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PREFACE
The story of a religious community, even when
it covers a period of three hundred years, forms but
a very small part of the history of the world or of
the Church. But when that story has been touched
and colored by some of the great movements of history in Europe and America, and when, for almost a
century, that community has been a part of a great
diocesan educational system, it seems fitting, ,during
this tercentenary year, that some part of the story
should be told.
Choosing for himself the episcopal insignia of
the sainted Bishop of the ancient See of Rochester,
England- Salus animarum lex suprema- Bishop
McQuaid, the first Bishop of Rochester, New
York, said, "The shortest way to the salvation of
souls is the Christian education of the children."
To this great work of Christian education he set his
hand. How he accomplished what he purposed is a
matter of history. In that history, the Congregation
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph has had a part. That
those of the present generation may know something
of the early beginnings and the later development
of this teaching community in the Diocese of
Rochester, this account has been written. Only the
larger events are recorded and the names of but a
few Sisters are mentioned. There are hundreds of
others, living and dead, whose lives and deeds
escape mere human praise.
v
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The archives of the Motherhouse have furnished
much of the material used in these pages. The
sources include: the original annals in the handwriting of Sister Berchmans Frison; the typewritten
manuscript of Sister Teresina Hayes; the letters and
conferences of Bishop McQuaid; a Memoir of
Bishop McQuaid, written for the community by
Katherine Conway ; letters of Mother Agnes and
others; many press records. Several members of the
community have also furnished valuable and interesting recollections.

CONTENTS
Pagl

1

LE PUY

.............................

1

''A city that has always prayed"
2

LYONS

....... ... ...... ..............

17

''City of Mary"
3 CARONDELET ....... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
''Log cradle in a New World"

25

4

31

CANANDAIGUA . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .

''The Chosen Spot''
5 ROCHESTER........ ... ...... . ...... ...
''Whose name is hallowed by a martyr's
blood"

43

149

APPENDICES

I

Letter of the Reverend John Peter
Medaille to the first Sisters of Saint
Joseph

II

Missions of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
of Rochester

BIBLIOGRAPHY . .... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

159

TERCENTENARY PROGRAM

161

VII

CHAPTER

I

Le Puy

"A city that has
always prayed"
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I

T WAS the Feast of Saint Teresa, October 15,
1650, in Le Puy, the ancient capital of Velay in
France. Bishop Henry de Maupas had assembled a
little community of women in the orphan asylum of
his Episcopal See. After months of prayer and religious training, they were to exchange their secular
dress for the black habit and veil of a new Institute
of religious women. As he gave to each a brassbound crucifix, the Bishop said, "Receive, my child,
the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Wear it openly
on your breast; bear it bravely; carry it down the
ways of pain, into homes of fever, into the warrens
of the poor; bear it to far-off lands. Especially endeavor to carry it faithfully in your heart." The
dream of the great Saint Francis de Sales had been
realized in the founding of the Congregation of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph. .
When he founded the Order of the Visitation in
1612, Saint Francis de Sales had intended it to be a
congregation of women who, while fulfilling the
duties of a religious life, would at the same time
labor "to promote the temporal and spiritual welfare of the dear neighbor." Five years later he was
obliged, at the insistence of the Archbishop of Lyons,
to modify his plan, since the cloister was still considered a necessary safeguard for the religious life.
The Visitation became an enclosed Order. As Saint
Francis himself said, he had done what he did not
wish to do and that which he had willed to do was
3
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left to his ardent admirer and biographer, Bishop
de Maupas, who, with the Reverend John Peter
Medaille, S. J., was to found a "congregation wherein charity alone and the loving fear of God should
serve as an enclosure."
Monseigneur de Maupas was eminently fitted to
stand sponsor for the cherished ideal of the Bishop
of Geneva. He belonged through his mother to the
illustrious family of de Gondi, whose children were
educated and trained to the spiritual life by the great
Saint Vincent de Paul; consequently, he had from his
youth frequent intercourse with that glorious Apostle
of Charity. Under such influence, it is not surprising
that the young Count de Maupas should have conformed his life to the practice of every virtue. He
generously renounced the advantages which his birth
and the favor of the king, Henry IV of France,
whose godson he was, might have secured for him
in a worldly career, and dedicated his life to the
service of God in the priesthood. In 1644, he was
named Bishop of Le Puy in V elay and for seventeen
years he was the guiding spirit of the Church in that
diocese. Like Saint Francis, whose virtues he endeavored to practice, he was distinguished among
the prelates of his day for his piety and apostolic
zeal.
In 1649, the Reverend John Peter Medaille, S. J.,
preached the Lenten sermons in the Diocese of Le
Puy. He told the holy Bishop that in his many journeys as a preacher he had met young women anxious ·
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to devote themselves in a special manner to prayer,
to the sanctification of their souls, and to works of
charity for their neighbor. He had directed sodalities of both men and women whose aims were not
unlike those of the great lay apostolate of our own
day. They visited the sick, instructed the children
and aided the poor. The good work of these sodalities, however, was necessarily impeded and restricted
by the position, the conflicting duties, and the home
ties of their members. These societies lacked the element of stability necessary to perpetuate such a great
work, and he resolved to secure this permanence
through the establishment of a new religious order
of women who would devote themselves unreservedly to the active works of charity.
At this time Bishop de Maupas was writing a
biography of Saint Francis de Sales. As he listened
to the plans of the zealous priest, he seemed to hear,
not the voice of Father Medaille, but the low, persuasive tones of the gentle Saint who, almost a half
century before, had pleaded for_a congregation that
would "unite the duties of Martha and Mary:
the exterior works of charity with the repose of
contemplation."
The following year, with the approval and encouragement of the Bishop, Father Medaille assembled his spiritual daughters in the home of a pious
widow, Madame de Joux, whose gracious hospitality
made of the dwelling the cradle of the new Institute.
There, under the guidance of the saintly Jesuit, the

6
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young aspirants prepared for entrance into the religious life. Bishop de Maupas gave them the habit
on October 15, 1650, and entrusted the orphan
asylum of Le Puy to their care. Of the six who received the habit at this time and thus formed the
nucleus of the new Congregation, three were from
the Bishop's own Diocese of Le Puy: Fran~oise
Eyraud, Anna Vey, and Anna Brun. Clauda Chaste!
was from the Diocese of Mende; Marguerite Burdier
and Anna Chaleyer from the Archdiocese of Lyons.
Of this ancient city and the historic shrine of
Our Lady, H. M. Gillett in a recent book, Famous
Shrines of Our Lady, has written the following
description:
Le Puy, a city of some twenty thousand inhabitants, is the chief town of the department
of Haute-Loire, and one of the most historic
and astonishing places in the South of France.
Center of ancient, Gallic Velay, it is remarkable
for its unspoiled medieval atmosphere and its
amazing geographical position. The old town
clings to a gigantic lump of volcanic rock which
juts out abruptly, like the hub of a huge wheel,
in the center of the verdant, prosperous plain
which surrounds it. This green belt is encircled
in the distance by a grim horizon of weirdshaped mountains.
This rocky hub is crowned with the colossal
statue, fifty-five feet tall, of Our Lady of France,
which reigns like an apparition over all the ad-
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jacent countryside. Within its shadow is the
grand old cathedral, inside its own rugged citadel, rising triumphant over the surrounding
clutter of red roofs and steep, tortuous alleyways .
. . . By the sixth century, Le Puy was attracting large crowds of pilgrims from a wide
area, so that it was necessary to establish a hospice in the city, that still exists. Twice, the allpowerful Charlemagne joined them, once before he set out for Rome for his coronation;
again, on his return, wearing the Imperial
Crown given him by Pope Leo III. At his command Le Puy was exempted from the tax called
Peter's Pence and, by a singular coincidence,
Lourdes and its castle were made fief to Our
Ladyof Puy.... In a Bull of 1051, Pope Leo IX
was able to declare that at Le Puy Our Lady
received a greater degree of veneration from
the French people than at any other sanctuary.
Nor is there, outside Italy, a shrine visited
by a greater number of Popes. No less than
seven have made the arduous journey; and a
number of prelates later raised to the See of
Peter. Likewise eighteen Kings of France in
twenty-five recorded pilgrimages have journeyed
thither, and saints innumerable- not least St.
Dominic, faced with the huge task of reconverting the Albigensian heretics, St. Louis of
France, St. Vincent Ferrer, St. Anthony of
Padua, St. Hugh, St. Peter the Venerable, St.
Francis Regis, St. Benedict-Joseph Labre.

8
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When Pope Urban II went to Clermont to
preach the Crusade, it was from Le Puy, on the
Feast of the Assumption, that he dated the Bull
addressed to the Princes of Europe, and it was
the Bishop of Le Puy, Adhemar, who was his
delegate on the Crusade.... St. Joan of Arc,
unable to make the pilgrimage herself, sent her
mother, Isabelle Romee (1429), to represent
her at the Grand Pardon of Le Puy. One day
in 1254, a very illustrious pilgrim climbed the
Holy Mount- St. Louis of France ....
For a thousand years, Le Puy represented for
France what Lourdes, once its fief, does today;
and still Mont Anis must be regarded as one of
the major sanctuaries of Our Lady at the present time.
The cathedral is still center of the devotion.
Our Lady is enthroned above the high altar, directly beneath the central, Romanesque dome .
. . . The primitive sanctuary was designed by a
Roman. Its present successor, the second church
only to be built on the site in thirteen hundred
years, was influenced largely by Constantinople.
Subsequent additions were made under the influence of the Crusades, and inspired by Jerusalem and the Holy Places.
The nave, which consists of a series of
cupolas, raised on massive, Romanesque arches,
was copied from Byzantine basilicas by men
more skilled in "Norman" craftsmanship. The
very arches, just not quite "round," offer the
suggestion of an oriental mosque. The carved
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capitals are equal to any in France. The porches
recall one instantly to Nazareth and the Holy
Sepulchre.... The mighty flight of stairs from
the town below leads straight up to the Stone
of Fevers, the ancient Druid altar, now in the
narthex, and thence directly into the transepts
and the shrine itself.
Of the adjacent and unique sanctuary of St.
Michael, perched half a mile away upon another
shaft of rock, this is no place to speak. One
cannot, however, pass by another Maria! feature so closely allied to the main sanctuary,
which towers halfway between the two ... the
statue of Our Lady of France. It was a magnificent idea to raise here a votive offering from
the French nation close by the shrine more
closely identified with national history than
any other.
To realize the project, Napoleon III gave
213 cannon taken from Russia at Sebastopol.
With the metal from these a colossal figure of
Our Lady was cast which was set on the Rocher
Corneille, 2,484 feet above sea level. The actual
figure is fifty-five feet tall. Our Lady, crowned
with the stars, standing on a globe, crushes the
serpent beneath her feet and exalts her Divine
Son, who extends His blessing upon all below.
For the rest, it is impossible ... to write adequately of the wealth of treasures here in this
stronghold of Maria! devotion. The Baptistery of St. John, the Bell Tower, the Cloisters -without equal in Europe- the Chapel
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of Penitents, the Churches of St. Lawrence and
St. Francis Regis, the Convents of Poor Clares
and Carmelites, the College, the ancient Hospital, thirteen hundred years old, the Crozatier
Museum, the fountains, gates, and city walls,
the Rocher Saint-Michel, third most famous
shrine of the Archangel in the world; all these
are features, that, were they but in Venice or
Florence, would be the rage of every art-loving
Englishman. As it is they are hidden and, for
many, hardly known. Truly Le Puy is worthy
of recognition and a pilgrimage by all who love
to give their devotion to Our Blessed Lady.
Than Le Puy, there can be few shrines more
historic.
No wonder it has been said that "it is a city that
has always prayed."
It was in this holy place that the rules of the
Congregation were drawn up, based upon those first
written by Saint Francis de Sales for the Visitation.
The revisions and practical details added by Father
Medaille were almost entirely according to the Rule
of Saint Ignatius. The Rule of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph leads its members to a triple end: to the
sanctification of their own souls by prayer and union
with God, to the apostolate by teaching, and to
charity by external works for the neighbor. The
original manuscript of the Rule in the handwriting
of Father Medaille is still preserved with religious
veneration in the convent of Le Puy.
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In a letter to the first superior of the new Con.gregation, Father Medaille outlines the spirit which
should animate what he calls his "Little Design."
He gives it as its model the poverty, purity, obedience, humility, and charity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
in the Sacrament of the Altar.
Our dear Institute ought to be all humility,
modesty and sweetness, all candor and simplicity, wholly interior, in a word, void of self
and all created things, and replenished with
Jesus, by a plenitude which I am unable to explain, but which the Divine Goodness will make
you comprehend. Are not all these virtues
found in a most wonderful degree in the
Blessed Eucharist?
Not in vain was the mystic name of Joseph given
to the Congregation, for its increase was truly wonderful. Bishop de Maupas gave it formal authorization in 1651 and recommended it to the favor and
protection of other bishops, entreating them "to have
for the Congregation a paternal charity, and special
care for its maintenance and advancement, in consideration of the great Saint Francis de Sales, whose
spirit and views it is the object of this Congregation
to perpetuate." Louis XIV confirmed the Congregation by letters patent in 1666.
At this time there were branches of the Institute
not only in Le Puy but also in the Dioceses of Clermont, Viviers, Gap, Uzes, Vienne, Grenoble, and
especially in Lyons, which lovingly adopted the
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Sisters of Saint Joseph and confided to them the
greater part of her charitable works. They conducted schools, instructed deaf mutes, nursed the
sick in hospitals and in their homes, visited the
prisons and cared for the unfortunates in houses of
detention.
The mighty religious upheavals of the seventeenth century had not been able to shake the faith
of the eldest Daughter of the Church. Nevertheless,
their disturbing influences were felt even in Catholic
France. The civil wars which Calvinism had brought
upon the "Land of Lilies" wrought dreadful havoc
and brought intense suffering to the masses, especially in areas scorched by heresy. But the sick, the
poor and the orphaned, were not abandoned. Among
them two groups of religious women moved quietly
and effectively, the one in the gray habit and white
cornette of the Sister of Charity and the other in the
somber black of the Sister of Saint Joseph. After
them were to come the hundreds of other active
orders of religious women whose cloister is the veil
of virginal modesty and whose enclosure is the fear
of God and holy obedience.
Like the monasteries of the Visitation, each
house of the Congregation was distinct and independent, with the bishop of the diocese as first Superior. "Our daughters," wrote Saint Francis de
Sales to Saint Jane de Chantal, "are the daughters
of the clergy of each diocese, and the clergy form
the first Order of religion." He likened the com-
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munttles to so many hives, each having its own
queen mother. New colonies went forth from time
to time and became the parents of new foundations.
Yet, there was always the same Rule, the same
spirit. Today, spread over the world and engaged in
a variety of works in separate dioceses, the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph still preserves
the spiritual unity of its first foundation.
The almost phenomenal growth of the Institute
went on unimpeded until 1789, when it was among
the foremost religious congregations of France.
Then the clouds of the Revolution suddenly burst
into a deluge of persecution. Members of religious
orders were dispersed, imprisoned or executed. The
houses of the Congregation were pillaged, their
precious records were destroyed or carried off. Nine
Sisters of Saint Joseph were martyred.
The name of Mother St. John shines with special
luster in this crisis of religious history. Born Jeanne
Fontbonne, she and her sister Marguerite, afterwards Sister St. Teresa, entered the community of
Monistrol in 1778, where their aunt, Mother St.
Francis, was Superior. Seven years later, Mother St.
John was placed in charge of the school at Monistrol,
where, Bishop de Gallard said, "she exercises a wisdom and judgment usually found only in more
mature persons."
In 1791, the Civil Constitution of the Clergy was
adopted and clergy and religious who refused to
conform suffered exile or death. Some conformed;
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more did not.. Among the latter was Bishop de Gallard who went into exile in Switzerland, leaving
Mother St. John and her Sisters to face the fury of
the Revolution. Shortly after the Bishop's departure,
the Cure of Monistrol weakened and took the oath,
urging the Sisters to do likewise. Courageously,
they resisted his demands as well as the assaults of
the revolutionists. When a crowd of angry citizens
attacked their convent with hatchets and axes,
Mother St. John met them alone, saying: "It is unnecessary to bring the community before you; here,
the head answers for the members."
"What a woman that is! There is nothing to be
gained from her," they said, as they withdrew for
the time. Neither promises nor threats could shake
the Sisters nor weaken their bond of union.
As the fury rose, it seemed better for the religious to seek safety in their paternal homes. With
tears and sobs, the Sisters said farewell, and only
Mother St. John, her sister, Sister St. Teresa, and another Sister remained at Monistrol. One day an infuriated mob battered down the door of the convent
and the three fled, finally reaching the shelter of
their father's home at Bas.
The Fontbonne home was a sanctuary in those
days of trial. The Blessed Sacrament was reserved
in a secret room, and there the fugitives met morning and night to offer prayers of supplication for the
suffering members of Christ's Mystical Body. During the day they taught and encouraged the faithful
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who visited the holy place. Often a fleeing priest
sought shelter, to the great joy of the religious. His
coming meant the Holy Sacrifice, Penance, the Holy
Eucharist. New fires of love and courage were
kindled.
The passing triumph of Robespierre intensified
the Revolution, and, to ward off suspicion from the
hotne which sheltered so many priests, the Sisters
finally showed themselves openly. One day they
were dragged to the parish church to assist at the
Mass of' an apostate priest. When they protested
that their hearts and wills had no part in the act,
that nothing would ever separate them from the true
Faith of Jesus Christ, they were seized and thrown
into the prison of St. Didier. There they met Mother
St. John's aged aunt, Mother St. Francis, who, with
several companions, had wandered for months from
one hiding place to another until all of them were
finally seized.
Days and weeks passed, eleven months of them,
during which the Sisters saw many other prisoners
led out to execution. One day the jailer announced:
"Citizens, it is your turn tomorrow!"
"Deo gratias," they answered as they knelt to
make their final preparations.
Great was their disappointment the next morning when the door opened and the news rang out:
"Robespierre has fallen; your chains are broken."
"Ah, my Sisters," said Mother St. John, "we are
not worthy of the grace of dying for our holy re-
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ligion. Our sins have been the obstacle to so great
a favor."
Mother St. John and her companions returned to
the Fontbonne home, where for twelve long years
they lived as religious in the spirit of the Institute.
To prayer and penance they joined the works of the
apostolate. They instructed children, visited the sick
and prisoners, procured for the dying the last dtes
of the Church. Thus did Mother St. John preserve
the traditions, zeal, and spirit of the Congregation
in which she had consecrated to God the flower of
her youth. Now, through many sufferings, she had
come to that age when "life consists more of answers than of questions, more of appreciation than
of criticism, more of the fruit than the flower." So
she was, a vessel of election, when peace came to
the Church of France and religious orders were
restored.

CHAPTER

II

Lyons

''City of Mary"
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II

A

T ST. ETIENNE in Forez there was a group
of virtuous women, some of whom had been
members of religious orders before the Revolution.
Desirous of consecrating themselves again to the
service of God, they were now living a life of great
austerity under the direction of Father Claude
Cholleton, vicar-general and pastor of the principal
church of St. Etienne. Day and night they applied
themselves to prayer and the alleviation of human
misery. They were called the Black Sisters from the
color of their dress and, because they were so much
with the sick and dying, some called them Sisters of
a Good Death.
Father Cholleton was anxious to give to this
society a definite form, and to this end he consulted
Joseph Cardinal Pesch, Archbishop of Lyons. That
prelate strongly advised him to form the little group
into a Community of Sisters of Saint Joseph, not by
creating a new congregation but by restoring as far
as possible that founded at Le Puy and destroyed by
the Revolution. Who would undertake the task of
reorganization? Neither the Cardinal nor Father
·Cholleton knew of Mother St. John. In the Providence of God, there came to Lyons that Lent Father
Hubert, a Franciscan. He had been Mother St.
John's director in Monistrol and he knew her work.
At his suggestion, Father Cholleton invited Mother
St. John to St. Etienne. Overcoming the resistance
of her parents and her own reluctance to accept the
19
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new responsibilities, Mother St. John arrived at
St. Etienne on the eve of the Assumption, . 1807.
With great joy, the group of twelve received her
and she began immediately to train them in the manner of life of the first Sisters of Saint Joseph.
On July 14, 1808, they laid aside their secular
dress and were invested with the habit of the former
Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Father
Piron, successor of Father Cholleton, echoed the
words of Saint Francis de Sales when he told the
Sisters that "although few, indeed, yet like a swarm
of bees you shall spread yourselves everywhere.
Your number shall be as the stars of heaven." Then
he added this counsel: "While you thus increase,
preserve always that humility which should characterize the Daughters of Saint Joseph."
Mother St. John entered upon the work of restoration with all her old selflessness and devotion.
Her sanctity and kindness drew souls to her. She
found good in everyone; her discerning mind judged
motives and actions with understanding, sympathy,
and love. Prayer, penance, and charitable works
filled the days of the little group. Their fasts were
frequent; often they slept on boards or on the floor.
The wise Mother permitted no singularity; all was
safeguarded by the practice of the common life.
Simplicity, the characteristic virtue of the Sister of
Saint Joseph, was treasured as a jewel.
The Congregation grew and spread rapidly.
Many young women sought entrance to the novitiate.
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Former religious, who had been in hiding during the
Revolution, longed to rededicate themselves to God
in the restored orders. Many of them aspired to the
cloistered form of religious life. But all around him
Cardinal Fesch saw suffering, want, misery, and so
he reminded these fervent women that "we need
apostles - for the children, for their mothers, for
the aged, for everyone. The Church needs them.
The number of priests is insufficient. Enter the Community of the Sisters of Saint Joseph," he said. "You
will be the auxiliaries of the clergy. You will serve
God and souls."
Houses were now numerous and extended beyond St. Etienne to Lyons and elsewhere. Up to
the time of their dispersion, the different communities of the Congregation had been entirely independent of one another. But however well adapted selfgovernment might be for the separate foundations
of cloistered religious, it was found wholly unsuitable for religious engaged in active and external
duties. By 1812, it became clear that a central
motherhouse and novitiate were necessary to insure
thorough and uniform training.
It was not difficult to choose a Superior General.
Mother St. John, who had preserved in her heart the
beautiful traditions of the past, was the instrument
whom God in His Providence had chosen to restore
the Congregation now. Surely it was His Will that
she should continue to direct and inspire its future
progress.

