1842, and visible today as the foundation of me
Broad Street Bridge, solved the problem.

The Rochester section of the canal was opened in
1823. The whole waterway was finished in 1825_
The canal hastened the development of the area.
People poured in to settle the rich land-the fare
was only five cents a mile. Packet boats returned ro
the east coast loaded with products of the land. A
bushel of wheat that had cost $1 to ship to ew
York could be sent by canal for ten cents.

Along its way, Fairport emerged, Pittsford grew
to village status by 1827, Brockport fulfilled Hiel
Brockway's vision and the farm of Daniel Spencer
by Spencer's Basin became Spencerport.

The Erie Canal allowed residents to look beyond
immediate markets for the first time, with profoun
impact on the county's growth.



A Sultry Calm, painted in 1837 by British artist, George Harvey, shows a packet boat on the Erie Canal loaded with ladies and gentle-
men, perhaps on their way to visit in Western New York, perhaps returning from the capital in Albany. The boat is rounding a bend just
west of Pittsford. Until after the Civil War, canals were the area's principal means of passenger travel and freight transportation.
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"Ryan House," a canal inn at Adam's Basin in Ogden, is one of 77 pastels in the series "All Along the Erie" by]. Erwin Porter, Penfield
artist. Near here lived Alexander Milliner, \V'ashington's drummer boy, one of the last three surviving veterans of the Revolutionary War.



Many farmers without that kind of capital turned
their surplus wheat into whiskey. In early census
reports through Western New York, distilleries out-
numbered gristmills. Most towns had five or six in
operation. One early settler, relating his life for a
biography after the temperance movement gained
strength, said, "Put it in that I ran a distillery; it was
no disgrace then."

Another early necessity was salt. Michael Beach's
salt works lay south of Parma Center, and salt
springs along the Ridge were also worked. Salt
Road in the eastern part of the county led to an
early salt works in Webster, and at Fairport salt
production was an important industry.

Lime for building mortar and whitewash was
made in kilns. Charcoal burners supplied fuel for
the blacksmith's and tinsmith's fires. Potash making
was another industry that evolved from the land.
Trees were burned, then water was allowed to drip
through the ashes to extract lye, which made soap
when mixed with animal fats and grease.

The main crop in the settlements surrounding
Rochester was grain. The earliest mills were local
gristmills where the farmer could have his grain
ground for feed.

Rochester's second mill was a crude affair, erected
at the Middle Falls in 1807. The mill burned in
1818, and on its ruins was built the Phoenix Mill,
one of the large Rouring mills that made Rochester
famous as the "Flour City."

The D. C. Rand Powder Company, as illustrated in A History 0/ Monroe County. 1788-1877, operated between 1855 and 1908. The site be-
side the Irondequoit Creek in Perinton was chosen because it had a fine stand of willows for producing charcoal and a railway siding to bring
saltpeter-raw materials for the blasting powder. The buildings, widely separated to keep any explosion isolated, occupied what is now the
southeast corner of Powder Mill Park. Monroe County purchased the 300 acres for the park in 1930.

Our Daily Bread
The basis of Monroe County's early economy was

land. Early settlers were dependent on what they
could reap from the land, and equally important, on
what they could transport over the land.

Before the canal gave them an outlet to larger
markets, settlers could sell their products only
with great difficulty. In a strictly local market, a per-
fect growing season could deal a severe economic
blow, since a bumper crop of wheat would topple
prices and virtually eliminate demand for grain.
During this period a local characteristic-ingenuity
-surfaced, squeezing profit out of adversity.

Samuel Brewster, a Connecticut farmer who had
settled on 850 acres in Riga, had a crop of 3,000
bushels of wheat. Because the best price he could
get locally was three shillings (37 Y2 cents) a bush-
el, Brewster decided to try the eastern market.

He had 70 barrels of flour ground, then pur-
chased six yoke of oxen. Brewster said: "The seventy
barrels were transported by the Rour teams to my
market (Connecticut) in twenty days. The flour
was sold for six dollars a barrel, and the oxen all
for a profit, cash in hand. Teamsters were men who
desired like myself to visit New England, and cost
only for their board going and returning." Brew-
ster's smugness is understandable: the trip increased
the amount he received for his wheat by more than
60 cents a bushel.
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Workers pause for a portrait at a turn-of-the-century apple evaporating plant in Hilton. On one side of this American Fruit Prod-
ucts production line, employees placed the apples on a machine that cored and peeled them; on the other, the remaining strips
of peel were removed. In late summer, apple orchards shaded the roads of all the lakeshore towns. In Parma, the trees were
heavy with 20-ounce apples, first propagated in the Collamer orchards in 1859.

By the time he reached 60 in 1916, George Eastman had
already builr a large industrial organization and was turning
his attention to constructive philanthropies.

The year the Erie Canal opened, Rochester's
population was 5,000, just about the size of the Vil-
lage of Webster today. The following year, 1826,
Rochester's mills shipped 200,000 barrels of flour
and it had a newspaper, sidewalks and a village
green-Washington Square.

Rochester has been called the nation's first boom
town because of its rapid growth in those early years.
Actually Monroe County has always grown at a rate
faster than the region as a whole, and frequently
faster than the state.

The county's early exuberance infected Sam
Patch, an ex-sailor, ex-factory worker and a high

diver. In 1829 he jumped from the 93-foot-high
middle falls of the Genesee and lived. He bragged
that he would do it again-on Friday, November
13th. More than 7,000 people shivered on the
banks and leaned from the windows of the grey
stone mills lining the river's edge. Patch climbed
onto a 25-foot platform on an island in mid-stream,
then he appeared to lose control and plunged awk-
wardly over the falls. Patch's body was found the
following spring. It rests in the Charlotte cemetery
among the graves of veterans of the Revolution and
the War of 1812, lake captains and Charlotte's first
lighthouse keeper.

In 1833 a "railroad" was built between Rochester
and Carthage, a settlement on the eastern bank be-
low the Lower Falls where the river was navigable
to its mouth, linking lake and canal routes of com-
merce. It was really a stagecoach, running for three
miles on tracks and hauling open cars loaded with
lumber, potash and bags of grain.

The first real steam engine arrived in Rochester
by canal in 1836. A track was completed the follow-
ing year between Rochester and Batavia shortening
the journey to two hours. By 1842 it was possible to
cross the state by rail. Until 1850 trains were re-
stricted by the legislature from carrying freight, so
canals monopolized this traffic.

Rochester received its city charter from the state
legislature in 1834. By then it had a population of
12,000 and had annexed 4,000 acres from Gates,



Greece and Brighton. (More land was later ac-
quired from these towns as well as from Ironde-
quoit and Chili.)

On the west side of the city in the Third Ward, a
"ruffled-shirt district" had grown up containing the
impressive, classic-styled houses of the city's wealthy
merchants and mill owners. Their wives used to
wait by the bridges of the Erie Canal watching for
their men to return from business in Albany.

Many packet lines brought travelers into the area.
Some stayed. But the nation was moving westward.
The canal offered easy access to new frontiers.

There was opportunity for those who remained.
As Colonel Rochester had predicted: "It is inevit-
able that where mills are operating people will
make their homes. Here is power for mills. People
will come." When the city incorporated it used
"Flour City" in its great seal. At the time, 21 flour-
ing mills along the river ground 500,000 barrels of
flour a year. When production increased to a million
barrels a year, employment was provided for many
persons in such supporting trades as barrel making
and the edge tool industry.

The financial panic of 1837 and the blight of the
weevil on local wheat, coupled with the improved
quality of western-grown wheat caused a decline in
the industry. Western wheat from the vast prairie
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lands had more elasticity for bread making, the
high-volume use. Rochester began to reach west for
wheat to feed its mills, but millers in the midwest
edged the city out.

The same factors were affecting the towns of the
county where rapid expansion led to the erection of
the $35,000 Livingston Mills at the falls of the
Irondequoit; the large grey stone mill still standing
beside Honeoye Creek falls; and the Harmon Mill
at Clifton on Black Creek, whose flour took first
prize in London and was used by Queen Victoria.

