




FOREWORD 

"An institution," said Emerson, in his essay on Self Reliance, 
"is the lengthened shadow of one man." This cercainly .rings true wi th 

me and Ge nesee, fo r in the preparation of my biography it was impos­

sible to separate th e two of us. 

Ic i s no wonde r that I feei proud of the accomplishments of my brew­

ery, and proud when I read articles like the FebFUary issue of The 

Brewi ng World which said: " A Big Shining Star again in 1960 to Gene­

see fo r Their Co nt inued Growth and terricorial expansion program . . .. 

Genesee i s the largest brewery in up-state New York, with excellent 

modern plant faci lities . .. Recognized as one of the most modern brew­

eri es in the East. 

"Also regarded as one of the best financed brewers in business ... 

Owned and controlled by the highl y esteemed Wehle famil y . . . . Excel­

lent corporate and brand im age . . . . All elemen ts of ma rke ting for years 

have been tops, to make Ge nesee the leading selling brand in many of 

th eir New York St ate a reas ... . In recent years thei r markets have been 
extended into Pennsyl vania and Ohio where they anticipate growth." 

T herefore, to our distributo rs, who are the backbone of our busi­

ness and to whom we owe our success; in acknowl edgement of their 

uns werving loyalt y, and the in valuabl e assi stance th ey have rende re d 

in helping to make the name of Genesee Brewing Company a syno nym 

for the best in American business life, this book is gratefull y dedicated. 
Moe Dailey 
John Quarantello 
Billy Bartyzel 
George Bentges 
Jerry Rocque 
P hil Burns 
Carl Campbell 
Jug Digaspari 
Joe Verno 
AI, Jack & Bill Coughlin 
Frank D'Andrea 
Mike DeFra"nco 
Howard Dunn 
Jack Josias 
Doug Klem 
Bernie Duquette 
Bud & Dick Hammond 
Clarence & Dick Haag 
Joe & John Hoy 
Bill Ke lly, Sr. , & Bil l Kelly, Jr. 
Diz LaJ\IIonica 

George Mullen 
Lee Kaplan 
Jim & Bill McNearney 
John iv!issert 
Max Karch 
Jack Manowitz 
Jul , Don & Norm Newhouse 
J ack Carey 
Russ Nortz 
Warren Pearse 
Ralph Fisher 
Frank, Gerry & David Resch 
Bud Dreher 
J ack Ruch 
Bob Edwards 
Sam Sanzone 
Eddie Schipper 
Harold Smith 
Bill, Ned, Jim, Bob & Joe Strode! 
Bud Ackerman 
l! arry Nowacki 
Leo Rycharski 



Bruce Wright 
Oscar Fisher 
Charles Sardi 
Joe ~1arrara 
Saul Cohen 
Jim Connolly 
Ed & Leo Blazejewski 
Vic Dill 
John & Jacob Durdach 
Tom Joseph 
Bud Loomis 
Ben Marzo 
Jim Meredith 
Joe Agnello 
Chas. Mistretta 
Michael & Joseph Hudak 
Ed & Bill Shaheen 
Bob & George Barber 
Paul & John Danella 
Ken Pletcher 
Joe Puntureri 
Nick & June Sandv 
Norris Houser ' 

Herb Spiegel 
Tony Altieri 
Ken Howard 
Ralph Ne lson 
Joe & Frank Warcholic 
Mrs. Gordon Evans 
Frank Sahm 
Steve Mitchell 
AI Pallinger 
Martin, Sanford & Robert Lipton 
Ted Ganley 
George & Ed Pivcevich 
Gil Schwartz 
Betty & John Christian 
lzzy Josephs 
Lester Boggio 
Betty Rowell 
Ray Parrott 
John Anagno 
Tom Sullivan 
Jack Sullivan 
Ira Bickhart 
Frank Rooney 

A CKNO WLEDG1VI ENT 5 

I am de.eply grateful co all who have aided me 1n the preparation of 

my biography. Particularl y, I want to thank Mr. Harry G. Foster , of West 

Palm Beach, Florida, 73 years young, who drew out of me many of the 

incidents in the book, long dormant in my mind; Ruth Lewis, who typed 

the original dictation from two recording machines and who laboriousl y 

sorted out the many. pictures and articles from my 14 scrap books; and 

Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Dickerson, Jr. , of The Florida Photo-Offset Printing 

Company , West Palm Beach, Florida, for their unending pat ience and 

understanding during the preparation of this book. I also wish co express 

my gratitude to a group of my associates who helped me in many ways. 

Marlene Boyle, who for years built up the scrap books without which 

it would not be possible to write the book; John F. Dal y of Richfield 

Springs, New York, my former secre tary in the Conservation Department: 

Bill Harrison, AI Sommer, Charli e Harkins, Jim Duffy , Bill Hogt , and 

many others. 

To all of these, and to all the others who have been of assistance 

to me in preparing and writing my biography, I offer my sincerest ap­

prec rat10 n. 



CHAPTER 1 

The Beginnings 

I have reached the age of 70 - the three score years and ten the 

good book speaks about that are allotted to us if we are lucky . So it 

seems to be a logical time to ?it back and contemplate the past - see 

what it may have taught me · - what I may have accomplished - to find · 

out whether out of al l this there may be a germ GJf an ide a that will in· 

spire those who will read the se pages and follow after me . 

It is well fo r a man to think of his beginnings. To discover what he 

i s made of - how he came about becoming the man he turned out to be. 

How much credit can he take - how much were those responsible who 

came before him in forming his character- his talents- his weaknesses 

and capacities . 

Lee us see what we may find. 

In the first place, I am of German blood and background. That in 

it self is go ing co explain much . No t long after the Civil War and then 

through the seventies and eighties of the past century, there was a 

tre me ndous migration of Germans from the old country. Many . of the men 

an d women over there were not satisfied with conditions as the y existed 

in the Vaterl and. There was too much oppression, too man y restrictions 

and too few opport unities for men who had ambitions and wanted to get 

ahead in the >'io rld. And so they started to come to the land of promise -

America! A fe w went to South America and Africa where there were some 

scattered colonies of Germans, bu t t he bulk came to these United States. 

They were of sturdy s tock, because these were the men and women 

who wanted to improve their lot, to prosper and to be their own bosses. 

They brought many skills with them - trades - profession s . They had 

excelled in the tanning of leather - in farming -in the making of fine 

things - the brewing of good, honest beer - and were interested in trade 

and store keeping. 

These Germans brought many national traits with them- some good 

others less desirable. But in the main they were a strong people -

people, who if given half the chance would more than pull their own 

load - be an asset to any communit y in which they settled . 

So these Germans screamed through the ports of New York and Bos­

ton in the main. Some settled in the cities they entered - others, be-
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cause of the lure of new countries and friends and relatives who had 

preceded them, decided to go farther Wesc. So they went to Cincinnati, 

to St. Louis, to Chicago, to Mil waukee, and othe.rs came co Roche s te r 

and the Western part of New York State, to name onl y a few of the im­

portant centers they settled in. In these pl aces the y soon foun d work 

and settled down to raise their families and live the kind of li ves th ey 

wanted to live. They influenced their communities a great deal, and 

even today, after three quarters of a century, we fin d a s trong German 

influence still in evidence in many pl aces. Of course they lo ved the 

old country, but their roots soon struck deep in the new fertile soil of 

America. The older generations continued to speak the German languag~ 
in their homes and many places of business, but that na turall y began to 

grow less frequent as th e new genera tions grew up and became com ­

pletely Americanized. 

These Germans brought with them many nation al ch a rac teri s tics. 

They came from an old country with a great culture. T hey were thrifty -

they were very careful of the dollar and dreaded and avo ided debt. The y 

were in the main above the average in honesty - they were conscien­

tious- they were hard wo rk ers. They were ambi tious for their children -

they we re will ing to sacrifice any present comfort or luxury ta see th at 

their offspring received a good education and go t a ri ght start in life . 

But with that they also brought a great stubbornness - an intolerance 

of other ways - they did not change or adapt themsel ves easil y - many 

times not much affection was demonstrated in their homes . The y were 

ove r- strict - they would brook no interference or disobedience. The y 

were not al ways easy people to live with, or to know. 

But th ey were very warm-hearted and sentimental in th e ir own way . 

They would gri eve when a child did not do well in school - be prou d 

when their youn g ones showed promise and progress. The y were clean, 

hospitable, excellent home-makers, superb cooks, ha ted sl oppiness and 

unorganized living. They were worshippe rs of good music - lovers of 

fun - of dancing - all this because they came from a great nation that 

had carved it s way through the centuries co s upremacy in the merciless 

race for world leadership. 

With all of this background, one can see that I already possessed 

a priceless heritage that had been handed to me on a silver platter I had 

nothing co do with. I was a boy of German background, and with all of 

these tools already at hand I had to make my own wa y in the world . 

Perhaps there were days when I re sented things my parents said 

and did . What normal boy would not feel the same way? I am sure I felt 
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abused many umes and felt mighty sorry for myself - thought them ty­

rants and slave drivers. 

It is unfortunate chat we have co live much of a lifetime before we 

find out chat many of the things we resented in childhood were the very 

thin gs chat have beneficed us the most. Most parents know chat, I sup­

pose, and perhaps they wish it might be otherwise, but in my time if you 

we re a good German boy yo u followed through and no nonsense about it. 

Those of German blood who seeded in and around Rochester and 

Buffalo came co a promisin g land. Here was a great State just beginning 

co achieve world renown. The climate was rugged with lon g, cold, snowy 

winters chat forced a man co hustle for a li ving - .froze any softness out 

of his system chat mi ght make a weakling of him. The land was beautiful, 

fertile, if one dug deep eno ugh and worked hard enough . It was a land 

chat l ent itself co many forms of human endeavor - good farm land- beau­

tiful sec tion s ideally s uited co summer vacations and lovely lakes co lure 

che fisherman to their shores. Th ere were fruits and berries in .abun­

dance - there was hunting -- there were thriving herds of fine cattle -

and a perfect se tting for growin g industries of all kinds, both large and 

small. So here we re people eager a nd able to work hard , and chat made 

for a general prosperity. 

Another thing, it was a country vitally interested in seeing its com­

munities improve. Men and women were interested in and proud of a ny­

thing chat mp.de their towns be tter places to live in. These men and 

wo men were concerned about good schools, libraries, music centers, 

bands, orchestras, spores . They wanted their communities centers of a 

healthy culture chat would reflect on their pride in and app reciation of 

living in a good land - a land th at had made them so wel come. They 

were people who loved flowers - gardens - pets - th ey were always 

inte res ted in civic activities and cha rities , because they knew all good 

communities muse depend la rgely upo n themselves co make chei{ own im­

provements and to clear and clean up bad social conditions . 

So this is the heritage I was ushered into on the day I was born. I 

was a mighty lucky littl e fellow, although I didn't know nor care about 

that in the leas t. I was lucky co be born of good, honest stock, in a 

Chri s tian home where God was revered and boys' bottoms were warmed 

if th ey didn't be have as Father a nd Mo th er cold them co. 

I am brin gin g all chi s co yo u ac the ve ry begi nnin g, because I hope 

it wil l make a l ittl e c leare r the so rt of boy I was and the man I became. 

I take l·itcl e credit for much that I have accomplished. Naturally I wo uld 

he foo lish and hypocritical not to ad mit chat I did have a little somethin g 
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to do with what I have done. But alone I would have been no one. lt is 

only through associations and friendships and through families that one 
becomes a good citizen- in a community that has already helped set the 

stage for his years on this earth. Too many people forget that- too many 

take what they get and see and enjoy for granted. They forget the toil, 

the sweat, the tears, the sacrifices others ha~e inade, and think they have 

a righ t to get on the gravy train without pulling their own load. 

Natu rally not everything that has happened to me wi ll be of equal 
interest to everyone. It would be foolish to think so. But from out of all 

this, I hope those whom I lo ve so dearly and tho se who will keep my 
memory green in the years to come, will find out what just one ordinary 

man like myself c an do toward helping make this old world of ours a 

little better place, if he puts his mind and heart and talents ro the task. 

Not that I have done much. Now that I look back I can see all too clearly 

that I have failed in many ways - could have done a much better job -

bur what is past cannot be brought back to life again. 

What ~AN be gleaned from thi s, I believe, is the encouraging thought 

that it doe'sn't rake a genius to accomplish something worthwhile. Of 

course it requires the skills and talents that the good God has given to 

us, linked with a determination to do something about them. 
It makes me sad to look aro und and see so much good human mater­

ial going to waste. So much talent - so much time that is ne ve r used -

so many fine impulses that die on the vine of inactivity. I see basically 

intelligent people - people of promise - people with impressive back­
grounds -people with wo nderful personalities - fritter their lives away, 

leaving empty places instead of happier people, better conditions, a fine r 

land because they have lived in it. To give, nor to take - to act, not to 

idle -these are the thin gs that pick out the mature from the immatu re! 

But I am not here to moralize. I shall be lucky enough to set down 

on paper what I have done myself, to say nothing of what others have or 

have nor accomplished. If I do that, that is all I can expect, and I shall 

be content. Just one more thought on thi s before I tum off the faucet. 

People confuse improvements with modern gadgets . Real progress comes 

from improving the human bre ed - by making people more and more aware 

of th eir moral obligations and re sponsibi liti es - from their acts and 

thoughts and ideals and how they practice them in daily living. You know, 

many great countrie~ have disappeared from the face of the earth because 
they lost their sense of moral values. You can build marble palaces or 

one hundred-story skyscrapers of gleamin g glass, but what good are they 

if people who inhabit them are tricky and mean and small and selfish and 
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poor in spirit? 
Bur enough of all chis. I felt I wanted to say these few opemng 

words, because the y have always been close to my heart , because I 

wanted you to get an ide a of my background and what has made me tick 

che way I have all these yea rs . Sometimes it is easier to put them dow n 

this way chan talk about them, so - here they are for wha t they a re wo rth 

to yo u. 
It has been a wonderful life! 

While I can't say chat I have enjoyed every minute of it, I can truth­

fully state chat if I were to do ic all over again, I would make no major 

changes . 

I have been blessed with a wonderful wife - two fine boys - s ix 

cherished grandchildren - countless friends - freedom of thought and 

conscience - blessed to be alive in a land that lees a man go as far as 

he is willing to travel! What more can a man ask out of life? 

/ 
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CHA PTER 2 

I 5 t a r t G r o u· i Jl g Up 

I am one of fi ve boys a nd was born on the twency· s econd day of 

Septembe r in the yea r 1889, in rh e city of Roc hester, :.le w York . I was 

the middl e one , thus ha•:ing two olde r and t wo younger brothers. Whe ther 

my pa rent s we re di sappo inted char I or any of the other boys wa sn't a 

girl, I never kne w. You k now, the Germans of chose da ys laid gre at sco re 

on the boys of rhe fa mily - the y were something special - the y were 

the favored ones . Girls were necessary and important , of course - to 

keep ho use, co be good cooks , co bear and raise t he children and to see 

that the y li ved in a Chris tian home. Bur that was abo ut as far as it wenr. 

There's an old German saying : KINDER - KIRCHE - KUCHE - and 

that means CH ILDRE.\ - CH UR CH - KITCHEN. Thar jusr about co ve red 

what girls and wom en we re supposed to be and do in chis world. They 

we re to have few o utside interests, and they lefr all matters of business 

and managin g to the men. 

Bu t in a ny case , I was named Loui s Alyosius Wehle, after an Uncle 

and a good saint. Just how much influence rhe latter had on my l ife, I 

do n't know . It was a ~ood srut, anyw ay, and if I haven't li ved ~P co the 

good man ' s expectations, I am sor ry . 

Perhaps the best w·ay to scan all chis is to say somethin g of my 

grandpa re nt s and parents. In my openin g rem arks you may recall I 

st ressed th e importance of fa mil y and race, so whar follows will help 

po int up some of those chara cteristics . 

~1:• grandfather and grand mother Loewengu rh. my mother's pa re nts, 

lived near us . I kne"' ve ry l i ttle of my grand mother Wehle . I was told she 

was a ge ntl e woman . of course, a fine housek eeper and homemaker, an 

act i ve ch urc h member. intere s ted in charities . As the y were comfortably 

well off. she could do things fo r peopl e and that made her happy - I 

wish the re were more like her today. I remember my grandmo the r Loewen· 

guth very well. i liked he r be cause she would take the ti me to tell us 

s t ori es of th e ol d coun tn· we foun d int eresting and a mu si ng. I guess tha t 

much of what she wid me seemed as s trange, as what I am _ tellin g you 

today, at least· to the ~ · o unge r re aders . 

,\f y gran Jfath e r 'X enl e was a man to fire one's im agination, and as 

my mind was ::dways rac in g alon g in to chis and th at channel, he helped 
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me g ro w mentally , stre tched my mental muscles, of that I'm convinced. 

~l y grandmo th er Wehle die d whe n I was five years old, so it is natural 

t ha t I re member little or almost nothin g of he r. From wha t I hear she was 

a fine woman, and as most all Germans of those days, fo nd of her home 

and an excellent manage r. I plain ly remem ber see ing he r in her coffin 

lyin g so still. It made a las ting impression on me, because little boys 

don't usuall y thi nk much about deat h , especially as it is connected with 

so meone in the family, and it is just as well. You someho w take for 

g ran ted that eve ryone i s going to li ve on and on. 

My grandmother L oewenguth was the frugal type, ve ry clean, fond of 

kn i tting, and constantly busy a t some thing or othe.r, putting up fruits and 

prese rve s a nd be rries , baking and sewing a nd mendin g. Someho w in th ose 

days sitting idly even for a few moments was con sidered a sin. "Idle 

hands, you know," they'd say, and I am sure many a yo ung girl felt pretty 

re bell io us about that as well as the boys. Grandmother Loewe ng ut h was 

a la rge and pleasant looking wom an - qu iet, the kind you enjoyed sitting 

with and just saying noth in g , as yo ur nos e sniffed a t the won derful 

th in gs that were bak ing in the oven and cooking on the big ki tc hen rang e . 

I wish mo re boys had s uch a grandmo ther - I hope they aren't rare these 

days , but I am afraid they're none coo commo n. In my time yo u fo un d 

them in most German fa milies bein g useful to the very end . 

~ly grandfathe r Caspe r Wehle was my ideal of a man . Tall, dignified, 

with a n imporcant look , a man respec ted and loved by many, but a man 

who too k no nonsense from anyone. He was successful fin a nci ally, 

ow ned a nd ope ra ted a sausage making establi shm en t that pro ved ve ry 

profi ta ble. I have always hoped that I have em ulated him in some ways, 

because I feel he was the one in my ea rl y life who influenced me most ­

I was luck v it was a ma n like that. In both of my grandparents' families 

Ge rma n was spoken. but they learned En glish early in the i r l i ves af ter 

com in g to thi s co uncr y. T hey kne w it was best to adapt oneself to the 

new wavs and the new l ang uage . Besides, it was bad fo r bus iness, a nd 

no o ne wanted to be po inted out as s tra n 5e o r fo rei gn, especially the 

child ren. I kne"; a li ttle Ge rman but never we ll, although even today I 

unders rand a few wo rd s a nd phrases if th ev a re not spoken too ra pidly . 

Thinkin g bac k on a ll thi s - and I wish I had more ti me and space -

I was pretty lucky to have had such gr:J.ndpa rents so near me - those 

who have never expe ri enced that ha,:e mis sed a good deal, I tell you . 

As I sa id, the re we re fiv e brothers in our bmil y - two oldtr than 

I. Edw in and Frank, and t wo yo unger, Harold and Raymond . I was a bi g 

hoy eve n a t the s tart , and grew up to be the la rges t of the five. Be in g 



in the middle put me on the spot in some ways. The older bro thers 

thought I was too young to cake part in their games, when I felt all the 

time that they were no smarter than I. The two yo unger brothers rather 

looked up to me, as I bossed them around and we got along as well to­

gether as any boys can. I shall tell yo u more about my brothers late r and 

what has happened to them. 

I was born in a two-story brick house at 74 Gibbs Street, which at 

that time was a quiet, residential, nice neighbo rhoo d, and we li ve~ there 

until I was nine. It was a well built, roomy house, built co l ase . When I 

see some of the houses they throw together these days, I wonde r what 

those old bricklaye rs and carpenters wo uld have thoug ht about them. 

There was quite a lot of space in the house, as the rooms were of good 

size, and of course there was a big cellar for the furnace and storage 

rooms for potatoes and other hardy vegetables. At first we had kerosene 

lamps, and I can plainly remember mo ther cleaning the chimneys and the 

brasswork so that everything shone. She would have been mortifi ed to 

death if any of her neighbors had dropped in and seen them anything but 

sparkling and clean. She probably cleaned them right afcer break fast, 

even before, in the summer, when the sun came up earlier. This house 

belo nged to .my Grandfather Wehle, as well as che ocher one at 25 Gorham 

Street, which we moved into in the year 1898, the year of the Spanish­

American war. At 74 Gibbs Street we at lase did get gas lights, and how 

grand and modern we felt ourselves to be. Now all you had co do was co 

turn a little handle, light a match, and there you were, with che brigh t 

light shining much farther chan the old lamps ever did . I remember we 

had cwo special Welsbach burners in cwo main rooms - the y gave ou t an 

extra brilliant white lighr, but yo u had to be mighty careful of them, be­

cause a good breath would destroy the burners . 

There are so many impressions in a boy's life. So many little inci­

dences that are remembered for a flash and then forgotten and tucked 

away somewhere in the brain until years l a ter, perhaps, when they pop 

up again from some unexpected hiding place. A strai n of music - an 

odor - a remark -and up they come again . I have often wo ndered whe re 

thoughts go - where they hide until yo u bring them back to l ife - it is 

reall y one of the mysteries of life. But all that is too deep for me . 

I also remember very well how ve ry cold our boys ' bedrooms we re. 

We'd cake a runnin g dive into the middle of the bed, tuck all the blankets 

and covers around us, and try co get our feet warm. Anyone of you who 

ever lived up char way will know what those winters are, coming s traight 

from the North Pole via Canada, without a detour. Perhaps that's why I 
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like to go to Florida in winter these days. Our room was so cold many 
times that the ice would form in the pitchers and wash basins. If any of 

you think we boys was ted any time washing those mornings, you r're mighty 

mistaken. But I'm su re mother knew that and did a little inspection job 

on us, so we probably didn't get away with much. 

As I have mentioned, after me came two other brothers. My brother 

Frank who was the next oldest in line, was a friendl y fellow, and we 

were pretty chummy together. What secrets we must have had - what 

plans to do all sorts of darin g and dangerous things. So we were good 

pals and had many wo nderful times together - playing and wrestling and 

fighting enemies and Indians, building snow men, joining against any 

outsiders . My oldest brother Edwin kept more to himself. Perhaps he 

thought he was more important and smarter than I because he was the 

old es c. He was more the quiet type, and being pre tty active myself I 

didn't put myself out very much to be pals with him. That's the way 

boys operate - the y are all for or against things - no half- way meas­

ure s - not having sense or experience enough to have much tolerance. 

Th ere was not hing half- way about me, I guess. I can't say it ' s the best 

way, but that seems to be th e way I'm made . My brother Harold who fol­

lo wed after me was only fifteen months yo unger than I, so he took my 
place as the baby whe n I wasn't much more than one myself - perhaps 

that helped to make me grow up faster. For a good many years I looked 

after him and my yo ungest brother Raymond and it seemed to work out 

pretty well th at way. Being large and aggressive I was valuable to them, 

got them out of scrapes and helped them fight their battles - we made a 

pretty good team, and I think the children in the neighborhood had about 

as much respect for us as children have for anyone . 

lt so hap pe ned we had a set of five boy cousins who matched us in 

size and age, and we saw a lot of each other, so there never was much 

quiet a round our home, as the y were in and out of the house and we in 

the ir s. Some tim es my grandmother L oewenguth wo ul d "baby sit" for all 

ten, and that must have been a job - I'm sure she never got a cent for 

all that , but the n she wo uldn't have taken any even if it had been of­

fered to he r. 

And now I come to speak of my father and mother. I re ally think it 

is ha rd to do that, to ga in a true perspec ti ve of w·hat kin d of people they 

we re - your personal impressions are mingled with other emotions - and 

onl y by the time they have passed on can yo u see them in their true 

lighc. I hope the y considered me a good son, as sons go. Having five of 

them they probably didn't expect too much . 
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My fath er, John Wehle, was a quiet, s tudious man, and I remember 

the library we had where he read man y bo oks of an eve ning . He was su­

perintendent of the Bartholomay Brewery when I was a bo y. He was one 

of those conscientious , pains taking men who never neglected anything , 

even in the latter ye ars of his rather short life when his health began to 

fail. He probably did not see as muc h of his family as he would have 

liked. But then in tho se days men didn't have the opportunity because 

they worked such long hours, especially when you were responsi ble for 

the successful operation of a business. They left the family to the women­

folk. But I remember caking walks with him when the weather was fine , 

and I will ne ve r forget chose times. When I was a little older he let me 

drive his horse and carriage to the brewery for him, as did my brothers, 

and as I soon le arned to handle the ho rses co his satisfaction , chat re­

lieved him of the job , and I was mig ht y proud about that, I cell you . Even 

in early life I was interested in brewing, so he taught me a lot of things 

earlier than most boys, and I reme mber him with gratitude and affection . 

I sometime s wonde r ju st what our li ves would have been had he lived to 

a good age , but· chose things are speculative , and I was never s tro ng on 

them. When he passed on it was a great blow to us, but mother was the 

kind to carry on no matter what. 

And now to my mother , Elizabeth We hle . She was a typ ical product 

of her time. Self-reli ant, exceedingl y proud of her appearance, he r home 

and her family . She looked dow n upon chose who didn't keep their houses 

shining , the ice box , pan tries and cellar filled wi th good food. She was 

a proud and a reli gious woman. She ne ve r was generous with her prai se, 

because she pro babl y thought that would spoil us. I am s ure she was a 

just woman, and heaven knows, when yo u have five li vel y boys to raise 

you can't be weak and expect them to amo unt to a nything. While we were 

comfortable financial ly, don't think chat there wa s a ny waste in our 

home. Every bit of food was used , left-over liqui ds were put in soups or 

stews, and even dried bread crumbs we re made into puddin gs or scuffing 

for poultry. We we re always well fed and housed, comfo rta ble and above 

the average for that time and place . But waste anything - ne ver ! When 

mother bought a suit or other clothing for the older boys , you may be sure 

th a t they were handed down the line to the younger. Not a button was 

wa sted, fabrics we re turne d, pa tch es were not fro wne d upon , so I am su re 

we younger boys often hated those ga rments by th e time they got to us. 

But with mother there was no arguin g - you did as s he said and that 

ended the matter. In th e old country people had been forced to be very 

thrifty, and even in the ne w country whe n tim es became bette r and there 
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was more money and more prosperous conditions, those old habi t s re­

mained. I wish we could find some sort of happy medium in that respect -

a greate r respect for the dollar, yet not the same fanatical sense of the 

im po rt ance of mo ne y -- that should work out pretty well. Mother was 

small, dressed immaculate l y, and I remem ber when she was past ninet y 

s he wanted a pair of diamond earrings, and she got them, you may be 

s ure of that. She naturally expected her five sons to rake care of her 

when the y grew and prospered, and I think we can trut hfully say we 

didn 't let her down. Mother's life was bound up in her family, and to the 

day of her death at the age of 94, what happened .in her home and to her 

boys was of paramount importance - everything else wasn't coo viral or 

interesting in her eyes. Of course, she knew that sooner or later we would 

marry. But she was determined that we bo ys marry good wives who would 

be· a credit to us and the famil y, which we did. Her careful supervision 

of us, our conduct and our behavior were very imp ortant factors in our 

lives , and I hope they remain evident in us. 

Mother gave us many important things in life - a high sense of hon­

or - of obligation - of duty - of loyalty - of ambition - of the va lue of 

hard wo rk - a respect fo r money - a Christian way of life , and I am 

graceful to say we never got into real trouble , - I know she was thank­

ful fo r that. When one woman accomplishes that, only genuine and deep 

admiration and love fo r her can be felt by those who knew and were in­

fluenced by her. 

At the age of nine , as I have mentioned, we moved to a larger brick, 

two-story house nearer the brewery, at 25 Gorham Street. This made it 

easier and handier for my father , and gave me a great chance to run in 

and out of the brewery at most any hour. I loved the sights and the sounds 

and s mells - the big strong, wonderful horses, the shining harness , the 

huge wagons, the men and the big boys wo rking there, the jokes , the 

give-and- take, the h us de and bustle, the rough-and-tumble. I was fas ­

cinated by the way the beer came our crystal clear , fragrant, and I was 

s ure good old Bartholomay was the best beer in the en tire world . 

This new house had a ll of the modern improvements, as we knew them 

in those days, even to having electric li ghts . Of course, some of the 

olde r folks were probabl y afraid of them , as they had been of the ne w­

fan gled gas li gh ts before them. They were sure the house would burn 

dow n with all those dangerous wi res in the walls, and no doubt some of 

the good old souls felt that if the good Lord had wanted us to have them. 

He would have provided them. This second house was a lso owned by my 
grandfat her Wehle. It was comfortable , had more room, with a larger yard 
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and more space for us boys to play in , a big brick barn for the horses, 

so we had a prett y exciting time thin king up all sorts of mischief and 
games, nearly giving our poor parents and neighbors heart failure as we 

dared each other to hang and jump and swing and run in the fields and 

woods. You hear a great deal about juvenile delinquents these days . I 

re ally think we had pretty much the same problem in my days - maybe 

not so v1c10us as some are now, but they did a lot of mischief and 

caused quite a bit of damage and gave many parents a turn for the wo rse. 

And chen, of course, there was our famil y ph ysici an, Dr. Sc~ll well. 

He was a homeopath, as was popular in those days, and father said the 

only thing he ever gave was sugar pills. Dr. Stillwell visited his pa­

tients on foot in most cases. Many of the fanc ier medicos rode around 

in carriages. If you were sociall y-minded and wanted co impress the 

neighbors, you had a c a rriage doctor who charged one dollar fo r a visit­

you thought it was well worth the fift y cents more to make your neigh­

bors see how prosperous and important you were . Th at never boche red 

my mother a bit. Fifty cents was enough for any doctor's visit , especially 

as she had to do. most all the work to ge t the chil dren wel l , anyway . She 

paid him promptl y on e ach visit - no running up any bills for moth e r. 

Later we had a Dr. Goundry when we moved to the second house . He was 

short and stout , wore a shining high si lk hat, and looke d like a char­

acter out of Dickens, a man loved by all. I don't know how good a doctor 

he was , but he certainly lent tone to the neighborhood when he came in 

and out of your house. The neighbors wo ul d peek through the front win­

dow curtains and wonder who was sick and how sick he or she mi gh t be . 

You wonder where men like that have gone. Now you go to one for 

your left ear an d another fo r your right. You mo ve from office to office 

like an assembly-l ine product in one of those clinics. The y rake piece­

meal shots at you with X-rays and bloo d tests - they prick and they jab 

you - and when it's all over yo u wonder whether your poor old body will 

hold together another week. But chat sounds like an old has-been. I am 

all for progress, but that good old family docto r had something we miss 

these days . That warm "now-sic-down-and-tell-me-where-it-hurts" atti­

tude, one seldom finds now. The y say we live longe r - but somehow 

when that old family do ctor walked into the room where you were l ying 

in bed, you felt yo u had some special attention and treatment, no matter 

what the color of his pills. Perhaps they we re made of s ugar. We were a 

sturdy breed - had to be to live through chose Western New York State 

winters, handle all that good, rich German food and drink , the strenuous 

exercise, put up with all the things we had co , so I guess we really didn't 
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need the family doctor as much as children seem to today. 

To show yo u how amusing a boy can be without meaning to: I was 

standing on a street corner on the day my yo unges t brother Raymond was 

born. The postman ,. who knew everything, and of course everybody's 

business, came along and said: "Louie, yo u have four brothers now." 

That didn't impress me any too much, and I expressed my opinion by 

sayu:lg: "No , I have only two." " No, " the postman said, " you now 

ha ve four." "Well," I said, "the two younge r ones don't count!" 

And now I'd like to mention a little abo ut the matter of mone y. We 

were comfortably off, as I have said. We ate well, had nice homes, were 

warm in winter, and wanted for nothing essential. But if yo u think for 

one moment th at there was any loose change rattling around our house, 

you didn' t kno w my mother. If we wanted money we had to earn and 

wo rk for it - no weekly allo wan ces, I can tell you. There we re plenty 

of ways to make a dollar for boys those days. Ve ry early in life I was 

mon ey-m inded, and I am willing to adm it that I still am - have quite a 

bit of respect for the value of a dollar, even if it has shrunk to the van­

ishing point. I had a newspaper route , shoveled snow in winter time, 

and if you think ge tting up at five o'clock in the morni ng, especially 

through those Rochester wimers was fun, you ' re mighty mistaken. Dur­

in g the summer my brot hers and I picked be rries , apples and grape s , and 

did all so rts of odd jobs. I remem ber helping a florist by the name of 

Mr. F ray , de li ve red flowers for him. and later on he had a soda foun­

tain installed in his store at the corner of Clinton and Main Streets. I 

muse have been Gne of the original "soda jerks of Rochester." I ped­

dled milk char retailed for the huge sum of seven cents a quare. I gue ss 

the cows weren't tuberculin rested and pe rhaps didn't know roo much 

about their ancestry, but the milk wasn't bad , even though perhaps a 

little waterin g down went on once in a while - no snooping agricultural 

agents aro und to make life miserable for a hard- working milkman . Whe n­

ever I heard of work to be done, and I was short of funds - which was 

always - I connected with the job a nd the money as fas t as I could . 

Th ose early lessons in life have a way of sticking, and when I look 

back I can see that peddling milk and papers and je rki ng sodas were 

just about as go od business lessons as any boy of my age could learn. 

Of co urse , a hoy's school years a re pretty important - at least 

they seem so later. So I thin k it only fair to say a few words abo ut 

them. My brothers and I attended the same school - a Be lgian-French 

institute of learning presided over by a we ll-known priest by the name 

of Father Noeterba rr. He was a wonderful man , but of course I didn't 
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know tha t until later. There were two devoted s i ste rs who taught th e 

students. There was Sister Freboni a who had charge of the lo wer grades , 

and Sister Frances who taught th e olde r children. Being devout Catho­

lics I am sure the y did the ir best to bear some reli gion into our s tu bborn , 

thick skulls. What we boys did to make life miserable for them had bet ­

te r not be told in derail -I have hopes they have forgiven us by this 

time. Ho w they pur up with us and still retained any faith in hum an na­

ture , remains a mystery to me . 

I am tempte d to cite you two examples of what I mean. A couple o f 

the older boys and I thought it would be fun to plug all the keyholes of 

the s chool with mud late one afternoon . No soo ner said than done. We 

did just that, and the doors couldn't be opened the next day . Both the 

reachers and pupils were locked out for an hour, wh il e poo r Peter , the 

janitor , dug the hard caked mud out of the key holes. Naturally we de­

nied any connection with this, and were never p uni shed for this act. 

And here's anothe r one. It was customary to ring the school be ll , fi rst 

at a quart er of nine and fin ally at nine each sc hool morning. Each day 

one of the older boys was assigned to ring this belL and it came my 

turn . It was an old-fashioned be ll wi th a long rope. The bell was lo­

cated in the belfry, and the rope hung down to th e first floor so tha t i t 

could easily be rung at the prope r rimes. Well, that morning whe n I was 

in charge, I conceived the brigh t idea that it would be a lor of fun to 

ring tha t bell for quite a pe riod. So I went up to the be lfry , pu ll ed the 

rope after me, locked the door, and cont inued to ring the bell for half 

a n hour, despite frantic knocks on the doo r to come down and leave that 

overworked bell alone . I did ge t puni shed for that esc apade, and l cer­

tai nly dese rved it. 

P oo r Pe ter and the rest - may their souls rest in peace. We be­

deviled him pre tty much of the time, bur he go t back at us by reporting 

our misdeeds when he caught us, and don 't thin k fo r a seco nd th at 

Father Noe terbarr didn 't know how to even up matters. 

Dear Sister Frebonia was the easy one , so naturally we took advan ­

tage of her - why it always seems to work out that way I can't fo r the 

life of me say . Sister Franc.es was s trict , and when I entered her highe r 

grades I soon found that she was determined to get her way, and fo r 

that she ga ined my respect. As a matter of fact, I wor1 a prize as hav­

Ing t he highest average in the 6th grade - a book, no le ss , and both 

s he and I were proud of that. 

As soon as I was confirmed 1n the Catholic faith, I was taken o ut 

of this Catholic schoo l and trans fe rre d to pub li c school No. 14 . Here I 
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came up agains t a mighty s tron g character, principal Richard Searing. 

He made a real impression on me in more ways than one. I can rell you, 

/vlr. Searing didn't go into any long huddles abo ut discip l ining chil dren. 

He didn't bo the r ro send home letters ro the parenrs. He didn' t hold long 

meetings and explain why we should behave . That Mr. Searing just 

waded in and handed out the kind of punishment we understood the best -

di rect contact. Maybe we were punished at times when we weren't to 

blame, but I bet 95 to 1 we usuall y deserved it, and that's a high e­

nough batting average in my book. I wish we could mix a little of our 

modern ways of schooling wi th the old-fashioned kind - I think it would 

make a pretty good combination , and would keep a lot of yo ungsters off 

the s treets and out of the court rooms today. 

I must tell yo u a little some thing about the actual physical condi­

tions in publ ic school 14 , and I guess they were about the average. I 

know the good school men and women today would be horrified. Only an 

imit a tion of sanitation - inconvenient - draughty and poorly ventilated­

cold and hot in turn - badly lighted - no fac ilities for lunches - just 

big bare rooms with some pictures and maps on them - uncomfortable 

seats facing hard- to-read blackboards - reachers who man y time s didn' t 

know much more than their olde r students. But when you consider what 

those reachers were paid, what they had to put up with with stiff­

necked school boards , it's a wonder any were willing ro stand up and 

teach anybody anything . But then there always have been dedicated 

men and wome n and in all walks of life, and my hat goes off to them -

past and present. 

Eventually I wormed my way out of grade school 14. I am sure my 

teachers we re as glad to get rid of me as I of them. I sometimes look 

back and consider my attitude toward education at th at time, if yo u 

can use that kind of a fancy name fo r it. It wasn't so much of an atti­

tude as it was having to put up with things I didn't like and couldn't 

change. To me the formal , routine of cramming down info rmation was 

agains t my nature. I was interested in activities and events -in what 

made things change and grow -in how to get along with people -how 

I could make money and get ahead - how to improve my way of life. 

Sitting at a desk and learnin g why a cerrain king in the year 1517 

sl augh tered a cerrain num ber of people or married some dowdy Queen ­

why yo u had to learn a lot of things yo u were going to forget as fast as 

yo u learned them - that just wasn't my cup of tea. Far be it from me to 

say that I was right. I know now that a lot of the things I passed by 

could and would have done me a lot of good and saved me a lor of time, 
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but who can tell a boy in his teens anything? 

However, I did manage to get into East High School, and I know 

the high point of my life there was, when I was accepted as a member of 

good old Theta Phi Fraternity. Now I thought I really belonged - chis 

was the big deal! Now I knew I was getting somewhere - hobnobbing 

with boys of my age and older- feeling important and excited. Now I 

was up to my neck in events and activities that became the center of 

my life, that made real sense. We rented a room in the Cox Building on 

St. Paul Street, and being strictly and chronically out of funds , we usu­

ally moved a hop ahead of the landlord who came storming in for- his 

rent. Sometimes we had it - sometimes we didn't. We were desperate for 

furniture for our headquarters, so we thought of the bright idea of raid­

ing a well-known school in town for it. And how we held our breaths in 

hopes that we wouldn't get discovered before they forgot about that 

furniture. But I was beginning to learn a few things , in spite of the 

school. I learned you had ro get along with people to get what you 

wanted - you couldn't always have your own way, of course, but if you 

knew how to manage people it was surprising how often you succeeded. 

You learned there were always people smarter than you , and you learned 

to respect them. 

Of course, we boys were sports crazy , and there always was a war 

between our fraternity and the Pi Phis. An accident made us enemies, 

and from that time on we used our brains and muscles and ingenuity to 

beat them at every turn. On Thanksgiving , if we were in funds , we would 

hire a tally-ho wir.h six big, shining horses and even a bugler to give us 

extr~ tone as we rolled grandly up to the grandstand at the big game of 

the year - East High vs. West High, with everybody staring and admir­

tng us. 

It is a temptation to continue, as it always is for an older man. 

But I have wanted to give you a glimpse into the sort of life we boys 

led at that time. It may all seem tame to you - no hot rods or drag 

races - no TV Westerns - no planes or atomic subs - no cars of our 

own, no cars, period. Perhaps it sounds pretty dull to you. I have other 

ideas about that. I believe that the more you do for yourself in amusing 

yourself, the more you learn to depend on yourself to work out your 

problems , to have to work for some of the pleasures you enjoy - the 

happier you are. Just look around you - what do you think? Am I right 

or am I wrong? 

My school days are drawing to a close. I certainly can't say I co­

operated any too enthusiastically -did a lor of playing hooky I wish I 
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hadn't . One day Mr. Wilcox, the princ ipal, called me to his office . I 

knew there was tro ubl e ahead , because no boy was ever called in there 

just to pass the ti me of day . He sat on one side of the big de sk , I on 

the other. I had bee n in and out of school for days - he kne w it and I 

kn ew it . He had a pile of neatly - written excuses on his desk that had 

presumably come from my home from my mother. He looked at them and 

looked at me , and I kne w my goose was cooked. No use denying the 

tr uth; besides I have never been a very convincing liar. He turned in 

his chair, looked out of the window, and then t urned back to me . 

" Louie , " he said , "I t hink pe rhaps we had better part company. You 

and school don 't see m to mi x . Yo u're not a stupid boy - or you couldn't 

have written all the se notes, but I think - and I think you think - your 

talents are waste d he re and can be used in better ways. I'm sorry , but 

that's the way it is. Ho w abo ut it?" He shook my hand, a nd I do n't know 

who wa s the more relieved, he or I. 

So. that meant fa re well to good old East High. I did manage to learn 

a few thin gs , and I can' t bl a me it for not doing a better job - after all , 

that's a two -way s tr ee t. Onl y l ast year it was my pleasure and pri vi l ege 

to contri bute substantiallv to a fund in t\l r. Wil cox's honor - the "Al­

bert Wilcox Memorial Fun d", to provide scholarships for needy students. 

It was in appreciation of the unstinted devotion this fine , dedicated man 

had shown all hi s l ife - he made an invaluable contribution to his com­

munity and hi s time. 

As I loo k back at tt , I can plai nl y see that learning by rote , by 

fixed rul es and lessons was not the way I wa s built. I had a very tn ­

quiring mind , and s o me of my friends even today will be gl ad to admit 

that I c an ask more questions in te n minutes than most anyone else. 

But I had to le arn in my own way . I had a lready begun to le arn anum­

ber of valuabl e lesso ns , as we s ha ll see in the pages that follow . The 

impo rtant thi ng fo r me- was to progress - to ge t a head - only later I 

learne d to talk with those who knew more than I. I soon discovered what 

makes some me n s uccessful and others not. That' s th e way I gre w up . 

lvlany tim es the actu al schooling one rece ives is secondary, excep t in a 

profession or the like . You s oon forget facts - dates - [ was a pusher ­

an organizer - one who always looked fo r o pportunities - those have 

bee n the drivin g forces i n my li fe. I do not say thi s in an y boasting way-­

it is simply to explain matters a s we go alon g. 

So hail and fare well to my s chool da ys . I have smiled a t that many 

times s ince. [ soon learned that we a re all mem be rs of a bigger school , 

eve n if the s e<.us aren't uncomfo rta bl e a nd the blackbo ards hard to read . 
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You learn in business - when yo u raise a family - you learn when you 

fish and hunt and fraternize with your friends - when do you ever stop 

learning? I hope never.· 

I just can't help going back to my adored grandfather Wehle. When 

grandmother Wehle died, three maiden aunts lived with him and ran his 

es tablishment. What a man! Each morning his coachman would take him 
downtown to the bank or insurance company as he was a Director of 

both. He would transact his business and return for a big mid-day re­

past - take a short nap, and you had better not disturb him - and then the 

coachman would take him to his favorite club where he'd play cards to 

his heart's content. I presume that 's where I got my love of car<;ls, and 

e ven today I enjoy a good game with friends. I remember as boys we 

used to sneak a pack of cards into our beds and play there after the old 

fo lks had said goodnight to us. 

Grandfather Wehle was a mighty successful sausage manufacturer, 

and no one ever lived who made better, in my book. He was a genero us 

and warm-hearted man - made Christmas ex tr a nice for all the grand­

children a wonderful host - and whe n our families gathe red a t 

his home as they usuall y did on Sundays, grand father Wehle was the 

l ife of the party. The food that was serve d - the good fellowship -

the feeling of belonging - how can one translate those into words' 

They are priceless heritages nothing can supplant. I am hoping that 

some of our present generation will have something comparable to 

remember when the y are my age. The traditional Christmas dinner 

at grandfather Wehle's could have been made into a wonderful mo vie . 

The pretty decorations - the big Christmas tree - the presents -

the superlative food -the smiling faces - the singing - the three gen­

erations being together - it was a glimpse of immortality - because 

it linked the past with the present, and the present with the future . The 

famil y carriage- the sitting closely together- the cold winter nights ­

the glittering stars - the breath like smoke on the still frosty nigh t 

air - the silver moon swinging th rough the bl ue-black sky - the clop, 

clop of the horses in the snow - and how they jumped to one side when 

a moving shadow frightened them. The giggling - the laughing - the 

squeezing together to get warm - how can one forget all that' And on 

Easter, at grandfather Wehle's we'd look for baskets in the barn and 

the grounds - the women of the families :sitting together , each wi th 

some handwork, being very friendly and poli te and looking their best -

eyeing each other to see whether a new member of the family might be 

expected. The a unt s and the uncles, the cousins, the friends - the post-
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man - the iceman - the mus1c teacher - the butcher - and so the time 
passes and the scenes fade - but they remain ever fresh and green in 

my mind . I am not a sentimental man as such things go, but I like to sit 

back and think about those things . It's all in a pattern of life and li v­

ing - the countless things that happen to us, each influencing us in 

some way or other. If the whole pattern is made of good stuff it will 

endure -if not, it won't hold togech~r. 

Perhaps some of the pictures you will see in chis book will recap­

cure some of all chis - I hope so. 

I was now sixteen years of age. It was not unusual for boys of chat 

age and even younger to drop out of school. M·any of the boys in my 

time only went through grammar school, and to go all the way through 
the four higher grades was not at all common. Many of the families felt 

they needed the boys to help them as soon as they could, and unless 

they were excellent scholars and showed special promise, grammar and 

perhaps two years of high school were considered adequate. Far fewer 

wenc to college than the y do today - it was a simpler economy , and 

there wasn't much extra money around. 

So I did not feel disgraced when I left school. Just how fa ther and 

mother felt about this , I don't know -relieved, perhaps. The y knew the 

sort of boy I was, so they were willing to see me get started in life. 

And as I was big and strong, perhaps more was expected of me, as is 

usually the case. Naturall y I felt quite grown up and looked upon my­
self as a man - looked forward with keen anticipation to getting into 

business, away from those stuffy, boresome school room s. So the whole 

arrangement fitted into a neat pattern, and I was pretty happy abou t it. 

In my next remarks I shall try to show yo u what I found and how I 

began to take my place in the mighty keen compe tition I encountered. 
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CHAPTER 3 

I Try Out My Wings 

Now I was ready for the great adventure. I was ready to go into the 

business world and make my fortune. I was thrilled at the thought of no 

more musty classroom s, no more rule s and regulations, as though I were 

a mere boy. Of course, I traded one ·set of rules for brand-new ones, but 

I was to learn that later. 

The first job I secured was with the well-known Rochester law firm 

of Hotchkiss & Tuck. Mr. Hotchkiss was the Republican County Clerk 

and a political leader of Monroe county. This was the first time I had 

come in direct contact with this most fascinating of subjects - poli­

tics - and that interest has remained with me all my life. More about 

my activities in that field l ate r. 

I received the magnifice nt sum of $6 .00 per week at the start , and 
that, for a boy of sixteen, wasn't considered bad at that time. It was 

nice having a reg ul ar income of my own every week. That s ix dollars 

looked mighty big to me on that first pay day, I can assure you. No more 

odd jobs for pennies for me any more - I was going to ge t rich in a hur­

ry, and I felt pretty good and important about it. I had a number of duties 

to perform -I ran errands - served s ummonses - delivered and called 
for policies - legal papers - I was what you ~ight call a junior clerk, 

a man-of-all-jobs, and that kept me mighty busy. 

As I said I was s ixteen, and the men at the head of the firm seemed 

to like what they saw and what I did, especially as I was pretty good at 

bill collecting. I brought in a l"ot of reluctant overdue accounts. I have al­

ways enjoyed getting money out of people who weren't any too happy 

to admit their just and honest debts - considered it a challenge, be­

cause I have always disliked owing money - that caine natural, con-. 

sidering my background. You can't help my bosses liking that. 

Perhaps it was a little unusual for a boy of my age to show talent 

and promise in that direction - considered one of the most thankless 

and unpleasant jobs of its kind in any business. You have to have a 

tough hide, take insults and come back for more, I tell you. The ex­

cuses some of those people would cook up to avoid payin!.i an overdue 

account would fill a book of fairy tales. 
By the time I had been with Hotchkiss & Tuck for a little over a 
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year my salary had risen to the dizzy sum of$10.00 per week, which in 

those days and in that short time was considered quite an achievement. 

By that time I was used to having money of my own , and so the addi ­

tional cash was mighty welcome. Mr. Andrew Tuck later became a vice­

president of the New York Life Insurance Company . One day he asked 

me to have a little talk with him. He said he had been observin g me , 

and he seemed to think I was pretty good attorney material. Probably 

because I was able to outtalk people into giving up their money , he 

thought I'd be effective at arguing cases and winning them. In any 

case, he brought out a number of law books and for a time read out of 

them to me to get the feel of the law. I can't say I was over-impressed 

about what I heard, but I felt flattered that a man of Mr. Tuck's stand­

ing in the community would take the time and trouble with a young man 

like me. Then one day we got down to cases and talked about the pos­

sibilities in the law business. How long would it take before I might 

become a successful attorney? How much did a good lawyer make a 

year? What did he have to study and how long would it take to go through 

law school? It all boiled itself down to this- e ven with all of the 

breaks in my favor, and that meant you'd have to be a really good so­

dent, I would be getting close to 35 before I could expect to be in a 

position to marry and support a family. When you are seventeen years 

old that seems like a life-time away. It so happened that I had an eye 

on a very pretty, sweet little girl, and while I certainly didn't expect 

to marry her in the near future, the idea of waiting almost as many years 

as I was old seemed like an eternity. As there seemed to be no other 

way out, and simple clerical work offered no future for an ambitious 

boy, I resigned. Those men were good to me -they had already taught 

me a lot of things . They had logical and orderly minds, and they helped 

me to think straight, look for evidence and then make up my mind on 

the strength of it - a practice I have tried to carry throughout all my 

life. If th ey did nothing more than that for me, I am truly grateful, and 

their friendship was valuable to me, even when I was that young . 

By this time my father's health was obviously failing rapidly, so 

it seemed natural for me to enter the employ of the Bartholomay Brew­

ing Company. The cataracts in his eyes began to give him increasing 

troubl e, so I took over quite a bit of the ·clerical work - the bookkeep­

ing - took care of the orders, and any other odd jobs that carne along. 

The work was interesting in its way, and it sure helped me to learn 

about how a business is conducted, no matter what kind you're engaged 
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in. There are the matters of gettin g orders , filling them and delivering 

them - geccin g compl aint s straightened o ut -all of the details that a re 

found in mos t enterprises, no maccer what their nature. It also see med 

that those higher up liked my work. I will admit, without boasting, that 

I was a work e r, and when I se t my mind to doin g so me thin g I was a fir e­

ball - givin g it all I had -made plenty of unn ecessary motion s, per­

hap s, but I did ge t things done, and the bosses liked that. Durin g the 

time I was breaking in I was s uppo sed to be paid a s.alary . But so me­

ho w or other, my fa the r neve r got around to that. Perhaps he fi gured 

that ju s t to be a me mbe r of that gra nd old brewery was honor e nough, 

and at the outset I may have agreed with him. I s ure missed that regu­

l a r money I got at Hotchki ss & Tuck, but I was living at hom e so had 

really no needs for th e time be ing. 

At the outset I probably agreed with them , up to a point. You see, 

I was goin g to learn everything there was about the brewing business, 

and that would make me a rich and success ful man , famous on my own. 

Oh yes, I had it all worked out in my mind s tep by easy s tep - and be­

fore you knew it I wo ul d be at the top. It' s ju s t as well the yo ung have 

s uch ideas, because it is through their optimism that they have the 

courage to tac kle things olde r men might hesitate to attempt. 

Here i s one of the fir st things I noticed, and it gave me quite a jar. 

When I was in school and dropped in to the brewery for a chat with the 

boys or a look- a round , I was the son of the superintendent, an impor­

tant man. But no w I was part of the ir team, and their viewpoint shifted. 

Now I had to prove my se lf on my own merits . And being the son of one 

of the important men ·didn't help me: -it was a handicap in some ways. 

Some of th e boys around my ow n age naturall y rese nt ed my appearance 

as a fellow emplo yee. I had bec ome a rival , in a sense . They didn't 

relish the ide a that the bos s ' son was there, maybe to snoop and carry 

tal es. So now I had to battle my own way, and it was a good lesson at 

the very s ta rt ·- it's been a battle ever s ince. One of the things that 

charact e ri zes the American way of doing bus iness as compared with 

the Germ an way is this: Over in the old country the man at the head of 

any bu s iness i s regard ed with awe - the di s cipline is ve ry s trict, and 

the social level s are cle a rly defined. There the boss i s Herr So and 

So, treated wi th great defere nce , neve r kidded, a man in a world of his 

own. You received orders - you carried them out. No easy camaraderie. 

But he re in free America it was diffe re nt. Perh aps some of the men 

from over the re found it hard to adjust themse lv es, but the newer gener­

ation took to it with e nthu s ias m. l lik e it - l like to call tho se I work 
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with by their first or nick-names. That doesn't lower me in their esti­

mation nor them in mine. As a matter of face, it develops an esprit de 

corps found in no other country, even today. In England, and in the 

countries of Europe, as well as ocher parts of the world, there is still 

a formality we cannot understand or practice . So here I was, young 

Louie Wehle, and Louie I have remained to all cho se who know me well 

and like me, and the many I come in contact with in a business and so­

cial way. It does not mean that you think more or less of the man who 

is your boss. If he deserves it, he receives re spec t - if he doesn't, 

calling him Mister -doesn't change or help matters. 

And here's another thing. It didn't take me long to find out what 

made people operate. I have been doing that all my life. I am fascinated 

to know what makes some people get ahead and ochers lag behind in the 

race. To unc:rscand chat, and co do a little studying of yourself, is one 

way to get ahead, co understand people and how they function. I found 

early in life, for example, that men were divided into a number of gen­

eral categories. 

There is the pleasant fellow who cries so hard to please everybody. 

He is willing and good natured and wouldn't hurt your fe elin gs for any­

thing, even if by doing so it would be good for both of you. He takes 

orders without question, and as he cries so hard co please everybody, 

he often winds up by pleasing no one, not even himself. It just doesn't 

work out th at way in practical life . You are bound to tread on some 

people's toes as you step along in life . The mere fact that you are com­

peting for a place and recognition is bo und to create situations where . 

you can't see eye to eye, and not create antagonism. So the nice fellow 

wonders why the worth-whil e promotions pass him by, why so me of the 

"roughnecks" who cause trouble from time to time get ahead. You re­

tnember him with some affection, perhaps, but he rnakes no irnpre ssion 

on you and he certainly doesn't teach yo u much. 

Then there is the fellow who cries to do as little as he can for the 

money he makes. He's the fellow who cries to outsmart the boss, and by 

doing so, outsmarts him self. He cues corners where he can, knocks off 

work every chance he gets, cries to make friends hi gher up, so that he'll 

get promoted to a nice, soft job. A fellow like chat sometimes makes a 

little headway, but when the going ge es rough, when competition is rea lly 

keen, when the top brass are looking for a real man to do a real man's 
work, somehow or other, that fell ow finds him self out of the running. 
He can't unde rstand why, but keeps on trying to work out "angle s " 

that will get him a better job. The world is full of men like that, 
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and we had our full share back in the days .of my youth. This man 

need not be actually di s hon es t in one way, but in another sense he is. 

He i s not givin g of him self- he i s un willing to face up to the fact that 

so li d s uccess only come s from being willtng to sacrifice - work- fight 

back when the going is rough - have patience and faith that he will be 

abl e to lick hi s problems. 

Then the re is the fe llow who al ways has a chip on his s houlder. 

The one who know s that yo u a re working against ~im . He' s s ure if he 

only had the right connections he 'd really ge t going. He' s suspicious, 

e nviou s , not wi lling to cooperate because he' s afraid if he does he'll 

lose out to someone e l se . He's the man who isn't s ure of himself. He 

know s in hi s he art he i sn't up to hi s jo b, and tri es to cove r up by us ing 

one man again st the o the r. !li s work i s merely a way to make a livin g ­

not a way of life. He's th e man who ge ts sick easily and knocks off 

earl y from work because he has a headache , takes a couple of days ex­

tra whe n he' s on vacation, bee au se he contracted poison ivy on that 

fi shing trip. He's the man with a pretty good brain, perhaps, but un fo r­
tunately he doesn't use it th e ri ght way. You find him eve rywhere, and 

I guess you a lways wi ll. 

Then th e re's the man you can't tell any thing. He has a ll the a n­

swers - kno ws how to cure a cold - gives plenty of advice. His mind 

i s a clo sed doo r - yo u can't pry it open, and perhaps if you did you'd 

find an empty closet behind it. He has no speci al interes t in learnin g 

what may be a be tt e r way of doing a job. His boss is a fool, anyway, 

so why bother? He know s a lot they don't know or appreciate . He's the 

man with the clo sed mind- and then wonders why good promotions pass 

him by. 

Of course, there are many other so rt s of men -many a combination 

of the se - but at least thi s gives yo u an inkling into what I mean whe n 

I say I was fascinated with the study of peopl e. Heaven knows, I have 

my fault s, and I am s ure many will agree with me when they read this. 

But fooling myse lf ha s never been one of them . I like to look fact s 

right in the face - turn things over in my mind -- consider the merits 

and disadvantages of a problem. Naturally with all of this, a ce rt a in 
confidence in oneself i s absolutely impe ra tive . I believe· that l ack of 

confidence i s one of the most prevailing of all human failings. Even if 

yo u make mistakes .time and time again, the mere fact that yo u feel 

confident th a t yo u can do a ce rt ain job, is the ve ry mainspring of pro­

gress . It i s the doers - the ones tha t get s tarted - who ge t somew here . 

And then one must not forg et the individual talents people possess. 
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Today those things are understood much better than when I was a boy. 

Today the skill of trying to find the right men for the right jobs has 

become a profession. One of us has iOne set of mental reflexes, others 

have different. It is not merely a matter of being better or worse, as a 

matter of being different. 

So far as I was concerned, I have always been aggressive. l am 

sure that I have been a big pain in the neck to many, but I have al­

ways used the direct approach -it's as natural to me as breathing. If 
I have a job to be done, I want to get at it and do it the best way I know 

how. And if the job calls for improvements, for experimentation, tbat is 

just up my alley. Any challenge has always appealed to me -sparked 

me - has fired me - has literally exploded me into action. If a situa­

tion calls for drastic measures, immediately I start to work out ways 

and means to change that. Naturally I don't always succeed, but l sur~ 

try hard. So that sums up my business philosophy to this point. We'll 

have a chance to see a little more of that later. 

I remember well the night my father died. It was on the first of May, 

1898. A sleet storm was raging, even as late in the season as that. I 

was told to get a nurse and set out with a hack and two horses to her 

house. The storm grew in intensity, wires carne ripping down, tree 

branches blocked the road home, but we made it. I understood my fa­

ther's personal business, and knew he had not paid an insurance pre­

mium on his largest life insurance policy. So I immediately set out for 

the agent's house and paid the premium and got a receipt. Hours later 

my father died, but the insurance company paid the death claim. 

I had been a little over two years with Bartholomay when father 

passed on. Now I took over practically where he had left off. My su­

periors seemed to think I could handle the job, and I tried hard to jus­

tify their faith in me. Now I received what seemed a pretty decent sal­

ary, .$28.00 per week. The relationship in my home now changed to some 

extent. My oldest brother had married, and as I had practically taken 

over father's job at the brewery, mother felt as though I had taken his 

place in the home in many respects. My next older brother Frank was 

away at college at the time, so that made me the oldest boy at home. 

Feeling important has never made me unhappy, and I probably lorded it 

over my younger brothers. They had always looked up to me, however, 

so we got along pretty well and we tried to make a happy home despite 

father's absence- we sure missed him . 

. I had learned a good bit about the business from my father, as I 

have said, and imrnediately started to make a number of improvements 
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in the brewery, and the management was highly pleased. Considering 

my age, I can't say I am ashamed of the record I made. It is surprising 

how many people reject changes. They get used to a certain way of do­

ing things, and when any innovations are suggested they shake their 

heads and resent it. Older people are usually more prone to that than 

younger, but it's found even in the latte r. I was a tryer-outer- a man 

who said:-"maybe thi s is a good way to do things, but maybe th ere are 

better ways - how about it. Let's put our heads tdgether- see how we 

can improve our products, cut costs and do a greate~ volume of business 
and make a little more money." When you read history you find that the 

conservative attitude has always been common in all walks of life. I 

had no patience with that -perhaps not patience enough at times. 

After two years I thought I should have a raise in salary, which at 

this time was $28.00 a week. The following Saturday I did get a $3.00 

increase , but I though t th at wasn't enough. I immedia tely went to Mr. 

Foster, the manager, and protested. He said they usually gave 50 cent 

to a dollar raise, so he thought I s hould be satisfied with my big in­

crease. At le ast there was another $3.00 increase the next paytime -

this was a little more like it. 

Now came the turning point of my life. When I was twenty years 

old Mr. Foster called me in and said that if I really wanted to get ahead 
financially in the brewin g business, I would have to learn to be a brew­

master - the n they could pay me much more, because I would be more 

valuable to them. I have always been grateful for the experience I 

gained in office procedure. It's best to know every phase of the busi­

ness you're engaged in, because you can hire the right men to do the 

work for you - you can check and know what's going on, and those un­

der you have greater respect because they know yo u know what's what. 

The idea of becoming a real brewmaster appealed treme ndousl y to me. 

I really never have liked the detail work of an office, and I had always 

loved the brewing end of the business. There you could see results 

e very day right before your eyes. Now my head was already swimmin g 

with all sorts of ideas ho w I would make good old Bartholomay beer 
even better than ever. But I realized that I would have to go through a 

formal training course in the technique of brewing, so it was arranged 
for me to go to th e National Brewers' Academy in New York City. I at­

tended the class of 1909-10, and I'd like to tell you a few of the exper­

iences I had there . 
Now I. really was on my own! I had never been far from my home 

town, and the thought of goi ng to the huge city of New York appealed 
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mightily to me - its glamor- its big buildings, its many attractions. 

can't say my mother was over-enthusiastic about my leaving the home 

nest, but she knew that I would have to sooner. or later, and anything 

that improved her boys' chances to get ahead was worth any sacrifice. 

It was quite an experience gliding along the great Hudson River 

after leaving Albany, seeing all ~f the activity and then at last arriving 

at what seemed a huge place to me, the old Grand Central Station. Now 

I was a man of the world - I was in the big town - and I was more de­

termined than ever to make a big name for myself. 

Even fifty years ago New York was a big and exciting place. Sky­

scrapers were going up everywhere - there were wonderful places to 

eat - theaters to visit - diversions - something doing every minute -

exactly what would suit a young fellow of my temperament. Naturally 

I had gone down there to school, but I was determined not to miss too 

much while I had the chance - and I didn't. 

The Academy was held in connection with a laboratory that catered 

to the brewing industry - The National Brewer's Academy. They em­

ployed a number of experienced chemists and biologists. The class 

room was in back of the laboratory, and there was a cellar below with 

a complete miniature brewery . This was a practical school where you 

learned your trade from the ground - or the cellar - up. Each student 

was supposed to make his own brews, when he had progressed far e­

nough in his studies. There were five instructors, and you may take it 

from me, there was plenty of home work. Now at last I really learned 

the importance of real study, and by this time I had sense enough to 

appr~ciate its value - besides, I was paying for it out of my hard­

earned money, so that no doubt induced me to get my money's worth. 

As I believe I mentioned, there were ten in our class. Some were al­

ready more or less practical brewmen, while the others were sons of 

brewery owners who wanted them to get smartened up in the art of brew­

ing. There was always competition and excitement to find out how your 

own brew was coming out, because everybody claimed he made the best. 

I must admit I did a pretty good job, and much to my surprise the rest 

of the class agreed - by the way, I graduated second in the class, 

which made me pretty proud. I used to study afternoons and evenings 

with a fellow by th e name of Augie Haffenreffer, a good old German 

"name if there ever was one. He came from the weU-known brewing fam­

ily of that name. Naturally he and I had many discussions about all 
kinds of matters, riot always about the brewing business, either. One 

of his pet subjects was will power. He gave me quite a lecture on that 
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one day, and the outco~e of it was that he dared me to stop smoking . 

Well, I was twenty-one at the time , a full gro wn man, in my es.timation, 

and when he dared me to give up smoking I said I'il take that bet if 

you'll buy me a good dinner. It was a bet - a challenge -and from that 

time on, more than half a century ago, I have ne ver touched a cigarette­

but I haven't enjoyed that dinner up to this day. Augie is still around, 

and I hope some day to collect that bet before we're too old to enjoy it. 

My room was located i~ an old hotel on Broadway. It didn't have a 
bar, so when we boys wanted some beer, we bad a l:iell hop bring it to 

us. To come into the hotel undetected, we had to provide him "with a 
circular shaped can, and thi s fiu~d around hi s body without being no­

ticed in the lobby. You used to get quite a lot of beer for a quarter in 
those days, and it was good beer at that. My brother Frank, who was in 

New York at the time, used to come in for a visit every so often . As I 

have already mentioned, we all loved cards, so we used to have some 

pretty exciting bull sessions in our rooms. 

By this time I was rooming with a friend by the name of Joe Haag, 

later associated with me for years, and the one up first in the morn­
ing was the best dressed man for that day, because you had first pick 

of the other fellow's clothes. My shoes were bigger than Joe's, so if 
he beat me to it, and wanted to wear a pair of them, he'd put on a couple 

of extra pairs of socks so those shoes wouldn't fall off his feet. Nights 

when we were through studying, we used to stroll up Broadway toward 

the theatrical district. It was then in its glory -Broadway -the lights 
flashing- the many vaudeville and other theaters- the milling crowds­

things to see and smell and look at - a young fellow doesn't forget 

those first impressions of one of the greatest cities in the world -little 
old New York. 

To show you how close we were with the dollar, we knew every 

tavern by the price they charged for beer. It was our policy never to pay 

more than a nickle for a glass of beer. We soon found out that during 

intermissions at the theater bars, the price went up double while the 

patrons carne out for a bit of fresh air and a glass. We would wait until 

the bell rang for the people to go back to their seats, and then we'd order 
our beer for that nickle -get back to our own seats only a few minutes 

later. You see, it pays to use your head, even to save on a glass of 
beer. One evening we found ourselves out of money, and decided to walk 

horne. We did manage to get a dime from a friend we knew, but we de­
cided to ride back free to our destination. We'd hop on a car and when 

the conductor came around forhis fare we said we were broke and hopped 
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off and caught another trolley. This we did three times, and got home 

with the dime in good condition in our pocket - perhaps a lot of brains 

used to save that little, but I hope you get the idea. It might interest 

you to know that right opposite the hotel where I lived was the famous 

Union Square Hotel, where the notorious gangster Rothstein and his 

mob hung out. It was quite a place, and we naturally were interested in 

all that, but kept free and clear of any trouble in that direction -the 

free lunch there was wonderful. 

It was now getting close to the time of my graduation. It was cus­

tomary for the various breweries to offer the graduate students a fare­

well dinner. We were wined and dined in grand s tyle that year by the 

Ehret Brewery, our ho s t being Mr. Ehret, Senior. He got up and told us 

about hi s early days in th e beer business, how he came over from Ger­

many, how he started with a little brewery - made beer the first four 

days of the week and then delivered it on Friday and Saturdays - and 

hi s turned out to be the largest brewery in New York City. Mr. Ehret 

reminded me of my beloved grandfather, so I really listened to him. He 

was an inspiration to any young man interested in getting ahead in that 

business. I wish I had the time to tell you more about my experiences 

in school in New York, but there are many other things to talk about, 

so I will have to forego the temptation. The colored boys in our hotel 

used to sit down near the office to watch the bell ring on the big indi­

cator on the wall, summoning them to different rooms. At one time, one 

of the hotel guests died, and after the remains had been removed from 

the room, we conceived the idea of giving those boys a run for their 

money. We went to this room quietly and rang the bell and then went 

back to our room in a hurry. You can imagine the consternation down­

stairs when those boys saw that room indicated - they were positive 

no one was there - but they still weren't sure. They refuseq to go, and 

pe rhap s you coulon't blam e th em. We waited for a time ami then ran g 

the be ll again. We went back to our room, when in a few minutes a bell 

boy ran down the hall as though the devil were after him - right past 

that room, and from then on you couldn't get any of them to answer any 

of the calls in that particul a r sec tion of the hotel for some time. 

Well, it was time to leave the school, to leave New York. And it 

may interest you to know that I caught the last train out of the old Grand 

Central Station, because the very next day they moved to the magnificent 

new station across the street which is still occupied, although I hear 

there are plans about that now. In my excitement to get on board, I for­
got my suit case, but one of the boys tossed it over to ine, it opened 
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wide up and I spenc embarrassing minutes gathe ring my scaetered ef­

fects, much to my friend s ' amusement. 

I was sorry, yet glad, to leave New York. It was not the sort o f 

place I would select to live in permanently. It had been a great exper­

ience, I had mastered the art of brewing, so I felt rewarded for the tim e 

and money it had cost me. In those days you paid your own expenses 

if you were ambitious enough to become a brew mas ter. Nowad ays they 

do it differe ntly . 
It was nice to get back home, to familiar s urroun di ngs, to my mo­

ther, my gi rl , and the re s t of my loved ones. 1 g uess I have always been 

a home boy and man. While I have traveled extensively and been away 

more than I wanted, home has always bee n the center of my life -that, 
plus my business. So goodbye, New York - and glad to be back, Ro­
chester. 

Upon my return I was offered a job as assistant brewmaster at Bar­

tholomay. After five years there, during which time I married, I was of­

fered the brewmastership of the Genesee Brewing Company. After sev­
eral years as bre wmaste r the re, I was offered the same job a t the L ang 

Brewery of Buffalo, one of the largest and best in tha t part of the coun­

try. The understanding there was that the brewmaster was to retire, and 

I was to take over his duties. However, this did not prove to be the 

case. Now the country went dry- more about that later in another chap­

te r - and we were then forced to make Near Beer. I naturally was very 

much concern ed, afte r my yea rs of training, experi ence a nd reputation 

as a good brewmaster. It became prett y plain th at my service s might not 

be needed in th e future, because if we were not permitted to make real 

beer, how could I expect to s tay in th at business? So I devised a s yrup 

that could be brewed in any brewe ry, and the alcohol conte nt would be 

below the half of one percent permitted under thi s new law. I applied 

for a patent in Washing ton, but found that there was another outfit th a t 

also claimed a patent for the same thing. This often happ ens. People 

in various parts of the country will be thinking and working on the same 

invention because there is a need for it. Then when they apply for a 

patent , they find others have been thinking along the same lines. This 
syrup I speak of was heavy. It was boiled in the cus tomary manne r, 
water and hops added and then fe rm ented. Th~ result - a beer of le ss 

than one half of one perce nt alcohol. It did manage to keep a number of 

breweries alive . At the e nd of the fir s t year I received a substantial 
check as royalty of one cent a pound on account of my patent, s till 
pending. I then put th e brewery into the soft drink business, selling and 
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making a number of soft drinks, including a not bad cider drink . Many 

of the properties were becoming vacant, and the prospects for staying 
in the brewing business and making a satisfactory living became dimmer 

and dimmer. I saw the hand writing on the wall. For the time being, at 

least, the brewing business as I knew it no longer existed. This had a 
great effect on my personal life, as you shall see, but a still profounder 

one on the country, as you shall also see later. 

Now just a word about THE NOBLE EXPERIMENT - prohibition. 
The day arrived when it became illegal - January 29th, 1920 -to 

manufacture beer and other alcohol-containing beverages. Beer that had 

been brewed for centuries - fine old formulas that had been brought 
over from England and Germany and other lands, and adopted to Ameri­
can tastes. Now this beer was no longe r allowed to be brewed! 

After the first shock, there was exactly the re act ion that any level­

headed person could have anticipated- revolt! 