22
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Lyons, too, See city of Cardinal Pesch, was not
only the logical place for the Motherhouse, but it
seemed also a providential choice. The Institute of
Saint Joseph had its origin in Le Puy, famed for its
devotion to Mary. To this day, the statue of Our
Lady of France casts its protecting shadow over the
city. In Lyons, it is Notre Dame de Fourviere who
watches over the city consecrated to her from time
immemorial and called the "City of Mary." Opposite that holy Hill of Fourviere, on the Hill of the
Chartreuse, Mother St. John opened the first Motherhouse on July 13, 1816.
There holy souls vied with one another in the
practice of religious virtue. The example of their
venerable Mother impelled them to good, even to
perfection. She spent long hours in prayer before
the tabernacle. She loved to contemplate the Passion
of Christ; it strengthened her own love and spirit of
sacrifice; it inspired the humility, patience, and
sweetness which marked all her ways. Her outward
bearing revealed her inner union with God, so that
one of her daughters could write: "On meeting her
we experienced something of the feeling one has in
passing before the Blessed Sacrament."
To Our Lady in her privileged shrine she often
turned. Even in old age, ill and worn with toil and
hardship, she sometimes left her convent quietly before dawn, and with a companion vowed to secrecy,
barefoot and fasting, she climbed the heights of
Fourviere, to hear Mass and receive Holy Com-
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mumon. Another Mass of thanksgiving and she
returned to her convent in time to preside at the
community exercises. And Our Lady gave many
touching proofs of her love and maternal care. In
this devout client her promise was not unfulfilled:
"I love them that love me, and they that in the morning early watch for me shall find me."
Humility, abnegation, and austerity were the
foundation stones of that first Motherhouse, and such
was the reputation for regularity and true religious
spirit there, that in 1828 it was decreed by superior
authority that the local communities of Saint Joseph
should depend on and obey the House at the Chartreuse as daughters of the same Mother.
No one then could know how far the daughters
of that Mother would carry her holy teachings. In
her own lifetime, which ended in 1843, Mother St.
John founded or reorganized 244 houses of the Congregation, not including the colonies in other countries. The Sisters of Saint Joseph today are in Italy,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Great Britain, India,
Australia, Africa, China, Japan, the United States,
Canada, and several countries of South America.
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I

T WAS to this "City of Mary" and House of
Saint Joseph that the Most Reverend Joseph
Rosati, Bishop of St. Louis, came while on a visit
to France in 1834. He eagerly implored Mother St.
John to send a group of Sisters to America. She was
anxious to comply with his request, yet, realizing
the sacrifices involved, she hesitated to designate the
Sisters. Instead, she appealed for volunteers, and
among the many who offered themselves were her
own two nieces, Sister Febronie Fontbonne and
Sister Delphine Fontbonne.
A noble benefactress of the Congregation in
France at this time was the Countess de Rochejacquelin, daughter of the Duchess de Duras. Made
a sharer in the fortunes of the Bourbons by her marriage to the Count de Rochejacquelin, she was, like
all the members of that fated line, compelled to
leave France after the Revolution of 1830. She
retired to Annecy where she was the instrument in
God's hands of establishing the Sisters of Saint
Joseph in La Galerie, the very house in which
Saint Francis de Sales had established the first Visitation nuns, a house of which the Sisters have ever
since retained possession. The Countess, who had
co-operated with Mother St. John in numerous
foundations, entered heart and soul into the project
for an American establishment of the Congregation,
even sacrificing her personal jewels to defray the
expenses of the voyage.
27
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Although Bishop Rosati had made an urgent
appeal for the Sisters, there seems to have been
some delay on his part in making the final arrangements for the foundation in St. Louis. At last all
was ready, and on the morning of January 4, 1836,
the group of six missionaries once more climbed the
hill to Our Lady of Fourviere to beg her blessing on
their new work. Entering the holy place, they found
their venerable Mother already there, prostrate before
the altar, imploring her Heavenly Mother to protect
the daughters she was sending to far-off America.
Holy Mass was offered by Father James Fontbonne,
nephew of Mother St. John. He also was going as
a missionary to St. Louis. With the Adorable Victim of the Altar, each offered herself to the Eternal
Father, asking only that she be made worthy to fulfill His holy Will.
After forty-nine days, the long and dangerous
voyage ended at New Orleans. Here Father Timon,
afterwards Bishop of Buffalo, met them and took
them to the Ursulines who received them with sisterly affection. A few days of rest, and they began
the trip up the Mississippi, arriving at St. Louis on
the Feast of the Annunciation, 1836.
Of the two missions then opened, the first was
at Cahokia, a village three miles from St. Louis.
There Sisters Febronie Fontbonne, Febronie ChapelIon, and Protaise began their work among the
French Canadians. ·Mother Delphine, Sister Felicite,
and Sister Philomene went to Carondelet, which
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later became the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph in St. Louis. The first convent was a rude
log cabin consisting of but one room, which, at various times of the day, they called kitchen, refectory,
parlor, oratory, and dormitory. In 1837, two more
Sisters came from Lyons to share their many hardships and privations- Sister Celestine, who later
become Superior of the house in Carondelet, and
Sister St. John Fournier, afterwards foundress of the
Congregation in Philadelphia. That same year Miss
Ann Elizabeth Dillon entered the community, the
first American postulant, receiving the name of Sister
Francis Joseph.
The Most Reverend Peter R. Kenrick succeeded
to the See of St. Louis upon Bishop Rosati's death in
1843. The community developed rapidly under his
care and many parish schools, as well as a school for
negro children, were placed in charge of the Sisters.
God blessed the Congregation with vocations. Other
bishops asked Bishop Kenrick to send them Sisters.
Among them was Bishop Charbonnel of Toronto
who, writing to the Director of the Grand Seminary
in Lyons, said with reference to the Sisters of Saint
Joseph, "I could make use of one hundred of them
at once, if I had them. The Sisters are called to do
immense good here. They give everything but
absolution."
But life was different in this new country.
Changes were many and they came very suddenly.
New and unforeseen demands created a need for
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autonomy among the American houses. Independent diocesan communities seemed to answer best
the needs of the Church in this rapidly expanding
country. The French bishops concurred with the
bishops of America and the change was effected.
The bond of affection, however, between the Sisters
in America and those in France has ever remained
strong and true.

CHAPTER

IV

Canandaigua

"The Chosen Spot"
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T ESS than two decades after their arrival in St.
L Louis, the Sisters of Saint Joseph came to New
York State. On December 8, 1854, a day forever
glorious in the history of the Church as that on
which the Christian world crowned its Mother Immaculate, four Sisters arrived in Canandaigua, a village on the shores of Canandaigua Lake, so named
by the Indians and meaning "The Chosen Spot."
Canandaigua is the "Queen of the Finger Lakes,"
the gateway to them from the west. On its shores is
a city rich in history and tradition. There the Senecas
lighted their fires and signed the famous Pickering
Treaty. Its venerated landmarks and stately mansions
tell of a thriving frontier capital as early as 1788.
That was ten years after Sullivan and his army had
laid waste the Indian village there. Velvety 'lawns
and colorful gardens surrounded the mansions, and
the tranquil loveliness of the place gave it the name
of "Sleeping Beauty." In 1854, its main street was
a broad highway, lined with beautiful elms and
running through the center of the village, which
dips to the long blue lake.
All of a century before the white settlers built
their first log cabin, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
was offered in those parts. As early as 1656, the
Jesuit missionary, Father Chaumonot, had worked
among the captive Hurons at Boughton Hill, but a
short distance away. These same Indians erected a
chapel in a Huron village called Gandougarae.
33
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There Holy Mass was offered on Sunday, November
3, 1669, by Father James Fremin, S. J. This village
was destroyed by Denonville in 1687 and its Indian
inhabitants fled in all directions, many of them later
settling at Canandaigua and Geneva.
In 1847, the Most Reverend John Timon, Visitor
of the .Lazarist Congregation in the United States,
was consecrated Bishop of the newly erected See of
Buffalo. The .first priest ordained by him was the
Reverend Edmund O'Connor, who, in 1849, was appointed pastor of St. Mary's Church, Canandaigua.
Five years later Father O'Connor, "in order to give
his parish such establishments as would perpetuate
the Faith," applied to the Bishop for a group of
Sisters. Bishop Timon, who had known the Sisters
of Saint Joseph in St. Louis, applied to Carondelet
and four Sisters were sent: Mother Agnes Spencer,
Sister Francis Joseph Ivory, Sister Petronella Roscoe,
and Sister Theodosia Hageman.
The Sisters left St. Louis on December 3 and
were detained overnight in Buffalo by a severe snow
storm on December 6. They reached Rochester next
day but were unable to proceed to Canandaigua until
the tracks had been cleared. The length and difficulties of the journey had exhausted their funds and
they had not sufficient money to go on to their destination. As they looked about for a Catholic church
to whose pastor they might apply for aid, they saw
in the distance the steeple of St. Patrick's. Next to
the church was an orphanage conducted by the Sis-
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ters of Charity, who received them most kindly and
provided them with everything necessary for the
remainder of the journey. It took them three hours
to reach Canandaigua, a distance of twenty-seven
miles. It was evening when they finally arrived
at the r~ctory. The next morning, in the parish
church dedicated to the Mother of God and on the
first Feast of her Immaculate Conception, the Sisters
heard Mass and consecrated to God through the
hands of Mary the work which lay before them.
That afternoon they moved into their new home,
which they called the Convent of the Immaculate
Conception.
The house which Father O'Connor had purchased for the Sisters is still standing on Saltonstall
Street, a short distance from Main Street. Then, it
was a small white frame dwelling set in the center
of what had in former days been a nursery, where
small trees and trim gardens were still growing.
Father O'Connor said Mass for the Sisters in the
convent chapel on December 9. The Holy Sacrifice had been offered in that same house over one
hundred years before, while it was the home of Mr.
William Lysaght and before there was a Catholic
church in the village.
The Lysaght family was one of the earliest Catholic families in Canandaigua. It was at their home
that Maria MacSpatten lived while she attended the
Backus Select School, a day school for young ladies.
Each evening as she studied under the large lamp in
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the living room, she listened to the Lysaght children
learning the catechism. As eternal truths penetrated
her mind, the light of faith entered her soul and after
some months she approached Father Edmund
O'Connor and asked for Baptism. He received her
into the Church, to the utter dismay of her family,
who immediately disowned- her and who never
became reconciled to her conversion. When several
young women of the village left for the novitiate in
Buffalo, she too considered the possibility of a religious vocation. Such was not God's plan. Instead,
years later, as Maria Tindell, she gave two daughters to God in the Congregation of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph: Mother Sylvester and Sister Albina.
Sister Albina died at the age of twenty-one after
only four years of religious life.
The small house on Saltonstall Street became a
convent and novitiate, a boarding school for young
ladies, and an orphanage, the institution being incorporated as St. Mary's Academy and Orphan
Asylum. A free school was conducted in the basement of the church. Religious instruction took precedence over all else; the common branches were also
taught, as well as French, embroidery, and music.
Daughters of some of the best Catholic families of
western New York were among the students, two
of them being Teresa and Ella McMahon, the latter
well known as the translator of Golden Sands and
other works from the French.
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The foundation met with remarkable success, so
that Father O'Connor could write of this time:
The Sisters of Saint Joseph in Canandaigua
are devoting themselves to the various good
works contemplated by their Rule. They have
opened an Academy which is numerously attended and which enables them to undertake
other works of mercy. Besides an Orphan
Asylum, they have founded a Home for poor
girls of good character. As the Sisters have
opened a novitiate, there is every prospect that
the Order is firmly planted in Canandaigua.
As the number of boarders increased, the labors
of the Sisters also increased and the home became
more crowded. Yet life was happy in the company
of their beloved Superior, Mother Agnes Spencer.
Mother Agnes Spencer was born in England and
came with her parents to Utica while she was still
very young. She became a convert to the Faith and
entered the Congregation at Carondelet when she
was nineteen. Her administrative ability brought
her into positions of trust, and she was active in
establishing new houses of the community. From
Carondelet she had gone to Philadelphia, then to
Wheeling, where she opened a hospital. After the
foundation in Canandaigua, out of which grew the
present Buffalo and Rochester communities, Mother
Agnes built Spencer Hospital in Meadville, Pennsylvania, and some years later she erected an orphanage
in Erie. She remained General Superior of the Erie
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Community until a few years before her death
in 1882.
Mother Agnes inspired love and confidence
wherever her works of charity called her. She was
gentle and kind, with unbounded love for the sick
and suffering. None knew her tenderness better
than the poor who received from her own hands the
medicine which she distributed from the free dispensary in Canandaigua.
Two years after the Sisters had settled in Canandaigua, Miss Margaret Leary of Corning was admitted as a postulant. She received the habit on
February 14, 1857, with the name of Sister Mary
Stanislaus. She later became the first General Superior of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in Rochester
and the founder of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in
Concordia, Kansas.
Sister Anastasia Donovan of Buffalo, who received the habit with Mother Stanislaus, describes
the reception as a memorable event in the religious
history of Canandaigua. Father O'Connor, who had
made elaborate preparations, invited parishioners
from far and near to witness this first investiture of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph in New York State. The
church was well filled, when, just before the tenthirty Mass, the bridal procession walked slowly up
the middle aisle. The cross bearer was followed by
the bridesmaids and the two postulants in bridal
robes. At the altar rail they knelt before Bishop
Timon and implored him to grant the ardent desire
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of their heart: "that the world be nothing more to
me, and Jesus my only possession." Satisfied with
their answers to his questions, the Bishop bade them
retire and put on the "poor habit of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph." Returning to the altar rail, they assured the Bishop that now they "experience the
most perfect joy of heart." He answered that they
might well be filled with happiness, for "by a special
favor of God you begin to have, in a most particular
manner, Saint Joseph for your Father, the most
Blessed Virgin for your Mother and Jesus Christ for
your Spouse." Two other receptions took place before the novitiate was moved to Buffalo. One of
them was that of Sister Aloysia Hendrick, sister of
the late Bishop Hendrick of the Philippines.
In 1857, the Sisters at Canandaigua were asked
to open an institution for deaf mutes in Buffalo, and
three Sisters who had received special training in
this work in France were sent from St. Louis. Lack
of funds in the beginning made the work very difficult but Bishop Timon was the constant support and
encouragement of the project. Finally, the excellent
results accomplished by the Sisters attracted the attention of the State. That recognition brought the
financial aid which such a work so well deserves and
the institution developed rapidly.
The Buffalo foundation remained under the care
of the Motherhouse in Canandaigua until 1861.
Then the novitiate was transferred to Buffalo and
the new Motherhouse there was placed in charge of
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Mother Magdalen Weaver, who had been one of
those sent with Mother St. John Fournier to found
the Congregation in Philadelphia.
On December 8, 1914, a local celebration was
held in Canandaigua to commemorate the sixtieth
anniversary of the coming of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph into New York State. On that occasion a
tablet was unveiled on which were inscribed the
names of the four Sisters who formed the first community, the name of the priest who received them,
and that of the Bishop of Buffalo, at whose request
they carrie. In the brochure containing a brief historical sketch of the work accomplished by the Sisterhood in Canandaigua, Reverend James T. Dougherty, the pastor of St. Mary's for eighteen years, pays
the following tribute to the Sisters who labored
there:
No local chronicle records the coming of
the good nuns to Canandaigua. They wore the
garb of ordinary women on their journey from
St. Louis, to avoid any unpleasant treatment
that might be accorded them in those days of
bigoted excitement. They came in silence and
·have continued their labors for sixty years, not
caring for worldly plaudits and looking only
for the Master's approval. One hundred and
twenty-five Sisters have given some portion of
their lives to religious and educational work in
Canandaigua. It is probable that during those
sixty years over two thousand pupils have come
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under the care and guidance of these holy
women. Their work constitutes one of those
unwritten chapters in the history of our country
which tells the things that have made for finer
citizenship and better Christianity- the effect
of hallowed lives in their uplifting influence
upon three generations of this community.
The Civil War had taken its toll by 1864, and in
this war, as in all others, many children were among
the innocent victims. The Reverend James M. Early,
pastor of St. Mary's Church on South Street, Rochester, was greatly moved at the sight of so many
orphans, and he appealed to Bishop Timon for
financial aid, and for Sisters to care for the Catholic
boys of Rochester and vicinity.
Mother Magdalen assigned four Sisters to begin
the work: Sister Stanislaus Leary, Sister Xavier
Delahunty, Sister Clare O'Shea, and Sister Martina.
On the Feast of All Saints, 1864, they took possession of the two-story brick building known as the
Park House next to St. Mary's Church on South
Street. That same day, under the patronage of the
Queen of All Saints, St. Mary's Boys' Home opened
its doors to two small orphans. This institution,
after seventy-eight years, became a part of the new
child-caring home known today as St. Joseph's Villa.
It was now ten years since the Sisters of Saint
Joseph had come from Carondelet to the "Queen
City of the Lakes." That would always be for them
"The Chosen Spot," as December 8, 1854, would
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always be the privileged day on which the first
foundation was made in western New York. Canandaigua was still a village and destined to remain
largely residential. Only a short distance to the
north there was a rising city, already thirty years old.
Within the next decade this was to become the See
city of the new Diocese of Rochester.

CHAPTER

V

Rochester

rrwhose name is hallowed
by a martyr's blood"
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NE hundred fifty years ago the most imaginative person in the world could not have
looked upon the dismal swamp on the banks of the
Genesee and visioned the great industrial city of
Rochester as it is today. But a gracious Providence
governs cities as well as men.
Although its official history dates from 1812, it
was in 1789 that the first white settler, Ebenezer
("Indian" ) Allen moved into his grist mill on the
west bank of "The Falls." A tablet on Graves
Street marks the spot today. The One Hundred
Acre Tract, which later became the nucleus of the
city, proved an unlikely settlement for a mill in
those days, since the swamp land and malariathe "Genesee fever" they called it - had made "The
Falls" unpopular.
In 1792, Allen sold his property and moved to
Mount Morris. Three men from Maryland purchased it in 1803: Colonel William Fitzhugh,
Colonel Nathaniel Rochester and Major Charles
Carroll. The three were close friends, and it was
Major Carroll and Colonel Fitzhugh who named
the place Rochesterville in honor of their joint
friend and purchaser, while Colonel Rochester in
turn gave to the most important streets laid out in
the One Hundred Acre Tract the names of Fitzhugh
and Carroll Streets. After Colonel Rochester's death,
the village trustees changed the name of Carroll
Street to State Street.
45
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Settlement was slow, and the little hamlet was
unpromising in every way when Colonel Rochester
himself, in 1809, surveyed the Tract and laid out
the lots of a quarter acre each. In 1812, the first
permanent settler, Hamlet Scrantom, with his family
moved into the log cabin built for him by a friend
on the present site of the Powers Building. That
same year a bridge was built across the river at
Main Street, despite the protests of taxpayers who
saw no need to cross a river with no promise beyond.
The bridge, however, gave an impetus to the growth
and settlement of the village, since, prior to that
time, "the only way to get from one side of the
Genesee to the other was to go up to Avon or ford
the river at this point, if the person chose to run the
imminent risk of drowning."
The village remained a place of muddy roads, of
cabins and shacks. It was the least promising of all
the settlements along the Genesee until the construction of the Erie Canal. Then its development
was a matter of time, and eventually Rochester absorbed all its former rivals.
It is a Jesuit historian who gives us the earliest
description of the Genesee River and its four majestic waterfalls. In 1720, Father Fran<;ois Charlevoix began his travels through the French colonies
in America, under instruction from the French Court
to gather information for the discovery of the route
to the western sea. He crossed Lake Ontario from
Canada, and, while cruising along the southern
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shore of the lake in May, 1721, stopped at Irondequoit Bay on his journey west. Writing soon after
from Niagara, he gives the description of the river
which he himself received from Joincaire, a French
commander who had made a settlement at Lewiston.
This has been called "the earliest account that we
have of our watercourse and . . . by no means the
least valuable." For the sole purpose of seeing the
Genesee Falls, the Duke of Orleans (afterwards
King Louis Philippe), with his brothers, came here
in 1797. The whole party was entertained at the
house of Orange Stone, who had located and built
a tavern near the "big rock and tree" on East Avenue
in the town of Brighton.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was first offered
in Rochester probably in 1818. That spring, John
Rigney and Patrick Buckley with their families
arrived from King's County, Ireland. Elizabeth
Rigney,* daughter of the former, as a child of twelve
remembered distinctly the first Mass here, and often
related the circumstances to relatives. While en
route northward to Niagara Falls, a Catholic woman
from Maryland stopped for a visit at the home of
Colonel Rochester, where she was taken seriously ill.
At her request, the magnanimous Colonel sent a
courier to New York for a priest, who, after he had
ministered to the woman, made his presence known
to the Catholics of the village. One of them, on
*She was a great-grandparent of Sister Lucina Flaherty.
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horseback, summoned the others to the home of
Colonel Rochester on the corner of Exchange and
Spring Streets, where, on an improvised altar, the
priest offered the Holy Sacrifice and remained for a
short time to instruct and counsel the little group.
The village of Rochester was incorporated in
1817 and entered immediately upon an era of prosperity. The whole valley of the Genesee was then
known as the greatest wheat producing section of
the United States. A constant succession of teams
brought grain from every direction to the mills on
the banks of the river. Even then the supply was
not sufficient, for Rochester flour had acquired such
a reputation that great quantities of wheat had to
be imported from Canada. It was Rochester, the
"Flour City," which Nathaniel Hawthorne so picturesquely describes in a sketch published in 183 5:
Its edifices are of dusky brick, and of stone
that will not be grayer in a hundred years than
now; its churches are Gothic; it is impossible
to look at its worn pavements and conceive how
lately the forest leaves have been swept away ....
The whole street, sidewalks and centre, was
crowded with pedestrians, horsemen, stagecoaches, gigs, light wagons and heavy ox teams,
all hurrying, trotting, rattling and rumbling, in
a throng that passed continually, but never
passed away.
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The Rochester section of the Erie Canal was
completed in 1823. In that same year, the first
Catholic Church, St. Patrick's, was built by the Reverend Patrick Kelly, who had been ordained in 1821
and who ministered to the Catholics in this section
at that time. The Rochester Directory of 1827 describes it:
The Roman Catholic Chapel is situated on
Platt Street, a few rods from State Street, in the
north part of the village. It is built of stone on
elevated ground, from which a fine prospect of
the village is presented. The building is 42 feet
long and 38 feet wide, with large Gothic windows. It was built in 1823.
Father Kelly was succeeded by Reverend John
McNamara, who built a larger church with a tower
one hundred ten feet high topped by a cross thirteen feet high. The Reverend Bernard O'Reilly became pastor in 1835 and did much to further the
Catholic life of Rochester until he was named Vicar
General of the Diocese of Buffalo in 1847.
Rochester developed rapidly after 1825. The
first census of 1815 fixed the population at 331.
When Rochester was incorporated as a city in 1834,
the population was 12,000; thirty years later when
the Sisters of Saint Joseph opened St. Mary's Boys'
Home the city had a population of 60,000.
In 1868, the Diocese of Buffalo was divided,
and, on July 12, the Most Reverend Bernard J.
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McQuaid, founder and for many years president of
Seton Hall College of Newark, New Jersey, was
consecrated Bishop of Rochester by His Excellency,
Archbishop McCloskey, in the Cathedral of New
York. A few days later he was formally installed in
the new diocese. The Sisters of Saint Joseph had
been fourteen years in the territory now included in
the Diocese of Rochester.
The late Archbishop Quigley of Chicago, who as
a boy stood among the crowd that welcomed Bishop
McQuaid on his arrival in Rochester, quoting many
years later the Bishop's words on that occasion, said:
"I remember distinctly the Bishop's first greeting to
the Catholics of Rochester, as in a clear and decided
tone of voice he announced his purpose in accepting
the bishopric: 'I come here without fear, knowing
what is to be done. If God gives me health and
strength and length of life, I shall do it.' That the
Bishop fulfilled his promise is too well known a fact
to emphasize." There were at this time in the Diocese of Rochester ten churches, three orphan asylums, a hospital, several schools and academies, and
a Catholic population of 25,000.
1. The Roots Go Deep