By 1850, Rochester had a population of 36,000,
making it the state's fourth largest city. At the same
time, the population in the towns surrounding the
city was 51,000, a figure that was to change little
for the next 75 years.

The City of Rochester at mid-century was a hand-
some town of tree-lined streets, neatly kept cottages
and elaborate mansions. Within two miles of the
Four Corners (where Main and State Streets cross)
were nurseries and seed farms. The first, Mount
Hope Nurseries, was started in 1834 by an Irish im-
migrant, Patrick Barry, and a German immigrant,
George Ellwanger.

Ellwanger and Barry had the largest nursery, but
more than a dozen competitors in the latter half of
the nineteenth century took advantage of the rich

The New York State Barge Canal, successor to the Erie, is tranquil today. No longer the state's avenue of commerce, it is used
principally by pleasure craft. In Pittsford, the Canal passes historic buildings along Schoen Place.
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James Vick, whose first Flower Guide appeared in 1862, pioneered
systematic seed growing and introduced the mail order technique,
making seeds widely available. One of his farms was in Greece.

Rochester-made products earned a deserved reputation for quality
and skillful execution. The ingenuity of the area's craftsmen gave
new life to the city after flour milling declined in the latter half of
the nineteenth century.

soil and mild climate. Brighton, Irondequoit, Pen-
field, Greece and Gates contained acres of young
shade and fruit trees, tulip and other bulbs, rose
bushes and shrubs as well as flowers and vegetables
being grown for seed. An estimated 4,000 acres of
land in the suburbs of Rochester was given over to
the planting of trees, shrubs and flowers.

The nurserymen convinced local farmers to con-
vert to fruit orchards after wheat crop failures. Ac-
cording to the federal census of 1860, Monroe
County was first in orchard products in the state,
second in garden products and eighth in wheat.

At its peak in the 1870's and 1880's, the area
supplied nearly half of the nation's commercial out-
put of trees. In rush season, tons of seed jammed
the post office and express agencies. local nurseries
shipped plants all over the nation and even to
Japan, India and Australia.

This thriving business supported other industries
-packaging and printing. Rochester's quality print-
ing industry got its start by printing seed and nurs-
ery catalogs.

As nursery land became valuable, nurserymen
sold it for subdivisions and moved farther out from
the city. The Highland Park section was developed
by Ellwanger and Barry Realty, the Pinnacle section
by Crosman Realty, and Browncroft by Brown
Brothers Nursery.

The other industries in which immigrants, par-
ticularly German Jews, found ready employment,
were shoe and clothing manufacturing. The county
was also achieving an industrial base, but while
Rochester moved away from industries closely tied
to raw materials or natural resources, the village
enterprises were linked with the land.

The powder mill for which Powder Mill Park
was named depended on its location for supplies and
deliveries. Its product, blasting powder, was made
for clearing the wilderness. later when cereal crops
predominated, Brockport factories were the first
mass producers of the revolutionary McCormick
reaper. In the 1890 census, Monroe County stood
second in the nation in the value of its agricultural
production. Brockport was known as "The Bean
Capital of the World." As the produce of the land
changed, so did the industries.

Irondequoit Bay was an important source of ice
until Wodd War II. It supplied ice for refrigerated
railroad cars carrying Monroe County fruits and
vegetables around the country.

In Hilton, which vied with Webster for the title
"Apple Capital of the World," the village smelled
like applesauce in the fall because of the Smith-
field Pure Food Co. canning plant there. Hamlin's
Duffy Mott plant supports the present economy of
that town. In Fairport, Deland's baking soda, called
"saleratus," was produced. From the remains of ap-
ple pressings Certo and Sure-Jell were developed.



Industry grew more diverse, more dependent on
machines and skilled workers-a condition that pre-
vails to this day. The shoe industry lasted until the
1920's here, based on an innovation that made:mass
production possible.

Jesse W. Hatch arrived by packet boat in 1831.
In 1843, he took the first step toward mass produc-
tion of shoes. Until then, shoes were cut to fit each
foot. Hatch made shoes to be sold in uniform sizes.
In 1852, he invented a way of sewing the upper por-
tion of the shoe to the sole by machine .

The industry was stimulated by lowering costs
and rising demand. By 1898 there were 64 shoe
factories. After the turn of the century, however
companies began to move elsewhere because of
labor problems.

The garment industry followed a similar cycle,
spurred by Jewish tailors skilled in needle trades and
the invention of the sewing machine. In the early
decades of the twentieth century, Italian tailors
were migrating to Rochester.

William Gleason's gear cutting machine mech-
anized a job formerly done by hand and was the
basis of the modern Gleason Works. Caspar Pfaud-
ler started a new industry by fabricating glass-lined
tanks for breweries, and George Taylor found a

Two men are setting out pepper plants at the Joseph Harris Company's Moreton Farm on Buffalo Road in Gates. Harris Seeds has survived since
1879 while many other nurseries and seed companies that flourished after 1850 and into this century are now gone. The county's mild climate and
fertile soil coupled with good transportation facilities made it, at one time, the nation's foremost supplier of bulbs, trees, shrubs as well as flower
and vegetable seeds,
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While one farmer sprays sulphur or oil on the fruit trees, the other guides the
horses. The team in this early twentieth century picture wears blankets and
blinders to protect it from the spray. The scene was a typical one in early spring
in the apple, peach and cherry orchards of the lakeshore towns.



An 1891 view of the middle and lower falls of the Genesee River shortly before Driving Park Bridge was erected. The cofferdam at the
lower falls raised the water level for the flour mills lining the river banks. Their tailraces spill into the gorge. The Great Carthage Bridge,
the first erected here, was the highest single arch bridge in the world when completed in 1819. It collapsed 15 months later, the first of three
built at that site that fell into the river.

ready market for his industrial thermometers. These
latter two companies, combined with Rochester's
Ritter Company, Inc., and the Wilmot Castle Com-
pany, are part of Sybron Corporation today.

In Reynolds Arcade, built on the site of an early
tavern, John]. Bausch and Henry Lomb, German
lens makers, began a partnership in optics. There
also Hiram Sibley put together the telegraph com-
pany combine that became Western Union.

Some ventures begun then had a brief life here.
William Kimball's Peerless Tobacco Works, which
made 140 million cigarettes on automatic machines
in 1883, was absorbed by American Tobacco Com-
pany and moved south. The name "Old Gold" en-
dured. A statue of Mercury graced the plant's tall
chimney until the building was razed in 195 l.

One enduring success has been the company
founded in 1878 by a young bank clerk, George
Eastman. Based on a machine that would make dry
plates uniformly and in quantity, the company
prospered. Eastman soon learned how to make film
in rolls, and following that, an easy-to-operate, light
camera.

He wanted a name for his cameras that was sim-
ple, strong, easy to spell and pronounce. The letter
"k" was a favorite of his, so he coined "Kodak" in
1888. Three years later, the first four buildings in
the rural setting at Kodak Park were completed.
From these modest beginnings, Eastman Kodak

grew into a worldwide company with sales of near-
ly $2.8 billion in 1970, and its products have gone
to the moon!

Modern-day Xerox Corporation started modestly
in Rochester near the turn of the century. As Haloid
Corporation, it served a very narrow and quality-
conscious market until 1960, when the office copier
was introduced. The development of the copier
based on xerography is another case of Rochester
innovativeness,

The gypsum deposit at Garbutt, a hamlet in Wheatland, was
discovered in 1811 as Peter Sheffer excavated for a gristmill.
The gypsum mill did a thriving business between 1840 and
1870. The compound was first used to promote plant growth
and later for its value as a building material.



Food for the Soul

After clearing land and planting crops, the new
settler's immediate concerns were a school for the
education of his children and a church for the salva-
tion of his soul. Dedication to causes such as aboli-
tion, temperance and women's rights came later
with increasing leisure. So did entertainment and
appreciation of the arts.