And with that a strange thing came about. People who up to this 

time had either very rarely or never indulged, became curious, then in­

terested and then intrigued . The mere fact that they were now under the 
law deprived of what had been of very little interest to them before, 

piqued their curiosity. What was it all about? Where can I get some of 

that stuff- where was it being made, if at all? It became a challenge 

to their independence , and created the "prohibition drinker" who many 

times was far worse than those who had been accustomed to handle what 

they had e njoyed before . It became the smart thing ·-the fashionable 

thing - the patriotic thing - to avoid this law of the land, because in 

their opinion it was a bad law that should never have been written. 

If it had only stopped at that point, perhaps not too much damage 
would have been done to our count(y. 

But now loomed up a monstrous thing - a thing that has changed 
the entire social moral fabric of our country, and has left its permanent 

scars on our civilization. A flaunting of the law where men had never 

flaunted it before. Good, upstanding men and women who had never 

thought of questioning a law - the backbone of our civilization- many 

of these became evaders of the l aw -met in hideouts where you had to 
know th e name of the man who popped his head out of a cubbyhole, and 

you said "Joe" sent you . 
. Now, coupled with this, there arose the incredible regime of the 

gangster - the mobster - the men who fattened on this evading of the 
law - they grew in corruption and power- practically took over local 

city governments, invaded every strata of society. The crimes they p.er-
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petrated to gain control is in itself a long and very sinister tale. Suf­

fice it to say, this prohibition had brought a weakening of the entire 
concept of our respect for law - not alone for one, but for all. Crime 

increased by leaps and bounds - the rum runners - the bathtub gin 
parties -illicit drinking places spread over the land- and it penetrated 

to every segment of society . Students of this entire matter say it has 
left its permanent scars. 

Perhaps when those who have lived through this NOBLE EXPERI­

MENT are all gone, matters will straighten themselves out. But the 

fact remains that this NOBLE EXPERIMENT was one of the most dev­

astating and destructive pieces of national assinity that has ever been 
foi seed upon any civilization. 

You may say because I was in the beer brewing business that I 

was prejudiced. I try not to be. Naturally I admit that I was deeply in­

volved, because it affected my means of livelihood -hit a very tender 

nerve - my pocketbook. But I have always cried to look at it from the 

sensible, practical viewpoint. I try to know how people react, and even 
if I had never touched a drop of beer or any other similar beverage in 

my life, I would still feel exactly the same about it. I have spoken to 

many teetotalers, and surprisingly enough a large percentage believed 
as I did. 

There were those who said chat prohibition had come to stay. Even 

as smart a man as Bill Love, who later became Supreme Court judge of 

New York State, was convinced chat beer would never come back. I met 
him on the street one day, and he said he considered me crazy to try 

to buy a brewery to anticipate the coming repeal of prohibition. He lived 
to admit his error, as the gentleman he was, but many felt the way he 

did. 
So - may the NOBLE EXPERIMENT rest in peace! It is lying in 

an unmourned grave - at least by the most of us. It is surprising it 
lasted so long - but there are better and sounder methods to cope with 

such problems. Let us hope we have gained in knowledge, wisdom, and 

understanding to do that in the future. 
So now I was confronted with the problem of getting into a busi­

ness ihat would make me a good living - I wasn't interested in any 
other. I have always been like chat. If one thing didn't work out, try 

another. If you find one business isn't the kind co offer you a good liv­

ing and a future - look around and find another. That's the way we've 

been in this country. We don't get discouraged coo fast- we don't cling 

to the past - we are optimistic and forward-looking by nature - we are 
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willing to pull up s take s and be pioneers, whether it's g01ng 1n a covered 

wagon to the West, or getting into something new right at home. 

Now this was going to be a new adventure, and I was ready for it. 

I was full of energy - had a pretty broad business naining by this 

time, 1 was enthusiastic, and the old brain was working on all cylin­

ders. How well that all worked out, we shall see . 
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CHAPTER 4 

The Grocery & Baking Business 

As you may recall, I have mentioned that many of the properties 

that the Lang and other breweries owned were becoming vacant and run 

down. The managements were at a loss to know what to do with them. 

That made them more willing to listen to any proposition that would 

help them out of their financial troubles. I was at Lang's in Buffalo, 
and I thought the matter over pretty carefully - made some inquiries 

and did some surveys. I then suggested that they go into the chain 

grocery store business. They thought well of the idea, and I was de­

lighted to look into the matter and make my reports and findings. I felt 

something like an old war horse who smells powder, or one who hears 

the fire gong in the firehou se and is ready to start off full speed. 

Now, I knew nothing about the grocery business, except looking 

for bargains for mother, having been trained along oth e r lines. So the 

first step was to find someone who did. That's always a sound prin­

ciple in business. Get a man or men who know their business to work 
for you, and you have a much better chance to succeed. I selected a 

man who was with the great A & P grocery chain and hired him. This 

organization had started out small as a strictly coffee, tea and spice 

store, but now they were beginning to open stores all through the coun­

try and were adding to their lines. I felt here was a man who had had 

the sort of training and experience to do me a good job of organizing a 
chain of our own. With him, and with another man from the Lang Brewery, 

George Sattler by name, we started to open a chain of grocery stores­

in fact, opened one a week on the average and with few interruptions 

in this expansion until we had ninety stores. Many of these were in 

rented stores, as the brewery properties were soon used up. This was 

a time of tremendous work for me, but I had a way to make in the world, 

and I wasn't going to let anything keep me from getting ahead. To lease 

the right stores at the rig _ht rent,. to get them ready for the chain store 

business, to stock them, to hire the right men to manage them - believe 
me, I could have used a twin brother those days, and we both would 

have been busy. 

Now along came the flu epidemic of 1918, the worst in modern 

times. People in all walks of life sickened and died. This malady didn't 
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confine itself to older people and yoWlger children, but it struck people 
in the best years of their lives as well. There was little known about 

it, so the mortality was very high, and you can be sure it didn't help 
business because so many of the employees were incapacitated. · 

My A & P man died, and that was a great shock to me, both per­

sonally and for the business. I had already been selected as head and 

president of this grocery chain, called The Thrift Grocery Stores, Inc . 

Now I was actually performing double duty- in the daytime I was brew­

master for Lang to keep their near-beer-business and soft drink sales 

going. I worked in the mornings and afternoons for the grocery chain. 
When the business warranted it, I took on a macaroni salesman as buyer 

and assistant, and I sure needed him. Unfortunately this did not work 

out as I had hoped, and this is how it happened. I thought I could trust 

him, but as time went on and I had a falling out with the outfit, this 

man who I was willing to make a partner in a new venture having sold 

$250,000 worth of stock and having the checks and drafts in my pocket, 

double-crossed me and told Lang about the whole scheme. Lang became 

furious and even had his bank call the various people who had invested 

in the new venture and threatened to take business away from them. I 

did not feel I wanted to go ahead with stock holders who were afraid 

they would lose any business they had with Lang, or loans that they 
might have with the bank being called, so I called the whole thing off. 

I gave back every penny of the money I had collected, not even asking 

the stock holders to pay the legal fees and organization expenses. 

We had had some connections with a bakery while I was in the 
the chain store business - had contacted a German bakery called Tres­
selts on Genesee Street in Buffalo, and asked them to supply our chain 

stores with their products, which they did. After two weeks their del­
ivery service was so poor, I complained to their manager, and he said: 

"if you don't like the way I deliver the goods, buy me out!" By four 

o'clock that same afternoon I walked into his office with the money and 
took over the bakery, so I was now also in that business. After getting 

out of the chain store enterprise, it seemed only logical that I should 

continue in the bakery field. I am happy to report that it was a success 
from the very start, although I had never been. ins.ide a retail bakery be­

fore. Neither had my younger brother Ray, whom I put in as manager. 

He had a good head on his shoulders, and I figured between us we could 

make a go of it, if hard work and tending strictly to business could do 

it. We had a good, honest product that was popular, the turn-over 
on our capital was rapid because the goods sold daily, and even with a 

-35-



small margin of profit per sale, there seemed to be no reason why we 

could not really make it pay. And we were going to see to it that every­

one in our territory was going to enjoy our products and make us some 

money at the same time - a pretty hard-to-beat combination. We built 

this one bake shop until it was really going great guns, and then we 

branched out until we had thirty-five in a very short period. You can 

imagine how hard we worked - time meant nothing to us - but we loved 

it and were proud and happy to see our little enterprise grow and really 

prosper. When we were at the height of our success, Lang called Ray in 

one day, and in spite of the fact that Ray and I owned 40% of the stock 

of that bakery, I owning most of it, Lang took over the management. 
Lang doubtless· felt that if this bakery was such a success there was 

no good reason why he could not make it even a greater one. In about 
six months .be. called me one day and suggested that I had better start 

running that bakery business again. Naturally I wondered why. Why 

this sudden generosity? You usually aren't handed something on a sil­
ver platter without a good reason. Of course, I got in touch with Ray 

to find out what was behind this unusual burst of generosity on Lang's 

part. Ray told me •that Lang had insisted on opening so many new stores 

in such poor locations that they had been losing money. In addition to 

that, Lang had opened a second manufacturing bakery, and between .t.hg 

two, the business had gone into the red and threatened to go still deeper. 

Now I understood the whole thing. This was a valuable lesson I learned, 

and has been ~aluable to me ever since. Mere size doesn't mean a thi~g 
unless it's backed up by sound management up and down the line. 

As soon as I took over again, this time with a free hand, I imme­

diately closed one of the bakeries, closed many of the unprofitable 

stores, · and in a few months had that bakery back again on its feet on 

the way to making some nice money. So with all of this experience in 

Buffalo, I went in with my brothers to operate a house-to-house b~kery 
in Rochester. It had been operating for some time between Harold and 

Ray, but the progress had been slow due to· lack of capital. I brought 

some fresh money into the · business, revitalized it, went out and sold a 

couple of hundred thousand dollars worth of stock, and really started to 

build that business up. And here~s another sidelight on how to operate 

a business. You can have a fine product for which there is a demand, 

you can have able men connected with it, but unless you have enough 

capital to get it launched and operating profitably, you're very much 
handicapped, especially if you plan to expand. The old bakery on Par­
cels Avenue was soon too small, and we bought out the Anthony Bakery 
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on Clarissa Street in Rochester and moved into it. House-to-house del­

i very was becoming · more popular as it saved women from going to the 

bakery, taking the time from their homes, especially when the weather 

was bad. It was a trend of the times , and we took full advantage of it. 

We continued to develop and expand until that bakery had ninety routes 

and had Rochester and the surrounding territory completely covered. We 

didn't miss a trick - we had pleasant, friendly driver-salesmen, every­

thing was kept spic and span, and we tried to make people take notice 

whenever one of our trucks passed their doors. The extra capital went 

into buying new equipment, new trucks, hiring new route men, all of 

which turned out to be very profitable for all concerned. Now I felt we 

were ready for further expansion. We then surveyed the country and de­

cided upon opening a bakery in Youngstov.>n, Ohio and also Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. I am happy to say the bakery in Young s town was even a 

greater success than the one in Rochester.. 

Now here's a lesson I learned and it cost me money - the hard 

way. Never overlook the buying habits of the people in any town when 

you plan to cater to their wants. In one community they live one way, 

in another it may be quite different. Now in the big, thriving city of 

Milwaukee there was one of the largest and most prosperous concen­

trations of German people in the country . It was, and is, a fine city, 

clean, well run, and a credit to our country. But in Milwaukee, in those 

days, . there were countless good German housewives who enjoyed go­

ing to the corner bakery in the mornings and evenings to select some­

thing good for the meals, and perhaps for their cup of afternoon coffee, 

as was the custom. They enjoyed the chance to meet friends, to ex­

change gossip. So, in spite of the fact that we had a good product , 

and were able and willing to deliver it right to their homes, that busi­

ness never was successful as it had been in the other cities. We put a 

tremendous amount of hard work into that enterprise, but because we 

had overlooked the one simple basic fact of habit, we lost out. I am sure 

no big organization today would ever make that mistake, but we did, 

and it cost us hard-earned money, time and effort. Perhaps the original 

German element has now become completely Americanized in Mil wau­

kee, but I am sure that if I ever planned to start another house-to-house 

delivery business anywhere, I would never forget that lesson I learned 

in Mil waukee. 

About this time, the banking outfit in New York of Spencer, Trask & 

Company, became interested in putting bakeries together. It was a time 
of national expansion and consolidation. They employed one Arnold 
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Geiser, whose father-in-law had put together all the big baking com­

bines in the country -including Continental, General and Ward, giants 

in their field: This father-in-law broke Arnold into this job, and after 

the former's death , Arnold took over. He contacted me, and after a 

couple of visits and consultations, I sold him on the idea of buying us 

out. This was in March of 1929. I was now almost 40 years old, just as 

vigorous and full of enterprise as ever, and I was happy to have been 

able to put this over - it gave me greater confidence in myself, and 

meeting with high-calibre men had helped strengthen me in my deter­
mination to get ahead. I alone sold our bakery in Rochester, the Wehle 
Baking Company, Inc . , also the one in Youngstown and the one in Mil­

waukee. The total price, it may interest you to know, was $1,316,000.00. 
The stockholders in Rochester were happy because they got fourteen 

times their original investment on the first issue of the company. The 

stockholders of the Youngstown bakery received a handsome reward on 

their investment, but the stockholders of the Milwaukee bakery just 
about came out even. We were merged with the Hathaway Bakeries of 

Boston, and with our three Rochester bakeries, it made a total of six­
teen. I was made a vice-president and director and put in charge of the 

Western division as General Manager. I managed the plant for some 

years, until the brewing business started to get hot once more. 

So now we say goodbye to the chain store and bakery business. I 

had learned a lot, I had gai 0 ed a pretty comprehensive understanding of 

what makes a business operate, and now I was ready to go back to my 
first love- the brewing business. I hoped that what I had learned would 

help me put the ailing brewing business back on its feet - it sure 

needed a healthy transfusion of two point seven five. 

How that all came about - how and when we managed to be ready 
for the repeal of prohibition I was sure was coming, is another story. 

I hope all of that will be of some interest to my readers. 
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CHAPTER 5 

Back To The New Geuesee 

For some time I had sensed there was to be an end to Prohibition. · 

There were many who did not agree with me, but I could not believe 

that this situation could continue indefinitely in such a country as ours, 

it just didn'c make sense. By this time the "Noble Experiment" had 

been in force for about te n years, and there were many who honestly 

believed that it was here to stay. It was fund am eritall y a bad law , one 

that could not be e nforced effectively because it did not have the sup­
port or approval of the citizens. I had considered this from every phase, 

and .that was the conclusions at which I arrived, and there were others 
who agreed with me, even if not always openly. 

As luck would have it, I had abo ut timed it right. As my grand­
father and father had both be en in the brewing business, and I graduated 
from a brewing school, I naturally watched current trends in the busi­

ness. When I thought the time was ripe for action I got busy and started 
to move fast. Which agai.n emphasizes the fact that experience is one 

thing you need to get anywhere in business, no matter how energetic 

or enthusiastic you may be. My knowledge of the brewing business from 

office to brew house came in mighty handy . 

Now that I was convinced that Prohibition Repeal was only a mat­

ter of time, I considered what my first step should be. The country was 

full of down-at-the-heel breweries with millions of dollars of equipment 

no longer any good. It was an unu s ual econornic situation for a major 

industry to find itself. Never before had this great industry been in 

such desperate circumstances, which in a way was to my advantage. 

When I looked over the field I conceived the idea of acquiring owner ship 
of the old Genesee Brewery. This Brewery had always had an excel­
lent reputation. I was familiar with it and the territory it covered, as I 

had been brewmaster there for five years. My grandfather, father and the 

entire Wehle family were also stockholders in the English company that 
bought out the Genesee in 1898. If many men sensed · this situation the 

way I did, and if they knew about the fact that I was planning tore­
enter the brewing business at this time, prices would sky rocket over 

night. They would figure that Wehle had some inside information about 

all this, and that he was taking advantage of the unusual situation. 
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Whatever information or hunches I had , I kept to myself. For if Pro­
hibition was repealed, and my hunch was correct, I would be in a mighty 

favorable position on the day when real beer became legal and ready 

for the market. By this time Genesee was only a shell of its former 

self. It had gone to rack and ruin over the years. The floors were in 

very bad shape, to say nothing of the roo f, part ~f which had actually 

caved in. All the machinery, piping and wiring were gone, but after all, 

the buildings (such as they were) were there and the good old earth 
under them was the same as it had always been. 'I could see that there 

would be a tremendous amount of work and planning before Genesee 
would be ready for that long looked-for day. 

The first step was to acquire the property at the lowest possible 
price. I had that much faith in my judgment that I was willing to take a 

gamble. As it turned out, it became a pretty profitable gamble in the 

long run, but I didn't know it then. At that time the owners of Genesee 

were two men engaged in the restaurant business-- Jack Ward and 
Eddie Dettinger, both friends of mine. As I said, I had to go about pur­
chasing Genesee very cautiously. No interviews, no rumors, no hints. 

It was a time to act and say nothing. I secured the support of Mr. Val 

. Hamilton, whom I had go about purchasing Genesee very cautiously. 

He was a man I could trust, owned a flourishing flour mill in Caledonia 

and also one in Honeoye Falls. He had a host of friends, a man who en­

joyed a splendid reputation, exactly the man who could help me in this 

problem. I confided in Val my desire to purchase the Genesee Brewery, 

but I warned him that if the owners even got an inkling that I wanted it, 

the price would shoot to the moon. He succeeded in getting an option 

for $35,000 .00 which I exercised in due time. The price was a low one, 
even in the. present condition of the brewery, and considering its p.oten­

tials it was a big bargain. While the price was low, it was by no means 

peanuts to me, I can tell you. 

When Ward and Dettinger heard who the actual purchaser of Gene­

see was they certainly were surprised. Considering my background in 
the brewing business, they seemed to think they would like to become 

partners. I told them it was too late for that but they could take stock 
and bonds for what I still owed them on the brewery as it stood, which 

was $20,000.00. They readily accepted this, and as time proved, they 
were not the least put out about the deal they had made. As a matter of 

fact they considered themselves mighty lucky to have gotten in on the 
ground floor. Now that I owned Genesee Brewery, I formed a corporation. 
It was now necessary to secure the services of a competent brewmaster. 
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After careful consideration I asked Charles Fromm to take over. Here 
was a man I had known for years. He was a graduate of the .same Na­

tional Brewers Academy in New York I had attended, graduating the 

year after me. He formerly had been brewmaster for the American Brew­

ery of Rochester. It was going to be a terrific job to get old Genesee 

to look like new Genesee, and Charlie was the man for that undertaking. 

Hours meant nothing to him. He was a brewmaster at heart, knew every 

phase of his business, and was a man who could be relied upon to do a 

first-class job. Ol.d Genesee for New Genesee needed men like that. 

Now one of the very first tasks was to try to secure the necessary 

equipment for the opening. By that time, after ten years of Prohibition, 

the country had any numbe r of run-down breweries , as I have mentioned , 

some with good equipment, many with worthless. By this time I had 

heard of a complete brewery for sale in Kansas City, Missouri, owned 

by the Muelenbach Brewing Company. I made a deal with them and 

bought everything except tanks, bottling equipment and ice machinery. 

Fromm went to Kansas City and dismantled the machinery and shipped 

it home, a tremendous job in itself. Charlie retired in 1959 and has been 

succeeded by his assistant Carl Myers, capable and efficient, who has 

been with Genesee for years. Carl comes from a family of brewmasters. 

daughter. Her father, Ed Neschke, is one of the best-informed and ex­

perienced brewmasters in the United States, and Carl and he thrash out 

many a problem together, a hard-to-beat combination. 

Next I went to New York City and purchased a number of Pflauder 

storage tanks from th -:! C .=ntral Brewing Company for one dollar per bar­

rel, about one-s~,:tl, their true value when new . These tanks were in 

perfect condition. Again Charlie Fromm was on the job and moved these 

home to Roche s ter, toge ther with other brewing equi pnent he inst alled 

in the brewery. 

Next I bought from the Barry-Wehmiller Company, a ten barrel-per­

hour complete new bottling outfit, which I later changed to a larger one. 

So far as I know, this was the second outfit sold a brewery since Pro­

hibition. Next the hig hly important refrigeration equipment wa s pur­

chased, this time brand new. That seemed to be the wisest investment 

rather than to get a run-down setup that might !lave cost us time and 

money to keep it going right , and time was important at this stage of 

the game. I thought I had been busy in the grocery chain store and 

bakery businesses. Now I really knew what being busy meant. I really 

learned the value of time, how to get as much done with the shortest 

possible outlay of energy and motion. How I could have been busier 
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it's hard to say. My good family saw little of me or I of them. I was in 

and out of town jumping on trains getting back at all hours. But this 

was all one of the high points of my life, to open and be ready for beer 

when it became legal again, with an excellent brewery, completely 
equipped and ready to get its full share of the flood of orders that were 
bound to come as soon as the gong rang . 

Those two years of preparation were hectic ones, and of course, 

others began to sense the repeal of Prohibition now. I believe I am safe 

in stating that I was one of the first in this country to anticipate this 
this move, at least it helped me get an early start. Other breweries na­

turally came into line, but Genesee of Rochest.er was one of the first 

to be ready for what the public had been thirsty for -- good, honestly­
brewed beer with its two point seven-five alcohol content. As it hap­
pened, we were only nineteen days late, even by having started out two 

years before, on the hunch I had at that time. It must have been a strong 
one to go to all that expense and effort. 

Before we get to the actual grand opening of Genesee, I think a 

short resume of the individuals who helped me make it a success, is in 
order at this time. As I have mentioned elsewhere, no man can run any 

kind of volume business alone. And it took a great many men to build 

the New Genesee Brewing Company into the present $25,000,000. per 

year enterprise. In spite of the money I had raised, my resources were 

not enough after paying for the building and machinery. So it became 
necessary for me to raise outside money. Having had that experience 

before when I secured money for the bakeries, I went to work and suc­

ceeded in raising almost the entire amount necessary for financing the 

brewery, with the exception, of about $35,000.00. And just at this time 

we experienced the famous bank holiday of 1931. You can see what I 

was up against. People hanging on to their money, people frightened 

about the future of the country. I considered whom to consult and see 

about raising this extra money. Times were really rough, thousands of 

pe.ople out of work, and we were only just beginning to see a little light 

after one of the greatest slumps in our entire history. The crash of 1929 

had left many men of means hanging on the ropes, and the average man 

had little or no extra money to invest in anything. He was lucky if he 
was out of debt and he planned to stay that way. I could hardly have 

selected a worse time to raise money, but time was what I had little of, 

because I had to be ready if it was humanly possible to do so. 
At that time I was a director of the Central Trust Company of Ro­

chester. John Murray was the President. 1 talked this over with him, 
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and he furnished me with many names of people whom he thought might 

be intere sted in buying stock in Genesee. This list proved co be really 

valuable, and you may be sure I left no stone unturned co contact those 

names in the hopes that at leas t some would see th e potential profits 
in Genesee. Even as late as this time there were quite a few people who 

felt that Prohibition was here to stay, so that didn't help my cause too 

much. l collared people where and whenever I could contact them. I was 

sort of prophet in the wilderness, trying to bring th em the good news 

that here was a stock that looked mighty promising. In addition to con­

tacting th ese men, I also turned to the former stockholders of th e old 

baking companies. It didn't t ake me long to remind them of the excel­

lent returns they had enjoyed on their previous ve nture. This was a big 
help, for I already had their confidence. While many kn ew nothing about 

the brewing business, and whether Repeal was corning as soon as I 

thought it would, they felt that I knew what I was talking about. Because 

of that quite a few were willing to invest with me again. The money 
carne in small amounts as a rule, so it took extra hard work to get the 

amount I had to have. 

Looking around for more possible prospects, I also contacted those 

who were putting Genesee ·back on its feet, such as th e various con­

tractors who were supplying machinery and equipment. If they would pur­

chase stock, it would give us the added capital, and I felt confident 

they would make more money in the long run than by simply being paid 
for their labor and materials. My cousin Fred Loewenguth was most co­
operative in taking as much stock as he could handle, and he gave me 

the names of prospective purchasers. What I would have' done without 
all this help, I am at a loss to say. Times were terribly hard, and very 
little extra cash was laying around loose. People were more money-con­
scious than they had been for years, and they were in no mood to take 
chances when the country hadn't yet got back on its financial feet. But 

there are always some who are foresighted enough to see that a fair 

risk is often the very best way to make money. So much for raising the 

needed extra capital. 
At about this time I had heard of a man by the name of Don Daile_y 

who might consider joining the Genessee staff. I needed good beer when 
the day really arrived, of course. But also needed a staff of men who 

would have the know-how and enthusiasm to operate the brewery. With­

out them everything would fail. I knew Don was an able man, so I con­
tacted him and offered him the Vice-Presidency and Sales Manager's 
job. He accepted, and that was the smartest move I ever did make. Even 
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today Don (who just retired due to a broken hip) and I see each other and 
we talk about those exciting, hectic days when no amount of work seem­

ed too much when we lost track of time, when we were on fire with the 
desire to build up a profitable business. 

FINANCING THE BREWERY 

Now Dailey in turn introduced me to a man oy the name of Tom 

Nagle, and we made a verbal agreement that I purchase oil and gas from 

him for ten years and he would buy stock in the company . This Tom did, 
and I think he found it to be one of the best investments he ever made. 

Time went on. Ten years passed and we kept on buying automobiles and 
gas from Tom until he went out of that business. No written contract 

was ever entered into. It was a gentleman's agreement. Tom today re­

mains one of my closest friends, and is still a Director of Genessee. 

John Pike, a contractor of Rochester, also was a director of the Central 

Trust Company, and he became our contractor. He was obligated to 

Central Trust for some loans, and President, John Murray, arranged to 

take additional notes from him to pay him for the work he was· doing at 
the brewery, he in turn taking brewery bonds and stock. This also ap­
plied to Walter Heughes of Heughes & Company, the iron people, who did 
not require any bank loans. 

In addition to this, I also arranged to give the 0 'Connor family a 
very good deal in bonds and stocks, mainly because of a family friend­

ship, plus the fact that Dr. O'Connor had lost some money in the pur­
chase of Hathaway Bakery preferred, which he had purchased on his own . 

.I was not directly involved in that . transaction, but I felt a moral re­

sponsibility, and this was one way I could compensate him for that loss. 
Jim O'Connor, deceased, was, and his brothers are large stockholders. 

Jim O'Connor had been a friend of mine since high school days, although 

.he was a Republican and I a Democrat. Jim had put my name up at :East 
High to become a member of the Theta Phi Fraternity I talked about in a 
previous chapter. I had never forgotten that, because I felt at the same 

time it was one of the most important things <hat had happened to me as 

a teen age boy. He introduced me to Marsh Taylor, who became the 
District Attorney of Monroe County, then Supreme Court Judge, then Judge 

of the Appellate Division and finally Chief Justice of the Appellate 
Division. We were great family friends. A wise counselor, a true friend, 

a prince of a fellow and he eventually became a stockholder in the 
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brewery. Anothe r man who had real faith in me and the success of Gen­

esee was Bruce John s on, a life insurance salesman. Bruce took all he 

could affo rd of Genesee s toc k, somet im es actuall y in payment of pre­

mium o n my life policies, which the co mpany had fo und necessary to 

tak e out for its protectio n . 

Another big cog in the whee l s th at got our brewery und er way was 

Fr ank S mith , si nce deceased, of the John Smith Printing Company . He 

was a fine! capabl e man with a very wide circle of friends and acquain­

tances, and always read y to l end a hand . Frank did all of our printing. 

Hi s secret a ry was Milt on Silver, who was a genius in the adve rtising 

and sales fields. He was a very valuable man to us in a numbe r of ways. 

He was our .first advertising manage r and helped us in a big way in de­

ciding our policies. It is mighty import ant to get. sta rt ed on the ri ght 

track in adve rti s ing, and Milton Silver was the ma n for the job. Another 

man who became very import ant to Genesee was Esten Fletcher. He 

was a member of the Ancient Accepted Order Noble s of My s tic Shrine, 

a nd formerly Impe ri a l Po te nt ate of the Shrine, a man who was highl y 

re ga rded whereve r he was known. I had my eye on him for some time 

because I kn e w of hi s reput a tion . Wh e n I was co ming back from the 

1938 Democratic Nati onal political con ve ntion , I approached Esten to 

see whe ther he wo uld be inte rested in beco ming our treasurer. He said 

he had considered th e matter carefully, and now he wa s ready to act in 

th at capacit y. He was a bulwark of s trength to us in those earl y days, 

a ve ry dis ting uished looking man, who made fri ends easily, a man wit h 

kee n judgement, and hi s good se rvices proved invalu able in conduc tin g 

and gett ing our new venture safe l y on the ro ad. Now came th e mo s t cri­

ti cal tim e in th e fin a ncing of our brewery. 

We reall y needed mone y no w. There were bills in almost eve ry 

mai l , and we had to l ay out th e money in order to ge t the brewery re ady. 

It was a pretty critic a l s ituation, I tell you. I tri ed to borrow mon ey on 

my life in s urance policies. Im ag in e my consternat ion and bitter disap­

apointment when that very night a moratorium had been declared on life 

in s uran ce lo ans. This was a tremendous blow to me , as I am s ure it was 

to co untless oth er men througho ut the co untry. No one had experi e nced 

thi s s ituation before . Up to now a loan on your .insurance policy was as 

"money in th e bank". I could not ge t a red cent on my policies, which 

th e n had a cash s urrende r value of over $30,000.00. I th en turned back 

to the bank and borrowed what money I could and kept right on con­

structing the brewery, trying to ge t into ope ration before the Rep eal of 

the 18th Am endment. 
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But now here was exciting news. Ahead of Repeal,. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed that two-point-seven-five beer was 

non-intoxicating, and now it was legal to make and market this bever­

age again as it had been formerly brewed. This was, of course, in ac­

cordance with the amendment, the resolution adopted by the Democratic 
Convention, which provided for the repeal of the 18th Amendment in its 

entirety. This was a plan Al Smith had advocated for years. But now the 

country was in desperate shape financially and morally. The gangsters 

and bootleggers had practically taken over law enforcement all ·over the 

land. 

Since the brewery has been organized which was April 27, 1933, it 

has paid out in taxes, as follows: 

Excise Taxes (Beer) 

Federal 
State 

Income Taxes 

Federal 
State 

County 

$108,488,289.30 

13,753,760.84 

12,907,672.36 

1, 566,392.63 
163,217.70 

The above figures do not include: 

Real Estate 

Sales 

Social Security 
Unemployment Insurance 
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I scouted around for some of the people who formerly worked for 

me at old Genesee. Among others I hired AI Leinen as our office man­

ager. AI took wonderful care of the office, and only recently retired . 

His long-time assistant George Powers, now has become Al's succes­

sor. George is a hard worker, competent and takes his job very ser­
iously. He has an assistant by the name of Dick Burns who is a mighty 

efficient man, so that department is well taken care of by good inen. AI 

relieved me of a great deal of work and detail worry for he was a bear 

for system and order. Next I hired an ex-shipping clerk of old Genesee, 

Bill Mensing, who remained with us until he retired some years ago - I 

regret to say, he is now gone. I hired as many of the better old brewery 
employees · as I could, including Tony Mason as City Sales Manager. 

Tony and I had worked together at Bartholomay's and were pals for 

years. He was a big asset to the entire organization. I also secured the 

services of John Abel, who was the cellar boss at Bartholomay and has 

only l eft us recently, due to poor health. He taught me the filtering and 

carbonation_ of beer as well as cellar work while I was in the office, 

and his thorough instruction proved valuable to me in the years after. 

Another old Bartholomay employee was John Thomas who came to us 

and took over management of the wash house. Reg Westbrook joined 

Genesee in 1940 when we purchased the Cataract Brewing Company and 
has been a valuable assistant to the Sales Manager. 

In addition to these men I have mentioned, and I hope I've not for­

gotten any, I turned to the bakery to see if I could interest some of the 
best ones to come with us. I hired a number of them - men I could trust 

and rely on - as well as some of my wife's and my own relatives; at 

one time there were eighteen connected with Gen.esee. And I must not 
forget to mention Marlene Boyle. She came to us right out of school, and 
has been an invaluable assistant to Jack and me and the entire Wehle 

family in many ways, as well as furnishing pictures and information for 

this book. 
Neal Hawn is our Purchasing Agent, and through his hands a lot 

of our money goes to purchase supplies. He always does an outstanding 

job, watching eve ry dollar and making it carry its full load. 

Ken Lehr is in charge of a very important department, Transporta­

tion. He has a big fleet of cars to look after, and the manner in which 

he handles his job keeps them rolling at the lowest possible upkeep 

cost - a valuable man. 
To mention some more important Genesee men I must add George 

Larkin, now deceased. He was a loyal , capable man, and unfortunately 
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died much too young. His last pos1t1on with us was in the -bottle house 
superintending the work there. This post is now occupied by AI Stenz 

who fills this important job in a most satisfactory manner, assisted by 

George Loewenguth who has been one of our top mechanical men for 

years. Bill Heigel, another top man, is in charge of the fermenting cel­
lars. 

Chuck Sabernick, Leo Cullen and Al Woggon are tops in their work 

and have been with Genesee for years. Bill King, o!-'r engineer in charge 

of the maintenance department, is a very valuable man and does excel­
lent work. 

Richard Yolk, a real old timer, whose father I knew well, is an im­

portant link in the bottle house management end, as is Otto Begy. 
Two other old timers who faithfully watch the shipping of our pro­

ducts are Barney Levy, whom I have known as a boy, and Jim Hanna, 
whose father was in the cooperage business, and a great friend of mine. 

Mario Frati of the laboratory, whose father I know and like, has 

also been with us for years. 
Years ago I had a nurse come to my house to care for me after I 

had contracted pneumonia. Her name is Mary Tripp. She was so compe­

tent and faithful that I induced her to join the staff at Genesee, and 

she has been the company nurse ever since and a valuable employee. 

I have gone to some length in this part of this chapter to empha­

size the wonderful assistance I received from so . many men in making 

the New Genesee Brewing Company a success. I wish there were more 

time and space to name all of them. I am happy to say that because of 

our set-up the labor turnover at Genesee has always been a low one. 

We have always tried to fit the right men in the right jobs and treat 

them well, and it has paid off in big labor-relations dividends. 

* * * * * * 

Now Genesee was spic and span, with a brand new coat of paint, 
everything ship-shape, clean and shining, ready to go. It was an excit­
ing time for us all. We forgot the months of working and planning and 

worrying, the problems we had faced and overcome. 

The big day was arriving - the grand opening was close at hand. 

There was feverish excitement everywhere - men scrambling around f~r 
last minute chores -checking and rechecking - all the equipment given 
a final check-up - hasty last-minute conferences held at most any hour 

of the day and night - mighty little sleep for those responsible for the 
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great event. It was touch and go. We were determin~d to have that good 

old Gene_see beer ready for a thirsty public as fast as it was possible 

to produce and distribute it. I was proud of my men, and I think they 

were proud to be part of a revitalized business, and the making of an 

honest product. The air tingled with excitement - we were read y to take 

off! 

I have always been a firm believer in publicity, the right kind, of 

course. When yo u are in business, the more potential customers know 

who you are, yo.ur products, how you can serve them and why they should 

buy from you, the better it is for all concerned. When we opened the New 

Genesee Brewery we thought about that a lot, you may be sure. To day 

those things have become s tandard, and a great deal of money , time and 

talent are spent to create favorable publicity for those in a business 

that strives to please and serve the public. 

So, now we had arrived at the grand openin g of the New Genesee 

Brewery. We wanted to make it an occasion the town would talk about 

and r"emember for a long time. My friends Frank Smith and Milton Silver, 

both advertising specialists, were in charge of th e proceedings. It was 

decided to set a stage in the bottle house, which was appropriately 

decorated with flags and .bright bunting. The director of the famous 

Eastman School of Music was engaged, together with his musicians and 

a number of excellent local singers to furnish attractive musical enter­

tainment. Folks in Rochester have always enjoyed good music, and Mr. 

George Eastman had founded one of the finest conservatories of mu sic 

in the world. Naturally we invited all the prominent people, including 

city and county officials, friends, stockholders, and suppliers, and a 

number of others. Then there were a number of prominent speakers, for 

this was more in the nature of a county-wide than just a local occasion. 

Here in Rochester we were ceLebrating the opening of one of the first 

reconditioned breweries of the country. We were going to make the coun­

try conscious of this opening and make Rochester the center of atten­

tion and attraction. People from many miles around came to this affair, 

for it had been well advertised in the local news and trade papers, and 

anyone who could read or lis ten to a radio announcement had been told 

of this big community event. The right kind and amount of food, refresh­

ments and other details had been worked out, and at the outset the whole 

thing started smoothly enough. A picture was taken at the appr9priate 

time, but when the flash came on, I had closed my eyes, and I was the 

only one of the entire group with my eyes shut. I carne in for quite a bit 

of good-humored joking about that, but it happened to turn out tb be the 
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other way around. 

Now up to this time everything had proceeded according tQ hoyle, 

until the police let their guard down and left one entrance unguarded. 

Then things really began to happen. It didn't take long for the crowd to 

surge through that opening and it started right down the long tables 

loaded with some pretty fine food - whole lobsters - whole turkeys, 

and many other delicacies. This collation had been prepared and put 

on by Spike Wilson, a well-known restauranteur and caterer of Roches­

ter, but naturally only intended for the guests, ceruiinly not for a big 

crowd of uninvited ones. You can imagine my surprise and anger when 

I saw men who were not supposed to be there at all, walking around 

with a turkey leg or whole breast of turkey in their hands, chewing a­

way and enjoying every morsel of it, and calling their friends to come 

in and get their share . That sure put a damper on my spirits, because 

there was nothing that could be done at the time. Too many of them had 

entered by then, and the police were powerless to handle them without 
violence and danger. There was such a tremendous crowd you. could 
hardly move aro.und the grounds, all the open. spaces were jammed with 

people, and believe it or not, everything that wasn't nailed down was 

being carried out. It was a frightful situation and experience, and one 

that caused me a good deal of anguish. Finally we managed to clear 

the place, and I then sat up in my offic.e with a few friends trying to 

rega1n my composure. 

Many telegrams were received from firms and people, wishing us 

success in our venture. This was enough for one day -it had been an 

exciting one, even if somewhat disappointing at the end . 

This celebration hadn't stopped us from getting ready for the sale 

and delivery of our beer, however. The very next day was our first of­

ficial business day, and I was eager to see what would happen. Would 

the beer sell well - Would there be a really big demand for it? - Had 

we miscalculated our potential sales? - These and many other ques­

tions went through my mind as we awaited the important day - tomor­
row. Early the next morning all the trucks were loaded ro their capa­
city and away they went to make their first deliveries. It wasn't long 
before those closer in, came for more beer, and the others followed 

rapidly in succession. There seemed to be no limit to the thirst of the 

good folks in Rochester, we doing our best ro see that everyone was 

satisfied. More and more beer went out -more and more empty trucks 

returned. The trucks kept rolling back and forth until we almost Jost 

track of the deliveries. The money just rolled in, as I have never seen 
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it roll in before. We charged not only for the product but for the pack­

age, and it wasn't long before all the desk drawers were full of money­

it was pretty exciting and confirmed my faith in all of the money, time 

and hopes that had been put into this enterprise . Now I could begin to 

relax a little. The fir s t hump was over and I felt ready for anything. We 

made a bank deposit just prior to its closing, and then we had a police 

guard all night to see that we were.n't held up for all of the additional 

money that had. poured in after the bank deposit was made. The next 

morning we made another substantial deposit, again that aft e rnoon, and 

that kept right on until everybody at least had had their first load of 

beer. I never saw money come in so quickly, and at last I felt secure . 

At last I could feel justified in my judgement, and I am sure the stock­

holders weren't unhap-py about how ·things had turned out. We could now 

pay our debts, plan for future expansion, because we knew what we 

were going, and I was determined to let nothing stand in our road toward 

financial success. I felt exactly as responsible for all that money the 

stockholders had put into this venture as I did about my own, perhaps 

even more so, because they had shown their faith in me, and I certainly 

was happy they hadn't been .let down. It was a wonderful day and a won­

derful feeling, I tell you, and I shall never forget it. After all, it had 

been a risk, no one could predict the success of Genesee. It does show 

that c a reful planning pays in the long run, and it's a lesson that has 

stayed with me ever since. The next move in our plans for expansion 

was to select distributors for the districts out side Monroe County. 

We were mighty careful whom we chose, and our judgement proved that 

it always pays to know the men who work for or represent you in any 

business venture. We selected substantial men with excellent reputa­

tions in the communities in which they lived, men who knew it was to 

their advantage to play the game right from the start. We let it be known 

that it was a privilege to represent the Genesee Brewing Company of 

Rochester. I can state that at least ninety percent of them became suc­

cessful, in some cases they made considerable money from the start. 

It is true that beer was ea sy to sell, but we didn't make the mis­

take of lowering our standards of quality nor the quality of our service 
just because the market was soft and easy. I knew that sooner or later 

the honeymoon would be over, and then the brewery that had maintained 

its standards would be the one that would prosper. 

I selected Henry J. Echter, formerly with the Bartholomay Brew­

ery, to look after these distributors , and I couldn't have chosen a bet­

ter man. This is a key job, on e of the most important in the brewing 
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business . . Henry did a wonderful job for us, knew the kind of m.en we 

wanted, and with his friendly, helpful manner was able to recuit men 

and keep them friends for many years . He not only secured these dis­

tributors, but he helped many of them keep their accounts in order, 
which is a service that was appreciated. 

As I recall it, our advertising budget for that year was about fifty 

cents a barrel, all handled from our office. But today that set-up is quite 
different. 

Naturally, time has taken its toll after twenty-seven years of oper­

ation, and many of my original experienced organization have gone in­

to retirement. With the , change s in the nature of the indus try, and the 

requirements of mode rn ·times, it has be en necessary to build a large r 

and stronger, Sales, Advertising and Merchandising organization. My 

son, Jack, who is following in my footsteps, has developed a strong, 

hard-hitting group to serve this purpose. 

The present line-up is as follows: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(Louis A. Wehle, Chairman) 

John L. We hle 
Rob~rt G. Wehle 
Thomas N .. Nagle 

James P. Duffy 
Donald A. Dailey 

John W. Harrison 

Otto A. Shults 

Justin J. Doyle 
Milton G. Silver 

OFFICERS 

John L. Wehle 
Robert G. Wehle 

William J. Hoot 

James P. Duffy 

Donald A. Dailey 

Clarence E. Jennings 

Thomas N. Nagle 

President 
Treasurer 

Vice President 
Secretary 

Vice President 

Vice President 

Vice President 
George R. Powers Asst . Treasurer 
Charles J. Harkins Asst. Secretary 
William J. Hoot (Director of Marketing) 

and now a Director of the Company 
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Three Regional Sales Managers 

Eleven Zone Managers 

Twelve Retail Fieldmen 

Advertising Manager 

·Assistant Advertising Manager 

Bowling Promotions 

Merchandising Manager 

Tavern Sales Manager 
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Thomas A. Sullivan 
Fred T. Davis 

Valentine M. "Wally" Lord 

William F . O'Connor 

Harold Coughlin 

Vincent E. Dollard 

Don York 

Kenneth Boutwell 

William Austin 

Edward Jones 

Charles ] . Toohey 

John Precious (Penna.) 
Gerald A. Ringler (Penna.) 

George Paras (Ohio) 

Howard Geil 

Edmund Lankes 

Joseph DiNieri 

John Reynolds 
John McCutcheon 

Edward Quinan 

John Genier 
Frank Bauer 

Rudy Matetic (Penna.) 

Jack Deck (Penna.) 
Ray Leach (Penna.) 

Joseph Flauto (Ohio) 

James P. Duffy 

Robert C. Schlueter 

John Quinzi 

Mark J. VanDussen 

Neil J. Weeks 



Merchandising Fieldmen 

Sales Planning Manager 

Asst. Sales Planning Manager 

City Sales Manager 

Asst. City Sales Manager 

Ten City and County Salesmen 

John Morley 
Raymond Fady 

Richard Mullaney 
Michael Morgan 

Harold J. Wesch 

Robert Longyear 

William F. O'Connor 

Everett N. Kulp 

Hugh Allen 

Charles Goonan 

Carl Heidt 

Perry Kayes 
Edward Ver Weire 

Dan Sassone 

Raymond Purdy 
William Belding 

Frank Squires 

T. Howard Polhemus 

All of our sales act1v1t1es are supported by the largest advertising 

appropriation we have ever had. These are coordinated by Jim Duffy 
and the Advertising Agency in New York City. 

Each man in the above organization is responsible for his estab­

lished duties and reports directly to his immediate supervisor, who in 

turn reports to the Regional Manager. Regional Managers report to the 

Director of Marketing who confers with the President. 

We are the only brewery in the entire East who makes its own malt 

one hundred percent. The malt house has for years been supervised by 

Gene Cook, an excellent maltster. 

Inasmuch as considerable laboratory work is necessary in both 

beer and malt making , our well equipped labs are run under the skilled 
hands of Ray Rohner, our chief chemist. 

Our Personnel Director and Chief labor negotiator is the likeable, 

Charlie Harkins. 
I am very happy to have such a strong sales organization operating 

for the brewery and know they will work hard to increase sales and even-
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tually achieve my fondest hope, to sell one million barrels of Genesee 
a year. 

As my sons Jack and Bob grew older and graduated from theirvar­

ious schools, they came into the business. Jack is President of Gene­

see, and Bob was President for a time, also manager of the advertising 

department and over practically all of the selling. The boys would al­

ternate. as president. Jack is a graduate brew master and has mastered 

every phase of the business. I sincerely believe he is one of the le~d­
ing brewing executives in the country today. Others have said the same 

thing, so I think it is not just a father's pride that has prompted me to 

make this statement. Bob's energies led him into other fields, and while 

still Treasurer and a Director of Genesee, he spends a good part of his 
time in real estate developments, building a shopping center plaza, al­

so apartments, and raises, trains and shows his pointers. Bill Hoot is 

Jack's assistant at Genesee, also a graduate brew master, and he is 

developing into a highly-skilled executive. 

Now here is a rather interesting sidelight on the political condi­

tions as they existed in those days. Just before election day, one of 

the managers of the brewery or his assistant would call me into the 
office and tell me togo around and tell the men that if the Democrats 

got in tomorrow, we were going to close the brewery the day after. This 

I had to do, and now I'm sorry for it, because that is not the true demo­

cratic way at all. Perhaps I can be forgiven for that. I was quite young 

and inexperienced at the time, and this confession has been good for 
my soul. On top of that, slips were put into every pay envelope in which 
the men were told that if the country went Democratic the brewery would 
close up - naturally a bare-faced lie. As time went on legislation 

changed these unhealthy and dishonest practices, bur they were com­

mon when I was a young man, and I'm mighty glad these changes have 

come about. No one has the right to tell a man how to vote, and I know 

I'd be the first to resent any pressure on me. We had a lot to learn a­

bout public relations in those days. 

Another thought about some of my brewery experiences: 
When I was at Bartholomay I was always called on to head the com­

mittee that arranged the annual picnic. This was considered a bang-up 

affair which everybody attended. We had a great time spending many 

hours planning this event. There was the food to think about, the re­

freshments, the games, the prizes·and other details. One man who worked 
for the company was Theodore Boldt - He was the official entertainer 
and we always had him on the committee, and he really liked it. Our 
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commtttee went down to the Eggleston Hotel for a fine champagne-lob­

ster dinner that was Boldt's contribution. We would also have stea.k 

dinners at the brewery , and I recall my father having one there on his 

forty-fifth birthday. I thought it would be a nice idea in the middle of 
the festivities to have a s ign with the numbers "45" shown -and when 

it was turned on, the lights all went off. Perhaps it was a coincidence, 

. because very shortly thereafter he died ... at the age of forty-five. 

It may be interesting for yo u to know that bec;r sold for six and 

seven dollars a barrel at th at time, as against thirty and thirty-t wo dol­

lars today - a dollar a case as against four dollars and eighty cents 

today. Of course, the increased taxes account for much of this , much 

as in the price of gasoline. 
Here's a final incident. Fire broke out in the Bartholomay brewery 

grain drying building. I happened to look out of the front door of my hou se 
on Gorham Street where I lived with my mother and brothers and saw 

smoke and flames pouring out. [ dashed down to the brewery as did others, 

· and even before the fire department go t there, I organized a rescue team 

and promised every man five dollars next morning who would go into the 

stables and lead out a horse . Well, I had plenty of volunteers, because 

a five dollar bill looked mighty big in those days. I recall we led out 

about forty horses, but the greater portion of the barn was burned after 

their removal. You know, horses are afraid of fire, become easily con­

fused and many times will refuse to budge even to save their lives.! 

knew that, hence my prompt action in trying to rescue them. They were 

valuable, and their los s would have been a heavy one to the brewery. 
The next morning I went to the manage ment and told them what I had 

done. They were pleased that I had been quick-witted e nou gh to save 
those horses and consented to the mon ey I had offered the men . When I 

started to pay them off, you can imagine my s urprise when fifty-five men 

applied for their $5 each, when only forty horses had been rescued . I 

was also given the job of settling the fire insurance cl aim that resulted, 

and that turned out to be might y valu able experience to me in th e years 

to come. 
In clo si ng these re marks I wish to emphasize that the own ers hip 

and opening of the New Genesee Brewery has been one of the most sa­

tisfying experiences of my life. This all happened almost 25 years ago, 

but I still derive great pleasure from the fact that I was privileged to 

own control of this business, give employment to many fine men, and 
make satisfactory financial ret urn s to the s tockholders who hacl inve sted 
in this enterprise. Over the years they have remained my friends, and 
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many of us get together at times, recall what struggles the New Gene­

see Brewery experienced, and are grateful that in this wonderful coun­

try of ours men who show the needed determination and courage are 

able to carve an honorable place for themselves in their communities. 

My family and my business have always been the centers of my 

life, and I am humbly thankful for the many blessings a kind Providence 

has bestowed upon me and mine. 

Now I want to digress for a moment, as I am taking the liberty of 

quoting from an amusing and interesting book published in 1957 by the 

well-known Rochester columnist and commentator, . Curt Gerling, en­

titled "Smugtown, U.S.A.". In discussing many of the men in Rochester 

who helped contribute to its growth, Curt has this to say about me -

and I quote: 

"Of the over-oppulent six, quite the noblest Coresus of them all 

is Louis Wehle, the beer baron of Genesee. He is notable for a number 

of reasons, Nobody died and left him anything. He did not marry any. 

He learned to be a brew master, courtesy of the old Bartholomay Brew­

Before he had barely a chance to flex a muscle or blend a hop, along 

came prohibition. 

"He went with the Lang Brewery in Buffalo, who were casting a­

bout for things to sell in the many corners they had under lease in the 

Bison City. What Wehle's contribution was, has remained obscure . In 

any event, he returned to Rochester after some years, not poor and not 

rich. 

"He bought up a broken down bakery (Anthony's) on Caledonia 

A venue (now Clarissa Street) and painted a lot of trucks a bilious 

orange and proceeded to establish a house-to-house gimmick for the 

sale of baked goods. He not only sold the doughnuts but shares in the 

company, too. It prospered. Some years later he sold out for well over 

a million dollars. Mr. Wehle's timing was excellent. Four days later 

came the historic crash of '29. It caught Mr. Wehle with his assets tied 

up in nothing but cash. As a 1nillion wasn't enough, and the beer busi­

ness his first love, the far-sighted Wehle realized that Prohibition was 

due to be dumped. Al Smith told him so. Later Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

While the rest of the city was still damning Herbert Hoover and licking 

their wounds sustained when the market crashed, Louis picked up the 

old Genesee Brewery for peanuts. 

"Not a guy to gohalf-way, Weide refurbished what there was, and 

ordered new equipment far in excess of histhen current assets. While 

he gambled he also waited the day . When the suds returned into the bars 
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of America and the speak-easy joined the suffering souls in Limbo, Mr. 
Wehle was ready. Beer trucks could roll at midnight. The Wehle camions 

were loaded at eleven, rolled at 12:01. 

"Mr. Wehle not only had his beer ready, he also had some nice 
fresh stock. It was printed in pretty green on most certificates and was 

extolled as a bonanza second only to the Comstock. It sold like hot 
cakes. 

"Wehle with his customary judgment had two issues, A and B. One 

was voting, the other non-voting. You have only one guess as to who 

had most of the magical voting kind. While Genesee never reached the 
heights of Kodak or Haloid, it has done very well for those who bought 
it, and of course extremely well for Mr. Wehle. In the national standings 

for a fast contracting industry, Genesee has always been in the first 

twenty-five. No mean feat in an industry whose mortality rate is higher 

than Indian infants - his bread cast upon the waters continues to come 

back hamburger sandwiches."* 

Close Quote -

*Footnote: Curt was a little cockeyed in his remarks in some places. 

He did not dig very deep into the matter of what was done in Buffalo. 
I revitalized the entire brewery and put them in three businesses. Both 

Harold and Raymond were also instrumental in putting Anthony's Bakery 

back on its feet. The historic crash came six months after, not four 

days. 

However, I thought this outside humorous viewpoint might perhaps 

be a little enlightening. 
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CHAPTER 6 

Family Matters 

It has always been hard for a man to write about his family. There 

is so much that is personal and deeply felt. But I feel that I should say 

something about my family because they have influenced me in what I 

have also done outside my family circle. A man's ambition is centered 

around his family. The family is his driving force. Those men who do 
not find this so are in the great minority, I am sure. 

A man's first task is to provide a proper environment for his chil­

dren, aside from the primary provision for food and shelter. It is not so 

much a matter of money that will determine this success or failure, but 

the attitude one finds in the home. In many a home where wealth a­

bounds, there has been strife, dissention, unhappiness, a poor atmos­

phere in which to raise children. On the other hand, the home may be 

a modest one and father may not make a lot of money, but there you 

might find love, harmony and understanding and fun. In such a home 

the children would thrive physically, mentally and spiritually . 

In a former chapter you have heard about the sort of horne I was 

raised in . I have told you about my grandparents and parents and what 

sort of people they were . I had been raised in a horne that was close­

knit, where each child was treated with consideration, discipline, and 

where a high standard of morals was maintained. I have my grandpar­

e nt s and parents to thank for this, I have never ceased to be grateful 

for th e background and heritage they left me . 
But in chis chapter I wish to speak more specifically about my 

own family, the one which my wife and I founded and raised. While 

customs change, while fashions have a habit of coming and going, 
while amusement s and outside activities vary from generation to gen­

eration, I believe chat the one permanent thing, the thing chat keeps a 

nation strong, is its family ties. Upon these we erect our kind of civili­

zation . Today I shall not air my views · about the present generation, 

and I am sure you'll be grateful co me for not doing so . Old folks have 
a way of forgetting the many undesirable and unpleasant phases of 

their early lives and like to dwell on the "good old days", as though 

they were somehow better chan any before or since. I do not believe 
that that is so. People are human beings and react today much the same 
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as they did in the years gone by. Give them a decent measure of love 
and they blossom out into happy and normal people, well adjusted to 
their times and surroundings . Instill hate and envy and evil in their 

hearts and you will reap the whirlwind. All of which may seem like a 

round-about way of getting to my own personal family history, but at 
least I have given you a sample of my thinking for what it is worth, 

and I hope you have not grown impatient with me. 

Around the time I left East High School, when I _was in the neigh­

borhood of sixteen, I first became aware of a certain young lady. I will 

admit that perhaps she was not the first one I had viewed with some 

favor, because I was blessed with a pretty good pair of eyes. But I will 
say that when I got a good view of her I felt something click, inside me . 
What that was remained to be seen. At the time I met this young· lady 

I was a soda clerk at Kleinhan's Drug Store on Clinton Street in 

Rochester, and I thought I was a pretty good one. Klein han's appealed 

to me. Sodas were the big dissipation for young folks at that time, and 

if you could scrape enough money together to take your very best girl 

to Kleinhan's you rated pretty high with her. It was the gathering 
place of the young sparks of that day, and I enjoyed seeing them come 

and go. There was plenty of foolish conversation, joking back and forth, 
and I always have liked that kind of social intercourse. I naturally 

looked the girls over pretty carefully, and I took full advantage of my 

exalted position behind the counter. You see, I didn't have to take my 

girls to the store, they came to me, and that made it a very convenient 

arrangement. 
Not more than s1x blocks away from Kleinhan's lived a family by 

the name of Raab. They owned a prosperous butcher shop, and the girls, 
Jennie and Libbie, would drop into "my" drug store for some refresh­
ment every so often. They were usually accompanied by a host of 

giggling friends, but for me there was one special little lady who stood 
head and shoulders over them all. Her name was Libbie Raab - Eliz­

abeth, if you had to be formal about it. She was younger than Jennie. 

It didn't take me long to make up my mind that this was the one and 

only. I have always been a man to make up my mind in a hurry, and it 

didn't take me very long - not more than a couple of sodas - to decide 

that Libbie was the girl for me. Luckily the girls came for sodas sev­

eral times a week, and in the free and easy manner of young people, we 

soon became good friends. I don't remember what we said, or whether 
we said anything much, but we didn't seem to need a great many words. 
I am sure I did most of the talking and showing off, because that was 

-60-



my way. Libbie was the quiet type, and that appealed to me. Maybe I 

thought I'd want somebody around the house who gave me a chance to 

speak my mind, not be chattering all the time, too. All this made me 

feel superior, and that's a mighty important feeling to a young man in 

his teens. I confess that I saw to it personally that this young Lady, 

Libbie Raab, received just about the finest sodas I ever created. I 

don't know whether my boss made any money. on those I placed proudly 

before her, but I really didn't care. I was determined to please her so 

that she would not forget me. As we became better friends she came to 

Kleinhan's a bit more frequently, and that didn't make me very un­

happy. Our courtship, if that is what you would call it so early in the 

garn·e, was a modest one. No rushing into "heavy" dates, because we 

were both a bit shy about it. But what was in our hearts would come 

out, and it wasn't too long before I asked for the privilege of calling 

on her. That was the accepted pattern in my youth. No young man would 

have thought of going with a girl without the consent of her parents and 

family You called in your best clothes- put on a big show of manners­

hoped that you had made the right impression. If you did, more frequent 

calls became quite all right, and then you were finally invited to a meal 

and that put on the final touch of approval to the courtship. I soon felt 

at horne, and I can tell you I enjoyed the good food provided, for the 

Raabs were good cooks and having a fine butcher shop, they always had 

the best of everything on their table. 

Libbie is of German-Scotch-Irish ancestry, and she has been for­

tunate enough to inherit the fine traits of all these nationalities. I soon 

noted what an excellenr housekeeper she was, how immaculately she 

dressed even when she wasn't expecting· me on a date, and that her 

horne was attractive and well ordered. I had been raised in a family 

that had always prided itself on its fine homemaking, and when I dis­

covered that Libbie came from the same background that sure made a 

big hit with me. So from that time on there was no question in my mind 

whom I wanted to marry, and I think Libbie felt quite the same way a­

bout it. 

The stage was set, but finances and other matters made it unwise 

for us to marry for a number of years. As a matter of fact, our court­

ship lasted a full ten years. That may sound a little absurd in these 

hurry-up times; but don't think for a minute that we felt sorry for our­

selves. We were young, and we were hopeful. We had decided that we 
were meant for each other, and that helps you over many a disappoint­

ment. 
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Libbie's father had died before I met her. Her mother had purchased 

a summer home on Lake Ontario and let me tell you right now that those 

summers we saw each other up there were among the happiest of my en­

eire life. As I said, we were young, and we were very much in love, and 

that's a hard combination to beat. We had countless picnic s and 

boating parties with plenty of livel y young folks around, good things to 

e at, and appetites to match the food. Those delightfully warm s umme r 

months brought the joy of life to us . At the same time ·her sister Jennie 

was being courted by a young man called Irving Hoot, who later be came 

a dentist. You can say that Irv and I and Jennie and Libbie went e very-

where together. It wa s hard to tell at time s who wa s going with whom. 

but we knew our minds, and th e re ne ver was any jealousy or a ny friction 

between us. We were determined to have a wonderful time when we had 

the chance, and we did. I bought a small launch and kept it a s close to 

the Raab home as I could. So naturally we enjoyed many exciting boat 

trips together, with a bang-up 1 unc h ready when we were hungry - lob­

ster, chicken, cake, and plenty of other good thing s. The girl s prided 

themselves on their culinary skill, and we voted them tops in that field. 

The various holidays were always pleas antly celebrated tog e th e r. I 

look back to those days with a great deal of pleasure, and I know Libbie 

does also. They were good days, the kind young people should enjoy 

before theyassume the cares and duties of family life. At first the Raabs 

had a carriage and horses, but as time went on they purch ase d an auto­

mobile. I also had one, so between us we managed to enjoy many an 

outing away from home, and they were big events in our lives. Of cour s e, 

the best of eats went along, and we would frequently drive to s om e quiet, 

secluded spot, spread our feast on the g round and really have a grand 

time. Then in the winter there were wonderful sleigh ride s, parties, the 

theater, movies and don't think for a minute we didn't enjoy them. I will 

say one thing about the climate around Rochester. You have a change of 

seasons, so you are able to enjoy all sorts of sports, both out and in­
door, and the youngsters who take advantage of the seasons have a pretty 

wonderful time. Now, of course, the milder Florida winters appeal to 

me, but when I was young no kind of weather ever got the best of me, 

at work or play. 

In due time Irv Hoot became a dentist and then he and Jennie were 

married, and that somehow broke the magic circle. Of course, we re­

mained fast friends, but it never was quite the same, as I am sure you 

understand. But the time wasn't ripe for Libbie and me as yet. Mrs. 

Raab persuaded us to wait for a ume, because losing two daughters at 
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the same time would have cast an extra heavy burden on her. She needed 

Libbie around the house to help there, because Mrs. Raab had charge of 

the market, and it took a great deal of her time. She was right, but it 

wasn't easy for us. However, I am now glad we did, for it was the right 

thing to do. I must say that Mrs. Raab was a wonderful woman, and I wish 

to take this opportunity to pay tribute to her. She was not the "mother­

in-law" type at all, as is the popular conception. She was kind and un­
derstanding, and she was wise enough to see both sides of all ques­

tions that young married couples encounter. She didn't take her daughter's 

side by any means every time. She felt a man's place was at the head of 

the family, and she was a great influence in launching us on our happy 
married life. I wish there were more women like her. 

Another thing that kept us from marrying earlier was the condition 

of my bankroll. Although I was assistant brewmaster at Bartholomay, my 

salary was only $25.00 a week. This was not bad as salaries went, but 
I felt I should have a decent amount of money saved before we launched 

forth on our matrimonial waters. At that time I managed to save ten dol­
lars a week. 

When it did happen, our wedding was a very quiet one, on October 

20, 1915, I being a Catholic and my wife-to-be a Protestant, a Lutheran, 

only the two families were present. We were married in the old French 

Church by Father Notrebart, whom I have mentioned in a previous chap­

ter. After a hasty meal at the Powers Hotel, we left for Syracuse. From 
there we went to the Park Hotel in New York. We had to take a trunk to 

carry all the things we thought we needed for our trip. As we were being 
taken up on the elevator at the hotel in New York there was a big, broad 

stream of rice running from the· elevator to our room, so you can imagine 

how we felt. We thought we were acting like an old married couple, but 

the bell boy, who was well along in years, and experienced in such 

matters, turned around and said: "Well, I see this is your honeymoon", 

and it made us feel very conspicuous. I think Libbie felt worse than I 

because she is much more modest by nature than I am. Exactly the same 

thing happened to us in Albany when we stopped there on our way home 

to see the capital. We carne in for some more friendly attention. It was 

the guide who discovered the truth about us, but by that time we were a 
little more used to it and took it in full stride. 

After we were married, I built a nice six-room house on Lake View 
Park in Rochester. About a year later I accepted the position as brew­
master at the Genesee Brewery. This meant we had to move to the house 

provided by the brewery. It was located directly in back of the office, 
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between the bottle and malt houses. The house had to be modernized, 

and when it was completed it made a very liveable home. In add.ition to 

having a house rent free, we had a nice vegetable and flower ga1den, a 

cow and flock of chickens, so we made out very well. Being so close 

to my business I could go back and forth without losing much time, 
which came in handy in bad weather e specially. The house faced the 

river bank, and was at the dead end of a street, so I instructed the 

night watchman to keep an eye open on the house each night. It was 

here that our son, Jack, was born, and that may account for his love of 

the brewing business. 

Genesee had an excellent reputation for good beer, as I have said, 

and because of that background and my general experience, I was of­

fered the job at Lang's Brewery in Buffalo. 

In Buffalo we moved to an upper flat, then to a single house on 

Woodbridge Avenue in that city. Flats are no places to raise children, 

because of cramped room and that's not good for family living. After my 

fallout with Lang's, we went back to Rochester, to a house on Melvile 

Street. Then we moved again when I engaged in the baking business­

this time to a house in Browncroft. Next stop was a house on East 

Avenue and from East Avenue we went to the farm where we now reside 

when we are up North. As of today, we have a house in Roche s ter, in 

summer we go to the Cape Vincent house, an~ our own cooperative 

apartment in Palm Beach in the cooler months. We had bought a house 

on East Avenue at the corner of Douglas Road, but after considering 

the matter car.efully, we decided it was too much of a burden and care, 

so we abandoned the idea and sold it. 

The first house we built was designed by one of my brothers, l-Iar­

old, who is an architect. I had enough money left to furnish it nicel¥· 

Of course, prices for furniture were about a third of what they are now. 

Part of the money I inherited from my grandfather Wehle I invested 

in a magazine called "Spare Moments", but I lost about everything in 

. that venture· .. I had to start s aving all ove r again, which was a setback, 

but it didn't get me down too far. 

During my entire lifetime, no matter what my income, I have always 

managed to save a part out of it. That was a lesson I had learned at 

home and it stayed with me all my life. Even if I made only $25.00 a 

week, a part of it automatically was set aside, just as though I had 

never earned it, and that habit has become ingrained in me. 

When our sons Jack and Bob were home, Libbie always supervised 

their dressing and appearance, and they were pretty sharp looking 
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youngsters. And here's a wise thing we did. We saw to it that the boys 
met people in all walks of life, of all ages, so that th ey l earned to 

get along easily in any society. This is a very valuable asset, whether 

it's in busines s or in social life. To be at ease when you enter a room, 

to meet people in a relaxed friendly manner make s for popularity, a nd I 

can say that both the boy s have shown that trait, a direct result of our 

planning. 

Unfortunately many of our old friends have passed from the scene. 

And as you know, the older we grow the harde r it i s to make new and 

fa s t friends. That's where grandchildren come to the rescue. We have 

six of them, as you well know, and they are fillin g the gap, although 
they can't take the place of older friends, but it help s. We are on grand 

term s, and I have a sneaking suspicion that they are pretty fond of their 

old Grandpa Wehle - at least I flatter myself that they are. I am afraid 

I am quite the doting grandfather, and I think this little joke at thi s 

time will point this up. It seems a doting grandfather said to one of his 

friends: "By the way, Jim, have I shown you my grandchildren's latest 

pictures, and told you about their cute sayings?" "No," his friend said, 

"and I certainly appreciate it!" 
Now just a few words about my two sons, Jack and Bob. Jack was 

born in Roche s te r on December 21, 1916 in one of the houses that stood 

on the present site of the Genesee Brewing Company. He was graduated 

from Cheshire School in New Haven, Connecticut in 1935, after which 

attended Yale University ~nd the University of Rochester, In 1939 he 
was graduated, number one in his class, at the National Brewers' Acad­

emy of New York City. During the following year, he was invited to and 
attended the Wallerstein Seminar of Brewing in New York City. 

At the beginning of World War II, Jack enlisted in the then federal­

ized National Guard. Although he was offered a commission as a Second 

Lieutenant after passing the examination, he refused the commission 

and left Ro che ste r as a private in the 209th Coast Artillery. While serv­
ing with this outfit at Camp Stewart, he was promoted to the rank of 

sergeant. 

When Jack came back from being discharged from the service, due 

to poor health, he wanted to do something for the war effort. He had 

tried to join other branches but could not make the grade. So he sug­
gested that we go into the war munitions business. There was a dis­
tillery on Exchange Street in Rochester called the Rochester Distilling 
Company, that had never functioned up to that time. So we decided to 

go into the manufacture of alcohol. At that time you could not purchase 
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new equipment, so we did the best we could. Finally we got the busi­

ness on the road. We had a man by the name of Fred McGahan who put 

the distillery together after I had secured a still from the Seagram peo­

ple. It was a losing proposition at the outset because the government 

was purchasing alcohol from the whiskey distillers below cost because 

they permitted them to use half their output for beverage-s and half went 

to the government. I went to Washington with George Kelly, who was 

associated with us at that time, for the sole purpose of making con­

nections there. I pleaded with the officials but got- nowhere with them. 

In the meantime, Harold and Ray had a distillery going in New England. 

They were up against the same thing as we, but they closed down and 

sold it. We at Genesee kept going, and one day the government said 

that, effective immediately, all alcohol had to go to the government, 

and you should have heard the distillers howl - you could have heard 

them to the moon. We we all went on a cost-plus basis, being allowed 

three cents a gallon profit. To make a long story short, Genesee even­

tually made a tidy profit on the deal, plus the satisfaction of being 

helpful in the war effort. 

Returning to the brewery after this, Jack showed keen interest in 

all phases of the brewery business and soon won the respect of all the 

men who were then working in the various exec utiv.e positions. Because 

of this, I was able to turn over to him more and more of my duties, and 

in 1956 Jack was elected President. Since tben I have practically re­

tired from active participation in brewery affairs. 

Under Jack' s direction, Genesee has become one of the most mod­

ern equipped and most· efficient breweries in the world. Brewers from 

Canada, Europe, South America, as well as from the biggest breweries 

in this country, have come to Rochester to observe how Genesee oper­

ates. Jack has done a great deal to strengthen Genesee's pos1t10n in 

the brewing world and because of this, is regarded as one of the best 

executives in the entire industry today. 

In 1955, Jack was elected to the Board of Directors of the Gene­

see Valley Union Trust Company, a position he still holds. He is also 

interested in many civic activities and is a Trustee of the Rochester 

Community Chest. 

With his wife, Betts (who was Marjorie Elizabeth Strong before 

their marriage on August 8, 1942) he has a keen interest in Standard 

bred horses and they have a fine stable of pacers and trotters at the 

Wehle Stock Farm on Scottsville Road. They also breed fine thorough­

bred cattle and their herd of Herefords and Suffolk Sheep is one of the 
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best in the country, and the y have many ribbons and trophie s to prove it. 

Bob was born in B uffalo , New York on April 14 , 19 19. At an earl y . 

age he exhibited a keen inte res t in business and ope rat ed hi s o wn 

chick en and dog businesses whil e st ill in Hig h School. He att e nded the 

Hun Sc hool in Prince ton, New Je rsey where he was a member of the 

c rew, a nd l ate r was graduated from the Babson In s titute, Bos ton , Ma ss. , 

in 1941. 

For a while he was President of the Company, and later he was 

e lected Treasurer, a title he still hol ds although his mai n inte rests a re 

in the fie l d of real es ta te. He has deve lo pe d and built seve ral l a rge 

apartm en t houses, a nurs ing home, and is no w deve loping and building 

one of Rochester ' s largest s hop pi ng cen te rs. 

Bob is al so very much int e rested in farm land and maintains a 

we ll-k ep t unit s tocked wit h fine dairy cattle, Tennessee Walking Hor­

ses and other farm anim al s. 

One of hi s keenest inte res t s is in the breeding of dogs. He has 

ope rated the E lhew Kennels s in ce 1936 and he has deve loped the El­

hew Stra in of Pointers. wh ic h has bee n win ning top honors in fi e ld 

tri al s across the country for seve ral years. His Elhew Mark s man wo n 

the Natio nal Amateur Pheasant C hampions hip in 1956 and 19 58, hi s 

Elh ew Jungle won the National Open Pheasant Shooting Dog Cham­

pionship in 1959, and hi s E lh ew Ze us won the National Amateur Phea­

sa nt Shoo ting Dog Championship in 1959. 

In winning the National Open Pheasant Shoot ing Dog Champion­

s hi p in 1959, Bob's dog ' s work was so outstanding over hi s 30 com­
pet it ors th at the jud g~s fe lt t hat the declara.cion of a runner-up was not 

jus tified and hence the entire purse of $1000.00 went to Bob ' s dog, 

wh ich in turn he g ave co the o cher less fortunate handlers. 

13ob was a boy with a mind of hi s own, and that s ho wed earl y in 

his life . It i s i nteres ting to note chat parents sometimes resent chil­

dren who are lik e them . For example, if a man has a s trong mind of 

his own, he likes his s ons to obey him without ques tion s. But when 
But when th e s on s ha ve as . st rong minds as their fa the r, there are some ­

times clashes which neithe r can under s tand. The very trait s th at have 

made the father s uccess ful in hi s life are often found in the offspri~g, 
so a l it tl e more unders tanding and tol erance should be in order. Jack 

and Bob received[ the very best of care , and their mother saw to it that 

they were we ll fed, clothed and trained . As the y grew a little older, 

and tim e permitted, I used to take them places. As the y grew larger, 

we began to go to the country and farms where the boys lea rned to 
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shoot, ride and enjoy other sports. Jack was primarily interested in 
the brewing business, but Bob has had other ideas, and in time he got 

away from that kind of activity. We must all find our own places in 
the world, and one cannot expect people to have one's own likes. That 
is sometimes a hard les so n to learn for a father. He may have an idea 

that he would like his boy to be a physician, business man or perhaps 

a teacher. But the boy's talents run in other directions. Then many 
times the father feels disappointed, and the, boy knows that and feels 
guilty about not being able to fulfill his father's hopes and ambitions. 
However, as we grow older we begin to realize that each man must 

make his own way in the world, at his own pace and with his own ap­
titudes. So long as it is honorable and useful, so long must the older 

generation adapt itself to this s ituation. I know it isn't easy some­

times, but in the end it's the wisest course to pursue . 