1868-1882

Bishop McQuaid had chosen for the motto of his
episcopal insignia Salus Animarum Lex Suprema.
He therefore made it his first care to establish a system of parochial schools throughout the diocese.
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With this object in view, he examined the Rules and
Constitutions of the Sisters of Saint Joseph and found
them admirably suited to his plan, since the community is diocesan in its organization and, according to the advice of its founder, recognizes the
Bishop as its first Superior.
His decision made, the Bishop visited the Sisters
at St. Mary's Orphan Asylum, which had been
moved in 1867 to a larger building on West Buffalo
Street, now West Main, on the site opposite St.
Mary's Hospital. He unfolded his plans and explained that it would be necessary for the Sisters in
Rochester to withdraw from the mother community
in Buffalo and establish an independent diocesan
community in Rochester. The Sisters recognized the
Divine Will in the request of their Bishop and the
change was effected in the autumn of 1868. There
were at this time two houses of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph in the Diocese of Rochester: St. Mary's
Academy and Orphan Asylum in Canandaigua and
St. Mary's Asylum for Orphan Boys in Rochester.
The latter became the temporary Motherhouse and
Novitiate. Reverend Mother Stanislaus was named
Superior General and the following eleven remained
with her in the Diocese of Rochester, the others
choosing to return to Buffalo: Sister Xavier Delahunty, Sister De Pazzi Bagley, Sister Claver Hennessey, Sister Lucy Gorman, Sister Patrick Walsh,
Sister Clare O'Shea, Sister Michael Brown, Sister
James O'Connell, Sister Ambrose McKeogan, Sister
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Camillus Payne, and Sister Paul Geary. The last
three remained in Canandaigua, which became subject to the Motherhouse in Rochester.
The first reception in St. Mary's Boys' Home
took place on New Year's Day, 1869, when Sister
Mary Bernard Pigot and Sister Mary Josephine Leary
of Corning were received. Three months later, Sister Mary De Sales Corcoran and Sister Mary Teresa
Powers received the habit. The latter lived sixty
years as a religious and saw the community grow
from sixteen to six hundred twenty-four living members at the time of her death. That same year at the
close of the first retreat, August 2, Sister Mary
Agnes Hines and Sister Mary Aloysia Lee became
Sisters of Saint Joseph. The former was destined in
the Providence of God to direct the Congregation as
its General Superior for thirty-nine years. Ten more
young women were received during the following
year and in 1870 the community numbered twentyeight.
St. Patrick's Girls' Asylum now came under the
direction of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. For twentyfive years it had been conducted by the Sisters of
Charity, who had endeared themselves to both the
children and their parents. It was a source of deep
regret to everyone when they were recalled from
this oldest religious institution in the diocese. Attached to the Orphanage were a Select School and a
Free School and Mother Stanislaus saw in the former
the nucleus of a future academy.
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There were now too many novices and too many
orphans at St. Mary's, so the novitiate was transferred to St. Patrick's. Even there Mother Stanislaus
found it difficult to care for the increasing numbers.
The Sisters must have a home of their own.
In Geneseo, there was the Lady Jane Gray Seminary, which later became the Geneseo Normal
School; in Avon, there was the Fiske mansion; and
on Lake View Park in Rochester the Briggs property. All of these were considered in the search for
a suitable Motherhouse.
It was to Saint Joseph, patron and faithful protector of the Institute, that the Sisters turned with
their problem. They knew he had answered their
prayers when, in February, 1871, they were able to
purchase the Major John Williams home on the
northwest corner of Jay and Frank Streets, now
Plymouth Avenue North. This was a beautiful residence in what was then one of the finest residential
parts of Rochester and in the very center of its Catholic population.
On the Feast of the Assumption, the house was
formally opened and blessed by Bishop McQuaid,
who also offered up the Holy Sacrifice in the little
chapel. The beautiful and suggestive name of
Nazareth was given to this new convent, where the
Sisters would strive to practice the virtues of the
Chosen Three of. the Nazareth of the Scriptures.
This was the theme of the Bishop's talk at the close
of the Mass:
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My dear Children:
I was anxious that this house, this new
home, now nearing completion, should be dedicated to God on this day when we celebrate
the Assumption of His Blessed Mother into
heaven. The house of Nazareth, where Jesus
lived with Mary and Joseph, should be the
model of what this house, also called Nazareth,
is to be.
At Nazareth Jesus received the love and devotion of Mary and Joseph. There lived the
Divine God veiled in human form, claiming
from them the care and assistance which His
humanity required. Here, veiled in another
form, the Bread of the Altar, He claims your
love and devotion. Here you will also care for
Jesus in His little children, and the labor and
the training and the love you will bestow on
them will be given to Jesus, and the life you
will live here will be the life of the holy house
of Nazareth.
The life to which you are to devote yourselves is one of great responsibility, one whose
duties are to be fulfilled in no careless, indifferent manner. To those confided to your care
you will give your best energy of mind and
body. For this end you will improve all the
best faculties which God has given you. If you
were not to give of your best, the name of
Nazareth would be misapplied; it would be a
deception and a mockery.
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Of your duties I shall not speak today in
detail. In the years that are to come there will
be time enough for that. The few words that
I have spoken contain the sum and substance
of your work, and all future instructions will be
but amplifications of what I have said today.
I wish them to go down as a tradition among
you, a memory of this beautiful day - this first
day in your new home.
Let the holy house of Nazareth be your
model, the life there of Joseph and Mary your
example; they ministering to Jesus personally,
you ministering to Him in the members of His
family on earth. Let me remind you that there
is not a charitable work in the country, whether
in hospitals, asylums, or refuges of any sort,
which for far-reaching, widespread and lasting
charity, can for one moment be compared with
the work of the parochial school.
Before the transfer was made, a certificate of incorporation was granted to the Sisterhood under an
act of the Legislature of the State of New York, the
legal title to be "The Nazareth Convent and Academy." The corporation being thus legally organized,
its work for the welfare of the community became
constantly more efficient.
Young women who felt called to the religious
life now entered the Congregation in increasing
numbers, and a great impetus was given to the preparation for teaching, which was to be the chief work
of the community. The Bishop enjoined upon all
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its members the spending of at least one hour daily
in ·study. The expression "my hour" became a byword of sacred import to the comnwnity. It developed an acute consciousness of the need for daily
self-improvement in the religious teacher, who, by
reason of her consecration, must rise daily above all
that is mediocre. The Bishop himself was to bring
to Nazareth noted scholars and lecturers from
Europe and America; he would personally direct the
studies of Sisters abroad, and finally he was to
establish the Normal School for the training of elementary school teachers.
"Such was the BisJ:top' s respect for the spiritual
and intellectual gifts with which God sometimes
endows women," wrote Katherine Conway, "that he
would open all the doors of lawful knowledge to
them, especially to women destined for the teaching
or other learned professions; he would give them
superior instructors; allow them to familiarize
themselves with the best in a large variety of methods, send them to educational conventions, and to
famous schools in their own land, or in foreign
countries for special courses."
Before the Sisters took possession of their new
home on Jay Street, a wing was added to provide
room for the school, which was named Nazareth
Academy. The Select School at St. Patrick's Asylum
was closed, and the pupils were transferred to the
Academy, where there were accommodations for
boarders as well as day pupils. There were sixty pu-
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pils that first year. To her many other duties, Mother
Stanislaus now added those of Directress of the
Academy. The beginnings were very humble. There
was but one schoolroom, which after school hours
served as a community room for the Sisters. The
furniture was poor and insufficient, but the lack of
equipment and accommodations proved only an incentive to greater effort on the part of both teachers
and pupils. This institution, begun in such a lowly
manner, is today the Alma Mater of thousands of
Catholic women of Rochester and far beyond.
In the field of Catholic education, the name of
Rochester has for years been synonymous with the
parochial school system. That system, planned and
fostered by Bishop McQuaid, was inaugurated in the
fall of 1871, with the opening of the Cathedral and
the Immaculate Conception Schools. The history of
the Cathedral School goes back to 1835 when, at the
request of the Reverend Bernard O'Reilly, Michael
Hughes, grandfather of Sister Mary Arthur Hughes,
came from Brooklyn and opened a school in the
house of Dr. Hugh Bradley in North St. Paul Street.
Within a short time, this school was transferred to
the basement of St. Patrick's Church on Platt Street,
where Mr. Hughes and his wife taught for seven
years.
The present site of the old Cathedral School on
the corner of Plymouth A venue and Brown Street
was purchased in December, 1854. After the buildings were erected, five Christian Brothers opened a
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school for boys there on March 1, 1857. This school,
because of its division into a tuition and free department, made but little progress during the next
decade.
When Bishop McQuaid came to Rochester in
1868, he found Catholic education poorly provided
for in the diocese. The five German parishes had
their respective schools; St. Patrick's and St. Mary's
had the much disliked tuition and free schools; the
other three city parishes had no schools. Outside of
Rochester, there were a few small parish schools,
some of them taught by seculars. These conditions
prevailed until 1871, when Bishop McQuaid took
definite steps to fulfill what he considered his first
duty, "for," he said, "it seems to me that the only
hope of the American Church lies in the education
of the young."
Early in 1871 the Bishop, with very little encouragement, erected a three-story addition to the
Cathedral School, then known as St. Patrick's Academy. In September, the Sisters were given charge of
the girls and the younger boys, while the Christian
Brothers continued the work with the boys in the
upper grades. The entire registration was about
eight hundred.
The registration at the Immaculate Conception
School in 1871 was five hundred. Through all the
years, the Immaculate has enjoyed the patronage
and constant encouragement of pastors vitally interested in parochial school education. It has always

Rochester

59

maintained a leading place among the schools of
the diocese.
From the very beginning, the Bishop took an
active part in the work of the classroom. In his
daily visits to the Cathedral School, he was quick to
notice the least disorder or lack of method and as
prompt to correct it. Every Saturday morning saw
him at Nazareth for the weekly conference. Abstract theory became clear in the practical examples
he had always at hand. He inspired a love for
learning, a devotedness to duty and an enthusiasm
for all that was best and highest in religious and intellectual life. "You must always be going higher,"
he would say. "Christ our Lord has a right to the
best that we can give Him, the best that our physical
strength allows us to give Him, the best that our
application to study will enable us to do in His
divine service. When that spirit moves you then
you will do all that you should do for the education
of our people."
On January 1, 1872, the first profession and reception took place in the Nazareth chapel, when
Sister M. Borgia Lynch received the holy habit. No
one could then foresee all that this religious was to
accomplish as Mistress of Novices a few years later.
She was one of those truly valiant women, vigorous,
determined, courageous, yet always serene. She had
a holy reverence for obedience in the Ignatian pattern. If, in inculcating this virtue in others, she
seemed severe at times, it was only that she wished
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to form in each of her daughters the ideal Sister of
Saint Joseph. So completely did she identify herself with the spirit and work of the Institute that
she achieved almost total self-effacement. Yet, by
one of those paradoxes so familiar in the spiritual
life, her name and influence have survived two
generations.
The number of novices and the number of
boarders at Nazareth continued to increase, so that
it was necessary to build another addition containing a chapel, community room, dormitory, kitchen,
and refectory. As the work expanded, the duties of
the Sisters became more numerous. Yet they often
found time to pause before the spiritual maxims
which, in illuminated script, hung in the cloister
halls. One of these reminded them that "It is interior souls who labor most successfully for the
community." They knew that their own intimate
union with God would be the measure of their influence upon the children. One of these children
wrote of this period many years later:
How well I remember the kindness shown
me when as a child of ten I came as a boarder
to Nazareth. Each Sister seemed to me a living saint. The cheerfulness, peace, silence, and
piety that reigned in that blessed abode of my
childhood are a sweet solace to me yet. There
was an indefinable something in that secluded
place, that "garden enclosed," that attracted me
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strongly and that lingers with me still despite
the lapse of years.
As the community grew in numbers; spiritual
and intellectual life flourished. To the austerity always present in the work of education, there was
added the austerity enforced by poverty~ There were
only the bare necessities of life and with these each
was content. Sometimes there was a holy rivalry
among the Sisters to see who could do with least.
On Saturdays, a strict fast was observed by everyone.
Without a positive command, no one ever took an
afternoon luncheon. There was no tea for dinner only water. On the rare occasions when there was
a dessert, the Sisters at home would set it aside that
others returning from their long day in the classroom might enjoy an extra dish. It was the story of
Le Puy all over again.
The parishes could not at first afford convents
of their own, so all the Sisters lived at Nazareth.
This developed a unity of thought, of interests, and
of striving. The bond of sisterly affection grew
stronger with daily contacts. There were merry recreations as the Sisters exchanged stories of the day's
events in the classroom. Often as they walked home
from school, they stopped for a few moments to
visit the poor and the sick. It made them think of
Mother Fontbonne and the Sisters in Lyons.
Bishop McQuaid continued to be a tower of
strength and support to the growing community.
Week after week, the Sisters assembled in the little
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chapel to listen to his instruction and wise counsel.
The great Bishop never relaxed in his efforts to cultivate in the souls of his daughters a broad and deep
spirituality, to ground them in the spirit of their
holy Institute and thus to prepare them for their
work in the classroom and among the orphans and
the poor. By far, the most practical of the many
educational helps given to the community were the
conferences of the Bishop on the duties of the religious teacher. No one understood human nature
better than he; no one could point out more clearly
the better procedures to be followed as well as the
faults to be avoided in the schoolroom. He particularly warned the Sisters against mediocrity in
their religious and intellectual life. "It is so easy to
fall away from fervor; so easy to drop into humdrum ways," he reminded them. "We must preserve a freshness and earnestness in all things belonging to the spiritual life. Unless you fully realize
the meaning of your consecration to Christ and His
service, there is danger of your growing tepid and
of doing your work with a spirit of listlessness by
which the whole is spoiled."
Although the work of education absorbed most
of the time and energies of the Sisters, they were
not unmindful of the social problems beyond the
classroom. Often they met Catholic young women
deprived of the protection of home and lacking sufficient training to enable them to earn a livelihood.
For these, too, they would make provision in the
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Home of Industry, founded in 1873 as a home and
training school in the domestic arts. God had provided in the foundress a religious who already had
an assured place in the history and affections of
Rochester.
Mother Hieronymo O'Brien was received into
the Sisters of Saint Joseph in April, 1871, at the request of Bishop McQuaid. As a Sister of Charity,
she had founded St. Mary's Hospital in 1857 and
remained director of it until 1870, when she was
transferred to another city. Under her direction, the
hospital had become an institution of such great
civic importance that upon her transfer a resolution
was sent from the City Council expressing appreciation of her work. One year later, Bishop McQuaid
invited her to return to Rochester as a Sister of Saint
Joseph. She was admirably suited to the work of
establishing the Home of Industry, for her soul
overflowed with charity for the poor and the unfortunate, and her business ability was of the highest order.
The first foundation was made in two small
buildings on Edinburgh Street which were purchased
at a cost of seventeen thousand dollars. A short
time after this purchase, the original owner formed
the idea that the undertaking of the Sisters would
not prove a financial success, and he foreclosed the
mortgage. Mother Hieronymo found herself in an
embarrassing position. Divine Providence sustained
her. "God surely watches over and cares for those
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who place their trust in Him," she said. "In the
midst of my trials I never doubted that He would
come to our assistance in His own good time. My
faith in His Providence was rewarded when a worthy
benefactor unexpectedly came to our aid by purchasing for the work a substantial dwelling on South
St. Paul Street at a cost of seven thousand dollars,
and requiring from us for the time only the interest."
The success of the institution was assured from
the beginning. Twelve of the older orphan girls
were transferred from St. Patrick's and soon applications came from other sources. Before many
months, the home was filled to capacity. While
training the girls in needlework, cooking, and the
details of practical housekeeping, the Sisters succeeded in maintaining an atmosphere of home.
Years later, women of Rochester looked back with
grateful love to Mother Hieronymo, who had not
only taught them the art of homemaking, but had
also obtained for them suitable employment and
helped them to establish homes of their own.
Pastors throughout the diocese, eager to comply
with the wishes of the Bishop, were now working
towards the establishment of parish schools. Outside the city of Rochester, St. Mary's Parish, Auburn,
was the first, after Canandaigua, to have a parochial
school. Early in September, 1873, classes for girls
began in the basement of the church. It was not long
before the pastor, the Reverend Miles ]. Loughlin,
D. D ., had a new and larger building, so that, in
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January, 250 boys were received, bringing the total
to 400. The good seed was thus early sown in the
hearts of the children of St. Mary's. It has produced
fruits a hundredfold, especially in vocations to the
priesthood and religious life.
The towns and villages about Rochester had
their quota of Catholic settlers. Most of them had
come from Ireland and Germany to the rich farm
lands, some to the north about Lake Ontario, some
to the east and south, about the Finger Lakes or
in the valley of the Genesee. Their willing arms
and stout hearts, accustomed to sacrifice, had built
churches, and now, at the suggestion of their Bishop,
who thought no parish complete without its school,
they were willing to assume another burden that
their children might enjoy the fruits of Catholic
education. From 1875 to 1879 eight schools were
opened: St. Rose, Lima; Holy Trinity, Webster;
St. Francis de Sales, Geneva; St. Bridget, Rochester;
Nativity, Brockport; St. Agnes, Avon; St. Mary,
Dansville; and St. Patrick, Seneca Falls.
St. Bridget's, like the Cathedral and the Immaculate, developed into a large city school, requiring
seven Sisters when it opened in 1875 under the beloved Father O'Hare. Today, that residential section of Rochester has been absorbed by the growing
commercial interests of the city.
However willingly assumed, the cost of Catholic
education has always been a heavy financial burden. On every possible occasion, Bishop McQuaid
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pleaded the cause of the Catholic &hool in the matter of public support. In an address to a large
group of citizens in 1871 he said:
I am not here tonight to find special fault
with the common schools on any other score
than the single one of banishing religion from
them. I come here as an American citizen,
speaking to American people. I have no other
country. After my God and my religion, my
country is the dearest object of my life. I feel
tonight the blot and disgrace that is upon the
country by the wrong and unjust system of public schools that is now upheld in the land
simply and solely by the power of the majority.
It will be an unfortunate condition of things,
if this great and vital question of education of
the people finds no solution through reason,
common sense and fair play, but must abide as
it is until the majority is found on the side of
justice and right. If prejudice and bigotry stand
in the way, they will stand in the way of the
glory and stability of this country, whose future
God only knows.
In the village of Lima, the fair-minded citizens
allowed the Catholic school to share with the public
school the general tax paid by all the villagers. Only
secular subjects were taught during school hours, religious instruction being given after the close of the
school day. This continued until 1901, when one of
the residents questioned its legality. The matter was