The first school in the county, built in Pittsford in
1794, drew students from east of the Genesee. Par-
ents even boarded their children in nearby homes
so the children could attend.

There were some provisions for state aid to
schools as early as 1795, but schools free to all stu-
denrs in New York State were not established until
1849. Education after grade school took place in
private academies until then.

Penfield's and Mendon's academy buildings are
now fire halls. Clover Street Seminary in Brighton
and the Riga Academy have become private homes.
An academy building in Rochester is the adminis-
tration building for the city school district, and the
Monroe Academy, founded in Henrietta in 1825, is
now the Henrietta YMCA. Buildings in Parma,
Clarkson and Webster were burned or dismantled.
Union Free School Districts provided high school
education until centralization laws made possible
the 16 large consolidated districts of today plus the
East Rochester and Rochester districts. Brockport,
in 1927, was the first in the county and 34th in the
state to centralize.
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Clarkson's First Congregational Church, completed in 1825,
is the oldest standing rural church building in the county.
Clarkson was a bustling settlement on the ridge until the canal
passed a mile south bringing prosperity to Brockport.

Monroe County's institutions for higher learning
began humbly. The Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology began in 1829 as the Rochester Athenaeum.
It became Mechanics Institute in 1885 with the aid
of industrial benefactors, notably Henry Lomb and
later George Eastman. Roberts Wesleyan College
in North Chili began in 1866 as Chili Seminary.
It was founded by B. T. Roberts, leader of a group
of Free Methodists. This fundamentalist faith origi-
nated in Monroe County. In order to eliminate the
evil influence of a North Chili tavern, it was pur-
chased for a school.

In Brockport, the rapidly expanding college with
about 11,000 students is a leader among the State
University of New York Colleges. It was originally
a Baptist college (1834), then Collegiate Institute
(1842), then a state normal school.

The University of Rochester was founded in
1850 as was the Rochester Theological Seminary,
later Colgate-Rochester Divinity School.

Both the university and the seminary were origi-
nally housed on Main Street West in the United
States Hotel, built on the canal bank in 1826. The
hotel had a variety of tenants before 1850. It was
briefly a manual training school, a girls' school and
a railroad station. The university students boarded
with the janitor and ate in a dining hall basement
until 1861 when the U of R moved to University
Avenue. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote of it: "I
watched over it in the cradle, I am certain that I
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The Chili District #4 schoolhouse, erected in 1848, was a one-room, elementary school attended by descendants of
the first pioneers. Cobblestone architecture was peculiar to this area because only here did the glacier leave such
water-worn stones. Most of the cobblestone buildings were the work of masons who had earlier built the Erie Canal.
This school, at 2517 Scottsville Road, has been open as a museum since 1965.
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Frederick Douglass said of Rochester:
"1 shall always feel more at home
there than anywhere else in the coun-
try." His statue now stands in High-
land Park.

Thomas Warrant had to smuggle his coppersmith's tools out of England
when he emigrated to this country, and he never forgot that oppression.
His home at 1956 West Henrietta Road is well documented as a stop on
the Underground Railroad. Fugitive slaves found the kitchen loft behind
the house always open to them.



The Fox sisters-Leah, Margaretta and Kate-conducted seances in many a
Rochester parlor. Eventually one of them revealed that the rappings, which
were interpreted as responses from the spirit world, were nothing more than
one girl cracking her toe joints.

Susan B. Anthony, shown here in J.&l.~ at 62, was an indomitable woman
who said in her last speech, "Failure is impossible." From her Rochester
home she conducted a relentless campaign for women's suffrage. She is the
only Monroe County resident honored in the Hall of Fame.

shall never follow it to its grave." It is now a recog-
nized center for medicine and optical engineering.

Colgate-Rochester Divinity School has evolved
as an ecumenical leader contributing to the cultural
and spiritual life of the county. Its ecumenism
started with sharing faculty from St. Bernard's
Seminary, which opened in 1893. The school united
with Bexley Hall in 1968 and Crozier in 1970.

In 1960 the County Board of Supervisors author-
ized a community college. Its phenomenal growth,
from the first classes in 1962 using the old East
High School to the present modern campus in
Brighton which opened in 1968, has proved the
need for this educational facility. Handsome new
buildings now house the colleges of St. John Fisher
( 195 1) and Nazareth College (1942) in Pittsford.

The early settlers were as earnest about their
churches as they were about their schools. By 1804,
there were small congregations meeting in houses,
barns and schools throughout the county. The
Northfield Baptist Church (later Penfield Baptist) ,
established in 1804, was the first church.

Mother of Sorrows on Paddy Hill in Greece was
the first Roman Catholic parish to build in a rural
region of New York State. Its first little chapel was
known as "Church in the Wood." Its successor built
in 1859 now serves as a public library.

B'rith Kodish in 1848 became the first estab-
lished Jewish congregation. It first met at the home
of Henry Levi in the neighborhood of the present
main Rochester Post Office.

The religious intensity that sustained pioneers in
the wilderness and led to religious fragmentation
also made early settlers receptive to new or mystical
religious experiences. Revivals flourished. Mormon-
ism was founded nearby and drew many converts,
and groups such as Millerites and Spiritualists were
briefly popular.

Among the followers of Mormonism was Brigh-
am Young, a chair maker from Mendon who as-
sumed leadership of the church after Joseph Smith's
death. Young's house still stands at the northeast
corner of Cheese Factory and Mendon-Ionia Roads
in the Town of Mendon.

While the religion founded by Smith has endured
as the Church of the Latter-Day Saints, the one
based on the teachings of William Miller has not.
Miller calculated that the world would end in 1844,
and began warning of the final trumpet's call in
1831. As his calculated day approached, Miller's
followers gave away their property. On October 24,
1844, they donned their ascension robes and climbed
to the top of Pinnacle Hill, waiting to be gathered
up as the world burst into flames. The following
morning, in their dew-drenched robes, they came
back down from the hilltop.
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Each regiment sought a distinctive uniform during the Civil War, and as a result, the uniforms were anything bur uniform.
In the cameo, Monroe County's Major G. S. Montgomery and Colonel C. Winslow are attired in a modified version of the
much admired costume of the Algerian Zouaves. To the left is Louis Chapin, one of many local youths who lost his life in the
war. The county's toll of war dead and wounded touched almost every family.

The first building on the site of today's State University of
New York College at Brockport began as an academy in 1834.
During the panic of .37, it went bankrupt and stood empty
until 1841 when the townspeople raised $38,000.

Spiritualism has had a more lasting effect. It
started in 1847 when the Fox family moved to
Hydesville in Wayne County. The two sisters, Mar-
garetta 12, and Kate 9, seemed to be the medium
through which strange rappings occurred. Subse-
quently, moving to Rochester, they conducted
many seances aided by a married sister. Skeptics de-
manded that the girls be exposed as frauds. Three
times committees of respected Rochester citizens
met, and three times they failed to discover how the
knockings were made. From the "Rochester rap-
pings" evolved modern spiritualism.

Corinthian Hall, which attracted an overflow
crowd for the demonstrations of the Fox sisters, was
the center of other cultural and intellectual activi-
ties. Jenny Lind sang from its stage on her visit to
Rochester in 1852.

Three causes during the nineteenth and early
twentieth century gathered as dedicated a following
as did the new religions-abolition, temperance and
women's rights. Closely associated with all three
crusades was Susan B. Apthony, a Quaker spinster
and a well-known lecturer. When she died in 1906,
only one of the causes-abolition-was resolved, but
the others were ultimately successful.

Miss Anthony assisted in the organization of the
first state Woman's Temperance Society in 1852.
She founded the magazine The Revolution in 1868.
Along with 14 other women, she was arrested in
1872 for voting in the election. Her conviction was
widely publicized, but she never could appeal the
judge's decision, nor did she pay the $100 fine.

Susan B. Anthony's home at 17 Madison Street,
Rochester, is now a National Historic Landmark
open to the public.