When I acquired and leased property in Canada and could follow 

my love of sports, especially hunting and fishing, the boys followed 

after, and even today they are very interested in such things. 
Now a few words about my brothers. As you know there were five 

of us, and we were a lively family, I can assure you. Never a dull mo­
ment, and how my good mother s tood for all this I can't say. Perhaps 

the good Lord gives mother s a special immunity to thi s, and they sure 

need it. 

Edwin was the oldest and the most reserved of the lot. He will be 

seventy-five years old tlJis year. l was much the opposite, full of ener­

gy and pretty noisy at times, so he didn't always understand me nor I 

him, but this was corre-cted after we grew older. He was a boy who lik­

ed to order, and was a! ways on time and very exacting in what he did 
and demanded. He liked things just so, and still does, not only in his 

dress, .but in everything else. After he started growing up, Edwin be­

came an electrician's helper with a firm called the Horton Electric Co­

many. As tht;y did the work at the brewery under my father, Ed spent 

most of his working time there. He soon became a journeyman electri­

cian, went to the Bliss Electric School in Washington, and later acquir­

ed enough knowledge and experience to become a salesman for an elec­

tric supply house. Everything pertaining to electricity was receiving a 

great deal of attention in those days andso it was a fast-growing busi­

ness. Not many years later he went into business, opening a wholesale 

and retail electrical supply house in Binghamton, New York. Later on 
his son, Dick, was brought into the business, Between them they open­
ed other branches and today they have four, plus an electronics manu-
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fact1,1ring plane, and a conveyer manufacturing enterprise. They have 

been successful and enjoyed a splendid reputation in their business 

and their social life. Ed married Ada Marie Hall of Rochester. 

The next brother, Frank, has always been the most studious of the 

boys. While I enjoyed plenty of outside activities and did as little 

book studying as I could gee away with, Frank would read anything he 

could lay his hands on.Ic was his original ambition to be a brewmascer, 

and for a time he did manual work at Bartholomay. But he finally de­

cided chat this was not what he wanted co do for his life's work. He 

went back to school, chen on co a preparatory school, and final! y co 

the Albany School of Medicine. It was here during his senior yea r chat 

World War One broke out. lie was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant, 

assigned to the Army but decided the Navy was more to his liking. 

Through my Uncle Louis, he got an appointment with Newton Baker, 

then Secretary of War, who transferred him to the Navy. He spent most 

of his time on the Isle of Wight, off the Coast of Ireland. Here he was 

Chief Medical Officer of the forces stationed there, several thousand 

men being assigned to this very important post. After the war Frank 

went co Russia under ex-president Iloover and was give n charge of all 

medical activities in White Russia, another very important post. Frank 

can tell of so me pretty exciting things he saw there- shootings, people 

being spirited away, terrible famine where inhuman practices prevailed 

ac tim es . Those were turbulent times for many people. In the course of 

his duties Frank contracted a severe case of the flu, and was nursed 

back to health by a Russian girl, Alexandra Michocicies, half-English, 

half-Russian, her mother being an English countes s and her father on 

the s taff of the Czar. Betsie and he married and they came back to 

this country where two sons, Frank and Lee, were born. Both of the 

boys went to college, one now a teacher and the other in the govern­

ment service. Frank came back to Rochester and decided to open an · 

office in Medina as a nose and throat specialist. He decided to pub­

lish a Health Magazine, with some financial assistance from us, but it 

did not prosper. By this time he thought he would like co do something 

else, he helped Harold and Ray in the bakery business in New Haven, 

Conn. Along came the second world war and Frank saw the opportunity 

of getting into the munitions business. Along with other · partners, he 

soon had cwo factories going. He also invested in real estate and be­

came the owner of several pieces of property. His next move was to 

Park Avenue, in New York City and he has done well. He's a lover of 

the opera and an antique collector. He purchased a very large office 
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and apartment building in Uniontown, Pa., and spends quite a bit of 
his time operating it. 

It is again interesting to note how men do things differently. Many 
times it's a good thing to make changes, until a man finds exactly what 

he likes best to do . We can't all expect to be the same that way, and it 

is just as well, I am sure . He has had a colorful, interesting career, to 
say the very least. 

My next brother Harold used the money he receive d from his grand­
father Wehl e 's estate to further hi s ed ucation. lie s tudied architecture, 

became an architect, and was connected with the erection of some of 

the Rochester theaters as well as other public structures, and quite a 

few homes. Harold married his boyhood sweetheart Margaret Ann (Peg­

gie) Williams, and they are still lik e a couple of newlyweds, which 

is a fine thing, and a rather rare thing to see. They have been blessed 

with two daughters, Beth and Judy, a nd there are eight grandchildren 

to bless their declining years. After I engaged in the baking business 

in Buffalo, Harold and Ray sta rted a house-to-house bakery in Ro­

chester, as I have previously mentioned. After Harold sold his share 

tn this business, he engaged Ill the manufact ure and sellin g 

of conveyors , and became the broker for a large starch factory. He was 

also connected with the Genes see Distilling Company and revamped their 

grain drying apparatus, at a cos t of $200,000.00 of government money. 

He formed the Plymouth Grain Company, and in 1945 s tarted the manu­

facturing of floor to floor s tee l conveyors under the name of the Roches­

ter Conveyor Company, which he st ill operates. An amusing incident 

Harold likes to recall is the time a t Christmas when all the family was 

crowded around the home on Gibbs Street waiting to get a peek at the 

tree . Naturally, the older boys we re the first to get in, and that did not 

sit so well with the younger boys who felt they should have been firs t. 

He also likes to recall that I was compelled to take singing lesso ns, 

and my outstanding song was "Hosannah in the Highest". Not being 

very musical I can imagine how that so ng came out. But I wasn't the 

only one who couldn't carry a tune in a basket, so we were in the same 

boat musically. Harold is still ac tive, as seems to be th e. habit with the. 

Wehle boys. He is the only one of whom I see quite a bit, because the 

rest of them are out of town most of the time. Hal and I go fishing to­

gether and we enjoy each other's company a great deal. 

My youngest brother Raymond, after finishing his education, carne 
to Buffalo when I was engaged in the grocery business. He was look-
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1ng for a job, and he thought perhaps his brother Louie could get one 

for him. I was glad to comply, and as I had some pretty good connec­
tions by that time, I got him placed with the National Biscuit Company 

as a salesman. Then later when I purchased the Tresselt Bakery I 

called him and asked him if he would like to manage this bakery for 

me. Of course, he was pleased, but he admitted that he didn't know a 
thing about the baking business, and I told him that neither did I, so 

we ought to make a pretty good combination because we wouldn't be 
able to outsmart each other. Ray has a lot of ability and he s howed it 
because he did an excellent job of putting that bakery on irs feet. It 

wasn't easy, took a lot of hard work, good thinking, and we were proud 

of the record he made there. Between the two of us. we owned forty per­
cent of the stock, and at the end of my association with Lang, we had 

forty stores in operation. 

It is a source of satisfaction to us all that we boys all tried to do 

a good job at no matter what we worked. Whether you're a lawyer or a 

mechanic, whether your talents tend to put you into a certain niche in 

life, the most important thing is to do a first class job, be honorable, 

conscientious in your dealings, and try to do a little more than your 
share. We had had that kind of training from our grandparents and par­

ents, and you don't lose that sort of thing, no matter how old you be­

come. 

Now just a few words about my two sons, ] ack and Bob. When 
] ack came back from being discharged from the service, due to poor 

health, he wanted to do something for the war effort. He had tried to 

join other branches but could not make the grade. So he suggested that 

we go into the war munitions business. There was a distillery on Ex­
change Street in Rochester called the Rochester Distilling Company, 

that had never functioned up to that time. So we decided to go into the 

manufacture of alcohol. At that time you c-ould not purchase new equip­

ment, so we did the best we could. Finally we got the business on the 

road. We had a man by the name of Fred McGahan who put the distillery 

together after I had secured a still from the ..Seagram people. It was a 

losing proposition at the outset because the government was purchas­
ing alcohol from the whiskey distillers below cost, because they per­

mitted them to use half their output for beverages and half went to the 
government. I went to Washington with George Kelly, who was asso­
ciated with us at that time, for the sole purpose of making connections 

there. I pleaded with the officials but got nowhere with them. In the 
meantime, Harold and Ray had a distillery going in New England. They 
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were up against the same thing as we, but they closed down and sold 
it. We at Genesee kept going, and one day the gove rnm e nt said, that 

effective immediate! y, all alcohol had to go to the government, and you 

-should have heard the distillers howl -you could have heard them to 

the moon. So we all went on a co s t-plus basis, being allowed three cents 

a gallon profit. To make a long story short, Genesee eventually made a 
tidy profit on the deal, plus the satisfaction of being helpful in the war 
effort. 

* * * * * * 

Neither time nor space permit me to go Into greater family detail. 

am happy that so many are following aft e r, because it is a source of 

personal gratification to a family man like me to see the generations 

march ahead. I wish everyone of those I love the very best of every­

thing, the fewest set-backs. But in any case, I hope they have the 
courage to meet whatever problems they will encounter on their road. 

I hope they will all develop patience, faith, understanding, plus a 
sense of humor. 

Some one has wittily said: "You can't be too careful in the choice 
of your ancestors." 

Well, in any case, we must not forget that sooner or later we all 

become ancestors. When that time comes, l·et us hope that those who 

have followed after will point to us with pride. That is about the finest 

heritage any man can ask for or leave behind. 

I can't say I am particularly eager to join my own ancestors, but 

when that time does arrive, I hope that I will have accomplished a little 

something, and that what I have left behind will enable those who take 

up the torch to carry it on the road to satisfactory achievement. 
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CHAPTER 7 
I Try To Be A Good Sport 

Sportsmanship- this matter of learning to give and take- is a mighty 

important fac tor in building a man's chatacter. We are selfish at heart. 

You all know that from earliest infancy we want to have our own way 

-howl when we don't ge t it, and later when tears and tantrums are no 

longe r effective, we t~ y all sorts of other means to gain our ends. This 

s ee ms to be a very natural human trait and, within reason, is a good 

one. Without that personal "drive" we usually wouldn't get very far. 

We have to wish hard to get places, to accomplish goals, and this 

facet of our character 1s manifest as long as we live- it is really a 

part of living. 

Sportsmanship, as it 1s usually understood, is the ability to get 

along with others, whether it's at work or play. In younger days it is 
s hown in the form of team s or gangs for various e nterpri ses and goals. · 

Perhaps you live in a nei ghborhood where you encounter pretty tough 

going, with kids who try to override a nd lord it over you. Later you 

join groups to get tog e ther in a business way, as well as civic, poli­

tical, or social organizations. Whatever the motive or the method, we 

soon learn that others are j usc as interested and determined to get 

ahead as we are. Many times they are smarter, have more ingenuity, 

greater drive and force of character than we. But no matter what, we 

discover that working toget he r makes for a better order of things. As 

a matter of fact, you can't get along without doing so. Perhaps we 

can't have our way as we would like, so eventually we find that by 

learning to lose gracefully we find that this is a world which is a com­

posite of people working for or against each other. I know it isn't quite 

as simple and clear-cut as that. What I wi s h to bring out is that I did 

learn pretty early in life that I managed to get my way more by working 

with chan against people. One of the first lessons I learne d was right 

at home. I had four brothers and five boy cousins, as I have mentioned 

before. We formed, in a way, a miniature world, learned many give-and­

take le ssons right in our own backyards. We found that by banding to­

gether we accomplished a lot more than if we had tried to go it alone. 

Naturally the outcome didn't always please me. Perhap:s I felt abused, 

put upon, but in the long run those early days laid the foundation for <. 
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healthy respect for the other fellow. When we look around we usually 
find that those who try to go it alone often get into trouble, many times 
with the law, certainly with their fellow-men. 

Later when I joined the Theta Phi fraternity at East High School, 

I continued to learn lessons in sportsmanship. If our team won, fine­

if we lost, we were determined co cry harder next time. We cried co learn 

by our mistakes, and chat's one of the most valuable lessons anyone 

can learn- the sooner the better. This has followed through logically 
into my personal and business life as I matured. How anyone can really 

gee ahead in any phase of his life w ichouc cooperation- sportsmanship 

-is a mystery co me. I never was a lone wolf, anyway. I wanted co gee 

in and mix it up with my friends. I wasn't perhaps the most graceful 
and happiest loser in the world, but I learned to hide my personal feel­

ings, and learned that getting along was better chan "fighting cicy 
hall." I don 'c chink any personal lowering of one's ideals is involved 

- ic is more a matter of intelligent adj uscmenc to che society in which 

you find yourself. I have tried hard co carry this principle out through 

all of my life. I am free co confess chat I have always liked to have 

my own way. With my German heritage, I hardly chink you could expect 
anything else. Even today if I can gee what I like, I don't hesitate co 

follow through, but not if it involves a loss of self-respect for those 

with whom I am dealing. 

One of the most interesting phases of this matter of sportsmanship 
has been my experience in all of my out-of-doors acti vicies. 

I have always loved co hunt and fish. About as far back as I can 

remember I have been an out-of-doors man -loved the freedom, the fresh 

air, the getting back to Nature. There is a rest, a relaxation, a healing 

in chose activities. This is especially true when you are forced to lead 

a demanding and exacting routine of work in order to make a success 

of your life's work. I am convinced that the best-balanced people never 

lose sight of the fact that if we get too far away from Nature, we lose 

something irreplaceable- the understanding of and feeling for the entire 

scheme of creation. I have always been, and I hope always will be, an 

ardent fisherman. Naturally I don't hunt as much as I did in earlier 

years, but who can forget the thrill of his first'deer, his first pheasant, 

his first moose, if he has been lucky enough to stalk them? 

When you participate in such activities, you learn the lesson of 

true sportsmanship- self control, patience, a respect for all living 
things. You achieve a mental balance that will carry you through many 
cough times, because you have learned chat we are placed here for a 
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purpose, and if we fulfill our destinies to the best of our ability, we 
have cone ribuced . something of value to this life of ours. So- if you 

wane to learn to be a good sport, to let up, to relax with all of the 
pressures off -learn to make a game of life. After all, we find compe­

tition in every phase of existence, among us humans as well as in the 

animal world. That's probably one of the biggest reasons why more 

Americans choose fishing and hunting for their outdoor recreation chan 

any other sports. Watching others in action isn't enough. Rooting for 

the old home team doesn't do the trick- you have to take part yourself, 

no matter what sort of a duffer you may be. Skill, excitement, pitting 

yourself against clever, determined opponents, all have a way of taking 

you out of yourself- giving you a new perspective- a new balance. It 

may deflate your old ego a bit when an especially smart fish gets away, 
but that's good for you. 

In our sports we show our character. We select those that appeal 

to our taste and temperament. The age old contest of Genus Homo vs. 

Nature, in which there lies all the inner satisfaction of bringing know­
.ledge, craft, and skill to bear- who can deny that those are lessons 

you learn in no other way. No one can do these things for you- you 
must do them yourself. So, wh e ther it's hunting, fishing, or any other 

outdoor sport, relax and learn to be yourself- you'll be the better man 

for it, I guarantee you. It's something that is g.ood for one and all- a 

combination of muscle, mind, and character- I highly recommend it! 

In line with all of this, it has been my privilege to take my grand­
children out on their earliest hunting expeditions around the farm on 
various enterprises. Who can measure the fun we have had together, the 

planning and discussing, the excitement of getting ready for an inter­

esting outing, the secrets, the surprises, getting our heads together 
-I am sure they have not forgotten those times, as neither have I, and 
I look forward to many more. They are mighty enthusiastic about this, 

and they're all going to make great outdoor folks. When each of these 

six youngsters was small, it was my pleasure to carry them one . by one 

around my game room, explain what the animals were, tell them some­

thing about their habits, how I secured them, and I insisted that they 

learn to pet them. Just a touch of the hand helps to reassure any timid 

little boy or girl that they are not as fierce as they seem- they feel 

soft and pleasant to the touch and that teaches them another lesson: 

Animals many times are not as fierce as they seem. At the start each 
child was naturally reluctant to even get close to the moose whose 

bell hung within easy reach. But as time went on, and with a little 
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patience and repetltwn, they would pat the moose, the deer heads and 
feel the thick bear skins- then they lost all fear of them. 

As quickly as I could get a license, I started to hum pheasants, 

rabbits, and ducks. As I grew older, I hunted deer, moose, antelope, 

elk, and cougar in our country and Canada. I have never achieved any­

thing spectacular, but I can say I have always enjoyed my experiences, 

and consider them one of the richest and most satisfying of my entire 
life. I've always had the pleasure of looking forward to that next trip. 
Even when I have been up to my neck in business with no let-up in 

sight, I could remember with pleasure incident s of my last trip, and 

look forward with keen amicipation to the next one. And now a new 

and thrilling experience is in store for me. I am planning an African 
safari this fall of 1960, and I can tell you I am really looking forward 

to that. This expedition will be under the able management of Ker & 

Downey, Safaris, Ltd., of Nairobi, Africa. This organization makes 

a specialty of forming parties for various trips to different parts of 

the country. We shall be on safari from about the first of October to 
the middle of November, and it sho uld prove to be about the most ex­

citing six weeks I have ever experienced. This is a noted English 

company with tremendous experience in this sort of big game huming. 

The arrangements are extraordinary and complete, and sportslovers 

from ali over the world have enjoyed them. We will hunt for leopards, 

for lions, elephants, and for much more big game . Nature is at her 

best there- unspoiled- and it takes a man who really loves good 
sportsmanship to be willing to leave all else and go roaming out into 

the wilderness, much as it was when it was first created. I only hope 
I won't bore my family and friends when I return, but I can already 

foresee that if anyone asks me about my experiences on that African 

safari, I'll be ready with the answers and, I hope, good pictures. We 

will shoot in Kenya and Tanganyika, considered the best huming grounds 

today. Complete instructions are furnished about what to take there, 
s o everything sho uld go smoothly from start to finish, and I for one 

can hardly wait for all thi s. Wish me good hunting! 
I remember one day I came home from the bay carrying a fish that 

I did not recognize. I had visions of a fine fish dinner. I proudly carried 

it into the house and called my father's attention to what I had landed. 

He informed me that it was a dog fish and not good to eat, and I was a 

pretty disappointed little boy. Up to then I had probably thought any 
kind of fish would be good to eat- I learned that lesson early. I wasn't 
much older when I visited some relatives who had a farm at Fort Hill 
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1n New York State. There I tri ed to fish with bent pin s anJ worms, but 

those smart fish would steal the bait and take off without even saying, 

"Thank you." Naturally, those bent pins had no barbs, and it didn't 

take long for Mister Fish to find that out- fish may look dumb but they 

show plenty of sense at times. A little later I went to Canada for ·fishing 

-a new and exciting experience. I had heard of the fabulous fish up 
there, about the larger and gamier varieties, and I sure wanted to prove 

that to myself. I arrived at a place called George Salmons. He was lo­
cated in an excellent fishing area, near Kaladar, Ontario. Year after 

year I · went back there, along with many friends, including Or. Harry 

Guess of Buffalo and Bill Kreiner of the same city. Also Judges O'Connor, 

Taylor, and Gilette accompanied me, as did my sons and many others. 

The fishing was wonderful, and so naturally it induced too many people 

to go there; consequently the fishing began to suffer. That often hap­

pens. Someone finds the perfect sport, far removed from the run-of-the 

mill places, and the fish are active and cooperative. When that hap­

pens, you can trust a fisherman to say something to someone about his 

find- he just .can't seem to hold back the wonderful news. Then, of 

course, others follow, and the bloom is off the peach. At first there 

was no limit to the number of bass one could catch at that time, and I 

recall one especially good haul one day when we fished on Long Lake 

near the home fishing place of the Salmons. Dr. Guess did not catch a 
single fish all morning, but Bill and I were having pretty good luck. 
Finally Bill and I went ashore for some lunch, but Doc would not give 

up. He fished during the noon hour and caught eighteen good-sized 

bass between the hours of twelve and one, and the laugh was then on 
Bill and me. 

It was in this spot that I caught the second large s t black bass re­

gistered in Canada in that particular year. On that day my brother-in­

law, Doc Hoot, was in the boat with me. From that day to this I have 

never caught a larger black bass- I guess it was the high point of my 
bass fishing career. It weighed six and a half pounds. I had it mounted, 

and it still is hanging in my game room on Scottsville Road. Looking 

around for a new place to fish, Judge O'Connor found one at i Weslen­
koo~, Ontario, that was for sale. It belonged to a department store 

man named Eaton of Toronto, whose beautiful store still stands there. 

We formed a partnership- Judges O'Connor, Taylor, and myself- and 
purch~sed the island. We remodeled and modernized the house, and at 
a later time I bought an adjoining island and built a log cabin for my­
self. Here we en tert ained many people. I usvally made up the party, 
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saw that the necessary amount of food and drinks were available, and 

brought up my old friend , John Woggan, tO • do the cooking. If the party 

was a large one, we brought Terry O'Brion.along for the bartending. It 

was the ideal time for wonderful fellowship. All thoughts and cares 
about business and othe r problems were conveniently forgotten. The 

tangy Canada air, the beautiful, restful surroundings, being close to 

Nature, the nippy nights even in mid-summer- all that conspired to 

make us fast friends. It was the way man had beg·un his activities on 

this earth- it was good to get back to where we had started from. 

Some of the guests that graced our retreat were Robert Jackson, 

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; Gene Buck of ASCAP; 
Steve Gibbons, Under-Secretary of the United States Treasury; DeSe­
versky, the Russian air expert; and Edward Mulrooney, former police 

commissioner of New York City and later chairman of the S LA of New 

York State. Also present would be Bill Kreiner, Dr. Guess, Don Dailey, 

Tom Nagle, my sons, Emil Hurja, statistician for the Democratic Na­

tional Committee, who was the man who correctly forecast the exact 

number of electoral votes Franklin Roosevelt would get when he ran 

for election the second time. Most of these men had never been in the 

wilds of Canada before, and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

The conversation was lively, but business was forgotten. I am sure 

when they. returned home, they were better able to cope with aU of their 
many problems. In addition to these people, it was my pleasure to en­

tertain many more. All that was required was good sportsmanship, the 

feeling of being with friends, sharing their pleasures, learning to live 

together a way from the restrictions of our over-civilized society. 

There was an auto ride of about seventy miles from the shores ot 

Lake Ontario to the camp, then a boat ride of about ten miles. This 

. was a delightful introduction into what was in store for my guests, if 
they had never been there before. The moment they stepped into the 

automobile they began to see Nature at her best. The wonderful, pine­
scented Canadian air mus t have some medicinal qualities, because 

soon your eyes grow brighter, your appetite begins to perk up, and 

you're ready and eager for about everythiJ?.g, not to forget marvelous 

nights sleeping in the cool, bracing air of that lovely Northland. 
I kept a launch at the landing where the guide s lived, and we 

transported everybody and eve rything to the camp. We employed native 
guides and native help, and it was one of the nicest places of its kind 

I have ever seen or hope to see. We called it Camp Genesee- I wonder 
if you can guess how it got that nam e ? But as time went on, we fished 
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the place out of black bass, and the rock bass took over. So 1 decided 
to sell my interest out to Judge O'Connor, and then purchased a camp 

up in Northern Quebec. This camp we called the Conde Club. It was 

the furthermost camp leased by the Quebec government. It consisted of 

fifty square miles, had a main camp with many building s . As time went 

on, I erected still another camp which we called Twin Trout Lake Camp, 

the ideal spot to catch those delicious brook trout. · We could fish for 

them to our heart's content, and I shall never forget the countless, lazy 

hours I spent just relaxing, enjoying every minute, and thanking our 

Maker that there were such pl~ces for busy men to go to. I built a shack 

there, and we would spend one or two nights in it, roughing it, but com­

fortable enough. It's surprising how a highly-civilized man can adapt 
himself to primitive s urroundings in a short time- it shows that way 

down deep in our hearts we never really get away from Mother Nature. 

To get to this shack meant a canoe ride, a number of portages, but it 
was well worth it. We'd get there pretty well tuckered out, but it wasn't 
any time before we were busy catching fish as though our very lives 

depended on it. It was nothing to hook two trout using two flies on your 

line- on every cast, mind you. On one occasion one of the boys put 

out three flies on his line and caught three trout on that one cast. We 

usually split the trout, placed them .over an open fire, broiled them on 

forked branches, along with a can of beans, and some ale to wash down 

the food. I have eaten in many fine restaurants and consider myself 

somewhat of an authority on good food, but I venture to state that noth­

ing has ever tasted better than those brook trout up there in Canada. 
Of course, your appetite has a little to do with that, I am willing to admit. 

I had the pleasure of entertaining people from New York and Ro­

chester, including Frank Martin, Betty's father. It was here that the 

black QUANANICHE were plentiful. .There are only two lakes inall of 

Canada chat contain these black land-locked salmon. They would come 
up to the surface and roll over once or twice a day, and we would go 
out in the canoes using fly rods with a little spinner as bait. Once you 
hooked one, they fought and fought ten co forty minutes before being 

landed. I honestly believe, pound for pound, they are the greatest 
fighters of all fresh water fish. On one occasion Frank Martin and I 

were fishing from a canoe with Francis, my French-Canadian caretaker, 
as our guide. Frank had made a cast and hooked a fish. While he was 

playing it, I reeled in, and my bait was alongside. I felt a tug, picked 
up the rod and gave a quick jerk. Somethi11g hit me in the back of my 

head- it was bigger than the one Frank landed soon after. I hesitated 
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to tell this story for a good many years, and then only in the presence 
of Frank, because it sure sounded like a very tall fish story. I was 

given to understand that moose were plentiful, but it would appear that 

a near-by lumber camp purchas ed all the moose the natives could kill, 

so they were cleaned out prior to our buying this camp. To overcome 

this, I rented another camp of similar size on Silver River about sevency­

fi ve !Diles south of the Conde Camp. Here was really excellent moose 

hunting, and for three different years I killed a moose each year. Na­

turally we did not hunt during the war years. 

Here is an incident that I thought might prov.e interesting. Jack 

was a way in military camp and confined to the hospital, because when 

he went on man e uvers his foot swelled due to an injury he had sus ­

tained when he was a young boy. He was threatened with gangrene, but 

after months of hospitalization he was finally discharged. One of the 

very first things he wanted to do was to go hunting, so up to the moose 
camp we went. On th e first day I shot a moose, and the second day 

Jack complained of feeling ill. The next day he coughed so constantly 
I was sure he had contracted pneumonia. I sent my canoe and two Indian 

guides to the railroad track to s top a freight train that would go by a 
sanitarium about fourt een miles away. About daybreak they came back 

with the doctor who examined Jack. He proclaimed he had pneumonia 

in one lung. He left about a dozen pills with me, and for two days I 

kept steaming him and feeding him with the pills. Finally he said he 

felt better, and then I decided to move him to a hospital in Montreal. It 

was slow going back to the railroad. There were three portages to 
make, with plenty of luggage to be carried along. It wasn't easy with a 

sick man, I tell you, but luckily he escaped death. Betty and Jack's 

mother came over, and Bob came over later to visit Jack, and I believe 

it was on this trip that Betty and ] ack became engaged. I was exhausted 

being with Jack day and night. I decided it would be best to go home 

and rest. I felt very rocky the day I arrived home, and later the doctor 

told me I had pneumonia, so to bed I went, and it took me some time to 

get over that bout. 
Meanwhile, after the brewe ry got going well, I rais ed a large num­

ber of pheasants which, when grown, we released and shot. I had par­

ties of distributors coming to the farm on schedule twice a week throughout 

the hunting seasons. I had plenty of good help, or I never could have 
made it. Joe Haag always looked out for the hunters in grand style. He 
was a natural for this kind of work- good natured- would stay up long 
hours at night playing cards with the boys, see that they were "' ~ " 
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taken care of- the sort of man who gets along with others. He \vas the 

perfect man for a spot like that and the guests didn't hesitate to tell 

me how much they _appreciated all Joe Haag did for them. I have at the 

farm a record book that shows the names of the hunters, of the guides, 

of the dogs, and how many pheasants and other game were sho t. Each 

evening we would have grand parties in the main dining room at the 

farm. There would be a roaring fire in the big fireplace, and no matter 

what the weather might be outside, it was warm and supremely comfort­

able and friendly inside- a world where care was forgotten and true 

friendship prevailed- I wish there were more places like that for people 

everywhere. Outside guests would be invited to make even more fun 

for all. The most popular dish we served was pheasant a l a Oscar. 1 

got this recipe from Oscar of the Waldorf. It really is the best way to 

serve this delicious bird that I have ever heard of. Perhaps Oscar him­

self could have prepared it better than we, but I am sure it never tasted 

quite so good as up in my farm home at Scotsville. 

We sometimes had as many as t wenty-five people around the dining 

room table. Sometimes I wo uld use a huge casserole and would serve 

each one individually. Good sportsmanship prevailed- differences were 

forgotten- and in the dozens and dozens of parties we held at the farm 

I've never known of any argument or disagreement to occur. For these 

and many other reasons our guests looked forward to this hunt for 

weeks in advance. However, to hum in the daytime and to enjoy one­

self all night was quite a strain on those who were responsible for 

those parties week after week. I managed to arrange it so that those 

catering to their needs were not there every night, except myself- I 

was always Johnny-on-the-spot. I was blessed with a pretty strong con­

stitut ion, and while I didn't abuse myself, I was able to stand a lot for 

a good many years- still can. Besides, entertaining all those fine 

friends seemed to give me extra strength. You are so concerned about 

their welfare that you don't have too much time to think of yourself. 

Each man, when he returned home, had a goodly supply of pheasants 

and usually took home the menus that we furnished with each meal. He 

carried back many pleasant memories, I feel sure. In this way we made 

and kept many friends. Naturally we kept hunting dogs, extra guns, 

extra clothing, provided licenses, s hells, as well as food and shelter. 

It was a lot of fun, and I am happy to say that I have found it one of 

the best ways to use money- provide happiness for those you love­

make life a little pleasanter and more eventful. As time went on, I 
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transformed an old house on one of the farms into a hunting lodge. Here 

we could sleep fourteen people, and it made a perfect set-up. They 

enjoyed their privacy yet could participate in all of the activities . If 
some felt . that they wanted a day of rest and quiet, they could take it 

without int e rfering with the pleasure of th e others. We tried to mak e 

eac h· guest fee l at home - relaxed- stand on no ceremony- never forced 

anyone to do anything they didn't want to do. In my estimation that is 

genuine hospitality. This forcing people into feverish -ro unds of activi­

ty i s n't, to me, th e true spirit of · hospitality. Maybe that' s th e old­

fashic;ned way, but I notice it seems to work out pretty well when it's 
put into practice. 

It was during thi s time that we moved from our Rochester home on 

East Avenue and Pelham Road to the big house on the farm, after re ­

modeling it. I then decided to have a couple of ponds dug on the farm 

and s tocked them with bass. Then I decided on a plan- the tail of 

each fish was numbered from one to 125. When a fish was caught, we 

would award a prize to the g ue st who hooked one of these bass; the 

number on the tag wo uld correspond co the prize list we had made up. 

So if a man was lucky enough, he'd get a prize for his efforts. The fish 

were usually ret urned to the pond- a very popular arrangement- and 

gave a little extra incentive to those who came up for some fishing. 

We had a flood on e year, and both ponds overflowed, and the bass were 

swept out to the river . A year later someone wrote to the Conservation 

Department stating chat they had caught a bass with the initials LAW 

on it, and the number, I think, was 87. They wanted to know what the 

nu~ber signified. The department told them. This bass had worked its 

way up about fourteen miles from the pond. These same ponds were 

stocked, naturally, with bullhead s . There was a little stream running 

into them, and I had great fun with my grandchildren fishing for them. 

I was the one who had to take the bullheads from the hooks and rebait 

th em until the boy s grew older. 

Years ago I was invited by my good friend, John Anagno, _ to do 

some fishing off the coast of Gloucester, Mass. We had a good, steady 

boat and soo n put out from the ha rbor co the fishing grounds. About an 

hour l~ter we ran into tuna, and, believe it or not, we hooked four of 

them in a very short time but boa ted only one, which happened to be 

mine. I was ve ry proud and happy, and I had a taxiderinist mount it. It 

is now hanging in my game room in the Scott sv ill e Road house, and for 

years it was the marv e l of the grandchildren who had never seen such 

a big fish. 
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No matter where I _went, I usually carried a fishing rod along to try 

out the local fishing. Much of my fishing has been done on the St. Law­

rence River, Lake Ontario, and the Atlantic Ocean . I have · done a lot 

of fi s hing in Canada, of course, and even now I still go there to try 

out my luck. I built a house on the St. Lawrence just to be near the 

fi s hing grounds. I thought it would be nic e to have a dock in front, so 

I could really get to the various fi s hing ground s quickl y. I had a forty­

foot Chris Craft diesel-powered job e specially built for me . Nothing I 

can think of gives me greater pleasure than to take my grandchildren 

aboard, give them plenty of lunch and drinks, and s pend the day with 

them on the water. It' s wonderful fun, and those yo ungst e rs I be t will 

neve r forget th e happy days they s pent with their Grandpa We ide . For 

the las t several years we've had very good luck, as both the perch a nd 

bass have been biting readily. Rarely did we come hom e without our 

limit, and we always had plenty of fish to give our friend s . Across from 

our hou se on Wolfe Is l a nd my fri end , Jack Ca mpbell lives with his good 

wife, Jean. Jack runs a very fine fishin g camp and ta kes c a re of a lot 

of people, both from Rochest e r and Buffalo, man y of whom we kno w. 

Jack looks after the fishing end of the deal while Jean looks after th e 

office de tails, the appointments, a nd the operation of the hou se . They 

do an excellent job between them, and they s~em to enjo y it as much 

as their guests. Occas ionally Jack acts as my guide on the riv e r on 

the Canadian side, and he sure knows the good spots. Right nearby is 

mu s ka llonge fishing. One year I entertained mo s t of the members of 

Governor Harriman's cabinet, and the Lt. Governor and hi s son, Bob, 

also came up to do some fishing. One afternoon I s ugges ted to Bob that 

we try to catch one of these fish. He was rather re luct ant, beca use the 

bass had been biting very well, and he didn't want to end ang er hi s 

luck. He finally consented, and it wasn't more than twenty minutes be­

fore he hooked and boated a very fine musky. We were all happy a bout 

it, because it was the fir s t time a guest had caught one. I entertained 

our many distributors as well, and the y seemed to enjoy themselves 

no end. We would organize them so that two parties wo uld visit our 

house each week, and we would park th em in a near-by mot e l but feed 

them dinner at our house. Lunch was us ually taken on the boat . They 

spent two days on each visit, and they had great times. I am s ure ma ny 

of the m s till ta lk about those hap py days, and I am grateful t ha t I have 

been in a po s ition to give them that pleas ure. A good ma ny of th em had 

never fi shed before , and I am pos itive I mad e some very a rde nt fisher­

men out of a number of the m. 
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The St. Lawrence is probably my favorite place for fishing, as the 

black bass are great fight ers . I like anyone or anything that puts up a 

good fight. I certainly have ga ined a great deal of respect for some of 
the fish I have been privileged to land . 

. When I was Commissioner of Cons ervation, I enlarged the only 

bass hatch ery in the State of New York, and it was my intention to 
build a number of them on Lake Ontario, so as to improve the fishing. 
The pressure is getting greater each year due to ' the influx of new 
sportsmen and the general growing population. In summer many .auto­

mobiles bring trailers containing a fishing boat, and the number of 

anglers enjoying fishing along the Canadian border is increasing steadi­

l y. Ho w to provide good fi s hing for them wi thout deple ting the s upply, 

is a real problem and challenge. Our good friends, the Tom Nagles, 

have their summer home within three blocks of our house. Hardly a 

day goes by but what we see each oth~r. He sometimes fishes on my 

boat or I on his. One day I was out in my boat and said I was going in 

to go to a barber. Tom sa id: "Don't do that, just stay where you are, 

let me worry about the Larber." In a s hort time a guide appeared with 

the village barber. He called me over to Tom's boat, and I got a hair­
cut and a shave while continuing fishing- that's what I call service de 

luxe. I went back to my boat, and about an hour later I looked over and 

saw the captain operating the boat, and, to my surprise, the barber was 

the only one fishing- Tom and Don were taking their naps. 

It has always been a great occasion for me when the grandchildren 

come for some fishing on the St. Lawrence River. I should probably 

say the grandsons. The little girls- Bonnie, Penny, and Sherry - are 

not fisherm en at heart. They don't like to bait hooks; they don't like to 

pull the slippery fish out of the water; they wouldn't take those wiggly, 

smelly fish off the hooks for anything; so what is there left for them to 

enjoy when it comes to fishing? For that reason I provide other encer­
tainment for them more to their liking. They love to be given sailing 
lessons, and I am sure when they grow up, they will look back to those 

days when their old grandpa Wehle se nt th~m out on the sparkling wa­

ters. The brisk wind- the spanking breeze- the boat leaning over as it 

bucked the wind- the joy of living- th e bright sunshine- all these are 

precious me maries that will remain in their hearts long . after I am gone, 

and I am happy and proud that I was the one to give these to them. 
Now a little more about hunting. I have spoken enough about my 

other favorite sport. When we first purchased the farm on Scottsville 
Road, it consisted of only eighty acres. I added to it, as did my two 
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sons, until there are a total of 1,800 today. Meantime the property has 

grown quite valuable. When we first purchased it in the year 1925, 

there were plenty of pheasants on it and the surrounding land, as well 

as squirrel, rabbits, woodchuck, and fox. Later, deer appeared, as I 

bought more land to which our hunting naturally extended. At that time 

it was totally unnecessary either to buy or raise pheas ants, because 
the natural crop was excellent. We had little trouble in getting our 

limit of three cock birds a day. As time went on, the birds either died 
or were shot, and it became necessary to e.stablish a pheasant farm. 

This I did, purchasing those I needed, gathered our own eggs, incubated 
them, put them in the brood ers and finally out on the hardening grounds. 

This way we raised thousands of pheasants over the years and had our 
friends up to shoot them. As the boys grew older, Jack decided to raise 

Mallard ducks, and he had a successful shoot erected on his place. 

Bob continued to raise pheasants and quail. 

Going back quite a few years, I recall the first deer that I shot on . 
the farm. It happened in a big corn field on the flats between two rail­

roads. I le ft my car behind some trees and walked over toward th e corn 

field and saw a buck deer enter the corn about one hundred yards away. 

You can imagine my excitement. I became tense and alert as I watched 
him, and I wasn't going to let anything interfere with what I had in 

mind. I decided to stalk him, and I walked between the rows very care­

fully and quietly. Every once in a while I would peek out, and that 

buck would look out at almost the same time. Then I'd duck back again, 

not making a sound. Well, this peek-a-boo game kept up for some little 
distance. Finally I decided to step out and raise my gt.in, and the next 

time he appeared I let him have it. That's exactly what happened - he 

had looked out just once too often, and I fired. He ran a short way, 

!'ell do wn under a tree and died. It was the first deer I had ever s hot, 
and I am sure that that initial thrill can never be repea ted just as it 
happened so long ago. I can see it all so plainl y - the tall corn- the 

quiet rustling of the ears- the s unlight- and that deer lyin g so still. 
One or two years later my foreman, Al Gross, came close to the 

house on the first day of the deer hunting season. I heard him walking 

along the road, and I said: "Al," as I opened the window, "how about 

a little deer hunting?" You could tell he was as ready to get about it 

as I was. It didn't take me long to get ready and jump into the station 
wagon, and away we went full speed. Then we slowed down along ·the 

road back of the Twelve-Horse barn. Al suddenly stopped and pointed to 
a pasture alongside the road. There stood a very fine buck, with his 
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graceful movements, eyewg everything around him. Nature has given 
deer wonderful sight to guard against their enemies, but has also pro­
vided them with a strong bump of curiosity which many times gets them 

into trouble. I got out of the car, walked across the fence line, and 

shot at him. He ran quite a distance and finally fell down. Within twen­

ty minutes we had him back at the house. This was the fastest deer 

·hunt I ever engaged in. I had heard some talk about a big buck that 

frequented the neighborhood. On this partie ular day 1 recall I went out, 

again the first day of the hunting season, hoping to see that buck, I 

left the car quite a distance from the woods this deer and others had 

frequented for many years. There is a small creek running through it 

and is a regular deer run-way. I dare say this was in use when the 
Indians inhabited this land so many years ago. I walked into the woods 

very cautiously, because I knew how quickly deer take alarm. I remained 

in back of a tree for some time, not moving a muscle, and soon I saw 

some deer approaching. I was up with my shot gun, in which I had a 
slug, and, lo and behold, a buck appeared, a handsome specimen, the 
very buck everyone had been talking about. I fired, and I was sure that 
I had hit him, but he kept right on going. I tracked him across the rail­

road, through a swamp, over a plowed field, through a piece of woods, 

through a pasture, and finally lost him in another woods. You can im­
agine how disappointed I was, but that's part of the fascination of 

hunting- you can never tell ahead of time just what is going to hap­

pen. I hunted and hunted, but could not locate him. Four days later a 

couple of farm hands walked through the woods looking for a lost cow 

and found that big buck where he had crawled into some underbrush, 
lying there deader than a door nail. 

I have also hunted deer in some of our Western states, but my 

choice is hunting on my own place. Now I am patiently waiting for my 

grandsons to grow up big enough so that they can enjoy the same ex­

periences I have on that home farm. Because of the proximity of my 
farm to the Genesee Valley Hunt up the valley, there are numbers of 
wild foxes always on the farm. As all hunters know, foxes steal wood­
chuck holes to have their young. They are 'very prolific, and both the 

red and grey varieties inhabit the farm. 

I was with my grandson, Teddy, when he shot his first fox. I was 

also with him when he shot his first pheasant. These were great occa­

sions in his life, and I know he'll never forget them. Probably tell his 

own grandchildren how he went out with Grandpa Wehle- I hope so. 
Teddy is going to be a great shot, is even today. Duff is following 
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along in his footsteps, and only last Christmas I gave him a small 

caliber shot gun, and had the stock cut down so he could handle it 

more easily. The very next day after Christmas nothing would do but 

what Duff wanted to go out and try his luck- can you blame him? We 

went out together and saw a pigeon on a barn roof. Duff aimed and 

actually shot the bird, and that was his very first experience shooting 

-a memorable milestone in his life, I know. He was the proudest little 

boy in Monroe County. Each of the boys have their riding horses, and 

they have taken to them as easily as a duck takes to water. 

One summer the boys decided co have a_ camp quite a distance 

away from the house. They wanted to be on their own away from family 

interference- as what boy doesn't? They built the camp, and I heard 

great reports on how comfortable they were and how much they were 

enjoying themselves. Well, I am flattered to say that I was invited 

down, and I discovered the camp was built- alongside a huge stump of 

a tree. They had used hop sacking for the top and sides and had a fire­

place and a bench. They really were in business, busy as beavers and 

just as happy and carefree. Some of the farmers' sons were also in­

vited to join, but the older boys, Ted and Chip, decided there was an 

age limit to accepting members, so they barred Duff, because they said 

he was too young. I pleaded with them, beca.use I know how unhappy 

that made Duff. I tried to reason with them but didn't get very far. Fi­

nally I thought of a way- have a junior club so that Duff could get in. 

They said no, positively, and that was that, unless Duff let one of the 

farm boys use his horse; otherwise they wouldn't vote him in. Well, 

Duff reluctantly agreed, and he was duly elected- a member in good 

standing. Imagine my and everybody's surprise when the next day Duff 

said he had changed his mind. He was not going to give up his .horse, 

yet here he was an elected member. This called for some big-league 

high-level diplomacy, I tell you. To ease the situation, I decided we 

should have lunch at the club. I went back to the house and secured 

some pots and pans, beans, spaghetti, sausage, and soft drinks- things 

I knew the boys really enjoyed. Meanwhile the boys had built a fire, 

and we had our first meal at that grand camp, and after that everything 

seemed to go along to everybody's satisfaction. 

We usually had hawks at the farm, and we would always go out 

armed with a rifle with a good scope on it and pick them off, as well 

as the crows. Woodchucks were our specialty. Sometimes we would 
get as many as six a day. The place really is a woodchuck's paradise. 

We never bothered much with the rabbits or squirrels, preferring them 
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to live and multiply. Once when I was hunting, I ran across Dr. Hopkins, 

who has since been killed in an airplane accident. I had just purchased 

a new doubl e-barre l Ithaca twelve-gauge gun of the Sousa type and was 

eager to try it out. It i s rated high by hunters who know, so I was ready 

to see what it could really do. Dr. Hopkin s had hi s dog along and also 

was- eager to have the dog do s ome wo rk. The dog came to point, and 

two pheasant s flu s hed , one to the right and one to the left. I told Doc 

not to expect me to hit them, because my gun was riew, but through a 

lucky break I fired first at one and then the other, and both came down 

-probably the be s t pheasant hunting I have ever enjoyed. Another 

time, while hunting along one of the lane s on the farm, I flushed a 

pheasant, knocked him down, but before I could get to him a hawk flew 

out of a tree and was read y to pounce on chat pheasant when I shot 

him- pretty quick action, I wo uld say. 

Of course, I could go on endlessly, but I be lieve enough has been 

said about hunting and fishing. 

All chose engaged in sports seem to develop a certain sense of 

be longing- of comradeship. Even pe rfect strangers will talk in a short 

time when th ey find they have th e S<!.llle hunting ta s tes. You forget and 

care le ss where they come from- what s ort of jobs they work at- whe­

ther they are in the upper or lower income brackets. If the man is a good 

s port, has respect for the rights of others, sticks to the laws of good 

sportsmanship, then he belongs. If he fails to do chat, he is not one of 

the great fraternity, no matter what hi s rank, title, or wealth. 

Whether you're trailing de er in the Northwoods of Canada -whether 

you're out on the blue Gulf Stream looking for that record-breaking mar­

lin- whether you're off for a safari in darkest Africa- for deer in the 

Rockies- for a pheasant or duck in your own back yard- sportsman­

ship is the yardstick by which men will gauge you. 

It is well that this is so, because the qualities that make for good 

sportsmanship carry over into all phases of our lives. I sincerely believe 

we are better people when we are better sports. 

It is a healthy sign of the times that so many people are interested 

in s ports and take active part in th e m. You see the m everywhere, wield­

ing th a t tenni s racke t or swa tting th a t golf ball, dropping basket balls 

in the net, putting in that extra effort at the swim meet, out hiking and 

camping -learning to be good sports in the true se nse of the word. 

So may good sportsmanship and all it stands for always be the Ameri­

can way. If we follow through on chat, I am not going co worry too much 

about the future of our beloved land. If we lose char- watch out! 
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CHAPTER 8 

The Political Bug Bites Me 

Ever since I was employed by the law firm of Hotchkis s & Tuck, 

which was my first job after leaving high school, I have been interested 

in politics. 

Even as long ago as then it struck me that the only way in which 

s uch a country as ours could ever hope to function as a working re pub­

lic was for the citizens to be interested in the men who were delegated 

to run the local and national governments. In this there is both a great 

hope and _a great principle that every citizen is responsible for what 

happen's to it. In the older forms of governments, such as monarchies , 

the ruling was done by royal families who surrounded themselves with 

ministers and the like. This power was passed on from one generation 

to the other. Whether the me mbers of such a succeeding ruling class 

showed any real ability was always a matter for speculation. One king 

might be s trong and just and progressive, his son following him could 

be a weak tyrant and undo much of the good work hi s father had achieved. 

There was no guarantee that any such family could ever hope to rule 

wisely generation after generation. In the ve ry nature of thin gs it just 

doesn't happen that way or work out in practice. In other form s of dic­

tatorships we are also confronted by the fact that a very small, select 

group takes over all the power- the great majority of the people hav e 

nothing to say about how the governmenc is to be run- you ob ey orders 

without question or take th e cons eq ue nce s . All throughout history we 

find that to rule a country well over the years requires a greater flexi- · 

bility than such regimes permit. If the ruling classes are benevolent, 

well and good- if they are evil, the resulcs are tragic in the extreme. 

When our constitution was devised, it was based on the principle 

that we as citizens must take an active part in providing our country 

with the right kind of laws, each man to express hi s own opinions about 

th em by giving him the franchise. As soon as you place such a privi­

lege into hi s hands, he i s in sta ntl y faced with the equal responsibility 

of using this wisely and well. Therefore, to become an effective citi­

zen under such a method, you have to become an informed citizen, one 

who knows and understands what is expected of him, to know what he 

is doing, and why he is doing it . It is a responsibility that cannot be 
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side-stepped if one wishes to be a true citizen of such a country as 
ours. 

That such a s tate of affairs has a tendency to complicate matters 

can easily be understood. When a few men behind closed doors can 

make all the laws, the matter is simplified- and action can be taken 

immediately- the decrees are forthcoming- the orders are sent out­

they are obeyed- it is as simple as that, theoretically. 

In our democratic form of government we are confronted with two 

things -the fact that people are frail and weak, and the fact that they 

are poorly informed as to thei:r political duties. For that reason we 

take longer to get things done, but we feel that in the long run this is 

the most effective manner in which to awaken citizens to make them 

part and parcel of a government run by the people and for the people. 

To enlighten our citizenship has always been a difficult task. With a 

free press we can study the pros and cons of any question, but it is 

sometimes pretty discouraging to note the apathy people show when 

election day arrives. It is a sad commentary on our times when we see 

fewer than half of the number of voters turn out for an election. Educa­

tion is one of the ways in which they will be changed- we'll never 

have the kind of government we can and should have until these basic 

matters are corrected. 

Even in my Theta Phi fraternity days I saw a little of how politics 

works. I found out how one boy got elected to an office, how another 

failed. I discovered that many able boys never made the grade, because 

they did not have effective helpers working for them-that some of the 

less able did make the political grade. This was a miniature world that 

really taught me a few lessons I never forgot. 

As I have said, I first heard about politics in the offices of Hotch­

kiss & Tuck, and I was intrigued by the entire subject. Here was some­

thing I could get my teeth into. Here was a matter that impressed me 

as being of paramount importance. I discovered I just couldn't be a 

good citizen and remain indifferent to politics -learn what it was all 

about. I think I know why I had that awaren_ess. My ancestors had come 

over from Germany, many of the m to avoid a form of government to 

which they could not subscribe. For that reaso.n they migrated to the 

new country because here they could enjoy political. freedom. It is 

perhaps because of this thirst for freedom I gained right in my home 

that I was more aware of the blessed privilege of citizenship than the 

boys whose families did not have such a background. I must have heard 

stories about Bismarck and how he dominated the liwd with his iron 
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rule, and how people were forced to live under it. In any case, I was 

still in my middle-teens when I became aware of politics and its im­

portance to the welfare of our country. 

I remember vividly, long before I could vote, I attended a political 

rally in the old Germania Hall on Clinton Street, and how thrilled I wa s 

by the various speakers and the reaction of the audienc e . Here I saw 

democracy in action; I knew even then that sooner or later I wanted to 

take an active part in this. I liked the excitement, the feeling that here 

was where men tried to find out how to rule themselves. I have always 

liked competition, and you certainly get that when you become actively 

interested and engaged in politics. Some of the tactics used left much 

to be desired, and as neither main political party could be called free 

from them, you had to decide which one fundamentally offered the most 

good for the most people. One thing is quite certain- in politics, just 

as in business, you can never please everybody. If you strike a fairly 

high average, that is quite a feat in itself. 

As a general rule, when men get into the higher income brackets, 
they lean toward the Republican party. 

So this is the place in my story to say why I am and continue to be 

a Democrat. My father was a member of that party, so naturally I fol­

lowed in his footsteps. That's the way most of us start politically, just 

as we do in our religious faith. We may change later, but we start the 

way those who have gone before taught us. While I did this, not all of 

my brothers did, ?Jhich has, of course, been their privilege. 

I remember ~hen I was quite young, I had great admiration for Al 

Smith of New York. There was a man of conviction- one after my own 

heart -.a forceful man with a sense of humor, who wouldn't hesitate to 

express himself no matter where the chips fell- he really appealed to 

me. He had a tremendous personal following, and I was one of his 

humble admirers. I used to follow his career with intense interest, rt:ad 

anything I could about him, and when he came to Rochester to speak, 

you may be sure I was Johnny-on-the-spot to listen to him and cheer 

him. I was such an ardent Democrat that for years I would bet that the 

Democratic candidate for Gove rnor would be e lected. I made these 

bets usually with Judge O'Connor. He just happened to be a much 

smarter politician than I, and even when the odds were pretty heavily 

against me, I would back my co.:victions with a little cash, and he 

kept right on winning it away from me. It was during this period that 

the famous "wheelbarrow ride" was enacted. At that tirne the voting 

headquarters for the seventh ward were located in a cigar store. The 
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boys of East High School would frequent this -place on election days. 

There my eyes were really opened to what went on. For example, one 

time the Republicans had a man sitting next to the election booth, 

which was screened by a piece of canvas. He had a hole punched in 

this through which he could actually see how the voters voted, whether 

Democrat or Republican. If that was stopped, they would put lamp 

black on the hand s of the Democratic voters, and when they came out, 

. and they had been paid to vote for the Republican · ticket, their hands 

were examined. If the y had lamp black on them, they were given a hard 

time. In these days it hardly seems possible that these me thods were 

used, but they were, and there i s no use denying them. No wonder poli­

tic s rec eived s uch a black nam e among many pe opl e . No wonder men 

thought there was no use in voting, that it was all crooked and arranged 

ahead of time- and under the existing circumstances you could hardly 

blame them. For those rea sons I think it can be understood why other 

forms of goveri1ment honestly believe that our form never can be estab­

lished and maintained permanently. We mus t not forget that our form of 

government is still in it s infancy, as such things go. We are learning 

by trial and ernx. We can see that th ere have been many improvements 

in our methods and in our political morals- we are growing up. We can 

see that in the increa s ing intere s t young men of ability are taking in 

government. There are many excellent courses in our colleges today 

that are preparing men of caliber for public office. They realize that 

only trained, effective, and honest men can ever hope to give us the 

kind of government we are s triving for. It is becoming more of a career, 

and I, for one, am glad of it. I can think of no finer service an intelli­

gent and dedicated young man can render his country than by entering 

the field of politics- it is a tremendously important contribution to our 

times, and I hope more will get into this sort of public service in the 

future. 

Now to go back. I vividly recall that O'Connor was about five years 

older than I and a very effective lieutenant of the seventh ward, whose 

le ader was a Dr. Killip. Well, I had the use of my father's horse and 

buggy, and I would pick O'Connor up with his fistful of dollar bills. 

Some of his lieutenants would round up the voters who were willing to 

sell their votes back of the building of the Stecher .Lithograph Com­

pany on Central Avenue. O'Connor would question them, and if they 

promised to vote right, they received their dollar. The answer, of course, 

was always yes, or almost always. They would be marched over to the 

voting booth, and they voted right, you may be sure of that. Now, don't 
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think for a minute that this was simply going on in Rochester- it was 
the common practice all over . the country, hard as it may be for you to 

believe today. This was especially so where the big city bosses held 
sway. The farmers were alway s more independent, and as you couldn't 

influence or regulate them quite as easily as you could city voters, 

there was less selling of votes to them. And, mind you, this happened 

in both the Republican and Democratic parties, I am sorry to say. March­

ing clubs were formed; there was excitement and noise and music for 

one and all- but behind it all was that drive to get that vote no matter 

what tactics were used. Headquarters were established where beer and 

sandwiches were served several nights a week before elections. The 

voter was made to feel important; he was courted and flattered until 
the candidates were elected; and then he was forgotten until the next 

election came around. 

I always managed to get in on these occasions by doing some 
work around headquarters. This was my taste of politics in the raw, and 
I can tell you I learned some pretty impmtant lessons. One thing that 
has stuck in my craw ever since is the matter of buying votes. I can't 

see how any right-thinking man can sell his, because it is a priceless 

heritage given him after centuries of revolution, bloodshed, and tears 

by those who made it possible for hirp to exercise this franchise. It 

is his affair how he votes and for whom- he must be alone with his 

conscience- how else can one expect honesty ' to prevail in politics? 

I recall when William Jennings Bryan was running against William 
McKinley for the presidency. "Silver-tongued" Bryan was a great ora­

tor, and whenever he appeared, he drew tremendous and enthu~iastic 
crowds. His "Cross of Gold" was one of the great speeches of that 
time. Americans love effective public speakers, have ever since Colo­
nial days when they conducted their town meetings. Bryan made a great 

impression on many people. My cousin, Fred Loewenguth, was a Bryan 
man, and his father, a McKinley follower. His father put up a picture of 
McKinley in the parlor window as was customary in those days, so 
whoever passed by could recognize the politics of the man who lived 

there. My cousin, Fred, would not be outdone. In the next window he 
put a picture of Bryan. For a number of days the people passing got a 

great kick out of this incident. Finally my uncle saw the two pictures 

hanging there and removed the one of Bryan. This was a great joke in 

the neighborhood for some time. 
Although I was approached a number of times to run for office, 

from supervisor to assemblyman, to State Senator, and even up to the 
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United States Senate, I have always declined. But I may state here 
that any other office I have tried to win, such as officer of a bank or 

as director or president of a trade association, I have never failed to 

achieve. Perhaps my former experience helped me, but I can assure 

you that some of tho se questionable tactics hav e never been e mployed. 

If a man can't get elected on his merits, he has no right to win. 

When we .left Rochester and I became associated with the Lang 

Brewery in Buffalo, I again became somewhat active in politics. I be­

came treasurer of the campaign to elect one Al Egloff as United States 

Congressman. The effort failed, although I sure tried hard to see that 

he won that post. But the times were not right . . Again I learned some­
thing more about politics. It isn't always the effort you put into a cam­

paign that will determine its success. There come times when the 

situation as a whole is against you. Perhaps a president has grown 

unpopular because of bad times, and the voters blame him for this situ­

ation, even if he had little or nothing to do about it. Then when elec­

tion time comes, he loses out, even if history later proves that he was 

a better man than the Of!e who supplanted him. This has happened 

many times and probably will again in the future. 

Then when I returned co Rochester co engage in the baking business, 

I again became active in politics. This time I was known as a local 

Republican and a national Democrat, because I was campaign treasurer 
for a number of candidates who were running for judgeships. Among 
them were Judges O'Connor and Marsh Taylor. They both conducted 

successful campaigns. As I recall it, I performed the same service for 
Judge O'Connor, first, when he ran for the Police Court Judgeship; 

later, for County Court Judge; and, finally, for Supreme Court Judge. I 
never registered anything else but as a Democrat. As I became more 

affluent, many of my friends would ask me: "How is it that you are a 

De~ocrat, yet you belong to the Republicans?" My answer usually 

was: "Well, the Democrats lean far to the left; the Republicans, to the 

right. If the masses ever awaken to their real strength, they can con­

fiscate our property by legal methods. Isn't it better that some of us 

remain with the Democrats and try to steer a middle course, than to 

abandon them to the radical s in the party? A half a loaf is bett er than 

none. In other words, giving up a part of your income is better than 

having it all taken away from you." Much to my surprise, many of them 
agreed. Well, as time went on, and the Democrats became responsible 
for legalizing beer, then finally the repeal of the entire 18th Amend­
ment, I was a stronger Democrat than ever. 
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On one occasion, accompanied by Don Dailey, we went to Washing­

ton and had an audience with President Franklin Roosevelt. Upon en­

tering the room and shaking hands with us, he turned to me and said: 

"Now, Wehle, don't a s k me to reduce the tax on beer- we need the 
money." I said, "Mr. President, I'm not here to ask any favors. I am 
only here to thank you for bringing back beer. You are a most courageous 

and far-sighted man." The truth of the matter was, I had all of my 

money wrapped up in the beer business, and if he hadn't brought beer 
back, I was done for. 

I recall an incident under Governor Harriman. I wa s a member of 

the Saratoga Park Authority to investigate the losses that were being 
sustained there and was delegated to come up with a solution. I worked 

hard on that deal, and among other things I suggested an advertising 

campaign for the waters of the Spa. I had all kinds of literature to show 

the authorities what could be done. The day before the sho wing was to 

be held, the Governor kindly informed me that he was not going to at­

tend, that he had changed his mind, but I should go ahead and show 

the rest of the members of the committee. He alone had the · authority 

to act. Among other things, I recommended that the bath houses and 

the whole operation be put on at least an even-break basis by clo s ing 
one of the bath houses and re stricting free services for those attend­

ing. I wasted my breath; nothing was done; but I have the great satis­

faction of seeing the pres ent governor, Nelson Rockefeller, recommend­
ing it to the New York Legislature, exactly what I propos ed whe n 

Harriman was governor, just a fe w years ago. 
There was a huge building on the premises at Saratoga that was 

unoccupied. I wanted to us e thi s as a conservation headquarters, a s it 

was ideally suited for that purpose. I was asked to lunch with Bernard 

Baruch. He was greatly intere s ted in the Spa, because his father had 

been a physician and had donated that building. The good doctor was a 
great advocate of mineral baths as a cure for many ills, particula rly 

heart disease. Well, I went over all the · records available and could 

not find a single physician in the United States who had ever recom­

mended these springs for that purpose. It seemed that Mr. Baruch had 

laid out some walks, which he called "heart walks." After patients 
had taken the baths, the y were supposed to take exerci s e. Baruch was 
afraid I would establish a trailer camp, and that would disturb these 

walks. I assured him there was plenty of unused land at Saratoga, aQd 

that his walks · would not be disturbed. We had lunch in his apartment, 
and I must say up to that time I thought I was the greatest pill taker in 
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the entire State of New York. Hi s nurse brought him a new kind of pill 
or pills about every ten minute s - he certainly beat me at my own game. 

Well, my political activities finally found me as Conservation 
Commissioner of the State of New York, but more of that late r in a 
separate chapter. 

I attended the Democratic National Conventions in the years, 1936, 

' 40, '44, '48, '52, and '56, and they were pretty e~citing experiences. 

It is enlightening to see such conve ntions in action, to learn what goes 

on behind closed doors in those well-known " s moke-filled room s ." I 
have come to one conclusion. Unless we as a democratic form of gov­

ernment select repre senta tive s who have the bes t inte res ts of the 

country at large, we will never make the progres s we should. As I have 

mentioned before, all of thi s is s till somewhat of an experiment . It 

takes time to grow up politically, and I, for one, am convinced that 

more and more qualified and dedicated men will take a more active 

part in politics- not alone vote for what the y think i s be s t for the 
country, but give of their time and talent s . After all, running a country 

has certain bas ic s imila riti es to running any business . The "profit mo­
tive " may be mis s ing, but wha t the country doe s with the resources it 
owns will s pell the difference betw ee n s uccess and failure. 

I am glad that I have been a ble to be s o active in politic s . While 

I admit it often took time I could ill a fford from my busines s , I have 

ne ver begrudged the e ffort I ha ve mad e to be the kind of citi zen who 

will have helped in our form of government. The larger we grow, the 

greater the problem s confrontin g us, the better men we will need. In 

isolated Colonial days it was comparatively s imple- but in these dy­

namic, fa s t expanding times, men of foresight and wis dom a re needed 

at the helm, whether i.t's be ing a co uncilman in a s mall community or 

president of the se United Sta tes . 

I look forward to the time when the te rm "politician" will be a 

more honorable one- it i s high time ! 
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CHAPTER 9 

Civic Responsibilities 

A man's pnmary object in life is to learn to take care of himself 

and those for whom he is responsible. This m::1y be done in various 

ways, of course, bu t basically that is what constitutes a useful citizen 

in our kind of society. Unless he fits himself into the pattern in which 

which he finds himself, he us uall y has a pretty hard tim e to get along. 

The man who enjoys his work, makes a decent Jiving, and cares for his 

dependents, is a good and useful member of the community, no matter 

what his business, nationality or religion. 

When he has done thi s the ne xt step, as I see it, is to give of his 

time andtalents to work that will make the community a better place 

in which to live and raise his family. Some men find an outlet by doing 

work for their churches. Others work for civic, charitable or fraternal 

organizations. But in the se days of a fluid society it is important that 

eve ry man make some positive contribution of this nature . And it will 

make him a more useful , better rounded and happier citizen. 

I have a lways felt this way. Even in my busiest yea rs, when I was 

directing the growth of my business enterprises, I always felt that I 

s ho ul d do what I could to further the welfare of my community as well 

as my country. I must admit that for a long time private matters pre­

vented my personal participation in such outside activities, except 

through many monetary donations -- but to me these had only been a 

one-s ided co ntribution. 

But the time came at l ast, and when it did I grasped it eagerly. 

Back in the year 1916 our c~untry was scourged by the worst epidemic 

of poliomylitis - (polio) - we had ever experienced in recorded times. 

It was a time of great anxiety. School children we re kept home, all 

places of amusement we re closed, and parehts were warned to keep 

children from all public places. Unfortunately little was known about 

"polio" by th e medical profession, so this epidemic had to wear itself 

aut. But the toll in deaths and crippled lives made a deep and lasting 

impression upon those of us old enough to remember that terrible time. 

Some st udy was made, of course, but it lacked organization and direc­

tion, but it all helped to arouse the public, in a movement that was to 

have fa r-reaching consequences. 
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A number of years later, the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

was stricken by "polio" in the prime years of his maturity . . At first 

there was de s pair. Here was a man who had everything to live for -

wealth - an established re putation - a man of brilliance and charm -

with a tremendous future .before him. 

Then in one devastating stroke he was laid low, and it looked as 

though active life was going to pass him by as he lay helplessly look­

ing on at the passing parade. But this was a man "nothing could defeat, 

and at last he was able to "live" again. And we remember with a great 

deal of pride and wonder that he achieved the Presidency of the United 

States. 

Now, Franklin Roosevelt was a man of action. He knew that feel­

ing sorry for himself would accomplish nothing , and he was convinced 

that polio had to be fought from every possible angle. He knew that 

only by rallying the forces of our land could we ever hope to learn how 

to conquer this man-killer. It may be called infantile-paralysis, because 

it strikes the young to a great degree. But we know that polio i s no 

respecter of older people. What was needed was a national recognition 

of the necessity of gathering the medical talents of our land to fight 

and conquer polio. Medicine was on the march but medicine needed re­

search. All of the established methods had proven.ineffective, especial­

ly as to how to cure it at its source. Without plenty of money, this im­

perative research program would be impossible. 

In order to bring the necessity for this all-importam program before 

the American public, a central organization came into being called the 

National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. After due consideration it 

was decided to stage a campaign for fund s that was unique in our an­

nals. No one was going to be asked for a great sum. This was to be a 

people's campaign. Every single individual could participate. It was to 

be an outpouring of the hearts and pocketbooks of all and every indi­

vidual would be invited to contribute to this MARCH OF DIMES. 

So this was conceived and put into execution. It was a stroke of 

genius. It had a dramatic quality - a personal appeal - that nothing 

had ever approached before. An endless March of Dimes could be seen 

pouring into the coffers of the foundation for research, and for other 

needs. It caught on like a prairie fire. There were countless ways in 

which people could contribute. Children formed clubs in schools, there · 

were recepticles placed everywhere so that you could put your extra 

dimes in as you passed by. It was easy and it was rewarding and it did 

the trick. Of course, many wealthy people gave dollars and not dimes, 
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but that did not mak e the more modest co ntribution s less im po rt ant. 

So in th e year 1944 when I was offe red th e Ne w York State C hair­

manship of the Infantil e Paralysis campaign, I was read y in mind and 

heart for it. Here was something I coulrl re all y s ink my tee th into . By 

this time my personal a ffa ir s were in s uch s ha pe th a t I could accep t 

this great opportunity for se rvice. My famil y was grown, my affairs 

were in prosperous condition. I was at my best mentally and phys ically , 

so I accepted this great honor with prirle and humhl e ness. Wh et her I 

could do the job as it s hould be done re mained to be see n. 

Becoming State Chairman for the March of Dim es, was a bra nd­

new chall e nge for me. Here was to be a different approach. I wo uld not 

devote my energies to making mon ey for myself. The " profit moti ve " 

was one of gat hering th c largest numbe r of climes possible in order to 

share th em with tho se who we re making a relentl ess fi g ht against polio. 

The amount of publicity th e newspapers a nd radio s ta tion s don a ted was 

enormous. And there were many other media that were used to further 

th e cause. Without them we wo uld have accomplished very littl e, I am 

willing to admit. So ira the year 1944 I became th e Sta te C hairm an. I 

had no idea how long thi s might continue. I doubt th a t I thought it 

would be ele ve n years before I would relinquish this post -but it was. 

At the very outset I wish to acknowledge the spl e ndid cooperation 

I received fr om Jack' s wife Bett y who helped me tre me nd ous ly on the 

local leve l, a nd helped orga ni ze the Monroe Co unt y L ocal Chapte r th at 

did a yoeman's job. Wom e n have a l ways bee n keenl y awa re of the need 

for bette ring social con cli tion , and it i s fine that thi s is so , oth erwi se 

we would neve r have made th e social prog ress we have up to thi s time. 

At fir s t it was naturall y a matt e r of e ducating the public to the ur­

gent need of contributing. It wa Ef to be a job of s upe r- salesm a ns hi p. It 

was a matte r of a dramatic appeal, and this the March of Dimes s ur ely 

had, both on the local as well as national level. Here was something 

everyone could understa nd, because th ey could take part - no hidde n 

gimmicks - no small print - an outspoken appeal for something vital 

to us all, rich or poor, yo ung or old. It was, howeve r, quite an un de r­

taking to make the public realize how costly research work of this na­

ture would be. Research i s something the average man can't see , fee l 

or touch. It has a way of sounding rathe r vague and impractical. But as 

people became more educated to the basic need for research to conquer 

polio, the easier it became to gain their active cooperation. 

It is very doubtful whether that in all of human history such a task 

had been tackled. But Americans are ge nerously inclined, and the res-
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pon s e that ve ry fir s t ye a r of my State Ch airmanship was gratifying in­
deed. In th a t yea r th e total na tional coll ection was almo s t el eve n mil­

lion dollars. Mo nro e County' s guota was almost $5 0,000.00 and was 

full y sub s cribe d. "Wis hin g Well s " has been pl ac ed around the County 

a nd 4500 " Coin Bank s " we re d is tribut e d throug ho ut th e Rocheste r 

area, assis ted cons id e ra bl y by th e s ta ff at th e br e we ry. Thi s same 

method was used in other part s of the s tat e and country, with great suc­

ces s . All ma nn er of civi c organi zation s contributed th e ir tim e a nd man 

powe r to make all thi s possible. It was a hig h tribut e to the democr atic 

American way of life - to s olve local and nation al problem s on the 

pers onal level, an d throug h pe rs on al particip ation. In th e early years 

Georg e B. Ke ll y gave ab le a nd ext e ns iv e help. 

It naturall y took th a t first year to ge t things really going. I found 

that being th e head o f thi s organi za tion was muc h like he ading a bu s i­

ness e nt e rpri s e . You neede d key me n and wom en, you nee ded helpe rs, 

you nee de d to ge t th e m to wo rk toge th e r. You neede d to e nc ourage th e m 

in thinking up ne w ideas t ha t we re work ab l e . You nee ded to s park th e ir 

e nt hu s i asm, hel p th em wit h th e ir prob l ems, and ma ke them fee l that 

they we re doin g someth i ng impo rt an t and vit al. Eve ry year a t Holi da y 

t i me I se nt Ge nesee Vall ey T urk eys to t he local c hai rm e n as a toke n 

of a ppreciati on for the ir good work and to ge t them to ex te nd th eir ef­

fo rt s in futur e campa ig ns . 

I fo und th at my yea rs of bus iness tr ai ning came in mi ght y ha ndy. 

We had a prod uc t to se ll a nd it was our job to se ll it. We had a mes­

sage -- we had a story - we had a preciou s prod uct - a nd we we nt 

abo ut it wi t h pl e nt y of ge t up a nd go. Perh aps we made unn ecessary 

motions , but we kept moving and t ha t' s the import an t thing . Of co ur se 

th e re we re s om e d isappo intm e nt s, and peopl e didn't al ways work out 

a s we had ho ped. B ut in th e ove ra ll pic ture it was a glori o us and s tim­

ul a tin g thing to obse rv e a nd be a part of. I c an now look back to it a ll 

with a c o ns id e ra bl e a mount of sa ti s faction, and I hope, with s om e pride . 