Rochester

67

referred to Superintendent Skinner whose decision
was unfavorable to the Catholics. The State Court
upheld that decision, and the payment of public
moneys ceased.
The pioneer schools had much in common. They
were poorly equipped and often too small. Each
village had its own local history, but through it ran
the same pattern of toil and sacrifice on the part
of priests, religious, and Catholic congregations.
Geneva, Avon, and Dansville were typical.
Geneva, like Canandaigua, is a Finger Lakes city,
located on the northwest corner of Seneca Lake
about thirty miles from Rochester. It was incorporated in 1806 as the first village in western New
York. "The founder had planned the commercial
center on the plateau above the lake, but the dream
never came true. Trade and industry stayed at the
bottom of the hill, although a railroad dared to edge
its way along the lake shore, hidden under the brow
of the Sacred Hill." It was here at the foot of the
hill that St. Francis de Sales Church was built, in
the center of a thriving community mostly of Irish
origin. When Sister Aloysia Lee and six other Sisters
arrived to open the school of three hundred fifty
children in September, 1875, they were "as angels
from heaven" to the onlookers who lined the streets
from the station to the convent. To this day, the
Sisters have a place in the affections of the loyal,
devoted people of Geneva.
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As today it is on the great highway stretching
across .the State, so in the time of the Indians, Avon
was on the Great Trail that led from the Hudson to
Niagara. Even before the days of the white man,
the story of its famous healing mineral waters was
known to the Iroquois. It was still a much-frequented health resort in 1875, when St. Agnes
School opened with three hundred pupils.
Dansville, when Colonel Rochester moved into
it in 1810, was even then a stirring town. When he
left it in 1815, he had built and operated a flour
mill, a large paper mill and a sawmill. He had,
besides, developed an extensive farm in Dansville's
rich soil. By 1845, a large group of German Catholics were settled there and the cornerstone of the
first church was laid, St. Mary's. The school, taught
by lay teachers, had been in existence many years
before the Sisters came in 1877.
While the community was thus extending itself
in an ever-widening circle, it was at the same time
deepening its life at the center. In January, 1877,
Mother Stanislaus completed the west wing of the
Motherhouse by raising it to the height of the main
building. This was the third addition since the purchase in 1871. At the same time a piece of property
contiguous to the convent on the north side was
added.
The first graduation from Nazareth Academy
took place on June 21, 1877, with Miss Jane Leary
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the sole graduate. Three months later in the convent
chapel she became the much-loved Sister Raphael.
As the Congregation grew in numbers and its
field of labor broadened, there came the need of
even greater preparation for the work. With a keen
insight into the needs of the future ·and a resolute
will to meet those needs, Mother Stanislaus had for
some time contempiated sending Sisters abroad for
the more perfect mastery of the French language and
for the study of the best European methods of teaching. She was encouraged in this project by Bishop
McQuaid, who not only desired, but insisted, that no
expense should be spared in preparing the Sisters for
their life work, the education of the young.
At this time Bishop McQuaid was making his
Ad Limina visit to Rome. He visited several of the
normal schools of Belgium and finally decided upon
L'£cole Normale de St. Andre in the ancient city of
Bruges as the one in which the finest training was
being given. Sister Seraphine O'Kane and Sister De
Sales Feely left Nazareth in February, 1879, to begin
their studies there. Eight years later Sister Lucina
Flaherty and Sister Pauline Egan were enrolled in
the same school, with Sister Francis Xavier Byrnes
and Sister Ambrosia Flaherty, the latter two being
still postulants.
It was now twenty-five years since Reverend
Mother Stanislaus had received the holy habit of a
Sister of Saint Joseph. Preferring to spend that anniversary day of February 14 in quiet recollection, she
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and a companion went to St. Mary's Church in
Canandaigua, the scene of her consecration at the
age of fifteen. There she assisted at Holy Mass
and thanked God for the priceless graces of a
quarter of a century. The community numbered
twelve at her entrance; now in ·1882 there were
nearly one hundred Sisters, whose work she had directed most successfully for fourteen years.
In the spring of the same year, Bishop McQuaid,
though fully appreciating the zeal and administrative ability of Mother Stanislaus, thought it best to
make a change in the government of the community.
He accordingly appointed Mother Agnes as General
Superior. Some time later Mother Stanislaus and
Sister Ursula went to the South for a few weeks of
much-needed rest. While she was there, Mother
Stanislaus decided to accept the invitation of the
Most Reverend Louis M. Fink to establish a com·munity of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in his Diocese
of Leavenworth, Kansas. She and her two sisters,
Sister Francis Joseph Leary and Sister Josephine
Leary, therefore left Rochester to begin what is now
the large and flourishing community of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Concordia. The parting brought
deep grief to everyone, for the ties that bound the
Sisters to Mother Stanislaus were strong and sacred.
In the Providence of God they were all to share by
their sacrifice in the further extension of His
Kingdom.
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When Mother Agnes became Superior in 1882,
Sisters of Saint Joseph were teaching in twelve parochial schools of the diocese, besides Nazareth Academy. Three orphan asylums and the Home of Industry were also under their care. The formative
period of the community had passed; its future
growth and development were assured. Mother
Agnes made several new appointments: Sister Marcella Regan was named Directress of the Academy;
Sister Scholastica, principal of the Cathedral, Sister
Matilda Flaherty of the Immaculate and Sister
Justina Carroll of St. Bridget's, all names which
evoke memories of long faithful years. Sister Rose
Hendrick was appointed Community Supervisor of
Schools. This was a new office, created to strengthen
and unify the educational ~ork of the community by
bringing all the schools under the supervision of one
person with special training for this work.
All through these years, God had asked the
community to sacrifice some of its ablest members,
many of them young and full of promise. Among
these was Sister Seraphine O'Kane. The Sisters
often spoke of her and of the burning ardor of her
brief religious life, so like a seraph, they thought.
To keep alive her sweet memory, Mother Agnes
promised to give the name to the first candidate to
whom she would giv,e the habit. Thus it was, that
when Mary Glavin of the Immaculate parish came
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to the altar to receive the holy habit, she received
the name of Seraphine. God gave her the gift of
years, sixty-four of them vowed to Him, during
which she endeared herself to all by her sweet and
gentle manner, until He called her in 1948.
Two more schools opened in 1883 - St. Patrick's, Dansville and St. Michael's, Penn Yan. The
latter is a lovely village at the foot of Keuka, the
"Lady" of the Finger Lakes, in one of the richest
farm and fruit belts in the East. Its name is a compromise between its Pennsylvania founders and the
Yankees from New England- Penn Yan. The beginnings there were modest enough; the one building housed both the school and the convent. But
the Catholics of Penn Yan were kind and generous;
the women vied with one another in their delicate
attentions and the names of many of them are treasured today in the community archives.
The year 1883 was a year of unparalleled prosperity and remarkable growth in the city of Rochester. New streets had been opened, older ones
repaired; Central Avenue Bridge had been built,
Powers Hotel completed, railway facilities extended
as far as the lake. A well-known citizen of that era,
standing at the corner of Main and State Streets in
1884, predicted that the Four Corners would always
remain the business center of Rochester. "But," he
added, "the city is growing marvelously to the northwest." Be that as it may, it was to the northwest that
Bishop McQuaid turned for the vast tracts of land
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which his foresight envisioned as necessary for the
needs of the growing diocese.
One of these tracts, purchased by the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, was the Pritchard estate on Lake Avenue, consisting of a beautiful stone residence, two
other houses and seventy-two acres of land extending from Lake Avenue to the railroad on the west.
On the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul, July 19, 1884,
the Bishop solemnly blessed the new house and gave
it the name of Nazareth Hall, a private academy for
boys. Concluding his sermon on that day he said:
"If the success attending the work of the years already passed, since the Sisters of Saint Joseph began
their educational labor in the Diocese of Rochester,
is any guarantee for the future, then surely the years
to come must produce great fruit."
That same year the Immaculate Conception
School was opened in Ithaca. The following year
Holy Apostles and Our Lady of Victory parishes
opened schools. The latter has had an interesting
history. Organized in 1848 by a group of French
Catholics, the parish later included immigrants
from Belgium and Holland. More than half the
funds for the present church building on Pleasant
Street came from friends of Monsignor De Regge
in Europe. Six years after Father Notebaert was
named pastor, he opened the school in what was
formerly a stable. Sister Berchmans Frison, a native
Belgian who had emigrated here under the direction
of Monsignor De Regge, was in charge. The school
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at first was very small, but when a beautiful new
building was erected some time later, parents sent
their children in large numbers. This school was
closed in 1947.
Again the Sisters were asked to take over the
care of the orphans, this time in Auburn. Early in
1887, Father Mulheron, pastor of St. Mary's Church,
purchased a large frame building on North Street.
It had formerly been used as a boarding school and
was adaptable in size and location for his purpose.
In May, the orphanage, open to boys and girls, was
placed in charge of Sister De Chantal Feely, who for
several years had had the care of the orphans of St.
Patrick's Asylum in Rochester. The institution was
incorporated according to the laws of the State under
the name of St. Joseph's Home. The demands for
admission soon became so great that it was found
necessary to enlarge the building. The support of
the institution was a heavy financial burden to the
Catholics of that vicinity, yet they carried it willingly and generously until 1910, when the children
were transferred to Rochester.
Besides the orphan asylum, two more schools
were opened during this year: St. Alphonsus,
Auburn, and Holy Cross, Charlotte. In the latter
parish the pastor was not sympathetic with the
work because it added to the already large indebtedness. The merest needs of the Sisters were only
scantily met. However, Mother Sylvester and her
companions soon made the poor convent not only
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habitable but even cheerful and inviting. It required
much tact and prudence to carry on the work.
Finally, after ten years, the Sisters were withdrawn
and the school remained closed for some time, later
reopening under the Sisters of Mercy.
When a Sister of Saint Joseph pronounces her
vows, she promises to practice the most cordial
charity towards her neighbor, whom she desires to
serve by the exercise of all the works of mercy, both
spiritual and corporal, as required by the Institute.
One of these spiritual works, that of instructing and
consoling the prisoners in penal institutions, was
carried on in Le Puy long ago. The Sisters now entered upon this apostolate in Rochester. At the request of the Board of Visitors of the State Industrial
School, located on Backus Street, the Bishop named
three Sisters to visit that institution on Sunday afternoons: Sister Marcella Regan, Sister Boniface
Schorpp, and Sister Raphael Leary. One Sister instructed the girls and the other two the boys. While
the work was difficult, there were many consolations
and God often rewarded the efforts of the Sisters
with startling conversions. In 1904, this school was
transferred to Industry.
In November, 1888, Mother Hieronymo saw the
accomplishment of another great aim of her lifethe completion of the new Home of Industry on
Main Street East. The old Home on South Street
had long been unfit for its purpose, and the surroundings had become very undesirable. Some years
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before, Mother Hieronymo had started a building
fund with the donations of generous benefactors.
To this sum the Catholic women of Rochester had
added five thousand dollars, so that when the building on East Main Street was complete, Mother
Hieronymo truly could say, "Every brick and stone
of this institution is a monument to the generosity
of the good people of Rochester." Domestic Science
in its various branches continued to be taught; special facilities were provided for laundry work, for
sewing, and for lace making. The institution also
provided a comfortable home in a pleasant locality
for Catholic young women who had left their own
homes to find employment in Rochester. Everyone
who knew Mother Hieronymo, and she had friends
without number, rejoiced with her on the occasion
of the opening of the new Home.
In 1889, it was again found· necessary to add to
the Academy wing of the Motherhouse. New classrooms, music rooms, a library and an art studio answered the needs of an ever-increasing enrollment.
The preparation of teachers too went forward. This
same year Sister Teresina Hayes and Sister Luigia
Ashe, both of whom were postulants at the time,
sailed for Genoa, Italy, for two years of study in the
Collegia Marcelline.
During the next three years, the Sisters were
asked to take charge of four new schools. St. Francis
Xavier School opened in January, 1889, with ninety
pupils in two rooms in the rear of the church. By
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September, the number had grown to one hundred
forty and the school was transferred to a separate
building. Father Hargarther, the pastor, purchased
a farm house which he had moved to Bay Street and
this served as the Sisters' home until 1902 when the
present beautiful convent was erected.
In September of the same year, 1889, the fourth
large city school was opened - Corpus Christi, to
care for the children in the eastern section of the
city. The Reverend James J. Leary, brother of Sister
Raphael, was the beloved pastor and his devoted
congregation gave ready and generous support to
the new school. This parish had a very rapid growth
and, in 1920, the school was the largest parochial
school in the city. Despite the encroachment of industry, the parish, under the Right Reverend Monsignor William M. Hart, P. A., has maintained its
early vigor, and the school with a faculty of. seventeen teachers is still among the largest in the diocese.
St. John's School, Greece, opened in September,
1890, and Holy Rosary in January, 1891. Both
schools grew rapidly and Holy Rosary is today the
second largest school in the diocese.
Mother Hieronymo observed her Golden Jubilee
on February 16, 1891. Bishop McQuaid celebrated
a Solemn Pontifical Mass in Corpus Christi Church,
assisted by many priests of the diocese. Friends of
the venerable jubilarian filled the church. Persons
of every denomination called later at the Home on
East Main Street to offer congratulations, which
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Mother Hieronymo received with characteristic affability and cordiality.
In his address the Bishop referred to his long
acquaintance with Mother Hieronymo, "when she
nursed me in sickness at Fordham when I was a
mere stripling." He praised her countless works of
charity and concluded: "We know you, Mother, and
fear not to speak the truth. You will not suffer from
pride and self-conceit. Your career has been a
worthy one and we gather around you as children
around a dear old grandmother whom they love.
Good old model of Christian virtue and charity, may
some of the good things which can be said of you
today, be said of us when our life works are reviewed." He then presented her with three thousand dollars, a gift from the many who had known
her kindness.
The gradual sale of lots on the Lake A venue
property now enabled the community to begin the
erection of a new chapel at Nazareth. On December
20, 1891, the Bishop, assisted by Monsignor De
Regge, offered up the Holy Sacrifice there for the
first time. The Sisters were happy that now at last
they had a chapel worthy of the abiding Presence
of their Eucharistic Lord.
The chapel was Gothic in style. The altar of
carved wood, with high Gothic background, contained in the front panel, in high relief, a beautiful
Crucifixion group of life-size figures, while beneath
the altar table another relief of Da Vinci's "Last
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Supper" made a very appropriate setting. The Stations of the Cross, newly erected at this time, and
now in the chapel of the Motherhouse in Pittsford,
are the work of the celebrated Meyer of Munich.
The windows, those now in the chapel of Nazareth
Academy Convent, are from the same school of art,
exquisitely colored and well chosen for a convent
chapel.
The year 1893 marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Episcopal See of Rochester and also the
Silver Jubilee of the Consecration of its Bishop.
Two events marked the celebration - the opening
of St. Bernard's Seminary, and a public exhibition of
the work of the parochial schools of the city. One
of the leading daily papers gave this account of the
latter:
At 2:30 Friday afternoon, the educational
exhibit of the Catholic schools of the city
opened to the public in Cathedral Hall, at the
corner of Frank and Brown Streets. The members of the Board of Education, Superintendent
Noyes, and other gentlemen interested in educational work, viewed the exhibit at eleven
o'clock. This is the first time that such an exhibition has been given to the city and it will
afford a fine opportunity to the general public
to learn what is being done in these schools.
Then follows a long description of the exhibits, the
arrangement and program of the children and finally
the Bishop's talk at the close:
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Dear Children: I regret that we have not with
us today the other 6,000 children of our Catholic schools of Rochester . ... We are proud of
our Catholic children and of the wonderful development of our Catholic schools. What has
been done is most significant. ... As Bishop I
could not have done it had not my priests stood
by my side and echoed my sentiments to the
people, until it came to be understood in
Rochester that a Catholic education in a Catholic school is the only education fit for Catholic
children .... If in the twenty-five years that
have gone there have been trials, they have
been more than compensated for today.
The Bishop, who gloried in the growth of the
Church, reviewed later, at a Silver Jubilee celebration in the Cathedral, the history of the diocese over
its quarter of a century; the number of parochial
schools had increased from five to thirty-four, the
number of pupils from a few hundred to over thirteen thousand.
Formal dedication of St. Bernard's Seminary was
deferred until the Feast of St. Bernard, August 20.
It was the fulfillment of twenty years of dreaming,
planning and laboring for the Bishop and he must
share his joy with all. Members of the various religious orders accepted his cordial invitation to visit
the beautiful ·buildings: Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of
Notre Dame, Sisters of Charity, Religious of the
Sacred Heart, Sisters of Saint Joseph.
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Three Sisters of the community were assigned at
this time to supervise the domestic work of the Seminary: Sister Angela Keenan, Sister Solano Scherer,
and Sister Robertine Manion. They were only the
first of many who, through thirty-nine years, ministered to the needs of hundreds of priests who call
St. Bernard's their Alma Mater.
In May, 1894, the Bishop ordained the first two
priests from St. Bernard's- the Reverend Arthur A.
Hughes of the Immaculate and the Reverend Owen
Farron of Seneca Falls. Since both boys had received
their elementary education in the parochial schools
of the diocese, and since vocations to the priesthood
were multiplying, the · Sisters felt that God was
visibly blessing their work, and that the seeds of
piety sown in the tender hearts of the young were
beginning to yield the richest kind of fruit.
It was now twenty-five years since Mother Agnes
had received the habit in the chapel of St. Mary's
Boys' Home. On August 2, Bishop McQuaid offered the Jubilee Mass in the Nazareth chapel. In
the evening, there was one of those delightful community -celebrations that occur so often in religious
life. The Sisters gathered around their . Mother,
some two hundred of them, while in music, song
and verse, they assured her of their grateful love.
The beautiful new pipe organ, gift of the Sisters,
was installed in the chapel at this time. It is the
one now in use at the Motherhouse.
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Since the Diocese of Rochester, from its very beginning, had taken the lead in parochial school education, it is not surprising to find that here, in the
summer of 1896, was inaugurated the first Diocesan
Conference for religious teachers ever held in the
United States. Since 1904, the Diocesan Conference
has been held annually. About two hundred fifty
religious, many secular teachers, and about twentyfive priests attended this first one. Representatives
came from Chicago, Boston, Wheeling, W. Va.,.
Kalamazoo, Mich., and from Buffalo, Brooklyn,
Elmira, and other places in New York State. One
of Bishop McQuaid's best exhortations to religious
was given at that time:
You meet here today in a spirit of unity,
harmony, and sympathy. You are all Sisters
varying, it is true, in costume, in rules and in
customs, but still sisters in common religion
and in a common cause . . . . You have a common father, a common ruler and the best superiors, all united by the bonds of religion for
a common purpose. The same divine impulse
dominates your life.. ..
The purpose of your life in becoming religious was that you might consecrate all the
faculties of your mind, your soul, your body,
to the highest service of God possible for
women .... A higher sacrifice than yours I do
not know, nor am I aware of one from which
a greater good is bound to come. Time and
again, I have pondered over the lives of the
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early martyrs of the Church and have marveled
at the power that enabled young women to face
death in its most horrible forms, to lay down
their lives for Christ, and with a smile to bare
their necks to the knife of the executioner. But
what is the torture of a moment, what the sufferings of one brief second to a life of continual
martyrdom! When a soul kneels before the
altar of God in early life, at a time when the
world presents such bright, alluring pictures,
when the ties of home are sweetest, and there
offers to Him all the bright prospects of future
happiness and enjoyment, and afterwards perseveres through long years of patient toil without murmuring, without regrets, using all the
energies of fresh youth, and young womanhood,
and even unto old age, to teach and bring forth
souls amid labors and anxiety, in spite of fatigue and weariness, there indeed is martyrdom
which merits the crown of a martyr.
The battle for God's Church in this country
must qe waged in the school room. I do not
mean by the children of the aristocracy, but by
the children of the masses, those attending our
parochial schools. They are the ones who 'Yill
help shape the future prosperity of this co~ntry.
Many of these children were now entering the
teaching profession themselves. About this time the
State Legislature enacted a law entitled . "An Act to
Promote and Encourage the Profession and Training
of Teachers." On January 31, 1896, the State Super-
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intendent of Public Instruction issued a circular outlining the required course of study for high schools
whose graduates sought admission to the state training schools. That there might be no doubt about
the qualifications of its graduates, Nazareth Academy sent a copy of its regular course to the Department of Public Instruction. Within a week, Superintendent Skinner replied "that we have carefully
examined the course of study for Nazareth Academy
and find that it fully conforms with the requirements
laid down in our approved course of study in reference to chapter 1031, of the laws of 1895, and that
we hereby approve the same."
The following year, 1897, four more schools
. were entrusted to the community: St. Stanislaus,
which became a flourishing Polish school in Rochester; St. Mary's, Elmira; Sacred Heart, Perkinsville;
St. Joseph's, Wayland. The last three had become
a part of the Rochester Diocese when a Papal
Brief dated December 10, 1896, annexed the counties of Chemung, Steuben, Tioga, and Schuyler. The
Wayland and Perkinsville schools had been in
charge of the Franciscan Sisters and the School
Sisters of Notre Dame. St. Mary's, Elmira, was
opening for the first time with Mother Sylvester as
Principal.
The newspapers of February 1, 1898, carried the
headline: "A Sainted Woman Dead." Mother Hieronymo O'Brien had died in her loved Home of In-
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dustry, East Main Street, on January 31. The newspaper account continued:
With the passing away of Mother Hieronymo, there closed a life, which more than
that of any other woman, had shaped the philanthropic and religious life of the city, upon
which she had left an indelible stamp and farreaching influence....
She was possessed of strong intellectuality
and great · executive ability, with a dete.rmination and faith in the success of her undertakings for the Master's cause, that made her invincible in the face of obstacles. With this
strong character was combined a gentle humility
and wonderful human sympathy which made
her beloved by all who knew her, but which
caused her to shrink with positive pain from
anything that approached praise. No one could
come in contact with her beautiful life of piety
and abnegation without becoming the better
for it. ...
Mother Hieronymo's works will live after
her, perpetuating and carrying ever outward
and onward the circle of blessings of which her
life was the center and the cause. She sought
no honor herself, but it came to pass that no
resident of Rochester was held in higher honor
by Rochesterians of every class and creed than
she. Her name in religion is a household word
never pronounced or heard without a suggestion of reverence and affection .... She had put
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away from her the world, all save its sorrow
and its suffering. Her life was saintly, a life
that has left the world the better for it, spiritually as well as materially, a life that testified
to her faith.
Now it was the southwestern section of the city
which was developing. So many were seeking homes
in what was then a suburb of Rochester that two
schools opened the same year- 1898- one, St.
Augustine's on Chili Avenue and the other, St.
Monica's on Genesee Street. St. Augustine's was a
four-grade school conducted in the small mission
chapel. St. Monica's had six grades in four rooms
of the combination church and school building.
Teachers from both schools, in the beginning, lived
at the Orphan Asylum from which they walked each
day through the scarce-opened streets to their small
classrooms. Today both parishes have, besides their
beautiful churches, well-equipped schools and convents. St. Monica's is the largest parochial school in
the diocese.
The need for a new Normal School became more
imperative as the demand for teachers became more
insistent. Mother Agnes had for some years been
planning the erection of such a school on the spacious grounds on Dewey A venue. The work, commenced early in the spring of 1898, was completed
towards the close of November and the formal dedication of the building took place on December 27,
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1898. After the ceremony of blessing, the Bishop
said:
I dedicate today to the honor and glory of
Almighty God, a house of virtue and piety, of
study and learning. The community of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph is dedicated to these
works of piety, of study and learning. There
is no sight in Christendom more inspiring,
more uplifting and more gladdening to the
world than that of women caring for the orphans, nursing and ministering to the sick in
hospitals, lifting up and succoring the brokendown and aged, and even going as missionaries
to the uttermost quarters of the earth.
This community, adapting itself to the diocese in which it is found, has entered a field of
work in which the care and instruction of the
young is their chief object. The Sister teacher
must be thoroughly prepared for her work by
proper training, in order that she may protect
the young confided to her care from the dangers that beset them.
For the better preparation of the young
teacher to meet the needs of the day, we are
establishing here a Normal religious school,
first for the training of the Sister teacher only,
but in time to give to young lay teachers also
the advantages they now look for elsewhere.
May God's blessing be on this house and upon
all who teach and study herein, that they may
grow in mind and soul, in virtue and piety, in