A number of places in Monroe County were used
as Underground Railroad Stations sheltering run-
away slaves on the escape route to Canada. In few
communities in the country was support of anti-
slavery as strong as here. Amy Post of Rochester,
who was active in the Underground, wrote her rec-
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In the summer people flocked to Lake Ontario and Irondequoit Bay. About 1920, gentlemen swam at Ontario Beach beside the
Charlotte pier. The beach and the adjacent amusement park were at the terminus of one of the trolley lines from Rochester. Sea
Breeze, the 50 acres at the end of another trolley line, offered a similar variety of entertainment-dancing, bathing, fishing, pic-
nicking and amusements.
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Skating was a favorite winter pastime, as this charming painting done in 1863 indicates. Several hundred men, women and chil-
dren-by their clothing prosperous Rochesterians-are enjoying themselves on the Genesee River. Irondequoit Bay and the Erie
Canal were also popular places. The canal, although drained in the winter, had sandbags placed to retain water about two feet
deep in the aqueduct. A shelter with a stove was installed for the skater's comfort.



Auto dealers along Ridge Road had their nineteenth century counterparts. At the carriage and blacksmith shop of ]. & F. Fetzner
on Ridge Road West in Greece, his 1877 winter sleighs as well as wagons and carriages are displayed. At the rate a horse trav-
eled, it took nearly a full day to cross from one side of the county to the other, a factor that tended to isolate the individual towns.
The dependence on horses made neighborhood schools and stores necessary.

Advertising cards were popular in the late 1800's. The Co-
operative Foundry and other local foundries made Rochester
the "producing center for improved and reliable stoves and
ranges" after the Civil War. Pomeroy's studio for photography
was founded in 1880.

ollections nearly 20 years later. She estimated that
about 150 escapees passed through the county an-
nually, usually in groups of two or three, but she
once housed a group of 15. They arrived on a Satur-
day night and on Monday morning were taken by
carriage to the steamboat landing in Charlotte,
where a vessel under British flag carried them to
Canada and freedom.

Perhaps one reason for the ardor of the abolition-
ists in Monroe County was the presence of Frederick
Douglass in Rochester. 'Through the influence of
Thomas James, who had been born a slave in New
York State and became a preacher in Rochester,
Douglass became an orator and advocate of aboli-
tion. The Monroe County Anti-Slavery Society
brought Douglass to Rochester in 1847. Here he
established his home and published a weekly jour-
nal called the North Star. Douglass used Rochester
as a base, traveling all over the north delivering
lectures and attending anti-slavery conventions. He
was the chief "conductor" in Rochester.

After the Civil War, Douglass served the nation
as U.S. Marshall, Recorder of Deeds and Minister to
Haiti. When he died in 1894, his body was returned
to Rochester for burial in Mount Hope Cemetery.
His monument in nearby Highland Park honors
this great Negro leader. His phrase "one with God
is a majority" chiseled on its side, continues to in-
spire all men.



Melting snows and spring rains caused the Genesee River to overflow its banks more than once. The completion of the Mount
Morris Dam in 1952 finally eliminated the danger. Downtown Rochester flooded badly in 1865 and again in 1913, when this pic-
ture was taken. The water rose to the top of the Main Street Bridge in the flood of 1865. Water was 20 feet deep in some of the
stores on Main Street, and the damage amounted to millions of dollars, although no lives were lost.

Monroe County responded willingly to President
Abraham lincoln's 1861 call for volunteers to put
down the southern rebellion. Five companies were
mustered into state service within 10 days, including
one composed entirely of German-speaking men. A
few days later, five more companies formed a regi-
ment of 780. The latter lost 65 men almost immedi-
ately at Bull Run. When it returned home in 1863,
465 men were dead, nearly two-thirds of the origi-
nal contingent.

As the war continued during 1862 and 1863, the
streets of Rochester, particularly the courthouse
plaza and the Four Corners, were dotted with tents
for enlistment. As the war dragged on response was
less enthusiastic. The towns and county were offer-
ing bounties for volunteers, and men unwilling to
go paid a substitute to do so. Penfield's records show
the town paid $500 to each of 14 Negro substitutes
recruited in Kentucky and Tennessee.

The conclusion of the war brought new leisure
and new demands for leisure-time activities. Social
organizations arose to replace crumbling neighbor-
hood ties. The large migrations of Irish, Germans,
Canadians, British, and Dutch added mellowing in-
fluences to the austere New England stock. The re-
sult was song fests and music societies; amateur
theatricals; rowing, sailing and baseball clubs; pro-

Cinder bicycle paths, like this one in Scottsville, crisscrossed
the county in 1900 as a result of a local protest meeting. The
county levied a 25¢ tax on bicycles to build the paths after
15,000 cyclistsmet to demand better roads.
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Built in 1848, Corinthian Hall was a focal point for cultural interests in Rochester. It was the most famous amusement place in
Rochester's pre-Civil War days for concerts, lectures and recitals; and during the war, bazaars and fairs were held there in support
of the Union forces. Jenny Lind sang there in 1852 as well as lesser notables such as Mrs. Bostwick (left). The engraving (right)
from a book published in 1851, shows a festival in the hall not too long after it was completed.

fessional societies; religious and charitable organi-
zations. Fraternal organizations showed rebirth and
reorganization after the Anti-Masonic furor that
swept the land in the thirties.

One of the most notable trends of the late 1800's
was the popularity of resort hotels taking advantage
of the lake and bays. On Irondequoit Bay were re-
sorts such as Newport, Bay View, Point Pleasant,
Glen Haven and Birds and Worms, a club of hunt-
ers and fishermen. Beaches along the lakeshore east
of the river included Sea Breeze, Rock Beach and
Summerville. To the west was Ontario Beach at
Charlotte. Hotels at Island Cottage, Crescent Beach,
Grand View Beach and Manitou Beach were popu-
lar vacation spots, Contributing to their popularity
was their accessibility by trolley or excursion boat.

A number of excursion boats plied Irondequoit
Bay-the double-deck side wheeler, the Galusha,
made a la-mile trip around the bay for 25 cents.
Another popular trip after the turn of the century,
when gasoline launches began to appear on the bay,
was to go by rail to Charlotte, by boat to Sea Breeze,
transfer to a launch on the bay and finally return to
Rochester by trolley from Glen Haven.

The bay was also a popular place for ice boating
and skating in the winter. Skaters used the Genesee
River and the Erie Canal aqueduct as well for fes-
tive parties. A la-cent admission charge permitted
skating on the aqueduct until midnight when the
last trolley left.

Before 1888, parks in the city were nothing more
than small squares, surrounded by an iron fence.
Written permission was required to enter. In 1883,
Patrick Barry and George Ellwanger offered Roch-
ester 20 acres of land for a park. Another parcel was
added to the first creating Highland Park, the city's
first large-scale park.

Shortly thereafter, land along the Genesee River
at the ends of the trolley line, which later became
Genesee Valley Park and Seneca Park, was pur-
chased. Rochesterians complained that it was toOfar
from the city to be enjoyed. But people grew more
mobile. Although residents of the county depended
on the horse and carriage, horse-drawn streetcars
and eventually electric streetcars were introduced
for the city's concentrated population. In addition to
the streetcar system and horses, they had bicycles
and eventually, of course, automobiles.

The fad for bicycles started in the 1870's. They
became so popular that in 1893 the turnpike com-
pany operating St. Paul Boulevard from the city line
to the lake established two separate tolls-three
cents for bicycles and five cents for wagons or bug-
gies with five cents for each additional passenger.

Tending to isolate Penfield and Webster was the
deep Irondequoit Valley, cut by the pre-glacial
Genesee River. Charlotte was similarly isolated. A
ferry ran across the Genesee River at Stutson Street
during the summer, but until a bridge was built
there in 1918, it was necessary to cross at Driving
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At the turn of the century, Professor Ball promised to cure "All Horses that do not Drive on the Rein nicely,
and Old Horses that cannot masticate their food." Horse remedies were a necessity when work horses were the
main source of power. In eastern Rochester, about 75 horse-drawn wagons from Irondequoit supplied milk
ladled out of large cans and into the housewife's container before quart bottles were available.