Mr. B as il O'Connor was th e Pre s id e nt of the Nation al F oundation 

for Infantil e P aral ys i s , a nd I fo und him a grea t ma n to work with. He 

was unde rstanding, wise, patient , with a sens e of humor tha t ma de 

working with him a genuin e pl eas ure . You nev e r fe lt that yo u we re work­

ing unde r him bec a use he made eve ry individua l fee l that he was im­

portant, no matt e r what hi s t as k. He came to Roch es te r a nd sp oke upon 

a numbe r of occas ions , and I kno w he he lped our local dri ve s by his 

rne·re pre s ence . 
One of my important tasks was to visit the ho s pitals where polio 
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victims were being cared for. Whenever I left one of tho se patients, 

returned doubly determined to do everything in my power to bring about 

the eventual e nd of"this sco urge . I was convinced that research wo uld 

do the trick . . Naturally the care of the patients already afflicted was of 

primary and immedia te import a nce. But beyond that researc h mus t go on 

endlessly until victory had been achieved. Swimming pool s in which 

polio victims could be emersed for therapeutic purposes we re being 

used with quite a bit of success. The Warm Springs Polio Cente r was 

attracting world-wide attention a nd study. Of course by · this time the 

iron lung had been give n gre at publicity, a nd more ho spitals were be ing 

equipped with them, but they cost a lot of money . Now the public was 

really aware to the facts of life abo ut polio. 

As New York i s our ri chest and most populous state, it was only 

natural that the other states would look to us to see what we would 

do. This put us on our mettle. By the year 1946 our plans were well 

organi zed. I had consultations with the top men in th ei r fields, and we 

had had a number of confe rences a nd across-the-tabl e di sc us s io ns . 

Such men as Dr. Walker Wear, Warren D. Coss, George Laporte a nd 

others were in s trumental in making thi s campaign an ovP.rwhe lming suc­

cess. 

The 1946 Campaig n was planned for Januar y 14-31 as had been 

the custom. It has always been my contention that a campaig n should 

run the l engt h of it s a nnounced tim e, and no more. If yo u keep dragging 

it over th e allotted time, it lose s its power a nd appeal. P eopl e begin 

to get that "What' s the use " att itude .. . it begins to smack of failure. 

A well-organized campai gn, sta rt ed at the right time and plann ed we ll 

ahead a nd e nd ed on th e right day, is much mor~ eff ect i ve, both from a 

practical as well as psychological s t andpoint. The amount of money 

ra: sed in the 1946 drive exceeded that of a ny previous year, whic h was 

a source of gratification to us all. Of course when a polio epidem ic 

started in any part of the country it had a tende ncy to stimulate con­

tribution s. People reali zed that they might be the next ones to get hit, 

and when it comes that close to home, they fe e l it acutely. Monroe 

County was well organized to hand le any emergency th at might have 

an se n. 

I accepted the State Chairmanship for the fourth year for the 1947 

drive, and the seven counties in the Monroe area contributed over 

$125,000.00 for that year - we thought it a notable ach ievement, the 

greatest in the 12 years of its history. Residents of the e ntire State of 

New York surpassed the almost .$900, 000.00 that was the state's share. 
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Meanwhile a number of our great unive rs iti es kept rig ht on with th e ir 

research work, a nd it began ro look as though genuine prog ress was be­

ing mad e . No one will eve r kno w of th e endless hours of ded icated 

l abor that went into thi s pro jec t -- it revived your faith i n t he fund a­

mental goodness of ma nki nd . 

The dime banks co ntinu ed to be a hu ge s ucc ess, and peopl e looked 

for them to g ive wha t th ey co ul d. Many got into t he hab it of droppi ng 

their spare dim es frequ e ntly , a nci thi s help ed swell th e total. One year 

One year a Wi s hing We l I was se t up at the inte rsect ion o f Main Street 

and Clinto n Aven ue in Roc hes ter by Fred Odenbac h. Nickels, dimes , 

qu a rters and wadded bill s of s izeable de nom in at ions we re tossed into 

thi s we ll , a nd we didn 't sp urn the lowl y pen ni es some littl e boys and 

gi rl s threw in. I am s ure ma ny a con tri but or prayed that polio wo uld 

not hit hi s family, as he dropped hi s con tri bution i nto th at we ll , a nd 

le t us hope th a t th e ir prayers we re a nswe red. 

By the ti me I accepted t he Chairman s hip in 1949 we had learned a 

great deal. We no w had a co rps o f seasoned ve terans, capabl e, e nthu­

s iast ic and ded icated who gave an endless numb er of wo rk ho urs with­

out a cent of pay. T he fund s we coll ected again paid the cos t of med i­

cal care and treat ment of polio vict ims a nd con tin ued to s upport the 

many researc h ce nt ers that had sprung up all ove r th e country. While 

th e March of Dimes was origi nall y int ended to fur the r s mall cont ri bu­

tion s, it soo n became the habit for people to g ive l arger amounts so 

that hel ped swell th e total s cons ide rabl y over the years . 

I accepted the State Chair ma ns hip for the eig hth yea r in 19'50 -

which est ab l ished s ome sort of record. By thi s time I had reached the 

s t age whe re I felt I w·as doing a fairly e ffective job, and now th e coun­

tr y at l a rge was we ll ed ucated in thi s cause and s howed it by large r 

contributions . Preventive measures ·to .c hec k a nd th e n conqu e r polio 

we re in th e mak ing and thi s s timul a ted us to extra efforts . 

I am happy to say that the Genesee Brewery wa s o ne of th e fore­

most contribut"ors and it was gratifyi ng to see how th e men and wome n 

respo nded to thi s a ppeal. I like to fee l t hat th is was not because 1 was 

associated wit h Genesee. It was a s pont a neo us outpouring of peopl e who 

un de rstood th e n eed for thi s money a nd we re gl ad to do t he ir s ha re . 

Betty continued to do sple nc.lid work, a nd s he has ofte n told me 

what a wonderful feeling it has been to g i ve to thi s great cause. She 

is a fin e organizer, a nd with her charm and popularity found it easy to 

e nlist the help of many ot her capab le women. Betty is a mother o f three, 

so polio mea nt somet hi ng quite personal to her.. She was ab l e to put 

102-



into practice the thing s many other women would have been glad to do, 

had they been in the same position . In the previous campaign he r staff 

had gathered the fabulou s su m of $206,500: 00 and if yo u don't think 

that is an accomplis hment , try it someday. 

A number of events were planned for that year, a mong the m being 

the annual Press-Radio Sports Dinner, the third annual March of Dimes 

Ball and Beauty Contest, a boxing exhibition by the famed Hig h Chair 

Kids for the Moose Club. The Jaycees di s tributed " Coi n Banks" tore­

tail and industrial e stab li s hm ent s -- all climaxed by the Mot her's 

March of Dim es , when women from all parts of the are a went from door­

to-door to solic it funds. Nothing wa s l e ft to chance - the result s more 

th an justified all the time and effort put into it. It was my pleasure to 

receive the Award of Merit from the National Foundation at this time , 

and I consider it one of the greate st honors ever bestowed up on me . 

Upon the dedication of "Wing W" at Strong Memorial Hospital in 

Rochester it was my privilege to address the assembled men and wo­

men. Permit me to quot e: 

"Ladies and Gentlemen. 

"It is one of the happ iest clays of my life - to see the dedication 

of this Wing W at Strong Memorial Ho spita l and mos t particularly Room 

W-211 which is to be used as a Virus Research Laboratory which will 

aid considerab ly in the ultimate conquest of infantile paral ysis. The 

problem of "Polio" (as you perhaps kno w) is one in which I hav e bee n 

interested for a long time. Back in 1943 I was asked to se rve as New 

York State Chairman of the March of Dimes Campaign, annually spo n­

sored by the National Foundation for Infantil e Paralysis . For eleven 

consecutive years I held this post and I am proud of the wonderful team 

of volunteer workers throug hout the state who mad e possible the reco rcl­

oreaking collection of $2,491,528.70 in 1953, a fi g ure that compares 

with $265,922.60 collected in 1943 the year I became chairman . 

"I like to think that the efforts of my co-workers during the past 

· decade have contributed to so me e xt e nt t o the progre ss mad e in fi gh t­

ing the plague of polio. 

"Five years ago I received one. of the mo s t un ex pe cted and most 

welcome birthday gift s I e ve r received. In that year , 1949, I celebrated 

.my 60th birthday on thi s ea rth a nd completely wi thout my knowl edge 

some of my associates in the br ewing business decided to mark the 

milestone in some unusual way. 

"Th ey did. 

"At our annual conve ntion Jn Buffalo, the s pokesman for our dis-
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tributing organization, AI Coughlin, presented me with a check for 

twe lve thousa nd fiv e hundre d doll a rs to he use d to set up and e quip a 

polio laboratory. 

"This sum was put at the disposal of the Roche s ter llo spital 

Fund, Incorporated, and today that birthday gi ft has take n t ang ibl e form 

in the es tablishment of Room W- 2 11, which is to be used as a Virus 

Research Laboratory. My fa mily, my assoc iates, and myself are proud 

to have been able to contribute in some small me~sureto this g rea t 

work - and I sincerely ho pe that the tim e has come when thi s Polio 

Problem will be so lv ed and the labora tory can be used for other pur­

poses. 

"God grant that this day is not far away . " 

Close quote. 

And I am grateful to say that th a t day was not far away. It was not 

so very long after that Dr. Jonas Salk perfected a vaccine that has me t 

with great success wherever it ha s been used . And now we have a vac­

cine that can be taken orally and is bringing polio rapidly und e r control 

more easily than by injection. It s hould not be long before polio will 

become one of tho se ra re diseases we will hear litde about. 13ut let us 

never forget that it i s only because of what has gone on before that 

this has been mad e possibl e . We a re liabl e to forge t th a t, but tho se of 

of us who have been in th e thick of things will always rec all th e years 

of self-sacrificing labor it took to brin g this bless ing to mankind. Ma y 

the other great "kill e rs " mee t the same fate. So my chapter about thi s 

phase of my civic activities is coming to a n end . I am grateful for what 

it has done for others, and it did much for me. l sleep be tter because of 

what has been accomplishe d, and ge nerations to come will be nefit fro m 

.all this, and I th a nk God for it. 

In 1954 I decidecl'to res ig n from the State Chairmanship. Now, of 

course, the emphasis is not be ing laid quit e so heavily on polio, al­

though that will long re main a problem. It is bec a use of th e lon g-las t­

ing after-effects of this disease in so many cases that ho s pitals and 

other treatm e nt s will have to continue. In spi te of the vaccines now be­

ing used , po lio is s till Jnakin g it s appearance, and s o lon g as there is 

polio, so long will th e re be need to kee p it under control. Takin g care 

of the victims is an expens ive matter, and many cases re quire years 

before they show any marked improvement. 

In addition to my polio activities, my s ons and I inaugurated the 

Louis A. Wehle Foundation , the proceeds from which are used for any 

worthwhile charity, regardless of race, color or creed. Anyone interested 

- 104-



emotionally disturbed to re main In their familie s or to attend 

sc iHwl, :t11d yet whose co11dirion see ms to hold out prorni sc t>f 

responding to psychiatric re habilitation and a return to a nor­

mal mod e of life. " 

The center s tarted operations in 1958 us ing a few unu sed room s 

In the llospit a l , but soon outgrew these , and I was proud to participate 

In this worthy work by buying for them a 15 acre tract on Scottsville 

Road , where they now have beautiful buildings for treatment, educa­

tion and administration, and two res id e ntial cottage s for th e children. 

Th ese faciliti es are believed to be unexcelled elsewhere in th e United 

States for th e rehabilitation of disturbed boys and g irl s. 

Many of the· activities in which I have e ngaged my self, a nd which 

I like to include und e r th e general headin g of "Civic Respon s ibilities", 

have had to do with th e great outdoors in one manner or another -­

po ssibly because of my interest in hunting, fishin g, and conservation 

matters. Howeve r so me of these activities have bee n directed in other 

channels. 

For In sta nce : Six month s before th e sta rt of World War II I was 

asked to become a membe r of th e Advisory Uoard of the l<.och es tc r Ord­

nance Di stric t of which Erwin R. Daven port was C hi e f. I accepted a nd 

my appointment was made by th e Washington Office of th e C hief of 

Ordnance on June 3, 194 1. 

On March 21, 1939 th e then Governor of New York St a te, l-I on. 

Herb e rt H. Lehman appointed me as a member of the Genesee Stat e 

Park Commission , a n honor which I hav e a! ways hi gh! y pri ze d and I 

lik e to think that during my tenure of office on th e Commission I was 

able to a ff ec t the work to the benefit of t he public at large . 

I ha ve also served as Co mmission er of the New York St a t e Water 

Power Commission and as Chairman of the Whiteface ~fountain Author­

ity -- positions which took up a lot of tim e but we re very fruitful in 

improving conditions a nd making o ur faci liti es more valu ab l e to th e 

people of the State of New York. 

Whe n a Citize n' s Co rnrnitt ee was organi zed to ass i s t in the wo rk 

of the P o lic e I3enevolent Association 1 was proud to be one of the first 

to se rve on i-t; and lat e r whe n a s imil ar group was form ed to ai d the 

Firemen's Benevolent Association I again offered my se rvices. Simi­

larly I h ave se rved as a Director o f The Roc hest e r Club , and in va r­

iou s post s connected with the annual Communit y C hest appeals. 

It i s natural th a t my inte rest in huntin g a nd th e great outdoors in­

cludes the love of dogs and other anim a ls. It i s not s urprisin g th e n that 
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one of my interests has been the Hum ane Society of Roches t e r which I 

served as a Direc tor for so me years . 

Undoubt ed l y th e most acti ve a nd e nthu s ias ti c organization of it s 

kind in Western New York is the Ge nesee Co nse rv a ti o n Leag ue whi c h 

has honored me on many occas ions with c it a t ion s and pl aque s for con­

tributions I have ma de to their work a nd these have been mat e ria l as 

well as fin anci a l contributions. l served them as a Director, and have 

always maintained an int ense inte rest in their work .. 

Of course yo u can't enjoy the great outdoors without having th e 

fac ilitie s for gett ing ther e a nd many years ago I developed a g reat in­

teres t in th e Aut omobil e Associat ion whose loc al br anc h is kn ow n as 

th e Automobil e Clu b of Ro c hester. l have bee n a member o f th e Board 

of Direc tors of this group si nce 1938 a nd se rved t hern as Pres id e nt in 

1945 . Today th ey have a IIH ' IIlhcrs hip of ;j!J,OOO a nd this hra nch o f th e 

AAA is one of the larges t a nd mo s t fina ncially so und in th e Unit e d 

St ates . 

In 1939 a g roup of men in Roc hester ha nded toget her in an o rgani ­

za tion which beca me h: now n as "The Roch es teri a ns " who se prime pur­

pos e was to g i ve rec og niti o n to th e man y peop le in t he Ci t y who arc 

se l do m in the lim e li g ht. T hese a rc largely t he peo p le w ho rne e r and 

gree t visito rs to Roch ester s uc h as the bel lh ops in hotel s, port ers at 

ra ilroad a nd a ir pl a ne stations, th e wa it ers in res taurant s , t he tr a ffic 

po licemen a t bus y int ersec tion s , news pape r repo rte rs, radio and t e le­

visio n personn el and many o th ers w ho se rve th e ge ne ra l publi c in o ne 

way or a not he r. O ur plan was to have one hig cl amba ke eac h yea r for 

as rnany of th ese peo ple as we coul d ge t togethe r, and for that one day 

we took it upo n ou rse lves to se rve th ese fin e gentl e me n ju s t a s t hey 

se rve us the balance of 7he year. The ve nture ha s become a n in s titutio n 

in Roc heste r and every ye ar we gather to ge th e r a nd become bett e r ac­

quainted whil e s howing our app re c i a ti on and tribut e. Alm ost eve ry yea r 

it has been my pleasan t pri vilege to ge t be hind th e beer s tand at th e 

am usement park and draw bee r fo r o ur g ue s t s a ided by some of o ur fe l­

lo w Roch es terians such as Carl ll a ll a ue r, Fred T ob in , a nd o th e rs of o ur 

g ro ur. A rea ll y s u per cLunh akc i s put on, with a ll th e tr immi ngs, fol­

lowed hy excellent enterta in men t and a serie s of prizes for mo st of o ur 

g uests - - includi ng " ,\lr. l{ochcster" who is se lec ted b y vole a nd 

reigns for the follo win g year. It i s al l for fre e and ou r g uests have a l­

ways had a wonderful tim e. 

\ lu c h of the detail s of t he l{ocheste rians C l ambake have a lways 

been handl ed by th e Rochester Co n ve ntio n and Publicity B ur ea u --
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another organization which ha s bee n doing a wo nd e rful c ivi c wor~ fo r 

years in bringing c t,nvc ntion s to town as well as other J nr gc gat he rings 

of peopl e -- s o that Eoc hestc r. ha s bec ome ~now n far and wide as a 

pleas ant c it y, a good pl ace to vi s it and Jive, and a mo\lc rn up-to -date 

metropoli s with pro s pe ro us bu s in ess e nt e rpri ses a nd a fin e g roup of 

nic e people. For many year s I have se rve d o n th e Board of Direc tor s 

of thi s organization which is 1J eadq ua rt e red in th e Littl e Whit e !lo use 

on Washington Square in Eochest e r a nd is s uppo rt ed b y the hot e ls o f 

the city and the bu s iness organi za tion s who a re quart e red th e re : 

I foun d th at s ometim es it was possibl e t o comb in e a littl e fun 1\'ith 

charity. During the Prohibition · years a notori o us prohi biti oni s t in Ro­

chester organized a "Com mitt ee of 25" to see that th e 18 th a mendment 

was e nforced. With so me of my c lose fri e nds we organi ze d a " Com mit­

tee of 25 " to work for th e re pe al of th e Pro hibi tio n Li w. The " Co m­

mittee" is s till alive and meets o nce a ye ar. It i s prob a bl y the mo s t 

unu s ual organization in ex i s tence . The mee tings a re unrul y, noi sy, but 

a l ways good for a laugh. The initi a tion s a re any thin g hut se riou s . Th e 

d inn e r which goes wi th the meeting i s always exce ll e nt a nd de liberat e l y 

on th e expensive s ide . The saving feature of th e e ntire performance is 

that all of th e mone y l e ft ove r after the expenses are pa id ar e donat ed 

to lola Sanat orium to buy neede d equipm e nt for the comfort of th e in­

mate s. So for man y years we have had a night of fun whil e doin g a ve ry 

charitable work. 

In connection with our own Ind us tr y I he lped to organize t he Ro­

chester Brewers Exchange , s hortl y after Repeal in 1933 . when it was 

necessary to lay plans for the be tt e rment of th e Indus tr y a s far as our 

our western New York . St ate area was concerned. At th a t tim e we had 

fiv e breweries doing bus iness in the city and we ba nde d to get her for 

for our mutual se curity and to avoid some of the impositions that were 

level ed a t us, and try to increase th e prestig e of the brew ing bu s in ess 

in the minds of the general public and to wipe out so me of th e s ti g ma 

left by the 17 years of Prohibiti.on. I se rved as President of th e Ro­

chester Brewers Exchange. 

L ater on the New York State Brewers As socia tion, of which I had 

been a member s ince its inception, honored me by electing me Preside nt. 

I beli eve th a t any ge nuine and worthwhile cause in any community 

should receive th e s upport of its citizens. How much is a personal mat­

ter. But I would like to say this: Most people do not give enough, and 

that's the honest truth. When one think s of all the money wasted every 

day, the money carelessly spent on frivolous objects, the amount 
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In this cause ha s always bee n e ncour aged to parttcipat e, as It 1s for 

the good of a ll -- not ju s t th e pri vil cge cl few. We are h ap p y as a (lJnil y 

to contribute each yea r, and it is our hop e that the good it will do will 

make a be tter place of our beloved city of l~ochc ster. 

Of course, I a m always glad to sec that the Red Cross i s helped 

in its tremendou s ca use for hu1nanity , being on the jo b when disaster 

strikes anywhere . The l~ ed Cross is no t always appreciat e d as it s hould 

be. l3ut let me tell yo u, if there sho uld he a d isas t e r in yo ur area, you 

would soo n find out what the 1\ cd Cross s tand s for , and 1 am willing to 

wager that yo ur attitude toward thi s wo nde rful mga ni zation wo uld 

change in a hurry. 

Early in 194 9 a g roup o f 1\ochest e rians organized for tl1e purpose 

of es tablishing a '' sc hoo l" for th e care and e cluc a tion (as fa r as pos­

sible) of mentally retarded c hildre n -- those with a n· I.Q. und e r SO. 

They asked for my s u pport and I became ve ry much int e res ted in the 

work, which result e d in th e formation of Th e Da y Care Center for llan­

dicapped Children, In c., and I served as a member o f it s first Board o f 

Directors. At the time I wa s ve ry mu c h involved in my work for Poli o 

and it was not possible to d evo te much personal tim e to this work. 

There fore I aske d Jam es P. Duffy who was adverti s ing mannge r of the 

Brewery, to rep re se nt me on the Board and keep me informed of the 

progress and pro blems of the new org a ni za tion, which he did. Jim was 

lat e r elected to th e Bomd and for many years served as Chairman. 

Day Care Center started with e ig ht youngsters, in a room donat ed 

by Th e Eag les C lu b on Washington Street. Lat e r they became a Com­

munity Chest agency ancl ex panded to quarter s in the ha semc nt o f P. S. 

17 on Orange Street, and in 1958 with one hundred c hildren on th ei r 

roster , they bought th e property at 1530 Eas t Avenue which for n1 e rl y 

housed the Carmelite Convene. During all thi s time I maintained an ac­

ti ve interest in the work, making s uggestion s whenever possible and 

making monetary contri b ution s for the comfort and welfa re o f th e yo un g­

sters. 

My interest in the welfare of children has always bee n par a mount 

In my mind, so it is not s urpri s in g that I hcc am e interes ted in rhc work 

of the Convalescent Hospital for Children. In 19'>7 the direc tor s of th e 

hospital established Th e Rochester Reside ntial Tre a tment Ce nt e r as a 

special project. Its purpose is best described by a paragraph from one 

of their brochures: 

"The Ce nter IS essentiall y a very special environment to 

provide care, therapy, and education for children who are too 
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most people give to worthy causes is pretty small.Of course there are 

some high-minded and generous citizens, but think of the small amounts 
many give to their church, for example, and you will see what I mean. 

So, whether I take an active part in any campaign for community 

betterment or not, I shall always retain my active interest, and I hope 

I shall be able to do my share toward the lessening of hum an suffer­

Ing. I also believe the most e ffective charity is that which helps oth­

ers to help themselves. Doling out money, except in an emergency that 
brooks no delay, is . often a way of making people accept do.nations, and 

they soon learn to depend on th em. This sort of charit y defeats its own 

ends, because true charity helps enlig hten and raise the dignity of the 

individual, not debase it. 
No other country in all of history has ever given so much to so many 

causes as America. Perhaps we have been over-generous at times. Per­

haps we have not always given wisely. But! can .thinkof no other coun­

try that has stretched out the helping hand as often as we, and it is to 

our national credit , and honor. Let us learn to giv e wisely, and by the 

giving s trengthen and not weaken tho se to whom we give. If we can com­

bine true charity with common se nse and a realistic attitude, we may rest 

assured that our generosity will be repaid manyfold . 

Nor is it s imply the giving of money that I mean. It is in the giving 

of our time, to actually do things with our hands and hearts to help man­
kind that is so ba.dly needed. Money, of course, but money alone will 
accomplish little unless it is combined with the giving of oneself. And 

it is gratifying to learn that those to whom you give are not the only ones 
who benefit-- it is the donors who reap rich rewards upon which one can 

place no dollar mark! 
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CHAPTER 10 

Farming and Horses 

E ver swce can remembe r, I have liked horses and dogs. These 

two animals have he ld a special pl ace in civi lization for centuri es. 

There have be en and a re ot her pets, of course, but somehow the hor se 

and dog have bee n man's companions for untold ce nturies. Think o f th e . 

West without the hor se, and you will see wh at I mean. T he companion­

s hip bet we.e n a man and hi s dog is uniqu e. 

The very first remembran ce I have of horses we re t hose ow ned by 

my grandfather Wehle . I loved to visit th em, help groom th em, and l ate r 

drive them. I lo ved th e big brewe ry ho rses, their dig nity as th ey roll ed 

along dra wing tho-se good old-fas hio ned bee r wagons. There were many 

handsome te a ms in tho se days, and brewe ries vied with eac h othe r to 

possess the fin est in th ei r t e rritory. Then there were th e s l eek race 

horses, a world apart from the others, but s till ho rses, and I have loved 

to see them race over th e years - hope to see a few more De rby races 

in my time . 

I was not permitted to own many dogs in my yo uth, but I s ure made 

up for it later on in my li fe. And th e n there we re the faithful fa rm horses 

that we re so import a nt a factor in any farmer's life at th e turn of the 

century. My moth er's sis te r marri e d a fa rm er whose farm was located at 

Fort Hill near Leray in o ur sta te . It was a big fa rm with a fine s tream, 

called · Red C reek , running throug h ic. Th e farm house wa s located on 

the lower fa rm near the creek, whil e the upper farm, about three hun­

dred feet highe r, was reached by a winding road, whe re most of the 

crops were grow n. I wish I could put int o words what fun we boys had 

on that farm. If yo u have not experie nced all this , then it i s real ly hard 

to describe satisfacto ril y. In the fir s t place, yo u imm ediately ga ined a 

se nse of freedom from those restriction s that have alw ays bee n hard 

for active boys to pu t up with. The wide ope n spaces, th e noises and 

s mell s and the thin gs to see and touch a nd exa mine . T he littl e cal ves , 

the wonderful littl e colt s, the new bat ch of puppies, the baby c hicks 

as they skitte red around the i r moth ers. The s mell of t he hay mows in 

the big barn whe re we s lid down hill s and buried into tunn el s a nd hel d 

secret meetin gs . Every step brought new experiences. To li e dow n i n a 

meadow, chew sweet grass as yo u gazed at the fl ee ting clouds floating 
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by, to hear t he so ng of a bird, t he fa r-aw a y notse o f a dog barki ng ex­

c it edl y as he ch ased a ra bbit. Th e c hat te r of bu sy s quirre l s, to see 

something mysteriou s scooti ng th ro ugh the gra ss, to ste p into a s ha­

dowy wood a nd fe el an e ntire l y new ·wo rl o unfo lding be fo re you. To 

fee l th e cool wate r as yo u dove in th e c reek and spl ashe d eac h oth e r. 

Wh at wo rd s c an co nvey s uc h expe ri e nces? I am a fr a id I am not ade pt 

e nough with t he m to do th at. B ut anyo ne who has experi ence d all thi s 

will unde rstand ancl a ppre ci ate wha t I am t rying to say . 

Of co urse, my fa th e r a nd mot he r and we boys vi si ted thi s fa rm dur­

ing our vacatio ns in s umm er, and we had glo riou s times th e re. B ut we 

boys, eve n t he yo un ge r o nes, we re s up pose cl to do o ur s ha re o f th e wo rk . 

Ever ybody abl e to get a ro un d wo rke d o n a fa rm in those days . Pe rh aps 

we d idn't always li ke th at a ny too mu c h, but it was expect ed o f us. At 

l ease we we re away fro m school , so we too k o ur d uties in s tri de. We 

helped t e nd th e cows a ncl d id ma ny cho res, but we made i t all up by 

having treme ndo us appe tites, a nd I don't think my uncl e or a unt ma de 

a lo t o f money fro m o ur l abo rs - I am s ure t hey cl id n't beg rudge us a 

th i ng. 

So thi s i s whe re I go t my fir st love o f th e co untr y , a nd eve n ea rl y 

in life I was de te rmined s om e fin e d ay o r othe r I wo ul d own a fa rm of 

my o wn. We boys al so helped with the ha ying, we fed all sort s o f ani­

mal s a nd grew to lo ve th e m. We we nt fi s hin g and as many t i mes swim­

ming in t he c reek as the weath er and o ur time pe rmitt ed. I kn ew t he 

na mes o f most o f th e ho rses, a nd so me o f the cows. There we re Bi g 

Pr in ce a nd Bl ac ki e, a pa ir o f fin e ge ld ings. Th e re was Ma ud, th e brood 

mare a nd her li vely co lts Do lli e a nd Go l die . Th e names Blu e Bell and 

Do t co me back t o min d , a nd I reme mbe r t hey we re the names o f cows. 

We l earn ed to respect and care for a nima l s . We also l ea rned t ha t th e re 

was pl e nt y o f wo rk conn ectecl wit h t he rai s in g of food. 

And how we e nj oyed my a unt' s c hicke n fri casee a nd a ppl e pies. I 

a m s ure no one ever made t he m a nyw here near so good as s he di d, fo r 

s he kn ew how to cook a nd bake to a ny quee n' s t as t e . It was expected 

of fa rm wi ves, a nd whe ne ver they had company th ey wo ul d pile th e 

t abl e with mo re food th an a n army co ul d eat, yet, so me how it us uall y 

di sappeared fas t e no ug h. Pe rh a ps o ur hearty ap petit es he l pe d a good 

deal , but her meal s we re wo nde rfu l. Yo u may be s ure that whe n we re ­

turned hom e in th e Fal l we we re brown, had grow n a lo t , a nd put on 

we i ght. I urge a ny boys a nd g irl s who can ma nage 1t to go out o n a fa rm 

if th ey want t o see wh at real fun i s. 

L e t me t ell yo u th at fa rming in those da ys was a ve ry lab ori ous 
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process . Hay was pitched by ha nd on the hay wagons, after it was cured 

in the field , and then pit c hed into the hay mows . 1 can st ill sec r ho se 

farm hands handling tho se fork s ho ur after ho ur. I don't kno\v what rhcy 

go t for wages, but I doubt that it was more than $2'5 a month, with heel 

and board, of course. They were a c heerful l ot , full of fun and jok es , 

and we boys had fine times with th em . Most o f them were good nat ured 

and liked their work, and they raised large famili es o n the littl e money 

they made - sounds lik e a mira cle. 

I rememQ~ r one incide nt ve ry we ll. I was riding o n top of a lo ad of 

hay coming down the steepest hill , when a britchen broke and the 

horses broke loose. The wagon rolled from one side to another, and 

was I the scared yo ung ste r. Finally it hit a b~g tree wi th a big bang 

and stopped. I climbed down unhur t bur well shake n up. Living o n farms 

has always been a hazardous occup;; .,Jn , eve n more so than in the big 

cities, although a good many people don't know that. A farmer in those 

days had to know a lot a bout a lot of things -- had to be an expert 

do-it-yourselfer, I can tel l you . He had to s hoe horses , fix mac hin e ry , 

build ha y rack s, repair harn e ss of a ll kinds, mend fe nces, fix mowers, 

kill and dress hogs and cat d e, te nd c hi cke ns, make sa usage, kraut a nd 

cider, repair buildings. He had w be mi d wi fe to newly arriv ed animals 

of all kinds , to mention only a few things. And you mu st rem ember a ll 

milking was clone by hand. Some cows we re easy to milk, othe.rs hard, 

and we boys a! ways tried to get the easy ones. If a cow became excited 

or up se t she wo uld hold he r milk, and that always worried the farmer. 

When the corn was rip e it was picked by ha nd . There was a lot of gar­

dening to be done, but that was us uall y l eft ro th e wo me n, but there 

were potatoes to be dug , berri es to be picked in the woods, and wood 

to cut and bring close to th e kitchen. There were no tractors as we 

know them tod ay a nd no co mbine s that are found everywhere now. The re 

were no sprayers for weeds, no three bottom plows, but a sing le con­

traption that was pulled by two or three hor ses. The milk was sepa rated 

by a hand-operated cream sepa rator , and it took bull st re ngth to turn 

that handle, as I knew from my own experience. The cream was se nt to 

the city and th e s kim milk fed t othe hogs. J tell yo u little was wasted, 

and th at was a valuable l esson for ca re less hoy s . Manure was pit c hed 

by hand outside, then in the Spring it was hand pitched on a wagon and 

spread on the land. All this by hand mind you. No wonder fa rm e rs had 

little time for anything e l se . They s ure made their living th e hard way, 

but in spite of that I yearned t.o own a farm of my own some fine day. 

But today' s farmer also has to be quite an expert. There i s less hand 
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work, to be s ure , hu t with th e tre mendo us increase in the use of expen­
s ive ma c hin e ry, he has to he a n expert mec hani c, beca use if he wa s tes 

time wa it in g for a re pair man to co me from a town , he may lose mon ey , 

o r th e weathe r ma y turn . Today {t is a l s o a matt e r of unde rs tanding 

soi l s, how to plow for hcst r-cs tdt .<>, ho w to keep th e l a nd from e rodin g, 

and the ri g ht fert ili ze rs fo r variou s cro ps . 

When my brother s a nd I we nt in to th e hou se- to - ho use bak e ry busi­

ness in Roche s ter, we owned over se venty horses within a few years. 

We decided th a t in orde r to keep th e m in trim it wo uld be more eco nomi~ 

cal if we owned a farm wh e re we could tr ain and co ndition the m to the 

wago ns. We boug ht most of th ese a nima l s green fr o m the West. Th ey 

we re s turd y and willing , but th ey did not have mu c h handlin g expe r­

ience. As o urs was a s top-and -go kind of de live ry bu s iness, th e horses 

h ad to be train e d to know where and whe n to stop. A s a matt er of fact 

so me of th e m became so cleve r tha t th ey a utoma tic ally knew a ll abo ut 

their rout e , a nd th e driver- delivery man coul d forge t a bo ut that and 

concentrat e o n hi s custom ers. 

Thi s far m of ours was a l so a goo d place for run -dow n horses. T he 

fa rm we boug ht was known a s Doublin g Hill Farm a nd was located on 

Scott s vill e Ro ad. It derived it s na me from the c us tom of the farm e rs 

doubling up th ei r team s to draw the heavy load s ove r the hill. I can 

s till see tho se horses st ra ining up th e road, puttin g their we ig ht a­

gain st the harn ess, the c rack of the whips as the drive rs urged th e m to 

re newed efforts . 

When th e bakery wa s so ld in 1929, I boug ht my broth e rs ' s hares 

of thi s farm a nd reb uilt the hou se . It was a lot o f fun doing it becau se 

L had my own ideas o f how I want ed it , and now being mine, I didn't 

have to consult anyone except Lib. This i s now our main house, a big, 

sp:awling, old-fashioned farm hou se, but that is th e way we wanted it. 

And I h ave noticed th a t our friends lik e it that way, too. Perhaps th at 's 

because th ey are made we lcome, a nd when yo u fee l at home and at 

ease you like yo ur s urro undings. Soon I acquired more land , a nd as 

time went on, between my so ns a nd my self, we now own about eighteen 

hundred acre s. This includes abo ut two mil es along th e Genese e Rive r, 

which ma kes th e pl ace eve n more desirab l e and attrac tive. The Gen e ­

see Valley Canal als o run s throug h the property for mil es. As the Cit y 

of Ro c hes te r continues to s pread o ut , as it is doing rapidly, thi s l a nd 

will unques tion ab ly be in demand for commercial a nd hou s ing projects. 

You find that eve ry where, people l eavi ng the cent ers of c ities a nd ge t­

ting out clo se r to th e l and. Two rai lroads, the Pennsylvani a a nd t he 
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Baltimore & Ohio , run through the farm for miles. As of the time of 

writing chis, all the farms, including those I gave my so ns as wedding 

gifts, plus their own purchases, contain about fifty buildings, includ­

ing some eighteen hou ses, including mine, Jack' s and Bob' s. There are 

miles of Kentucky horse fe nces, s how barn s, ke nn el s, paddock s, pole 

barns, horse barn s, and a half- mil e horse trainin g track. There are a l so 

my hunting lodge, ponds, swimming pool, brood mare barn s and other 

buildings. lt ha s been call ed on e of New York State! s mo s t interes ting 

farms. It is true , I co nfess, that it has taken a great deal of time, e ne r­

g y, money and planning to brip g i t co it s present s tate , but I am proud 

of it and happy to be there as much as I can. For years in s uccess ion, 

Bob Wehle had the c hampion point e r dog s in the fi e ld trial s of the 

United States. The harnes s horses are owned by Betty and Jack Wehle, 

the dogs by Bob, and the beef carc :e by Jack, so it's pretty much of a 

family matter, and that is the way we like it. Of course, the champions 

of champions , our six grandchildre n, were all brought up on th ese farms, 

and I know already in advance how they will remember their carefree, 

happy yea rs, and in a way 1 env y them. However, my own earl y farm 

d ays were a lot o f fun, s o I have been fortunate to be able to furnish 

them with chis sort of wholesome life in their young and growing years. 

Beside the livestock operations, we use the farm for hunting phea­

sants, ducks; of course deer, as well as fox, wood chuck, wood cock, 

squirrels, owls, crows and hawks. Also for years field trials were held 

on the farm , and sometimes thousands of people would come to view 

them. On Sundays we had open house in the show barn, and hundreds 

of people would come to see our twelve fine Belgian geldings. This is 

a magnificent breed of horses, but later we switched to Percherons, a1d 

finally to Lippazanas , the royal Austrian horse. These possess a mag­

nificent bearing and really look superb as they prance with their arched 

necks, graceful and kingly be a ring. They still send a thrill through me 

when I see any of them in action. We sent these horses all over the 

Eastern part of the country for showing, and we have received cups and 

ribbons galore. 

Ten years ago we decided co go into the harness horse racing 

game, and purchased eighteen yearlings at various sales. We had a 

pretty good working knowledge of horses by that time, so made some 

fairly wise selections. These horses were broken and trained on the 

farm under expert guidance. We won many stakes and money purses for 

about four years and chen decided co breed only. Jack's wife, Betts, 

who is especially fond of horses, took up the sport, and her first pur-
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chase, "Yankee Hanover" became the 1952 World's Champion . Trotter, 

and I don't have to tell you how proud she was of that achievement. 

Mrs. Wehle owned several horses, but when we decided to sell the string 

of horses owned by the brewery, she likewise decided to sell hers at 

the same auction. The best horse "Famous Hanover" was sold by me 

before th e sale, and I fo oli s hly let him go for $10,000.00. It developed 

later that another man was prepared to bid up to $17,000.00 for him. 

The last time I bet on one of our horses was at Batavia five years ago, 

and it was on the last night of the season. Our driver had Nogara, a 

fast three-year old filly in the paddock, just ready for the judge's call. 

I asked him if she would win the race. He said the filly was not in good 

shape, although the bettors had her as the favorite . He advised me to 

bet on the next favored horse. I did, but Nogara won in a walk-away. 

I rushed over to the paddock and told the driver that I thought he couldn't 

win, and I had bet $500 on the other horse. He said: "You always told­

me to win if I could, so I won with her." It is true that I always told 

our drivers that, so I had a dose of my own medicine. You may be sure 

I never asked him for advice again. Soon after that we went out of the 

horse racing business. 

We brought the Scottsville farm up to a high suite of perfection, 

and soon l became half owner with Tom Nagle of the former rifle range 

of an army camp at Stoney Point, New York State. This consistedof 

twelve hund,red acres where at one time thirty thousand men had been 

on army m~neuvers during World War One. There are plenty of woods 

there, pas~ure, and .four miles of Lake Ontario shore on the property. 

We built SO\lle buildings and conducted a cattle operation there. It is 

becoming more valuable all the time, as the Sc. Lawrence Seaway route 

passes right in front of it , and it possesses an immense amount of lime­

stone for cement and steel manufacturing. I am sure that this property 

will turn out to be one of the best investments we ever made, for it 

has practically unlimited potentials. That whole area is growing by 

leaps and bounds, and this magnificent St. Lawrence Seaway is open­

ing up unheard of possibilities for any number of projects. I wish I 

might live ·co see them all. We will see new manufacturing areas, new 

home developments, a complete transformation, and it will mean a 

great deal to the surrounding areas. 

When I was Commissioner of Conservation, Mrs. Wehle and I de­

cided to build a home at Cape Vincent, a quaint fishing village on the 
St. Lawrence river at the foot of Lake Ontario. This house faces the 

river and is the center of some of the finest small mouth bass fishing 
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1n the entire world, I hon estl y believe. It is a wonderful spot, and we 

are very fond of it. Here we entert ain the familie s, fri end s, customers 

and state officials, and they all seem to enjoy it a great deal. We es­

specially enjoy this hou se as our pier projects into th e river. We keep 

fishing boats on hand, and you may be s ure they are almost never idle 

when the weather permit s . .. 

Inasmuch as farms were cheap in the back country, I decided to 

own another one, so with the help of my attorney friend, Ed Gosier, of 

Clayton, I soon acc umul ated twenty-two hundred acres consisting of 

about sixteen different pieces of property. These have a huge barn, 

houses, sixty milk cows and other barns that house between thre e and 

four hundred beef cattle. It was necessary to build more barns, miles 

of fence, ditches, dig wells and th e like, to complete the spread. I also 

caused about twenty pot holes to be dug which the duck would use in 

the Fall. Between these and the black Mallards we raise here, we get 

some fine shooting . There are also pheasant, partridge, geese and other 

game to be had. It is all an excellent layout to keep me busy when I 

am not fishing. This land will some day increase in value, so from 

every angle it is an exce llent investment. 

Before I go any further, I must go back to those famous Austrian 

horses, I have mentioned previously in this chapter. We purchased six 

from the Austrian gove rnment, and our own horseman was ordered to fly 

back with them to our country. The horses arrived in due time, a.nd we 

started to select the best four to pull the coach. We had a special trailer 

constructed for them which was something quite unique. It included a 

harness room, four s talls, and another room just fo r th e carriage. The 

sides could be lifted up and the people could look at the whole s how 

from the ground. This went all over our part of the state, including such 

big fairs as Syracuse, Hamburg, and others. You can imagine what a hit 

they made. Just before the horses went on the road, I decided to show 

the staff at the Genesee Brewery what a Lippazanas horse looked like. 

Brewery people know what good horses are, and I felt sure they would 

especially be intere s ted in seeing this fine and unusual animal. I or­

dered one brought on to the brewery on a trail er. The barn man took th e 

horse off all right and s howed him off in good shape. But when he got 

ready to put him back the horse would put one foot on the end of the 

trailer, which would .then bend down, and that frightened him . He then 

walked away, no matter what the barn man would do. I fi gured I knew 

something about horses, so I took the horse from his hand s, l ed him up 

the road, petted him and then bravely walked him down to the trail e r. I 
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had been told that if you walk first, the horse will follow. Just as I got 

to the trailer with the animal, he reared up on his hind legs and his 

front legs flayed the air a number of times. This is what they should do 

when they are being shown, but unfortunately he struck me a number of 

time s on the head and shoulders, knocking me to my knees. I screamed: 

"my back, my back!" Well, X- rays revealed my sho ulder to be broken 

in two places, and a vertebrae broken or compressed to about half its 

regular size. My scalp was laid open, and a number of stitches had to 

be taken to close it. Fortunately, I did not sustain a fractured skull -

perh aps it was too thick for that. In any case, I spent some wee ks in 

the hospital recovering . This happened as recently as November 1958, 

and it was a full eighteen months before I felt myself again. Consider­

ing everything, I am lucky ro be alive, for if that horse had hit me in 

the right places, that would have been an end of me. I should hate to 

have: "kicked to death by a horse" on my tombstone! That winter, the 

first one I spent in Stuart, I was in bed practically all of the time. Out­

side of a backache now and then, there have been no further traces of 

the accident, although complications might easily have occurred after­

wards. While I was in the ho spital I discovered what improvements had 

been made over the years in the care of patients. At first I could not be 

moved, and then they had to cut the clothing from me. About the third 

day the doctor carne in with four husky nurses and said they were going 

to tak e the clothing off my back and really take care of me right. Then 

those nurses grabbed me and lifted me up in the air. I can tell you, I 

did plenty of yelling, and I didn't care who heard me. When they finally 

let me down on my bed ng ai n, after quite a siege of torture, I stated 

that th e re mu s t be some better way of lifting a patient with a broken 

back or so meone who had had a major operation. It so happened that 

an old nurse heard me and said that up in the attic there was a mat­

tress with a piece t aken out of the middle. Some patient had been there 

a couple of yea rs ago and had that special mattress with a piece re­

moved from th e center and found it very much better than anything else. 

In this way the pan could be slipped under without disturbing the pa­

tient. I asked th e nur se to see if this mattress could be found. It was 

brought down and I used it from then on. It was much more comfortable 

and saved me a lot of pain and made it easier for the nurses too. I was 

so impressed by this clever idea, and so were the doctors, that I of­

to give all of the hospitals of our state mattresses of this kind, except 

New York City. Isn't it surprising how a small thing like that will re­

mai~ ignored, until, perhaps some a mateur comes along . Then after that 
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everybody wonders why it had not been thought of before. That's the 
way. some of our cleverest inventions have been discove red and per­

fected - by rank amateurs. The Louis A. Wehle Foundation purchased 

a hundred of these mattresses and gave them to any ho s pital that asked 

for them. Undoubtedly a lot of peopl e have heen saved from a great deal 

of suffering by the use of this correctly designed mattress for that pur­

pose. 

At the end of the eighteenth day in the hospita·l the bone special­

ist told me that I was now ready to get up and walk. They had a harness 

made for me and a brace that I had been measured for and fitted. Now I 

was warned that I would find my legs very weak and they would pain 

me because I had not walked si ne e th e accident. They got me out of 

bed, and I managed to walk al ong the hall , a distance of perhaps one 

hundred and fifty feet. Then they took me back, and I was as tired as 

though I had done a full day's work. The doctor asked me if I didn't 

feel it after that stroll, and I told him I did not. He just couldn't under­

that because, according to him, I s hould have been in a lot of pain. He 

wanted to know why, and whether I had any explanation. I th en s howed 

him something. Undern eat h th e s hee t at the bottom of my bed was a 

piece of balsa wood eighteen inches square. After the fourth day in the 

hospital I used to take daily "walks" right in the bed as best I could, 

bracing my feet against this balsa wood and in that way I kept my 

muscles in good condition. Whe n I did get up, that special exercise 

saved me a lot of pain and helped me to a faster reco very . 

Of course, news about the horse accident got over all that area. 

A friend of mine, a well-known attorney of Rochester, returned from out 

of town one day and went to a loc a l s hoe shine establishment. The 

shoe shine, as is their custom, knew all the latest gossip and scandals, 

and wanted to know whether this man had heard about Mr. Wehle being 

kicked in the head by a horse. This so-called. friend of mine said he 

hadn't, and he added: "How is the horse? I hope he wasn't hurt too 

much and will recover!" Needless to say, this gentleman is one of my 

well wishers. 

On the farm at Cape Vincent we have large pas tur es and put away 

about twenty or thirty thousand bales of hay each year, and fill four 

large silos with corn for winter feeding. This farm is presided over by 

Al Gross, who has been my farm foreman for many years. Al is trust­

worthy, a fine specimen of a man, knows his farming, and one thing 
more, knows how to handle me. He combines the best of the old with 

the new in farming, and that's a rather rare combination. Farmers as a 
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rule <1 re conservative by nature and don't change their methods too 
readily. AI and I g~t along famously together, and !'consider him one 

of the h t~ st in his .field, and others have told me the same thing. 

It has heen our good fortune to have long and faithful people work­

ing for us. Jim Ramsay has been a hard-working and devoted chauffeur 

for the Wehlc family for the past twenty-seven years. Eddie Van Land­

schoot, our loyal and faithful gardener and keeper of our property, has 
been with us since 1937 and has always kept the grounds in excellent 
shape. 

It is f~scinating to see boats from all nations go past the house 

on that wonderful new Seaway. All of the great .midwest cities are 

benefitting, and I believe that in the not too distant future such ports 

as Chicago, Duluth and others will show tonnages as great as many 
of our seaboard cities, such as New York, Baltimore, New Orleans, 

and others. We try to identify the boats and their flags and my grand­

children are as much interested in that as I was in my youth to identi­

fy the different makes of automobiles of those days. 

The Stoney Point Ranch, formerly therifle range of Pine Camp, 

then maintained by the government, used to house thirty thousand men, 
as I have previously stated . The foundations for their tents are still 
there, as is the water system and a huge disposal plant. The bunkers 

are still in good condition. Along the water front there are pill boxes 
where the men used to shoot at the passing targets drawn by airpfanes. 

Luckily To~ Nagle and I purchased this property at a very low figure, 
and is certainly a top investment any way you look at it. It would make 

an ideal spot for a huge summer colony, with all of the major improve­

ments already in. It is both Tom's and my idea not to sell this property 

at this time, but to leave ·it to our grand or great grandchildren, be­

cause nobody ever went broke owning free and clear property, especially 

of this character, location and size. The government built a concrete 

road from the main road about seven miles away, so that equipment of 

any kind can reach the camp without any extra trouble or expense, an­

other advantage. 

I am grateful that I have been privileged to enjoy my farms, my 
horses and dogs I have. It becomes harder as our civilization grows 

more complex for people to indulge in this form of life and recreation. 
Even if you can't own a farm, you can take your family to places and 
have a grand time. Perhaps there won't be as many conveniences as 

you have at home. An oil lamp never made anybody unhappy. An old 
fashioned cook stove can still turn out some mighty tasty meals. A 
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plain little porch with a swing and some comfortable rockers, can still 

furnish plenty of restful hours. A little wood cut· out doors can still 

make the living room comfortable on a cool evenwg. Plain clothes are 

what children love, and getting away from it all is a grand tonic for 
the body and soul and mind . 

I think it is good for people to get back to Nature. There is a 

rhythm on a farm or in the country that is lost in t_he artificial hustle 

and bustle of a large city. It is not good for us to stay away too long 

from good old Mother Nature. She is a part of us, and no number of gad­
gets can take her place. 

Fortunately our great National Parks and State Parks offer many 
advantages. There are marvelous camping sites with conveniences 

close at hand, fine water, and scenery that will lift up your soul and 

make you think of your Maker. From the State of Washington, to the 

new Everglades Park at the southern tip of Florida, there are parks al­

most everywhere within motoring distance. Enjoy them if you can, even 
if you only have your two week s ' vacation. More and more people are 

taking advantage of them -you'll be wise to do so also, if that is your 

dish. 

So, a bow to the country -long may it be there - and as long as 

I am privileged to be on this good old earth of ours, just so long will 

I enjoy all that that furnishes - a serenity - a peace of mind - and a 

closeness to everything that is growing and vital. 
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CHAPTER 11 

Reminiscences 

Reminisce·nces .. . . we all have them, especially as we grow older. 

Recollections from the past .... unexpected flashes of memory. Then, 

suddenly, not~ing. Gaps of time unaccounted for. 

As we grow older we seem to remember more and more. Not always 

important things, more often than not they seem to be just isolated inci­

dents that have little or no bearing on our present lives. Yet who can 

be sure? We are now, to a great extent, what we have been. Who is wise 

enough to say what does or does not have a bearing on our lives. 

In this chapter I shall take the liberty of jotting things down with­

out sequence, jumping back and forth across the years. Out of the maze 

of these years will emerge experiences and s tories I hope the reader 

will find as interes ting, and at times amusing, as I have. 

I guess it's natural for parems to wo rry and wonde r whether their 

children will be a success in life. When we attended East High School 

there were many among us who were considered outstanding and showed 

promise of success in later life. As the years passed, however, many of 

them dropped from sight without ever setting a blaze of glory; while 

others, some of whom had j usc indifferent records, far exceeded any­

one's expectations. 

Carl Haullauer was one of those who achieved success. He -became 

Chairman of the Board of th e world-famous Bausch & Lomb Optical Com­

pany and one of Rochester's most prominent citizens. Interested in 

ev-.:rything that stands for the good of the community, he is probably 

Rochester's outstanding politician and a great guy besides. 

It has been the custom for some of us to attend the various national 

conventions of the Theta Phi Fraternity of East High, held in different 

cities throughout the country, where we naturally met men from the 

other chapte rs. One of the fellows I met in this way later called on me 

when I was assistant brew master of the Bartholomay Brewery. H.e had 

becom€ a paint salesman for a company in Cleveland and wan ted to sell 

me some paint. In view of the fact that he was a fraternity brother, I 

gave him a .hearing and ordered some paim for the ceiling of the fer­

menting room, __ which needed redoing badly. He assured me that this 

paint would not be affected by . the C0 2 generated by the fermenting 
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beer. We dried the cellar out and applied the paint exactly as he had 

instructed. After the cellar was finished, we put the beer back in the 

tanks thinking everything wa s all right. I was in my office one morning, 

a short while after, when the foreman of the fermenting room, Charlie 

Bullinger, came running in and said that something terrible had happened 

in the fermenting room we had just painted. I ran up to find the paint 

dripping off the ceiling into the open tanks, threatening to spoil all the 

beer. As fast as we could, we emptied the tanks and put in a call to my 

friend, the paint salesman. When he came and saw what had happened, 

he s aid we'd done something wrong. I wanted to know what it was, as 

we had followed his in s truction s thoroughly. He asked whether th e 

ceiling was dry wh en we applied the paint. I assured him it was. Then 

he said the trouble was it should have been WET. Needless to say, we 

bought no more paint from him, even if he was a fraternity brother- frat 

loyalty doesn't go quite that far- especially since we had the delight­

ful job of scraping off that paint and applying a different kind. And, this 

time, we were sure about what we used. It seems friendship and busi­

ness don't always mix, e s pecially when .it comes to paint. 

Speaking about the Bartholomay Bre wery, I remember that the hous e 

.in which we lived was quite close to it, and, as assistant brewmaster, 

it was my job to check in the me n at seven o'clock .in the morning. They 

were given free beer to drink each day, as had been the custom for a 

good many years. It was interesting to see them on a Saturday afternoon 

after they had be e n paid. They would go to the shipping office and for 

seventy-five cents would purcha s e an eighth of beer, which they either 

put .in a sack, s lung over the ir s houlder, or put .in: a cart to take home. 

I recall the s hipping clerk calling up one day to a sk where his beer 

was. It was his day off, and .it was customary that an eighth of beer be 

delivered to his house every morning before eight o'clock. He told his 

assistant that his wife would not eat her breakfast until she had had 

her beer. 

In those days beer was shipped in carlots or, if the Erie Canal was 

used, .in open boats. Bottle beer sales accounted for less than five per 

cent of the total sales. 

It was also customary .in those days for the salesmef). or collectors 

to use carriages or sleighs to make their daily rounds, and .it was my 

pr.i v.ilege to use one of them any time I wanted to. Since I was courting 

my wife at the time, I quite often took advantage of this privilege to 

take her out riding. You can imagine how important I felt and how I 
sought to .impress her on these occasions with my skill in handling a 
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horse. One time, however, they hooked up a very spirited horse to the 

cutter, which had a string of bells on it. Not being accustomed to the 

bells, they frightened him, and he took off, nearly pulling my arms from 

their sockets. I kept going, though, determined not to give in, but to 

show this horse that I was master. We drove down what was called the 

Dugway and by this time the poor animal's mouth was bleeding, but he 

still persisted in trying co break a record. Now I was beginning to feel 

weak all over and decided to try and turn around. I chose a good place 

in the road afl:d we started home. As I passed a hotel close to the road, 

I noticed a long, empty shed. I drove him in there, where he finally 

stopped. A good thing, too, because I couldn't have la s ted muc h longe r. 

The barn boss came down with a driver and took the hors e home . I 

heard later that he beat another horse by a good mile on the return trip. 

Strange, how you remember an incident like that. It is as vivid in my 

mind as if it happened yesterday. Needless to say, the ability to handle 

a horse, which I prided myself on, was severely put to the test. 

When I was brewmaster of the Genesee Brewing Co., the manager 

was a man by the name of John Bradley. He was a North of Ire land man, 

a true Orangeman if there ever was one. The trouble in Ire land was top 

news at the time, and Arthur Baldwin was then Prime Minist e r of E ng­

land. Bradley would call me into his office and say: "Sit do wn, Louie, 

I want to read you something." He would then pull out a four or fiv e 

page letter to the Prime Mini s ter in which he gave his vi ews on the 

lrish .question and how he felt the Prime Minister should handl e it. This 

went on for some weeks. In chat time he read me se ven or e ight l e tters. 

One day I asked him what Prime Minister Baldwin said in hi s replies. 

He looked at me sharply and said: "The damn fool do esn't a nswe r my 

letters." After that there were no more le tt e rs - at lea s t he nev e r read 

any more to me. 

Shortly after this, another amusing incident occurred. My office 

was on the second floor of the brewery, so I could look out the window 

and see the wagons come home at night. One evening I sa w one of them 

pull in. It was what was called a roll-top beer wagon. The sea t was 

high up, and the wagon was pulled by a pair of powerful horses. A man 

got off the wagon, fell in the s tree t and lay the re. Finall y he go t up and 

shook himself. Then he slowly staggered into the barn. 1 called the 

foreman, and asked him who the man was. The foreman told me the man's 

name, and, since we would not tolerate such actions, I said the man 

was fired. Two days later a delegation from the union came to see me. 

They wanted to know why I had fired chis fellow. I told the m he was 
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drunk, but he indignantly denied this charge. He agreed he'd fallen off 

the wagon in the road, but said he couldn't have been drunk, because 

"when I am, I can't get up." I told him he was still fired. Thereafter, 

a little pressure was brought to bear, and, as this man was an excellent 

salesman, it was suggested that we give him two weeks off without pay 
to teach him a lesson. 

At about the same time, we had a yardman named Harry. He used 

to take care of the brewery yard and also our yard at home. One day he 

came in to see my father while I was there. He told my father that he 

couldn't possibly work that day. Well, slnce Harry was the reliable kind, 

father was naturally curious and asked him what the trouble was. Harry's 

only reply was: "I had a little accide nt at home. It was n't very se riou s . 

My wife died!" Needless to say, Harry didn't have to work that day. 

My father got along very well with a great many people. I think that 

was one reason why he was a success in his business. He was particu­

larly liked by the people who worked for him at the brewery, which is 

quite a tribute. Many of them would go to him with their troubles, and 

he would listen and try to help get them straightened out. He was that 

kind of man, and you may be sure that when he died, at such an early 
age, he was genuinely mourned by a great many people. I think that is 

the most enduring monument a man can leave behind- kind thoughts 

about him and deeds that have helped people when they needed it the 
most. 

Father had an old aunt by the name of Gruppe, and she really was 

a character. She owned a little property in Dutch Town and used to 

drive a one-horse wagon selling milk and vegetables. She had a few 

cows and a. littl e veg<:La ble garde n- a very independent little old soul 

with a lot of determination and personal pride. When I was in my teens, 

I used to drive my father over to Aunty Gruppe's once or twice a week, 

because he felt responsible for her. She made Elderberry wine, but 

somehow always forgot to crush some of the berries. Whenever she 

proudly poured a drink of her wine, there were always berries floating 

around in the concoction. She always offered some of it to Father when 

we visited, and occasionally to me, when I suppose she thought I de­

served it. I always turnec'l it down, and I noticed that Father usually 

managed to select a chair next to the sink. When Aunty Gruppe' s back 

was turned, he would pour the wine down the drain. To hear her talk, 
though, it was the best drink in the world- and so good for you. When 

my father used to remonstrate with her to get a little pleasure out of 

life, she would bridle and become quite indignant. He would urge her 
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not to continue to sell her vegetables and milk. He knew s he had enough 

to live on and that her needs and wi s hes were within her means. She 

would point out that the more money s he had when s he passed on, t ht> 

more there would be for Father and the family. Well, years late r, whL·n 

she died and her will was read, everyone was amazed to find s he 'd left 

all of her money to the Indians of South America. During her lifetim e 

she had never shown any particular inclination to give to charity. In 

fact, she was extremely careful with her money. 

I was qui~e a young boy when a few of the first automobiles began 

to appear on the streets of Rochester. A Mr. Brown, who lived right 

above us on Gibb Stree t, had a stea m automobile that looked like two 

bicycle s put together, with a pL~tform and s ome machinery in between. 

When he would drive down the s treet, we boys wo uld all get sticks, 

stones and logs and put them on the road so that he could not go over 

them. Then we would run and hide and watch what would happen. We 

thought that a great joke, and I guess I was just as guilty as the rest of 

the boys, more so, perhaps. One day we threw a particularly large log 

in the way of his car. The car came to a stop, and then actually caught 

fire. We certainly hadn't bargained for that, and when Mr. Brown s tarted 

calling for help, we all ran pell mell into our houses and got pails of 

water to put the fire out. After that, the respon s ibility we sho uld have 

felt for the trouble we caused was lost in our excitement at being wha t 

we considered heroes. 

Further up the street lived He nry Selden, who up to that time held 

a patent on an internal combustion engine. He had all the big automo­

bile companies paying him a royalty, until one Henry Ford came along 

and disputed the patent right s . Ford engaged Selden in a la wsuit, and, 
as hi sto ry has proved, it was a very important one. It ended wid1 Ford 

winning the suit and Selden losing his patent rights. If hi s claim had 

been sustained, he would have become one of the wealthiest men in the 

country, or at least his heirs would have. I don't know anything about 

the rights or wrongs of this s uit, bur it shows how an apparently s mall 

incident can have far-reaching consequences. I can recall looking down 

into Mr. Selden's cellar at the engine he claimed wa$ his invention. 

Later on, his sons manufactured the Selden automobile, but it was not 

much of a success and soon faded from the picture. 

I used to peddle milk for a milkman who lived in a boarding house 

opposite our home. He hired me to run in to the various houses, pick up 

the containers, and run out to the wagon- where he would fill these 

contalllers with the amount of milk the customer wanted. No fancy steri-
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li zc:d bottles or other containers in those days. The milk was kept in 

hig cans and th ere was a dipper with a long handle to ladle out the 

111ilk. Th e: average price was about seven cents a quart. He used to ge t 

hi s 111ilk s hippc:J in fr om ou t of town and ·wo uld go daily to the express 

ollicc to pic k it up, take it back to hi s barn, and put it in the refrige ra· 

tor. Tht· ll('Xt 111ornin g he: would dip out some of the cream and, to inc rease 

hi s quantit y of 111IIk, add so me water. I guess he had the bluest milk in 

to wn. This all Ill l' ant that I had to get up before fi ve b'clock every morn­

ing a nd help IIi111 with hi s work . My father objected to thi s fe llow pound­

in g on o ur door so l'a rl y for me:, and he told me to quit, be cause the 

whol e family was bc:i ng di s turbed . Not wantin g to lose my job, I dev ised' 

a sc he me th a t wo rk ed jus t fin c:. I had the milkman pull a st ring that I 

hung out of the window , th e: s tring be in g attached to my big toe . In that 

way he could wake me witho ut bothe ring the res t of the famil y. The n I 

wo uld ge t dressed , sneak dow ns tairs and mee t him over a t hi s ba rn to 

help him peddle the milk. Thi s we nt on for some time . I'll admit it was 

pre tty hard to get up on some of those ice-cold Rochester mornings with 

snow and ice aro und, but I was yo ung and s trong and really didn't mind. 

The though t of the money I was earning had a lo t to do with it, too, I 

think. 

I recall that I helped a florist by the name of Mr. Fry, which I 

touched on in anothe r chapter. To e laborate a little on thi s, as I grew 

older, I be came his regular de live ry ma n, a nd during my vacation I drove 

the hors e and.did anything else he needed me for. I reme mber one Eas te r 

whe n I was supposed to deliver some lilies way out in Dutch Town 

whe re Aunty Gruppe lived. The pot containing th e flowers tipped over 

and in trying to ge t them rearr a nged , I knock ed off their s tems . Un­

daunted, I still d elive red wha t was left of the lilie s . I guess the people 

felt s orry for me , because they never reporte d it to Mr. Fry, some thing 

I was reall y grateful for. 

Prior to taking th e job with Mr. Fry, I was a deli ve ry boy for the 

National Clothing Company. It was my job to delive r rush boxes of 

s uits a nd overcoats, e ithe r by s tree t car or by walking, depending on 

the distance and the tim e I had. I was s upposed to get thro ugh at si x or 

seven o 'clock, but someon ~ would usually come in who wanted to have 

hi s suit altered and , of course , had to have it ri ght away. So the suit 

wo uld be altered and giv en to me for rus h delivery. Many a night I didn't 

ge t home until e leven o 'clock, be lieve it or no t, and .my pay was only 

fifty ce nts a day! 

I was always fo nd of the thea te r, and, while I never had much e xtra 

- 126-



money to spend on this form of entertainment, I found a way to get 

around the difficulty. Rochester wasn't one of the largest cities in the 

country, but still we had a fair share of entertainment provided. The old 

Lyceum Theater was still operating at that time, and all the good plays 

-including the Shakespeare productions- came to our town. One of my 
cousins had a job opening the door for the customers as they came 

through the lobby into the theater. He had a long strap fastened to the 

handle of the door, and when anyone arrived, he wo"uld pull the strap, 

and the people would enter. He got fifty cents a night for that, and you 
may be sure I envied him that easy job. If he saw the show once, he 
would give me the job of opening the door, minus the fifty cents. Then 
I could take a seat in the rear of the theater and watch the show for the 

payment of the work I did for him. It was a pretty neat trick and enabled 

me to see plenty of good plays when I was young. 

The Cook Opera House was also operating at that time; specializing 

in vaudeville acts. This form of entertainmem was in its full glory, and 

many of our finest artists would play the circuits all over the country­

even the biggest stars like Sarah Bernhardt. I loved vaudeville because 

there was action and variety. First, perhaps, a comedy team. Then some 

performing animals or a skilled juggler, some singing, a lot of dancing 

and the ever-present slapstick. It was a ll pretty wonderful to a. growing 
boy and made me feel like a man of the world. I've never forgotten those 
days. One of the fellows in town decided to run a vaudeville show of 
his own after the regular season closed. He went around and got all the 

characters in town to take part. It sounded like a pretty good idea and 

was welcomed by the local citizens, because, you see, it was going to 
be the privilege of the audience to carry in eggs, tomatoes or cabbages. 

If they didn't like the act, they could show their disapproval by heaving 

some of these things at the actors on the stage. His show ran for a week 

and proved to be a huge success. When Saturday night arri ved, the acto rs 

were to be paid off, this time in cash and not eggs and vegetables. 

This fellow was at the box office taking in the money, and when the 
last customer paid, he took it all a nd left town, so the actors never did 

get paid for all they had taken from the audiences that week. This fel­
low was something of a charact.er him self, and we had many good times 

together. 
Here are a few fond remembrances about my mother when I was a 

boy and man. As I may have mentioned already, she had great control 
over her sons, regardless of their age . She would scold me about this 
and that, or tell Frank he was eating too much, or Harold and Raymond 
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that they were overdoing or not doing enough, or remark that one was 

not goihg to church regularly. We all took her scolding in stride, though, 

because she meant it for our good, and in her eyes we were still boys, 

even when we were middle-aged and more. Up to the last year of her 

life she would not hav e a companion or anyone in her house or apart­

ment work ing for her, although we tried a number of times. We would . 

even put people next door to her apartment to take care of her, but ·as 

soon as she became suspicious about what we were trying to do, she 

would have nothing to do with them- s he always wanted to do every­

thing for herself. 
When we were young, for some reason or other, I was us ually the 

one selected to do most of the marketing, and I must say I did a pretty 

good job- I seldom get the worst of a transaction. I remember · the Cur­
tice Canning Company killing many chickens each Fall, and chicken 

livers and hearts were sold for ten cents a pound. I would go down 

there with a quarter, and instead of getting two and a half pounds for 
that money, I'd often come hom e with se ven or e ight pounds, and we 

had chicken liver and heart s until we couldn't stand the s ight of them. 

Right near our house on the main street of the town was a farmer's 

market called the Liberty Pole. As soon as I· was old enough, I got 

myself a two-wheel · cart, and I would go up there each morning on market 

days, usually three times a week, and buy vegetables and fruit for the 

house and for some of the neighbors. I made a little extra money that 

way, and I enj~yed the work no end . I've never minded work, and when 

there's money involved- all the better. 

I used to get up early to do all sorts of things, and I never minded, 
for most people in tho se days were early risers. Many jobs started at 
seven in the morning, s o it was not unus ual to see people on the streets 

by six o'clock. 
But to come back to Mother. She was very religio us, a devout Cath­

olic, and concentrated on teaching us sound morals. She was determined 

that her sons would be a success, and s he encouraged all of us to fur­

ther our educations and take advantage of our many opportunities. She 

sent one of my older brothers to medical school, and he became a doc­

tor, a lieutenant in the First World War, and finally the Chief Medical 

Officer of all the White Russian area under Herbert Hoover. 

Mother must have known something of poverty in her earlier days, 

although as far back as I can remember she always had money for what 

she wanted. She always stressed the fact that one must make and save 
money in order to be comfortable later on in life. She often repeated the 
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old German saying: "When m1sery comes 111 the door, love flies out of 

the window." It is a sad fact that some people stress money too muc,h 

while others neglect to save for the day when they can no longe r work or 

for when they beco me ill. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Today the country seems faced with a problem of juvenile delin­

quency. I must confess that, to a certain extent, it wasn't exactly non­

existent in my day. Our neighborhood boys had a club and form ed what 

we called "The Frankfurters." We occasionally went do wn to the Gene­

see River and fished along it s banks. One day we encountered a number 

of boy s who said they were the "Double Ducks " and wanted to know 

what we were doing on their fishing grounds. We told them we were en­

titled to fish there as much as they were, and an argument developed. 

We decided to meet and settle the argument with our fists. On the ap­

pointed evening, the Double Ducks appeared on our territory of Uni ver­

sity Avenue. It was a fine summer evening, and all the houses with 

porches were swarming with their occupants enjoying the night air. That 

gang brought along bigger boys than we had, and we were getting the 

worst of it, when men from all tho se porches came running down into 

the street. Their help came at just the right time, and after that the 

Double Ducks didn't bother us any more. 

No provisions were made in those days for recreational facilities. 

Most of the boys were pretty busy running errands and doing other odd 

jobs to earn a little spending money, but even at that they succeeded 

in finding time to get into mischief. 

About the same time, on a wintery Saturday afternoon, one of my 

brothers and I decided to ride around the neighborhood to see what we 

could find to amuse ourselves. We always had one horse for the family 

c~rriage. On this day we hooked it to a light cutter and went out East 

Avenue where some harness racing was going on. The horse we were 

driving was called Black Diamond. He was a retired harness horse, and 

at one time had had a fair record, but he was naturally a bit stiff when­

ever he first came out of the barn, and it took him some time to limber 

up. No amount of coaxing, it see1ned, could ever get him beyond a modest 

trot, no matter how hard we tried. On this particular day, however, we 

were in the line of the racing horses. Black Diamond looked back and 

saw them coming, with the drivers yelling and cracking their whips. It 

must have brought back memories to him. He pricked up his ears, arched 

his neck, his eyes took on a new shine, and he was off. I had never 

seen him run that fast, nor did I ever again. He beat every horse to the 
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finish line, with room to spare, and then was exhausted. He had given 

his all. Whenever we went out there again, hoping he'd repeat his re­

peat his remarkable performance, we were always disappointed. He had 

shown us once what he could do, and it seemed that would have to be 
sufficiem for us. 

Carl Potter, who later became executive vice-president of the 

Security Trust Company, lived near us. His father was in the fresh fruit 

business. Carl was a big, generous fellow, and he. usually managed to 
talk his father out of a bunch of banana.s, some watermelons, or perhaps 

some pineapples, so that our gang could have a real feast. In tho se 
days, fresh fruit wasn't a s plentiful as it is today. During our harvest 
season we had plenty of grapes, apples, cherries and other fruit, but 

during the cold winter months fruit was pretty scarce. I remember when 

an orange · was quite a treat- and grapefruit were unknown. It took 

people quite a time to get used to and like the latter. That may seem 

strange when you consider how popular they are today. 

Because of Carl's generosity, we decided to make him President 

of our club. For that purpose . he offered us the use of the woodshed at 

the end of his house, which we accepted without a di ssenting vote. 

Many a time we used to s it in that s hed, away from what we considered 

the interfering older folk s, and gorge ourselves on fresh fruit, until we 

could eat no more. It was all a lot of fun and a spirit of good sports­

manship prevailed. We would talk and brag; we would tussle and "horse" 

around and have wonderful times together. All in all, we were a dec e nt 

enough gang, and we enjoyed our privacy and felt very important, be­

cause we were together. Th e things we talked about- the plans we 
made for the future - I guess that is all in the pattern of growing up. 
When a new family would move into our neighborhood, we would scout 

around to see if they had any boys around our age. We would size them 

up pretty carefully, since we didn't just take in anybody. He had to 

measure up to our standards. Before a boy could be admitted as an ac­

tive member in good standing, he would have to fight one of our gang, 

a boy of his own weight and height. We explained to him that if the 

newco.mer didn't win, though, but had shown the right spirit and cour­

age, we accepted him. We always tried to be fair about it and not ex­

clude good material. 

I can't recall our gang ever destroying anyone's property, except 
perhaps at election time, when most anything seemed to go. Outside of 
"borrowing" a few apples or pears from somebody' s backyard, we never 
did anything seriously wrong. We would build a big fire in .,c he Fall and 
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go home and loot some potatoes or corn to roast. I'm sure my mother 

knew what I was up to, and I'm also sure she looked the other way just 

to make it more exciting for me. She knew her boys- she had to with 

five of them. Of course, the potato skins and corn husks were black 

when we were ready to eat them, but I don't think I ever tasted anything 

quite as good. I'm sure now that they must have been flavored with our 

youth and good hea_lth, the best condiments of all. 

The game we usually favored was one ·called "Duck on the rock." 

This meant that we put a large stone on the road, and on top of it a 

smaller one . We then stood twenty or thirty paces away and had three 

chances with other s tones to knock the duck off the rock. Whoever suc­

ceeded in knocking the duck off the rock was the winner. The game 

would go on for hours- we never seemed to tire of it. In fact, we be· 

came pretty skillful at it, as we got the feel of the distance and the 

weight of the rocks we were using. One of the reasons why the game 

remained so popular 'w as that everyone took part- you just didn't sit on 

the sidelines w bile somebody else had the fun. 