88

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

usefulness and efficiency so as to accomplish
perfectly the work of their calling.
The following March 19, 1899, twenty-four
young women, accompanied by Sister Ursula
Murphy and Sister Alcantara Carroll, arrived from
Ireland to become members of the community. They
went immediately to the Normal, where they were
the first to enter upon their studies in the new Normal School. Sister Pauline Egan, trained in the
Normal School of Bruges, was appointed Mistress
of Studies.
On February 14, 1900, the community learned
of the death in La Grange, Illinois, of Reverend
Mother Stanislaus, the first Superior General of the
Rochester foundation. She had passed away quietly,
among the Sisters of the community she had been
instrumental in founding, on the very day that
marked the forty-fourth anniversary of her religious
reception. ·The news of her death touched many
hearts in the Rochester community, where her name
was held in veneration by those whom she had
trained to the spiritual life. Mother Stanislaus was
endowed by nature with an amiable disposition, a
childlike simplicity and an attractive personality
that won all he_arts. Though much of her life had
been spent beneath the shadow of the cross, it was,
nevertheless, a life singularly blest in its accomplishments. Two great communities in the Middle
West owe their origin, at least in part, to her, who,
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together with the late Mother Anastasia of Buffalo,
bore the distinction of being the first Sister of Saint
Joseph to receive the habit of the Congregation in
the State of New York.
In May of this year the community lost another
of its devoted friends among the clergy. This time
it was the beloved Vicar-General of the diocese,
Father Kiernan. He was known and loved throughout Rochester, and the city papers vied with one
another in paying tribute to his memory. The following editorial appeared in one of them:
It is not too much to say that Father Kiernan was one of the best loved priests anywhere
within the broad sphere of the Catholic Church,
and it may be doubted whether many men of
his years have exercised so strong a spiritual
influence on so many people through direct personal ministry.
He had a strong faith, never tainted by a
touch of hesitation; he took up the duty, the
authority, and the obedience of the priesthood
with enthusiasm, but he had a soldier's sense
of discipline; he kept, among the cares and
responsibilities of his manhood, the freshness
and simplicity of a boy. He was always modest,
but never shy, and from the moment that he
went to the Cathedral parish as an assistant,
he became through the mere grace and beauty
of his personality, a most potent religious influence among its thousands of members.
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To him, those that were heavily laden and
afflicted turned with unerring instinct. He was
called wherever there was sorrow, sickness, or
death. Weakness in childhood, sin in old age
claimed his care; and though the strain broke
his bodily strength, it never weakened so much
as a fiber of his spirit. He might not always be
able to heal the hurt; but his gentle voice, his
tender sympathy, and his religious trust, were
at least a balm to the wound.
Father Kiernan had that seemingly natural
inclination to goodness that is found in the best
type of manhood; a goodness that faith refines
and strengthens. He represented Christianity
in action; he saw what he conceived to be the
plain duty of a servant of Christ and he did it.
In the Jubilee Year of 1900, Reverend Mother
Agnes, Sister Marcella, and Sister Irmina accepted
the invitation of Bishop Clancy to visit Ireland,
hoping again to secure some worthy vocations for
the Rochester community. Bishop McQuaid was to
make his Ad Limina visit to Rome at the same time,
accompanied by Dr. Hanna of St. Bernard's Seminary and Father McDonald of Geneva. Mother
Agnes and her companions spent their time in
Ireland and England, visiting the various convents
and institutions of learning, while the Bishop and
priests went on to Rome.
In June of the following year, Sister Agnes
Joseph Edelman and Sister Eleanor Keogh left
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Nazareth for study abroad, this time in the Normal
School of Wiirttemberg, Germany, where, at Bonlanden in the Alps, the Franciscan Sisters conducted
a large convent boarding school for young women
preparing for the teaching profession. Sister Agnes
Joseph devoted herself to the study of music, especially violin, while Sister Eleanor studied French.
Both Sisters taught English in the Normal School.
During their year's stay, they visited Munich, Stuttgart, Cologne, Strassburg, and many of the other
large and then beautiful cities of Germany. They
remembered especially a pilgrimage to the shrine of
Our Lady of Einsiedeln in the Alps. Tradition says
that this shrine, like that of Le Puy, was divinely
consecrated. The Benedictine Abbey there is renowned for its music and singing. On the way
home, the Sisters visited the Sisters of Saint Joseph
at La Garenne, just outside of Paris. Mother Andre
Philippe was in charge of the boarding school and
when the Sisters said good-bye, one of them remarked: "We shall meet you again sometime,
somewhere." Mother Andre Philippe recalled that
when those same two Sisters visited her a few years
ago in Quebec, where she was the Mother General
of a large and flourishing community of Sisters of
Saint Joseph.
It was in the convent of Bonlanden that Sister
Boniface Schorpp and several other members of the
community were educated before coming to America.
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Those Franciscan Sisters too have since emigrated
to America and have a convent in Buffalo.
The work of the schools was progressing. The
Cathedral School in 1901 opened with a registration
of one thousand. In March of that same year the
Inspector from the Board of Regents, Albany, wrote
after a visit to Nazareth Academy: "I was most favorably impressed with the general excellence of
this school. On every hand, not only in the academic department but also in the grades the conduct
and work of the pupils were of a kind to indicate
careful management and skillful teaching."
Eight parochial schools were opened during the
next .four years- two each year: St. Aloysius, Auburn, and Blessed Sacrament, Rochester; St. Patrick's, Corning, and St. Casimir's, a Polish school
in Elmira; St. Stephen's, Geneva, and St. Mary's,
Waterloo; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rochester,
and St. Charles, Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Although there was great need for the Sisters in
the home diocese, Bishop McQuaid felt he could not
refuse the request of his friend, Father Lynch, Pastor of St. Charles Church, Bridgeport, Connecticut,
when he asked for seven Sisters to open his school
in 1905. The Sisters remained there until his death
in 1913, when they were recalled to Rochester. The
years between were happy, fruitful years during
which Father Lynch proved a devoted pastor.
One other work Bishop McQuaid yearned to do
before God called him to the reward of his labors -
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to provide a home for the aged Catholics of the diocese. Two extensive fairs conducted during Easter
Week of 1904 netted $55,000 for this project. With
this fund, the Bishop began the construction of St.
Ann's Home for the Aged, which was opened and
dedicated in 1906. Sister Eusebius, who had long
been associated with Mother Hieronymo, was named
Superior, and the aged and infirm were transferred
from the Home of Industry on East Main Street.
That building was then purchased by the Sisters of
Saint Joseph and was converted into a conservatory
of art and music known as St. Agnes Institute.
December 8, 1904, was a day of great joy
throughout the Catholic world, being the fiftieth
anniversary of the pronouncement of the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception. It was also the fiftieth
anniversary of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in the
Diocese of Rochester. Sister Geraldine Kavanaugh
and Sister Irmina Clancy were privileged to attend
the ceremonies in St. Peter's, Rome, having gone to
Europe for study but a short time before. Writing
on the evening of the great day, Sister Geraldine
said:
I never again expect to witness outside of
heaven so glorious a scene as that of this morning. You are familiar with the interior of St.
Peter's from pictures, so you can imagine the
effect made on the grandeur of this temple by
suspending from the dome a beautiful painting of the Immaculate Conception, crowned
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with twelve stars lighted with electricity, and
the whole set in the midst of golden clouds
and surrounded by cherubs from each of which
radiated bars of electric bulbs in groups of five.
Before the Mass, the Pope unveiled a mosaic of
our Blessed Mother, which is crowned with the
world's gift, a coronal of diamond stars. From
where we sat we had a fine view of Perosi leading his choir.
At the Elevation, numberless silver trumpets in the great dome showered down their
liquid notes upon the altar beneath and the
whole edifice was filled with a flood of angelic
harmony that seemed to burst through the
heavens and deluge the great edifice, to glorify
the Eucharistic God and His Immaculate
Mother.
After three weeks in Rome, Sister Geraldine and
Sister Irmina went on to Florence, where Sister
Irmina studied violin with the celebrated Sartoni.
Sister Geraldine devoted herself to visiting the art
galleries and copying some of the paintings of the
masters. Many of them are to be seen at the Motherhouse today, priceless treasures of art.
Just fifty-one years after the Sisters arrived in
Canandaigua, the last Mass was said in the historic
old church of St. Mary's. The solemn tones of the
Requiescant in the Mass for the dead of the parish
were the last words chanted in the old church. After
the last Amen the tones of the organ died away
and a somber stillness never again to be broken by
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the sacred chant, settled down over transept and
nave, over sanctuary choir, over the whole sacred
edifice, where for so long the voices of priests and
people had daily mingled in supplication, thanksgiving, and praise. The beautiful new church located on the main highway was dedicated on Sunday,
December 17, Bishop McQuaid being present and
preaching the dedicatory sermon.
Adjoining the new church property and facing
Gibson Street, is the convent. Known as the Granger
House, this building was purchased in 1873 as a
home for the Sisters and, until1901, for the orphans
also. The house was built in 1834 and is one of the
historic homes of western New York.
Besides St. Ann's Home and St. Agnes Institute,
three schools were staffed by the community in 1906.
St. Anthony's, Rochester, was a new school for children of Italian origin. St. Cecilia's, Elmira, began
with about two hundred children; SS. Peter and
Paul's, Elmira, had been in charge of the Sisters of
Mary, who had also conducted the private academy
in Elmira known as Holy Angels. They were recalled to their Motherhouse in July and the Sisters
of Saint Joseph took up the work there in September. The Sisters remained at St. Cecilia's until 1917,
when the Sisters of Mercy assumed charge.
That same year, the scope of the Cathedral High
School was considerably broadened by the addition
of the last two years of the classical course. Sister
Prudentia O'Connor was appointed principal and
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the term began with ninety-eight students in the
commercial and academic departments . Bishop
Hickey, at that time rector of the Cathedral, had
founded the school in 1902 in order to give
pupils finishing the ninth grade an opportunity to
continue their education. The first year there were
seven pupils with one teacher; only commercial subjects were taught. In 1904 the academic department
was opened. Until the full measure of the episcopal
duties fell upon him in 1909, Bishop Hickey himself
taught the daily Religion classes. He believed firmly
in Catholic education beyond the elementary stage
and his spirit bravely weathered the storms until he
saw his dream realized in the present Aquinas
Institute.
· The list of those whom God had called Home
was steadily growing. Some had gone in the flower
of youth; others had spent many years training the
hearts and minds of God's little ones. All were
women of strong virtue, full of the love of God and
eager to do His holy Will. One of these was Sister
Raphael Leary who died in 1907. She was a woman
of rare personal charm with a tender, loving sympathy that embraced everyone. The Sisters would
always remember her as a true daughter of Saint
Joseph who, in joy and sorrow, "cherished meekness,
humility, and sincerity."
A new work claimed the attention of the community in 1907. The Catholics of Elmira had long
desired a hospital in that city. When Mr. John J.

Rochester

97

Hassett knew that the Academy of Our Lady of the
Angels, conducted by the Sisters of Mary, was offered for sale, he thought it the opportune time to
approach Bishop McQuaid with the suggestion that
the building might be converted into a hospital.
Dr. John A. Westlake also supported this plan and
did much to further it. Bishop McQuaid consulted
Mother Agnes who soon after made a visit to the
convent of SS. Peter and Paul, then next to the
Academy on Market Street. She had been there
only a few hours when a visitor was announcedDr. Daniel Murphy, whom she had never met before. Some of his colleagues had urged him to present not only their petition for Sisters for the hospital but also their promise to support the project
to the best of their ability. The sincerity of the doctor impressed Mother Agnes as well as the urgent
need which he so eloquently pleaded, and she
consented to undertake the work.
While the building was being renovated, Sister
Rose Alice and Sister St. Ann prepared themselves
for their new assignment. The hospital was dedicated by Bishop Hickey on August 24, 1908, and
by the end of that year the staff numbered six: Sister
Rose Alice, Administrator, Sister St. Ann, Sister
Jerome, Sister Mary John, Sister Ruth, and Sister
Caroline.
The first years were difficult; there were no conveniences and there was little money with which to
purchase equipment which might have lightened the

98

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

labor of the devoted Sisters, doctors, and nurses.
Only faith in Him for Whom they worked, trust in
His Providence, and love for the sick and suffering
carried them through those days. But the city of
Elmira had taken St. Joseph's to its heart and the
buildings today stand as proof of its loyalty and
generosity.
The third annual conference of the teachers of
the diocese, held in August 1907, was the last at
which Bishop McQuaid was to preside. His message
to the Sisters was brief and inspiring:
Remember, dear children, that every word
of yours, every aspiration of your mind, every
pulsation of your heart, offered in love, to God
alone, is a continual prayer all through the day
and all through the year. Yours is, indeed, a
consecrated life. Let us give to Him, the Lord
and Master of us all, the honor and the glory
and the thanks that He has been pleased to use
our modest endeavors in His cause and for His
purpose.
On January 6, 1908, the new Nazareth Hall
Academy for Boys located on the corner of Alameda
Street and Raines Park was ready. After the sale of
the Lake Avenue property the school had been
moved to Frank Street. That building was no longer
adequate and the present modern building for
boarders and day students was erected. An addition
was built in 1931.
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Christmas of 1908 came to Nazareth with its
wonted joy and happiness. There was a tinge of
sadness about the festivities, however, when it became known that the Bishop, now very ill, had sent
for Mother Agnes to give to her his last spiritual
bequest. He was sitting up in his bed when Mother
and the Sisters entered. As soon as they were seated
he began to talk. All the old reserve was gone; only
the deep tenderness of his love for his spiritual children remained. His voice was clear and strong, his
diction as precise as ever, as, fixing his keen gray
eyes upon them, he said:
My career is nearly over, and I go to God to
be judged by what I have done- we shall all
be judged by that. The humblest Sister in your
community can gain as much merit as the doer
of great deeds if she but have the right intention in her work. It must be done for God
alone.
Your community, Mother, is engaged in
many kinds of work, but its greatest work is the
education of the young. In the upbuilding of
this diocese many battles have been fought,
many victories have been won, but the schools
are my greatest glory.
He then called for his nurse, Sister St. Ann, and
asked her to bring him a large crucifix from an adjoining room. Pointing to it he said: "This is for
Nazareth. Give it a place in your chapel as a little
memorial of your old Bishop whose life is fast ebb-
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in:g away. The one like this is to go to St. Bernard's
Seminary.''
Three weeks later, January 19, 1909, the Bishop
passed to his eternal reward. He was a doer and a
builder and fulfilled to the end the precept he himself had chosen: "The salvation of souls is the supreme law."
Before his death, Bishop McQuaid had promised to send Sisters to the Reverend Dean Barry for
his school in Oswego. It was Bishop McQuaid's
interest in parochial school education that had impelled Dean Barry to visit him just a month before
the prelate's death, to ask for Sisters for St. Paul's.
Dean Barry himself taught in the Academy, and in
order to lose no time from his classes had journeyed to Rochester on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. Bishop McQuaid so admired the zeal
of the devoted pastor that he could not refuse the
request. In September, 1909, Mother Sylvester, Sister Cassiana, and two other Sisters left Nazareth for
Oswego.
St. Patrick's, Mount Morris; St. Anthony's,
Elmira; Villa Marie, Wayland; Sacred Heart,
Rochester, were all opened in 1911. Villa Marie is
a home for sick and aged Sisters, and is located in
one of the highest spots in New York State. Sacred
Heart, now the school of the Pro-Cathedral, began
with a registration of 150 pupils and a faculty of
three Sisters. Today it has a student enrollment of
925 and a faculty of twenty Sisters. The magnifi-
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cent church and modern school building, both on
Flower City Park, and the beautiful convent on Lake
Avenue are fruits of the zeal and planning of the
founder and present pastor, the Right Reverend
Monsignor George V. Burns.
In 19J.2, De Sales High School, Geneva, opened
with two classes: a first year academic class and a
first year secretarial. It soon outgrew the accommodations which St. Francis de Sales School offered and
moved to its present site on High Street. The main
building is now being enlarged to include new
classrooms, laboratories and library, while a separate new building will contain an auditorium and
gymnasmm.
To very few does God entrust the artistic talent
He gave to Sister Geraldine Kavanaugh. When she
died in July, 1916, she left to the community not
only the memory of her deeply spiritual personality
and her attractive, cultured manner, but also her
numerous paintings. Among these are the "Mater
Admirabilis," the "Saint Teresa," the "Death of
Saint Joseph," the "Christ Blessing Little Children,"
the "Joan of Arc," and the famous "Madonna of
the Chair," which she painted while she was in
Florence.
Another milestone was reached in June, 1916,
when the Commencement Exercises of Nazareth
Academy were held in the new building on Lake
Avenue. The new Academy was formally opened
the following September when hundreds of students
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filled the bright, airy classrooms. From the upper
floors they could look over the city for miles, so
high is the elevation upon which the building is
erected.
Mother Agnes often came for a visit, and, as she
walked through the wide corridors, she was glad
that so many girls were now enjoying the increased
facilities of the beautiful Academy: the well-stocked
library, the fully-equipped laboratories, the large
auditorium.
The next January, the Academy faculty left the
Jay Street Motherhouse for their new home on Lake
View Park, adjoining the Academy. This was but
the beginning of the many changes God was preparing for the community, which had now outgrown
the home hallowed by the many joys and sorrows of
early strivings.
Small personal griefs were absorbed in the great
world-wide tragedy that involved the nation in
April, 1917, when the United States entered the
First World War. The following year, the influenza
epidemic spread over the country and many Sisters
volunteered to care for the sufferers. In Mount
Morris, it was especially severe among the poor in
the Italian district. The Sisters went from house to
house at first caring for the stricken. When the
authorities converted the town theatre into a temporary hospital, the religious nursed the sick there.
One of them, Sister Francis Xavier Byrnes, contracted the disease and died within a week. Sister
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St. Mark Quinn was also a victim, dying the following March.
Fifty years had now passed since the day in 1869,
when a girl of nineteen had knelt at the altar in St.
Mary's Asylum to ask for the habit of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph. Then she was the seventeenth member
of the little group. Now the community numbered
517 Sisters and each one lovingly called her "Mother. " Mother Agnes' Golden Jubilee was truly a day
of jubilation for the Sisters, who with the more than
sixty priests and many religious of other orders,
filled the chapel for the Solemn Pontifical Mass on
that August 2, 1919. For Mother Agnes, it was a
day of humble thanksgiving to Him Who alone
"giveth the increase" and Who had blessed the
labors of the years.
That was the last time the Motherhouse was to'
echo the joyous laughter of so many. Soon there
were whispers among the Sisters: Nazareth was to
be sold. Each happy event thereafter had a touch of
sadness because of the parting which each day
brought closer. Every Sister had strong, spiritual
ties with this first Nazareth of Rochester. The ceremonies of religious clothing and profession, holy
friendships, the round of feastdays and anniversaries
as they recurred over fifty years - all would now be
sacred memories in a shrine which they would always call "old Nazareth."
One of the first problems in the new decade was
that of providing a Motherhouse. Although a site
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on East A venue in the town of Pittsford had already
been purchased, plans for a new building had not
yet been undertaken and, as later events proved,
several years were to elapse before the dream of a
new Motherhouse would become a reality. In the
meantime, the Normal School on Augustine Street
was chosen as a temporary Motherhouse. This
change brought many others, as both the Jay Street
building and the Normal had provided living accommodations for Sisters tea'Ching in several of the
parochial schools.
Among the new convents opened at this time
were Sacred Heart, Our Lady of Victory, St. Anthony's, and Cathedral Convent on Lake Avenue.
The Briggs House on Lake View Park, adjoining the
property already owned, was also opened to afford
increased accommodations for the many more Sisters
now needed in the new Academy.
By the close of summer, 1920, the necessary
changes had been effected and Nazareth Normal
School and Novitiate became the temporary Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in Rochester.
For eight years it was home to the many young
women who came to dedicate their lives to the Master. Here they passed their postulantship, received
the holy habit, pursued their Normal training, pronounced their sacred vows, and went forth to teach
God's little ones in the schools of the diocese.
And when the years of their religious life had
come the full circle of fifty years, it was to this
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home also that the Sisters returned to renew the
vows, which half a century in the footsteps of a
thorn-crowned Spouse had made more sacred. The
first three to celebrate a Golden Jubilee at the Normal were Sisters Justina Carroll, Cecilia Meahan,
and Adelaide Carberry. When Bishop McQuaid on
that morning so long ago had visioned for them
fifty years of religious life, he did not know he had
uttered a prediction to which God in His infinite
mercy would grant fulfillment.
In May, 1921, came the Golden Jubilee of Nazareth Academy. The annual alumnae banquet was
the occasion of the jubilee celebration on the part of
the alumnae. The large cafeteria was converted into
a banquet hall with gold predominating through the
decorations, the center of which was a large shield
painted for the occasion, and bearing in fields of
blue and gold symbols suggestive of the life and
traditions of the Sisterhood of Saint Joseph .
. Gently reminiscing, Bishop Hickey recalled
earlier days at Nazareth and congratulated the Sisters on the work of the last fifty years, dwelling
especially upon the influence of Nazareth spread
through the diocese by the young women who had
received their training there.
Nazareth Academy will always remain a monument to the foresight and zeal of Reverend Mother
Agnes. To her God gave the joy of viewing the
work in the golden light of fifty years. It was a
crowning joy, God's seal upon a work well done.
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Little did the community think that, as the beautiful
month of May drew to a close, their beloved
Mother would be called to receive the reward of
that work and to hear from the lips of the Master :
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant."
On May 17, Reverend Mother held a meeting
with her Councillors to discuss the revision of the
Holy Rule. She also planned the summer retreats
and set the date for the coming reception and profession. The following morning she was stricken
with apoplexy and died on May 31. She had been
General Superior of the Congregation for thirtymne years.
Mother Agnes Hines was born in Rochester and
entered the Congregation the year following its
organization as a separate community. During her
years as General Superior she had opened forty convents of the community in the Diocese of Rochester.
She was a true educator and, since education has
always been the most important work of the Congregation, she gave to it her serious attention and
deep thought. The preparation and training of the
young teachers she regarded as a grave responsibility. To it she gave every encouragement and required in turn from the teaching Sisters a constant
professional growth.
Her deeply religious spirit stamped itself on all
that she did. It surrounded her like an atmosphere
and radiated from her in a power that was all the
more effective because of its gentleness, its sweet
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and Christ-like holiness. Though the simplest and
most retiring of women, her presence commanded
reverence and respect. The impression of the intellectual, cultured woman was tempered by a graciousness of manner that bespoke a wealth of human
affection. To the over five hundred members of her
community she was a mother; their love, their confidence was hers.
The diocese mourned her as a religious, as an
educator, and as an administrator of whom Bishop
McQuaid had said: "She never put an obstacle in
the way of the work."
The following July the community elected
Mother Sylvester third General Superior of the
Congregation.
During the same month of May, the community
lost another member- Sister Florentine McCarthy,
for sixteen years the Directress of the Normal
School. Under her direction, the Sisters had worked
quickly and consistently towards State certification.
She had formulated a program for obtaining the
Life State Certificate, and in 1906 the Normal was
designated as an authorized center for taking examinations for that credential. Previous to that date,
Sisters were required to go to Buffalo for such
examinations.
Her keen mind, her broad aims and far vision
made Sister Florentine especially valuable in the
training of young religious teachers. She had an
unusual gift for discovering latent powers and giv-
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ing a fine incentive and encouragement to their best
and highest development. The training of young
teachers is always a great financial burden in a religious community. Sister Florentine was ingenious
in finding means to equip the new Normal Schoolkind friends and generous business firms furnished
what the resources of the community could not
provide.
"But above the making and the constant development of the teacher," said one of her students,
"Sister Florentine always placed first the things that
go to the making of the good religious - exactness,
fidelity to duty, a deep practical piety, and a fine
spiritual culture. The ideal and the objective of the
whole educational system for which she stood is the
education that forms scholars who are saints and
saints who are scholars."
During the next two years, the demand for
teachers and nurses increased. St. Ambrose School
opened in 1922, in one of the most flourishing of
the city parishes. In 1923, a new hospital building
was completed in Elmira, replacing the old one in
which St. Joseph's had begun its work fifteen years
before. During those years, the hospital had so endeared itself to a grateful citizenry that their generosity had made possible this first new building,
today known as the Surgical Building.
One by one, the pioneers of the community were
being called to their Eternal Home. Sister Paul
Geary who died October 4, 1923, had received the
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habit in 1866 and she was one of the twelve who
chose to remain with the Rochester community when
the diocese was erected. This early association with
the new community had brought her into almost
every parochial school opened in the diocese over a
period of fifty years.
3. New Plantings Grow