Come
On.1

World War I touched virtually every community in the na-
tion, including those in Monroe County. Some went to fight
the "war to end all wars," while the patriotism of those at
home was spurred by posters.

Park to go from Irondequoit to Charlotte m the
winter when the river was frozen.

As recently as 1895, it took four hours to travel
from Hilton to Rochester. Roads were closed all
winter by snow until World War I. In the early
days, roads were an individual responsibility-a man
had to shovel the drifts in front of his house in win-
ter and was obliged to do road work in lieu of pay-
ing taxes for maintenance.

Essentially, Monroe County, with the exception
of the towns of Irondequoit and Brighton (which
were adjacent to Rochester), was quite rural until
well into this century when the auto and improved
roads made the outer towns accessible. Like other
Western New York cities, Rochester made popula-
tion gains because of industrial jobs and increased
mobility, while surrounding towns showed little
growth. This period lasted until about 1920, when
the automobile began to turn towns into suburbs, In
terms of changing life styles, the automobile had as
revolutionary an effect as the Erie Canal.

The gas-combustion engine, invented in 1877
by George B. Selden, a native of Clarkson, was used
to power the first "horseless carriage." An epidemic
in the 1870's destroyed a major part of the hack, fire
and street railway horses making Selden's invention
a timely one.

Railroads, whose first lines ran only the few miles
to Batavia, proved their superiority over shipping



The automobile altered the nation. Vacationing at Charlotte or Sea Breeze resort hotels was once extremely popular because they were accessible by
trolley. The auto outmoded vacations of that sort and opened the way for excursions to Letchworth, the Adirondacks or Lake Champlain. The pic-
ture, a 1919 family outing showing a well-to-do group Out for a drive, is from the Stone Negative Collection, an amazing pictorial record of life
early in this century taken by Albert and Daniel Stone, father and son photographers for the Rochester Herald.

Rochester's Four Corners, about 1910, looking south on Exchange Street. At that
time, an extensive trolley network brought people downtown from all corners of
the county and as far away as Sodus and Batavia-making it possible to live in
the towns and work in the city.

via canal because railroads could operate through
all seasons. Nationwide mergers and consolidations
left four major lines running into the county at the
turn of the century: New York Central, Lehigh,
Erie, and Baltimore and Ohio.

Despatch, which became the village of East
Rochester, was developed as a planned industrial
suburb of Rochester in 1897. Search for a new site
to make railroad cars led to the purchase of over
1100 acres along the New York Central tracks by
the Vanderbilt Improvement Company. In this first
planned community of Monroe County were adver-
tised "fine business and residence lots on easy pay-
ments," $10 down, $2 per week, with "Pure Water,
Pure Air, Sanitary Sewers, Graded Streets, Side-
walks, and Trees and Parks." It is now the county's
largest village with a population of more than 8,000
lying within two towns, Perinton and Pittsford.



In 1920, the last canal boat passed over the aque-
duct in the center of Rochester. The canal, renamed
the New York State Barge Canal, was modernized
and rerouted out of the center of the city, acknowl-
edging its declining role in the transportation of the
county's goods. The county was to be known more
and more for highly technical items on which trans-
portation was a small portion of the cost. Goods
such as dental chairs from Ritter Company, Inc.,
machines to protect check signers by the Todd Com-
pany and electric car starters made by North East
Electric to replace the hand crank were typical.

Kodak was the county's largest employer, with
7,000 people in 120 buildings at Kodak Park alone
by 1927. Bausch and Lomb was second as a com-
pany, but the fashion industry taken together was
the area's second largest employer. By the Twenties,
the shoe industry was of declining importance. As a
last attempt to salvage themselves, manufacturers
invented baby shoes.

There was also activity on the socio-political
front. In 1928, a city manager system was instituted •
by popular demand. Rochester had never wholly
favored Prohibition, although the city supplied
some of its staunchest advocates. Through the "dry"
Twenties, federal agents frequently raided speak-
easies, hidden stills and clandestine night clubs and
apprehended bootleg deliveries along Ontario's
shores. It was the era of dance halls and the feverish

Susan B. Anthony's causes were not forgotten after she died. In a Memorial Day march to Mount Hope Cemetery, suffragettes
honored Susan B. Anthony at her grave. The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified by the 36th state in August 1920, gave
women the right to vote nearly half a century after Miss Anthony led the movement. Prohibition of liquor, another of her crusades,
also went into effect in 1920, but the 18th Prohibition Amendment was repealed in 1933 by [he 21s[ Amendment.

Forward From the Twenties

Ever since the Erie Canal was completed in 1825,
Monroe County has been linked to the rest of the
nation and the world. The inventions of modern
civilization-railroad, automobile and airplane, tele-
graph, telephone, radio and television-all have tied
us more closely with national currents. They have
also helped to make this an ever more interdepend-
ent metropolitan area.

The decade beginning in 1920 might well be
viewed as the beginning of the region's modern era.
Many institutions and organizations were formed,
and priorities we know today were set during this
period. George Eastman gave money to build the
Chamber of Commerce headquarters, the YMCA,
the Eastman Theater and to establish the renowned
Eastman School of Music. He donated generously
to the University of Rochester, Rochester Institute
of Technology, and established Eastman Dental
Dispensary and the Bureau of Municipal Research-
now the Rochester Center for Governmental and
Community Research. The Twenties saw the forma-
tion of the Industrial Management Council and the
Retail Merchants Association and the conversion of
the World War I War Chest into the Community
Chest-the first in the nation.



The Irondequoit Melon, flavorful and juicy, was named after
the town where it was propagated. Charles Ernisse of 1775
Portland Avenue shows his field of ripe melons in 1924. Note
the windmill used to pump water in the background.

\ ..
In their day, blacksmiths were as necessary as auto repairmen are today. The size-
able business done by this smith in the German farming community in northeast
Penfield is indicated by the rows of horseshoes on the rafters. Also visible are ads
for Prof. F. List's horse and cattle powder and Randall's spavin cure.

excitement of hot jazz and crowds of dancers. Movie
houses were numerous in the city and could be
found in nearly every village.

This post-war decade also brought a significant
change in forms of entertainment-a decline in the
popularity of organized sports, commercial amuse-
ment parks, and nearby lake or bay resorts, coupled
with an increase of individually planned excursions
by automobile. In response, Ellison Park-a gift of
210 acres in 1926-became the first of the. county-
planned recreational parks. The park system now
covers 10,310 acres with ten large parks in opera-
tion and a half dozen more in planning stages. Over
six million visitors a year attest to their value. The
yearly display of lilacs in Highland Park, bridging
nearly a century since Ellwanger and Barry's first
gift, brings worldwide recognition to the Flower
City every May.

The auto changed not only leisure activities, but
also housing and employment trends. Before cars
were common, people lived in the city or large vil-
lages to take advantage of industrial employment
opportunities. By 1929, there were 110,000 cars
registered in the county-an average of one per fam-
ily. That was triple the number of auto registrations
at the beginning of the decade, and the resulting
mobility made commuting from the towns into
Rochester possible.

The era of commercial, industrial and financial
expansion was brought to a close by the stock mar-
ket crash in 1929, although the crash had little im-
mediate impact on Rochester. In fact, local residents
thought they could buck the national trend through
self-help. Initially, expenditures of Community
Chest funds and pledges of jobs buoyed the spirits
of local residents.

By 1932, however, two hard winters had shown
that the county could not pull out of the Depression
alone. local officials looked to state and federal gov-
ernments for programs of assistance. Both the city
and the county went deeply into debt that year to
take care of their jobless-the city spent $5 million
and the county another $3 million.

During this period, more than 150 projects were
undertaken in Monroe County to give work to the
jobless. Among these were the construction of Vet-
eran's Memorial Bridge across the Genesee at Ridge
Road, the construction of Bay Shore Boulevard, and
the improvement of runways at Rochester's airport.