. * * * ~ * * * * ~ 
It was quite an undertaking to have five boys in the family to properly 

clothe, feed and provide with the many things they needed. Sometimes 

my grandfather and uncle would bring their castoff clothing to the house 

to be made over for us. There was no false pride about that in our 

family. It was between members of the family and wasn't considered 

charity in any way- just the good old-fashioned notion of making each 

dollar do double-duty. I remember one coat given us by our uncle. When 

it was retailored for me, the handkerchief pocket, instead of being where 

it belonged, was up to my shoulder. Unders tandably, I was pretty upset 

about it. I wasn't too fussy about my clothes, but there was a limit. 

I think the most famous garment in the Wehle family was a white 

turtle-neck sweater that simply refused to wear out. I used to wonder 

why such hand-me-down clothes always seemed to be made of such 

long-lasting material. First this sweater belonged to my older brothers, 

then I had a crack at it, and later my younger brothers actually wore it. 
But don't think for a minute that Mother felt sorry for us. It was a good 

sweater, and it was well made. As long as it was useful to the Wehles, 

it would be welcome and put to good use, no matter what complaining 

small boys might do or say about it. 

Once someone gave us a pair of rabbits, and we built a hutch in 

the backyard for them. It didn't take them long to dig a hole and get 
under the neighbor's kitchen, which didn't have a cellar. Before long 

- 131-



they started multipl ying, as rabbits have a habit of doing, and we simply 
couldn't catch them, hard as we tri ed. Finally, the neighbors started 

complaining, because they were ruining their garden, and we had to 

make every effort and catch them. Getting rid of them made us all very 

sad, because Mother didn't take too kindly to pets, and we never had 
very many. 

On one occasion Father brought home a small phonograph with a 

big horn and some wax rec ord s . Each record was in a cylindrical box 

lined with cotton, as th ey were very fragile. You can imagine our ex­

citement. Here was one of the wonders of the age .... in our house. I ran 

in one day to tell my father that Grandmother Loewenguth was c oming 

up the street to visit us . He quickly put the covering over the phono~ 

graph, warned us not to say anything, and s tarted a record just as s he 

was about to enter the room. She came in, looked around, and heard the 

music apparently coming from nowhere. She looked all around and na­

turally couldn't find what sounded to her like an orchestra. Was s he 
amazed when my father finally s howed her the machine. It was the very 

first time in her life that s he had ever seen or heard one, and she was 
astonished. 

Of course we were very proud of it and invited the neighbors in to 

hear it. We had some grand concerts on that squeaky old phonograph. 

It probably sounded sweeter to us than the finest Hi-Fi sets of today 

would. We thought it was about the ultimate in entertainment, and we 

boys never tired of turning it on and off when Mother wasn't looking. We 

were a big nuisance in that respect, but after a time the novelty wore 

off. 

Because of my father's illnes s he was not able to spend much time 

playing with us. I am s ure he regretted that very much, for he was a 

kindly man who loved hi s family. Anything that kept him from being a 

part of their lives deprived him of much pleasure and satisfaction. It 

was because of this situation that I devoted more time to my brothers 

than I ordinarily would have under normal conditions. We were very 
close and have always remained so. Today I try to take part in all 
doings of my grandchildren, and nothing gives me greater joy, as you 
have already learned in other chapters . 

Here is another incident I believe worth mentioning to help fill 'in 

the picture of my younger years. Each election time we would gather 

wooden boxes and barrels weeks ahead for the big night. We would 
store them in someone's backyard where they were jealously guarded. 

Then on election night we would build a huge bonfir~, usually at the 
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intersection of two streets. The police never interfered. It was the ac­

cepted rule that you could have such a bonfire on that night, provided 

you guarded it carefully so as not to endanger the neighborhood. 

Some of us decided one year to have a humdinger of a fire, so we 

loo se ned the screws of a ne ighbor's Chic Sale's house , preparatory to 

moving it on election night. Needless to say, this was done without the 

owner's consent. When the big night finally arrived, we gathered at the 

out-house and were ready to carry it out to the fire, when lo and behold, 

we heard a . great commotion in s ide, and two tenants s tarted to sc ream 

and carry on so, that we took to our heels before we we re caught. Na­

turally the out-house remained unburned, although the tenants them­

se lv es were pretty well burned about what had almost happened, and 

you can hardly blame them . 

Each neig hborhood would see which could have the biggest and 

most spectacular bonfire, and you may be sure ours wasn't the smallest 

if we could help it. All over the city of Rochester the skies would be 

lit-up on e lec tion night. It didn't· make much differenc e to us who the 

candidates were or who won- all we were interested in was a big bon­

·fire- some thing that was worth celebrating. 

My grandfather Wehle was a Rhine wine drinker, and he had a good­

s ize cellar which he kept under lock and key. It was my privilege to 

accompany him down there whe n he wanted to select wi ne for the evening 

meal. 1 distinctly remember the long shelves stretching from floor to 

ceiling, with long curtains in front of the racks of wine to keep out the 

sunlight. He would go down, examine the bottles, and select the wine 

or wine s he wanted. He knew which wine wem with what foods, and I 

believ e he was considered quite an expert. Then when he did drink it, 

he would s mack hi s lips and decla re he had made a good selection. 

Hi s home contained many rooms and, what fe w houses have toda y, 

a summer kitchen, where my aunts used to roast coffee . It was the sort 

of place a boy would like- plenty of room, with fine aromas, friendly­

a place where you didn't have to be as careful of the furniture as you 

did in the parlor. It was surprising how much work my aunts did there, 

despite the fact that they enjoyed all of the then-modern conveniences. 

They always seemed busy with something, especially in the canning 

season. My grandfather used to make sausage at times, and once in a 

while a calf was cut up and prepared. 

* * * * * * * * * 
At one point in our lives, my family and I were faced with the har­

rowwg experience of near-kidnaping and extortion. I was away on a 
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fishing trip with the two boys at Weslemkoon, Canada. We came on the 

car ferry to the landing at Charlotte, and from the upper .deck of the 

boat I recognized my wife and a group of men- Chief of Police Henry 

Copenhagen, Judge O'Connor, and Judge Marsh Taylor. They all had 

somber faces, and though I couldn't understand what they were all doing 

there on the dock, I knew it must be something pretty serious. They 

pulled me off to one side and told me that there had been an attempt at 

extortion, accompanied by a kidnaping threat. My wife had received two 

letters demanding payment of a hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or 

either or both of our sons would be kidnaped. The letters had been re­

ceived through the mail two or three days before my arrival. The ques­
tion was how to determine the handling of the case. At that time there 

were many kidnapings all over the United States, with the victims either 

killed or released upon payment of huge sums of money- some up to 

half a million dollars. The famous Lindbergh kidnaping had occurred 

several years before, and there was a very stringent law on the books 

that provided the death penalty if the mail was used in an attempt to 

get ransom money, even if the intended victim was not kidnaped but 

only an attempt had been made to collect the money. 

Soon after my arrival home I arranged for a guard at the house. In 

the next two days I received two more letters, and the ransom was 

raised to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The last letter gave 

details- just where, how, and when the money was to be delivered to 

the letterwriter. I called the FBI office in Buffalo, and, about three 

o'clock in the morning, the day of my arrival home, an officer of the 

FBI was at the house. He questioned me thoroughly- where I had been, 

all about the letters, which I naturally turned over to him. /\t that time 

only two letters had been received, and he instructed us not to handle 

any other letters, but to put them in a cellophane envelope, and they 

would take charge of them. This we naturally did. Within the next six 

hours two other FBI men questioned me at considerable length to see if 

these ktters were genuine. At first I couldn't quite understand this 

procedure, but then it occurred to me that they were questioning me and 

checking my story, because they thought it might be a publicity stunt 

on my part, since I was in the beer business, to draw attention to my 

product. However, after cross-examining me thoroughly, they were satis­

fied that this was no publicity stunt but a genuine case of attempted 

kidnaping. They were now convinced that I was telling the truth. They 

immediately went through our office s and examined the handwriting of 
everyone. They finally selected one that was similar to ,t he handwriting 
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1n the letters and presented their evidence to the grand jury of twenty­

two men and women who were then sitting in the United States Court in 

Buffalo. I was called as a witness and was asked, after being shown 

the s imilarity of this man's handwriting, whether I thought this man was 

the guilty party. I did not think so. I didn't want him indicted, as th e 

circum s tantial evidence was not ve ry strong. He was not indicted, and 

as time went o_n the Rochester police received a number of telephone 

calls from someone who chided them on their inability to detect th e 

le tt e r writer. A syste m was installed by the police department so that 

when the party called again they were given a fl as hback to help locate 

the telephone from which the calls were made. That happened several 

time s , but whoever it was would be gone by the time the police arrived. 

Finally they s uc ceeded in keeping him on the telephone long enough for 

the police to get there in time, and they grabbed him just as he was 

hanging up. He readily confessed that he had written the letters, as 

well as some to Mr. Gannett, the publisher, and there was a great furor 

over it in the papers. I breathed easier, but meanwhile took my famil y 

to Europe under guard because of the continued fear that the kidnapers 

might carry out their threats. When we left Rochester by car, we were 

followed right to the boat by the police, who did not leav e until we 

were ready to sail. During our weeks of travel in Europe, I never felt 

very safe or cheerful. Eston Fletcher, our treasurer, had reported to me 

that someone had told him that, regardless of our trip abroad, they 

would s till get us when we re turned. 

I must mention one incident at this point. In one of the letters, the 

would-be kidnaper had instructed me to go out to the Ridge Road, in an 

open car, wearing a derby hat, and that I was to be alone. I was then to 

throw the money over a nearby culvert at a designated spot along the 

~oad. All thi s was to take place at midnight. The FBI had obtained the 

services of a local detective who looked soniething like me. He was to 

.take my place in the open car. He wore a derby hat, as instructed, and 

a s hoebox full of envelopes was substituted for the two hundred and 

fifty thousand dollars. A one dollar bill, initialed by me so that I could 

identify it in the event the kidnaper retrieved it from the culvert, was 

placed in the box, and the detective departed. The car proceeded out 

Ridge Road in a heavy downpour. In it were two FBI men who had par­

ticipated in the shooting of the notorious Dillinger in Chicago. Deputy 

sheriffs, FBI men, and state troopers had bef!n strategically · placed 

along both sides of the road. Despite several rides back and forth, how­

ever, nothing happened. Perhaps the kidnaper was suspicious. 
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The culmination of all this was the jailing of the man who wrote 

the letters, for almost a year, before the Government had hi s case ready. 

Finally he was tried in Roche s ter. He proved to be a man of about 

twenty, whose mother was a widow. She had been court ed by an e m­

ployee of ours at the brewery, and he used to tell her about the hu ge 

sums of money we took in eac h week. This aroused the boy's appetite 

for money, and he tried to extort it from us. The United States attorney 

used the Lindbergh Act to indict the boy, which would have meant death 

if he were found guilty. Inasm uch as no actual attempt had been made 

to collect the money, however, and because Mr. Gannett made it clear 

he didn't want the boy fo und guilty, the jury freed him. I'm willing to 

admit I was furious, but nothing could be done about it. Had he been 

tried under another law which demanded a long prison term for using the 

mails for extortion, he would have been found guilty. It was brought out 

at the trial that a family had promised the boy a job on their farm after 

everything was over. I doubt that it materialized, though, because I saw 

him around Rochester for some ye ars after. 

* * * * * * * * * 
I can sympathize deeply with anyone who has gone or may go through 

such an ordeal. The tension, lo ss of sleep, and unc ertainty were bad 

enough, but the thought of danger to my family made it all seem a hor­

rible nightmare. 

I remember a character by the name of Johnny Heisler, who tended 

bar on Friday nights in a tavern called Fiock's Place. We all knew him, 

and we'd always ask for a silver fizz, a golden fizz, a gin rickey, maid­

en's dream, or whatever e lse came into our heads. Johnny would shake 

his head and say: "Now listen, boys, be reasonable. You know I can't 

make drinks. All I can do is serve beer, and you know that, too. If 
you'll be good boys and order beer, I'll go downstairs and bring you up 

some cheese." Beer was a nickel a glass in those days, and afterwards 

he'd serve us about a dollar's worth of cheese with rye bread. I wonder 

how Fiock made any money, but I sure didn't worry about it then. It was 

this Johnny Heisler who delivered some wine one day for a customer. 

The customer had a live rabbit and asked Johnny to put this rabbit in 

the basket, along with the wine, and take it to his grandson. The man 

gave him the address, and Johnny put the rabbit in the basket with the 

wine, got on the street car, went to the Alexander Street crossing, and 

got off the car with the basket- which he set on the sidewalk. As he 

did this, the rabbit hopped out and ran between two house s . Johnny 

looked around indignantly and mmtered at the rabbit: ' ~Keep on going, 
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you damn fool. I've got the address in my pocket, but -you don't know 

where you're going." 

Johnny had s aved a few thousand dollars when some fellow hit on 

the idea of financing a female baseball team. Johnny thought it was a 

smart idea and handed over some of his money to this fellow, who ac­

tually put such a team together. This was to be a great sensation- a 

seven-day wonder- and after a few games at home, they took the team 

on the road. They got as far as Cleveland when the money began to run 

low, so the promoter le ft th e team high and dry, holding the catcher's 

mitt. He was gone for months. Finally he came home on a Christmas 

Day to hi s father's house on Brown Street. The old man opened the 

door, looked at him, and told him he'd give him a hundred dollars if he 

would go away and never come back. The fellow protested and said it 
was Christmas Day; they s hould forget any grievances on such a day. 

l-Ie proposed they have a drink to celebrate . After he was . allowed in 

the house , his fathe r gave him the keys to the wine cellar and sug­

gested he go downstairs and get a drink- and bring him one, t-oo. He 

came up with the finest champagne in the cellar. The old gentleman 

protested and said he was keeping that for guests and to bring •1p some 

beer. The outcome of it all was the guests most likely drank the beer, 

while this fe llow and his father celebrated the prodigal's return with 

the best in the house . 

I remember a few incidents that happened while I was at the Brewery 

Acad emy in New York Ci ty during 1910 and 1911. Our room faced on 

14th Street at what was called "death curve." During that period they 

still had cable cars in New York. The cars would catch hold of the 

cable as th e y rounded the c urve, and there was no effective way of 

slowing them down. As a result, there were quite a few death s caused 

by the fast -m oving cable cars- hence the name. 

Our room had a wash basin in the corner but no bathing facilities. 

We adopted a si mple plan. We would fill the wash basin in the corner 

with water, put down some new spapers , and use a big s ponge soaked 

in the water for our s hower. We called this our "quickie " s hower. Every­

thing went along fine, until we had s aturated most eve rything with 

water- the rugs , the floor, and the plaster. It happened that our room 

was directly above the dining room, and \vhen we'd go down in the morn­

ing, the woma n in charge would say there was something wrong- that 

there must be a big leak somewhere upstairs. Her wanderings soon dis­

pelled all thoughts of any more "quickie" showers. We didn't want to 

be respon s ible for the plac e floating away. 
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Right next to our hotel was the famous vaudeville house, the Keith­

Proctor Theater. I remember one occasion when a good-size Negro band 

was playing there. They used to form in the courtyard right in back of 

the theater and right next door to the hotel. In the hotel corridors there 

were buckets of water. My roommate and I were inspired one day with 

the thought of giv in g these musicians a surprise. We stationed ourselves 

in an unused room with the windows open . The band came out and formed, 

and just as they started to play and march back into the theater, we let 

them have it with the pails of water. We then quickly ran down the back 
stairs, bought a couple of tickets for the show, and watched th e last of 

the band come in shaking the water off their uniforms. They tried to 

find out who was responsible, but we were in the theater and could 

prove it, so nothing came of this escapade. It would have taught us a 
le sson - smart alecs that we were- if we had been caught. 

When I was ?trending East High School, our fraternity, Theta Phi, 

was located for a time right over the room occupied by the Pi Fi fra­

ternity of West High School. One Sunday afternoon in the spring, the 

fire engines went speeding up the main s treet of the town. Naturally 

we all ran to the window. What boy- big or small- can resist a fire? 

Jim O'Connor pic:;ked up wha t we called the "gaboo," a container brim­

ming over with cigarette butts and the lik e, and decided to empty this 

mess out of the window. As luck would have it, at that precise moment 

a member of the Pi Fi's had to stick his head out of the window below 

us. He received the full contents of the "gaboo" right on his head. No 

amount of explaining would ever convince the Pi Fi's that this had be e n 

an accident. From that time on it was war! 

* * * * * * * * * 
It's been my good fortune to visit Europe three times. The first 

trip was In 1932, with my wife and two sons. In 1935 it was with John 

Murray and my son, Jack, and in 1958 with Tom Nagle. All three were 

ocean voyages. I consider a first-class ocean liner one of the noblest 

creations of man. There is such a sweeping majesty and beauty about 

them I find myself enthralled . They provide a setting at once so elegant 
and· comfortable that one seems transported, as if by magic, to another 

world .... a moving world of gracious living. 

Our first trip, both to and from Europe, was on the magnificent 

line r, Bremen. She was my favorite- a glorious ship , with a style, 
beauty, and atmosphere I do ubt has ever been s urpassed. I wish some­
how she might have been spared being sunk by the Allies during the 
war. She was too wonderful to lie forever at the bottom of th e s ea. 
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As far as present-day liners are concerned, I think the United 

States, on which we returned from Europe in 1958, ranks first. 

Of course, no matter which one you travel on, it always seems one 

eats too much. It is almost impossible to avoid that pitfall. You have 

nothing but time and are constantly being tempted with the most deli­

cious food and ~everages- five times a day, to be exact. It takes a 

stronger-willed person than I to resist the constant lure of polite and 

solicitous stewards offering you tempting delicacies from morning 'till 

night. Most likely the food is no better than in many fine restaurants, 

but it combines with the surroundings to incapacitate your po-wers of 

resistance. There is a festive, holiday air that makes everything an 

adventure. Walking on the breezy decks, the greetings of friends and 

fellow-travelers, the appointments, the sparkling, invigorating air- all 

these make an ocean voyage unique and memorable, no matter how many 

times you've experienced it. 

Another ocean trip the whole family enjoyed was to the Caribbean. 

It was quite an adventure to see those tropical islands, the palm trees, 

the turquoise blue sea, and feel the warm air and brilliant sunshine. We 

all enjoyed every minute of it. On this trip the Kreiners were along, and 

we met the Strong family. Jack fell in love with Betts, their oldest 

daughter, and a few years later they were married. 

Our first trip to Europe was overshadowed by the attempted extor­

tion I have already mentioned in this chapter. We took along a seven­

passenger Cadillac and hired a different chauffeur in each country in 

which we traveled. This was arranged for us by the American Express, 

and in this way we toured England, Holland, France, Belgium, and Ger­

many. It was in the Fall of the year, and the big tourist rush was over. 

The country was at its best, with delightful weather most of the time. 

I was especially impressed by the scenery in England. It seemed to 

have almost a story-book beauty. The picturesque countryside, with 

clipped hedges and neat cottages, the kindly people, the air of peace 

and quiet only served to enhance this impression. 

I guess it was only natural, too, that I enjoyed the Rhine country 

so much, with its wonderful old castles perched on high hills. One 

wondered how these massive structures were ever erected, mostly by 

hand, but there they stand, and will for years to come. 

On one occasion we punctuated our trip with a visit to . Hamburg. 

We were tired and hungry and ready for a good night's rest. I secured 

two large and comfortable . rooms and told the maitre d' we would eat 

there, since we didn't feel like dressing for dinner in the dining salon. 
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I told him we were hungry and asked him what he could recom.mend that 

was especially appetizing. He mentioned chicken, lobster, and steak. 
I said: "Hold on, this is Hamburg. You s urely must specialize in ham­

burger steaks." Imagine my amusement and astoni s hment when be and 
the manager wanted to know what hamburger was! 

Germany was already in a political turmoil at that time. Everywhere 

there was evidence of Hitler's power and warlike preparations . At night 

groups of men with spades, instead of the guns forbidden by the treaty, 

would pass our hotel. Many roads had signs with "verboten" (forbidden) 

written across them. Strict discipline was in evidence everywhere as we 

looked on from the s ide line s . The air was charged with the war sp1nt. 

Engineers were everywhere, surveying buildings, including breweri es, 

for future war purpose s . 

When we were in Cologne, a huge three-day meeting was staged in 

the center of the city. There were pictures of Hitler everywhere, and 

all roads were blocked. Frantic flag waving went on amid continuous 

cheering. It was exciting, but menacing, and I didn't like any part of it. 

Although I was completely alien to the machinations of war, I couldn't 

help but see what was ahead. It was a s ick ening thought- to plunge th e 

world into a second terrible war. I was never happier to get back home. 

It is perhaps natural that being of German origin I liked German 

cooking best. However, I had always had the desire to eat at Simpson's 

on the Strand in London, because of its international reputation. We 

were staying next door at the Savoy Hotel, so I went to Simpson's for 

roast beef, as I had promised myself to do for a long time. It had be en 

customary for this place to serve you an extra helping of the roas t beef, 

without charge. Imagine my surprise whe n the waiter asked for two 

shillings more. That very day the charge for extra helpings went into 

effect, after over a hundred years of free "seconds." It seemed I hadn't 

picked the right day to visit Simpson's. 

We also visited the well-known Cheshire Cheese Inn. In the rear 

of this inn, the famous Doctor Johnson had lived, and the house still 

remains standing. It's the inn where people from all over the world 

gather for lunch. You find your table easily, because the flag of your 

country is displayed in the center. The master of ceremonies there 

holds his job only as long as he is able to tell a story that nobody else 

in the room has heard before. You can be sure he bones up on all sorts 
of strange tales, not wanting to relinquish his important position. Should 

he be successfully challenged, champagne is served, on the house, 

throughout the day, and a new emcee is chosen. Needless to say, the 
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1nn selects the very cleverest men they can find to act in this capacity. 

When we visited there, the master of ceremonies was a jov ial'E nglish­

man of generous proportions. He served the first course, a hare soup, 

as i s the custom, and the waiters served the rest of the meal. After it 

was over, the master of ceremonies told a story, and then a guessing 

contest got underway. If anyone could guess the size of the Cheshire 

cheese on display, the drinks were once more on the house. Paper and 

pen were passed around and everyone was asked to guess the weight of 

the cheese. No one did, so there were no free drinks that day. 

Some years later when John Murray, Jack, and I visited London, 

we went again to the Cheshire Inn. A rather good-looking blonde bar­

maid waited on us, and promptly at ten o'clock she said: "Gentlemen, 

drink up, last call." I inquired if I could buy everyone in the room three 

large glasses of ale, and the answer was an emphatic "yes" from all 

present. This helped my popularity with the customers but . not with the 

employees, I'm afraid. It seemed they could not put you out until you 

were through with your ale, and having three each- we were still going 

s trong at clos ing time . 

On our last trip, Mr. Nagle and I wen t back to London to the same · 

inn. The girl behind the bar looked exactly like the one that had served 

us some twenty years before. I asked her whether it was her mother who 

had had the job before her. She said no, it had been she. There must be 

something in that English air that keeps people looking so young. Either 

that or their good English ale! We had our pictures taken at the inn on 

this occasion, and they were displayed, along with numerous others, 

behind the bar. A friend of mine visited there, saw the picture, and re­

marked he knew us . The barmaid retorted that we had sure given them a 

hard time there when we ordered all those extra drinks. What long mem­

ories so me people have! I'd hoped by that time she'd forgiven us. 

It was on this visit that we hired Francis Edward Moritz as a brew 

consultant. He was also consultant to the brewery owned by the King 

and Queen of England. He made many trips to America to advise us on 

brewing methods. The breweries in England are on a very s ubstantial 

basis, a nd hav e outlets called "tied ho~ses. " They sell them every­

thing- including soft drinks, wines, and whiskey. Licenses are hard to 

get, and if a brewery has a large number of licenses, they are practically 

in business forever. We learned quite a bit about beer making and the 

handling of beer in res taurants. 
We visited the world-famous Bass Brewery, o wned by the Guiness 

family and supposedly the largest brewery in the wo rld. We were given 
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a wonderful reception there and presented with a bottle of sixty-five 

year old ale brewed by King Edward the Seventh, which I still have. 

Upon the coronation of a new king, it is customary for him to supervise 

the brewing of one batch of ale, thereafter known as the "King's Ale." 

We signed the visitor's book on the same page with the Prince of Sweden 

and the Prince of Wales. We were tendered a champagne luncheon by 

the heads of the brewery. Here I arranged to purchase some huge casks 

from a cooper shop formerly belonging to the Bass Brewery, along with 

a Burton ale fermenting outfit. This I had erected at our brewery, and 

we stored the ale in the cask containing the original flavor of the Bass 
Ale, of which there is no finer. This ale we called "Stratford." As it 

happened, we were way ahead of our time, and in a couple of years de­
cided to discontinue making that ale. Now that I look back, we should 

have kept on, because the taste of the American public was changing, 

and I'm sure that Stratford Ale would have been a big seller today. 

Before leaving London we all purchased costumes to be worn at 
a party we planned to give soon after our return home. It was a lot of 

fun to select them, because we knew our guests would be expecting 
something out of the ordinary, and we didn't want to disappoint them. 

John Murray bought a Scotch kilt uniform, but I won't say how he looked 

in it. Jack chose an Ascot suit, including a high grey hat to top it off, 

and he looked quite sharp in it. I selected a deer hunting outfit for my­

self and looked the way Louie Wehle would in a deer hunting outfit! We 

wore them on our return home and took quite a bit of kidding, but we 
didn't mind, since it was all part of the fun. We did find occasion to use 

them a number of times thereafter. 
s hould also mention that before we went abroad on thi s trip, a 

party was given in our honor at the Genesee Valley Club, and we de­

cided to give everyone gifts and postcards then instead of sending them 

from Europe. They received some great gift s ! One was awning material 

for a sports coat. Another was old pieces of dried-up cheese , suppo sed­

ly from England. Then there was an English hare, which was nothing 

but domestic American rabbit. Best of all, though, was a multi-colored 

duck that was literally out of thi s world. We dyed one wing red, another 

yellow, and his body a bright green! This duck was put in Tom Nagle's 

car, and when he got home and opened the back, the duck flew out. The 

next morning his yardman came running into the house and excitedly 
told Tom Nagle about the funniest, strangest duck he had ever seen 
running around the yard, with fea thers like a rainbow. Just what should 
he do about it? Tom Nagle went along with the joke, kept a s traight 
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face, and told him to breed it and become famous. As it happened, the 

first rain washed the dye off the duck, and he turned out to be a pure 

white, plain ordinary duck! 

I had always wanted to go to South America, but Tom had heard of 

some Nagle Mountains in Ireland and had an idea his folks had had 

something to do with them .... so to Ireland we went, via London. In the 

latter place we hired a large car with a liveried chauffeur and drove 

around the Emerald Isle in great style. Ireland is one of the most beau­

tiful countries I have ever seen, and it certainly lives up to its reputa­

tion. The country is so peaceful and the people so polite and willing 

to he lp you at every turn you c.an't help but appreciate it all. I reall y 

fell in lov e with the country, and I can easily see why so many Irish in 

America long to see it again .. When so many people are homesick for a 

place, you may be sure there are good reasons. Everything is a fresh, 

brilliant green- the fields, bushes, hedges, even the trees along the 

highways. There are so many beautiful lakes at unexpected places; 

hills and low mountains -with every mile affording new vistas of beauty 

and peace. 

We actually found the Nagle Mountains in the South of Ireland, and 

we also visited an estate where some of Tom's people had formerly 

lived. The house by this time had been burned down during the Irish 

Revolution, as they had been considered English sympathizers. 

The countless small farms are beautifully kept and every available 

inch of soil is worked to the limit. Ireland is really a little bit of Heaven, 

eve n if it is perhaps a little too cool and damp for American tastes. 

One does see poverty everywhere, but it doesn't have that run-down 

hopeles s look on e sees in some places in our own country. 

In Ireland we were again entertained by the officials of the Bass 

Brewery. They simply didn't seem to be able to do enough for us. We 

were given a fine champagne dinner which was thoroughly e11joyed by 

us all. The me n there had many connections in our country, because, 

as you know, we have more Irish in America in proportion to Ireland, 

than any other country in the world. 

Th e Iri s h have been lovers of dogs since the beginning of their 

history, and no country has lavish e d greater devotion to this "friend of 

man.'' Their kennels are very interesting places to visit, and I only 

wished we had more time to go the rounds. Tom bought an Irish Setter 

and I a Retriever and Pointer, each of which won ii1 field trials, both in 

England and Ireland, and were magnific e nt anin~als. 

We were impressed by the large number of "pubs" in Ireland and 
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the many betting places everywhere. At that time there was very little 

industry, as we know it, although I hear that has changed somewhat in 

the past ten years. At that time we saw no radio- nor, of course, tele­

vision- stations, no powerhouses except a few that burned peat for 

fuel. Every weekday morning the roads were lin ed with little one-horse, 

two-wheel carts that carried milk to the creameries nearby. After it is 

delivered, the farmer usually s tops off at his favorite pub for a little 

refreshment. 

There were few tractors, but don't think for a minute that affects 

the Iri s h bacon. It is absolutely the most delicious I have ever eaten, 

bar none. The reason is that the y allow their hogs to grow five or six 

hundred pounds, and they cure the bacon with peat moss, which impart s 

a marvelous flavor. 

I hired two Irishmen to work on my farm, as I could see they were 

hard worke rs and seemed to want to come to America. However, it didn't 

work out too well for them. I would have kept them, because they were 

fine, steady men, and were quick to catch on to our ways. 

But they l onged for the Irish countryside and could nor seem to 

adapt themselves to our faster ways, so they soon returned home. They 

admired America, bur it was too much for them, and in a way I couldn't 

blame them. 

While we were stopping at the Hibernia Hotel in Dublin, I saw Tom 

over in the corner of the lobby talking to an old English couple. Tom is 

the friendly type and en joyed talking to anyone who seemed ready for a 

bit of a chat. I walked over to see if I could get him away from this 

couple without embarrassment, and he introduced them as the Duke and 

Duchess of Athol. Being a bit suspicious that a real Duke and Duchess 

would talk to a stranger, I felt convinced that they were passing them­

selves off as royalty. I asked a passing headwaiter, and he confirmed 

it- they were the Duke and Duchess of Athol, with the bluest blood in 

all of Ireland ... . so Tom had the laugh on me. 

I sho uld nor forger to say, as a final reminiscence on Ireland, that 

on the way over we were fortunate enough to win several boar pools, so 

we made enough money to pay for. all of our expenses. We returned with 

the feeling that we had really "gotten our money's worth," no matter 

how you look ed a t it. We were even received by the Mayor of Dublin, a 

very genial and hospitable gentleman. He had visited in the United 

States, and when we we re there, we called his office and said we would 

like to drop in and say hello. It sure takes the Irish to put on a good 

show. The Lord Mayor received us in full regalia at Government House, 
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no less. He had hung a heavy gold chain around his neck, with the 

emblem of Mayor conspicuously on it, and we were both flattered and 

impressed. He treated us to a glass of Irish Mist, and upon our leaving, 

he presented us with a bottle of famous Irish liquor, which I still have 
at home and prize highly. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Here's a dog story I think may amuse you, although perhaps it 

wasn't so amusing when it happened. Governor Harriman's wife, Maria, 

is a very gracious lady with great tact. It happened thar she presented 
Mrs. Wehle with a wire-haired Dachshund, a son of a male and female 

she had purchased in France, and a dog with quite a pedigree. The 
Governor assured me that this dog was housebroken and that we would 

have no trouble with him. I.t seemed when we reached home, however, 
that this was not the case. The Governor knew it, but the dog did not. 

I sent him to a dog trainer, but upon his return we found his manners 

were no better than before. That wint~r, Governor and ~Jrs. Harriman 

invited us to a small cocktail party at their lovely Hobe Sound, Flori­

da, home. We decided to take along the dog, inasmuch as his father 

and mother were going to be there, and the dogs could have a great time 

running around the big living room. While we were talking, the Governor 
suddenly grabbed me by the arm and said: "Look, Louie, see what that 

dog of yours is doing." : looked, and the dog had conveniently lifted 

his leg on the heaviest fringed chair in the living room. I said: "Gover­
nor, don't worry, remember you told me the dog was house broken.'' How­
ever, our host had to ring for the butler to bring in a mt.: p a nd dr y up th e 
chair and surrounding territory. So even dogs from the very best sur­

roundings and with the longest pedigrees don't always liv e up to their 

supposed reputations, it seems. 

You may recall I mentioned how our families got together on Sun­

days. On this particular day I have in mind there were twelve of us. lvly 

two sons were discussing a billboard that Anheuser-Busch Brewing 

Cori1pany had just put out. After considerable discussion, Penny, my 

"middle" granddaughter, turned to me with her big brown eyes extra 

wide and said: "Gramps, what does Anheuser-Busch make?" I said: 
"Penny, they make beer." She asked in astonishment: "What, is there 

another beer besides Genesee?" 
Back in the thirties, we decided to visit every corner of the country, 

all in one year, and we did just that. Taking my family with me, we 
traveled from Florida to Maine to Washington, Oregon, Southern Califor­
nia, into Mexico, and even included a trip through the Grand Canyon. 
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We gained a first-hand unde rs tanding of the greatness of our coun­

try, its potentialities , it s great po we r, the kind of people who inhabit 

it, and why it i s th e one s pot on thi s earth where one may live at peace 

with himself. I am s ure we were better Americans for this on-the-spot 

e xpenence. 

* * * * * * * * * 
This happe ned wh e n I was quite young, when we lived on Gibbs 

Street in Rochester. Right opposite us lived an elderly man, and it was 

his invariable custom to get out his garden hose and .s prinkle the lawn 

and his flow e rs Juring a rain s torm, hard as it i s to believe. He claimed 

that the rain was no good for vege ta tion, and he wanted to dilute thi s 

injurious rain a s much as possible . Of course, everyo ne knew the exact 

opposite was true , but you couldn't convince the old gentleman. 

It was our custom for man y years to go to the Kentucky Derby. Each 

year about tw e lve couples went along, and we always had a great time. 

We generally carri ed our own food, drinks, and an extra bartender and 

used two private Pullmans. On one s uch occasion we all cro wded on 

th e bus at Loui sville we had arranged for our party. Ju s t as we did, 

Doh Dailey s ugges te d that I give eac h of them their own Derby tickets, 

so as to avoid bothe r lat er on. I was dumbfounded. I asked, "What tick­

e ts?" Don said he had see n them in my desk drawer at home. I told him 

I had new s for him. The y were still in my desk drawer! You can imagine 

how e ver yo ne reac ted to that and how s tupid I felt that I had made s uch 

a te rrible mistake . As luck wo uld have it, though, we knew a brew er in 

Louisville, a nd we took our troubles to him. He told us that the re wa s 

only one set of tick e ts printed, and th e only way the thing could be 

worked out was to hav e the ti cke ts print ed again. He contact ed the rac e 

track people whom he knew, a nd th ey arrange d to start th e printing 

press espec iall y for us and print us a duplicate s e t of tickets. We also 

had to de posit th e money that the original ·tickets had cost and have the 

original ticke ts in their hands before we left Louisville. Of course, we 

we re glad to co mpl y with this reasonable request, feeling pretty lucky 

that we could get around what see med lik e an insurmountable obstacle. 

We saw th e rac es , but yo u may be su re I took a lot of kidding. I s hudde r 

to think what they would hav e don e to me if we could not hav e e ntered 

the track. I can't say we were all a s lucky at winning, but that might 

be a not her story. 
Rus s Walker, a sa les man from Buffalo who sold us flour, wa s a 

great fri e nd of n1in e in the o ld days, and still is. Russ was a shrewd 

salesman, a very good bridge pla ye r and a delightful companion. We 
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took many a trip togethe r, and I enjoyed his company. /llany tim es we 

included wives, and th ey were also great friend s. He even tuall y bought 

a summer home we had built at Wilson, New York. He now lives in 

Louisville and represents the Steuben Glass Company. 

Another good fri end I like to recall i s Wes /llarksen. Before he 

died he was the treasurer of the city of Syracuse. He was a fin e fellow 

-good-looking, with a charm that made him many friends. He had a tre­

mendous sense of humor, and I laughed practically all of the time when 

we were together. You always felt better after you had been with Wes, 

so it's no wonder he was so popular. He made people forget th e ir troubl es, 

and that' s a great trait, to my way of thinking. He joined me in a brewery 

venture in Syracuse, and for a time he was the sales manager. Unfor­

tunate ly, he died entirely too· early, at around fort y years of age. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Since 1929 we have been visiting Florida. The state was JUst 

emerging from one of the greatest land booms in history. People from 

all over the country, and even the world, had been speculating in Flori­

da real estate. It became a national mania. Town s were laid out, s ide­

walks and roads were built at great expense, and everybod y got read y 

to make a lot of money. In this country we don't do things by halves. 

When we speculate, we go overboard. If one man opens a successful 

business, or perhaps strikes it rich, others flock to the scene ready to 

cash in on the big profits. That is what we call "free enterprise," and 

it has made our country prosper. But there are also drawbacks. In Florida 

people lost and made fortun es on paper, without hardly a dollar pass ing 

hands many times. Your property would be worth so much in the morning 

and twice as much in the afternoon. You inve sted in ground without 

seeing it, just from a blue print, onl y to find out it was under wate r. 

Pa2ers all over the country carried lurid advertising proclaiming the 

wonders of Florida, its climate and its potentials- the la st frontier, it 

was called. Real estate offices and individual salesmen spro ut ed all 

over the place and in the most unlikely places. High-price publicit y 

men were hired from the north to boost the merits of th e ir s pecial sub­

divisions with all sorts of gla moro us name s . Ev e n the famou s \\'i lliam 

J ennings Bryan extolled the virtues of Coral Gables, a s ubur b of ~liami , 

and the excitement in that area was at fever pitch for some tim e . Thi s 

could last only a few years, and then, of course, the in evi table happened. 

The bubble burst, and all those wo nde rful dreams faded. Thousands of 

people woke up to find them selves with property that was now wo rth 

almos t nothing. Those who had th e capital and foresight mad e invest-
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ments at that time, and they reaped fortunes later on. It took a good ten 
years for Florida to get over that spree, and evidences of it lasted 

much longer. There are still ghost towns today in some parts of Florida, 

where you can see weed-covered roads, cracked sidewalks and old 

broken-down buildings where once a booming city was planned. As close 

. as Lake Park, just north of West Palm Beach, you can see the wide 

streets laid out during the boom period. Fortunately, this place is now 

growing rapidly and on a substantial basis, but it w.as a ghost town for 

some years. Even with all of that, though, Florida did come back, and 

now is one of our fastest-growing states, but on a solid basis that 

brings reasonable prosperity to its owners. There have been other land 

booms in this country, but I think Florida beat them all. 

On our first visit in 1929 we visited the West Coast, and th en later 

on the famous East Coast, especially that strip called "the Gold Coast," 

stretching from Palm Beach to Miami. Henry Flagler had made Palm 

Beach famous, and today his magnificent mansion there has become a 

museum. It was considered one of the finest private reside nces in all 

the world, but he did not live very long to enjoy it. 

We have owned various houses. We owned one at Miami Beach. We 

built a beautiful one on South County Road in Palm Beach, and th en 

sold it after occupying it for two years. Then we built a large hou se in 

Stuart. After three years of occupying this home, we donated it to the 

Jesuits and purchased a cooperative apartment at 455 Worth Avenue in 

Palm Beach, which is our present winter headquarters in the South. 

These cooperatives have grown tremendously popular in the last fiv e 

years. They fulfill a long-felt need- a place to live in you can call 

your own, without all of the trouble and work of maint a ining grounds, 

all of which is very expensive in Florida. 

I am willing to admit the Florida sunshine holds a great attraction 

for me, but perhaps its greatest charm to an old fisherman is the fre s h 

and salt water angling you can enjoy down there. Of course everybody 

knows about the wonderful "river that flo ws into the sea," the Gulf­

stream. It's one of the finest places in the world to do some plain and 

fancy fishing. This stream flow s closest to the North American conti­

nent directly opposite Palm Beach- and it varies from two to five 

miles off shore. The water seldom goes below 70 degree s , e ve n in win­

ter, and in the warm summer months sometimes touches the low nineties. 

I have fished th e re many times, catching sail, marlin, grouper, mack­

erel, king, dolphin, tro ut, shook, pompano, and many others, includin g 

shark and even turtles. Lake Okeechobee, second largest fresh water 
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lake in our country, is the home of the big mouth bass, and many men 

enjoy going over there for a change since it's not far from the Palm 
Beaches. 

At Stuart, about twenty-five miles north of West Palm Beach, I 

purchased three hundred acres on the St. Lucie River, which also boasts 

excellent fishing grounds. This place of mine was partly in citrus 

groves, and the balance in hammock. After the house was built, I had 

great fun shoving back the wilderness with huge bulldozers, logging the 

pine on the high ground, building canals to drain the land, and making 

ponds for fishing. This was real work, because Florida has to be cleared 

before you can make it productive. There is a great deal of sand, and 

the s oil i s not naturally rich except in the Everglades where the rich 

mud-like soil produces great winter vegetable crops. I released several 

thousand big mouth bass and breem, and they sure mllltiplied. Within 

two years we had a lot of fun catching them. The canals attracted alli­

gators, turtles, and snakes. Many a rattler was killed, some coming 

close to the house. I had four houses on this place- a caretaker's, a 

manager's, the main house, and the beachcomber's shack. This was the 

first structure I built on the place. That's where the boys and I used to 

sleep on our fishing trips to the plantation, as I called the place. Often 

the grandchildren would urge us to stay at the beachcomber's shack 

rather than at the South County Road house or even the new house on 

the plantation. Children love informality. They are not impressed by 

fancy surroundings, and would much rather relax and enjoy themselves 

where they don't have to be careful of what they do and what they 

touch. I can't blame them, and it's a healthy trait. When· you get away 

from the artificial things of our civilization, you usually feel better. 

At least, most men and boys feel that way about it. It is perhaps a good 

th.ing that the women have different ideas, otherwise we probably would 

not have become civilized at all. 

This plantation in Stuart had once been the center of an excellent 

citrus grove, but it had gone to seed, and the grass was head high. 

Things do grow that rapidly in Florida, and if you don't keep things 

up, land soon gets out of hand. The jungle creeps in, and it becomes as 

it used to be before men cleared it. I planted new citrus trees and en­

joyed the challenge immensely. It was like pioneering all over again, 

and that has always appealed to me. My old friend, John Woggan, who 

was the head cake baker of the Wehle Baking Company and who'd re­

tired, came down to take charge. I believe he enjoyed the work as much 

as I did. He was the man who knew what work was. 
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I remember on one occas10n we had a big beefsteak party at the 

shack and brought the guests up on the Yacht Gen esee III. We came 

ashore, and I broiled steaks for about twenty-five people. Betts was 
there with the children, and Teddy was fishing off the pier I had built 

in front of the shack. He caught a big jack and was he the proud young­

ster! He found a piece of rope that must have been about an inch thick, 

succeeded in getting one end through the gills of the fish, and then 

proceeded to drag hi s prize catch a number of tim es through the hou se 

to be sure all would see and admire it. Everything went along fine until 

the fish had lain in the hot sun· for a couple of hours and began to get 

pretty "anti-social." Teddy still in s isted on dragging it through th e 

house until we finally put a stop to it. 

This Stuart property turned out to be an excellent investment. Be­

sides disposing of the house and property, plus what I had already sold 

to a developer, the price totaled a half a million dollars- and all this, 

mind you, from a $35,000 investment. I was fortunate to hire as my at­

torney Senator Evans Crary of Stuart, who incide ntally was the yo unges t 

Speaker of the Assembly in the history of Florida. A very brilliant man, 

he became a good friend of min e . We entered into various business 

deals together, all of which turn ed out to our advantag e . He has a keen 

sense of humor and is very popular. In turn, he is a wise counselor. 

Everything I ever bought through hi s advice was sold at a profit. I look 

forward to spending at least four months of the year under that Florida 

sun. I be lieve it has a lot to do with maintaining my good health. If I 

can make a dollar here and there, that won't hurt my health a bit, either. 

One time we rented a house in Palm Beach. It was on Clarke Av e­

nue, a large hous e , but with no central heating. When you have been in 

Florida as many times as I have, you learn that you experience chilly 

spells once in a while, and they can last for some time. They can be 

mighty uncomfortable, especially in those houses without the right heat. 

We leased this large, cold house for one year and the following year we 

moved to Golden Beach to a very fine house right on the ocean. The n 

the time came when we thought we should build a ·house on South County 

Road, opposite the beautiful Everglades Club golf course. This was a 

beautiful home in the French provincial manner, decorated in light pas­

tel shades with handsome furniture to match. It proved a bit too fine for 

us, with the grandchildren romping around, so we disposed of it. 

I took my grandsons out fishing in Florida many times, especially 

before they went to school, and we had some wonderful times. I remem­

per once when we caught nearly one hundred Spanish mackerel, and the 
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boys were in "Seventh Heaven." This fish, by the way, is one of the 

tastiest caught in those waters and is very popular commercially. We 

had a picture taken of this huge catch, and I'm sure my grandsons will 
prize it as long as they live. 

Once while fishing with Bill Harrison off Palm Beach, in 1958, we 

were lucky enough to run into a big school of dolphin and, as I recall, 

we boated about thirty-six of them. They are very fast fish and excel­
lent fighters. 

Last year I flew to Grand Bahama and then took a jeep south about 

sixty-five miles to a place called Deep Water Cay. The lodge there is 
like a beautiful Palm Beach place, with fine furnishings and sleeping 

quarters apart from the main residence. Here, fishing in two hours, I 

exhausted all the tackle and lost a number of good-size fish, much to 

my disgust. They took the bait and swam away with it as the lines were 

not heavy enough to hold them. I am not going to give up, though, and 

plan to try again next year with heavier tackle. 

One time I arranged to go to Bimini for marlin and sailfish. At that 

time we had the 75-footer which had formerly belonged to George Rup­

pert, of the brewery with the same name. On the very first day at Bimini, 
I caught and boated one white marlin. Jack, several years later, hooked 

and boated three blue marlin that weighed, I believe, twelve hundred 

pounds all told. One of these was the second best blue marlin caught 

up to that time. I made several other trips to Bimini, accompanied by 

Don Dailey, Fred Huberlie , Tom Nagle, and my son, Jack. We always 

had a lot of fun, because we liked the same things, and when you get a 

congenial bunch of men together, you have the makings of some pretty 

wonderful times. Bimini, by the way, was rum-running headquarters 

during the Prohibition era, and I'm sure there were some pretty exciting 

encounters with the authorities in those hectic days. Now all is peace­

ful and quiet, and the sun and sea have taken over. Bimini is only a few 

short miles east of Palm Beach. I remember on one occasion the sand 

flies caused us a great deal of discomfort. I don't think I'm exaggerating 

when I say that some of the men were bitten as many as four thousand 

times. I recall telephoning Miami SOS, telling them to send over a half 

dozen of the biggest bottles of Absorbine, Jr. on the next plane. My so­

called order arrived the next day- six sample bottles. It was enough for 

about one application per man. After that we had to use alcohol, as the 

men were in pretty serious condition. Some of them had sores for four 

months after. So you see, everything isn't always peaches and cream­

even in Bimini. 
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On another occasion I had Frank Martin as my guest. After we spent 

several days fishing in Bimini, we decided to return to Florida. I still 

had the 75-footer. On our way back we got caught in a severe storm. It 

was really king-size. I was mighty thankful when we finally docked at 

the custom's office on the mainland. 

Several years later, I had a steel Dutch-built yacht. Here again, on 

our way back from Bimini to Palm Beach, we ran into a storm. This time 

I was sure we were goi-ng down. Between the wave's and the wind we 

felt pretty helpless, in spite of the fact that we had a beautifully-built 

craft, made to s tand almost anything. I remember standing on the deck 

holding on for dear life to one of the masts, and praying Lhal we wo uld 

be able to make it. The boat got into the trough of the sea and did not 

have power enough to get out of it immediately. I tell you, we had a 

few bad moments then. ] im Langford, brother of Franc es Langford, was 

the captain of the boat on that trip, and a mighty good one at that. He 

handled the boat perfectly, and I was sure grateful we had him along. 

When we reac hed home , I decided to put a larger engine in the boat, but 

it was not practical, so I looked around for another boat. 

* * * * * * * * * 
During the last World War we operated a distillery on Exc hange 

Street in Roch este r. It was formerly called the Rochester Di s tilling 

Company, and it was about two-thirds completed when we took over. It 

had never functioned before we took over, and we completed it by taking 

equipment from the old bre wery in Syracuse, as well as from Genesee, 

and tying the various units toge ther, we operated as best we could. At 

that time, machin e ry and olher e quipment could not be obtained du e to 

gove rnm e nt res trictions. After purchasing a s till that formerly was in 

the hands of bootleggers on an island in the St. Clair Rive r, we re­

modeled everything and got under way. It was a losing proposition at 

the onset, but as time went on it made us some money. Eventually, we 

became so efficient and productive, that the people in Washington ad­

mired our efforts- especially as we were operating with more or less 

non-descript equipment . For that rea son , it was recommended by the 

powers that be in the Pentagon that we rate a Navy "E." At a meeting 

of the board consisting, I believe, of eight men, all voted for this a ward 

ex cept one "dry" admiral who said that under no circumstances should 

a Navy "E" be awarded a brewery. This was pretty heartbreaking for 

us, because we felt we had made a valuable contribution to the cause. 

I the refore asked George Kelly, form er Congressman from our district, 
to intercede and arrange a meeting. George had been with us in an · 
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official capacity for some years- a valuable advis er and close friend of 

mine. I wanted to be able to state our case personally before President 

Truman, and George arranged it. He accompanied me to Washington to 

make a ll the ne ces sary arrangements. When we were passed and OK'd 

by the "G Men" and members of President Truman's staff, we were 

finally ushered into his office at the White House. I explained, rather 

heatedly, our cause for complaint. It certainly fell on sympathetic ears, 
I must say. He repeated over and over, "I'll take care of it, Wehle." I 

pointed out that over fifty per cent of our entire output was going to the 

military, and that fact seemed to impress him. His last remark to me 

was : "Don't worry, Wellle, somebody is going to get a good kick in th e 

pants for this." But in all honesty, and for the record, I must report that 

even the President of the United States could not sway that "dry" 

admiral, and we never got our Navy "E." 

* * * * * * * * * 
Here 's a little personal incident that may be amusing now, but sure 

didn't strike me as such when it happened. Some years ago my doctor 

decided that I should go to the hospital to get a few shots of penicillin 

before I had some teeth ex tracted. I went to the hospital and got the 

s hot s as ordered. On the third morning, promptly at seven o'clock, I 

a woke to find two nurs es s tanding alongside my bed, one on each side, 

and the y looked as though they meant business. I s aid: "Hey, what's 

go ing on here?" They told me to take it easy- everything would be all 

right. They waited until two more nurses came and th en, be tween the 

four of them, they pulled me over on to a stretcher and wheeled me to 

the operating room, where they again transferred me to an operating 

table . By thi s time, I felt like a trapped animal. One was adjusting the 

lights, and eve ry time I started to protest, they would tell me to ''please 

be quiet." Finally they put some sand bags around me and got the gas 

out, preparatory to putting me out. I said: "What in H--- is going on 

here? This is no way to have your teeth pulled out." One of the nurses 

said: "Teeth pulled out? We're going to take out your gall bladder." 

"Like H--- you are," I shouted, and I began to yell for my doctor. The 

head nurse came running in and wanted to know what the trouble was. 

I explained that I was in the hospital to have some teeth extracted, not 

to have my gall bladder removed. She stopped everything and returned 

to look at my chart. She was terribly sorry they had made a mistake, 

but they would have been sorrier if they had gone through with it. As I 

was taken from the room I still kept yelling for my dentist, Dr. Pammen­
ter. He came in, and shortly thereafter Dr. Drysdale arrived on the scene, 
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and they wanted to know what had happened. I told them I'd tell them 

what didn't happen, and that was that I still had my gall bladder, no 

thanks to the hospital. I hope you can extract a little amusement from 

this now, but at the time it didn't seem very funny to me. 

My reminiscences would not be complete without another mention 

of Bill Harrison, who was assistant s ales manager at Genesee for a 

good many years. He came with us almost at the s tart and always had 

the knack of making fast friends with our distributors. Anyone engaged 

in the brewing business knows how important that i s to the s uccess of 

the business . You ma y brew an excelle nt beer, but unle ss you have the 

right men to di s tribut e it, yo u're laboring unde r a great handicap. Bill 

not only was a first-class pick er of men, but I believe in s om e cases 

he confidentially financed some of them if they showed unusual prom­

ise. He was a great he lp in many ways , giving them practical advice, 

encouraging the beginners , and even helped them in setting up their 

books and getting the ir operations in first-class shape. Bill made a 

wonderful record, and he can be proud of his contributions , many times 

beyond th e line of duty. In due tim e , Bill retired and bought a home in 

Florida. Even today, though, I s till rely on him for help in running my 

properties down there. I con s ult him freely about the brewing busine ss 

also, because he has never gotten out of touch with things , and I am 

sure he will alwa ys retain hi s interest as long as he i s with us . When I 

am in Florida, he and I get together quite often, and we have remained 

fast friends over all these years. I wish there were more men like him 

-life would be even nicer than it i s now for me. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Prior to the e lection of 1955, Dick Balch, Chairman of the State 

Democratic Committee , and I sat in Governor Harriman's living room of 

his town hous e in Ne w York City. We we re discussing the campaign then 

under way, and Harriman waxed enthusiastic a bo ut his recent trip to 

Syracuse. He mentioned to Dick tha t his reception had been most grati­

fying, with a big, enthusiastic crowd, and they had applauded him re­

peatedly. He turned to Di ck and said: "You should have been along, 

Dick, it would have done your heart good." Surprised , Dick said : "Wait 

a minute. Who sat alongside you all the way to Syracuse, next to you at 

the meeting there, and then came back to New York with you?" "Oh," 

Harriman said, "That's right, you were along." Which goes to prove that 

even governors don't a lway s have the best of memories. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Some years ago Dewey Hill, a friend of mine, heard me say that 
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Herbert Hoover had not made a good president, and that in particular I 

didn't particularly care for him, because he had opposed the return of 

beer. Dewey pointed out to me that I really didn't know the man- that 

he was different today. Dewey suggested that arrangements should be 

made for me to meet him. I called on Mr. Hoover in his suite at the 

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York and spent half an hour with him. 

When I left him, I had gained an entirely different picture of the man. I 

found him to be a great humanitarian, an American of no mean ability, 

and one who was trying to do good fo~ all of us. I almost- but not quite 

-forgave him for his famous statement that prohibition was a "noble 

experiment." 

And to do Mr. Hoover even greater justice, he is a man who has 

grown in stature through the years since his presidency. His experience 

and wisdom have always been at the disposal of his country, so that he 

now holds a unique place in the regard and admiration of his fellow 

Americans. Some years ago he was asked to make an exhaustive study 

of our government operation to see whether greater economies could be 

suggested. He made a notable contribution in this difficult field, with­

out compensation, and many of his recommendations have already been 

put into effect in the elimination of wasteful practices and overlapping 

departments. 

It is a pleasure to pay this tribute to a great American, even if I 

didn't vote for him. 

Reminiscences! I could go on indefinitely, but now I must stop. I 

have jumped all over the place- back and forth over the years- here 

and there. There has been so much to see- so much to do- so much to 

learn. I have had a lot of fun, and in my family, my business, and my 

friends I have lived the kind of life that has appealed to me. I am grate­

ful for that. 

Perhaps over the years I have trod on some toes, as I know some 

people have s tepped on mine. As you grow older, these things begin to 

assume less importance in your eyes. I hope that at last I am old and 

mature enough to let bygones be bygones- that is the way I should like 

it to be . 

Reminiscences! The past links with the present, and the present 

with the future in the endless march of time. What we cannot control 

and what i s beyond our knowledge and strength must be left to the One 

who is greater than we! 

- 155-



CHAPTER 12 

What Others Say I 11 Print 

It i s always interes ting to see what others think of us, especially 

when tl1ey say it in print. Perhaps it i s not always flatt e ring, but help s 

yo u see yourse.lf as othe rs see you. 

B ut even when others talk about you in print, th ey naturally do 

no t always put int o th e printed wo rd what they may say to yo u face to 
face, a nd that works both ways. It has been my experience in life to 
mee t a great many people of all kind s . And it is only natural that I have 

made different impression s on differenc people. Many ti"mes one think s 

that he has projected himself in one way only to discover that it has 
tu rn ed out quit e differently . 

One of th e tr ait s for whic h America is well known is it s lack of 

revere nc e for many people and insti tutions. We have a te nd ency to do a 

grea t deal of kid ding. Thi s i s fr e quentl y done to hide our true fee lings, 

and has a ce rtain therape uti c effect on us . Americans love a joke, both 

about others and abo ut th emselv es. To be kno wn as a man who can't 

take it, is to place one pretty low on the totem pole of pop ul arit y. In 

a typical American bus ine ss office you hea r a great deal of joking , and 

that has had a tendency to keep us from becoming s tuffed s hirt s and 

taking ourselves too seriou s ly. To be taken do wn a peg every so ofte n 

has a tendenc y to keep our egos wh ere th ey belong, well within co n­
trol. 

In thi s chapter you will see th a t a good many s ubjects and act ivi­

ti es have been to uch ed upon. This is to give a cross-section of th e 

thinking of others about me. I cannot say that I always ag ree with them , 
b:.~ t th a t is be s ide th e point. What is most important i s th at here are a ll 
kinds of people who have put into print, things about a fell ow traveler. 

And that i s as it should be. It i s a practical demon s tra tion of the way 

our democracy works . Th at i s one thing Europeans notic e very quickly 

whe n they fir s t become acquainted with t~e give and tak e of American 

life. At first they are shocked a t the first-name calling one hears even 

in the more dignified offices . They have been brought up otherwise, 

and th ey see in it a lack of proper dignity and decorum. B ut after they 

look below the surface of their first impressions they discover that this 
i~ an indication of the spirit th a t makes our coumry so unique. Here we 
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are rich, progressive and with many traits that make for greatness. But 

with all that, we manage to keep our sense of proportion , realize that no 

one is supreme in this scheme of life and no one is immune to criticism. 

Perhaps you wi.ll get a better picture of me if you read these ex­

cerpts from a presentation that was made in November of 1959 at the 

Saints and Sinners annual dinner. It was all in the spirit o.f fun. 

Each year the Saints and Sinners, a group of city and are,; business­

men and civic leaders, turn the proceeds of this annual luncheon to 

three charities encompassing the three faiths - Catholic, Jewish and 

Protestant. So the purpose of all the joking and partying is a very 

worthwhile one. 

What wem on there will give you a typical example of the ego­

deflation technique that is so popular in this country. If a man a.:.:com­

plishes anything at all he often becomes the target of ribald remarks, 

many in pure fun, many in actual admiration, yet underlaid with truth 

that helps give it a balance and purpose in a dressing that is palatable 

to all except the most serious-minded. 

What you will read is the creation of a certain gentleman by the 

name of Les Kramer. The mere fact that he and I are still friends il­

lustrates exactly what I mean about all Lhis. Les is a man with a deft 

hand at the King's English, and he hasn't spared the horses in this 

instance. Needless to say I enjoyed it immensely. I thoug.ht it pretty 

wonderful that any man of Les's stature, and that a group like the 

Saints and Sinners' would take the time and trouble to use me as their 

target. I am grateful to them all, even if some of the remarks do not 

show the proper respect! 

And this is how it goes: 

"Louse Biography of Fall Guy Louis A. Wehle." 

"The gentlemen who organized this luncheon today had one pur­

pose in mind - to pay homage to a citizen of Rochester who is known -

far and wide - as a patriot- statesman - philanthropist - and a human­

itarian. Unfortunately, the louse* backed* out on us - and we had to 

settle for a part-time beer salesman. t • Words clear2ed up slightly.) 

"Look at him: Louis A. Wehle: The oldest "nature boy" this side 

of Albany. Take away his moustache, and what have you got? --­

KHRUSHCHEV! 

"Well, as long as we're stuck with him this far, we might as well 

go through the rest of the routine -and make believe that his life story 

is worth listening to. 
''Lou Wehle was born, here in Rochester, on the twenty-second day 
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of September, in the year 1889. That would make him now- let's see -

thirty-nine years old. 

"His papa, John Wehle, was superintendent of the old Bartholomay 
Brewery on St. Paul Street. Lou had two older brothers and two younger 

brothers, none of whom ever became controversial. 

"He did the usual things a lot of other Rochester kids did in those 

days of the Gay Nineties- attended Public School No. 14 - had a news­

paper route -delivered flowers for E. R. Fry -and ·was graduated with 
smiles of pride from his family and sighs of relief from his teachers. 

''Then followed a spell of High School - old East High - where 

he is remembered only as having joined the Theta Pi fraternity. 

''It was during his high school days - while he was in that stage 

of life between infancy and adultery - that we first find Lou Wehle 

mixed up in politics. He made an election bet on the Democrats to win, 

bl!-t they double-crossed him. They lost. His school chum, who later 
became Judge O'Connor, had to be paid off. O'Connor sat himself down 

in a wheelbarrow, and Lou proceeded to wheel him from the New York 

Central Station down Central Avenue up to Main Street, down Main 

Street to the Democratic-Chronicle Building, and back to the New York 

Central Station. They were accompanied by a troupe of kids in clown 

costumes - whooping and hollering and capering about. As the proces­

sion turned into Main Street from Central Avenue, a couple of older 

folks happened to come along - Mr. John Wehle and his good wife Eliz­

abeth - the parents of the boy who was _pushing the wheelbarrow. Said 

Mrs. Wehle, and we quote: 'THANK GOD NONE OF OUR BOYS ARE 
THAT FOOLISH.' End quote. Wait five seconds for a look of recogni­

tion, and then: 'MY GOD - IT'S LOUIE.' End of quotation and begin­

ning of punishment for Louie. 

''Just to prove that pride goeth before a fall, O'Connor also got 

into trouble - because the bottom of the wheelbarrow was lined with 

tar - and when O'Connor got up the seat of his pants did not. 
''That was the beginning of a life-long distrust of anything Repub­

lican by Louis A. Wehle. 

''We have other reports about his activities in those days - we're 

going back to 1905, mind you - Lou Wehle sneaking into saloons to 

to chisel the free lunch - working as a dispenser of soft drinks - or 

what everybody else would call a "soda jerk" - at Kleinhan's Drug 

Store · on Gorham Street -and it was there that he met the lovely Eliza­

beth . Raab. It was love at first sight between the brewmaster's boy and 
'the Bavarian beauty. He proposed to her five times. She turned him 
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five times . She turn ed him down four tim es. The fifth tim e he propos e<:l 

MARRIAGE - and s he accepted. After a whirl wind co urt s hip of te n 

years, they became man and wife. 

''But - before that - he had to esta bli s h him se lf in th e wo rl d. I le 

studi ed a t th e old Mechanics' In st itute - no w kno wn as Rochester ln­

s otut e of Tec hnol og y - or p e rh aps th ey s tudied HIM - and gave up . 

Then he decided to become an attorney. He figured that wit h a na me 

lik e 'Louis A. Wehle'- initials 'L' ·_ 'A' - 'W' - it would be a na tur a l. 

A session in the offic e of Hotc hkiss & Tuck convin ced all of th ein to th e 

contrary. 'Louis', said ol d Andrew Tuck as he s hoved our he ro o ut th e 

door - 'Lo ui s, you s trike me as a man who want s to make mo ney fast. 

You're in the wrong bus iness. The l aw i s too s lo w' Our Loui e took th e 

hint. 

"W e nex t fin d him in New Yo rk City , a me mbe r of th e g racluat ing 

cl ass o f the Nat i onal B rewers ' Acade my .:_ and aga in a fraternity ma n. 

Thi s tim e it was n't Phi Beta Kappa- it was TAPP A KEGGA LAGER. 

''Back to Rochester and a job as Assi s t a nt Brew maste r at Ba rthol­

omay. Four years lat er he beca me Brewmaster o f th e old Ge nesee 

Brewery- and th e follo wing year he mo ved to th e L a ng B re 'wery in B uf­

falo . 

''In 1919 th e so-called 'noble exper im e nt ' clo sed down hi s indu s tr y 

and he had to fin d a noth er way to earn a li vi ng. We find him mi xed up 

with the Thrift Grocery Stores - th e n s t arting in th e bake ry bus iness -

the door-to-door delivery of bread - and then a bi g s hot in a c hain of 

bak eri es reac hin g from Rochester to Mil wa uk ee. 

"In Oc to be r of 1929 th ere occurred th e greates t fin a nci a l disa s te r 

of our times - the crash of th e Wall Stree t s tock market. Million s of 

peopl e went to the cleaners. But not our Lo ui e . By"keen b us in ess se nse, 

by mag nific ent fores ight, a nd by s te pping into horse ma nure for luc k, 

Lou Wehl e had sold out to the· Hatha way Bakeries for one million and 

three hundred and six tee n thou sa nd hon est full-valu e low-tax American 

doll ars e xac tl y six month s· before the roo f fe ll in ot1 Wa ll Street. 

''The l esson of thi s i s obvious. Follow hi s adv ic e In business 

and ignore it in politics . 

''With a ll th e. loot from the bak ery deal - Lou was s itting pre tt y. 

But so mething was bothering him. He was, aft e r a ll , basically a beer­

maker , and he wa nte d to ge t back to hi s original rac ket·. ll e got hi s 

chanc e i'n 1932, when F. D. R .. won the election with a s tron g Re peal 

plank in the Democratic platform. 

"This so und ed lik e th e knock of op portunit y at th e doo r of L ou 
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Wehle. He figured the odds and decided that Prohibition was on the way 
out, and that the populace would clamor for the strong beer of the good 

old days. Quietly- VERY quietly- he bought the site of the old Gen­

esee Brewery. l-Ie assembled machinery and the people to run it, and 

began to get ready for the great day. No, he didn't do all this by him­

self - or with all his own money. He had a group of associates in the 

deal with him. 

''Repeal became effective on April the 7th, 1933. On April 26th 

he threw a party at the new Genesee Brewery, invited 400 guests and 

received four THOUSAND. The next day - April 27 - his horse-drawn 

wagons were out on the streets of Rochester, delivering the beer to 

slake the thirst that had been building up for thirteen years. 
''But Lou Wehle was more than a businessman- he has a touch of 

the showman about him. Many of you will recall his most famous adver­

tisement - a gay brewery wagon - drawn by a team of twelve magnifi­

c=nt draft horses. Those twelve horses not only WORKED for him­

many people suspected they actually WERE the brewery. 

"At any rate, the enterprise is a pretty solid success - there are 

only twenty-two breweries bigger than Genesee in the entire United 

Stares - and the man who built it is Lou Wehle - with his magic for­

mula - add 4 percent to 96 percent Lake Hemlock. 

''The brewery runs an annual fishing tournament with some five 

thousand dollars in prizes. This contest is on the level - but the fish­

ing tackle is rigged. 

"Which gets us off the subject of Wehle the businessman and on 

to the subject of Wellle the sportsman. The guy is absolutely NUTS a-
. hunting and fishing. Arizona and New Mexico for mountain lion -South 

Dakota for pheasants - Canada for ducks and moose - Bimini for mar­

lin - Stuart for sailfish - Catherine's Creek for trout - Cape Vincent 

for bass- you name it, he's after it. He is also a member of two Indian 

tribes, but there is a closed season on shooting them. If they have an­

other open season on Indians, the first license will be issued to the 

New York State Power Authority, Mr. Robert Moses. 

''Your Wehle Investigating Committee has received numerous stor­

ies about the Fall Guy. They all sound pretty much alike. 

''And now we take up the career of Louis A. Wehle, the politician. 

The.record shows that he was a deleg~ate to every Democratic National 

Convention since 1940 - to the last eight State conventions -Chair­

man of two of them -in other words- always a delegate, never a can­

didate. 
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"Although Bill Posner is the ACTUAL head of the Democratic 

machine in Rochester, Lou Wehle is the TITULAR head. · By t'hat we 

mean that they always come sucking around him for dough when there's 

a deficit. Lou Wehle is not the TREASURER - he's the TREASURY -

the nipples on the party chest. 

"Howev e r, he also contributes quietly co the Republications, be­

cause - well, you never know- look what happened with a heavy regis­

tration - a close vote - and a determined man with a screwdriver. 

''Now we collie to Wehle, the Statesman. Going from CONVERSA­

TION to CONSERVATION was easy for him. In January, 1955 he was 

appointed Commissioner of Conservation by Governor Averill Harri­

Harriman. The first action he took was to remove the "No Parking" 
signs from the State Parkway along Lake Ontario. Then he led a fight 

to toughen up the pheasants and the trout in the State's game pre­

serves. Then he led a battle to declare striped bass a game fish. Then 

he met a certain Dr. Cheatham. Then there was a lot of chatter about 

"sick pheasants". Then Dr. Cheatham sued Lou for two hundred thotJ­

sand bucks on a charge of libel. At the speed of our courts , the case 

may come to trial before the sno w flies - in 1972. 
"Yes, in January of 1955 Lou Wehle was fired with enthusiasm for 

his job. In June of 1956 he resigned with enthusiasm FROM his job. 

"But Lou is not bitter about that experience. Oh , not at all. Just 

get him talking about it - and where he spits no grass will ever grow 

aga1n. 

"We have covered a lot of sidelights of this career. Let's look 

into some other corn ers of this man' s long and active life . 

"Well, he travel s con s tantly - but alw ays by rail. Hat es plan es ­

can't stand air travel. Always has a supply of roast beef and cheese 

sandwiches with him when he's away from home base. 

"Charity? Only eleven years as N. Y. State Chairman of the March 

of Dimes, increasing the annual collection by some two thousand per­

cent. And there's the Day Care Center for Handicapped Children, the 

Humane Society- not to speak of time-eating participation in the Cham­

ber of Commerce and the Auto Club. 

''Sometimes he makes a mistake. There is one authenticated in­

stance of where Lou paid a lot of money for a pointer , found the dog 

was gun-shy, gave him away to a neighboring farmer - and bought him 

back a year later, up in Ontario Center, from another farmer - who 

said his brother had gotten the hound for free from - QUOTE - a damn 

fool in Rochester. 
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"Lou Wehle also has two sons, Jack and Bob. Bob, the younger, 

rs now treasurer of the Genesee Brewing Co., Inc . , and Jack is the 

president. You may want to know how they rose to such eminence in 

the company . The s tory i s ri ght out of Horatio Alger. One day, when 

they were yo un gs ters, the two Wehl e boys went to their old man' s of­

fice at the brewery, probably for a touch . Pap a wa lked in, saw his two 

sons - AND TOOK AN INSTANT LIKING TO THEM. 

"And the n there i s Lou Wehle, the homeowner He has a coupl e of 

estates down in Florida, a t Stuart and P alm Beach - an i s l and in the 

B aham as. His newest prid e and joy i s the Wehle ranch a t Three Mile 

Bay near th e St. L aw re nce River and it cont ain s 2,200 acres. Also a 

1,200 ac re ranch i s join tl y owned by T om Nagle a nd Wehle. It is a fine 

example of what God would do - if he had Wehle' s mon ey . Still another 

farm at Scottsville is owned and operat ed jointly with hi s sons J ac k 

a nd Bob. 

"Lo u i s an easy man to get alo ng with. An ybody can handle him. 

Jus t g ive him everyt hing he wants, and yo u'll have no tro ubl e with him. 

But cross him up - a nd anything can happe n. A couple of years ago he 

didn 't lik e th e position of the private railro ad c ar for hi s Derby part y 

on the train coming hack to Ro c hes te r from the Kentucky Derby. The 

vice-president of th e New York Central go t a call in the midd le of the 

ni ght from Cinci nna ti, th e tr ain was held an hour , and the car was put 

where Lou thoug ht it s hould have been - with apologies from a ll. 

"Does he ga mble? With his kind of luck he doesn't have to . Back 

in the summer of 1948, when he was a delegate a t th e De mocratic Na­

tional Co nvention in Philadelphia, he forsotlk the de liberati ons to see 

how th e boys at Monmouth Race Track we re improving th e breed. Every­

thing he picked for th e nex t two days ca me [n and paid o ff - including 

Harry Truman. 

"Of course Mr. Wehle has rece ived rec ognition for his variou s 

achieveme nts. Hi s office i s piled ceiling hgh with pl a ques, scroll s, 

testimoni al s - yo u read th e c it a tion s, and you wonder yourse lf ho w 

one man could acco mpli s h so muc h - and think of it ge ntl emen- he i s 

not even a KODAK man1 

"Hi s publicity depa rtm ent does a pretty fine jo b of keepin g th e 

legend alive. Rig ht now , th ey' re wo rking at forced draft to get him the 

Nobel pri ze. 
"This is th e e nd of our report on Louis A. Wehle, P a triot, Phil­

anthropist, Hum an it ari an, Ind ustr ia li s t , Sportsman, Statesman, and the 

fine st man th at Bill Posner has ever li ved off!!" 
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So much for thar. I tell you , if you can live through a thing like 

that you must have a pretty thick hide , because if you can't there'll be 

little epidermis left! 