1923-1950

Such was the impetus given to religion and religious education that in 1923, a little more than
fifty years after the diocese was formed, there were
forty-nine churches, three high schools, three academies for young women, a private school for boys,
a minor seminary and a major seminary, and sixtyfive parochial schools, with an enrollment of more
than 27,000 children. The next year was to see a
further advance in the opening of Nazareth College.
The status of woman changed rapidly during the
first quarter of the tWentieth century. Her entrance
into professional, business, and civic life lifted her
out of a limited environment into a larger world
with conflicting, and often false, political and social
theories. It became apparent that the Catholic young
woman must be given broader opportunities for intellectual, cultural, and spiritual development. Her
mind must be trained and disciplined and so anchored in the eternal verities that she would face
with equanimity the problems, and even the crises,
of a changing world. Her will must be strengthened
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to choose according to the principles of Christ and
to act with Christian courage and conviction. This
would be the purpose of the Catholic women's college. These objectives faithfully pursued by educator and student would result in such by-products
as integrity of character, enrichment of personality,
the culture, poise, and gracious manner of the gentlewoman, with other natural qualities which make her
singularly attractive, companionable, and helpful in
all human ways, qualities sweet and desirable in a
woman, qualities that temper and ennoble mere intellectual acquirement and efficiency.
With these ideals, Nazareth College was founded
on September 24, 1924. The beautiful Rouse home
at 981 Lake Avenue, adjoining the property of Nazareth Academy, was the first home of the new college. Because the large porch which runs across the
front and side of the building is enclosed in plate
glass, Rochester residents often refer to this threestory' building as the "Glass House." It was here
that the Right Reverend Monsignor M. L. Nolan, in
the absence of Bishop Hickey then in Europe, formally opened Nazareth College with the Mass of Our
Lady in the small chapel. With Mother Sylvester
as President, the first faculty numbered five: Sister
Teresa Marie, Dean, Reverend Mother Rose Miriam,
Sister Rose Marie, Reverend Louis W. Edelman, and
Reverend William Byrne.
Golden jubilees followed now in quick succession: Sister Cornelia Mahon, Sister Helena Fahey,
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Sister Beatrice Kelly, Sister Louise Dowd, and Sister
Isabel Kane. The golden gift of years they had not
asked for when as girls in their teens they had
turned aside at the compelling whisper of the Master. They had yearned only for the privilege of dedicating all to Christ, under the safe protection of His
Foster Father, Saint Joseph. Now, humbly and gratefully, they laid at His feet the works of fifty years,
knowing that in His keeping their labors would become eternal treasure.
There were others who "being made perfect in
a short space fulfilled a long time." One of these
was Sister Mary Frances Quinlan who died at the
Cathedral Convent on March 13, 1924. Her religious life covered only eight years. As a novice, she
was outstanding in her love of humility and charity.
Always friendly and affable, she yet sought retirement in a quiet, unobtrusive way. She was often
heard to speak of death, and after receiving Holy
Communion on the morning of March 13, she said:
"I am waiting for Saint Joseph to take me. "
It has been said that we must sanctify ourselves
before we can hope to sanctify others. Of none is
this more true than of the teacher. It was the secret
of Sister Mary Frances' influence in the classroom.
Years after she had gone, men and women, former
pupils, spoke her name with rever.ence and affection.
On the twentieth anniversary of her death, during
World War II, the rector of St. Patrick's received a
stipend from a soldier on combat duty in the Pacific,
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requesting that an anniversary Mass be offered for
Sister Mary Frances "whose kindness I shall never
forget and who I believe, is praying for me in this
dangerous work."
And now with the death of Sister De Pazzi
Bagley on June 9, there remained only one of the
original twelve. Sister De Pazzi had attended St.
Mary's Academy, Canandaigua, during the very first
years; she had been one of the children in the first
May procession which passed through Canandaigua's
broad Main Street down to the foot of the hill
where, against the lovely blue of the lake, they
crowned Our Lady Queen. In 1862, at the age of
fifteen; she had entered the Congregation. H~r life
covered a span of years in which the membership of
the community increased from twelve to six hundred
and its schools from one to fifty-one. She taught at
Nazareth Hall Academy for Boys from its foundation until shortly before her death.
As the first year of Nazareth College drew to a
close, the community heard that the bill, introduced
by Senator Whitley, was signed by Governor Smith
on April 9, 1925, incorporating Nazareth College as
an institution whose objects shall be "to promote the
higher education of young women in literature, history, science, and the liberal and fine arts, and to
maintain all such departments of knowledge as may
be conducive to these ends, to maintain a department
for the instruction and preparation of young women
in the art of teaching; to maintain a school of edu-
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cation; to promote the religious, moral, secular,
physical, and general training and education of students; to conduct instruction in secondary education
in the academic and business courses; to conduct a
college or university for higher education; to teach
such branches of learning, science, and knowledge
as the trustees may deem advisable; to confer literary,
scientific, technical, and professional degrees, and in
testimony thereof award certificates and diplomas."
An event long looked forward to in the community took place on November 24, 1926- breaking of ground for the new Motherhouse in Pittsford.
At 4:30, Bishop Hickey assisted by the Right Reverend Monsignor John F. O'Hern and the Reverend
Louis Edelman, turned the first shovelful of earth.
The cornerstone was laid the following year, on the
Feast of the Assumption.
The year 1928 brought many changes to the
community. The first class was graduated from Nazareth College, fifteen young women receiving the
degree of Bachelor of Arts. Dr. Robert T. Bapst,
then Superintendent of Schools of Buffalo, reminded
the graduates of their responsibilities as graduates of
a Catholic institution of higher learning. It was the
first and last Commencement on the Lake Avenue
campus, for with the removal of the Motherhouse
and Novitiate to Pittsford, the Normal property on
Augustine Street became the temporary home of the
college.
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The new Motherhouse was the fulfillment of
years of careful planning and arduous labor on the
part of the entire community. Located in the town
of Pittsford, about seven miles from downtown
Rochester, and set back about twelve hundred feet
from East Avenue, the building occupies a commanding position on a plot of one hundred twenty
acres.
The building is a six-story reinforced concrete
structure faced with pressed brick of variegated
tones, trimmed with stone. It is of English Tudor
Gothic design, E shaped, with a frontage of 275
feet, the wings extending back 176 feet. The north
wing of the building is occupied by the novices and
postulants and the Elementary Teacher Training Department of the College. The south wing contains
the infirmary and the living quarters of the professed
Sisters.
The main entrance, which is in the center of the
building, opens into the beautiful foyer paneled in
white oak, the ceiling richly illuminated in gold,
light blue and red.
Directly opposite the main entrance is the chapel,
seating five hundred and so constructed as to form
an open court between the two wings. The roof of
the chapel is supported by trusses of steel encased
in cypress. The main altar is a hand-carved canopy
type with a dossal consisting of a combination of
panels of rich velvet in colors corresponding to the
liturgical season. Carved in the canopy is a running
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grapevine design with symbols of the Passion: chalice and cross, the crown of thorns, the hammer and
nails, the I. H. S. The ceiling of the sanctuary is
richly decorated in blues, reds, and gold with various
liturgical symbols incorporated in the ceiling panels.
Directly above the canopy of the main altar is a
figured stained-glass window of English Imported
Antique stained glass, dedicated to Saint Joseph.
Above this is a similar quatrefoil rose window with
the symbol of the Dove in the center.
The outer entrance with its carved stone pillars
and niches is particularly beautiful and impressive.
The pillars and arches lead the eye up to a large
statue of Saint Joseph which fills a niche in the upper
part of the impressive tower which rises in the front
part of the building to a height of 125 feet.
The statue of Saint Joseph, which is nine feet
in height and weighs two tons, was designed and
executed by a 21-year-old Rochester sculptor. It is
a majestic figure done in the Gothic style to harmonize with the architecture of the building. It represents Saint Joseph holding in his hand the staff
which has just put forth its blossoms in token of
his worthiness to be the husband of the Virgin Mary.
His robe is draped gracefully over his shoulders and
falls in long, straight folds to his feet.
In July, 1928, the work of moving began; in
August, 150 Sisters came for their first retreat in
Pittsford: Today the Motherhouse is surrounded by
landscaped lawns and gardens, planted with hun-
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dreds of evergreens and flowering shrubs. These,
blending with the natural grove on one side and
broad acres of farmland on the other, give a seasonal beauty to the setting. Whether it stands in
the shining green of spring or the golden brown of
autumn, whether it bends under the rich fruitage of
summer or the snowy robes of winter, the site is
ideal for the purpose to which it is dedicated.
The landscaping was done under the personal
supervision of Sister Columba Corrigan who, from
1921 until her death in 1936, was Assistant to Reverend Mother Sylvester. Her selfless and wholehearted devotion to all the interests of the community caused her to be sadly missed at the Motherhouse.
The year 1928 brought to a close the lifetime
of Sister Ursula Murphy and Sister Dorothea Murphy, blood sisters who entered the community, the
one in 1871 and the other in 1874. For over twenty
years Sister Ursula was Community Supervisor of
Schools in the Diocese of Rochester. She met the
educational problems of her day with understanding
and decision. She believed that the best teacher develops the native capacities of each child and inspires
personal initiative and effort as she daily opens to
him ever widening horizons of knowledge. In her
visits to the classrooms, she sought to strengthen the
spiritual relationship between the religious teacher
and the child, insisting always that where there are
much love and kindness there are few difficulties.
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Sister Dorothea was Mistress of Novices for
nineteen years, remembered for her gentle understanding and kind sympathy. In her soul there was
a patience, fruit of wisdom, which made her content
to sow, knowing well that in due season there would
be a harvest, but that "in this is the saying true:
That it is one man that soweth and it is another that
reapeth."
Before the end of this year, Bishop Hickey, who
had been in failing health for som~ time, resigned
his care of the diocese and retired to the Motherhouse. On January 9, 1929, he was assigned the
titular archbishopric of Viminacium. That same day
the Right Reverend Monsignor John F. O'Hern was
appointed Bishop of Rochester.
Among the treasured records in the community
archives are the early annals written in the beautiful
script of Sister Berchmans Frison, whose death occurred on September 5, 1929. For many years prior
to her long illness, she was secretary to Mother
Agnes.
Sister Berchmans came to Rochester from Belgium in 1874 at the invitation of Monsignor De
Regge, then Chancellor of the diocese. Educated in
the celebrated Normal School of Bruges, she exerted
a strong influence on the then young community,
both in methods of general education and in the
teaching of languages.
The year 1929 closed with the observance, on
December 15, of the Diamond Jubilee of the com-
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ing of the Sisters of Saint Joseph to the Diocese of
Rochester. At the close of the Solemn Pontifical
Mass, celebrated by the Most Reverend Bishop
O'Hern, Archbishop Hickey paid tribute to the Sisters in their work as religious teachers. In closing,
he said:
After seventy-five years the Sisters of Saint
Joseph in the Diocese of Rochester stand before
God and before us as a community striving to
do God's work. The Catholic schools are a
challenge not only to those within the State of
New York but beyond its limits. Other religious communities have contributed to that
fine record, but because the Sisters of Saint
Joseph with twenty thousand children under
their care, have directed the larger number, we
pay to them our tribute of gratitude, of deep
respect and of esteem.
May I not offer you this word of gratitude.
Your Bishop, your priests, your associates, and
the laity are grateful to you for what you have
done and are doing.
In another twenty-five years you will celebrate your centennial and it is not for me to
say what work you will undertake for God.
But you will not be asked to make any journeys such as the four Sisters made who came
to found a convent in Canandaigua; you will
not be asked to accept the physical hardships of
your predecessors. But you will face a problem more serious. It is the problem of the fast
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growing worldly spirit. Far be it from me to
sound a note of pessimism. I have no fear that
God will not bless you with continued devotion
to His cause and His Church, but remember in
the schoolroom to follow Holy Mother Church
always; follow conservatively and faithfully,
so that no matter what are the practices and
teachings of the world, you hold fast to the
truth in the schoolroom.
After the Mass, the clergy were guests of Reverend Charles F. Shay, rector of the Cathedral, at
dinner in the rectory. Visiting Sisters had dinner in
the auditorium of Cathedral Hall, which was attractively decorated for the event.
A peal of three bells was installed in the tower
of the Motherhouse on May 11, 1930. The ceremony, presided over by His Excellency, Archbishop
Caruana, Apostolic Delegate to the Antilles, opened
with the procession led by the Sisters and the shldents from St. Andrew's Seminary, followed by the
officiating prelate who was accompanied by Archbishop Hickey, Bishop O'Hern, and several priests
including the Very Reverend Thomas Judge, C. M.,
Founder of the Missionary Servants of the Most
Blessed Trinity.
After the psalms sung by the seminary students,
Archbishop Caruana baptized each bell with solemn
prayers, sprinkling holy water and incensing the
bells as he bestowed the chosen name on each. After
the T e Deum, the procession made its way to the
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chapel where Archbishop Hickey preached the
sermon:
We are assembled here this evening to consecrate to the honor and glory of God these
bells, which in future years will be heard every
morning, noon, and night in sweetest cadences,
giving their tribute of praise and prayer to the
Queen of Mothers, Mary, who standing by the
Cross of her Divine Son was given to the world
as Mother of Mankind.
All nature, as well as the forces of nature,
render glory to God. The universe at noontide
sings forth the praise of its Creator while the
canopy of heaven, studded with innumerable
stars at night, proclaims the power of the Most
High. This metal taken from the earth and so
skillfully formed and fashioned into these
graceful bells, will give honor to God, the
Creator of all material things.
May each tone of these beautiful bells rise
in fragrant prayer, and as sweet incense before
the throne of heaven invoke blessings from
Mary, the Seat of Wisdom and the Queen of
Peace, on the Sisters of this community.
The three bells are the gift of the Sisters of St.
Joseph's Hospital, of Nazareth Academy, and of
Nazareth Hall. The largest bell weighs twelve hundred pounds and bears the inscription "Mater Generis Humani-May 11, 1930-Laudate Dominum Omnes Populi." The title was selected by
Sister Rose Alice in honor of the new feast of Mary,
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Mother of Mankind, celebrated for the first time
that day. The second bell, weighing six hundred
pounds, is inscribed Sedes Sapientiae. This name
was suggested by Sister Anna de Paul as appropriate
for an institution devoted to prayer, work, and
study. The third bell, weighing four hundred
pounds, received the name Regina Pacis, chosen
by Mother Sylvester with the prayer that, whenever
the musical tones of this bell ring out, Mary may
bring to the heart and soul of each Sister dwelling
at Nazareth the "peace which the world cannot
give."
On June 24, 1930, was dedicated the Edward
Joseph Dunn Memorial, a residence for the Sisters
and nurses attached to St. Joseph's Hospital. Bishop
O'Hern celebrated a Pontifical High Mass in the
beautiful Chapel of the Little Flower, at the close
of which Archbishop Hickey expressed the gratitude
of priests and religious to those who had made possible this beautiful residence, and the new medical
building still under construction. He referred particularly to the generosity of Mr. Dunn, "whose
gifts," he said, "were the climax of a heart's desire
to do all he could for others and to do that for the
honor and glory of God. Let us hope," he concluded,
"that he has already received his reward."
With the completion of the new medical wing,
the bed capacity of the hospital was increased to 250.
The hospital plant now includes a combined administration, medical, and surgical building with its own
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chapel, a maternity hospital unit, and the beautiful
Dunn Memorial Building, which, besides a ten-story
residence for Sisters and nurses, includes a fullyequipped school of nursing, with laboratories, library, and auditorium. An extended wing contains a
chapel of rare beauty in its design and furnishings.
The building is a monument to the executive genius
and munificent generosity of the late Edward Joseph
Dunn, whose abiding interest made possible many
important developments in the hospital's amazing
history.
In September of the same year, the Elmira Catholic High School opened. The present faculty consists of two Sisters of Mercy and four Sisters of
Saint Joseph, with the Reverend William A. Burns
as principal.
Deep grief spread over the diocese on May 22,
1933. Its beloved Bishop O'Hern was dead. "To
serve is to reign" had been his motto and four
short years of living it had been sufficient to exhaust
his loving heart. Sorrow lay over the city on the day
of the funeral, as thousands, young and old, rich
and poor, priests and members of the laity slowly
made their way to the Cathedral, whose great bell
tolled out a measured beat. "He was the representative of Jesus Christ Who reduced all law to the law
of charity," Bishop Walsh said in his eulogy, "and
so he was impelled to spend himself for the love
of others." .
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Throughout the diocese, tributes li~e the following from the Elmira Telegram appeared in the
vanous newspapers:
Bishop O'Hern is gone; but the gentle heart
worn with the zeal that consumed it is now at
peace, and with Him Who will give the indescribable work he had begun marvelous increase.
In his wake and in sweet memory of his great
and humble heart, whose service of his people
and for his King knew no class or distinction,
except a preference for the weak, and poor and
needy among his flock, will his work go on even
to the high fulfillment he visioned and for
which his every living hour was a consecration
and a prayer.
Early in September, word was received from
Rome of the appointment of Archbishop Edward A.
Mooney as fourth Bishop of Rochester. At the close
of the ceremony of installation, directing his remarks to Archbishop Mooney, Cardinal Hayes assured the former Apostolic Delegate to Japan and
India that "you will find happiness, joy and glory
in serving the Church of Rochester - a priesthood
and a people whose faith, obedience, reverence, and
loyalty have placed them among the most devoted
children of Christ."
It was but a few short years that Archbishop
Mooney was left to shepherd the diocese. Catholic
Rochester heard on June 1, 1937, that he had been
designated archbishop of the newly created arch-