In 1935, nearly one ..fifth of the city's population
received relief assistance. In the towns, subdivision
developments that were started before the crash
stood half finished, their construction abandoned
for lack of money. Things got better slowly.

By 1939, there had been an encouraging upturn
of business here. Then the declaration of war in
Europe, September 1, 1939, dispelled what traces



remained of the Great Depression. While many
citizens pleaded for neutrality, Monroe County's
industries responded to the war orders. The ethnic
communities of Rochester followed each of Hitler's
invasions with appeals of money and clothing for
each new wave of refugees.

When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, even those who had advocated
neutrality agreed the country had no recourse but
war. Throughout 1942 and into 1943, the com-
munity began to gear for war-factories began to
convert for wartime production, draft boards regis-
tered all eligible men, the Red Cross stepped up first
aid courses. Officials prepared for local defense.

Monroe County responded generously to drives
for blood, overcoats, tin, razor blades, aluminum
and rubber. In one scrap metal drive in 1942, some
27,300 tons of metal were collected-an average of
123 pounds for each person in the county. By De-
cember 1942, there were 18,000 men from the
county under arms, and within a year the number
increased to 30,000.

Those at home crowded to the city for war work.
Gasoline and tire rationing made transportation
from the suburbs difficult, contributing to the hous-
ing shortage within the city. The excellence of
Rochester's industrial firms was confirmed by the

Exhilaration and rejoicing marked the end of World War I
in 1919. The downtown Rochesrer streets were filled with the
largest crowds ever for the victory celebrarion. After the war,
Rochester's economy made great forward strides.
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The J. Baetzel Brewery, once locared at Clinton Avenue North, is one of a number of local breweries that disappeared from the
scene as improved transportation made national and regional brands possible. For rhis formal picture, a child is holding the
mallet to tap the keg while the employees pose stiffly. The Pfaudler division of Sybron Corporation started in 1884 with the in-
vention of a vacuum fermentation process for beer and a method for lining steel tanks with glass.



defense orders they were awarded and the many "E"
flags that flew over their factories. Thirty-eight local
firms received at least one Army-Navy Award.
On V-J Day, August 15, 1945, 100,000 people
thronged the streets of downtown Rochester to cele-
brate victory over Japan. Similar celebrations were
held in every village and hamlet.

After the close of W odd War II, the county be-
gan to blossom again. It had changed to a county
manager form of government in 1936. In its more
active role, the county government assumed control
of the airport, built a new terminal, and increasingly
found itself working hand-in-hand with the city on
projects to benefit all the people. These projects in-
cluded development of the Genesee River harbor,
construction of the Civic Center and planning for
new expressways.

While county auto registrations rose following
the war, the number of bus passengers began a
decade-long slide. The population accelerated its
shift to the suburbs, revitalizing the towns. The
new, greater tax base and influx of community-ori-
ented citizens strengthened the towns and hastened
a more metropolitan outlook.

In the Fifties, shopping centers grew up to com-
pete not only with the crossroad stores but also with
Rochester business. It didn't take long for down-
town merchants to follow their customers. Com-
panies, eager for room to expand, began to look for
sites outside the city. Gates created an industrial
park at convenient transportation points. Others
followed suit. Graflex moved to Pittsford in 1955,
Strasenburgh to Henrietta in 1957 and Xerox
moved into its first Webster building in 1958.

There were two other somewhat divergent in-
dustrial trends after the war: the establishment of
new companies and the takeover of local companies

by large national concerns. In 1929, General Mo-
tors had bought North East Electric, which became
its Rochester Products Division. After the war and
until the present, acquisitions and mergers have
offered an influx of capital for many industrial and
financial concerns.

Defender Photo Supply was purchased by Du
Pont; Graflex by General Precision and then Sing-
er; Strasenburgh by Wallace and Tiernan; Strom-
berg-Carlson by General Dynamics; Todd Com-
pany by Burroughs. Marine Midland, Lincoln
Rochester, Security Trust, Central Trust-all have
established ties with out-of-town banks.

Many of the trends that will shape Monroe Coun-
ty's next 150 years are already exerting their force.
The extremely productive land continues to yield
high value crops, but it is subject to encroachment
by suburbs. A fine educational system, from grade
school to graduate levels, and broad cultural offer-
ings will serve a growing and increasingly sophisti-
cated population. Excellent health care facilities,
abundant park land and a strong industrial base will
strengthen the community and drive it forward.

On the other hand, the area, like the rest of the
country, faces problems that were unvocalized only
half a century ago. There are specific concerns that
demand a forthright response-problems such as in-
creasing crime rates and drug abuse; overcrowding
and pollution; traffic congestion; equal opportuni-
ties in education, employment and housing; care of
the aged, sick and needy; escalating costs and
changing moral standards.

Other problems are more elusive, perhaps harder
to solve, but they will as surely affect the future,
Bridging the divisions within our society-the young
against the old, the haves against the have-nots, the
minority groups against the whites-will take co-

"Crack the Whip" on the ice at Genesee Valley Park in the mid-Twenties.



These new houses in Webster are typical of towns surrounding Rochester where, since the 1950's, an influx of new families has
added vitality and strengthened the tax base.

Hamlin Beach State Park offers swimming, camping, picnicking and other recreational facilities on the Lake Ontario shore. The
state park was established on land formerly owned by the county. In 1933, Monroe Counry traded the land in Hamlin for land
held by the state in Webster. The latter became Webster Park, with beautiful rolling slopes, cool green valleys and a natural
sand beach.



operative action at federal, state and local levels and
among government, religious institutions and vol-
untary organizations. Solutions will profoundly in-
fluence the life style of the future, nationally as well
as locally. Increased general wealth and leisure will
also create fresh challenges to today's way of living.

Projects are already under way that presage ways
that future generations may meet these new prob-
lems within the framework of established trends.
There are more than a half dozen urban renewal
and rehabilitation projects under way within the
county. These are designed to encourage suburban-
ites to reside in Rochester as well as to provide ade-
quate housing for inner-city residents now inhabit-
ing sub-standard dwellings.

Other projects will make large plots of land
available to industry so the city can compete with
the suburbs. The recent growth of new downtown
hotels and offices, starting more than a decade ago
with Midtown Plaza, testifies to the vitality of the
center city. It will continue to have a most impor-
tant role to play in local life.

In the field of transportation, a practical rapid
transit system would add to the region's cohesive-
ness. Better land use through more farsighted zon-
ing, planned communities, agricultural and drain-
age districts, more large parks and imaginative land
use-such as greenbelts along rights of way, the
canal and creek beds-are being considered. The
county Pure Waters program is well on its way to
restoring area waterways to their former purity.
And before long, pollurion abatement programs in
cooperation with local industry will hopefully open
Lake Ontario beaches again and freshen the air.

Wise resource management -vill be one of the
prime concerns in the future. County, city, town
and village governments can be expected to work
even more cooperatively. An interdependent metro-
politan complex that could not have been imag-
ined just two lifetimes ago has already been cre-
ated within the confines of Monroe County.

Monroe COUIlty residents can be justifiably proud
in this Sesquicentennial year of the people who ex-
pended vision, hard work and innovation to build
the life enjoyed today. Ahead, there will be chal-
lenges of a differem nature. Yet, in their way, they
will be no more d.i.flicult to conquer than to have
built that first bridge across the Genesee, to have
cleared a virgin forest for planting or to have sur-
vived the first desperate "inters on the frontier.

Because that pioneering spirit lives on, it brings
a promise of a fuller, more productive life for all.

The changing face of downtown Rochester is apparent in this
view that catches the Genesee River and Court Street Bridge,
the abandoned Lehigh Valley Railroad station and the modern
shaft of Xerox Square.

The Rochester Gas and Electric Company's operations center
is located along Henrietta's Jefferson Road along with other
industrial concerns including Roehlen Engraving, ltek, Xerox,
Schlegel's, Strasenburgh Pharmaceutical and the Genesee Val-
ley Regional Market. The stretch of road is known as the
"Miracle Mile."