I would like to include a little poem that was written by Fran 

Ranney, now Bill Hoot's s e cretary, in the year 1950. Up .to thi s time I 

had not realized that I rate d a poem, but Fran seeme d to think diffe r­

ently. We did not mind a little plug for a certain brew, and I am the last 

to find fault with thar. 

Here's what Fran through up all by herself , in the middl e of th e 

nig ht. Perhaps it was something s he "et'' or drank: 

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

"Oh come in to my office , " 

Said the spid e r to the fly; 

Mr. Wehle was the spider 

And , of course, th e fly was I. 

So I went in to hi s ofEice 

And he offered me a chair; 

But my eye was on the cooler 

'Cause I knew the beer was the re! 

He said, "Now tell me, France s , 

Do you like workin g here?" 

How could he a s k s uch question s 

When my mind was on the beer! 

And then he talked of this and that 

While I held back a tear, 

'Cause all the time I wondered 

If I'd ever get a beer! 

But finally he s aid to me, 

"Well, I've got news for you." 

Yegods, I thought, suppose he sa ys, 

"Frances, you're all through'" 
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Then came the big announcement 

And I was really floored; 

He said, "My dear, we're making you 

The Chairman of the Board." 

I breathed a s igh of great relief 

To hear my lucky fate, 

When all the time I thought that he 

Was g iving me the gate. 

I said, "Thank you, Mr. Wehle, 

That's mig hey nice of you; 

But now that I've been made the Boss, 

Th e re ' s one thing I must do." 

I dashed mad ly to the cooler 

To pour my self some cheer; 

If there's one thing I can't do without, 

It' s good old J e nn y Beer! 

'Twas at that point that I woke up 

And there I was in bed! 

The whole thing wasn't true at all, 

It was ju st a dream instead. 

So up I got and crept downstairs, 

As quie t as coulc be; 

My ice-box always has a stock 

Of sparkling Gen:?see. 

And there in the darkness of the night, 

A real tall g lass l poured, 

And rai se d it high and drank a toas t 

To the Chairman of the Board' 

Thank you, Fran, you get "A" for c:;ffort! 

Without comment I submit the other clippings for your consideration. 

No one would pay any attention to me if I protested, and in any case 

they are more interesting without further footnotes. 
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have always been a collector of newspaper and other items, and 

those I have selected to appear in this book were chosen because of 

their vc. "iety, and I hope, interest. 
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CHAPTER 13 

Collservatirnz Part 1 

The crisp air of the City of Albany seemed t.o crackle with excite­

ment on New Year's Day , 1955. 

After twelve years, Republican Thomas E. Dewey was · handing 

over the administration of the Empire State to Democrat Ave rill Harri­

man, who promised a "bold approach" to the problems of the people. 

Had anyone suggested, ju st a year before, that I would be more 

than an interested on-looker to that New Year's Day scene, I would 

have chuckled and suggested he have his head examined. Yet, I was 

that day, undertaking to carry out one of the major assignments of the 

new Governor's "bold approach." 

It had started innocuously enough, over a year before, when Frank­

lin D. Roo sevelt , Jr., thei1 a Congressman from New York City, ap­

proached me with an idea and a plan. Frank admitted a s trong desire to 

follow in the foot s teps of his illustrious fath e r by making a bid for the 

Governorship of the State of New York. He proposed to recruit a group 

of carefully selected men to put the government of the state under a 

magnifying glass -- to examine its many ramifications and come up 

with a sound program to mod erni ze it, make it more effective, and more 

responsive to the people. 

I was intereste d in the plan, and agreed to help financially. The 

greater part of the expense of research, rent and other needs of this 

group was provided by me and a number of my friends. Lou Harris, now 

the head of a nationally recog ni ze d poll taking organization, was in 

charge of the campaign and Jonathan Bingham, son of the former sena­

tor from Connecticut was on the s taff. 

When the proper time came, Roosevelt announced hi s candidacy, 

and follow ed with <Ill intcnsi vc s tu111ping tour of th e s l:1tc. Enthusiasm 

for him grew, and county a ft e r county of up-state New York fell in be­

hind him . It looked as if we had a sure winner for the nomination, es­

pecially when Carmine DeS apio and other New York Tammany Hall 

leaders appeared to look with favor on Roose velt's candidacy. 

Th.en Harriman entered the race. When the Democratic State Con­

vention met in Ne w York City, the iss ue was in doubt and it was a 

lively spirited convention. As the voting began, however, it soon be-
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cam e apparent that th e Tamm any leade rs had ag ree d upo n Ha rrim an , 

and their lines he ld fast. Part way through the voti ng, Eoo sevelt in ­

te rrupted the roll-call and moved the nomination o f Ha rrim an by a un a n­

imo us vot e . 

DeSapio, o f cour se , was the king mak er. Unfortunate l y for th e 

Democrat ic part y in the s ~ a te, he trie d the same thing at B uffalo, four 

years later, and forced upon that convention his choice and the choice 

of the oth e r Metropolitan leaders, for United States Senator -- and th e 

s·tate organi zation was routed. But that was s till four years in the fu­

ture . 

At Ne w York, 1n 1954, Frank Roosevelt accepted a place on the 

ticke t, in the inte re s ts of party harmony , as a ca ndidate for Attorne y 

Gen eral. 

It was an interesting campaign. With Dewey reti ring as Governor, 

the Re publicans confidently nominated Senator Irving Ives, long their 

best vote getter, as their candidate for Governor , and the feeling seemed 

to be that the voting was ju s t a formalit y to be gone throug h. 

Their first s hock came in newspape r polls, particularly that of t h.e 

New York News, which indicate d Ives might be in tr ouble . As the polls 

continue d, the tre nd built up . In the clo si ng day s of the camp aign, the 

Republ ican s ab andone d the up-state s tumping tour then in progres s, 

a nd launche d a rough personal attack on Harriman by radio and tele ­

vision. The y al so re leased cl aim s that New York De mocrats we re pre­

pared to s las h state aid to up- state sc hool s . With these and othe r 

charge s , the wind-up of the campai gn was s pirited and bitter. 

The ele ction was clo se ·-- Harrim an won 'by fe we r th an 12 ,000 

vo te s of more th an fi ve and a quarter million ca s t , but he carried th e 

ticket with him with only one except ion. Frank Roose velt lost to J acob 

K. J avits , who l ater became U. S. Se nator from New York. 

With the election ove r, I looked for ward to th e holiday season, 

which has always been the high point of the year. for the Wehle famil y, 

and then my usual Florid a vacation during the co ld ea rl y month s of th e 

year. Early in December, ho weve r, I was ap pro ac he d by s ome of my 

friends, including some of the mos t prominent and dedic ate d s port s me n 

in the state. They suggested . that I offer my se lf as a candidate for ap ­

pointment as State Conservation Commissioner. 

At first I laughed off the idea. It had taken me many years of hard, 

seven-day-a-week work to get my business affairs in the s hape they 

now were, where my sons could take over some of the load and give me 

the time to do some of th e things I could not find tim e for in the pas t. 
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I knew my famil y wo uld oppose th e idea, because they wanted me to 

rel ax more and build up my healt h. 

The pressure con tinue d, howeve r. From my own observ ation s ove r 

th e years I knew there was a job to be done i n con serva tion in New 

York State, a nd me n whose ju dg ment a nd back groun d I respected said 

bluntly that none of the seve ral who were seeking appo intm e nt was an 

outstanding candidate. 

While this urging wa s go ing on, I too k tlme to review my own phil­

osophy o f co nse rvat ion. My trave ls through th e great wil de rn ess areas 

o f Canada, through E urope, as we ll as in th e United States, had " le ft 

me with a n uneasiness th a t we in the E mpire State had neve r cons c iou s l y 

recog ni zed, at l east offi c iall y , th e rea ll y hasic importance o f goo rl co n­

se r va tion to our lives and the future. 

New Yo rk was se ttl ed, orig inally, because of it s wealt h of natu ral 

reso urces -- its fo rest s, waters a nd wildlife. It had become g reat be­

cau se th ese gift s we re there to be draw n upon, seemingly in in exha us t­

ibl e quantiti es. We know now t hat exhaust ion was not on ly po ssible 

It actually happe ned to many of th ese resources. 

Sin ce the time of T heodo re Roo seve lt there had been reacuon a­

aga in s t the waste and greed. Because I had known the majes ty of a 

wil derness waterfall, th e thrill of taking trout from a pure mountain 

s tream, a nd th e many other bene fit s na ture offers where its plan is not 

thwarted by man , I had al ways tried to join in the fi ght to preserve 

these things. 

He re, then , wa s a n op port unit y to do so me thing rea lly wort hwhile, 

an oppo rtuni ty a fforded few me n. I finall y co n se nted to le t it be kn own 

l was reccp ti vc to a n appo inun c nt. 

During thi s po s t-election pe riod, Harriman, as governor-elect, was 

putting together a prog ra m and s taff preparatory to assuming office in 

J a nu a ry . The Rooseve lt s tudy group I have mentioned had compiled a 

numbe r o f book s on t he sta te govern me nt , and Roo se velt was asked to 

turn these ove r to assi st the in comin g adm ini st ra tion . 

Wh en my int e rest in appointme nt as Conservation Co mmi ssione r 

became kno wn, I was asked to meet with Harriman at hi s To wn Hou se 

in New York , a nd he asked me bluntl y why I wanted to be Commi ssion e r. 

I told him of my basic feelin gs o n conse rvation, and my beli e f that it 

was not rece ivin g th e prominence it s houl d in New York. 

I told him I fe lt it was possibl e to provide more and better huntin g 

and fishing in the s t a te , more recreational facilities, and a more effi­

cient and respon s ive Conservation Department. I stated that I felt an 
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intelligent, dynamic, long-range. blueprint of conservation was of pri­

mary importance to the economy of our state, and to the general health 
and welfare of our people and their prosperity. 

I pointed out that on every side, pressure on natural resources and 
recreational outlets was building up and could continue to soar, as an 

expanding population, more leisure afforded by shorter work weeks, the 

increasing number of ~ctive retired people, and the heavy expansiOn 

of tourist business in the state, all increased. 

The governor-elect seemed impressed by this general presentation, 

so I gave him specific proposals. I recommended: 

1. That an immediate start be made in increasin g the poundage of 

trout and other fresh water fish produced for stocking in tl1e waters of 

the state open to public fishing. Coupled with strong measures to clean 

up our streams and ponds, this should furnish the groundwork to bring 

good fishing back to the state. At the same time, marine fishing, too 

little known or developed in th e state, should be worked upon as an 

outlet for the huge metropolitan fishing public. 

2. Hunting could be vastly improved by immediate as \vel! as long­

range measures. The quick shot in the arm would come from steppin g 

up hate hery production of quail, wild turkeys, waterfowl and phea s ant s. 

Having done much work privately in this re spect, and s tudied th e sub­

ject here and abroad, 1 knew the possibilities. More phea s ants from the 

hatcheries , for example, would make possible the stocking of second 

class ranges where populations had fallen to l e vels. When followe d 

by habitat work on suitabl e lands , the improvem ent of good and cove r. 

building of rnarsh rdugc s for water fowl, and .sirnilar rn c asurc s. n11r 

game level could be built up to give be tter hunting. 

3. The great Forest Preserve of the state should be improved and 

better protected, with stepped up acquisition of land for the Preserve , 

for reforestation areas, park purposes, campsites and other recreational 

needs to meet the growing demand for recreation outdoors. Coupled 

with wise use of private lands, which we could encourage and in s pire , 

a .great leap forward could be achieved in meeting the state govern­

ment's obligations to its citizens in leading the way to wise use of re­

sources and furnishing the facilities for healthful outdoor activity. 

I discussed many other details of the suggested program, of course. 

In addition, I made it clear from the beginning that to carry forward 

such an ambitious program I would seek and insist upon having the 

best talent available--that political "hacks" and unqualified "friends 
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of friends" had no place in the picture. On this score I had complete 

assurance from the governor-elect, and I did, in fact, make my own sel­

ections for the key jobs in the Department. 

Harriman was apparently impressed. He assured me the appoint­

ment was mine , and on countless occasions during that first year he 

spoke glowingly of the work being done in the Conservation Depart­

ment. He appeared to be completely sincere in his praise, which made 

what followed all the more difficult to take or unders tand . 

At any rate, when my appointment was announced, I set to work 

immediately, the fir s t step being the selection of the few staff appoint­

ments available to me. AU but a few of the major jobs in the Depart­

ment are under civil se rvic e . 

As my Deputy Commissioner I named Justin T. Mahoney of Troy. 

"Chet" Mahoney had been in the Department, under civil service, for 

forty years, and had risen to the position of Director of the Division of 

Fish and Game. For Department Secretary, I named John F. Daly, then 

Police Court Judge of Herkimer, a lawyer who had been active in con­

servation activities for many years. 

I was entitled to a confidential secretary, and here I was ex­

tremely fortunate in having Mrs. Barbara Malone, of Averill Park. She 

was extremely efficient, and having worked in the Department, knew 

the work and the people. She was especially adept in anticipating the 

difficulties which plague a new official, and coming up with an answer 

to them. I have always heen grateful for her loyalty and effort in help­

ing me over many rough spots. She was a tower of strength and encour­

agement. 

These three were my main props, and I worked through them. 

It surprises people unacquainted with government, to find that of 

a Department of the size of the Conservation Deparcment of the State 

of New York, only four of us at the top level were subject to appoint­

ment . While there were seasonal and laboring jobs to be filled from 

time to time , all the significant positions in the Department, other 

than these four, Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, Department 

Secretary, and Secretary to the Commissioner, are held by civil ser­

vice employees. 

A day or two before New Year's, I visited the out-going commiS­

sioner, Perry Duryea, and told him frankly I w.ould welcome any advice 

he had for me. It has always been my policy to seek advice, but I made 

up my own mind on following it after careful consideration. 

Commissioner Duryea made the surprising statement - surpnstng 
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to me, at least - that the Commissione r actually had very littl e to do 

about running the Conse rv ation Department, that the dedicated men and 

women of the staff were the ones who set the polic y and executed it. 

"If I left every thin g to them, " he said, "I wo uld ge t along wi thout 

much difficulty." 

Thi s was one bit of ad vice I did not intend to follow. Bein g Con­

servation Commissioner in name only did not appe al to me at all . I 

was goin g to be Commissioner, in fact , or not at all. I doubt if eve n 

my se verest c ritic s wo ul d e ver la be l me a fi gure head in anything I had 

eve r unde rt ake n. 

I did not intend to s t art be ing one now . 

- 171-



Conservation Part 2 

The first, most urgent order of business was the budget on which 

the Department would operate for the fiscal year beginning April 1st. 

For a Department the size and complexity of Conservation, budget mak­

ing is practically a continuous operation, with work starting on one 

about as soo n as the current budget i s s ubmitted. We had only a couple 

of weeks, since by law the Gov~rnor must se nd hi s proposed budget to 

the Legislature by February 1st. 

We did the best we could in the few working days available, but 

of course what we operated on,· during my one complete fiscal year in 

office, was primarily a budget prepared by the out-going administration. 

It was sadly inadequate, and I was determined that things would be 

different the next year. 

It is ironic th at when th e next year's budget was adopted, the 

first budget prepared from the beginning under my s up e rvis ion, a Syra­

cuse columnist s tarted a daily blasting of the Department, th e Admin­

istration and me, because "the Conservation Fund" was being "dras­

tically cut" and less money spe nt on fish and game at a time when 

much more was needed. Of course the Conservation Fund--the in­

come from license fees, primarily -- couldn't be cut, some thing a 

sports columni s t should know. 

Actually, the fact was that at my insis tance, and after repeated 

battles with the Budget Division, an increase of nearly three-quarters 

of a million dollars-- .$730,655 to be exact -- was being made avail­

able for fish and game. All but $70,655 of this increase was from the 

General Fund, s tate tax money a nd not license income. 

The columnist was informed of this, with proof, but apparently he 

didn't think it newsworthy. 

The additional irony of th e s ituation, of course, was tha t after the 

battle I had put up for more adequate funds, I had resigned before the 

bulk of the money became available. By that time, however, the pro­

gram to be financed by these funds was well unqe rway. I certainly feel 

I left the Department in much better financial shape than I found it. 

With the budget s ituation behind us , I began what I feel was one 

of the most productive activities during my tenure of office --I set 
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out to inspect personally as many as possible of our fi s h hatcheri es, 

game farms, parks and other facilities of the De partme nt. I assume I 

saw more in that one year than my predecessors, no macce r how lon g 

they were in office. At lea s t, I like to think some of the conditions I 

found ex is te d only because form e r Commissioners had not known about 

them. Some were incredible. 

At one fish hatchery , that at Caledonia, the oldest in the state 

and I believe the oldest in the country, I actually found outside toilets 

in use, and no modern plumbing faciliti es. It didn't see m possible thi s 

was 1955 and not 1855. I in s ist ed, of course, on immedia te action. 

At one of the s hrub nur se ries, I found women worker s s tandi ng in 

one or two inches of water th at covered the fl oor. There were no rest 

room s, no decent facilities of any kind. I asked th e wo me n if they li ked 

the se conditions, but it was soon apparent the y were afraid to com­

plain, afraid of losing their jobs. 

I dema:Jcled --and got -- action on many conditions such as this 

which called for improvement , conditions which s how ed lon g neg lect 

e ith er from indifference or ignorance. 

Another thing I in s isted upon was removal of th e man y "No Tres­

pass ing'' and "Keep Out" s igns I found at far too many of our fac ili­

ties. I tri ed to impress upon Department people tha t th ese were pro­

perties belonging to th e people. and we s hould put the m in such shape 

we would be glad to have the public see th e m and see the job we we re 

doing. Visiting hour s we re l e ng the ned and picnic benches and other 

things made available to encourage the public , rather th an shut them 

out. As I came upon s uch things which called for immedi ate correction, 

I would te lephone from wherever I was to Albany and order fast action. 

One interesting result of this was told me later by John Daly. Wh e n 

the Legislative "Watchdog Committee" was casting about for some ­

thing to make me and the Administration look bad, an investigator asked 

asked about my hours at my desk in Albany . Told I usually a rriv ed a­

bout noon on Tuesday and left on Thursday, he prepared an affidavit 

for Daly to sign which could be interpreted to mean that I spent only 

five or six hours a week on the job. 

Jack readily agreed to sign, if he could make a few "minor" 

changes , and he proceeded to redraw the affidavit. As changed, it 

still read as had the original -- but told of the regular phone calls 

Jack and others on the staff would get from me from Monday morning 

through Saturday, from Department installations around the state, tn­

cluding the almost weekly call Jack would have waiting when he re-
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turned home from· church on Sunday morning, when we laid out the pro­

gram for the week. 

I was told the committee representative took one look at the re­

vised, more truthful version and walked out, without asking that it be 
s igned. 

It got to be an old story to walk into an installation and have the 

workers express amazement at seeing the Commissioner. Time after 

time I was told it was the first time a Commissio~1er had been there. I 

found most of them delighted at the measures I insisted upon to improve 

the appearance and usefulness of our facilities , and with the new policy 

of inviting the public for visit s , rather tha~+ excluding them. 

At the same tim e I soo n reali zed s omething I s uppose come s as a 

shock to every bus inessman who .enters government se rvice -- the red 

tape and time consumed in bringing about needed changes. I realize 

that care should be practiced in s pending the taxpayer's money, but 

sometimes the lengthy and usel ess procedures border on the ridiculous. 

In the spring of 1955, for instance, I was at the St. Lawrence, and 

was told by Department fi s heries men of the work they wanted to do 

with bass during the e arly s pring spawning season. As the water warmed 

up and spawning be gan, the work was held up by lack of boats neces­

sary for the job. When I talked with Albany and was told the procedure 

necessary to get the boats, I concluded the eggs then being laid could 

develop into legal size bass by the time the red tape could be unsnarled. 

I ordered the boats, guaranteeing payment myself, and the work was 

carried out on time. It was months later that the bill was paid. 

A similar situation developed in relation to the District Office my 

company and I had donated to the State for Department use at Scotts­

ville. While the building was available and badly needed, the involved 

state proce dure s would mean it would be months or possibly a year or 

more before it could be furnished and put to use. 

I finally executed a formal agreement, running into thousands of 

dollars, assuming personal liability if the state did not eventually pay 

in full, and directed the work proceed without delay. A long time later, 

when all the formalities a11d inspections had been completed, it was 

found everything was in complete order, and the state paid the bills. 

The District Office had then been in operation for quite a while. 

It was not always possible, of course, t<> buck the long estab­

lished system and bring into government the methods which business 

has found vital to survival. The Saratoga Springs mess was one of my 

major disappointments. 
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The State of New York owns and operates the great mineral spring 

baths and bottling plant at Saratoga, but the operation has lost mo'ney 

for many years. As Conservation Commissioner I was, by law, a member 

of the Saratoga Springs Authority, which has actual administration of 

the business. A meeti ng of the Authority was scheduled in New York, 

and Governor Harriman asked me to represe nt him at th e meeting. He 

said he was anxious to eliminate the losses from the Spa, and urged 

that I do what I could to bring this about. 

Paul Appleby, the Director of the Budget, was to attend the meet­

ing and I called upon hi m, suggesting we travel to New York togethe r 

and talk the entire matte r over. He told me, ho weve r, that he had al­

ready made an appointment with an influential figure, a member of the 

Authority, and would have no time to talk with me. 

I naturally assumed that the Governor had meant what he said when 

he told me I was to represent him at the meeting. When it _opened, how­

ever the Budget Director proceeded to take the floor and do all th e 

talking, laying down what he demanded as being the wish of th e Gove r­

nor, There was, of course, a controversy. The members of the Authority, 

men of prominence, most of whom were hold-overs from the previous 

administration with many years of service on the Authority, might be 

led but they were not the type to be pushed. 

When I saw that nothing could be accomplished as matters stood, 

I intervened and tried to smooth matters over for a fresh start, but 

this, too, incensed Paul, who announced the best thing for him to do 

was to leave. Unfortunately, he stayed, and the me e ting ended in com­

plete failure. 

Shortly a fter this the Governor again brought up the Saratoga mat ­

ter with me, suggesting that in view of my background in th e bottling 

of beverages, perhaps I could suggest an approach which would end 

the financial loss from the sale of mineral waters and operation of the 

bath house. 

I had my brewing organization l ay out an advertising program, and 

se t up a meeting to present it to the Governor and the Saratoga Author­

ity. I was greatly disappointed when the Governor told me, the day be­

for e the meeting, that he would not be present. We went ahead with it 

anyway, and my son Bob presented the suggested program in a compre­

hen s ive, practical manner, very much to the point . He demonstrated 

that he had made a complete study, and I was proud of the fin e job he 

did. 

This was the sort of appro ach the Authority_ members, most of 
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whom were experiert.ced businessmen, could 'understand and appreciate. 

They received the presentation with every show of enthusiasm. 

Further investigation revealed that the mineral water varied con­

siderably as to its purity and carbon-dioxide content. We discovered, 

among other ·things, that an old pipe line leading from the springs to 

the bottling plant had been there for years - and had been second-hand 

when installed. If too much water was bottled in one day, the gas con­

tent went way down. 

r felt the state should either get out of the bottling b~.:siness or 

else operate it efficiently by modernizing the plant and advertising its 

product. I also recommended that one of the three bath houses be closed, 
since all thre<:; were unnecessary. l am sorry to say these suggestions 

were permitted to die a natural death. 

My final recommendation, too, came to nothing, though it would 
have saved the state a great deal of money. This was that the head­

quarters of the Conservation Department be moved to one of the huge 
empty buildings on the Saratoga Reservation property. New quarters 
were essential, since the department had long o'utgrown the offices at 

Broadway and Maiden Lane. They were uncomfortable, inconvenient 

to reach, and storage space was so lacking that supplies were stacked 

in the halls, presenting a fire hazard for which a private employer 

might have been jailed. 

On this, however, I was able to make some contribution. While 

moving to Saratoga met with disfavor, plans were soon underway to 

house the Department in a new building to be built on the Campus 

Site on Washington Avenue in Albany. The lease on the existing of­
fice · was Jue to expire, and renewal wa s to be for a long term, under 

the existing contract. It was a tussle -- but I finally got the lawyers 

for the landlord to give us a renewal of lease which would terminate 

when we were ready to move into the new building. This, of course, 

saved the state a considerable sum when the Department finally did 

move. 
One thing in which I took considerable satisfaction was accom­

plished soon after we were in office. Of the many groups of employees 

the state has in Conservation, one which always interested me greatly 

were the Game Protectors. These men are the "show pieces" of the 

Department, since they are in contact with mo_re people in the field 

than any other group. 
I learned that the year before we took office, they had applied for 

a pay increase and had been turned down by the Civil Service Depart-
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ment and the Budget Division. When I found an appeal was possible, 

I directed that the full force of the Department be put behind the ap­

peal, and that my complete endorsement of the request be stated for­

cibly ro rhe appeals board. 

The previous decision was overruled, and Game Protectors re­

ceived an increase --little enough, to be sure, but some recognition 

for their work. In many ways, during my term of office, they showed 

their appreciation. Pay increases for other employees found a sympa­

thetic supporter ar rhe top while I was Commissioner. 

Unfortunately, and I suppose inevitably, not all employees were 

as hard-working and devoted as rhe great majority. I suppose ir is an 

old-fashioned attitude, bur I have always felt strongly that there is 

little difference between an employee cheating on his working hours, 

a nd putting his hand in your pocket and raking what he can grab. I 

have never been a "clock watcher" and don't like people who are. 

Ir irritated me, when I rode up to my office each morning ar 9:15 

or 9:30, ro find people on rhe elevator, who were supposed ro starr work 

ar 8:30. Time records were kept by rhe heads of rhe various units of rhe 

Department, and when I asked ro see them, I discovered an amazing 

thing -- no one was ever late! The records for a three month's period 

showed everyone arriving on time, and no one leaving. 

When I blew up and tore up the records in front of the supervisors, 

I probably didn't make some of them feel any more kindly toward me, 

even though I explained we had a responsibility to rhe people of the 

s tate who were paying the bill for a full day's work. The only sugges­

tion I received was that rime clock s be installed, and rhi s I vetoed. 

Only good supervision can bring about proper attention to work from 

those who wanr ro shirk. 

Because of such experiences, I made it clear I wanted something 

different in the new office building being planned . I had seen, in pro­

gressive companies of private industry, offices wirhour parririons where 

everything was out in the open and rhe supervisor could see who was 

at his work and who was away. This met with considerable opposition 

from the same few responsible for the crowded elevators after 8:30 

a .m. After I left the Department, rhe plan was discarded, bur at least 

ir is nor now my responsibility to see rhat the stare gets what it is 

paying for. 

Let me emphasize that the great majority of Department employees 

were devoted, hardworking people, in most cases .underpaid. fr is unfor­

tunate and unfair that their efforts are marred by the small percentage 
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who make the entire group look bad. 
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EPILOGUE 

It All Follows Through 

And so I co me to th e e nd of my li t tl e book . It has been a ta s k I 

have enjoyed , I ho pe t ha t it will g ive s om e me a s ure of pleas ure to th ose 

who will read it . 

It has been ha rd a t ti mes to kn ow wh a t to put i n a nd wha t to l eave 

o ut. For th e e rror s of o mi ssi on ·or c ommi ssion I may have committ ed , 

l et me a t on ce plead i nexperi e nce - I a m by no means a pro fess ion al 

writ e r . 

Wh at i s tru e, simpl y, i s t hat I feel I have so me things to say . I 

have led a bus y li fe , a nd a s I have posse sse d n ce rt a in amo unt o f 

dri ve , with whic h I was born , i t mig ht fo ll ow th a t so me will be li eve I 

a m pro ud of my ac hieve me nt s . Some prid e, of co ur se, i s justi fied . But 

I wo uld ra th er say th a t I am humbl y grat eful fo r th os e g ift s whic h we re 

giv e n rn e. I a m th a nkful fo r t he wo nd erful co mmun ity in whic h I have 

bee n pri v il ege d to be ra i s ed a nd spe nd th e greate r parr of my li fe. How 

can I ev e r be g ra t eful e no ugh fo r my fa mil y? Th ey have put up wi t h 

me a nd my ways with a pa ti enc e th a t has oft en passed und erstanding. 

I can n e ve r be too g ra t e ful fo r the innum era bl e fri e nds I have had dur­

ing my lif e. Th e y have helpe d spa rk my exi s te nce. 

Th e i mpr es s io n t hat I wo uld lik e to l ea ve with yo u i s tha t an y 

man , ·no mat ter wha t hi s wo rk o r hi s s pec i al t a l e m s may be, ca n, 1n o ur 

won de rful la nd , ac hi e ve a sat i s fyin g lif e . 

li e ca n wo rk a t wha t he lik es. 

He c an ge t ahead i f he t ends to hi s bu s in ess and ap pli es hims elf 

to his job, and i s willing to put in th a t e xtr a effort . T he wo rl d owes 

non e of us a li ving. 

He can e nj oy th e co mpa ni ons hi p and love o f a fin e wife and c hil­

dre n, if th a t i s hi s goo d fo rtun e. 

li e can be pa rt o f hi s co mmuni t y, helping here a nd t he re where 1t 

will cio so me gobd . 

He can move abo ut as he pl eases - qui t one job a nd accept a n­

o th e r if th a t i s hi s des ire. 

li e ca n fa il a t on e thin g a nd s ucceed in a nothe r with out fee lin g 

di s graced. T hat i s th e way ma n y men have gro wn to grea tn ess. 

li e can enj oy a fr eedo m of ac ti on a nd th ou ght th a t is uni que in a ll 
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history. 

He can mold his life much as /he wishes, provided he possesses 

the determination to do so. 

I do not wish to sound off like a Pollyanna. I am well aware of 

the many restrictions laid upon each of us - the frustrations that men 

and women experience. But below and behind it all, we live in a "cli­
mate'' that permits our growth, our freedom, and our loyalty to tho se 
things that are wort h whil e . 

I do not lik e to say farewell. It all sound s too final. Perhaps one 

one may regard the year seve nty as a sort of plateau. One ha s come up 

the hard pathways of life, and one has achiev ed a cert ai n goal, and 

from this vantage point one may look back and see what has been done. 

Bm one can also gaze ahead for what may st ill be experienced. The 

stars are a bit nearer, the air a bit clearer, and one feel s closer to all 

that God has brought to thi s wonderful world. 

This litde volume ha s been a labor of love. I have done it for 

those who have been influential in my life , for my family, my countless 

business associations, an·d my friends. 

hope that I have not forgotten a ny acknowledgement s . If I have , 

it has been unint entional, and I am so rry . 

I hope I shall be privileged to remain with you for a long time. 

But when that special tim e does arrive, I would like to close the book 

with a sense of satisfaction and profound gratitude to all those who 

have made my life the pleasant thin g it is today. I am convinced that 

those who follow will carry on the work of contributing to the welfare 

and glory ·of our great land. 

The Chinese have a saying that each so ul as it passes on adds 

another drop to the river of eternal life. Drops can be pure, they c an be 

corrupt. Which they are is up to us . 

''Courage is the human virtue that counts most - courage to act 

on limited knowledg e and insufficient evidence. That's all any of us 

have , so we mu st have the courage to go ahead and act on a hunch . 

It's the best we can do." How true! 

I lay my pen down in th e hope that those who rem e mber me will 

remember only those thin gs that will afford them pleasure and tender 

memooes. 

I shall not be here to defend myself, if defense will ever be ne­

cessary, but I hope that my many faults may be forgiven. It would make 

me very happy to know that the little I have done may have made others 

happier. 
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I am more than ever convinced that we are all part of the great 

scheme of things. 

Let us leave all the rest to the ONE who know s 1 
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The grandfath e r, founder of American Wehle family 

CASPAU WEIILE 
Director of-

Th e Rochester German Fire Insurance Co . 

The Ge rman American Bank of Roch este r 

The founder of Wehle Sausage Co . 



The father of the 5 brothers- JOHN WEHLE 



The mothe r of the 5 brothers- MRS. JOliN WE/iLE 



LOUIS A. WEHLE 



MRS. LOUIS A. WEHLE 



JACK WEHLE 



BETTS WEHLE 



Duff, Chip and Ted - sons of Mr. & Mrs . J ohn Wehle 





BOB WEI-ILE 



Granddaughters Penny, Bonnie and Sharon -daughters of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wehle 



Mrs . Gene H. Baumgarten, the former Mrs. Robert Wehle, mother of . 
Bonnie, Penny and Sharon. 



""' tr._ ,_ 

Fun on the Wehle Farm. Granddaughters enjoying themselv es . 



Vice President Alban Barkley with L. A. Wehle, 

Chairman of Reception Committee. 



Being made an 
Indian Chief at 
Weble Pond, 
Syracuse State 
Fair- 1957. 

-- ---- --

At the dedication of The \Y ehle Researcb Laboratory o f Strong 
Memorial Hos pi t al, 1954 . l .. u uis A. We hle , Or. ,\:iorg an , /Jirect n r, 
and Mrs. We hle. 



~ot~~ 
:Ron. touis A . W~hle. 

the 
Genes~~ Conservati~n (eagu~ 
'ftsbin3 Club presents this 
sc1oll in appreciation of hts 
outstanding achie\1emenT~ in 

promoftng fishtna and Conser­
-vation s~nerallH in th~ State c! 
1l~w 9or-k-



A w ct rds and p l ({ q 
A. JJ'/ehfe 

ll e s 
Presented to Louis 

TO : L o uis A . IV e hle in profound apprec ia­
tiOn of hi s un tirirz g devotion and merit o rio us 
ncbievement s as President o f tbe A utomo ­
bile C lub of Uo chester for the ye ar 1945 , 
duriu g wh i ch period h is progress ive leader· 
shit> enabled this organization throughout a 
c riti cal emergency, to mai11 t nin and expand 
i ts vital serv ices to the membership . 

Preset1 t e d tbi s 15 th day of n ecember by the 
Board of Directo rs: 

IVilliam S. Addison 1/ arry 0 . Alde rman 
John P. Boylan George H. Clune 
IV. Dewey Cri ll enden /larry B . Crowley 
Donald A. Dailey E rwin R. Davenport 
Charles IV. Denni s ton j ustin]. Doyle 
/!on. Jam es I'.B. Duffy Carl S. Hallau er 
Dr. Raymond E. Ellioll ] . E. itansen 
Myron]. Hayes R ay F. /leafy 
Sol He umann J ohn IV. J ardine 
lion. William F. Lo ve Thoma s L. L ee 
j ohn ]. h!c/TJ erney Elme r 13 . Milliman 
j ohn B . Mullan T . Carl Nixon 
Fred]. Odenbach Samu e l R. P arry 
Eugene Raines L ee Richmond 
Herman Russell Frank] . Sm ith 
Henry H. Stebbins, Jr. Henry M. S tern 
Harry C. St evenson ]. F . Uffer t 

Geo rge C. Donahue , 
Secretary 

I ( Jl .I, :1. \I I 111.1: 

To: LO UIS A. IVE II LE 
Preside nt 195 0-5 2 

New York. Sta t e B rewe rs Association 

In afJfueciatiot1 o f his untiring serv i ce s t o 
th e IJrewin g ( 1ldu st ry of New York Stale . 
T his f>laqu e i s />resented by the me mbersh i p. 

New York State Brewers Asso c iatio 7J 
October 9, 1952 

Silver Pu11ch Bow l lrJscriptio n: 

Presented to Louis A. Webl e 
on hi s 48th birthday 
Se pt embe r 22, 19 37 

by Rochest e r B rewe rs Exc hange, Inc. 
Esten A . F le tcher, Pres ident 

Emanu e l Ko ue l esk i; Execu ti v e Sec re t ary 



LOUIS A . IYE I/ LE 
New Yo rk State Conservation Commissioner 

Testimonial Dirmer - Jam estown , N.Y. 
May 28, 1956 

Cbautauqua Lake Region, Inc. 

Award to 
L OUIS A. IYE // LE 

Fo r the promo t ion to the New Yo rk State 
Anglers by awarding yearly (JTizes , tbereby 
advancing the angliTJg fraternity. 

I 9 5 4 
by " The Westside Sport smen " o f Western 
New Yor!?., In c . 

Award of Honor to 
LOU IS A . \YE HLE 

For Distir2guished Serv ice s to Crime Pre­
verlliotz - A Big P a/ to Many Little Pals 

Awarded by Polic e Athletic League 
ll o chest e r, Neu; York, U.S . A. A.D. 1958 

Presented to 
liON . LOUIS A. WEHLE 

Comm i ssioner of Conservat i on of the St a t e 
of New York i n AptJTeciat ion of bis Unti ring 
Effort s for the Conserva tion Cau se . 

January 1955 
Genesee Conse rvation League , lnc. 

U.ochester. f'!ew Yo rk 



Pre s e Tlterl to 
L O UIS A . WEI/LE, 

Cbairman of t be Board in borwr o f bis Sixt y · 
f i ftb Birtbday by tb e Emplo y ees and Di s · 
tributors of Tb e Gen e see Bre win g Co. in ap · 
prec iation of tb e individual oppo rtunities 
g rant e d to th e m a s a result o f his wi s d o m, 
foresig bt and uu to ld tbougbtfuln e s s .... 

Presented to 
illustrious No bl e Eston Asprey Fle tcber, 
33d Imperial Pot e ntat e A.A . O.N.M.S. for 
No rt b Americ a by the Nobles of Syria Tem· 
pie Oasis of Pittsburgh, May 13th, 19 3 1. 
Tbomas A1. /I eard, Jr., Pot entate. 
( Sbo rtly be fo re Mr. Pl e tch e r' s de at h b e pre · 
( s ent cd Jbi s to L o ui s A . . We hle. ) 

Pr ese Hted to 
LOUIS A. \I'EHLE 

Th e Mo st O ulstmuhu g Sp o rtsman and Co n­
se run t iu ni s t o f Mon roe Co unt y 

Oc to be r 15 th, 19 50 
Spo 11 so re d by Ge 11 e see Co n s ervation L eag uP, 

Inc . , Ro c h e s t e r, N. Y . 

Prese nt ed to 
LOU IS A. WEHLE 

In Apfneciat~on o f G e 12 e rou.s Ho s fJitality 
and Goo d F e llowship 

B o ard of Dire c tors - Auto mobile Club o f 
Rochest er - S e{Jte mb e r 22, 1958 



Father and sons on an occasion of presentation of 

Certificate of Appreciation. 
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Left to right: Frank lin D. Roosevelt, Jr., Mrs . Wehle, Sue Roosevelt and L o uis A. Wehle at 
Winter Home - Wehle Plant at ion, S tuart, Florida. 



Left to right : L o ui s A. Wehle, Mrs. Wehle, Tom N ag l e and Mayor Robert Wagner, New York City 
at my THIS IS YOUR LIFE Party. 



Party at the old Hunti ng L odge on the Farm on the day that President Truman won a surprise v ic tory 
ove r Thomas Dewey. 
P resent: Betty holdin g Ted Wehle, Leon Lewis , Betty Dunn, Jack Wehle , Rita Huberlie, Mrs. Leon 
L ewis, Sharon Wehle, Louis A. Wehle , P enny Wehle, Sally Nagie, Fr ed Hu berlie, B onn ie Weh l e , Eliza­
be th Wehle , Tom Nagle, Mrs. George Skivington, George Skivin g ton , Betty Martin Wehle. 



The L.A . Wehle's, The D. A . Dailey's and Gov. Averill Harriman 



Robert Wehle' s residence , 
Scottsville, N. Y . 

nllll II II H 

The farm residence of 

Mr. and Mrs . Louis A. Wehle, 
Scottsvi lle, N. Y. 

-..::-.. · 

J ohn L. Wehle' s residence, 
Scottsville, N . Y. 

The plant of 
The Genesse e Brewing Co. , Inc. 

New bunting lodge . The old one 
burned down in 1958. 



Entert aining Officers and Directors of Automobile Club of Rochester at Hunting Lodge on Wehle Farms. 



Famo us G e n e s ee 12 h o rs e t eam . 



Entertaining friends on the JENNY Ill. 
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J ack Wehle and B lu e Marlin h e caught at Bimini in 19 5 0. 
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Entertaining friends on the JENNY Ill. From left to right: Fred Tobin, Tom Nagle , Don Dailey, Justice 
Robert Jackson -and Lou Wehle. In background is Captain Augie Feldthausen. 



Louis A. Wehl e conferring with Barney Baruch, the advisor to many Presidents o f th e U. S. 



WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES- Friday Afternoon, July 15, 1955 
DISCUSS STATE PARK- Ne w York State Conservation Commissioner Louis A. Wehle confers with in· 
terested group on the proposed Central Adirondack State park at a luncheon at the Adirondack League 
lodge on Little Moose Lake, Old Forge. Left to right are Frank. Collins, state budget department; Wil­
liam Mullholland, state superintendent of camps and trails; Assemblyman Leo Lawrence, Herkimer; 
Mr. Wehle, Sen. Walter Van Wiggeren, llion, and P. W. Burdick, Supervisor of' town of Webb. 
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:aoFBRAUHAuS . 
-~p~~~;;. · · . ~- - :di~~~/~·1~;o_inobile Parties . ;, 

-.. .. rv•r•· .. ···,.' · l:lean ~and \tht. 
· · ef 

Tbi s res taurrmt o{>erated by my f,Ood fri end Fred Odenback in years ~;on e by, u·ns 
lOfJS i 11 Roc bf'sl e r. Alany a good di1w er I enjoyed bere. 



OFF! -:-

Rochester was well represented at the running of the 
Kentucky Derby this afternoon. Here's a portion of the 
group that entrained at the New York Central Station last 
night for the trip. From left to right, they are Frank J. 

TO SEE THE DERBY 

Copyright by Journ a l. All Rights Reserved 

Smith, City Court Judge James P. O ' Connor, Mrs. Joseph 
M. Murray, Thomas N. Nagle, Mrs. Frank J. Smith, Louis 
A. Wehle, Mrs. Wehle and Donald A. Dailey, Monroe 
C"ounty Utmocratic leader~ and Mrs. Dailey. 



The Demo'crql jJIId. Ghronitl• ·Sunday Magazine, February 22, 1942 

THAT INVALUABLE FIRST 
From Community Their Present Positions· of 

These Well. ~ Known Prestige, 

Are Able 

They 

Rochesteriaris 
to Look Back on the First Money 

Earned with an Eye to Its Meaning as 

as to Its Value m Purchasing Power Well 

Big, .nffnblc, lorthright Louis A. 
lVc hl c, mlllion:1lrc president of Ute 
Genl!'lcc Brewing Company, made 
hl11 first cash peddling uti\1{! Jlc.re 
~ how it happened: 
" When I wns a boy of about 13, I 

got m y first job as a helper with a horse 
and wagon milk p oddler of our Gibbs 
and University Avenue ne ighborhood. 
My ll;l-Sk wna to run to th e doorsteps, 
grob th e containers Jell Uiere, fish out 
the tlekct.s wh ich slgulflcd the amount 
of milk d esir ed, then carry them to the 
wagon, whe r e the driver filled them by 
m eans of n dipper from the cans on hiS 
'Wagon, a most u nsanitary method, ·u. 
seems tOday. This job meant getting ~ 
at 4 a. m. I remember how, becnu sci 

· en alarm cloc k would wake up the whoJe. 

~~u~c1~~~1n:t t~n n~;g~:? o~o~:tl;l~;.cdJY, 
father, who always 'nwolce easily, WOJ.!.W! 
pull the string and I'd jump out of bed, 
rush into my clothes and go on my· milk 
:r,oute. .A.C<ter lhc delivering was done, 

rd. dash home, get some brcnkfn.sl and 
tl!cn go to sch•J~i . " 

W ehle also wQrked n.s "hngdy boy," 
nnlng errands and Lbe like l or n ftori.st 

t Main and North Streets. Then tor 
wo years he studied law in the omcea 
t Holchkis.s and Toke. He icoo.ll s.·how 

drew E. Tuko. Who later becn.nie fil.l1 
mportant Insurance executive In New 
'"ork; took him aside one day and sni . r 

• Lou ie, yOu strilte me as a lad w o" 
ants to make money Ca..s L In t at 

<''·ent, you're In the wrong business. e 
J .., i.a too slow." . Ambitlow, vent re-o 
11 )Gle young Wehle s aw tha t Tuke ; as 
r cht, ~~~ th~ ~c!. thJ:!". t_~e~ _lc;!e 

10 law ' boolc s. He took n job nt ~th e 
o d Bnrth olomny Brewery under his 
f lhcr who wos Hs superintend en t. T 1en, 
b 1 wen t away to n. b1·ewing school , nd 
r ce ived a diploma as a brcwmas ter. 1 

Ir 1911 he carne bo.ck to th e Barth~l o­m :1y f\..'J brc wmnster. _ Inc identally the 
p esent big p ln nl over which he is b · ss, 
w l.! 11 pnrt of I h e old Bnrtholon ay 

: ~PYo!r~t~;::· ~~~t·~ ~ ~i~~ ~~::.::r~S~ 
~ L~c ~~~~~~wtl~~t t~::e~er~ b~~~~~C'-~i,fht 

ut Louis Wehle was not one to wdrk 
lo g for someone else. He embe.r:~1 d 
in the grocery and market business in 
B Cfalo. Then he returned to Roches! er 
.to found the W ehlc Bnkeri~s. whi h 
prqspered until there were branches in l 
Mqwaukec nnd Youngstown. In Man h, 
1 92_9, he !!Old out his balu~ry business .~ to 
th}' House or Hn.thnway, !or $1,302,7~· s. 
A ho~os t n ti c copy of that check ha.n ~ 

' or: the wall of the Wehle private ~.!... ' · 
.. T '""lf"trlgR-lHe&~i-thlog-'ll.bouf. 1£,......-Wch~e 
reri,1ark ed, "Ia not th o nmount but tho 

' fact that I .'!O ld out aht months bc(oro 
lb~ big crn.sh." 

Although n millionaire, he Ia not con­
t en t to rl'ml\ln idle. He foh!MW lhc end 

. or prohibition ru'ld nfter buying lhe pres­
ent Ge nesee plant, rushed prepa.ratlonS 
for manufncluring beer. -rho legaliz.o.­
tion ot the foarn lng bcverag~t was a ·Jiltle 
swifter lhe.n he anti ci pa ted, yet with 
onl]- 18 m on-ths' preparntl011 , his trucks 
v.·ere rumbling out of the r iverside plant 
only 15 days after the legali zation ot 
beer In 1933. Now this . 1ndetatlgo.ble 
business man has launched · a new ven­
ture , the manu!o.cture of !ndWilrlal a.lco­
hol In the old Vacuum 011 p1an4, . ''I like 
to st'art new enterprises," be explained. 
=~• ·• :J .• •• • ~.:tc .i -- --· · ·G t ~ 



COMMADERS IN WAR AGAINST P OLIO 

Leaders at a dinner heralding the campaign I 
of the Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
were, from left, Dr. Albert W. Snoke, hettd of 

Monroe County chapter; Louis A. Wehle, 
state chairman, and Basil 0 'Connor, national 
head. Fund drive will be launched. Suml:1y. - -- I. ·--------

11 Million 1944 Polio Cost I 
Cited as Fund Drive Spur 
Hy quoling hearlhrr;d;iug sln l i~Li c., on · Jh e nnmhrr oi 

pcJ;Son.~ strick en by e ripp lin g "polio" epiur. mic~, Basil O'Con­
nor, prrsidcnt., nusw ercd the qn c~lion: " How muc~ h moll<\\' 

Cnnr.muing R cse:tr f' h \ 

sc:~~~l~~2~~i ~ai~~~~~~\;·~~~ {~~~g~~~mJ·~=! 
tiau h lid spent five times as much 
last year as during the first year 
it was set up. 

dors th e i\ationHI li'onndation :!'or ln[a!lt.ile ] '!ll'"til·sis Heed?" In addressing the heads of the 
O'Connor, o r New York City, '':ho 

1 
~: '-· •• • • ,_ • • fund-raising appeal, cha it'men Of 

is a lso president of th e Ameri can ·!probably ::tt least h\o. 7-oeaJS. HI commi ttees a nd health ofifcials of 
Red Cross, aqdr~sed 200 Monroe I takes $l,SO~ a year to ~are . for 11 surrou nding cou nties, O'Connor 
County heads of the campaign for su: h a patJe~t. ,80 you tun. mto , paid tribute to Louis A .. Wchl? of 
the Foundation's fun d-raisin-g cam- ,$1_t,OOO,OOO_ fot ll eatr~cnt. f~I one 1 Rochester, es ta te campa1gn d1rec· 
paign which will oprn _ Sundny a nd J' C a~- / 0 '' Jnst 011 ~ ep id c rmc~ 1 lo1·. . 
\l•ill continue through Jan. 31. H e . 0 Con nor a.sse r trd l!lC Founda- : "Only compl etely selt lcss pcr!'ions 
spo k e at a dinn er in the Scncc.a l• on spent $2,000,~00 rn research i stick· to ·th_c joh of managing this 
H ot 1. ~ n s t year, o.nd pom•ted. o_ut there ! type _of campaig-n. There ~ .s "'!c.ry 

.. fh r IT "d . I Js no way. or ascerlan11ng how Iitle honor o.nd there arc mfm1te 
whic•h e rest~~e~ot~:ez~.~~O c::~., e:~~ ; much the Foundation will have to he~dac l~cs connected . wit~1 H.' 

. about $1l,OOO 000 n ationally for spend nex t summer or the sum- Th ere: 1s only the sallsfactJ?n of 
· treatmen t in 1'944 " h e said. . mer there~fter.. . , knoww g you h ave saved the l1 fe, or 

:ZO.Iany Left Impaire-d In _termmg th ~ Fou.nda_llot~ ·~ h_e_lp male~ .. whole _ o~;e ~ more, a 
' 'It . ( t 'd , h dd ' pecultarly Amen can mstltutJOn, crippled hum ::~. n be m g . 

.. IS sa e 0 _cons! er , _e a . - :he sa id its s upport marked the O'Connor was introduced by Dr. ·~ 
ed, -~hat onc-t_hJrd 'yer~ left WJth l flt ·.st t imP. in hislory !hat any pco~ AlbP.rt YV. Snolte , cha irman o( t he 
Ir_npalrmenLs. after the _dJsensc sub-

1 
ple in I he mass have 6 upportcd Monroe Counly Chapler of the 

. s rd cd a nd Wi ll need t 1 eatme n t for 1 scienti fi c rescrtt·c h. foundation. 



Co1n1nittee Canvasses Sttrpltts Wheat ~..)-itttatio1l 

Committee meets to confer on practicability of obtaining Farm I Franklin Brewster, Louis A. Wehle, Frank Koch and Donald 
Board wheat for distribution to those who could put it to good . Dailey, commissione':" of public safety. Standing, Dr. Meyer 
use in Rochester. Sitting, from left, W. W. VanVechten, E. Jacobstein and Bowar.: T>latt. 



T~-GG'Nl:SEE BREWING CO., INC. 

INTER-OFFICE LETTER 

FRoM ___ G __ • __ H_. __ B_l_o_o_m __________________ __ 

To ____ ~L~·-=A~._W __ e_h_l _e __________________ _ 

SUBJECT 

AL SIGL'S BROADCAST 
July 24, 1946 

1:15 p.m. 

OATEJUly 24, 1946 

I'll tell you what I consider to be a worthwhile accom­
plishment of one of our good neighbors and it's one such per-
son about whom I'd like to talk to you today. A great many people 
know him and are proud to know h im intinately. His name is 
Louis A. Wehle. Now, I'll explain his latest accomplishment in 
a few minutes, but here's a man who leads a busy industrial life, 
who, nevertheless, accepts the plea of the handicapped, who has 
been able to give a great deal of his time to the Infantile Par­
alysis Foundation, and who certainly has accomplished a very 
worthwhile job - a job which is of lasting benefit right here in 
Rochester, not only because of the amount of money raised here 
each year to help care for those which are so afflicted but, in 
addition to that, because of the. huge donation of $292,000 made 
only in recent weeks by the Infantile Paralysis Foundation to . 
make a general study of paralysis, inc~uding cerebral pleurisy. 
Well, a man like that, naturally you expect him to have an avo­
cation. Well, it's a hard question to decide whether life in 
the outdoors is an avocation or a vocation with Mr. Wahle. He 
devotes a large part of his time and his interest to that, too, 
and I think a lot of us have overlooked the fact that here is a 
busy indrustialist, a philanthropist, upon whose time there are 
many, many demands, but who, nevertheless, in the endeavor to 
lure you and me out of doors, has provided the good neighbors 
with a f _ishing contest. 



JThe Sf~~~~~_n_. ·-·--! 
. ~01JTH Dakota, with its millions of pheasants and 160 da)·s 

of shooting, looms as the promised. land for thousamls of 
returned Gis seeking outdoor recreation in .1946. 

New York State isn't gu in g to keep 'em ~ome on ':111? 
one-week, one-bird-a-day p~·ogram with a season limit or three bird s. 

l3cme smart chap in the South D akota Conservation Depat;trnent 
turned a $20,000 investment into a big revenue producer for that 
a;tate, according to Louis A \Yeh le who, \'." i th hi s son. J.ack. recently 
r eturned from that neck of the woods with their quota of BO pheas­
ants and sharp i a iled grouse. 

South Dakota's winters arP- more rigoro us than those of the 
Empire Stat.e but the birds seem · to survive and blossom out in the 
a;pring in fine . fettle. T his eliminates the climate element as a factor . 

Why, then; are South Dakota pheasants able to stand h eavy 
l!booting pressure over a long period and continue to multiply? 

That was a question which Wehle sought to answer and his sur-
vey resulted in the follo\ving conclusions: 

South Dakota ·has more natural food. 
It has fewer population centers and fewer stray dogs :ind cats. 
Hawks are scarce. 
Less than 1 per cent of the land is posted. 
Less than 10 per cent of the land is fpnCed in. 
Long, dry summers permit rearing of three broods. 

Most important of these, of course, is food. Wehle says he loolced 
around a bit and discovered a number of abandoned farms. Th ese 
offer the n ecessary cover. Those farms which are cu litvated are 
devoted to two . dominant crops, wheat and corn. It is noth ing, he 

.l·elated the other day, to see a corn!leld a mile square. 
Some of this cor n is picked ~ machine. and those ears which are 

missed are claimed by the wild birds. 1!uch of the state's corn crop, 
however, is never harvested .. It is intended for cattle feed and they 
don't mess around putting it into silos. They just turn the cattle loose 
into the cornfields when that crop is m atured and Jet 'em go to it. 
Th ey are joined at the festive boarti by pheasants and other game 
bi rds, such as partridge. And the wild ducks winging South have made 
the discovery, too, and m ay be found forming a blanket over every 
little water hole. 

It's just a natura l that can't be m atched by New Ycrk State and 
Wehle isn't advocatin.g an effort to do so. 

South Dakota is sparsely populated. F a rmhouses are f ew and far 
between. This means fewer stray dogs and cats to disturb wildlife. 

Motor cars in . South D a kota, too, travel as much on the open 
country as they do on the roads. You may drive a dozen miles crosslots 
:step out of the car a nd start blasting away. Very little of the land is 
fenced in. Much of it is owned by Indians who rent it out at fr om a 
cent to a dime an acre. There are almost as many trees in L ake Ontario 
as are found in that flat country unless you might be call ing a shr·ub 
a tree. 

Very difficult is the sign "posted." The land generally is wide 
open and any farm er out tb(•re welcomes a hunter on his land. 

Wehle s~tys he tried to give a. farmer on whos~ land h e had been 
hunting a token in the way of ttiree pheasants. The gift was grad­
ously declined. 



ABOUT TO START oil on a leisurely drjve through and Ted, 4. For this hap'py trio riding in thelr 
the countryside are Mrs. John L. Wehle of Scotts· pony ' cart with thali favorite pony leading the 
ville Rd., and her two sons, Chip, 2 Y2 years old; 

way, these drives are among the exciting and 

diverting pieasures of Summer. 



MEET THE WHEEZE-KEEDS, also known as the Bush leaguers. Their proud boast is that they've never fin ished 

worse than second. " Every year," says Roy F., "we've got something to celebrate. For example, this time it's 

the 26th Su nd ay after Wh ilsuntide." If you want to know what the two little check-odees at the right are 

doing th ey're passing the buck. It 's We hle to Bush, o r Bush Ia Wc hle, and take your choice . The others are, left 

a s usual, George" Hoffe nberg, lawrence Edenhofer, Robert (orris , and leo Hosenfeld. 
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All Outdoors 

3 Cheers for W ehle, 
Conservation Chief 

'On the Ball' Early 
B y FRANK DOLAN 

FOR MANY YEARS critics of the Albany end of tho 
State Conser.vation Department. h ave charged that 

the bureau was loaded with a type of emp loye com­
monly referred te, as " deadwood." 

If it is true 1 the ~~deadwood" mu st feel 
now as th.ough the last three weeks has 1 
been spent in a whirl pool. I 

lliiliillll!illiilill\.. Conservation Commissione r Louis A. 
..lis.i.Jtlc has been in oflic e jHst three we ciT I 
and Ule 65-year-o ld Rocheste r dynamo has pro-

~uocs~dc~::eis:~~~:rsR~~,~:~~:~c ~~~:,·;~ t~:~~~/'~n~~::• ! 

Commissioner Wchlc's fi rst rlr. ci sion wa~ 10 ~~ 
\. a proint a new dcpt!IY t·ommis~ inncr. ll e h il 

upon .fuslin T'l'l:!honcy ns th e man to lil!, .the po~ t 
held by Vic Schiff for mrm y year~ . lo get 1l 

on t he rcc:oHI. 'lhts 1s thr onh· ull•tw l ad by I 
Mr Wehle th;~t we q ucs llon Dcpu tv CommTs-

UOLA N SIOnCl ~ J ahon<!Y has be('fl r lnSC In lhe C'<CCUll\ e 
IP~el of t he departme nt for man y :ctus Our fca • ts thai he lll<IV 
be ~.P. vesse l to caiTy over to the new ord er th e thi nly disguised 
contempt for spo rtsmen so o!ten expressed by the depa rtment 
Jn t he past. We would be very lHTPPY H wc·rP.. w1·ong about 

Mahoney. 

* * * 
OTJtEKWISE, l\IR. WEHLE HAS l\IADE DECISIONS on ll. 

half dozen important malters with a promptness which gives the 
departm cn t a new lo pk. 

H e perl';onall y invesHg-itted a s ituation which thr<'.atencd t.he I 
!!oCallop iJnduslry on Long Is land Sound. li e braved fri ~id WNlh c r J 

to journey out to the sca iiOJ) _beds in a storm-tossed boat for an· ll 
o·n-the-sstot lnspeotlorl of fungus-coated scallops about to be lost 

tq the marke t beca-use the fun gus described as a "co ncretion'' 
m ade It Impossible to de termine whether th e sca llops were of 
l ega l 'age for har vest . 

The ene rgetic commissioner examined the scallOJIS d redged 
11 p i.ti bl s presence; ate some or them to assure Jtewsmen they 
were good eating , and with in minutes after gettlng ashore s igned 
a measure! permitting the han.·cst of scallops of any age in the 
arrccted areas. 

Hi ~ decision not on ly put the scallop flee t back in business , Jt 
.!ia ved t housa nds of dollnrs worth of scallops for h unlan con­
sumpti on. 

Sca llops have a brief Hie-span. If th ese deli cious crustaceans 
arc not h arvested in 18 months, they are dead. We'll agree lhese 
shellfish ar e just as dead after harvesting but t ha t way t hey 
h ave economic value . 

* * * 
THE COl\11\JISSJONER ALSO I1tiSPECTED trou t hatcheries 

opentcd by the department t~nd countermanded orders give n 
f or deCl'ea.sed production a l t hese and other trout hatcheries in 
the slate. Corn missioner Wchle indicated that he means to sti ck lo 
his sta tement that his administration will make every effort to 
s lo<'k more fish for spor tsmen. 

This week Commissioner Wehlc won three cheers from this 
rCJlOr tcr when he st a'tcd th at the department will expand it s plan 
of rearin g ringneck pheasants in cOOJleration with the 4'-n 'clu bs 
or t he state. 

Commiss ioner Wehle said that while 4-H boys and girls were 
on a quota or 4.0,000 Pheasant chicks last year , the quota will be 
Increased t.o 100,000 this year. Tht'. only possible roadb lock to the 
lncrr-aNed quota is findin g adcliti onnl young.s lers willing to take 
par t In the plan. 

Commissioner \V('hle also erased one of the practices f or whic h 1 

his predecessors were criticized-releas ing Pheasant pou lts too 
soon. Like most spo rtsme n, Wc hle be li eves that h olding the 1 

yo ung ri ngnccks a bi t longer would increase thei r chilnceS of 
~urvlval . 

* * * 
CO !\ti\tiSSIONER WEHLE ALSO BROKE some free-loading 

hearts whe~i he cam::elled plans to build several homes Cor de­
'partment employes . . He pla ns to spend the $50.000 saved fro m 
this boondoggle for expansion of trOut hatchery faci lities. 

And the final personnel change announced this week finds a 
H erki mer attorney laking over the post or secretary in the d c­
partmcnl. He is .lohn Daly, Herkimer police justi<:r~. who }Jas 
been app{lint cd to succeed Robert Wells. secrl'lary for the pas t 
eiJ::hl yea rs. 

* * * 
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. ;'~~ . Ehr~gasf. der.:';} · 
Genesee · C6n5ervatiofi~~ 

League 

~oui~ \!f. !llicijfc 

:.!>er neue iJorjtjrf)lt~ • Sfommii\ar 
bei3 ~taate.B ~Rmn gjort, .~oui~· \\(. 

?ffief)fe, mar geftcrn. a ben~ €f(Jrengaojt 
her @CD1efee ~onferuation ~eagi.te ;bei 
eine.m G:iien im E encca .~o±el. 

Ueber 900 W?:i:inner-3t,orEl(eute, 
~oiitift'r, 9J(itglieober ber genann±cn 
i:\eaguc, fi.i~renbe \lSerjiinHdjteiten bcr 
~nbujtrie UHb @cje[jdjaft tmb oafJ(• 
rcidJ-t~ i)r.eunbe - f)aiten .jidJ eingc· 
funben, urn .'Qerrn ~ef)Ic ;tribut 31t 
noll.en tmb Gfrfoig mtf ieincm tieucn, 
berantruQthtng§nollcn ~cijtcn ,\U 
ruiinjd)cn. 

:i)aE icfJonite 52o·6 'tuurbc ~crrn 
~ef)fc un0mcifef lJait l:lurdJ ~errn 
Gf,bmunb @illigcn, ben SiJOr±rebaf. 

. teur bcr lJ1.em Worfer ,~craHl·5tt i · 
'6unc", 0uteif, 'bcr if;n alB, einen 
~mann icfJiibertc, ·l:lcr mit .12:ci6 unb 
:5refe jein ~lmt mti3fi irien, :itaten jtatt 
~ortc jpw4cn Ia[[en merbc. 

,'i)err \.illd)lc, ·:~:t[iidrt3 ratnorji1}ct 
ber ®enejce QJre.minn Ci:ompant), fici3 
in jeincr ~lntmort mtf bie if)m gc3oii · 
ten 5tri·bute feittcn .3meifel. boil cr 
ein 'bejrimm res ~ roqramnt irn ~r uge 
(Jnbe unb· bie.B_ uni1cirrbnr\ urr folgcn 
merbc, niimlid) n!lc jtaatficnen Cfin " 
rid)tungen iii r bic Sportf·Icute 311 

ucrGcifcrn, ;:)·iirfJ· unb m'ifb0iirf)tcrci· 
en att{·31!DClltcn, bic lffiilbfJiitcr brJi,cr 

3a \d)ukn unb nirf)t au ,))err$ ; jon· 
•.bern oll ''t'icnern bcr 6 .porticr 31.! rna· 
d) en. 

Cfin nn1bcrcr _ Wr.bner bor .))crrn 
~ei)le, ~01l)ri ·B. i)iai:fel), l:!eiter be53 
,i}iiiJ anb lffiitb ~ife 6et~•c(' be.B "' ' . . ... : . ..... . ......,_.;. -- . . 
:;,)lln·enmlnl Jrcrmm.!:i nr wu 1"J"f'\J .. " ' ' 
bcr in Ieinen ·~!u.Bfu()rungen einen 
fft<incn Gfin-bfirr in bic mo:nigfadwn 
G>cbicte be;;; nen en iEereid}3 · · ~enn 
~efjl:~~ ;\JC.fQ(jlJde UJ1:b i[)m eiJ:re g nie 
\portion. ·,\)u,1n:or _3lt! . ~rfolgrCicf)cn 
9.l~ei:j{cftnt(J feiner bief-(!)l _iiB,iir;J:len 
'lnuri id)tc, farth±e 4idt .id)ncft 'i.ibcr , 
3eug.cn·,, . .befi ~en· ~:cl1fe cbte ')per· 
ilinJid)felt niit effjtcm _ -)) uin.o.r iit 
.f,err :mdJ[C l~cda§ iiiimf[Cl) lm .l2nu fc 
bes. 9.(-6enb§ ein panr bcr 'S.t:i'eic, bie 
il)nt uon ~U~:ii3-ilii:iifincH n:(ldJ . jeincr 
Cfntennung 0ugfngcn, .. imb· nut ein 
9Jlann lllit ,tJuinor f0m1te biejc iiffent· 
Iid) bedcjcn, . unt bonn mit. in ba.B 
)3ad)rn bcr ,<Q'iirer ein;)aitimmct\. 

~inc ~fafettc murDc .\';lerm ~k(!Ie 
burcf) 9Mf iButier,. ben ~ra.jib enten 
ber Qknejee ~on[cr·na tion Bcaquc, 
iuberreicfJt. (g mar bie 3meilc 'Brr[ri · 
·fJunq eincr 2fug3c.id)nllll\1 an .\..'>l'ITll 

lllief)Ic burrf) bic ~eaauc. 



CHAMPION STEER PURCHASED-Mr. Louis A. Weide , Chairman of th e 
Board of the G enesee Brewing Company, holds th e State Championship 
cup won by this Angus St eer at the ivew York State Fat Stock Sho w 
held recently at Caledonia. Mr . Wehle purchased th e 940 lb . animal 
for one dollar a pound, highest price registered at th e sho iV. 

Wehle~ Nagle 
To Raise Cattle 
At .Henderson 

Beef cattle, not race horses, ~ill 
roam 860 acres of land purchased 
near Watertown by Louis A. Wehle, 
chairman of the board of the Genesee 
Brewing Company, and Thomas . N. 
Nagle, president of WhitliJg-Buick, 
it was reported today. 

Both Wehle and Nagle were out 
of town and nof available for com· 
ment. But . ·Rober( Wehle , Louis 
Wehle's son, said that beef cattle 
operations are ·all that are planned 
on the land. 

Purchase of the tract was disclosed 
yesterday in a deed filed j.l;l .. the 
Jefferson County Clerk's office. The 
tract is in Stoney Point in the Town 
of Henderson, about 20 miles west 
of Watertown. It has thi-ee miles of 
shore line on Lake Ontario and once 
was used as a National Guard ar­
tillery range. 

• • • 
THE WATERTOWN TIMES said 

that there were reports that the two 
purchasers were interested in estab­
lishing a pari-mutuel track for horse 
races on the site. Robert Wehlc 
scoffed at the report. however. and 
called it ridiculous." Members of the 
Wehle family own several harness 
horses·. 

. The land w.as · purchased from 
Louis .DeCarolis of 205 Bergen St., 
Rochester. Sale price was not dis­
dosed .· 



Lou Wehle's 450-PouNb 
Earns Membership 

For Sportsman 
NIJW Louis Is n. hiJ;" man nnd Capt..aln Iknn,v's 

cra rt 'di~plnccs ]ll('nty or wat:er but the party 

tonk a. fOUr-mile ride to Sea In tho tnna'H wake, 
fl(lne the loR~, and the Scottsville Road bnron, 
word to ynl1g-hlng It ns h r. iN, confr.sscd h o was 
n t;ir~d mun wh en h ~ finally la nrl l" d hi !!; prl7-r, 

S hOJ .. fly after the tuna h it the herring on 

'Vchle's hook, two otJ•ers got strll<eA a nd h ad 

to cut thrlr IlnP.s, else they might have bern 
towf(d into the wa.\" zone. To m alco t h e )anding 

of t he fi s h more difficult, the pocket in to which 
the butt of the rod rcst4J was spre:ul. 

Se nator Janes brought in his 450-pound er 1ast 

August off Wed geport , Nova Scotia., on ci 54 
ll'ead lin~ with rod and ree l af' ~ r a baltle that 
Iaslerl 3 hours and 15 minutes, in th a cour::;e or 
which the fishin g craft ."Wtts towed something 

like 15 nautical miles. 
Bolli Wehle and J~nes will receive D emocrat 

and Chronicle cerUficates certifying them as 
members of t h e .Western New York Tuna Club. 

Others will be awarded ns credentials a re 
suhmiUC' d. Appli cation" may h e filed with How­
ani n. Kf•mp, w,ho covers the Ouh:loor Circui t for 
'I'h~ IJe moerat n nd Chron1clc, nt this orticc. 

R emember, if .)'OU h ave ever. caught a 150-
pound tuna, anywhere, a ny tln1c, you are eligible 
f o r m flmbershlp , File your n.Ppllcatlon early 1110 

. organization of the club inay be complett~<.l . 
-KE!\11' 



ROCHESTER, N. Y. , TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1995 

:ltntlttml 
Honoring a Sportsman · 

A sportsmen's dinner in honor of 
Louis A. Wehle is sort of natural. 
Mr. W ehle is the new chief of the 
state's Conservation Department and the 
dinner horiors his appointment. It will 
be more than a stiffly formal acknowl­
edgement of the new job. It · will be a 
greeting to a fellow sportsman, a vigor­
ous proponent of life in the outdoors, a 
generous supporter of all activities per­
taining to field and stream. His right to 
recognition was won long before Gover­
uor Harriman invested him with the dig­
nity of office. 

It is interesting to note that Mr. Wehle 
is Rochester 's first member of the state 
cabinet in 25 years. George S. Van 
Schaick was insurance superintendent 
under Governors Lehman and Roosevelt. 
Since then we've had Maurice Burritt 
as head of the Public Service Commission, 
but some authorities hold the cabinet 
consists of the Governor, Lieutenant 
Govet·nor, Governor's secretary and those 
heads of state department whom the 
Governor at stated intervals desires to 
invite to cabinet meetings. 

Under the late Republican county 
leader, Thomas E. Broderick this area 
preferred a number of smaller- state jobs 
rather than one big one. That surely was 
sound theory on the grounds of party 
interest and organization. Still it's nice 
to see Monroe County carry the prestige 
of a cabinet post. 



KUMt, 1"<. o., 
SENTINEL 

MAY 2 7 1955 

Conservation Official Denies 
Claims of Wholesale Firings . 

I 
ALBANY (iPl- Gov. Harriman's missioners, Perry B. Duryea, a : 

conservation commissioner report- Republican, and Lithgow Osborne, I 
ed today that there had been less a Democrat, joined in the con­
than 20 per cent turnover in forest troversy. Both declared that forC'st · 
fire-control personnel since the fire personnel had been hired with-~1 
Democrats took charge. out regard to political affiliation 

Louis A .. • declared that per- under their governors. 
soiB"11i>WI1!54 tned there were Osborne asked the legislative I 
wholesale political firings in the committee to investigate the situa- . 
forest service had made "sensa- tion, but the committee voted to,. 
tiona!, untrue charges." put off action pending a voluntary 

Wehle, in a report to the Joint report from the departm ent. i 
Legislative Committee on Natural Wehle said the department em- 1 
Resources, asserted that there had ' ployed 14 district foresters and 15: 
.been 47 "changes" since last Jan. district rru1gers, none of whom was! 
1 in the Conservation Department's replaced. All, he said, had civil I 
250-member forest fire - control service job protection . I 
·force. Of the 124 forest rangers, with-

In addition, he reported a 50 per out job protection, three had been 
cent turnover in the 56 campsite "released," he reported. 
observer jobs. But, he said, camp- The commissioner said the 98 
site observers were not trained in fire tower observers were consider­
fire control and were not consider- ed "seasonal" positions and were 
eel members of the forest fire unprotected by civil service. He i 
1orce. said 54 of the towers were manned · 

"These are the facts," \Vehle by the same personnrl ;ts bst , ·rr~ r. ' 
said. "despite the anguishrcl cries He reporlE'cl that .19 of last ,·eat•'s • 
of cli tics tha t as many as 200 were observers were not a \'ai labk for. 
bei ng summarily fired ." re-employment, two - wome ... 

Conservationists last w e e k were replaced by men, anc1 .·· 
charged that the department was were replaced "as a result of 
endangeling the state's woodlands ministrative decisions." . 
b.. fjring experienced fire-control Wehle said that of the 47 chani~ 
personnel and replacing them with in the entire fire-control fore!ei 
"green" hru1ds. The state adminis- ne!lrlY half "came about bee~~ 
tration passed into Democratic it was impossible to re-hire ~b~ 
hands last Jan. 1 after 12 years of former employes. and in o · 
Republican control. ca1;es because gqod administrq: . 

,Two foiJne.l: aonservation oom· action dema11ded it." 