124

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

bishopric of Detroit; that the Most Reverend James
E. Kearney had been named Bishop of Rochester,
and that the Reverend Walter A. Foery, pastor of
Holy Rosary Church and Director of the Rochester
Catholic Charities, had been named Bishop of Syracuse. The consecration of Bishop Foery was the
fourth and last ceremony of its kind to be performed
in the historic Cathedral which had witnessed the
consecration of Bishop Hickey, Bishop Hanna, and
Bishop O'Hern. In September, the Cathedral property was sold and Sacred Heart Church became the
Pro-Cathedral. It was there that Bishop Kearney
was installed as Bishop of Rochester on November 11.
Sister M. Euphrasia Nier died on October 23,
1937. Previous to her appointment as Assistant to
Reverend Mother Sylvester, she had been Mistress
of Novices for six years. A deeply spiritual woman,
with a sympathetic understanding of the human
heart, Sister Euphrasia attracted souls almost from
the beginning of her religious life. She was a mother
to the orphans, a wise counsellor to young religious,
and an inspiration to the many who in doubt, grief
or trial sought her help.
On May 1, 1939, Sister Rose Alice Conway was
called to her eternal reward. When Sister Rose
Alice entered the chapel of old Nazareth one day in
1907, she did not know that she was bearing the
answer to Mother Agnes' prayer for someone who,
in the Providence of God, might be the founder of
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a new work in the community. When she died,
thirty-two years later, her Sisters and the citizens of
Elmira knew that she had been the chosen instrument through whom God had built St. Joseph's
Hospital.
The former Margaret Conway, Sister Rose Alice
was born in Lima, New York in June, 1875. She
was graduated from Geneseo Wesleyan Seminary,
from which originated Syracuse University. She entered the Congregation in 1895 and taught French
and mathematics at Nazareth Academy for thirteen
years. In 1907, she was chosen with five other members of the Congregation to open St. Joseph's Hospital, and she spent the following year visiting wellknown hospitals throughout the country in preparation for the duties of a hospital administrator. From
then on, the story of her life is the story of St.
Joseph's Hospital.
While the public knew and admired Sister Rose
Alice principally as an executive, her Sisters loved
her as a religious. They often remarked that, despite her many administrative duties, Sister Rose
Alice always had time for frequent prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament. It was there she learned the
gentleness with which she raised the bruised reed
and fanned the smoking flax. Her charity to the
poor is proverbial. Her faith was deep and beautiful and gave to her life that poise and serenity
characteristic of souls who live close to God.

126

SiJters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

Reverend Mother Rose Miriam, who had been
acting Administrator during the latter months of
Sister Rose Alice's illness, was now named Administrator and Superior of the hospital. When Reverend
Mother Sylvester's third term of office as General
Superior expired in July, Reverend Mother Rose
Miriam was elected fourth General Superior of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph.
The following September, St. Agnes High
School opened with a first year high school class.
A grammar school had been conducted there for
some time, but for high school students it had been
a residence only, while they attended classes at
Nazareth Academy.
This new high school was fully accredited by
the State Department of Education in 1944, the year
of the first graduation. The school has long since
outgrown the present building and a site for the
new St. Agnes High School has been purchased in
West Brighton.
Under God's gracious Providence and the loving
protection of Saint Joseph, the work of the community continued to prosper in the new decade.
New and more extensive works were undertaken.
The most important of these was the new Nazareth
College. At the thirteenth Commencement Exercises on June 5, 1940, Bishop Kearney announced
that ground for the first buildings would be broken
in July, the site to be the property adjoining the
Motherhouse on the south.
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The ground-breaking ceremony followed ceremonies of reception and profession on July 5, 1940.
A large number of priests, Sisters of Saint Joseph,
students of the college, parents of the students) and
alumnae looked on as Bishop Kearney, assisted by
Monsignor Bergan and Monsignor Shay, turned the
first spadeful of earth. On October 10, 1940, the
steam shovel moved in and this newest project was
begun.
The Academy, too, was expanding. On June 9,
1940, Bishop Kearney blessed and dedicated the
addition which contains the Physical Education Department, the Vocal Music Department, ·a complete
health unit, and several new classrooms. At the
same time more spacious accommodations were provided for the Home Economics Department in the
new building known as St. Joseph's Hall.
Prayers of thanksgiving for all these blessing~
rose with the symbolic clouds of incense during the
Solemn Benediction which closed the ceremony of
dedication. To the assembly which overflowed the
auditorium, Bishop Kearney said: "It is good for
us to be here. Nazareth Academy once again dedicates itself to the building of three tabernacles in
the souls of these girls - tabernacles of intellect,
will, and emotions."
Archbishop Hickey gently recalling his associa- .
tion of over sixty years with Nazareth, paid a fervent tribute to the leadership and guidance of Sister
Marcella, principal for fifty-eight years. "The city
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of Rochester is deeply indebted to Nazareth Academy. Catholic Rochester owes much to it," he said.
At the Commencement Exercises on June 24,
when 183 girls received diplomas from His Excellency, Bishop Kearney read a letter from State Commissioner of Education, Frank P. Graves, in which
he also paid tribute to Sister Marcella: "In all my
years as Commissioner of Education in New York
State, I have never come in contact with a greater
educator than Sister M. Marcella of Nazareth Academy of Rochester."
There were others, too, at Nazareth who had
had a large part in forming its spirit. One of these
was Sister Teresina Hayes, who died on July 17.
For more than twenty years, Sister Teresina had
taught English at the Academy and before that for
many more at the old Cathedral High School. As a
student at Marcelline College in Italy, she had absorbed much of the Old World culture, together
with an intense devotion to all things Catholic.
These became a part of her teaching. This faith and
culture so charged the atmosphere of her classes,
that no student came within her influence who was
not made richer spiritually and intellectually by the
contact.
Another great educator departed on May 22 Sister Aquinas, teacher and principal of Nazareth
Hall Academy for Boys for more than fifty years.
She was ever the alert, progressive, religious teacher

Rochester

129

and, while she never lost sight of the three R's, she
was among the first to introduce into the grammar
school curriculum courses in speech, art, music, and
physical education, each of which was in charge of
an instructor with special training. Sister Aquinas
had a vigorous intellect and a penetrating judgment,
a courage combined with practical wisdom. But it
was her strong faith and singleness of purpose which
the boys, grown to manhood, remembered best.
Although the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester are a diocesan community, they may, according
to their Holy Rule, go into other dioceses at the request of the bishops of such dioceses and with the
permission of their own bishop. In 193 7, the Fathers of Saint Edmund established a mission church
for Negroes in Selma, Alabama. There were many
converts. They now needed Sisters to carry on the
expanding work of instructions, and the Most Reverend Thomas J. Toolen, Bishop of Mobile, asked
Reverend Mother for Sisters to staff St. Elizabeth's
Mission. Five Sisters were chosen for this first missionary venture.
An impressive departure ceremony, the first to be
held in this diocese, took place on Sunday evening,
September 15, 1940, in the Motherhouse chapel.
While the congregation sang a hymn in honor of
Our Lady, whose feast it was, the first missionaries
walked in procession to the sanctuary rail. As
Bishop Kearney handed to each the mission cross
which he had blessed, he reminded them that when
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they had received their profession cross it had symbolized their highest goal. Now God willed that
they receive still another cross, that which signified
their assignment to apostolic work amid strange
surroundings and among people of another race.
Thursday morning the Sisters arrived in Mont·
gomery, where the Reverend Francis Casey, Superior
of the Mission, was waiting to receive them. He
drove immediately to St. Margaret's Church where
he said Mass and gave them Holy Communion.
After breakfast, they made a brief visit to the hospital of the Sisters of Charity in Montgomery and
the Negro school conducted by the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament. On the way to Selma, the Sisters
stopped at St. Jude's City, a large and thriving mission conducted by Father Purcell, and staffed by the
Sisters of the Holy Family. An hour's ride brought
the Sisters to their own mission. There was a fervent visit to the pretty little chapel, where Our Lord
was so often to welcome them, and then a tour of
inspection through the well-furni~hed convent.
"How shall I describe our first Sunday in Selma,"
wrote Sister Frances Marie, Superior, later, "as we
found ourselves the only white people in a congregation of about eighty. Our missionary activities
have begun. We visit the sick and the poor, and
give instructions individually in the Parish House
next door. We sort and distribute the clothing sent
us from the North. In the evening we supervise the
recreation of old and young. This is a very impor-
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tant activity as we are able to contact both Catholics
and non-Catholics.
"The Extension Society, through the efforts of
the Rochester Chapter, Order of Martha, sent us a
box of beautiful new vestments and a generous supply of altar linens . .Father wore the cope and benediction veil tonight for the first time. So you see
we are all strongly bound together by ties material
as well as spiritual."
In Selma today, four teachers staff a complete
elementary school. There is a new, modern 85-bed
hospital, one of the few general hospitals for Negroes in the United States. Five Sisters supervise
this work and also teach in a recently opened training school for practical nurses.
Those first missionaries had covered only half
their journey in that memorable 1940, when a telegram announced to them the death of Sisfer Marcella. Fot several weeks, Sister Marcella had been
seriously ill. On the morning of September 17, she
had the great privilege of assisting at Holy Mass
and receiving Holy Communion, as Bishop Kearney
in an adjoining room offered the Holy Sacrifice for
the grace of a happy death. When the Bishop entered her room after Mass, she kissed his ring and
said, "This time, it is 'Good-bye.' I am grateful to
you, Bishop, for all your dear, gracious kindness to
the Sisters and to my little girls at Nazareth."
"You will not forget us in heaven, will you?"
the Bishop asked.
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Sister Marcella looked at him steadily for a moment and then said slowly, "I will always remember
Rochester."
After the Bishop had imparted the final absolution and the plenary indulgence for the dying, Father O'Connell, the chaplain of the Academy, resumed the prayers.
During the morning, Archbishop Hickey visited
Sister Marcella and gave his blessing, the last act of
a long and beautiful friendship. Throughout the
morning, Reverend Mother Rose Miriam and Mother Sylvester, her lifelong friend, remained at her
bedside.
About eleven o'clock Father O'Connell began
the Rosary. The Sisters who filled the room and the
hall outside prayed with loving insistence that every
needed grace be given her. During the first decade
of the glorious mysteries, very gently the lids began
to close over the wide-open eyes; lighter and lighter
was the breathing, so gentle that the watchers could
not distinguish which breath was the last. But the
second decade, that of Our Lord's Ascension into
heaven, ended with the significant words, "May she
rest in peace."
"In the death of Sister Marcella, the Diocese of
Rochester loses one of its great personalities,"
Bishop Kearney said later. "Sister Marcella has
given her life for over half a century to the development of fine Christian womanhood. She has created
the ideals in thousands of homes in this city by train-
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ing the mothers of our children. The world is richer
for her presence, and her departure is a serious loss
to all of us. God rest her noble soul."
Editorials appeared in many papers, for Sister
Marcella's work was known to thousands. All were
similar to that which the Brooklyn Tablet carried
on October 19, 1940.

Few educators of this State or nation but
have met and admired Sister Marcella. She possessed rare talents of administration and leadership. Her materials were the formative minds
and pliable characters of Catholic girls. Nazareth Academy in Rochester will long serve as
a monument to her administrative powers ....
Her influence lives on in the refined ways, the
sturdy health, the keen minds and the urge to
success to be found in her graduates. Officials
of the State Education Department have lauded
her educational wisdom and achievements.
Catholic education would be an insufferable
financial burden without the services of the
teaching Sisters. No class of teachers gives their
children as much service as do our Sisters. They
labor for the better things of eternal salvation
of their pupils. Their skill as educators cannot
be overpraised. The rising generation of Catholic boys and girls will be molded by them to
fit the glories of American living and to make
ready for the eternal citizenship in heaven. The
Church and the State should never tire chanting
the grateful memories of such women.
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Three months later the diocese mourned the
death of Archbishop Hickey. Since his resignation
in 1928, he had lived in retirement at the Motherhouse, devoting himself almost exclusively to a life
of prayer. Though he was an orator of high rank,
"it was from this quiet of his retirement," Bishop
Foery said in his eulogy, "that he spoke most persuasively to priests and people."
A native Rochesterian, Bishop Hickey was chosen
coadjutor-bishop in 1905, when Bishop McQuaid
realized that he must soon lay down the burdens of
his episcopate. Catholic education was one of his
major interests. Under his guidance the Cathedral
grammar school expanded into the Cathedral High
School and then Aquinas Institute. Mercy High
School, Nazareth College, and many new parochial
schools came into being during his twenty-three
years as Bishop. His life is a part of the history of
the Diocese of Rochester.
April 28, 1941, found Reverend Mother Rose
Miriam leaving Rochester for her first visit to the
Selma Mission. She found the mission remarkably
well organized and the Sisters extremely busy. She
accompanied them on their daily round to the Negro
shacks where prospective converts waited in state
for the weekly instruction. "The Negroes almost
everywhere are white for the harvest," she wrote.
"The zeal of our Sisters and the prayers of our community, with God's blessing, are propagating the

Rochester

135

Faith on the frontier." There was now a kindergarten, "where play, work, and prayer step after
each other in military fashion to the music of their
rhythm band." Next year there would be a first
grade.
"Continue to pray for our clinker-brick convent
in the shade of the Baptist Temple on Broad Street
in stately old Selma." So closed the long account
of what Father Casey called "a one hundred per
cent job."
On the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
Sister Eusebius Cunnean died at St. Ann's Home,
where she had spent forty-three years of her religious life. When Sister Eusebius entered the Congregation in 1877, Mother Hieronymo was engaged
in the work of the Home of Industry. The young
Sister became greatly interested in the protection
and training of young girls and she helped Mother
Hieronymo for many years, until the character of
this institution gradually changed and it became a
Home for the Aged on East Main Street. When
St. Ann's was opened on Lake Avenue in 1906,
Sister Eusebius continued as Administrator until her
retirement in 1936. Men and women in the evening
of life found in her a kindness and sympathy which,
like an afterglow in the evening sky, brightened
their declining years. "From early morning until
late at night, she was at hand, waiting to greet the
visitor at the door, listening to the difficulties and
problems that vexed the minds of her guests, and

136

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

bending to hold the crucifix to dying lips." So
wrote one who knew and loved her.
Before the year closed, the nation was engaged
in a second World War. But with the feeling of
sadness and anxiety, there was also a deep sense of
gratitude for the many blessings God had granted
to the community during the year which had gone.
From the memory of the past. sprang new hope for
the future, in the confidence that "He Who hath
begun a good work ... will perfect it unto the day
of Christ Jesus."
The community rejoiced especially in the completion of the beautiful new college buildings.
Preparations for moving from the old campus began
immediately, for the property had been sold to the
Basilian Fathers. Known familiarly to young and
old, it had been novitiate, normal school, motherhouse or college to hundreds through its forty years.
Holy souls, long since in heaven, had planted and
watered and God had given the increase. Young
feet had stepped lightly through its halls and worn
feet had stumbled falteringly; gay young laughter
had floated from its porches down the long poplar
lane, and sweet prayerful murmurs echoed from its
cloister walls. In its lovely chapel God had been
very close. No wonder that voices broke ever so
little with the whisper: "The Normal is gone."
College classes opened on the new campus in
February, 1942. On Baccalaureate Sunday, June 7,
Bishop Kearney celebrated Pontifical High Mass and
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blessed the building. That day and the following,
hundreds of citizens of Rochester and the surrounding towns accepted the invitation to tour the buildings and grounds.
As the visitors came along the broad road which
curves in from East Avenue for about a thousand
feet, they looked over the rolling campus of one
hundred twenty-five acres stretching far to the south,
and to the north merging with the Motherhouse
grounds of a hundred twenty acres. They stopped
at the first of the buildings - the Administration
and Classroom Building - and looked to the south
where the road passes the Auditorium-gymnasium
Building, then goes on for some distance to the
John Fisher Residence Hall, finally curving out again
to East Avenue, passing on the left St. Joseph! s
Residence Hall and high on the right the beautiful
Le Puy Residence for Seniors. A third residence,
Santa Maria, is close by.
The three main buildings are of tapestry brick
with Indiana limestone trim. The Administration
Building is five stories, English Gothic in design,
with a total frontage of 220 feet. This building
houses, besides the offices and classrooms, the fine
arts studios, an extensive music department, complete chemistry, physics, and biology laboratories. Its
beautiful Gothic tower rises over the front entrance,
forty-eight feet above the top of the building. The
Auditorium-gymnasium building, which also con-