1. Indian Hill, where Indians camped when whites
entered the region; 287 Dewey Rd.

2. (1843-1895) Churchville graded school used
this cobblestone building; 22 W. Buffalo St.,
Churchville.

3. Frances E. Willard, great Temperance leader,
born here, Sept. 28, 1839; in building wall,
24 S. Main St., Churchville.

4. B. T. Roberts founded Chili Seminary 1866;
4291 Buffalo Rd.

5. Harris Seed Farm, founded by Joseph Harris
1879; 3670 Buffalo Rd.

6. Town of Gates, named in 1813, last remnant
of Old Town of Northampton; 1548 Buffalo
Rd.

7. Warrant Homestead, settled 1819, an under-
ground railroad station; 1956 W. Henrietta Rd.

8. Rapids Cemetery, named for Genesee Rapids
near Castletown settlement of 1804; 82 Con-
gress Ave.

9. Highland Park, Rochester's first park, a gift of
Ellwanger and Barry in 1883; Highland Park.

10. Indian town. Algonkin bark cabins and tilled
fields covered 9 acres; River Blvd., near Elm-
wood Ave.

11. Nursery office of Ellwanger and Barry, 1855.
They made Rochester the Flower City; 668 Mt.
Hope Ave.

12. Camp Hillhouse. This county fairground site
was Civil War recruiting station; 255 Critten-
den Blvd.

13. Clara Barton founded Chapter No.2, American
Red Cross 1881; 1895 Mt. Hope Ave.

14. Brighton Village. Hub of stage and canal activi-
ty in early 1800's. Annexed 1905; 1775 East
Ave.

15. Denonville train return route 1687; Clover St.
S. of Monroe Ave.

16. Portage route, beginning of Ohio Trail to
Mississippi Valley; Blossom & Landing Rd. on
boulder.

17. Seminary founded 1845 by Celesria Bloss, au-
thor; 1550 Clover St.

18. Denonville, with army of 3,000 crossed these
grounds July 1687; Oak Hill Country Club.

19. Irondequoit, site of large Algonkin town: Sene-
cas lingered here until 1845; 1800 Blossom Rd.

20. The falls of Irondequoit Creek powered many
mills, dropped 90 ft. over one mile; 2160
Washington Rd.

21. Penfield-1810, named for Daniel Penfield,
original proprietor; 1821 Penfield Rd.

24. Seymour and Morgan built first 100 reapers for
Cyrus McCormick 1846; Market & Park St.,
Brockport.

25. Brockport Central, 1927, first coun ry central
school district; Allen St., Brockport.

26. Site of Alexander Milliner home. Drummer
boy in George Washington's bodyguard; Canal
& Adams Basin Rds.

27. Birthplace of John T. Trowbridge, poet, author
(1827-1916); 2726 Nichols St., Spencerport.

28. Old Ridge Rd., glacier-molded Indian and pio-
neer trail. Town of Greece 1822; 2505 Ridge
Rd.W.

29. Casconchiagon. Senecas occupied Indian village
at the falls until 1819; Maplewood Ave., N.
of Driving Park Ave.

30. Site of Indian fort built by early Algonkins,
West bank of Genesee River, E. of N. end of
River St.

31. Lewis Henry Morgan's home (1855-1881),
author; Inner Loop & S. Fitzhugh Sts.

32. Stone Street. Enos Stone, first permanent settler
E. of the Genesee River 1810; Stone & Broad
Sts,

33. Pioneer school. First schoolhouse in Rochester
built ISl3; 13 S. Fitzhugh St.

34. Jonathan Child, Rochester's first mayor, built
this house 1838; 37 S. Washington St.

35. 1827-high school renamed Rochester Collegiate
Institute. Chester Dewey, principal; Midtown
Plaza.

36. Susan B. Anthony, outstanding women's rights
leader, lived here (1866-1906); 17 Madison
St.

37. St. Mary's Hospital, opened IS57 by Sisters of
Charity; 89 Genesee St.

38. Ely House-1837-designed for Hervey Ely in
Greek Temple style; 11 Livingston Pk.

39. 1835-home of Benjamin Campbell, merchant-
miller; 123 S. Fitzhugh St.

22. School District No.9, formed 1822 in towns
of Perinton & Pittsford; 107 N. Washington
St., E. Rochester.

23. Abner Wight home, built 1794; first white
child to survive born here; 234 S. Main St.,
Fairport.

45. Birthplace, 1820-Lewis Swift, a widely known
astronomer; 8265 Ridge Rd. W.

46. Henry R. Selden house, Lieutenant Governor
and Judge (1805-1885); 8402 Ridge Rd.

47. Houston Tavern, popular stagecoach stop built
circa 1825; 7089 Ridge Rd. W.

48. Philip Boss, later a popular portrait painter,
lived here (1820-1830); 8412 Ridge Rd.

49. Simeon B. Jewett home, political leader, jurist,
U.S. Marshal (1801-1869); 3779 Lake Rd.

50. Mary Jane Holmes, author of 40 novels, lived
on this site (1828-1907); 25 College St.,
Brockport.

51. Site of Baptist College 1834, became State Nor-
mal School 1866; College Sr., Brockport.

52. Bezaleel Atchinson and family came here in
1796, first settlers in Parma; Hill Rd., S. of
Burritt Rd.

53. Oldest Methodist Church west of the Genesee.
First sermon 1804, building 1830; Parma Cen-
ter Rd.

54. Genesee militiamen blocked British fle~t land-
ing May 14, 1814; Ontario Beach Pk.

55. Charlotte Cemetery. Sam Patch and veterans of
several wars rest here; 22 River St.

56. King's Landing Cemetery, Rochester's oldest
graveyard; 1900 Lake Ave.

57, Hosea Rogers (1812-1904) pioneer and lake
captain built this home 1852; 2689 St. Paul
Blvd.

40. Indian Spring supplied water to Rochester's first
settler until 1822; Spring St. at Washington
St. S.

41. Built in 1839, home of newspaperman Isaac
Butts (1816-1874); 1571 Ridge Rd. E.

42. Swayne's Corners, Town of Irondequoit or-
ganized here April 2, IS39; 2100 Ridge Rd. E.

79. First library in Genesee Country at Ezra Patter-
son farm (1803-1808); 92 Pittsford-Mendon
Center Rd.

80. First house in village erected by Israel Stone
1789; 38 State St., Pittsford.

81. Village, founded August 1789 by Simon and
Israel Stone; Main St., at Monroe Ave., Pitts-
ford.

82. Cartersville, Erie Canal shipping port; towpath
horses changed here; East St. at Jefferson Rd.

83. Seneca Trail. Denonville feared ambush at this
narrow, wooded crossing 1687; 437 Jefferson
Rd.

84. Staples Inn, first stop west of Palmyra on Gene-
see Turnpike 1820; 7056 Pittsford-Palmyra
Rd.

91. Rawson Harmon II founded agricultural school,
IS46. Grew prize-winning wheat; 2100 North
Rd.

92. Site of first Quaker meeting house in Wheat-
land 1827; 32 Burrell Rd.

93. Burial site. Quaker cemetery bought 1833 from
Darius Shadbolt; Burrell Rd., near Bowerman
Rd.

94. Site of early school. Quakers met here (1824-
1827); 34 Burrell Rd.

95. Quaker meeting house, erected 1834 used by
Orthodox Quakers until 1854, then Hicksites
(IS54-1873); Quaker Rd.

96. Canal Sr., road to Genesee Valley Canal land-
ing; canal used (1840-1878); 6 Rochester St.,
Scottsville.

97. Northampton organized here 1797; 41 Main
St., Scottsville.

98. Meeting house erected 1854 by Orthodox
Quakers at Peter Sheffer farm. Used 30 years;
South Rd., between River and Bowerman
Roads.