JIJN 2 1955 

MosesVetoesHannaPlea 

EDWARD A. IiANNA 

Moses Blasts 
Hanna Charge 
As 'Rambling' 

ALBANY (GNS) - Robert 
1foses, State Parks Council chair· 
man, today branded as · "ram-

l
bling" the charges of irregulari­
ties in the state parks brought by 
Edward A. Hanna, member of 
the Central New York State 

jParks Commission. 
1 ".The charges coJ\tain a lot o( 
~ rambling stu!!," Moses .said when 
·contacted In New York. "! could 
not understand them. 

111 zent them to the Central 

~~:m~s~~~h ~~~m~s:l~~e :l~u~~= 
C'f lb meeting. There was more 
rambling stuff. 

"Something had lo be done, so 
I · talked to the governor and the 
;governor dir~cted Con.eervR.1'19n 
;eommi.1'sioner' ·~vehle to teil .r ne 
~ to ' call a n~e.th;rg to investigate." 

' 11 have aSked Hanna. to appear 
next Tuesday at Randallis Island. 
Eugene Donovan of Auburn .will 
be' :·chairman~ 
•itose~J was asked abut Hariha's 

claim that the entire state Park 
system should be investigated. 

"How long did it take him to 
find ~Jlt out?" How long has he 
been appointed?" 

Hanna was named by Governor 
Harriman Apr. 2. 

"Here J~ another Daniel come 
to ,' judgment," Moses said. 

This cominittee will have its 
•arlng an·d then will report to 
e counciL 

'D" t L" ' \~\state P3.rks Council; Vanderbilt If y Inen \ Webb, New York, Moses, and 
i James F. Evans, director of 
1 stale parl<s. The latter two are Not for Public'; :~~~.~~r· ex-officio of the corn-

~~ :Meanwhile Hanna pointed to 

Ch 0 s a recent meeting of the Central 
New York State Parks Commis­alfffiall ~ ays sion as one of the reasons why 
he is asking that the heanng m 

Robert Moses, cha\l,nan of the New Yorl< be open to the public. 
Slate Council of Parks, has rc- He said that he brought some 
fus ed to open to lhe public the o! the charges of irregu.lar man­
commi ttee hearing which he has agemcnt of the parks up at this 
called to consider charges by Ed- meeting on May 10. 
ward A. Hanna, Utica, member "What did ' the commission do 
of the Central New York State but authorize Howard Stowell, 
Parks _Commission, tha~ s ta_te general manager of the. cigl~t ~ 
parlo; 1n this area arc bcmg nw;:- parks in , this region, to mvcsll­

imanaged. gate the charges,' · Hanna said. 
In a telegram answer!ng which "Stowell is the man responsible 

Hanna sent asking that the hear- for the operation of the parks. 
ing be opened to the public,, "I don't want the same thing 
Moses declared that lhe officials to happen in New York. I be­
he ?as appoi.nted ,to the investi- lieve the facts should ·be laid -.be­
s:atJ v~ comm1llee. do not. ma~e a tore the people. Mt. Evans J.!a& 
practtcc of washmg thetr dtrty stated that I 'have no concepllon 
linen in publi c." · of what makes the wheels go 

The text of Mose.s' rep ly : around' in this matter. I believe 
"\Ve shall expect you at the l that the parh:s administration 

meeting of the Co\.mcil committee has beconle so · accustOmed lor 
?" Tu~sday, June 7. ~ut the meet- . these administrative actions I 
mg wt ll not be pubhc under any which I call irregularities that 
<!i~~umstances,. . they feel they are r igh t a nd 

W~ never ad~rut the p~blic_ to . proper. I say it ·ls up to the p~o~ 
comnuttee meetmgs of thts kn~d pie of Ute state to dectde 
and we do not intend to do so 111: ,~,.· hether or not they are proper 
this case nor is there any be- and they should be given the 

leas ion wHatever !Qr your making chance to know about them so : 
!uch a r eques t. I suggest that t·hat they can approve or disap­
YQU co~sid~r th~t this ~latter is :prove." 
one Which IS bemg considered by Hanna claimed that not only 
highl~ ~eputable officials o! long !:late park employes have bc:n 
standmg who do not make a a llowed to live rent-free m. 
p~acti ce o! washing their dirty homes in some of the s_tatc pari(S 
linen ln public. but that this privilege had a lso 

"You might also consider that . been given to some of the oper­
this matter will be decided thor~; ators of concessions at the 
oughly and that you are among , parks. 
gentlemen." Donald T. Pomeroy, Syracus~, 

Hanna's commen t, upon receiv- chairman o! the Central ~cw 
ing the reply: York State Parks CommissiOn to 

"I am still mindful U1at the ' which Hanna was appointed 
parks belong to the people of about two months ago, said to­

'lthe state, that they are paying day that "we are thoroug~ly 
tor tltese parks 11.nd tltat, if there familiar wlth J..Lr. Hanna's opm-

!ts a ny "dirty. Jlnen to b~ washed ion." . -
it is of the gravest concern t.q "There Is a very rea l difference II 
a.l~ of ihem." • 1 : 

1between his opinions ~n~ th?s~ 
MoSes called the hearing at the j of the !our other commisstonets, 

request of Governor Harriman ; he added. "I have been no,tified 
and Conservation Commissioner of this meeting at Randall s ls­
~ul~ Wellle acter Hanna. had land. I have been asked -to ~o l 
'brOU lit JIJ§ -Charges of irregu- ·. there to represent the comn:ts­
·larltics and mismanagement to sian bc{ore this coJ_nmittee which 
the attention or the state o!!ici- has been appointed to hear the 
als. so·called charges." 

The special committee appoint- Commeitting -on the nature of 
ed by Moses to conduct the hear- the charges, Pomeroy said: 
lng consists of Eugene Donovan, "In view of the fac t _!:.hat th~s 
Auburn of the Finger Lakes hearing has been scheduled, tt 
Park Commission; Horace AI-

1

w0uld be unfair to this commlt­
hright, of the Palisades Park tee to discuss them." 
Commission ; Wolcott HumP.hrey, 
Warsaw( vice chairm an of the 



PAUL H . APPLEBY 

DlqECTOR 0~ T HE BUDGET 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

DIVIS I ON OF THE BUDGET 

ALBANY 

Hon. Louis A. Wehle 
Conunissioner 
Conservation Depart~ent 
Arcade Building 
Albany, New York 

Dear Lou: 

June 7, 1955 

When I was in Syracuse the other day I was told 
that your appointment had been politically the . best that 
the Governor has made because of the general respect and 
affection that the people have for you upstate. Your 
note of June 6 is just another evidence of why this is 
so. The whole Budget Division appreciates greatly the 
thoughtfulness that it showed, and it certainly will add 
to the pleasure of the staff at the time of our picnic. 

Sine~, 



STATE oF NEW YoRK 

DEPARTMENT OF AUD IT AND CONTROL 

ALBANY 

ARTHUR LEVITT 

STATE COMPTROLLER 

October 25, 1955 

Hon. Louis A. Wehle 
Commissioner of Conservation 
Broadway Arcade Building 
Albany, New York 

Dear Louis: 

RECEIVEtS. 

OCT 2 G 1955 

COMMlSSlONER 

I can't tell you how much I appreciate your 
great kindness and thoughtfulness in your generous 
expressions of confidence at yesterday's staff meet­
ing. The thrill of listening to your remarks still 
remains with me and I shall never forget your splendid 
gesture. 

Let me say, parenthetically, that I am proud of 
your achievement ,in the field of conservation and that 
I take advantage of every opportunity to express my 
complete confidence in the high personal integrity and 
great efficiency you display in the fulfillment of your 
own responsibilities. 



MAR 5 1956 

St~te forest Land 
' 

Adds 37,916 Acres 1 

ALBANY, March 4 (JP)-The . 
state has acquired or contracted · 
for the purchase of 37,916 acres · 
of forest preserve land since last • 
4pril 1, Gov. Harriman an­
nounced today. 

Details of the land acquisition 
program will be contained in a 
report to the Governor that Con- ! 
servation C~missioner :j:,,Q.~is_,t\,. 
Wehle will submit this week. j 
··:rrarr:tii'!an said the increase was 

3,000 acres greater than the in- 1 

crease during the 12 years from .

1

. 

1942 to 1954. . 
He disclosed that 8,948 ~cres i 

of the new Janel was a gift from 
1 Finck, Pryun & Co. of Glens 1 

Falls. '! 

Tn commenting on the gift, 
Harriman said: I 

"I am informed by Commis- f 
sioner Wehle that this land in­
cludes several mountain '}Jeaks 
:mel is valuable both as scenery 
and for watershed protection." : 

The Conservation Department · 
bought acreage only ,where it \ 
would add protection to· heact- ' 
waters of streams, afford acce 3S \ 
to presently owned state tracts 
suitable for hunting, fishing or 
other recreation,. or consoli(]~ate~ : 
present state holdmgs and cut ad- ·\ 
rnin~strative costs, Harriman s, id .· 



Friday, June 8, 1956 As Otltet•s See It 

Pheasants • 1-lis Brew Ill 
• • • • • • 

Louis A. Wehlc: A 'Man in the News' Profile 

( Condensed f rom the N ew York Times) 

Louis A. Wehle is a business man who has dis­
covered to his regret that working in Go vernment is 
not at all like working in business. 

Wehle's debut as a public official has been made 
difficult by the fact that he chose to make it in t he field 
of conservation. There opinions are strong and political 
al legiances melt in the face :J f an assault on spor1 sman­
ship. 

The w c a It h y Rochester 
brewer took office as the Stale 
Conser vat ion Co rn missioner 
on J an. 1, l !l55. Since th en 
he has r un ' in to a series of iu­
ci.de nts that have brought 
horne to h im the im potence of 
a stato'l officia l as com pared 
wiih a private business man. 

Soon after Governor Har­
riman ap pointed him, the new 
commissioner found that he 
could name only a single dep­
uty commissioner and a de­
partment secretary to ·aid him. 

Almost all of the rest of 
l1i s "team" in the llepart­
meut was composed of ca­
reer civil servants who had 
helped guide his Republican 
predecessor. 

Under a tradition more 
fi xed in the Conserva tion De· 
partment th an in some oth­
~rs, policy was not expected 
to change with each adminis­
tration. Fish and game and 
for es ts have a lways been con­
sidered as subj ects of profes­
sional concern not allied with 
political fluctuation. 

• • • 
OVER HIS year and a half 

as a public servant, Wehle 
has di scovered with some sur­
prise that: 

When his top department of­
ficJals disagree with his ideas 
for new projects , he cannot dis­
miss them because they have 
civil service tenure . 

a grandiose sta le fi sh ha tchery 
heated by "atom ic power ," and 
th is is the first that department 
o ffi ci~ l s have hea rd of the idea , 
they are disturbed. 

When h decides to spet:<l 
J anuary, F~b rnno·)· nne! :MarciL 
in his wi11 ler hmn e in }~' l orida 

and let depa rtmental person­
u~ l fi!~ h l. the annual Jcgi~ l a li ve 
hal li e without his prestige to 
ho~k him up. they feel they 
have been sold short. 

On to r of these frustrations 
was heaped !.he cause ce lebre 
Qf the 15.000 pheasants that died 
on an island in Lake Ontario. 

TilE COMMISSIONER never 
r an for office before Harriman 
named h im to head the Con· 
servation Depar tme nt. He never 
headed an agency of civil serv­
ice professional s e ither. Now 
he says that the only answer 
to his problems with the Con-

When he wants to hire a per­
sonal public relations man and 
the onl y ava ilabl e job pays $4,· 
QOO a year, he can' t add $4 ,000 
or $5,000 out of his own pocke t 
because this is against the law. 

When he does dismiss some 
of the few non-clv il service 
workers in the department -
ft re obse r vers and camps tte 
caretakers-conservationists out­
side the department take um­
brage. 

U JUIS fl. . WEIILE 

scrv(l lion Dcpnrl ment staff is to 
" reo rga ni ze the whole bunch," 
all.hough civil ser vice may be 
a barrie r. 

" The business men in govern­
ment who do n "t exactly under· 
stand a ll of its problems aren't 
exclus ively in Washington," a 
harr ied Harri man staff mem­
ber said today. 

When a noisy and ambitious 
m ember of a Slate Park Com­
mtsston CErlward Hanna of 
Utica) starts a bitter personal 
campaign against the commis· 
sioner, the campaigner cannot 
be di smissed for insubordina­
tion because he was appointed 
by Governor Harriman. 
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Mr. Wehle's Way 
Monroe County conservationists are 

wise we believe, in holding back any 
forrr{al denunciation of Conservation 
Commissioner Louis A. Wehle. The 
eagerness of some of them . ~o pummel 
the commissioner has surpnsed us. It 
has seemed that the critics are opposed 
to any display of energy and action in 
the department. 

Mr. Wehle is an efficient man, him­
self, and highly impatient when he can~t 
get results. It must be admitted that h1s 
charges against some of his subordi· 
nates were a bit rough, about as diplo­
matic as a barroom punch. They showed, 
however, that he knows what he wants 
to do and knows what he wants his staff 
to do. 

The commi::;sioner has found a po­
litical job is unlike the business world. 
He works with a crew protected by civil 

service, competent men, no doubt, but 
reared in a sort of independence of the 
boss. This 1s understandable and even 
praiseworthy when the boss is a figure­
head. But Mr. Wehle is not cut out to 
be a figurehead. He is a devoted COJ?-· 
servationist and a generous one. He 1s 
accustomed to r esults and anyone who 
knows him ieels that he will get results 
_:_or else. 

Much has beeri. accomplished dur­
ing the commissioner's brief tenure. We 
need only point to the rehabilitation of 
the fish hatchery at Caledonia, the re­
duction in the staff's hours, the straight­
ening out of an ancient pay system. Im­
provement has been made at other spots. 

Governor Harriman is appointing a 
committee to study the Wehle charges. 
Until that committee reports there is no 
good in wild action by outsiders. Some­
how we have a feeling that the depart­
ment will settle down, that there will be 
better support for the Wehle program. 
It probably ·is good for everyone con­
cerned that the commissioner spoke up. 
He may have giver! his staff a needed 
jolt. 
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POND THAT NEVER WAS-Denton I ideal fish pond for youngsters. It is near 
Aldrow, Conservation Department tech- Conservation office on Scottsville Road. 
nician, surveys what was to have been The pond now may never be completed. 



I 

By Floyd King and Jack Needham 

Weh/e's Resignation· Brings Halt 
To Projects lor Area Sportsmen 

!RESI?~ATI?N of Louis Wehle as conservation co_m- Wcllle had P,! idx$40.:000 for it. 
1 mtsswner was the heaviest blow dealt area spot ts- New evidence of the Conser­
:men since farmers b~gan posting land , with the results vation Department's get tough 
;just beginning to be felt. . - policy with game violators is 
i A dozen projects that would not a difficult condition to over- soon in the recommendation of ! 
IJ b nt d h d d . I t come. It frequently happens m District Game Protector Clifford 
1

1ave ene 1 e un re s, ng 1 the construction of farm ponds E. l\loorc that ~!arlin P. Yos- , 
down to the 4-year-old who has and a new chemical 1s used that burgh of Wolcott no be dcnie<l ' 
;yet to catch his first· fi sh, have effectively sea ls the pores in a license. to hunt, fi sh 01' trap 
been halted abruptly with grave sand vctns. However, an OK I S for five years. . . · 

:doubts they will be revived. reqUired from Al_bany to go yos?tu·gh plcad"d gu ilty a111I _ 
: , . . . . ahead on the prOJect and the 1paul f111c s on June 15 for s h~ot­
They were Wehle s bratn chtl- approval has not been forth- ling deer out of season. In hi s 

1dren and the new commissioner
1
1coming. Asked if he thought l.he letter to the department's lega l 

)probably will have different proJect would be compl.etcd, office, nroorc dfscribcd Vos-
,!ideas. Aldrow shr~gg!.d .. cxpresstvcly. burgh as an habitual violator of , 

Just so~lh ·of the Conserva- Fishermen 'who ;ant to launch the conservation law. He pointed : 
lion Department offices on their boats 011 the Genesee River out the Wolcott man had been 

! Scottsville Road is a bulldozed are now faced with a . consider· apprchen~lcd and fmcd las~ year !' 
~ crater that might be called the able problem. Most of the river for shooting protected ":iusthng 

fi shing pond that never was. bank and access thereto arc pri· swans and al~o had pa~d f~nes 
. Wehle had p lanned _it as a fish- vatcly owned and many of the ~OT conscn-auon law nolattons 
j enes research prOJect and as land owners do not take kindly tn 19_41. 19~2 a1~d 1948. . 
l the ideal place to introduce to tresspasscrs. Wehl.c had plans I It 1s _no VJ~Iatton of confidence 
: youngsters to the sport.· for a large launching platform to_ advtse \ osburgh that he .JS 

: It was to have been a two- on the Genesee ncar the Con~ · gowg to be und er close survetl ­
: acre pond, appropnptely land-~ scrvation Department offices. jlance of ~a me protectors from 
: s~aped and well_ stocked wtth One reliable informant said hc lillow on. That ]llcascs us. 
i ttsh. It would ha\e been closed doubted if it would ever get be-
l to adu lt ft shmg but 1f a dad yond the planning stage. 
• wanted to start hts boy along * -x- ·X· · 
: the pathway to a lifetime of fish- Piled along the roadside near 
ing pleasure this was to be the the Conservation Department of­
spot for it. Children's fishing fices is a big mound of cedar 
qerbies also were to be held logs - monument to ,\nother 
here. dream for better area recreation. 

The Department also had Wehle, with the .aid of depart­
pl<inned to use it in research ment fish technicians, had 
projects such as tho, develop- worked out a plan to improve 

I 
meot''of·tish und"er ~ertain· feed· the fishlng in the ''Geitesce near 
ing conditions, weed growth, the Department offices. This 

1 etc. It was . also to be user! to was to be_ public fishing ground 
demonstrate to farmers as the and it was believed. that by the 
ideal farm pond. construction of weirs and de-

The pond has been bulldozed flectors in the river the fishing 
out, a spillway pub in and drain- could be very much improved. 
age pipes sunk to empty the This is another project that now 

., pond if necessary- Then the seems certain to be passed up. 

I 
work stopped. · Denton Aldrow, _ -M- * -l!· • 
assistant g<une research investi- Iromcally, all of these proJects 
gator in the local office and who are on land that Wehle gave 

lis in charge Of such pond proj- the Conservation .Department 
eels, explained that veins · of with the intention that local 

I sand were · encountered which sportsmen should benefit from 

\

preveht5 the pond from filling the setup. No estimate of its 
· naturally. . · . value was g'iven at the time but 

Aldrow explained th_at this is . one· reliable iniorman.t told · ~-~ 



The house we never lived in- in 1958 Mrs. Wehle and I decided to 
move back . into the city, so we purchased the Richard Ford house 
comer of East Avenue and Douglas Road. After the purchase we 
both decided the house much too large and placed it back on the 
market. 



Smearing Louis Wehle 
That man is Louis Wehle, head 

of the . Genesee Brewery, who was 
named Conservation Commissioner 
by Governor Harriinan four years 
ago. Wehle has since resigned, · but 
Wilson, h olding that it is no longer 
possible to sme:..r Harriman, simply 
h ad to smoo.r somebody and he pick­
ed on Wehle by charging that his 
appointment as commissioner was ·a 
"political payoff," a charge that im­
plies political graft somewhere 
a lo'i1g the line. 

For 11 years Wehle headed the 
March of Dimes campaign ancr in 
t hat time he raised more than 
$25,000,000 without as much as a 
penny ~f profit to himself. Instead, 
he spent thousands of dollars out of 
his own pocket for expenses in run­
ning around the stae. He isn't as 
young as he used to be and today 
his daughter-in-law, Mrs. John 
Wehle, heads the March of Dimes 
in Monroe County. A hunter, a 
fi sherman, a sportsman, a phjlan-

thropist of first rank, Wehle w as not 
injured by Wilson's attack upon 
him. To the contrary Rockefell er 's 
run ning mate has hurt his own 
party, has made more votes for the 
Democrats. 

The Republica n Party of Monroe 
County deserves a grea t deal of cre­
clit for the s teps it took immediate ly 
after Wilson's smear. Local GOP 
leaders repudi ated Wil son's charges, 
called Republican Headquartet;s in 
New Yorl{ City and asked that 
Wilson confine hi s campaigning to 
issues. For, a lthough Wehle is a 
Democrat, he is greatly admit ed 
and respected by leaders of both 
parties and the public. 

We here on WE have been asked 
why we arc supporting Haniman 
in view of the fact that, as one put 
it, "He has riot done a'I1yth~ng 

worthwhile in the four years he 

has been governor." 
We told th e man who made that 

statement that he was wrong and 
we caused him to change his mind 
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DEDICATED TO STUART­
AND THOSE WHO LIVE THERE 

By Sunny nae Y oung 

· I think the stars up in h eaven 
Are windows where An~els may look 

To s<:e how we mortals are living 
Then enter reports in ::t book. 

Th~ ciouds are the sailbn:d :· of angels 
Adrift on an az ure blue sea 

The south wind is chosen as captain 
The crew are the other three. 

The rainbow ~ives color for- costumes 
Of soft pastel co lors so pale 

And often a ribbon of color 
Is used to patch up a sa il. 

Th ey drift over r ivers and mountains 
They glide o ve r desert and hill 

They linger a whil e over meadows 
And then they stop ... and stand. still. 

For nestled, below on a river 
Is a sight of beauty so calm 

H omes surrounded by fruit trees 
Flowers and coconut palms. 

P eo ple 1vith love f~r each other 
INhere children eterna lly play 

Where summer is eve1·-without ending 
'VVhue the m oo n makes the nights like day. 

A pl:1ce 11·here the boats ;ail the river 
To gain acce~s to th<!' sea 

·wh ere the birds sing a song to the morning 
Where the best things in life are free. 

Lie l)ack and l'elax in the sunshine 
Feel the spray from a bursting ·wave 

Stretch yo ur arms upward to heaven 
Ah' this is the life that I crave .. 

A place to call home with my loved ones 
Where the sun sets with colorful hue 

Reflecting her beauty in water 
That is see n and enjoyed by tol) few. 

The name of the place that I picture 
\Vh ere the fruits are so sweet and so juicy 

The pla ce is our own littl e Stuart 
At peace on the blue St. Lucie. 
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Louis A. Wehle on his horse. Shortly after thi s was taken 
this ho rse thre w a Detroit man, turned around and while b e 
was laying on th e gro und tried to kick him. l gave tbis bo rse 
to thi s same man . 

Buffalo bouse on Woodbridge Avenue where we lived prior to 

moving to l?.oche ster. 



Royal Horses of Austria, hitched to the coach formerly owned by Franz 
Josef, Emperor of Austria. In carriage- the original Jenn y . Horses we re 
purchased from the Lippizan Stud Farm at Vienna and flown to the U.S. 
by us. 



Jack Wehle' s prize cattle in front of show barn on his farm. Wes Woodward, 
Jack's Superintendent, one of the best show cattlemen in th e country, to­
ge ther wi th Duff and Chip and farm hand. 





How Champions Are Trained 
Wehle~s Pointers Get Love, Discipline~ Understanding 

By JIM LYDON 

Two national champion­
ships were awarded dogs from 
the Wehle Kennels, Scottsville 
road, in the field trials that 
terminated Monday in Bald-

. winsville. 
The awards were won be­

cause of the perform?nce of 
the dogs in the field, but be­
hind that is a story that goe·s 

Wehle 

back 23 years, 
to the begin­
ning of the 
Elhew line. 

The story 
concerns itself 
with what 
goes into the 
making of a 
champion: the 
breeding, 
t raining a n d 
development, 

the devotion to a sport and 

the desire to produce the very 
finest. It's about the Elhew 
Pointer and the man who has 
produced the finest upland 
game dogs in the nation. 

Robert G. Wehle set out to 
produce such a dog in 1936 
when h~ imported from Scot­
land Jem of Fearn and mated 
her with Frank of Sunnylawn 
This union produced the first 
of the" Elhew Pointers. 

. Today a fifth and eighth 
generation Elhew respec­
tively hold the National Am­
ateur Pheasant Dog Cham­
pionship and the National 
Pheasant · Shooting Dog 
Champions-hip. They are El· 
hew ~larksman and Elhew 
Jungle, both bred, raised 
and trained by Robert 
Wehle. 

Marksman was the only en-

Bob Wehle and his: pri.ze winning po inters. 

trant. in the recent field trials I To produce superior point- ! 
that was bred, trained and 

1 
ers, Wehle uses what he calls I 

exhibited by its owner. Marks- I "selective line breeding." 
man has won his champion, , This is a process of" eliminat- . 
ship twice, first in 1956 when. ing the undesirable qualities 
he became the youngest dog and intensifying the traits 
to ever win that title. He was ~anted in a pointer. 
two-years-o ld at the time. "I can breed a litter today 

• • • and predict the physical 
characteristics, the endur~ 

THE WERLE KENNELS I ance, the hunting desire and 
are also unique, the only ken- other traits of the dogs, eV.en 
nels th~t have won four na- \ certain markings," Wehle be-
lwnal titles Ill the country. . gan. .· 
~Vhen c~nversation turns to' "By in-line breeding, that 

pomters Ill the Scottsville; is by repeatedly breeding the 
road home of Robert Wehl~ best dogs back into the same 
and Wehle talks about his family, one can produce dogs. 
pomters he does so with the: having inherent qualities that \· 
reserved tone· of a man who1 become so fixed an eight­
knows what he is talkmg, week-old puppy will point ! 
about. game with no training, nor 

any idea of what hunting is 
all about," Wehle continued. 

more popular and the compe­
tition at them more keen. 
The number of field trials 
held in this country has 
quadrupled in the last 20 
years," Wehle said. 

"There are many phases to 
raising a champion. You br,eed 
for quality. Thi~ gives you 
the dog, but he rimst be de­
veloped thrvugh training and 
the key to training is com­
munication with the dog. 

"You have to understand 
how a dog thinks, the limit of 
a dog's intelligence, its needs 
for love , food and even disci­
pline . A successful trainer is 
one who can develop the in­
herent qualities of a pointer 
without lessening the natural 
attitude of a hunting dog." 
Wehle concluded. "A good bird dog is the ' 

essence of upland game i 
hunting and a pointer ex- : · 
cells all other sporting i 
dogs in . the pursuit of up- · 
land game. Hunting without ' 
a dog is like going to a ! 
fox hunt without a horse," I 
Wehle said. · 

Wehle has just finished a 
book about the development 
of the American pointer. It 

"THE RISING GAME popu- may be published- in the near 
lation has brought about an future. 
increase .. in the demand for '--------------­
good sporting dogs. The dogs 
are becoming more popular 

. . ' which makes the field trials 
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1935 on board the "Qu een Mary" to Europe - Jac k Wehle, Louis A. 
Wehle and John Murray. 



1937 - Havana, Cuba, at the Gran Casino National. From l eft to right: 
Louis A. Wehle, Marg Strong; William Kreiner, Mrs. William Kreiner, Chas. 
Hall, Elizabeth Wehle, Grif Strong, Cuban guest, Betts Wehle, Bud Krein­
er, Cuban guest. 
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Jhe 
WEHl.E ST P~BLE 

left: Nogara Hanover (Webber) 2, 
2:10'%, The Nibb le Hanover miss, 
now 3, won 5 of I 0 starts last year 
and took her record at Buffalo 

Race way. 



Above: Tho stables and living quarters at the W ehle 
Plantation in Stuart where the Genesee Stable winter train­

ing quarters are maintained. 

Right: Sorceress Hanover (Webber). the three -year-old siste r 
to th e leading money winning trotting stallion Demon Hdn­

over I :594/s . 

Bottom right: Famous Hanover (Dick Webber) 2, 2:06Vs. the 
Hoot Mon-Fay colt is a Hambletonian hopeful and is owned 

-by Mrs. L. A. Wehle. 

Dick Webber is training nine head of two- and three-year­
aids at the Wehle Plantation half-mile training track at 
Stuart, Fla. The three-year-olds include the Hambletonian can­
didate Famous Hanover 2, 2:06~/5 by Hoot Moo-Fay 2, 
2:07V2 (owned by Mrs. L. A. ·wehle); Sorceress Hanover 
(sister to Demon Hanover l :59o/s), b f, by Dean Hanover­
Sorceress; Meadow Mim, ch f , by Adios-Belle Abbey 2 :11; 
Prospectus, !.r c, by Darnley-Vi~tory Day 2, 2:12Y4, Nogara 
Hanover 2, 2:10o/s, b f, by Nibble Hano,·er -Amy Jane 2:04V2 
(p, 2:04% ); Patriot Hanover, b c, :!>,by Hoot Moo-Pauline 
Hanover 3, 2 :09V2 ; all owned by the Genesee Stables, and 
Jess H anover, ch c, by Nibble Hanover-Julep Hano,·er 
2 :06')15, owned br Mr. and- Mrs. J. L. Wehle. They are all 
training miles comfar:abl y in 2: 3 5. 

The two-year-olds are Abbess Hanover, b f , by Dean Han­
over-Ava Hanover, owned by Mr. and Mrs. J . L. \lifeh le, 
which is training nicely on the trot and has been several miles 
in 2:50 with eighths in :20, and Enac Hanover, b c. by Nibble 
Hanover-Edith Hanover 3, 2:os y2 that has been in 2:-iS-:18 
and looks very promising. He's owned by the Genesee Stlbles. 

· ... ~ . . :- . 
. ..! ~: 

These buildings and grounds around them on the St. Lucie River w ere 
given to th e Jesuits in 1957 by Mr. and Mrs. L ouis A. Wehle. 



Dr. l! arry Guess and Loui s !1. \\ 'e ble at Camp . Genesee at 
Wesl em Koon about 1<)4 2. 

The !l o us e on th e corn er of Pelham I<.oad an d East Avenue 
wh e re w e lived for som e years . 

The L ouis Wehles' Summe r [-lome, Cape V incen t, N.Y . 



The famous quartet from Bill's Gay Nin et i es of New York with Mrs. Grif 
St ron f!. on th e oc c as ion of the comin f!. ou t /Jarl"! fo r Ted Wehle. 



Helping to celebrate my 60th birthday, Fred Loewenguth, Harold Wehle, Bill Kreiner, Jr., Dr. 

Drysdale, Justice Bill Love and Dr. Harry Guess. 



Judge L ove, Sol Heumann, Frank Smith, lrv Davenport and Carl Hallauer, at the party in my 
honor as Pres iden t of the Automobile Club, Decembe r 1945. 



St arting on a Moose Hunting Trip in Quebec, Canada, zn 1950 w ith two 
Indian gu ides. Th e f-lunt was success fu l . 

Thi s Moo se sho t by Louis A. Wehle, loaded on two canoes on its way back 

to Rochester. 



I 

\ I \ 
Democratic National Convention, July 1952, Chicago. Dick Balch, New York State Chairman, Mayor 

Corning of Albany, F. Hogan, Onandaga County leader and L. A. Wehle in a huddle. 



Louis A. We hl e and William 
Kre in e r, Buffalo , on steamship 
crUlSe . 

Taken at In auguration o f President Truman m 1952. 





Mike DiSalle, rmd L. A. Wehle in Rochester. DiSalle zs now Governor of Ohio . 



Mr. Tho mas N agle and Mr. Loui s We hle aboard "Queen 
Mary'' in 195 7 on way to Irelan d . 



The bar maid at the Cheshire Cheese Inn, again serves me as she did 22 years f;rior, accompanied by Tom Nagle. 



The offici al reception given myself and Tom Nagle by Mayor Briscoe of Dublin, Ireland, the only J ewi sh L ord Mayor of . 
that city in history. The man to the right is Alden Hatch, th e Mayor's biographer. 