138

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

tains the cafeteria, is connected with the main building by an arched colonnade.
John Fisher Hall is the main residence, providing accommodations for seventy-five students. On
the first floor is the beautiful social room extending
across the width of the building. From the balcony
entrance of marble and wrought iron, the room
drops four feet to give added height to the curved
ceiling which is a modified French design.
At the other end of the building and on the same
floor is the dining room for the residence students.
Besides the inner corridor connecting the dining
room and the social room, there is an outdoor flagstone promenade running the length of the building, and providing a pleasant means of passage
between the two rooms.
All of the buildings are connected with each
other and with the Motherhouse by a wide underground passage over a half mile long and eight feet
high.
From the beginning, the Sisters of Saint Joseph
have devoted themselves to the care of the orphans.
As it was their first work in Le Puy, so it was also
their first undertaking in the Diocese of Rochester.
It was now seventy-eight years since they had opened
St. Mary's Boys' Home on West Main Street. Six
years later they had assumed charge of St. Patrick's
Girls' Home. Both of these institutions expanded
rapidly, served by able and devoted Sisters, under
the direction of such administrators as Sister Justina
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Carroll, Sister Leonie 0' Connell, Sister . Casimir
Smyth, Sister Cecilia Meehan, Sister Felicitas Doran,
and Sister Euphrasia Nier.
Two beautiful buildings had been erected
through the years. Now, surrounded by industry and
commerce, these were no longer desirable as homes
for children. In 1942, under the supervision of the
Very Reverend Monsignor Gerald C. Lambert, Director of Rochester Catholic Charities, a new childcaring unit was erected on the property known as the
Clark Farm on Dewey Avenue. This unit consists of
five homes or "cottages," three for the boys and two
for the girls. Each home is complete in every detail,
with a large well-furnished living room, attractive
dining room, kitchen, comfortable sleeping rooms,
and a spacious porch. .On the same extensive
grounds are an Administration Building, an infirmary, a school, and a beautiful chapel, completed
m 1949 and dedicated to Archbishop Hickey.
On June 27, Bishop Kearney said the first Mass
in the chapel of the Administration Building. At
the close of the Mass, he spoke to Reverend Mother
and the other Sisters assembled there: "The first
Mass here today has been the Mass of Saint Joseph.
It is by no mere chance that Saint Joseph has been
named the patron of this new Villa. Rather is it
fitting that he who is the patron of your community,
the community which has labored so long in St.
Mary's and St. Patrick's, should now be named the
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patron of the new institution into which the old
have merged."
The Bishop then reminded the Sisters that there
would be problems and difficulties, as there always
are in any new undertaking, adding:
There is a generation that builds, the pioneers, and there is a generation that reconstructs; and those who are a part of those generations must labor and sacrifice more than do
those of the generation that comes between.
Your community is in the reconstruction period.
We see it in Nazareth Academy, in Nazareth
College, and now in this institution. If the
work of reconstruction is to succeed, someone
must pay the price in personal self-sacrifice,
real self-denial, and worry.
If you have been chosen to have a part in
the new work beginning here, you know it is
by no mere chance. God, in His Divine Providence, wills it so, and it is for you to take up
the difficulties and problems attendant upon
what is now considered to be the best way of
caring for children. They will be a challenge
to your brave spirit. And, if because of the
work done here, we shall have better Christians and better citizens, we shall all be well
rewarded.
Three quarters of a century had passed since the
day, in 1868, when the people of Rochester had
welcomed their first Bishop. It was the Diamond
Jubilee of the Diocese of Rochester. The Solemn
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Pontifical High Mass celebrated by Bishop Kearney
in the Pro-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart on Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1943, was the culmination of the intensely spiritual observance which the
Bishop had requested throughout the diocese. In
each of the Solemn Pontifical Masses which he celebrated in the four corners of the diocese, Bishop
Kearney offered thanks to God for the many and
great blessings which He had bestowed. He paid
tribute to those who had preceded him as Ordinaries
in the See of Rochester: "to the tremendous responsibility of Bishop McQuaid, the deep spirituality
of Archbishop Hickey, to the zeal of Archbishop
Mooney and to the intense love of his people which
had marked Bishop O'Hern."
At Nazareth, there was one who remembered
well the day Bishop McQuaid had come. Five years
after that she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. In 1943, Sister Beatrice was
still in her place at Nazareth Academy, although
she had just observed her seventieth anniversary of
reception. She recalled the old Cathedral when it
was the new one, and she remembered that Bishop
McQuaid had said later, "Had the Cathedral not
been so nearly finished when I came to Rochester,
I should have kept you in the shanty" - the old
frame building that served the congregation between
the demolition of the old church and the opening
of the new - "until more schoolhouses had been
built." The years had taught her that these words
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did not too strongly express his belief in the importance of Catholic education.
To insure the thoroughness and permanence of
this education, Bishop McQuaid had encouraged the
building of the Normal School. That was now almost fifty years ago. On the eve of the jubilee, God
called one who had devoted thirty-six years of her
religious life to the preparation of young Sisters for
the parochial schools of the diocese. Sister Anna de
Paul Quigley, Dean of the Elementary Teacher
Training Department of Nazareth College, died on
July 9, 1948.
Sister Anna de Paul entered upon her duties in
the Normal School at a time which we now see as a
new era in teacher certification in New York State.
With full confidence in the ability of our teaching
Sisters, she continued and promoted vigorously the
formal summer courses leading to the New York
State Life Teaching Certificate, the highest teaching credential then offered by the Department of
Education. In 1925, she began the three-year Normal, and, in 1937, the State approved the four-year
curriculum leading to the degree.
Sister Anna de Paul was an accomplished musician. Her natural talent was developed by years of
instrumental and vocal training. She loved the
music of the Church and devoted herself generously
to furthering the aims of Pius X as set forth in the
Motu Proprio. Her years of experience in this
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field made her a recognized authority on Church
Music in and beyond the Diocese of Rochester.
All this the community remembered when they
recovered from the shock of her unexpected death.
But most of all, they remembered the little things
which revealed the strong virtues of the religious:
her faith in God and in her fellowman, her loving
trust in Divine Providence which would in the end
bring all things right, her charity, especially towards
the lowly and the forgotten. She had an intense devotion to Saint Joseph, and often with her joyous,
contagious laugh she would say teasingly, "I learned
that from the Sisters of Charity at St. Elizabeth's."
Her Sisters would ever be grateful for what she
gave them through the Normal School, and, even
while they whispered her name in the Memento of
the Dead, they would still recall the familiar sound
of her beads in the halls she walked so often, always
as a religious with the cultured manner of the gentlewoman and the winning simplicity of a child.
Between 1946 and 1949, three new schools came
under the direction of the Sisters of Saint Joseph.
The first was Mother of Sorrows on Mt. Read Boulevard. This is one of the oldest parishes in western
New York, the church dating back to 1829. Modern transportation facilities are making this area
more accessible today and the school registration
has more than doubled in the four years since the
school was opened.
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Our Lady of Lourdes School was completed in
September, 1948, and St. Anne's in February, 1949.
Both of these schools are located in Brighton, a large
suburb of Rochester. With many other new schools
in the Diocese of Rochester, they serve to portray
the spirit of courage and generosity with which
zealous pastors and their devoted congregations, as
well as the religious teaching orders, have met the
challenge offered in the rising school population.
The expansion has not been limited to suburban
areas. Older, schools throughout the diocese have
erected additions or opened new rooms in existing
buildings. The primary grades especially have been
enlarged. During the past ten years, the Sisters of
Saint Joseph have staffed thirty new kindergartens.
The total number of children under their care in
the parochial schools today is 19,160, an increase of
3,864 over a decade ago. This does not include the
1,300 taught in Religious Vacation Schools during
the summer, and the many hundreds of public
school children, especially those in the rural areas,
to whom the Sisters give weekly catechetical
instructions.
Early in the year of 1949, preparations were
under way for the observance of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of Nazareth College. The
alumnae celebration opened with a Solemn Mass,
Coram Episcopo, His Excellency Bishop Kearn~y presiding. Breakfast was served in the student dining
room with Bishop Kearney as the principal speaker.
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In the afternoon, there was a reception and tea in
the College Auditorium.
The Jubilee class of the college, numbering
seventy-nine, received degrees from Bishop Kearney
on June 9. The honorary degree of Doctor of Letters
was also conferred on Miss Mary Sheehan, principal of Monroe High School. Miss Sheehan was
taught by the Sisters of Saint Joseph in the old
Cathedral High School, and she has remained always
loyal to the teachers of her youth as well as to the
teachings of her Faith. In conferring the degree,
Bishop Kearney paid tribute to her as a Catholic
leader and an outstanding educator.
Each year the Feast of Saint Joseph is observed
with great solemnity at the Motherhouse. In this
Holy Year of 1950, it had a special significance for
the Sisters of Saint Joseph, for their Congregation
was the first to be placed under the special protection of the devoted Foster Father of the Son of
God. For three hundred years, they have borne his
name and carried the teaching of his Divine Son to
countless children in many lands, often through
persecution, always, in the beginning, in poverty
and hardship. Bishop Kearney alluded to this in
his sermon after the Solemn Pontifical Mass on
March 19, 1950:
It is a great privilege for all of us, your
Bishop, the officials of the diocese, the pastors
and the priests, and those especially with whom
you are associated in the various activities of
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the diocese, to gather here with you this morning to celebrate the Feast of the great Patron
of your Order. It is three hundred years ago
this year that the various activities of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph were placed under the special
protection of the Master of the House of Nazareth, and I think anyone today who looks over
the civilized world and finds in so many places
the habit of your community, doing every sort
of work in the vineyard of our Divine Lord,
would realize how grateful we are to the great
Saint and to those founders who first placed
the welfare of the community under his charge.
Then, since it is almost one hundred years since
the Sisters first came to the Diocese of Rochester, the
Bishop went on to say:
The history of the diocese will never be
complete without the story of the service of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph. There is probably no
field of Catholic service that, during the years
in which the Sisters of Saint Joseph have served
this diocese, has not been touched by the members of your community. For many of them, in
the trying pioneer days, that service was an outstanding act of self-denial.
That God might continue, through the intercession of Saint Joseph to foster that spirit of selfsacrifice, was the Bishop's closing prayer:
While we thank Saint Joseph for his blessing on this community, and while we thank the
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community for responding so generously to his
blessing, we add a fervent prayer for their
present needs. No one knows better than this
great Saint the needs of this community, and he
will see that his Divine Son inspires the young
people of this and future generations to secure
its continuing growth; that He will show them
the nobility of a vocation to the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, in order that now and in the years
to come there may always be a willing group to
carry on the blessed work.
These words were like an echo rolling across
three hundred years. To the first Sisters of Saint
Joseph, Bishop de Maupas had said as he handed
them the little crucifix: "Bear it bravely, just as
Christ did up anguished heights. When in death
you resign it, let other hands and hearts like to yours
in consecration take up the burden, preserving it
ever in their and your society's keeping through the
onrolling centuries."
Over thirty thousand Sisters of Saint Joseph,
sixteen thousand of them in the United States, wear
that crucifix today, carrying it into the classroom,
the hospital, the orphanage, bearing it especially in
their heart, " by loving it tenderly and by bearing
with delight and humility this sweet burden; that
faithfully living and dying in the love of the cross
with Jesus, they may also triumph with Him in
glory."
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0 Holy Trinity, Thy suppliant servants
spare,
Grant us to rise to heaven for Joseph's
sake and prayer,
And so our grateful hearts to Thee shall
ever raise
Exulting canticles of praise.
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APPENDIX 1
LETIER OF
THE REVEREND JOHN PETER MEDAILLE, S. J.
TO THE FffiST SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH

My very dear daughters :
Almighty God has vouchsafed to manifest to me a
perfect model for our Little Design in the Holy Eucharist.
Jesus is there in a state of annihilation; we likewise, my
dear daughters, should labor for the establishm,ent of an
obscure Institute. In the eyes of the world let it be nothing, but before God, that which He in His infinite mercy
will have it to be. Jesus, hidden in the adorable Eucharist,
is totally invisible. Our little Institute will be prosperous
if it maintains this obscurity in the esteem of the world,
this annihilation of its members. And what comparison is
there between our nothingness and the state of annihilation
to which the Saviour reduces Himself in this divine Sacrament, where we find a perfect model of poverty, of chastity,
and of obedience?
·
In the esteem of the world, what can be poorer than
the species under which the great God veils Himself; not
even as bread, only the form and appearance of it. The
altar and its ornaments, the tabernacle, the sacred vessels,
and all that surrounds Him in this Sacrament of His love,
may be rich or poor, it matters not; whether given Him,
or taken from Him, He makes no resistance; He is equally
content when despoiled of all. In our poverty, we likewise
should be stripped and despoiled of all that we shall consecrate to God and to the foundation of the Little Design,
so that we shall be always equally content to have much or
to have little, or to have nothing, because our Little Design
requires this detachment.
In regard to chastity and purity, we have an admirable
model in our Divine Saviour. The Virgin Spouse of virgins
has eyes and heart only for pure souls. In this mystery
151

152

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester

there is no use of the senses. All here is purity and tends
to the purification of hearts. Should we not be happy if
such were our condition; if we had neither eyes, ears,
tongue, nor heart save only for the Divine Lover of souls;
and if all our senses tended only to purity and to the purification of hearts? This, with the aid of God, will constitute
chastity in our Little Institute.
Is not the holy obedience of this Divine Saviour miraculous ? Has He ever had a thought or uttered a word to
resist the will of the priest, a weak man, and often a sinner
who consecrates Him, touches Him, and carries Him where
he wills? Has He ever refused - at the will of a priest to enter our hearts, so full of misery and so ill prepared?
This thought would melt my heart, if it were not as hard
as marble. Let us never lose sight, my dear daughters, of
the marvelous perfection of the divine obedience. May it
please the Divine Goodness that ours may resemble it,
since we profess to annihilate our will in this Little Institute. May we never have a thought or a sentiment, never
utter a word, in ever so slight a degree, contrary to obedience. Let us, in imitation of this dear Saviour, obey as a
child, without reasoning and without disquieting ourselves
about anything; allowing Divine Providence to guide us,
who, after all, absolutely governs His creatures, and provides for all according to their wants. Let us annihilate
ourselves in the bosom of Divine Providence, who knows
what is necessary for us. He will provide for us if we
repose in Him, as a child who amorously rests on the bosom
of its mother. Such ought to be the souls of our Little
Design. 0 cherished and most humble obedience, which is
the sure mark of solid virtue! Would that thou couldst be
always truly perfect in all the members of our new religious
body, if I may be allowed to call it such, since, truly speaking, it seems to me that there is only the shadow· and not
the reality of a body, in as much as it is to exist in a state
of annihilation.
Do we look for an example of the love of God and of
charity towards the neighbor? We cannot find a better one
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than in the Holy Eucharist. This mystery is called the
"Love of loves"; it reveals the extent, the perfection, the
duration, the immutability, the grandeur of holy love.
Here, my dear Sisters, we shall find sufficient to imitate.
Let each one endeavor to have the plenitude of this love
in her heart, for the members of our little congregation
make profession of the most perfect love. Moreover, this
Sacrament is a mystery of perfect union, it unites the creature to God, and, by the title of communion which it bears,
it unites the faithful together, by one common union, of
which our Lord speaks in such ravishing terms when He
asks the Father that all the faithful may be one, that they
may be consummated in one, as the Father and He are one.
Behold! my dear Sisters, the aim of our little Congregation;
it tends to procure this double and entire union of ourselves, with God and with our neighbor, but all in Jesus
and in God, His Father. May it rlease the Divine Bounty
to make us know the excellence o this aim and to assist us
to become fit instruments to succeed therein. I call this
union entire, because this word expresses the whole perfection which is comprised in the exercise of the love of
God and of the neighbor. God grant that we may contribute, in the capacity of feeble instruments, to re-establish in the Church this entire union of souls in God and
with God.
In fine, our dear Institute ought to be all humility, and
in everything to choose and to cherish that which is most
humble. The members thereof ought to be so lowly as to
be annihilated by humility. They ought to be all modesty,
all meekness, all candor and simplicity, wholly interiorin a word, empty of self and of all things, and all replenished with Jesus, by a plenitude which I cannot explain,
but which the Divine Bounty will make you comprehend.
Are not all these virtues found, in a marvelous manner,
in the Holy Eucharist? What more humble than our Divine Saviour in this mystery? What more modest, more
benign and sweet, more simple and sincere, more filled
with God and devoid of all besides?
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Behold, my dear Sisters, the model of our Institute. It
seems to me that we can also find its nature and its employments in this adorable mystery, as well as the manner of
living, and the dress of our Sisters, which should be extremely frugal and modest; suitable, however, to their .various wants. This we remark in the species of the Holy
Eucharist, which, although common, presents nevertheless,
a difference in taste and color according to the diversity of
quality in the bread and wine.
The houses of our Sisters should resemble the tabernacle, which is always locked. Our Sisters, like Jesus,
should leave the house only through obedience and charity,
to return immediately to the hidden life in Jesus.
As the dear Saviour, in the adorable Eucharist, lives not
for Himself, but for His Father's glory, and for the souls
which He has redeemed with His Precious Blood, so, likewise, my. dear daughters, our Little Design, and the persons
who compose it, ought not to live for themselves, but be
entirely immolated for God and for the neighbor, at the
same time to lead the hidden life of Jesus.
May God operate these wonders in your souls, according to the measure of His good pleasure. This is the ardent
desire of
Your devoted father in Christ,
J.P. MEDAILLE, S. J.

Founder of the Congregation
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph

APPENDIX II
MISSIONS OF THE
SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH OF ROCHESTER

Opened
St. Mary's Convent and Academy, Canandaigua Dec. 1854
St. Mary's Boys' Orphan
}
Asylum, Rochester . . . . . .
St. Joseph's Nov. 1864
St. Patrick's Girls' Orphan
· Villa
Asylum, Rochester . . . . . .
Nov. 1870
Nazareth Academy, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1871
Cathedral School, Rochester . . ..... . . .. ... Sept. 1871
(Closed 1937)
Immaculate Conception School, Rochester . . . . Sept. 1871
Home of Industry, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1873
(Closed 1906)
St. Mary's School, Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1873
St. Rose's School, Lima ....... . .. . . . ...... Jan. 1875
Holy Trinity School, Webster .. . ....... . .. Jan. 1875
St. Francis de Sales School, Geneva . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1875
St. Bridget's School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1875
Nativity School, Brockport ... . ...... . . ... . Jan. 1876
St. Agnes School, Avon . . .. . . . . .... . .. . .. Sept. 1876
St. Mary's School, Dansville ........ ... .. . Sept. 1877
St. Patrick's School, Seneca Falls . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1879
St. Michael's School, Penn Yan .. . ... . .. . . . Sept. 1883
St. Patrick's School, Dansville . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1883
Nazareth Hall, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 1884
Immaculate Conception School, Ithaca . .... .. Sept. 1884
Holy Apostles School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1885
Our Lady of Victory School, Rochester ... . .. Sept. 1885
(Closed 1947)
St. Joseph's Asylum, Auburn .... . . . .. .. ... May 1887
(Closed 1910)
Holy Cross School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1887
(Closed 1895)
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St. Alphonsus School, Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St. Francis Xavier School, Rochester . . . . . . . .
Corpus Christi School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . .
St. John's School, Greece . .. .... .. ... .... .
Holy Rosary School, Rochester .. .. .. .... ...
St. Bernard's Seminary Household, Rochester ..

Sept.
Jan.
Sept.
Sept.
Jan.
Sept.

1888
1889
1889
1890
1891
1893

(Closed 1932)

St. Stanislaus School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sacred Heart School, Perkinsville . . . . . . . . . . .
St. Joseph's School, Wayland .. . .......... .
St. Mary's School, Elmira ............. . . . .
St. Augustine's School, Rochester ......... ..
St. Monica's School, Rochester ...... ... .. . .
Nazareth Normal School, Rochester ... ......
St. Aloysius School, Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blessed Sacrament School, Rochester . . . . . . . .
Cathedral High School, Rochester Aquinas Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St. Patrick's School, Corning ..............
St. Casimir's School, Elmira ....... . . . . . ...
St. Stephen's School, Geneva .. . . .. .. ... ...
St. Mary's School, Waterloo .... . . .... .... .
Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, Rochester
St. Charles School, Bridgeport, Conn. . . . . . . .

May
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Sept.
Sept.

1897
1897
1897
1897
1898
1898
1898
1902
1902

Sept. ·1902
Sept. 1903
Sept. 1903
Sept. 1904
Sept. 1904
Sept. 1905
Sept. 1905

(Closed 1913)

St. Anthony's School, Rochester .... .. ...... Sept. 1906
St. Cecilia's School, Elmira . .. .. ......... .. Sept. 1906
(Closed 1917)

SS. Peter and Paul School, Elmira . . . . . . . . . .
St. Agnes Institute, Rocbester . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
St. Ann's Home, Rochester ... . .. . . .. ... ...
St. Joseph's Hospital, Elmira .... . .........
St. Hyacinth's School, Auburn ... ... . .. . ...

Sept.
Dec.
Dec.
Aug.
Sept.

1906
1906
1906
1908
1908

(Closed 1931)

St. Paul's School, Oswego .... . ....... ... . Sept. 1909
Villa Marie, Wayland .. .... .. ............ Sept. 1911
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St. Patrick's School, Mount Morris ...... . .. Sept. 1911
Sacred Heart School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1911
St. Anthony's School, Elmira ............. . Sept. 1911
De Sales High School, Geneva .. . ... .. .... . Sept. 1912
St. Lucy's School, Rochester ............... Sept. 1913
St. Ambrose School, Rochester . . .... . ..... . Sept. 1922
Nazareth College, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1924
St. Theodore's School, Gates .... .. . .. ..... Sept. 1925
St. John's School, Spencerport ... ...... . ... Sept. 1927
St. Agnes Grammar School, Rochester ....... Jan. 1929
Elmira Catholic High School, Elmira .... .... Sept. 1930
St. Agnes High School, Rochester . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1939
Nazareth Model School, Pittsford . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1939
(Closed 1948)
St. Elizabeth's Mission, Selma, Ala. . . . . . . . . . Sept. 1940
Good Samaritan Hospital, Selma, Ala .. .. ... . May 1944
Mother of Sorrows School, Rochester ........ Sept. 1946
Our Lady of Lourdes School, Rochester . ... . . Sept. 1948
St. Anne's School, Rochester .. ............ Feb. 1949
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et de

Son Excellence
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Lundi 17 iuület :
18 heures: Ouverture du Trlduum
par Monseigneur FAURIE, Vicaire Général.
LA CONGru':GATION DE SAINT-JOSEPH
SES ORIGINES- SON DÉVELOPPEMENT

Salut chanté par la Chorale du Collège.

Mardi 18 iuület :
7 h. 1/2 : Messe de Communion, pour nos sœurs défuntes
par Monsieur le Chanoine ARCHAUD, Aumônier de la Maison-Mère.
11 heures : Conférence par le Révérend Père NEPPER, S.J.,
Recteur du Séminaire des Missions de Vals.
LES FONDATEURS DE LA CONGRl!lGATION
DE SAINT-JOSEPH
1° LE PÈRE JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE, S.].

17 heures: Heure Sainte.
18 heures : Conférence par Monsieur le Chanoine BOIS,
Aumônier des Sœurs de Saint-Vallier.
LES FONDATEURS DE LA CONGru':GA TION
DE SAINT-JOSEPH
2° MONSEIGNEUR DE MAUPAS

(chants exécutés par la Chorale de
Saint-Laurent).
Salut

Mercredi 19 iuület:
7 heures: Messe de Communion, par Monsieur le Chanoine
EYMARD, Sous-Directeur de l'Enseignement
libre.
9 heures : Grand'Messe avec Chapelle pontificale, célébrée
par Monseigneur FAURIE, pour nos Congrégations.
Chants par la Schola des Religieuses de SaintJoseph, sous la direction de Monsieur l'Abbé
CHABROT.
11 heures : Conférence du Révérend Père GAUDEFROY,
S. J., Directeur spirituel du Scolasticat de Vals.
L'ESPRIT DE LA CONGRl!lGA TION

T ercentenary Pro gram
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18 heures : Allocution par Monsieur le Chanoine FOUR·
NEL, Supérieur du Grand-Séminaire.
LA VIE Hl!:ROïQUE DE SAINT-JOSEPH
D'APRÈS L' EVANGILE

Salut chanté par la Chorale des Carmes.

Jeudi 20 juillet :
7 heures : Messe de Communion, par Monsieur le Chanoine REYMOND, Directeur du Cours SainteThérèse de l'Enfant-Jésus.
10 heures : Messe Pontificale a la Cathédrale, pour N. S.·
Père le Pape.
Chants par le Séminaire des Missions de Vals
et la Schola des Religieuses. Sous la direction
de Monsieur l'Abbé CHABROT.
MaUre de Chapelle de la Cathédrale.
Allocution

par MONSEIGNEUR L'l!:V:I!lQUE

DU PUY.
14 h. 1/ 2 : Cérémonie de clôture à la Cathédrale.
Allocution par Son Eminence le Cardinal

GERLIER, Archevêque de Lyon.

Salut Solennel

16 h . 30

Représentation à la salle des fêtes Pt N .-D.

de FRANCE sous la présidence de Monseigneur
Faurie.
LA VOCATION DE MARIE-ANNE GARNIER
Religieuse de Saint-Joseph, martyris€e au Puy
sur la place du Martouret, le 17 juin 1794.

Séance offerte par les anciennes élèves du pen-

sionnat Saint-Joseph a leurs cadettes et aux
amis de la "Maison."