99. Isaac Scott, Scottsville's first settler in 1791,
buried here; Scottsville-Mumford Rd., at
cemetery.

100. Feeder gates, lock, dam and tollhouse of Gene-
see Valley Canal 100 ft. east; River Rd. at
Route 383.

101. By river was first house west of Genesee, be-
longing to "Indian" Allen 1786; Scottsville-
W. Henrietta Rd.

IOS. In Honeoye Valley, three Indian tribes hunted,
fished and tilled soil; E. River Rd., at Rush.
West Rush Rd.

109. Site of a settlement of Tuscaroras, 6th nation
of the Iroquois League; County Line, Rush-
West Rush Rds.

110. Baptist colony, 1804. Sixteen families from
Connecticut settled here; 941 Rush-West Rush
Rd.

I

68. Riga Academy, school for boarding and day
pupils formed 1846; Riga-Mumford & Riga
Center Rds.

69. Early church. First Congregational Church of
Riga, society began 1806; Riga Center &
Churchville Rds.

70. Hotel Creek. In a surveyor's cabin, 28 settlers
spent winter of 1806; Chili-Riga Center Rd.,
E. of Riga Center.

71. Old tavern of 1808, first frame house and first
post office in Riga; Riga Center & Riga-Mum-
ford Rds.

72. Harmon Mill, established 1834; Village Sq.,
Clifton.

73. Joseph Morgan, Revolutionary War Captain
and Chili's first settler, 1792; Scottsville Rd.,
1 mile S. of Morgan Rd.

74. Monroe Academy, erected in 1826, among West-
ern New York's earliest high schools; 3044 E.
Henrietta Rd.

75. Antoinette Blackwell, first woman ordained in
U.S., born in log house here IS25; 1099 Pin-
nacle Rd.

76. Spring House, 1822. Resort hotel near sulphur
springs for canal and turnpike travelers; 3001
Monroe Ave.

77. Seneca Trail. Seneca lodges here welcomed
friendly Indians; Pittsford-Bushnell's Basin
Rd., 2 miles E. of Pittsford.

78. On this spot srood county's first schoolhouse,
erected 1794; 190 Pittsford-Mendon Rd.

~------------------------------------------------------------~~~



61. Jonathan Underwood settled here 1805. First
Baptist Church erected 1830; 286 South Ave.,
Hilton.

62. Long Pond site, an Iroquois camp about 1400
A.D. according to 1912 excavations; 28 Kuhn
Rd.

63. Old Trolley Route linked city with lakeside
resorts in Greece (1891-192 5); 2000 Edge-
mere Dr.

64. Mill site. Caleb Lyon, pioneer, built the first
sawmill near here 1806; 1420 Lake Rd.

111. Site of mill 1791, built by Zebulon Norton,
first pioneer in Honeoye Falls; S. Main Sr.,
Honeoye Falls.

112. Mendon Academy, incorporated 1836, owned
by Mendon School District (1839-1950);
Mendon-Pittsford Rd., Mendon.

113. Brigham Young lived in this house when he
joined the Mormons in 1832; Cheese-Factory
& Ionia-Mendon' Rds.

65. Hamlin No. 14, county's last school district to
operate a one-room school; Lake Rd. at Ham-
lin Rd.

66. Town of Hamlin, 1853, originally Union; re-
named for Vice President Hamlin 1861; Lake
Rd., S of Route 18.

67. Surveyed 1796 by Joseph Colt and named
Braddocks Bay Township; Curtis Rd. near
Manitou Rd.

-
65.-------'
66.

Hamlin

i
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58. Fort Des Sables, a French post built near here

for trade with Senecas 171 7; Culver Rd. at
Sea Breeze.

59. Denonville left 400 men to build a forr here
while he sought out Senecas 1687; 266 Lake
Rd., Webster.

60. Holt homestead of 1812 pioneer family. Dr.
1. E. Holt, pediatrician born here 1855; 767
Holt Rd. ,

Clarkson

45. 46. 47. 48: 49.

I 50. 51. I
/ /

I
43. City of Tyron, first white settlement W. of

Canandaigua 1797; 200 Landing Rd. N.
44. Camp site-1687, Denonville's army camped

here on their way to arrack Senecas; 1891 Clark
Rd.

85. Fullam's Basin, early rival of Fairport named
for Elisha Fullam; 185 W. Church St., Fair-
port.

86. Glover Perrin built Perinton's first log cabin
1790; 723 Ayrault Rd.

87. Richardson Tavern, beside old 'Erie towpath
near Great Embankment; 1474 Marsh Rd.,
Bushnell's Basin.

88. LaSalle Rd., French army route to Victor where
Seneca town was destroyed 1687; Pittsford-
Victor Rd., E. of Bushnell's Basin.

89. De Land Chemical Co., site of saleratus works
established 1852; 4 N. Main St., Fairport.

90. Hannan Homestead, occupied since 1810 by
Hannan family; 6653 Pittsford-Palmyra Rd.

/ / Brockport

24. 25.

26..

Sweden O;:r,;:

l
I

/ I 2. 3·1

I I
Churchville

68. -.",....
69.

70.

102. Cox Ferry, operated by Joseph Cox (1820-
1830); replaced by covered bridge; Scottsville-
Rush Rd. & Wheadand-Rush Rd.

103. Carriage Shop, built 1830's for ox and horse
shoeing, wagon and carriage making; 5375 W.
Henrietta Rd.

104. Totiakron, 1687 French claimed the country
after defeating the Senecas; Plains Rd.

105. Totiakton, Seneca town of 120 cabins destroyed
by Denonville 1687; Plains Rd.

106. War site where Denonville's army camped July
23, 1687; Mendon Ponds Park, N. of Pond
Rd.

107. Camp and fishing site of primitive Algonkins
ages ago before the Iroquois; Mendon Ponds
Park, Canfield Rd.

I

9L

114. Denonville trail return route 1687; Marsh Rd.,
N. of Thruway; Marsh Rd. at Irondequoit
Creek; Bay Rd. S. of Lake Rd.; Bay Rd. at
Webster Town Line; Creek St. at Embury
Rd.; Five Mile Line Rd., S. of Whalen Rd.;
Linden Rd. at Irondequoit Creek.

Some markers placed by State or County have been destroyed.
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Monroe County Historical Markers

62. Lake Ontario

52.

Parma

53. 57.

28.

32. 33. 44.

34. 36. 37. Penfield
38. 39. 40. Rochester

8. 14.

11.

Greece

Spencerport

Gates

5. 6.

4.

72.

Chili
74.

Henrietta
79.

75.
Pittsford

Wheatland

92. 93.
94. 95.

Scottsville

96. 97.

106.
107.

105.
Mendon98.

99.

112.

113.

Rush
Honeoye Falls

111.

60.

Webster

Perinton

90.

84.

114.



!G

Monroe County Legislature, 1971

Gordon B. Anderson
* R. Graham Annett
Robert E. Cappon
Jeremiah F. Clifford
Joseph R. Esposito
Joseph N. Ferrari
Edwin A. Foster
Ronald]. Good
Gerald Jed Hanna
John R. Hoff

"William C. Kelly
Harold L. Knauf
Fredrick W. Lapple
Edward B. Mogenhan
Lucien A. Morin
Walter A. Muench
Arthur]. Muoio

,.Samuel Poppick
* Dorothy M. Riley
John]. Romano
Nicholas R. Santoro
Robert H. Scheer schmidt
Richard F. Scherberger
Gary E. Smith

*William D. Smith
Peter]. VanderTang
Anna Mae Watson
Charles W. Westfall
Henry W. Williams, Jr.

Joseph N. Ferrari, President
Gordon A. Howe, County Manager
Francis E. Drake, jr., Honorary Sesquicentennial Chairman
William C. Kelly, Sesquicentennial Chait'man
George K. Lusk, County Historian

*Member, Monroe County Sesquicentennial Steering Committee

Published by the County of Monroe, New York, 1971
Sesquicentennial Headquarters
County Office Building, Room B-13
39 Main Street West, Rochester, N.Y. 14614

~2l