. ' 
~~~' 

Talkin g to a Guiness Brewery delivery man, Dublin, Ireland, 1957. 
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The dedication of the Wehle Pond at the Syracuse State Fair , 19 5 7. 





A~ eM- ol- 1<~ 

13 {3attvtaa Stuet, ;tZ~, ?t, *· 
Vecem~ 15, 1945 



William S. Addison 
Harry 0. Alderman 
John P. Uoylan 
George H. Clune 
W. Dewey Crittcnc.kn 
Harry B. Crowley 
Donald A. Dailey 
Erwin S. Davenport 
Charles \V. Denniston 
Justin J. Doyle 
Hon. James P. B. Duffy 
Dr. Raymond E. Elliott 
\X1illiaru Fay 

Francis P. Beattie 
Chief Henry T. Copenhagen 
John \V. Dennin 
Dr. Harold R. Drysdale 
Dr. Benedict]. Duffy 
Charles H. Gertner 
William J. Gucker 
Dr. Harry A. Guess 
Charles Hall 
Dr. William S. Hartigan 
Bernard Held 
Richard Herr 
Dewey Hill 
Frederick R. Huberlie 
Clarence E. Jennings 
George B. Kelly 
William E. Kreiner, Jr. 

Carl S. Hallauer 
Myron J. Hayes 
Ray F. llcaly 
Sol Heumann 
John \Y/. Jardine 
Hon. \'lfilliam F. Love 
Thomas L. Lee 
John]. Mcinerney 
Elmer B. Milliman 
John B. Mullan 
T. Carl Nixon 
Fred .J. Odenbach 

Walter F. Lavin 
.Michael J. Lawless 
Elmer C. Lawtoo 
Lieutenant RicharJ S. Lee, USNR 
Carl H. Loebs 
Frederick .M. Loewenguth 
William F . .Martin 
George .McGowan 
Guy Michael 
Joseph .M. Murray 
Thomas N. Nagle 
A. Elmer Raithel 
John J. Rohrbach 
David S. Rutty 
.Milton G. Silver 
Ensign Robert C. Silver, USNR 

Charles S. Owen 
Samuel It. Parry 
Lee Richmond 
Herman RlJssell 
Frank J. Smith 
Henry H. Stebbins, Jr. 
Henry .M. Stern 
Harry C. Stevenson 
Frederick M. Tobin 
John F. Ulfert 
Louis A. Wehle 
George C. Donahue 

(Scc.:rellfi:J') 

Sheriff Albert W. Skinner 
Francis M. Skivington 
George J. Skivington 
Oscar U. Spiehler 
Julius Steiner 
Captain Edward Stern, M.C. 
Alvah G. Strong 
Hon. Marsh N . Taylor 
Daniel 0. Traverse 
Martin W. Utz 
John Vertrees 
Albert E. Vogt 
Harold J. W ehle 
John L. Wehle 
Robert G. Wehle 
Walter H. Wickins 
Com. Thomas C. Woods 
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RACE COMMISSION 
OKAYS WESTERN 

No Y. TRACK 
New PlaJlt Due 

To Be Erected 
By Association 

Ashley '1'. Cole, chairman of the New York Sta te Racii1g 
Commission, on behalf of himse lf a nd Connnis, ioners David 
Dows and \Vi!li am C. Langley, announced ycsLenlay that the 
commission approved the filing of a ccr tiflcatc oE incorpo ration 
Qf the Western New York Racing 1 -:--c---:---;::===-c---,::,-~­
A ssociation In c. for t h e condu ct of 
tho rough br Cct r acing at. a track to 
b e located in W este rn New Yol'k. 

Appi·oval followed t h e filing by 
the newl y fo rmed racing associa­
tion with the co mmis.r:;ion of elabo­
rate 'P lans fo r a t;nodcr n , thoroug h· 
bl:'ed racin~ pl::~nl design e cl by John 
Sloan; N ew Yorl\ a r ch itect and d e­
l!lgner of some Of t.hP. foremost rac­
ing es.la.blishmcnls ln this country 
and M exico. 

Await l\laLcrinls 
While r acing di1lf's h<1.VP: nnl; y C'l 

been d cle rm :ned, ll1e new plant. Is 
6Chedu lcd to be buill when m a teri­
als. are available. 

The s ilc w j\1 in clude a one-mile 
r acing strip, a one-m ile t rainin g 
track, s tables and stands of fire­
prOOf construction, together with 
large a u tomob ile and bus par king 
il r ca.s and adequate railroad facil­
i ties. 

(Furt.hcl' in formation a.s to the 
slte of the t rael{ was n ot. ;nail­
a ble Jast. n i~h t Jro 111 t h e 1ucal 
m embe rs of t he assuciaUon.} 

Th e group r.;ponRoring this new 
r acing associa tion a re outs tanding 
business m en, severa l of whom 
h ave been interested in breeding, 

> . . ~ l . 

racing and hunt meets in this. and Varif'll I nterest s 
o the r slat~.<;. J A~Uv.tti r:s of sO me of t h~ m eru-

Chairman Col e s!alrd that l .h e t\ b e.rs -Q [ the n ew associaUoo. show 
racing public of We:o:tern New Yor l< I a wide. fi eld of interests. Sc.hoell­
and continguous ar eati can be as- k op f has h ee n a m ember of th e 
5ttred Or the best lyp~ o( r nc ing un- ·~ New Yor lc !'ilate Parlt Com m ission 
d e r the :<: J10n~orslJip of the new r ar·- ! f o1· 27 yea r s, i s IL tru slee of Cor- l 
lng a.s~ocialion. Nu mbered a n\on:: :! .n e ll Un iver s ity :\nd Niagara Fal!s

1
1 

Hs members are : ' Memorial Hospilal. 

Knox is prrsi<lent of the Buif ;"t)o I 
Fine Arts Acad emy, tr11stce of t he 
Un iversity of Bufralo. B u f falo 
J>.:Jusc nm o r Scif' n('(' nnd :Millard ! 
Fi lhnorc Hosp i tal. \Vc nd t. is n w e ll • 
kno \vn breeder o[ thoroughbred ' 
01orses a nd trus tee o f the :Buffalo ' 
General Hosp ital. \Vehlc also is a. 
m em her of the Sla te Park Com­
nlissio n, a di recto r of the Genesee 
Conse r vation L cogue an d State Di- 1 
r ec tor of the Fund Raising Cam­
p aign for th e Nat iona l Infan tile 
Parlnys is Foundation . Nagle is a 
breeder of thoroughbred horses lis 
well n~ pure br eed Holstein catt1e, 
T ob in is a dj!·f'c tor of t he Ame-rl­
c~n 1\ l f':lt 'P :IC' I:PI'S ln :: titute or Ch~~ 
cago. 

1\. r t'inrr rcc E>n tly r etu rned rro m 
ser..,•ict"' a s lit!ulenont·commander. 
USNH, a nd Dr. Guess is pas t presi­
den t of t he Erie Coun ty Medi r~ l 
Sopiely an ll past pl'es ident o( Mil· 
lard Fil lmore Ho~pital. 

Th e l<tw fi rm of Hodgsoh, Russ, 
:An~~·cws, Vlood.s a nd Goodyc:'l.r of I 
Burf'alo ·.~as heen rcla in P. rl ;1 : 

coun se l for the racing as~ori ; · · 
l ion . 

W<i1l& MomTJ<H' 

Sey,m.oUt' H . 1'\:no.x, B UtTalo, pirec-

~~·d l;~~ ~~~~.re:i~~n~i~efct~;a~~~ 
chairman of t he board of Marine 
'.rrust Co.; Pnul A. Schocllk opf, 
Niagara Falls, chairman of the 
b uanl of B uffalo Niagara E lectric 
Ccrp., a nd pre~ident of Niagara 
F a lls Power Company; Henry \ V. 
VVend t, B uffa lo. chairma n of the 
Board of t he Buffalo Fo rge Co.; 
Loui s A. VVchle, Rochester, chah­
man of th e Board of t he ·G en esee 
Brewing Co. I nc. ; Thom a.s N. Hagle, 
R och ('SlCJ", prc~idc n l :1.nd d i rccto 1· 
of Whiling Buick Inc.: Frederick · 
11. T obi n, Roches ter, president and I 
director of Tobin Pt~cking Co. Inc. ; 
Donald A. Dniley, noch cst er, direc­
tor· and m emb er of execu tive com­
mittee of Gen esee Va ll ey Trust Co. ; 
Dr. Harry C. G uess, Buffalo, phy­
sicia n a nd member of the faculty, 
M edical Schoo l of t he University of 
Buffalo, and \Vi llinm E. I<rein cr 
III, Buffalo. of \ VIlliam E. K,rein er 
11.11d Sons 1 nc. 

(Con tin ued to Nexl P age) 



Wehle Acepts 

Hot Stove Bid 
Louis A. Wehle, new coom· 

missioner of conservation, 
has accepted on invitation to 
attend the Albany Elks Hot 
Stove League session · for 
the benefit of the Albany 
Sports Infantile Paralysis 
Fu!!d. The Hot Stove pro­
gram Is set for Feb. 8. 

(Cont'd. from Preceding Page) 

It was pointed out by t);le com_­
mission that all thos~ li sted ate 
prominent In financial a:nd indus ... 
trial circles in the state as .. well 
a.s being actiVe in ·social an_d ·ciVic 
itffairs. · 

Chairman Col e sa id plans for 
the track made am ple provision 
for public conveniences and com­
forts ·. an~ provide a ll moderr} 
faciliti es for employees. lie de· 
r:;cribed some of these e.S, com­
fortable and adequate seating, fire 
:'}Jrotection, numerous and w·ell 10: 
cated drinking fountains, a stable 
area with ample dormitories and 
flifling and sanitary facilities. 

l-Ie e.Jso expressed the opinion 
t)J·at the business and civic stand­
ing of the membership of the new 
rJLcing association would cons"titute 
an assurance that racing will be 
'veil cOnducted at the state's new 
racing C·anter. 

~Louis W ehle Named 
): Conservation Chief 

Louis A. Wehle, Rochester ,_ .. , 
sportsman and brewery executive, 
was appointed today by Gov.­
elect Averell ' Harriman as state 
conservation commissioner in the 
new Democrat.ic state administra­
tion. 

Harriman made the announce· 
ment at a news conference in 
New York City, called to an­
nounce a series ol ap pointments 
to high state offices, among them 
the $17,000 conservatio!l commis­
sioner post. 

INTERVIEWED following the 
announcement, Wehle took a cau­
tious approach to questions ahout 
his . views on state conservation 
poli cy. 

He said he liad not come to 
any conclusion as to a definite 
state forest preserve policy antl 
·would like to 1mt the so-called 
Panther Dam question "on ice" 
!or awhile. 

Wehle actively sought the ap-
poin tment and was backed by LOUIS A. WEHLE 
Francis J. D'Amanda, Monroe 
County Democratic leader, and ler Authority, to be superintend­
by sportsmen throughout a wi~e ent of public works at $19,500 a 
area of Ups tate. New YoN. year. 
Wehlc has been active 111 sportmg Daniel J . Carey of Gro ton, N.Y., 
and conservation circles for years. dairyman and former. assistant 
He sponsors a statewide fishing. secretary of agriculture, as agri­
contest annua lly to promote the culture and markets commission­
spo~t and ~!so has a. broad· inter- er at $17,000. 
est m huntmg and wildlife. Daniel Gutman, of Brooklyn, 

The selection of . Wehle. h~s president justice of the New Yor~ 
been a loosely held secret m City municipal court, to be C4JUn· 
recent weeks. His candidacy for sel to the governcr at $18,000. 

' a top state job under Harriman James L. Sunquist, of Wash· 

I was disclosed · initially by The · in g~.on, D.C., for the · last two 
Albany sources said that fo\'mer , Times-Union weeks ago. lyrar: assistant to Democrat~c Na-

. State Senator John J. Dunmgan, · ' tioaei Committee Chmrman 
onetime Democratic Sanate leader lj ~ 0 0 .~t•;n hr1 Mitchell,- to be assistant 

:and the "father" of pari •mutuel O'l'HEit APPOINTMENTS an- 1secrc.ary to the g?vernor . . .. 
racing, and John Sloan, · former i nouneed by Harriman t.oclay are: : Dr. Herman IIII!eboe, state 
Demo~ratic member of _the Racing : John w. Johnson, Buffalo· con-jh_ ~_alth r.ommisison_er, to continue 
Commission, a prommen t . race. struction man and former gcn- ·: .l the post to wluch he was ap· 
track architect, are interested in ' era! manager of the Buffalo Sr\\· : ,,ointeJ by Dewey_ in 1947. 
the Bu!Ialo venture. f ! · · - · - .. . _ ... 



rconservation Commissioner Wehle 
Aims For More Fish, More Game 

ROCHESTER, Dec. :/() (!P)- the statewide picture. 

to the job of . o/-<iSLate con- that will be helpful to the sports-
3ervation co ioner on Jan. 1 man and consistenc with good con-· 

schools here. and was g:raJt;ated 
from the National Brewei:Y __ ,,Acad­

emy in New Yori< City: 
From 1911 until 1920, when. pro-

Louis A. Wehlc, »'caltb,;/·.Kocllcster He will give wholehearted sup­
sportsman an~·· wct·, \\;l!-1 step in- port, he promises, to "any proj.ect 

with a backgr nd that supports his servation." hibition became effective. ·he wa.> 
~lm of "more fiSh and more game." He has a special interest in farm in the brewing bnslne.ss. He then 

Annna·lly since 1944, the man fishing ponds. He believes more turned to the gro:ery business. He 
ohosen by Gov.-elect Averell Har- are needed thro~:ghout the state ga·,;e that up in 1925 anu became 
riman to head the S tate C0nserva - and he wants to encourage farm- president uf the Wehle · : Baking 
Gion Departm ent has sponsored a ers to dig them. Compan y. 
fishing contest for ·New York State "Such ponds." he says, "not only With repeal. the bakery wa.s ac -
mgicrs provide a ' tivity for the sportsman, quired by the Hathaway interes:.s 

Wehlc . 65, long has been a mem- they a lso provide a fine crop for I of Boston . and Wehle reorga]lized 
'Jer and cfiicer of the Genesee the farmer." His O\rn farm has a the Gen~see Brewei·y, which has 
Conservation L<iague. He also is a· fish pond. prospered under his leadership. 
mem~er of the Genesee State Par:< Wehle. who will succeed Perry In 1 ~ 17 . Wehlc married EJ!za0et.h 
-:;otnmission. B. Duryea as conservation com· Raab, of Rochester. The ir two chil-

He lives on a 1,7·JO -acrc farm in missioner. also is interested m ·~ dren, J ohn L. and Robert G. ,. ar·~ · 
S-c ottv il1 ~. a few miles south ol more widespread conservation ed:.1 - in the famil y brewing business. . 
Rochester , where he raises pheas- cation. Several years ago he was He has been a lifelong Democrat 
ants, mallard du-cks and harness I a leading promoter in the distribu- 1 and active in party politics at ali 
:acing horses. tion of conservation books in Roeh- l levels. !Ie was a president-ial elec -

Last April he quit the racing ester area schools. He believes good tor in · 1~36 and a delegate to the 
:ield to concentra te on breeding education is the soundest basis ror I Democratic national c"'lll'ention in 
:1arness horses. good conservaticn. lS" 'l. r ... 14, 1943 and 1::.52. . 

V'ehle announ~ed re::en t ly that .\Vehle has hunted and fished in :·"chle is a former president or 
'1: i.ad se•:ered all active connec- many parts of the United States • th' Rochester Auto Club ·and the 
~ion with his business interests to and Canada. He has shot moun- Western New Yot·k P..acing Assn. 
iel'ote full time to the conscr\'a - tain llon in Arizona and moose in Last summer he resigned a.a . 
;ion r-ost: i.Qtlebec. And he has. fished in all brad of lh~ Ne w Yorl: State Marcl1 

Any spcdfic conscrv.ction pro - : tYJ1es of waters. of Dimes, nf tcr lJ years, because 
_until : Wehlc was tcrrn in Ro:· t1-:-st.er on 

1

. or th e " p 1·e~~ ure of business· ana 
·. ~22. 188D. He attended puiJl•c personal fac tors." 



1 iRACE TRACK. 
'COUP' STIRS 

I-low lhe commiss ion, which is 1 

cont.rollecl, two to on e. by Rrptlbli- ! 
lea ns approved the a ppli cat ion wh en 1 

;,n Republi can group waR in lhe fi eld : 
I' co uld not be d elc nn inecl. But the 
': vVchle led org:tni7.alion, in cluding H 

j numbe1· of prominent B uffa lo Hc-

1 

pu'blica ns, got it a nd onlv the for- · 
m a lily of a li cense w hc; the n ew 

1 

trac k is cons lruc t9rl before it oper- ! 
, ateB. . 

1 
ll is l<nown th"t Roches lerinns 

w ho t a l< e an inte rest in horse 
1 r aci ng surveyed th o possibility of ~Q$i"ll§~E 

· a We:<tc rn New York t.rac l< for 
,·City Democratic ·. ! the runn ers severa l year• ago · 

\!and r ej ec ted the pla n ·because of 
· Group Credited . 

1

.

1

lhe expense and th e then es li-
1 m a ted return . i 

l With 'Slee e ' ! Buffalo and Alba n.v politica l. p r I c ircles were di ~t r essed hy th e ~ 
i '\'Vchle coup bcr:a.use the Roch es- 1 

I 
Other S tory Pag·e 21 ' ! tcl:ians invol\' ed are closely asso-1 

By EMMET N . O 'BRIEN . j \ ciated w ith Postmaster Do;.,ald A. I 
State poli tical circles nnnhl ed ·! Da ll e,y, brother of Vincent D a il ey, 1 

I w ith r epercussions last nig h t wh~n !]former ass ista nt state. D r. n.locrat.ic\ 
it was learned thfit a grou p of ' cha1rman. Don a ld D ai ley w as list ed 

1 Hoo::heRter Dcmoc ral.s pull ed it com- · ~mong- the ori g-in" I direc to rs 'Or I 
j p leti! "sleeper" on a Buffalo R e- the corpora l ion. The h eavy D emo-
i publican com bination in a s truggle era tic tinge was too much for 
: for control of a projected Western ;sensi tive ·Erie County Republ! can I 
-iNew York ra.ce track. 'I souls, i t a ppeared. I 
! The D emocr ats, hea ded by Louis 1'1/chle to Be Head 
;A. W ehle, president of the Genesee I· Wehle yesterday wa.s designated 
:Brewing Company e.nd active in a i for president of the n ew group, 
'variety or interests; came, in tra ck ! ~ - t he Western New York R acing 
pa rlance, "from nowh ere" in tt h a rd Ass~eial.ion a nd Da il ey, treasurer . 
.stretch drive to snatc h sanction of j Papers on fil e with th~ Secretary·. 
the RepubEca n- controll ed State . . of State show th at W ehle and 
Racing Con: mi ss ion for the huge . I Thomas N. N agle, prominent 
track pmject nea r Buffalo. L eft vVebs tet· D emocrat , and oil and 
strictly out of the money was the i autom ob ile dealer, ho ld all o( the 
Buffalo group which, reportedly, i Class A voting sto.c k, or 6,250 
had t h e backing of Edwin F. ! -s hares each. 
·.raeckle, Erie Republican cha irman ! Wehle and Nagle, the Alba ny 
and former state GOP cha irma n . j papers show, a lso hold 5,000 

The bitter reactions in Erie Re- ' sh~res each in Class B stock, or 
publican circle.s have reach ed Gov- a total hold ing, with Class A, of 
ernor Dewey's office, It was 22,500 out of a total o! 25,000 
learn ed. sha res issued . Th e balance is 

Action Surprises held by the others interested. The 
Monroe Republicans w ere sur- association is incorporated, the 

prised by the ac tion or the ,state p a pers said, for $250,000, consist-
commiss ion, but to date have shown ing of 25,000 shares with a pa r 
no resentment or indicated they ~ \ ; value of $10. They are evenly 
would s eek any retaliation . ' . ,divided between Class A and Class ; 

, B. , 





More Fish and Game Goal 
10f New Commissioner W ehle 

More fish and game for New York sportsmen, mainly through the production of hardier species better able to 
:survive the transition from hatchery. or game farm to the wild state, is the goal of wuis A. Wehle, newly-named con· 
servation commissioner. 

It is his idea a better survival rate for state stocked pheasants and trout will provide the quickest increase for the 
rod and gun and to accomplish this he proposed the state hold its young ringnecks longer and condition them better for 
the task of living in the wild. He also hopes to provide hatchery facilities that will permit Jrout to be conditioned to 
finding their own food before Right now he Is engaged in this year. Of course, there is ; release in hunting covers. 
being released in streams inspecting the department's the problem of stirring 4-H in· ) "I believe we have been. r e .. 
through the state. facilities throughout .the . s ta~c. terest in the project so there /' leasing birds at too young. an 

The Wehle philosophy is and mapping plans to expand will be enough interested to , age-hothouse birds not able to 
summed up in his remark that production of fish hatcheries handle the 100,000 young pheas- i care for themselves in the wild. 
"I am not concerned with and game farms. ants. . . . 1 I hope we can devise a way to 
what is · said about me while Although the budget under Another 100,000 Will be ra1sedi harden the birds better and thus 
I am commissioner. But after which he will work this year, at the state game farms and \ assure a greater survival in the 
I've finished this job I want was prepared by the outgoing Wehle has hopes the state will 1 wild. 
it said 'there was a guy who commissioner, the new chief · be able to hold the birds longer ! "It ~eems to me a waste of 
really did something for tha already has decreed an in- $0 they will be more mature ; money to turn out pheasants 
boys who fish and hunt.', ~~eat9e55.in :::asg~:;t~~o~:ti:~ and better able ·to survive when ' before they are able to feed for 

Wehle, who took over Jan. 1 released. / themselves and before they 
and now is in the process of 4-H . boys in · the ringneck He wants a 19nger period! know how to protect them-

. . d . h' rearmg program. .of hardening for the birds be-
1
' selves. Under the system fol-

gettmg onente m IS new Wh 1 about t th 1 
job has not had time to make . h eret on Y 40,000 fore they are pu on e r j iowed in the state, the losses of 
can'crete plans, but he is sun P easan s were tu~ned over to own in the ·field and even, has, young birds has been terrifi c. 
of his goal-more and b'etter 4-H members to ra1se last year, hopes of eventually improvingi "I! we c~m cut that loss we'll 
f h d a d better Wehle has ordered 100,000 the ringneck breed so a hard~ have more birds in the field for 15 an more n chicks for the .club meq~bers for ier birds can be produced for the gun and that is what I 
game. want. 



- - - ·-·-·- ----

Sportspotlight By Hy Rosen 
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Jan. 20, 1955 
. _.:...._-------~ By HOWARD KEMP 
\Wehle Appointed ' 
~ To Advisory Group 

ALBANY, Jan. 19 (GNS)­
Gov. Harriman today appointed 
Agriculture Commissioner Daniel 
J. Carey of Groton and Conserva­
tion Commissioner Louis A. 
Wehle of Rochester as advisory 

. members of the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Natural Re­
sources. Harriman said Dr. ·Her· 
man E. Hilleboe, commissioner 
of health, reappointed to head 
the health department, will con­
tinue to serve as the third ad­
visory member named by the . 
Governor. \ 

The testimonial dinner for W ehle, according to Don 
Guerin, dinner chairman, has been sold out since W ednes­
day when more than 800 requests for tickets had been 
received from sportsmen's groups of Central and Western 
New York. The dinner is . scheduled for 8 p.m. to permit 
Buffalo, Syracuse and Southern Tier delegations to attend. 

Originally it was planned to provide places for be­
tween 600 and 700 guests but the ticl\et sale had exceeded 
800 before being shut off, and then only after local clubs 
had been limited to two tickets each. The assembly room 
adjoining the ballroom will be utilized to handle the 
overflow, Guerin said. After the dinner seats will be pro­
vided for all in the big ballroom for the speaking. 

Howard M. Woods will be toastmaster and speakers 
will be John F. Farley, director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service ·Of Washington, and Edmund Gilligan, 
outdoor writer for the New York Herald Tribune. 

* * * 



2 - The Jamestown (N.Y:J Sun, Tue~day, h1ay 

Wehle 'Thrilled' 
By Testimonial 

"I am thrilled to death to -be thousand dollar dei ici t which had 
here," New York State Conserva- ~ existed previously. 
ti on Commis_sioner ~ouis _A. ' Yehle Inaugurated conser-vation ne ws 
told a capac1ty .1ucl·enct lll Crystal bulletins distributed tO cor.scrva­
Ballro_om of Ho •t Jamestown :\Ion- tion men and ou tdoor editors in 
day mght. the state; pay increases {or game 

\~ehlc: be~ng....,_honorc_d with _a p'rotcctors and for~st,rangers plus 
testm1onwl dmner for h1s work m a flat across-the-board raise for all; 
behalf of Chautauqua Lake,_ freely instigated the rebuilding o£ the 
ad!'"itled Lhe event was "the h~gh bu_rned-out fish ha tchery at Bath 
pom t ~f _my career as conservation ahd the remodeling of the Cale· 
commiSSioner. dania fish hatchery which is the 

"By your presence here tomght," · oldest consistantly producing 
the commissioner told attending: hatchery in the world. - -
members of Chaulatlqua Lake As· Others cited were open ing of . all 
sociation, Chautauqua Lake Re- state ha tc heries to the public at 
gions, Inc., Cha.utauqua County any · time; establishing a lO·year · 
F:eclerat ion of Sportsmen's Clubs program for~construction of betting 
and a vast array of city and county cainping sites; ordered aU pheas­
dignitaries, "you have given me a ants kept until full maturity be­
big lift-something which 1 needed fore releasing and in 1956 will nu­
very badly. I used to say that I thorize,~ for the first time, the 

r~hdav~ui,j~:.4~~~~~~.~ife. Now I ~~i~0~~c~i~~s;h~~cfe~~a~ff ti~e~e~i 
Launching jnto a brief resume fish hatching and put them on a 

oi his 17 months in office, \Yehle I business propos~tion; .. imported a 

~~i~t~e~fr~; Jo~:;~~\~e~l::~~~~: ~:~·v ~~f1 °:0;v~:~fr~sJ~ct~~~ ~~~~ ~~;a~~:~o~Om~:s~o~~Nr ~~v~,. , NA•. wW:holrek, 1S0t•~rtde fCroomn· Samuel J . Conte, cha irma n of Chautauqua County 
1 told him that 1 would want action northern New York. . Democ ratic Committee; Commissioner Wehle; Mrs. 
and men of action to ·complete it. Also established uniform small left, is see n in~ a Hote l Jamestown hallway confe r- . J oh n W. Minturn, who has donated her Lon g Point 
0{ thi s 1 was assured. I did not game seasons throughout the state; ence du ri ng his visit to J amP.stown for a testimonial esta te fo r a state park on Chauta.uqua La ke, and 
ask if a man was a Republican or began work on a "dream" hatch· dinner Monday night." With him are, from left, A. B. "or. George M. Shearer. Testimonial sa luted t hto 
a Democrat, but just saw to it th;;t ~ry . on the St. Lawrence bent on Bottini, presid ent of Chautauqua Reg ions Inc. · commiss ioner's interest in the la ke 
1 got the best man for the job· lo bigger an~ heavier yearling trout ' ' .. (Su.n Photo by Fox) 
be .done. for stocking_ purposes; set up a _ Conte also resent d 1 . ·- · - ----·-

"When T took office ," the corn. 9beasant experimental. station andl Following Commissioner \Yehle's tiona! guests ·J t · t d ~.1e ad~I- !j project Gordon Har;ey; Dr. and 
miss ioner continued, "my desk was i bega_n a program of wmter-fecding ~ddress, he was presented with an Charles McCJo;k me ~ssee~b~heriff i I Mrs. George She~rer and Mr. and 
bare. There was no blueprint on : l!lc sta te deer he.~d; and est~~· eng~aved pla.quc ~y Chautnuqua Bruce Manle . X~ti~, _ymnn 1 .Mrs. John W .. Mmturn. . . 
how to ge t the job done. I will f ilshed the lowest f1re record th1s Reg10ns, Inc., president A. B. Bot- of the Allega~~ Pa k ~ Cha_Irf!1an 1 The lnvocatJoc and benediction 
admit that I have made mistakes. · year in 1)1311Y years. tini and a red-leathe r lounging Walter H Edson · r C omm•sswn, 1 were given by the Rev .. George F. 
but I also believe tha t I have done I "We have acquired more state1 chair by Dr. George Shearer on be- Hugh v N Bodi~ , ~unt~ J~~ge; l l O'Pray, rector of St. Luke's Epis· 
some good.'' Ia~d in_ the past year that, was aC·J ~aU of the sponsoring organiza- pervisor~ chairma~' Ha~frcl~thie~~ copal Church. 

Amol!g the improvements cna~J.: l qu_tre~ m the pn~ t lO.,Years_, ' Wehle l hans. 1 
• • the "dean" of Chautauqua Count~ 

ed du rmg his current term o{ 0 r. 1sa1d m conclusiOn, but m Chau- Jules Newhouse, dmn~r cha1r- Game Pro tectors J h z } · 
fie~, Weltle cited a job survey ] tauqua Coun~y, the Mi.J;llurns beat rna~. openelj the affair ~y lntro- 'nemocratic City Ch:ir~an - ~~~ i 
which .when completed saved me to_ the wtre by t~e1r generous~d~cmg Cp~;~oty Democr::~hc Com- j Landy; Republican City Chairman . 
$70,000 tn salaries fro m excessive donatton at Long Pomt even be-~ mllle_e cham:n:m S:.~mucl J. Conte, Paul B. Sullivan· Chaubu ua I 
personnel; raising the price of t!Je Core our program got underway. who m turn mlrod!-'~ed Mayor Carl I .CoUnty Federation' of S ort' q , 
"Conservationist" the official con· T~e governor wanted me to extend F. San~o.rd who offtc1ally welcomed 1 Club president ?-.Iik w.f .s~~~ £ 
servation ~gazine w.hieh put it his person~l . thanks t~ .l>oth Mr. Co~mtstsoncr Wehle to . Jam~s- J engineer of the e Ge~ecs~i St~~e 
on a br~aking-even b<iSIS and th~re- and Mrs. •·~!nturn, whtch I at~)own. Park and tho Chautauqua Lake 
by er.:.smg an :mnual fifty to s1.xty happy to do. 
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New Conservatzon t:ommlS.'itonea 

Wehle Sportsman in Sportsman's Job 
By Edmund Gilligan 

ROCHESTER, Jan. 1.-A day 
ln the company of . Louis A. 
Wehle, the new Commissioner 
of Cop.servation, proves one 
thing among many: that the 
sportsmen of New York now 
have a commissioner who is a 
top-notch hunter and angler, a 
breeder of fine strains of pheas­
ants and famous trotting horses 
a man with a great affection for 
all the arts and instruments :Jf 
the pastimes that now come un­
der his direction. 

Tall, ruddy-faced and vigor­
ous, Commissioner ·wehle is a 
country squire of the hearty old 
schooL As they once did, .he 
brews good ale at his famous 
Genesee Brewery in this. city; 

·and at the Wehle F arms, in 
near-by Scot~sville, he keeps '1 

genial and fatherly eye on the 
many horse trainers and grooms 
and on the fanners. that keep 
his 1,800-acre estate producing 
abundantly for the great herds 
of prize Herefords, the many 
brood ma,res and their· pretty 
weanlings. 

Foxes, Elephants, Wahoos 
The dominant sparLing theme 

begins in the beautiful main 
living room of the squire's 
house., Along the dark and mas­
sive beams the mounted foxes 
lllleal: one with a pheasant, the 
other-oddly enough- with the 
head of a llttle fox in its mouth. 
That was the moment when 
Squire Wehle's gun opened up 
-ju~ as the fox was taking off 
its cousin for a feast. 

Wild mallards, mounted with 
wings outspread, fly at the end 
of invisible wires. And on hand ­
some tables, the Carl Akely 
bronzes of elephants and the 
bronzes of Remington stand. 
Against the wall there are the 
game fish of the ocean: bril­
liant marlins, sailfish and gTim 
wanoos. There are cabinets of 
trophies and gleaming plaques : 

(Continue{! to Next Pag e) , 

Conservation Commissioner Louis A. ·w chle with his 
graud chiluren in lmnting loJge at estate in Scottsville, 
n ear Rochester. The mountain lion is one of seven 
!Jagged by W ehlc and his sons in Arizona. 



(Con t'd from Preceding Pag e) 

the gifts of wd-and-gun clubs 
and conservation groups for his for each trophy, He tells the many campaigns agains t the ! 
efforts to help fi shing and hunt- stories well, his capable hands black ounaniche in Canada -
ing. gesturing, his face aligh t with "a noble fish"-and against the 

The commissioner h as a story the memory of many campfires , mountain lions of the West. He 

Connni~s ioncr Weide with hi s poiuier, Trigger, after a 
pheasant hunt on his 1,800-acre CF.ta t e ncar Rochester. 

speaks with pleasure of his chil­
dren and grandchildren. His 
sons. John and Robert, whose 
houses are n ear their fath er's, 
were taught to fi sh and hunt. 
as soon as they could t ake his 
instruction . And now, accom­
plished sport~mcn, they are tak­
ing over the 'principa l duties of 
the family business. I must 
admi t that there's among them 
so much good talk of wild geese 
and pointers and rising trout 
that you might wonder when the 
business of the brewery get.s 
done. But it is done-and well 
done, at the rate of $25,000,000 
a year. 

We had a na tum! difficulty in 
changing from the many sport­
ing themes to the theme of his 
new post, one that he regards 
a.~ a high honm', another op­
portunity to clo some service to 
a society that has rewarded him 
well for his personal efforts. He 
is particularly proud of his 
record as state chairman of the 
March of Dimes campaign and 
relates with quiet sa ti sfaction 
tha t nearly $30,000 ,000 was 
raised in New York State for 
thrtt philanthropy while he was 
at iLs head. 

Objcct-lletter Fishing il 

The commissioner is eager to , 
l.l egin hh work at Albany and i 
he has great hopes that he mayi 
be ab le to accomplish something 
in the wa.v of providing more 
and better fishing for the spor ts ­
men of the state. He said that 
our natural resources are our 
greatest heri tage and that we 
must a II work hard to preserve 
them for ourselves and for 
fu ture generations. 

"There's a great deai .of work 
to be clone," he said. "I know 
something about it, of c.ourse . 

· "1 1 -- ·~-··"- - ......,..,......, ...:! ..... FT'ho••o 1c.- ~ (J'l"COt. 
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Wel1le 
Opposes 
(:ampsite 

Fee Rise 

iW ehle Gaining Reputation 
I As Busiest Conservation Boss' 

By Jake Underhill 
Journal Albany Bureau 

old commissioner makes it more 
strenuous, according to Capitol 
Hill observers who dazedly have 
watched him s~ip from Albany 
to Long Island to Rochester to 
almost anywhere in the state. 

K eeps Moving I 

Albany-After th1•ee weeks on 
the job as h ead of the Sta te's 
Con>ervation Department, Louis 
A. Wehle of Rochester a·dmits 
s late service i,; more strenuous 
thnn pr ivate life. 

But that's because the 65-year-

vJA'l'illTOviN DAILY 'l'li'£S 

. Not the type to stay chained ' 
to his desk, the Rochester Brew­
ing C01npany executive has kept 
his car and his aides moving. His 

MONDAy AFTE~NOON AUG. 8 1955.energ~ has beco:ne a minor !e-
. ' ' · .gend 111 the Cap1tol, even draw-

l 1 ·:MR. WEHLE TAKES CHARGE. ing special comment from the 
I JI Louis A. Wehle, c<>nscrvation governor. 
! :I commissioner, is a man of action. 'wehle's inspection tours of de-

: Chancing upon the grass and 

1 

;~~~m~:~aa\1 f~Ii~ti"; t~~~u~~o~~~ brush flre at Stony Point in the 
town of Henderson on Friday, Long Island fish hatcheries . and 

game far ms dunng h1s f1rst week l1 

I 
Mr. Wehle was adeq uate to the in the $17,000-a-year post. 
situation. : L ast week, dressed in h.j_s duck- i 

. When he observed that the fire- , 1 hunting clothes, Wehle met some 1 

: fighters avail?.ble ,i,igh( not be l : more of hi s charges face-to-face- ! 
' numerons enough to extinguish ' diseased scallops dredged up I 
; the blaze and ,;till maintain an, from the icy waters of Long I 
all-night watch agains t its re- I Island Sound off Greenport. I 
currence, he ordered state rang- ! Wehle immediately provided a 
ers to the scene. If there was i temporary solution to a problem I 

Conservation Commissioner any r ed tape involved, h e cut it. ! that had halted much scallop 
Louis A. Wehle is opposed to T elephone:. wires hummed be- fishing in th at section · of Long l 
increasing state campsite fees, tween Henderson and Albany Island. I 
whethe r or not a survey shows ' and then back to Lowville, dis - Changed His Wa ys 
the present fee to be ins uffi- This type of on'-the-spot exe-

trict ranger headquarters , and it cu l. ive has changed Wchle's wa" I cienl to cover the cost of oper- " 
aling these sla te facilities. was n <J t long before the state's or Jiving radically. H e now spends 

Through a spokesman, the tra ined fire-watchers were at the most of the week in a su ite in' 
commissioner sa id today there scene. As far as Commissioner Albany's DeWitt Clinton Hotel, ; 
will be no increase in fees Wehlc was concerned, his action the home of most of the s tate's 
now charged at campsites next was amply just ified . 'The flre at Democratic legislators. But on 
year, eit her for cam ping or the Hen cl'e rso n, he saicl , \vas the overnight trips, Wehle packs up 
parking of cc;rs. s tale 's worst to dat e this year.. and spends the n ight al a hotel 

The commissioner' s s tale- Say what you will about Com- convenient to the spo ts h e wants 
m ent was isucd as th e Gover - missioner Wehlc, he is a man of to inspect. In the New York City 
nor's fiscal aides reviewed all area he stops at th e Waldorf-
slate serv ices, lo determ ine decision. Ordering fire-watchers Astoria. He generally drives in 
whether the amount of fees be- into Henderson-actually out of a state limousine or rides trains. 
ing charged is equitable and lhe district-may not ha ve been i The department owns a plane but 
adeq uate. in accordance with "the book/' : the comtnissioner rarely uses it, 

The Budge t Division survey but this was no deterrent. The his aides say. 
a lso covers those s late services commiss ioner saw his duty and Even on weekends when Wehle 
for which no charge is made. he did it. We admire his willing- returns to his rolling, white: 

The conservation commis- ness to do more than "the book" fenced br ick farm home outside 
s ioner, it was reported, fee ls prescribed. Rochester, there's apt to be work 
the present campsite fee of i>O Frankly, we do not remember to do, Weh,l e poin ted out. 
cen ts a day should not be raised I a commlsswner of conservation Although being Cmiservation 
as a source of fur ther state ev- I Commissioner k eeps him moving 
enue, and that the use rs of I who in the bne! space of seven farther and faster than he d id I 
camps i te faci lit ies are beanng ·1 months has gotten arou nd th~ when in business in Rochester, 
thea· fmr ·share of opel atmg stale as much as has Commls he says he lik'es the job. Hunt-~ 
and mamtenance cos ts. Budget , sione r Wehle. He is doing a good ing and fishing long have been 
f1gures show that 1f cam pe1s l job, and we a1e proud of him as ! his major hobbies. But there , 
were to pay the fu1! cost fees a J efi erson county part-time resi- 1 see':'s t~ be no impending let~. ~~ 
would ha ve to be tripl ed. de n t. ~ up m h1s pace. 



Strenuous Life AOCHISTII TtMiS-UNIOM 
Mon., Jan." 24, f955 · 

Wehle Always on Go 

In Conservation Job 
By JAKE' UNDERHILL 
Times-Union's Own Bureau 

ALBANY-After three weeks on the job as head of 
the State's Conservation Department, Louis A. Wehle of 
Rochester admits state service is more strenuous than 
private life. 

But that's because the 65-year-, · 
vld commissioner makes it more wants ~o renovate a~~ make more 
strenuous, according to Capitol a ttracltvc to the vtsttmg public. 
Hill observers, "We're going to doll th2t place 
w h o dazedly up," Wehlc said. He decided fa. 

~f~e sk~v;t~;~~ c)lities for visitors are ~everely 
A 1 b a n y t 0 limited . So he is laying plans to 
Long Island to provide the hatchery with benches . 
Rochester to and picnic grounds. 
almost any­
where in the 
s late. 

Not the type 
to stay chained 
to his desk, ' 
the Rochester 

"We'll give the people a bet· 
ter chance to enjoy it," he said. 
"Arter all, it's their property. 
We should let them see what 
they own and make them wei· 
come there. 

Brewing Com- Wchle "Did you know that's the old· 

fi~-'~Y hca~ ek~~t his car and his ·est fi sh hatchery in the country? 
aides moving. Hts energy has It's where Seth Green started fish . 
become a minor lege nd in the culture. There's a bronze plaque! 
Ca pitol, eve n drawing special for him right on the grounds. We 
comment from Gov. Harriman. shouldn 't let that hatchery go 

\V c lllc 's inSI1Cclion tours of d e- down." 
parlmc nlal facilities around th e/ Although being conservation 
slate bega n with a trip around commissioner keeps him moving 
Long Island fish hatcheries and faster and faster than he did 
game farms during his first week when in business in Rochester, 
in the $17,000-a-year post. he says he likes the job. Hunt- 1 

La ter dressed in his duck- ing and fishing long have been · 
hunting' clothes, Wehle met some his maj or. hobbi~s. There ~een~s I 
more of his charges face-to-face- to be no Jmpendmg le t-up m Ins . 

· diseased scallops dredged up pace. I 
from the icy water s of Long He said, "Tomorrow, I'm going 
Island Sound off Gree nport. to Chautauqua Lake and look 
We hle immediately provided a · over thin gs there.'\ 
temporary solu tion to a problem At the end of the week, he 
I hat had halted much sca llop said he plans to go to Florida for 
fis hing in that section of Long "a couple of days" on private 
!stand. business matters connected with 

• his investments in the South. 

THIS TYPE of on-the-spot ex- 1 
ccutive activity has changed ' Irides trains. The department I 
Wehlc's way of living radically. owns. a plane but Wehle rarely 
He now spends most of the week uses 1t. I 
in a suite in Albany's Dewitt Clin­
ton Hotel, the hom e of most of 
the state's Democratic legislators. 
But on overnight trips, Wehle 
packs up ·and spends the night at 
a hotel convenient to the spots he 
wants to inspect. In the New 
York City area he st~ps at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. He generally 
drives in a state limousine or 

Even on weekends when 
Wehle returns to his rolling, 
white-fenced brick farm home 
outside Rochester, there's apt 
to be work to do. 

A weekend ago, he said, sev­
eral top departmental executives 
"came up to Rochester and 
worked all Sunday.'' 

Ml\R 1 u ,;;J.,., 

Wehle Backs 
iffookandLine 
Bass l~ishing 

BV a StnD Corrtspondcnt 

ALBANY, Marcll9.-The joint 
legislative hearing on conserva ­
tion bills. held in the Assembly 
chamber today, was marked by 
the first appearan ce a t such 
hearings of Conservation Com­
missioner Louis A. Wehle. He 
wns.prcscnicc, tO tilt! dt!letHCES of 

!llw r 0ri ~nrl !!Un clubs by Leo A. 
i L.111Tc nc r·. i-! ·nd of the Assembly 

l
n::t·l c·: T r~ t ion coinmiLtec , whp was 
rilnl rma n of i he h ea ring. 

Commi.·:.'- i::!1Cr \Yehle 's . firs t 

l:lr:: ti on wns t•' express his depart­
n,cnC's " i1Plnval of . a bill which 
provides lhaL the sLriped bass 
'ha ll IJc t:\!; en only on hook and 
line. .~ t J Wes~nt, Lh e bass may 
IJc tnkcn hy nets. The bill re­
r. cirnl il>e su pport of the New 
Y01 k f; l "!.r. Conservation Council 
nnrl a 1:~ rr. e number of Long Is­
land n 1d ro., d gun clubs. 

The bill was opposed. by the 
Long. I sland Fishermen 's Asso­
dation . Its representatives as­

' sert.ed that there was no danger 

I of d· !pleting the striper popula­
tion in the Atlantic. They as-

1 

serted tha t the barring of nets 
l'.'ould advcrsel)f affect the supply 
0f fish for sale in stores . Thev ' 
a lso called it' a ·discriminatory. 

! bill. depriving the fish ermen of 
I prt of their livelihood. Those 

\ 

speakers ' also asserted thaL om­
cia.! Teports indicated there wa. 
no biological need of restrictin 
the fishing_., ---.~.,...., _ .I 

Ill] 11 1955 

Conservation 
:D-epartment Gets 

1 
Gift From W ehle 

. ALBANY ltl'l-Conservalion Com­
; missione r Louis A.. Wehle has 
' given the "'stare· IU acres or= land 
and lour bui lriings to house the 
Con>ervation 'opartment offices 

1 for his home •wn of Rochester. 
: The govern 01 s office reported 
' Sa turd ay that lile gilt was worth 
'I an eslimated S40,000. It came 
from Wehle and the Genesee 

jBrewing Co. of Rochester, of 
, wh ich Wehle is president. 

The property !.s in the Town of 
Wheatland, Monroe County. The 
department now rents space ln 
two Roch ester locations. 
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GREEN LIGHT GIVEN Conservation Commissioner Makes Own Scallop Survey 

TO SCALLOP FLEET 
State Relaxes Ban, Enabling 
Suffolk Operators to Haul In 
SIJe llfish Under a Year Old 

COMM ISSIO NER ON SCENE 

Wehle, at Harriman's Behest, 
Visits 2 Peconic Bay Areas 
-Livelihoods Endangered 

lly WILLIAM M. ~'AR.RELL 
SPtcht.l to The Ne w York 'l' itnts, 

GREENPORT, L. I. , Jan. H 
-~speedy ~ecision that wil l let ~' ..,. , .. ,, : 
thiS conunumty's scallop fleet get r<i·· 
back to wOrk was made here ;.~.: 
today by Louis A. Wehle, the "" 
new State Conservation Commis­
sioner. 

Mr. W'l!hle had come to Lbng 
l sl:wd last night at tho behest 
or Governor Hanimnn. F.:lrly 
tlli!'i morning tho commi!"sioncr, 
,o;;omC" o r his s t:l.f( :tntl nn•mbl't'~ 

or the loca l fishing- indust ry 
lwnvcd tile wind-chnrnctl waters 
:md subf rccz in!;' cold or P el:unit: 
Bay in a forty-two-foo t fishing 
boat. 

What he thus saw at first 
hand, and what he was told, led 
Mr. ' Yehle to relax his 'depart· 
ment'~ rule against the taking., 
in two specified areas or Peconic 
:!;'ly, ot scan;;r' th~t.t are less Loui~ A. \Vcrlc, Nc.v Yol'l< S ta.Lo Con!oicrva.tion Commissioner, went out with t.hr. ~catlop 

an a year 0 • fishermen yc~tenla.y 11,t Grcf'nJiort., I. ... I., at thCJ behest o( Governor Jlarrimn.n. \\'lmt lm saw at 
(Continued to Next Page ) Iirst·lm.nd and wha.t te was t.o.ld lctl J\lr. \\'e ri e to relax his ll cpar trnent'!' ru le ap;ninst t he ink .. 

ing o( scn.llops tha t ate tess Uian a year old. Here crewmen drcd ~c scnllops frun; r cr.onic Bay. 



'J:h e ;,•r w York Times tC.u l T. Go~sett) 

Mr. Werle, 6'1-ycar-old sportsman, bundled up in his du cl{-h11nti n~ rlothrs, clisplays two of 
t he scallops. One at the left is irrf <~ctcd 1vi!h an a ilment t hat ha s not. been identified. 

hrev~:er. bundl ed t~p i!l hi s rill · '~:~ ~ o f I his type are s malle r than 
(Con!' d. {rom Preceding Pag e) l1un ~J!lg cJc t)les , t: ll s t nbuted some sea. sca llops, n.nd some say th ey 

ad cll lwna! toul .. we~the r g r-x b1 nrc tas li cr. For c.o mmercial use, 
<tn .. long· :1:em~er:-. ~ ~ h.ts p n.rly ~nd ' they nu tst h ave shell s a t. least two Known as the Blad< D og an<l 

the Cedar Bea ch fi shin g g rounds, 
these two nreas comprise onl y 
a tiny part or th e total scallop 
W;tlc rs a round hen~. Bu t Lhcy 
contain all t he s cn llops cons id­
ered suitable for h :trvcsUng- in 
this part of Long l sla ncl dmin g 
the present sea son, which lasts 
through March 31. 

m arie h .~ l~\\ n st ~l '<'~ ·. . <:' , inches wide. And so that lhey may 
He '' ,tt < heel t hC'" t.f uli :V cl.> F.d n~prorlure th emselves t hcv must 

I<a r l , :t . long t.~x pcnr.nt·cd. seal- not be t ::t l ..: ~n befo re, thcj; arc a 
lnper, dir~r l(' tl Ute dr~·Jg-mg of S'ea r· o ld and have h nd rt ri. oppor­
~ca l1 ops \: Jt h I n o.v~ t c r net. For tunilv t n sp:nvn. A vc:n- olct 
fh c. occa g.l{'ln , l hc n o rllHt l. bn n on s c:tll<lp ~ hows h i!> ng-c bv':m a r C' h­
t nlung t h 1s t ype o f !> hc llft ~ ll f rom sha.prd " oTowth r in o-' ' · 'l 1 11 
a power r rnft wa~ su~p,mded. - "' . n _on 1 5 s l C • 
E ven !v1.r. ' "' el lle did not Wil ii L to The ~ca.l.l o ps 1!1 lht s area a t·c 
face toda- , '~ weather in a sail- l se.alcd u~ Hl th~lr shells for the 
boa t. j ' wmtcr. · l'hose m the Black Dog 

Huurricanes Wreaked Httvoc Tho scallops brought u p in the 1 and Cedar Beach areas have beenl 
Hurricanes Carol and Edn~ h~d I Black Dog and Cedar Bcac;h areas I t~ken over, t~nawares, as .horne­

wt:eak.e~ l.utvoc on the shellflsh m w ere examined by the commis- s1te~ by a bt eed of undctwater ; 
lhts vtctmty and on top of that, sioncr and Dr \ .Y c Senning dcmzens. The sandy homes of 
many scallops di~d ot a n ailmet;t a ss ista nt director ~f tl;e Conser: these crcatu:es a ccording to. sea l­
that has. not b een 1denttf1ed. So I va tion Depa rtment's Division of lop men, C\·entually become ' O 
opportu.mttes · and earnmgs were Fish and Gam e, and Harold F . heavy tha t th e scallop und erneath 
poor th1s year for the local fl eet Ud ell Marine Fisheries san!- one fmd" 1tself unable to ratse 1ts 
of fifty J"odes t sailboats, whose t aria t; shell. Tim", it cannot tal<e in 
operators depend on scallop fish- · . food and dies. 
lng for their winter livelihood. U rulcr Effcr.{,J\'C Rt On<'O Rather than leave these sea l-

Recently the catch had dwin- Ashore again , the group con- lops to that fate, Mr. Wehle ' 
died so low that these eighty men ferred, and Mr. Wehle issued his decided · to le t t hem he taken. In ' 
found their work profitless." Their ordei·. It" was ma de effective a t doing so, he empha si zed that the j 
spol<esman called the situation to once; and for the duration of the succulence of the scaUops was/ 
the attention of Governor Harri- Prevailing scallop season. unaffected. He ate the edible 
m a n, who referred their prob lem -The commissioner explained parts of several to prove it. 
-anti their sugges tion for a solu- that the scallo]>s to be tal<en -
tion- to Mr. Wehle. under his new directive probably 

This morning Mr. Wehle, a 64- ·would not survive if left in their 
year-old sportsman and former I enid. shallow beds. Bay scallops 
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Wehle Conservation Policy 
Draws l-larri1nan's Praise 

The state conservation department, headed by Roch· 
ester's Louis A. Wehle, was praised by Gov. Harriman to­
day for its "vigorous administration" during 'the past year. 

lature, Harriman said the admih- · 
In his message to the legis-~ 

!;~tration o_f the departme:nt _was NYS Conserv~tionist 
charactenzed by. ~ rev1tal!z~rl : Magazine Price Increas.es 

program for acqumng lands m · -
the forest preserve, by providing Conservatio~. Commissioner Louis 
our sportsmen with more fish . A. Wehle has announcecr-nm~ 
and game than ever before and~- ~at!JW published by his depart­
by launching a long-term pro- ment, the New York State Conser­
gram ,for the expansion of our vf'twmst, w11l be upped in price 
recreational facilities," according/ as of May 1. . _ . . 
to The Times-Union's Albany Annual subscnptwns rece1ved 
Bureau. 1 after that· date, he sai(i, will •be 

1 sold by the department at $2 (un-
T~~ governor proposed new~· til then the price is $1 yen year) 

addJtlO':S to the_ forest preserve but a bargain price of $·5 for three 
and saJd he Will seek an ap- · years is being offcrecL !leaders 
propriation in his 1956 budget also will get more for their money, 
for land buying within the "blue Commissioner Wehle added, with 
line," so-called because of its eight more pages and more art 
color on maps outlining the for-. work in each issue. 
est · preserve. He also proposer] a Commenting on tnese changes, 
"program for selective selling Commissioner Wehle had this to 
of small, scattered parcels of say : 

; state land outside the blue line" "I think there is a general 
to raise money for purchases in agreement among conservationi sts 
the preserve. He notccl that a in this state -that our magazine 
constitutional amendment would serves a useful purpose, and that 
be .needed to permit such sales. an increase in the subscription 

r ates, has been long overdue. I feel 
that our publication should not be 
a 'giveaway" proposition, but that 
on the other .hand it should not be 
priced beyond the reach of the 
average man. All government 
.agencies have to balance their bucl­
ge ts am1 in pffering a !Jigger 
magazme at ail . increased price, 
I hope that we will ·be able to 
stril<e a solind balance between 
good government financing andt 
good conservation education." 

·In discussing the conservation 
department's 1955 program, Har­
riman said final figures for the 
J•ear may show that there were 

'more than a million hunters li-

l
:censed in the state, a record 
number, and almost th:rt many 

!
licensed to fish. 

"To accommodate the increas­
!ing numbers of sport5men," the 
gonrnor said, "we propose to 
push ahead with a comprehen­
sive program involving the ac­
quisition of public !ishir)g rights 
in good quality trout streams, the 
development of public access 
sites in our heavily fished lakes, 

I 
the reclamation of trout ponds 
and lakes, the development of 

, game management areas to pro­
'vide greater: hunting opportuni-

ties, the improvement of food J 

and· cover conditions for game 
, on private lands, the develop-
.1, ment of wetland areas for wate;; 
fowl and work, designed to im­
prove the quality of pheasants 

I 
and trout raised by the state for 
stocking." 
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GIFT TO THE STATE - Conservation 
-.C.,om~i.!;&ioncr ... Lo.uis A. Wehle '>l::Jnrls 

near building he donated to state, along 
with lanrls. for ::1 U1(h1ir: ,.,,.,.,:J ion snot. 
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1WEHLE TO us·E· 
AUTHORITY ON : FFB 1 11q55 

STATE PARKS lneer H:-rd Faces . 
_ Starvat1on Threat 

ROCHEJSTER, N.Y., Oct. 28 (JP) - j If c ld c 1. 
State Conservation Commissioner I .o on Innes 
~iii. ~Me last night cited his 1?1\h i:;:;JC1on over all state park The .Auiron!dacik deer the-rd ifac-1 
commissions and indicated his de- es Hs greatest ·s·tat<VaJtion :thn:cwt' 
termination to exercise this author- in n€-arly a decade j,f ;the early 
i~ If Addressing a small public gather- wn"lte.r wea;tlher pat-tern o s now 
ing in suburban Greece, Wehle said <mu .cold continues, Cvnser1Vatidi1 
park commissions in the past have Comtrrili.·ssioner Louis ,A. W·ehle 
had little restraint on their activ- IVI~arned fohl~~'tn 
ities. and to clarify their status he' ,. , 1 
is sending letters to all state pa-rks . l,y conse:~tion depantm€trul: f 
C<' ·TJmissioners "citing . the law which g.;:n>e techcTl'Jcmns. ' 
:: es me the right to accept or re- · A reVliew Olf survey ~-ecords 

. t n eomnuss•on's recommenda- d . til ~~ 15 .... 
ion ." -uru11g · 1e pa.,c yoot•s .fi11>0WS, 

Wehle's remarks stemmed from , CGITl'liiTllisS!i.oner W€'hle e'Xlp.lained, 
the damor of hunters for continued tha-t dunirug Wlirut.ers c'alusing 
l'.unt1 '1g along the partially com- greatest deer· srt:.arvetbi011 losses 
ple~ed Lake Ontario State Parkway. tl h b . _ __, d d · 
Hunters object to "no parking" . Jere ave ' een recorue · ur- -
signs along the portion of the park- 1 mg nec·el11JbCT 'and J1anuary, .tern­
way which has been comp)eted. penaitures mm snow condi1lions 

Tll ~ - ,;~eting was organlzed, par- <il.most precisely paralleling 
I icipa.nts said, for hunters to voice ' ,,, . ,r. ,,·h· ,, . 1111,0111

tl"s. 
their corpplaints. Wehle, ·whose wwse Ql, c e ,ast 1Jwo • 
home is in nearby Scottsville, was , Febl'Uiar'Y' and 1\1)arclh ll'orn1lalJ.y 
invited to speak. About 50 persons. <ore .the ct'itical ll11JOi1ths !he add• · 
attended the meeting. · · ed. ' · 

Under Park Commission l . . . I 
A spokesman for the commission i Grune .tec'hnJCJuans, .rwiho 1111a111- i 

.said the completed section of the : tain cor11Sibarut .gJ:'ound and aevial ' 
parkway, extending eight miles 'r su!1Ve:yns of ,snaw depths, a!Vailabi- j 
easterly from the western edge of li ty df lbroMtse 1a-nd rondtition OJ' 
Monroe County, comes under . the I . 
general regulations · of the Genesee l the deer 'herd, SiaHl .1Jh'at ltJWo-~ 
State Park Commission, forbidding . third'S of :tJhe centra.1 .Aditron­
carrymg or use of firearms m parks dac'kls---M'1hi:Cih , includes. ;about 50 
or along parkways under the com- ·:per cent of tJhe known deer Slbar-1 
llUSSlOn 's JUflSdlCtJOn . . . . . · 

The general regulations also call q vat1on areaJS---<n~ . t•s bm11ed un-
for "no parking" along the park- .5cler 20 to 30 !incites of snow. I 
ways. The spokesman said both 
restrictions are common for state 
parks and state parkways. 

He said the commission had not II the hunting ban lifted, and has 
yet applied its regulations against written to Gordon Harvey of Castile, 
the incbmpleted l!ection of the park- N.Y., chief engineer and general 
way which extends 12 miles to the manager for the Genesee Commis­
Rochester city line, sion, asking him to remove the "no 
Wehle said he already has ordered parkin~" signs. 
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COLD, SCARED, Al.'\'D HUNGRY-Fleeing for cover of ,,-;,.,, [s ;s this small herd of deer, startled by sound of airplane motor off Route 8 
near New Berlin. Scarcity of natural animal food has C.:ll' ··I Conservation Department to plan emergency help for herds, especially in Adi­
rondacks where snow is deep and cold is intense. (Phc> · ,. ]);1nte 0. Tranquille from Utica Aircraft Inc. plane piloted by John Piersma.) 



Deer Facing Starvation? 
Ready with food 'liff' 
ALBANY, Feb. 4 (GNS) - If starvation begins to kill 

itdirondac~ deer herds, the state stands ready to bring 
more food to the animals. 

Conservation Commissioner Louis A. Wehle today in­
structed conservation game tecnniciariS10"Si.ipplement the 
food · supply by aerial drops and by truck and sled if I 
necessary, a department spokesm::.n said. 

\feanwhile district game man- !around streams in valleys. Adult II 

\
~gers, flymg ever the deer wm- does and bucks sti ll can move 
tering r~gions and il).specting through the feeding area. walk­
them on •!oot, kept a n eye on a ing on a thick snow crust that l1 

jl.hreat<ming food s1tuatwn .. Be- tops 25 to 30 ir:ches of snow. But , 
,cause heavy snO\\' and cold lashed t )Vo-t hirds of the a v a I a b I e 
the mountams m December and browse in the area is buried, the 
.Tanuary, _the d~partment expects department e• t1mates. 
February and :March to brmg In the Southern Adirondacl<s, 

,mass starvation to the deer. The conditions are still not se1ious, 
:prediction was made on. the according to ccnservation · offi· 

lbasls ·of surveys that showea t he cials. Snow is lighter and the 
worst starvat10n years were deer can range easily to find 
'heralded by weather similar. to food. 
U1at experiencd in the past two While planning to supplement 
months. . the food supply when starvation \ 

But the food supply has not yet strikes consavation officials 
reached the. critical point, de- said b{·inging in food would not i 
partment offlCJal.~ sa1d. Most.?eer prevent large-scale deaths in the 
have not yet yarded up, or herds. Deer find it difficult to I 
herded togethe;·. ~hey. said. Yard· e.dr..pt to new foods and often 
lng u~ 1s an mmcabon_ to c:~: l >,av e been founcl lying dead of I 
servatwn techmc1ans tnat '"" \starvation near piles of supple- I 
deer no ionger can range fJ.·e~.y mental food. In addition, con- I 
through the feedmg ~rea beeo•1se servation officials pointed out, j 
of heavy snows. They soon !X- n1uch of the area in which deer 
haust available fo od in the :· a rd l!eed. is inaccessible to man in I 
and then d1e. !u.e·-...-jnter . Aerial drons often . 

However, fawns in the Centrai :a·ro hard to n1ake beCause of 
Adirondacks-the Moose Rive'rwealhet· cQnditions. 
and Tug Hill plateau regions- • · 
have been spotted clustering_ 

HAY FRO~I HEAVEN-Deep snow in the 
Central Adirondacks. extendin g-. from Old 
Forge !o Indian Lake, has put deer in the 
area on starvation r ations . To meet the 
critical need for food the Conservat ion De­
partnlent todayr bega n flying ha y to the area. 
J;he hay will be droppecl from the plane into 

'The =cni ck erbock ~ r Ne'<':.s Photo 
known deer feeding areas. On hand as the 
!>lane was loaded this morning at Albany Air­
port were, left to righ t, SteYen On yszko; Fred 
~lcLane. pilot of the Conservation Depart­
men t plane; Emerson Va n Dyke, Edward 
l\Iaunto n, and at far rig·ht, Commissioner 
~~. who ordered the emergenc)' 

pro~rarn. 



I 
~"'----S E_P_t_·2_· 1_956----!j 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. 
SARATOGIAN 

;Mahoney Puts Pheasant 
/Deaths Onus on Cl1eatuin 

Albany (A'P) - Governor Harri-,starlcd July 6 a nrl I hal In sub.•r­
m an's deputy conncrvalion co m- r1uent weeks 12.000 to 13,000 bird s 
missioner blames Dr.- E . L. Cheat- died at Delmar. 

· urn , head of the Bureau of Game, Mahoney wrolr the governor 
for· th·e death of several thou.;and that on July ·ll of last year Cheat­
'pheasants on the Delmar Game 

1 Farm near Al•bany. um wat; tpld by Marvin PoynH, 
i The deputy, Ju~li n T. Ma honey, assistant superintenden t of game 
. says he has been una,b!e to deter- farms, and by Stephen Fordham. 

I 
mine wlielher- the death of 15,000 Delmar forem an, lh a.t lh oy ~ ll-'­
pheasants on Granadicr Island in pee led botulism, a bacteria l poi.;-

• Lake On tario was caused by ship- oning, was causinJl' the death.; . 
\ m enls of disea.-;ed birds from th e Mahoney quoted Cheatum a6 say­
/ Delmar farm. But, Mahoney says. ing that he did not ltnow w hy hr 
, "it· is not unreasonable to M6ume" had no t tested for botulism "un ­
. that birds trans ferred from Del- less it was becau€e my thinking 
mar to Grenadier could h ave car- was diverted" by a theory advanc- . 
ried fatal botulism, a bacterial ed elsewhere that the bird.-; had i 
poisoning. di ed of encepha.lomyelili>t, com- · 

Maho'ney sa.id Cheatum co uld manly known as sleeping 6ick­
have acted sooner against the ness." 
botu!i;sm at'Delmar. Mahoney said "it "·a.s not. un l.il 

Mahoney investigated the deaths Jul .Y 16" that the th eory of en­
a t the r equest' of Harriman M a cepha.lomycliti" was advan ced. 
r esult of an attack against Cheat- Mahoney ~aid that if Cheatum 
urn and unnamed other personnel had set up botulism lcEis on .July 
of the department by _Louis ,(},, 11, inclead of on 1A u;r. :l Lh o. D el-
lt~111before Wehle _resfgneJ"l';i:st mar loss would not have mounted 

as conservatiOn c~mm1s- to 12,000 to 13,000 b ircls . 
sioner. 

Wehle, a. 'H a rriman a.•ppoin tee, 
' blamed Cheatum for the Grena­
dier deaths and said 0 h£atum's 
bureau h ad been guilty of "g:ross 
n egligence or sabotage." Chealu rh 
denied r esponsibili ty at the time 
and •everal conservation and 
spo rtsm en 's g roup• came t.o th~ 
defense of his chR.racter. Wchle 
resig-ned in t he midst of th e con­
troversy. 

Cheat um !old a reporter today 
he could not comment on Maho­
ney's report until he h.ad r ead it. 
Har riman· made the report public 
last night. 

Asked for comment today Wehle 
declined to talk about the report, 
referring a reporter to George R. 
Fearon of Syracuse, an attorney. 
Fea.ron told a reporter: 

"It look~ to me. as it there i~< a 
very decided indication tha.t Mr. 
Ma·honey ·11g-rees with Mr. W ehle 
that Mr. Cheatum fell do wn on 
the job." 

The deputy said that s.bout 15,000 
pheasant.e had died in the state 
preserve on Grenadier ISland, 
Lake. Ontario, betwe_en June '.!8 
and Oct. 22, 1955 "from one cause 
·or another." He reported that 
11hlpment o_f birds from the Del-

ar Gam• Farm to Grenadier 

The de·puty said tha_l Chai·Ie.; 
Mason, game r esearch inves lig-a tor 
for the departmen t, ha.d explain­
ed that he had not carried out 
research on mortality ra.tes at 
Grenadi er because he had been 
advised that Vi'ehle harl objected 
to a. survey. \~'r. hle ha" denied that 
h e !tad any " uc h obj ec tions. 

The deputy said thP 1 reeords 
were reqni red hy th e Federal Fi~h 
and Wildlife Sen·ice, which he lp­
ed finan ce the Grenadier project. 

Mahoney quoted Mason as say­
ing that only ahou t 1,200 b irds 
di ed at Grenadier from botu liFm. 
Mahoney added that "while one 
may pause" a t acceplin~ the fig­
ure, he did not h ave information 
to refute it because the records 
for the federal agency had not 
been kept 

Mahoney's inves t.i)!'a.t.ion w a< 
made at the )Z'overnor ·~ reqUel't 
alter \'Vehle resign•d. Sha.ron J . 
Ma.u hs ha~ .<inee been ;tppointed 
commissioner. 

A committee thai. lhe Republi­
can-controlled Legi5la.lure Mt up 
8.8 a. "Watchdog" over Harriman'l8 
Democratic· a.dminietration . hM 
been Jnveeti!!'a t in,;: lh "- \lly'ehl~- :~c­
cusation<;. The rormer cnmml•­
tlon~r hu be~n llwit~d to appear 
within the- next fe-w we eke, 



Editor's Note boo I< 
lly EDWAIW .J. BYRNE 

Sun Editor · 

Wehle Vindication 
Since so many of us in !.he Chautauqua Lahe area h ;tvc 

a continuing affectio n and hi .~ h n~gani for the efforts of Lou 
'vVehle while he was conservation commission er. a recent r e­
port . to Governor H animan on the controversy . which led to 
Wehl's resignation i ~ ind eed interesting. 

vVehle charged th at " llli sma nagement Ol' fiabotage" in his 
department caused th e dt~ a Lh of scmw 12,000 pheasants in a 
Grenadier I sla nd re:~ rin g e:qWJ'i Jn cnt. Hesulling contTov c 1·.~ .1' 

wiU1 in lh e C(Jnservalion department kd Lo 
\iVehk 's re s i g n:~tion and llarriman md ercd 
Deput~ - Comn1i ss ioner Justin T. Mahon P.V lo 
comlud an investi gation . 

l\'lahone<:; r eport to th e governor ciles 
la xit,l" o r e x pe rt ~ to determin e bolulisnl con­
tributed Lo f he de<1l h s of the birds. 

A numuer of top conservation depart­
m ent ·off'iciab are involved in the report, s ub­
stantiat ing materially \;l, 'ehl e's position. 

At the tirne of Wehl e'~ res ig-nation, this 
editor ex pressed r egTet that Wehle had Jounrl 

it necessa ry to r esign. Th e s incerity of hi s interest in eoJ\ser­
vation has been known to sporbrnen for many years . There 
were selfi sh reason s too for lhi s vi ew-Lou Wehle, in canying 
out the orders of Govemor Jianiman, had shown a great deal 
of interest in our Chautauqua Lake problems. In fact, those 
of us who "ought s t ate interec: t in the problem of Chautauqua 
Lake, are very well awar e that Lou Wehle smooth ed out a 
great deal of a rod.v path for us. 

Fortunately fo r th e futme of Chautauqua Lake rehabili­
t a tion, Wehle 's s uccpssor , Sharon J\Jauh ", already has g-iven 
a ssurances to Sarn Conte, l.J t•nJonaLic county chairman, t!Jat 
the state's interes t will be maintained. 

Paul J. Milliron, who ha s a scrapbook of letters from 
prominent political and go vemmental flgmes of the day, has 
added t wo interesting items-letters from Democratic Presi­
dential Nominee Adlai Stevenson and Paul J'd. Butler, Demo 
cratic national chairman. 

Every now and then, but onl~' now and then it seems, the 
title "Esq." is given in st ead of "l\Ir." 

A British public library mal;es thi s difference-for male 
readers who borrow serious books, the ti tie of '.'Esq." is re­
served. Headers of light fidi on eam the title of "Mr." 

In the newspaper business, we inake a nuniber of distinc­
tions in the fraternitv. Historically, the "gentlemen" report­
ers have been from The New York Times complete with white 
spats and cane (where that leaves the rest of the field nobody 
knows) and the "journalist'' is rather commonly known as tl1.f• 
fellow who bums cigarets from newspapermen. 



I More Fish Per Dollar 

A-Power to Be Used 
In Largest Hatchery 

NEW' YORK, May 15 (IP). -
Plans for the world's largest fish 
hatchery to be built on the St. 
Lawrence River and operated by 
nuclear power were announced 
today by the · N·ew York state . 
conservation commissioner. 

Lqujs A W ehlg in New York 
to discuss the prol ect with ' engi­
neers, termed the five-million­
dollar undertaking a "Conserva­
t ion . Department dream." The 1 

hatchery, with its nuclear heat- ! 
ing and push-button controls , will' 
be so modern, he said, that most : 
of the present hatcheries will be I 
abandoned. 'I 

Under plans, the project will 
be located near Massena, N.Y. 
Water will come from the tui-­
bine discharge of the St. Law-1 

COMMIS~ioNER WEHLE 
. . . a nuclear hatchery 

' 
renee power dam. The · hatchery 
will be' placed downstream to 
take advantage of the gravity 
flow. 

Support Expeded 

Wblle the undertaking must 
first receive· legislative and gov­
ernor approval, Weh1e said be 
expected full1s\lpport. . 

"The authorities are behind me ' 
on it/' he said. "Governor Har~ i 
riman has shown the greatest in- : 
terest and ass.ured me his strong- i 
est backing. Plans are ·already on 1 

the drawing board." 1 

Wehle said the one hatchery 1 

would raise three. times .as many l 
fish as all of the present . 28 
hatcheries combined. The· cost 
per pound of the' fish for stock­
ing purposes would be 50 cents 
-a pound or less in contrast to the 
present ci:Jst of $1.47 per pound. 

Nuclear power will be . used to 
maintain the water' at a consist- i 
ent temperature of 56 to 58 de- : 
grees, assuring health growth. 1 

Higher or lower temperatures, ; 
W ehle said, retard growth and I 
raise the cost of stream stocking. ! 

Tra,nsportation wjll be handled , 
by air from the hatchery to the I 
various points around the state, 
the commissioner added. The fish : 
are to be put to sleep and pack- 1 

aged for the pl;me ride. 

Controlled by Push·Buttons 

W ehle said each tank would be ' 
a unit in itself. The .vater will : 
be emptied. and filled by push- ' 
button control. Water will be · 
controlled so that fish may exer- · 
cise· themselves in lower water 
and help clean the tanks. , 

The commissioner said he was 
confiden~ the nuclear-poWered 
hatchery would produce. more and 
healthier fish, better able t o sur­
vive in wild · waters. 1 

"Many of the New York hatch­
eries are still in the horse and 
buggy stage," he added. "I feel 
it is time we did something 
about it. I have spent a great 
deal of time on the project in I 
order to bring it to a workable I 
stage and we are .now ready to 
go in the interest of progress." 

Wehle was not able to give an 
estimate of the completion date, 
if approved. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
Democrat & Chronicle 
Circ . D. 11 7,8 18 - S. 172.7 19 
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W eltle Ol(s Fishing 
Itt New Scallop Bed 

Uy DAVID 11. BEETLE 
Times-Union's Own Bureau 

GREENPORT, L.I.- Scallop lovers got a "break" 
here yesterday. 

And so did a tiny Greenport, L.I. fleet that has been 
scalloping for generations. 

Action came in the form of an Without food, the scallops would 
order by the slate's new conser- starve. 
vation commissioner, Louis A. 
Wehle of Rochester. lff!""M~Mrl To make sure of all this, Wehle 
Iess(h'an an hour afler he re· wanted a couple of scoopfuls 
turned from a dawn trawler trip from the affected areas. Within 
across a bay so icy and wind· 48 hours, he talked with the gov· 
tossed the scallop fleet itself ernor: then rounded up the neces-
hugged port. sary task force and set forth. 

Under the order, scallopers ex· After their trawler was about 
pect to harvest hundreds of bush· an hour out in the rough bay, 
els of scallops that would other· scalloper Ed Kart tossed an 
wise would be lost. oyster dredge o'•er the side of 

"Did the department ever get the pitching 42-footcr and 
out an order changing a fi sh and made the first of two hauls. 
g;;me law this fast before?" Dr. Conservationists, pawing over 
William Senning, assistant direc· "the catch,'.' found more en· 
tor of fish and game, was asked. crusted scallops than the'y ex· 

"No," said Senning. "This sets pectcd. 
a record." 

" . . 
WEHLE'S ORDER opens up a 

new scallop fishing ground off 
Shelter Island in Peconic Bay. 
The area in question contains an 
estimated 5,000 bushels of baby 
scallops, valued at some $40,000' 
or $8 a bushel. 

Greenporters first had FIOticed 
what looked like concrete crust· 
ing on the upside shell of ~ome 
scallops. It seemed to he worse 
in two or three areas-or-about 
two per cent of the Peconic Bay 
beds. 

But fishermen in the area 
had been protesting any ban 
on hunting for scallops in the 
beds. They contended the rna· 
rine growth that was "smother· 
ing" the scallops had no effect 
on their edibility now. 

So Nicholas Griek, their spokes· 
man, took a few samples to AI· 
bany and talked with Wehle. 

Wehle examined them , held up 
a dripping sample and said: "I 
want people to know these are 
good, healthy scallops. This stuff 
that clings to the shell doesn't 
hurt the scallop one bit." 

.. . . 
ONCE ASHORE, . Wehle tele· 

phoned Senning in Albany anrl 
ordered an OK for scalloping off 
Sheller Island. 

Scalloper Kart left to tell "the 
fleet." There's still a 7 V2 bushel 
daily limit on the tiny two-man 
scalloping sloops-but there'll be 
more ·scallops available; mors 
$20-day workdays; more of the 
small, luscious Peconic Bay seal· 
lops available in New York, AI· 
bany, Rochester, Olean. 

Griek argued that the concre-
tions--{:aused by a kind of an or-~ • • • 
ganism that atta~hes itself to the WEHLE'S EXPERTS 1 k d 
shell- would lull the scallops . • 00 e_ 
once warm weather comes. .

1

mto the pr?blem. Scallop~-dor· 
"Why not remove the ban on ma:Jt all wmter -: feed m the 

I
, taking these scallops less than a spr~ng. Or they do If they can get I 
year old and market them before I t~e1r shells open .. But the concre· 

; they die?" he asked. lions would f.~.~ten them shut. 



'Bold, Advenh~rous' Program 

Novel Trout. H'atchery 
Projected by Wehle 

By Ef\IJHET N. O'BHIEN 

GanHctt. Nc 1cs Service 

ALBANY, .Jan. 20-Slate Conservation Commissioner 
Louis A. W.ehl_e, in announcing appointment of a long-

, awaited ·a,-civ isory board, today projected a "bold, ad- ! 
! venturous" program including a novel trout hatchery 1 

~ along the Sl. Lawrence River. ---~--- ! 
The trout hatch ery wi ll be 1 'TI 'tl 

11
,
1
-11 acll' l· se 

I I , \'T 1 1 . 1 c·· 1 e con11111 ee "u tr" -moc ern , ., e Le sa 1c . on- . 
1 ' l. · 1- l b Co mmissioner \Vc hle on genera ·struc IOn IS con 1ngcn upon u . , . . . . 

· · ff' · f . ll conservatiOn policies 111 the slate. tau11ng su Icienl power rom 1C , . 
· . l ' lls appom tmenl long has been ·St. Lawrence power pro]ec , . 
1 •1 . . l . " : u1 ged by conservalion groups, 
'" li Ch _Is expected to be urnwo [who complained that the 1ormer 
out kllowatls 111 two or. three jtlewey administration dropped 
years. ! lhe advisory committee idea . 

i Wchle said the plan calls for ' Gov. Harriman , it was recalled, 
:usc of much warmer water lhan I promised to reactivate the com­
i presently used at state hatch- mitlee in pre-election talks. 
•cries. Experience 'in Western ! A major theme that Wehlc 
!states has shown that more trout ! will lay before the committee 
. can be propagated in warm wa· will be development of the con­
iter than in normal temperature servation theme at the Stale Fair 
;water, he reported. · f next fall. Gov. Harriman picked 
· Discussions leadin g to nego- ! conservation as the theme and 

l
tiali ons with the State Power i' Wehlc has projected an all-out 
Authority already have been held program to ~upport · it. 
with Robert Moses, SPA chair- He also ,,·ill discuss holding 
man, it was reported. a series of "lown meetings" in 

Wehle will expand on his plan areas of the slate to discuss con­
when the advisory council meets s~r\>ation matters, and call for 
for the first lime next month, it a review of the stale's game 
was an nounced. I stocking plans. Wehle last year 

Ilis appointments today follow experimented with "hardening" 

I
a_ year's study. of the conscrva- iof pheasants before releasing 
lton SituatiOn 111 the state and I them , and explore~! the possi-

1consultatwn W!lh conservatiOn , bilit y of stock qua1l 111 upstate 
1 experts. . . J areas. Greater fish stocking 
1 \Vehle appomted to the adv1- likewise will be tackled. 
sory comn11ttee: I A major topic will be forest 
! Dr. Gustav A. Swanson, head, preserve policy, includin g acquisi­
IDepartment of Conservation, Cor- . lions and grea ter r ecreat ional 1
1

ncll University; Dr. Hardy L. 1usc of the great natural resort, 
Shirley, dean, Slate Co_llege. of plus knotty problems of dispos­
Forestry, Syracuse Un1vers1ly; I ing of scattered parcels and . 
Hobert Thompson, Waverly, pres- res trictions on h ighway construe-, 
1dcnt, Slate ConservatiOn Coun· ltion in some borderline areas. 
cil; Clarence Morey, president, -------------­
stale chapter, Izaak Walton 
League of America; Howard M. 
Woods, Rochester; James Lonef-
gan, Ticonderoga; E. S. Cookin-
ham, Poland; Frank C. Ash, Ful-
ton; William Paulson, New York 
City, and Harold C. Kimholl 
Yonkers. 



~ 

IWehle Gives Lane/ 
1 Tue,day lo rcmnrlr i t11c lc•rmcr A "r<~lhskcllcr·· t1·pc da nce 
· restaurant, <1 100-by-30-toot t11 o- : hell in the first floor· of the for­
. ~tory frame btrilding. \York \\'ili mer restaurant " ·i ll be remodeled 
, mclud e new SJdmg on the extcr- and made a1·a·ilable for meetings 
1or and partlt!Dmng to prov1d~ j of organizations interested in 

To State for Use 
office space for district offices, i conservation. Installation of a 
wh1ch now occupy space m two · model fi sh pond on the site to 
ci ty locatio,ps. ; demonstrate . to farmers and 

Wehle said the work will be sportsmen the advantages of 
ccmplcted by late Au gm•l. Pres- similar installatioJ<s on the ir own 
ent offices of the WestP:'l1 Dis- pr0pcrty also is planned, Wehle 

AS Recrea tl•on s,•te trict Fisheries Office at 383 ?· lain said. 
,St. E. and of the District ~ame 
Protector at Room 513 , Terminal :'\car Thruw~w 

I BUJlelmg, wiTI tnen be aban- The con>cr·.-ation c>J mmi ;;s ion 
· State Conservation Commissioner Louis A. Wehle cl oned . 1 po i n t~rl o• •t that locotinn of the 
yest erday revealed he had donated to tni~"'sti!te: ft!!~M Space for Labora,tory i propcrt_,. on the main southwest 

· buildings near Scottsville for use as a public fishing and . I approach to the c1ty, 1ts nearness 
te.creation site and . as headquarters ·for conservation ' The lle'V headquarters al so will : to tl:e Thruway . and proximity 
faeil.ities . 

1 
proncle space for other game per- to _ tne C:aledoma _ and Ced_ar 

. . . . sonnel , a water control labora- Spnngs f1s11 hatchenes <~dd to 1ts 
Tlre pnnc1pal bUJldmg on the I which <;~ zs donated by _ Wule ' tory and a l!cense office. Auto- ' attractJ>enes" 

site was formerly the Dumplmg and the . Genesee Brewmg Co. ! mobiles will be stored in a wing f.Ieanwh ile in Albany, Gov. Har­
Rill restaurant. It will be r e-' Inc. , wh1cn he heads as cha1rman 1 and boats on the lower story, 1 riman's office_ made public a let· 
modeled to accommodate the , of the bmrcL ,iwluch ad)uts dock fac ilities. 1 t_er sent t? 1\'ehle by t~e _gover· 

tt 1 ff' _ f tl ll· t •\ Officially Accepted r ( Savmgs from off1ce rentals , 1 J,or befor e hrs depaituJe for 
cen a o 1ce o 1e coun Yi, . Europe. Harriman sa1d 111 the let-
Ri.'Jcll.ester - Buffalo conservation ·. Wehle, a Scottsville sportsman ;. boat and storage !ees have not ter; 
~!strict, Wehle sa id. ! ~ncl businessm an who was ap-d been estimated, \.V ehle sald. ·'It is a wonderful thing you 

[ 

The land and buildings, wortli; pointed to head the Conservation !' One cottage Oil th e property and you r company are doing to 
an es.timated $40,000 are on Department early this year, said ; wi ll be used to house a game· turn over such a fine p iece of 
Scottsville Road five miles south- the state budget director has of- : keeper af! d his family. another land to the state for the purpose 

' wesf of the city line in the Town ficially approved receipt of the i cottage and a shed probably will of the Con:;ervation Department. 
. of Wheat.land. A frontage of 1,000 property. · be r azed. A walled promenade You are already doing so much 
feet on the river and parking , Workmen undr>r. o irer.t.ion of ' and fishing platform will be con- for the state and its citizens 
. space for an estimated 300 cars Raymond Doerer, chief engineer! structed along th~ n,·cr front- through your vigorous · adminis­
~ are included in the property, • of the department, will begin I age for the publ!c s use. tr alion of the Conservation De· 

partment and yet, apparently not 
satisfied with this, you are now 
making this splendid gift to the 
state." 



W ehle Envisions New 
North Bass Hatchery 

Would Like State To 
Erect $150,000 Project 
In Cape Vincent Area. · 

water does not flow downhU! 
naturally, at least the supply is 
unlimited. 

Long familiar with this part 
of the state as a summertime 

(Special to The Times.) fisherman, Mr. Wehle was mak-
Cape Vincent, Feb. 26.-Louis ing his first o!ficial visit to Cape 

A. Wehle,. the state's· commission- Vincent· since he became commis­
cr ot ctrrrse't'V'ation. suggested sioner last fall. He flew from 
yesterday the construction o! a Albany with Gov. Harriman's 
new $150,000 black bass hatchery ' party Thursday to attend the Wa­
along the St. Lawrence river- tertown chamber of commerce's 
front. .

1

· 53rd annual dinner. 
Mr. Wehle inspected the fed- Earlier . yesterday he s topped 

er<Jl fish hatchery here with an i at the state hatchery at Ogdens­
eye towards using its facilities to burg, where he commented that 
provide greater stocks of bass for his department planned to in­
New York anglers. crease the capacity, bui ld more 

He . left, however, with the ponds, and generally add more 
i feeling that the labor and ex- equipment. He also plans to make 
I pcnse involved in hicreasing the the area more attractive by in-
1 capacity of the present hatchery stalling picnic benches and out­
here for the breeding of game : door fire places. 
fi sh would be prohibitive. From Ogdensburg he motored 

"We are int~rested," he said, to Alexandria Bay for lun ch be­
"in the kind of fish you catch fore arriving here. Later he 
w ith a hook and line, such as planned to visit the .state game 

·,b~ss, pike, .perch, and muscal~ farm at Brownville. 
Ionge." His brewing company 'I'he hatchery here concentrates 
I sponsors an annual state-wide on bass, blue-gill and wall-eyed 
1 conte~t which recognizes twelve pike. It has not operated at truly 

types of game fish. full capacity since 1946, w hen it 
Since it would not be feasible was forced to stop the breeding 

for the sta te to i'ent or lease the of commercial species for Jack of 
local hatchery, Mr. Wehle, who cooperation from fishermen who 
wants to furnish the piscatorial cou ld not supply sufficient eggs. 
interests with some 200,000,000 Until then the hatchery produced 
more fish a year, is left with no white f ish, herring, pickerel and 
alternative but to ask next year's perch, in add ition to bass. 
legislature for an appropriation Built one hundred years ago 
to build a new bass hatchery. as a shingle mill, the building 
Such a project would cost be- was first converted into a grist 
tween $150,000 and $200,000. mill before it was purchased as 

Ideally, Mr. Wehle would like a fish hatchery in 1895. Actually, 
to find some place •in the state the hatchery. has a capacity in 
with a natural flow of the right the neighborhood of the na tional 
type of water as a site for the debt. Just one of its jars a lone 
new·:• hatchery, since pumping is is capable of producing 450,000 
the most expensive way of ob- · eggs, and the building holds 1,900 
taining water. However, his rep-

1

1 jars. Breeders estimate [\1at 70 to 
resentatives report they have , 80 per cent of those eggs will 
scoured the state in hopes of lo- ii hatch. 
eating a spot where gravity alone .But the fact remains that the 
would move the water, and with hatchery is functioning at ca­
no success so far. pacity levels with its present 

In that case, the new hatchery ponds and it is not breeding any 
will probably. be situated some- commercial species. 'I'hat is why 
where in this area. Mr. Wehle Mr. Wehle faces the prospect of 
observed that Cape Vincent, for I requesting from the state legis­
example, ineets all his environ- lature $150,000 ·to cast upon the 
mental requirements and i! the I waters. Landing that one may 

prove to . be the prize catch o! 
Mr. Wehle's career. 
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L,egislators 

On Pheasa11t 

Disaeree 
0 

Cltarges 
By BOB MACK !a bout t wo weeks eadier with a 

United Press Staff Correspondent speech the millionai re Rochester 
ALBANY t UP) The· R~publi- ~ brewe r made at Watertown. He 

ca n major ity of th e Legis lalu.r e'·s sa id that out of 2 ,OJO phea sa nts 
"watchdog" co rnmiltee says it shi9ped to Grena di er -th e p1·evious 
has bund "not th e sli ghies t evi- s ummer on I y a bout· 4,300 were 
dcnc c" in ,s u:l part of chJ rg2s by I a li ve in th e fJII. 
fo•·mer Conservation Commiss- I on- ~ He a.cc u;:cd ·a "secrzt society or 
er I..!Jui s A We'd! ihat H1 e dea th s sec ret fr aternity" in th e d epar t­
of .thou o:a nd s of yo un g ph 2asants m cnt of hav ing " t orpedo ed " the 
on ·a Lake Ont;.tr io i.i la n:t were I proje ct wh ich h e had c.an8e ivcd : 
due 'to " g ross neglige nce or sabo- as a n experim ent in T.aising :the 
tag e." I birds in a near-wild sta te. 

The Dem.Qcrati c m~n ority dis- , Cheatum Suing , 
puled th e maj or-ity ' s conc lusion . Chea tum . s tngled out for atl.'l;Clt' 
that Weh!e' s charges were • ·un- ~ l s cur rentl y s umg Wehle for ~DO • 
founded. int<mp 2rale and ill-co n- 000 a nd the sla te for $100.0-QO as 
sid ere d" and pi cl ur~d th e form er a r es ult of the attack. The Dem · 
c0mmissioner as a n "unselfi'sh " ocrals on the comm ittee sa<d LIA• .. 

1 pubJ.ic se rvant. The Dcmocr a [s pape rs were :oerved_ in this c,. _.,ll- ~ 
placed most of th e bla :n e for . tire ncction o n Wehle wheu. he was 
fail ure of the p:1casa 1it _ r 2a ring e.a ~J e d .b ~ fore th ~. co~1~11ll lc~ a :1~ 
proj ect on Dr. E. Leon a rd Chea- tney sa!.l. lh1s 1ucLl) and cal · 1 

tum , chief target of Wclll ~'s al- lou sly" d1 s rcgard·r rl ".the _d1gmty I 
lack. Wchl c acc used Cheatum , of i!.s m em bers a nd all of 1ls per­
head of the Can serv ali :JJJ Depart- sonnel." . . . I 
m e!Jt's burea u of cr'ame of tri " - The ma}onty r€ port d es c.nbed I 
ge:· in g a n e;J ide mi ; of ' botuli s r:; , the pro)'e'ct as a "pe t ~· a: W€hle 's 
a ba:terial poisonin g . by shipping 1

1

.a nd s:a td -~hat n·ever d\~t. h ~ dts-
i di:zasE d bi rds to Grenadier Is- : ~ u ss tt ;.v tch Cheatum ... .111 whose I 
. la nd in th e s umm er of t\:55. ,p ureau 1t was placed. 1 
' [ Epidemic Spontaneous ! F ir!lt Committee Report 
1 Tl1e committee. headed by As- J The r eporl, mad-e publi c Su n-
l semblyman William F .. . Hora n of cl Jy . was th e fir s t from th e Joint j 
1 Tu ~ kah o2, con~ lud : cl 111 1ts mapr-. L~g i sla tive Committee on Govern- . 
ity report that the .o utbrea k ·Jf men : 0 ):e:·ati ::: ns since it was s·et 'l 
botulis h1 on Gre na dier wa s "sp~n-. up by the R ep ublican c.onlr olled 
laneou s . r 2s ulltn g fr om a como1- I Legi; lalurc tw :l years agC' to k 2::p 
nation of fa c tors which 'favor ::j tabs on the administr !ion of Gov­
ihe growtli of the loxin-pr:::du cing ern or Harri m a n. Th e ~ : m:ni tlee 

, orga ni ~ m. " ha s spent oomething 01 ' r $158.003 
" The1'e was nut the sl ightes t of $325.0 :J a giv en it fo i· its va r iou s 

i evidence that Dr. Cheatum or in vestiga tions. 
' any others in th e departm e nt at- Fol low ing a s ia tf iuves tigalion 
templed to 5a bota ge th e Gren a di er whd1- IJc ga n la st .Ju ·:e ·11, the 8-

1 Isla nd project or wer·e guilty . of m ::: mb ::: r c.0 mmit.t:e :.ook alm~ .; t . 
negligen: c in the di 5c hargc or 1,000 pages of tes timony from a 
th eir duties," ' the majority said. I wilnessc< in cluding Cheatum anj 

Tile ·:n inority sa id th a t . Chca - Wzhlc. at seve n cl osed-door szs­
tum "did not use a ll ac c2 ptctl I' sions. Th e two committee Demo­
proce dur es known to him to be crats, Sen. Samuel Greenber g a nd 
effective in checking the cpidem - . AsEemiJlyma n Joseph R. Corso, 
.ic of botuli sm" a t ihe department I both of Brooklyn , charged that the 
Delmar Game Farm. nel'!r Alba- 59-page majority r·ep!Jft quoted 
ny. f;-om whi.~ h the shi pments to-~ out of context and omitted so:nel 
Gr znadier Island were mad·e. of the testimony. They asked that 

Th e contmversy, whi~h culmi- ' he e ntire les limony be made pub-
1 naled in dra matic suddenness a s lk . 

Wchle resigned June 13 ~egan . 



Editor's Mailbox 
Wehle's Stand Against 'Pros' 

In Conservation Field Defended 
The following letter by Mr. Leo A. Wincow•ki of Dolgeville, 

wa3 writtet~ prior to yesterday's mmou.ncem.ent tllat Lotti.s A~ 
Wehle had re•!gned a• •tate co11•ervatio11 com.mi•sioner. 

To the Editor: 
Conservation Commissioner 

Louis A. We11le may not yet 
tully realize the seriousness to 
the trouble he has brought 
upon himself with the charge 
of "sabotage" which he leveled 
at the Bureau·of Game because 
of the death of thousands of 
pheasants on Grenadier Island. 
in the St. Lawrence river. 

The seriousness of the charge 
Is not so much because it re­
flects on the integtity of any 
individual In the department's 
employ, but rather because Mr. 
V'tehle has found evitlence 
which threatens to put the 
spotlight on a managed game 
scarcity operated by the Bu­
reau of Game Management for 
a number of years. 

* * * Before Mr. Wehle is finished 
with the m ess he has un­
covered, he will realize that he 
has tangled with a ruthless 
group of "professional con­
servationists," who's interest 
in wildlife is not in lhe con· 
servation of it, but rather in 
the millions of dollars that 
pour In annually to the various 
state game departments and 
also into the hands of many 
so-called wildlife conservation 
societies. 

The leaders of th ese ontfi ts 
have found it to their advan­
tage to coopemte with the 
professionals in the game de­
parlmenL<J in promoting the 
managed wildlife scarcity. 

We have already seen 
sample.s of their Utreats as 
published In newspapers, which 
qlloted officials of the National 
Wildlife Federation as terming 
Mr. Wehle's charge of sabotage 
as "libelous" and "p1.,1zzling." 
"Libel" Is a weapon the pros 
are quick to point at the head 
of any person of Influence. 
The NWF has a big st.ake 
in this . business. It col­
lects · hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually from the sale 
of its wildlife stamps, all of 
which has been made possible 
by the wide publicity it gives 
out on the wlldlife scarcity. 
What arguments would . the 
NWF use to promote. the How 
of this easy money Into its 
coffers if wildlife became 
abundant through intelligent 
management? Not all of us in 
thls world are so blind ns not 
to see where the outfit's main 
Interest lie.s. 

We have also read the threat 
posed by Durward L. Allen, 
who is reported as president 
of a wildlife organization, 
which he said numbers "3,000 
professional conservationists." 
M•·. Allen . was also quoted as 
having said that if W~hle's 
charges wen~ pcnnilted to 
sland lhcy would bring 11lln­
tional discredit" on the Harri­
man administration. I once had 
the pleasure of meeting Mr. 
Allen and exchanging views 
with him on conservation mat­
ters, so am quite familiar with 
]]is conserv'ation· philosophy, 
which I believe insulting to the 
intelligence of informed sports-
men. 

* . * :~ 
Although I have never met 

or tall<ed to Mr. Wehle, I have 
every re'ason to believe ·he is 
an honest, s incere sportsman­
conservationist; one who holds 
tremendous reopect for the fish 
and wildlife resources of this 
state and !or the rights of the 
millions of people to enjoy (as 
he has .throughout his life) the 
fuliest measure of joy a'"' 
pleasure that comes to those 
who follow the pastime of fish· 
ing and hunting. 

In his own way he has been 
trying for years to promote 
these interes ts. He undoubted­
ly accepted the post of cc;m­
missioner because of the ehal· 
leng~' it offered to do a good 
job for all the people of this 
state, without perhaps the 
slightest doubt that he would 
have the full cooperation of 
the employes under his charge. 
What a shocking disappoint· 
ment it must have been to him 
to find his efforts being sabo­
taged. 

In addition to all that he 
now must · face the attacks 
which will be made from day 
to day by the professionals, to 
<liscredlt him and tear down 
h is reputa(ion. These men are 
a well organized cllqve, with 
"slooges"'_in just e.bout e.v~ry 
Influential. conservation organ­
lzatlon 'In the state. Any day 
now we should be hearing · a 
blast coming · from the New 
York State Conservation Coun­
cil. It It .does come, Mr. Wehle 
shouldn't take It too seriously 
because it won't l)e repre­
sentative o! the sporll!mett o! 
the stale. It wiil merely be the 
voice of the old guard witltln 

the council, who have sold out 
the sportsmen of this state to 
the professional clique. These 
men have hncl things pretty 
nntch their own way the past 
12 years. Whnl the public has 
seen is only lhnt side which 
has been profusely adorned 
with such catch words as 
.. education, science and re­
search .'' 

Some idea of the magnetic 
appeal such labels have on 
some folks, could be gained 
from an editorial which ap­
peared in the . Jtine ·6 edition 
of the N. Y. · Daily Mirror, 
under the hea\]ing, "Wehle Go 
Home." It was an excellent 
example of one man's gulli­
bility for something cloaked 
\vith an auora of science; re­
search and education. Had the 
editor cited specific examples 
sho\\'ing where wildlife ha.s 
greatly benefited as a direct 
re:3\llt of ~t"'ienrc in g~me man­
ngcment, we might have had 
some respect for his criticism 
o! llfr. Wehle. But since there 
weren 't any, the editorial left 
us with a feeling of disgust. 
· The truth of the matter Is, 

many species o! wildlife are 
.now nt a dangerous low be­
cause of the wide support be­

.ing given to the scientific wild­
life management philosophy by 
many sincere but otherwise 
unwitting sportsmen and con­
servationists. These p eo pIe 
seen1 to have no conception 
of the tremendous reproductive 
potential of wildlife In the ab­
sence of Interference from 
natural enemies. 

Prior to Mr. Wehle's ap-

1 
pointment, I wrote numerous 

. articles in which I charged 
game manage rs with promot-
ing a .managed game scarcity 
with the aid of uncontrolled 
hordes of predatory animals, 
and through mismanagement. 
The tools with which such 
mismanagement can be accom .. 
plished by the pros are mllJly, 
Turning pheasants out intq the 
fields with a portiori of the 
upper beak cut of! so they 
can't pick up food and must 
starve, Is one of them. Allow~ 
ing pheasant to become ln­
fected with disease Is another. 

LEO A. WINCOWSKI 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 
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When State Bakers 'Loafed' in Convention Here 

Photo by Stall Photorraph~r 
THEY ARE THE OFFICERS OF THE STATE BAKERS ASSOCIATION 

At the close of the New York State Bakers' Association Lyon, New York, secreta~y ; L. A. W t: hle, Rochester. pres­
meeting at the Sagamore this week, the 1928 officers, pic- ident ; E. B. Kurstead, New York, treasurer; Charles R. 
tured above. were chosen. From left to right, th~y are : Chesley, New York, vice president, and Carl F. Kehlhof, 
Charles L . . Larsen. Brooklyn , vice president i Frank A. Buffalo, vic e president. 



In the Auto Club Driver's Seat ior 1941 
Retiring president . is shown congratulating the new president in I chairman of the dinner committee; Harry C. Stevenson, retiring 
this photo which was taken following the annual election of of- president and guent of honor; Harry 0. Alderman, r.ew president, 
fleers of Rochester Auto Club. Left to right are ::lol Heumann, and Louis A. Wehle, toastmaster. (Times-Union Phcto) 



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1950 

My dear Wehle, 

Your letter of March 20th from Florida 
is most intere~ting. I am particularly glad also 
to have you take time off from a holiday to write 
me. 

Your experience wi1ile you were cruising 
down the St. John's river must have been impressive. 
The Navy decides all such policies with a good deal 
of care, and I am sure their decisions are general­
ly completely sound. I can well understand the re­
action of the layman to the sight you saw, and I am 
glad you wrote me about it. 

I appreciate your personal good wishes. 
Of course, it is good news that I make many new 
friends all the time. I am sure if you have been 
reading the newspapers thoroughly you wili realize 
that we are making a few enemies as we go alongl 

With appreciation and kindest personal 
regards, believe me, 

Honorable Louis A. Wehle 
100 National Street 
Rochester, New York 



EARL WARREN 

SACRAMENTO, CALifORNIA 

October 23, 1948 

Mr. Louis A. Wehle 
100 N&tional Street 
Rochester, New York 

Dear Mr. Wehle : 

Thank you very much for your 
kindness to me when I was in Rochester. 
I appreciated your thoughtful gift. 

The fine crovtd that gathered 
to greet us in Rocheste r i s something 
we shall Hl ways remember, and the 
kindness shown my family and me added 
grectly to our pl easure . 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

EW : gc 



Bank Pia~~ 
Revealcd1t 

~~"'~~~~7~ 
To Put Up Cash~ 
Ry ZOLA SWARTHOUT 

Herald Cnrresp(lntlen~ 

JENSEN BEACH - A com-1 
mercia! bank has been !ll"O· 
posed for ,J ensen Beach, fi sh­
ing resort commun ity in Mar­
tin county by New York Stale ­
financier Louis A. \Vehle. 

\ Vehle who owns 270 acres on 
the norllr fork of the St. Luci e 
river near U.S . 1 has established 
a winter training track there 
for harness racing hor .ses as well 
as a ·Jarge boat basin , stable ·and 
a beautiful home. 

J{c is chairman of the lward 
of dit·ecto'rs of Genesee Brew­
ing Cn., c·ommi . .;;sioncr of con­
scrV"ation for t.hc stat.c of New 
York, and was finance chair­
man of lhc Averell Harriman 
for president campaign. 

As chairman of the National 
Foundatlon for Infantile Paraly­
sis for New York State. Web!e 
raised more than $22,000,000 In 
10 Ye<~ r s. 

rle has been a memb-er of the 
Jense n Beach area chambet· of 
comm erce since purchasing hold­
ings in the area in 1952. It was 
through the• Jensen chamber that 
he asked for a public opinion as 
to the needs of a bank. in the 
area. 

Stuart attorney Evans' C r a r y 
asked Jensen Beach chamber 
president Frank Wacha to call 
it board of directors meeting to 
Jdetermine the practibility of es­
tablishing a bank here. 

The directors .Friday night 
enthusiastically endorsed the 
proposed bank and have called 
a meeting of thC gcnrrni Jncm­
lJcrshijl anll 1h P.. J't'8h1cnt.s o[ 
the Jensen Dcach area to meet 
Sept. 2 at 8 p.m. at the com­
:rp._nnity ceJ;Ite1· to discuss the 
formauou of the bank. 

Cran· said tilat Wehle and his 
son , Jolirr R. Wehle, were pre­
pared to i-Jl vest substantial sums 
in the bank if it proves feasible. 
lie added that lf the people in 

jthe Jensen Beach. area were !n­
' terested that the matter would 
·he taken up immediately with 
the s tate complrollet· to seck a j 
charlet· for the bank. 

I ~ /J!l 
-uiJ e~ ¢ TtlfiL ISIIED 1888 

{(;) ~relay 7-5371 
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Private Service Set 
For Elizabeth Wehle: 

A private funeral service for 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wehle, 93, mother 
of State Conservation Commis­
sioner Louis A. WehleJ:wl.vill be ! 
conducted tomorrow morning i'n I 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church, in 
Penfield. Burial will be in Holy' 
Sepulchre Cemetery. 

Mrs. Wehle died Friday (May 
13, 1955) in Clifton Springs Sani­
tarium. She was a resident of the 
Hotel Seneca for ~our years be­
fore she entered the sanitarium a 
year ago. 

The famil)' has requested 
friends to call at the John M. 
Hedges Funeral Home, Culver 
Rolld and Empire Boulevard, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. and from 7 to 9 
p.m. today. 

Born in New York City, Mrs. 
Wehle came to :Rochester with 
her family as a girl. l!er husband, 
John Wehle, died in 1908. For 
more than 20 years the Wehle 
family home was at 25 Gorham 
St. and later it was at Lake 
Avenue and Selye Terrace. About 
30 years ago Mrs. Wehle moved 
from Rochester and lived in New 
Haven, Conn., and New York City. 
She returned to Rochester about 
10 years ago. 

Her sons, besides Commissioner 
Wehle, who is chairman of the 
board of Genesee Brewing Co. 
I11c., are : Harold J. Wehle, presi­
dent of the Rochester Conveyor 
Co.; Raymond Wehle, president 
of the Genesee Trucking Co.; Ed­
win ·wehle of Binghamton, presi­
dent of the Wehle Electric Co., 
which has offices in Rochester, 
and Dr. Frank Wehle of Hartford, 
Conn., who practices in New 
York City. Mrs. Wehle also leaves 
nine grandchildren and 14 great­
grandchildren. · 
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Wehle. Attempts --=--·-
Harmony Move 

For Democrats! 
I Efforts to harmon ize th e dis- : I sonant anti-Bush forces within 1 
the Democratic Party hu iJg in the 'I 

ba la i}Ce last night. 

The latest effort is reportedly 
headed by Louis A. Wehle, chair- J situation. No agreement was 
man of the board of the Genesee 1 reached. accord in g to informed 
Brewing_ Co. and prominent in · sources. That Jed. to last ni ght's 
local Democratic Party circk·• -\ ' strategy committee me c tin g 
series of secret session ~ Lhi~ : which was to decide whether 
week between th e Wehle for,·es t c[for ls to l ind a mu tu a ll y agree-. 
and the Reform Dmocrats c61r ~' , able candidate lor leader or to 
to a head last night at a meeti~: ;; ' light it out alone. 
of the Reform strategy com· One member of the strategy 
mittee. committee, who declined usc of 

The strategy committee was his name, told newspaper re­
unable to reach any decision on a porters that three members of 

I 
proposal to accept a harmony_ the commillee hnd been un able 
compromise to select a new leacl- 1 to attend the meeting and that 
er in combination with the Wehle ' no action would be taken until 
forces or to fight it out alone in a thcv could he consulted. Names 

I 
primary battle ag.ainst M_onroc of the absent members were n ot 
County Democrattc Chatrman learnc<l. 

1 RO~' F. Bush. . H wa s apparcnl, however, lo 
' None of the parties directly m- observers outside of th e Reform 
valved in th e late:;t harmony Headquarters at 16 Stale Sl., 
move would discuss.lhe situation. where the meeting wa s held last 
It was learned fronl other relia- night, that committee members 
ble sources, however, lbat the were ha ving a diff icult ti me 
harmony meetings begai1 Tues- making the decision. There were 

' rla v a t Wdlle's. Scottsville Road no obvious signs of an outward I 
' fa~m. rift within the committee ran)<s, · 
1 Weh le called both his group, but raised voices filtering 

I 
which includes -Democratic State through the closed door of the ! 
Committeeman J ames P. Wtlmot, meeting room inclicatccl some I 

1 and the leaders of th e Reform di sag reement. i 
!group to his farm. The two The Jt e f n r m Group was 
' groups reportedly mel "' scpa- ; launched in ,J anuary for the pur-
1rate buildings with Wcllle shut- po~c of ousti ng Bush as cou nt y 

l
tling back and forth in an effort cha irman. A l ew weeks ago, 
t o reach so me solution. to the cur- Wilmot and Wehle joined forces , 
r en t intra-party fight. asking Busl1 to publicly_ stale 
I Each side reportedly presented he would not be a candidate to 
Ia li st of five names of persons succeed himself as chairman. 
1 acceptable lo them as county 1 Bush declined to mnkc s uch a I chairman to succeed Bush . Thc l. statement, saying only he .would ' 
:10 names, five f rom each group, not resign durin g his current 
still are a secret. ' term in party office. 

The only result that could be I Reform clements have been 
learned that came from Tucs- l work ing toward a primary fight 
day's meeting was th e ap ~OJnt- agai n ~L Bush while the Wilmot­
men! of a four-man · com m'l\ec, Wcllle forces ha ve hccn trying 
two from each side. Former Ctl:' the "persuasive approach" to re­
Councilman Robert B. Corns, c~t- : place Bush with a yet unnamed 
rently Ref~rm Democrat chatr: I successor. 
man, and Rtchard C. Wade, a R_e There h as been a public feud 
form Democrat strategy commtt- , between leaders of the Reform 
tee member were named from Group and Wilmot. It titus fctl 
the Refor m grouo. Wilmot and to Wehlc to assume the role of 
Richard Barker, Hennelta D emo· bringing the two cleme nts lo­
cralic leader, associated with the gclhcr. Indications last night 
Wilmot- Wehle forces, were pointed to a deci sion by the Re-
named fr om that group. . .form strategy committee by the 

Those four mel Wed nesday Ill end ol the week. 
a further attempt to iron nul the 

Democrats Name 
Wehle Chairman of 

State Convention 
P.arty to Hold Meeting! 

Sept. 5, 6, 7 · 
In Rochester I 

Louis A. Wehle, Rochester busi­
ness man and cha irman o( the board 
of the Genesee Brewing Company, 
was named general chairman of the 
1950 Democra tic Sta te Convention 
yesterday. 

Sta te Chairman Paul E. Fitz- 1 
patrick, in announc ing Wehle's desig- .

1 

na1ion in New York, also said he 
had named S. N. Eben, New York 
Cir y insurance broker as convention 
treasurer. I 

Wehle wilt ha ve fu ll charge of ar- 1 
rnn fic mcnt.'\ for I he' 'onvcntion, to bc j 
held in Rochester on Sept. 5-(\-7 , llc 1 

also wi ll be in charge of publica tion I 
or rhc offici;d con ve ntion program 
;1n d wi ll fnrr)Hdl y cal l the delegates 
ro order nt the opening scss io11 of 
Sept. 5. 

A liberal contributor to the Demo­
cratic campa ign ches! in the J 948 
campaign, Wchle has been honored 
on freq uent occasions by in vitat iol)s 
to White House functions. Although 
his name has cropped up occasionall y 
as a possible Democratic candidate 

1 for sl~tc compt roller this Fa ll , he J 
·has told fncnds th at he IS not to be 
con~idcrcd as a prosrcct for that orl 
an y othe r pnlitic;d o ffice. 

~r ehl c Goes 
\To Washington 

I 
Louis A. Wehlc, prominent Monroe \ 

Democrat. Ja., t . night attended the 
1 mcetin<.; of th ~ fmance grou r. of tl~c 
! Dcm~c rati c Nation~( Comm1tt~e m ) 
i Wash 1ngton. . 

1 
1 Wch le i .~ a me:mhcr of the nat1 onal 
. and ·" tate fmnnce groups o f the Demo­
[ era tic organization. 
I Among those who dropped in at 
the meeting in H ote l Stat ler were 
President Trumrm and members of 
the cab in et. I 

Wchle said tod ay that reports 
0

off ! 
lhc finance group showed coHci:s 
the Democrats in "e.xcellent" con-
dition. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 7, 1948 

Dear Mr. Wehle: 

I have heard of the generous way in 

which you expressed confidence in ~ leadership 

and want you to know of my heartfelt apprecia-

tion. I am more grateful than I can say. 

The Democratic Party must go forward 

with progress and the support which you gave so 

wholeheartedly gives me strength and courage and 

renewed faith in the principles for which our 

party must always stand. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Mr. Louis A. Wehle, 
100 National Street, 
Rochester, 
New York. 
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Wehle Buying Race Ho;~ses 
Louis Wehle is doing it spacious grounds of the Wehle be flying down the stretch in 

again! Manor House near Scottsville . the ncar future. 
. And, this time ifs race He hired Bill Storum, vet Other sports receiving the 

attention of the local brewer 
•:are Rochester Red Wing hase­
ball games, Rochester Royal 
basketball games, and Aquinas 
Insti tute foolball games. All 
three are broadcast by Add 
Penfield over Station WRNY. 

horses. sulky pilot , as his trainer after 

The sports-minded owner of Levi Harner, leading money 
the Genesee Brewing Co. and driver at Batavia Downs, re­
principal stoC'k holder of Radio portedly turned down a $10,000 
Station WRNY, is jumping a year offer to take the job. 

into the "king of sports" picture Now Louis is out touring the 
with both feet. country in search of top horse-

To start with, he's installing flesh to grace his stables. People 
a $_100,000 harness racing train- who know him say he'll find 

In addition, he sponsors the 
"Louis Wehle $5,000 New York 
State Fishing Contest" each 
seaso!l. 

in-g plant in his back yard. 'em, too. 
S aid backyard being on the The Louis Wehle colors will 

- ---------......:..""' ··------
Rochester Entries 
Dog Show Victors 

Jack W e h 1 e Spaniels 
Top Breed at · 

B uffalo 

Equipoise of Rochester made 
·good yesterday at the Kennel 
Club's dog show in Bulfalo Audi­
torium. 

Exhibited by Jack Wehle, J 8-
year old son of Louis A. Wehle 
ot 2 Pelham Road, th& solid 
bla.<lk cocker spaniel won best­
of-breed award over a big field 
numbering some o! the best 
cocker spaniels In the country. 
A bumper entry list o! 773 o! 
Amer ica's finest dogs wal!l ex­
hibited. 

In addition to Equipoise, young 
Wehle, a freshm a n at Ya le, also 
copped the best-of-female-breed 
prize with hi! White Daisy of 
Hickory H11ls, another cocker 
spaniel. 

Equipoise, in outclassing the 
host of 1paniels entered, vindi­
cated Its breeding. It Is a •on 
of Toy H lll Trader, best cocker 
spaniel In the U. S., which sold 
!or $5,000 recently. 

Mr. Wehle Sr., wa~ notified late 
Ja..qt night that Equipoise had 
been acccuded the distinct ion or 
res erve winner of the show. This 
rates th e Rochester spaniel as 
the second-bes t dog o! a ll 773 
breeds in the event. He said 
Equipoise and W.bite Dais~' would 
continue to other dog lhOWI !rom 
Bu!!alo. 

--.-...,.. .. . 

W ehle Re-Elected 
By Bakers To Head 

State Association 
At th e c' lo'Sing session of ttie New : Kimmey, Albany; vice-preside_nt 

York Slate Bakers' Assoc ia tion (central district), A. A. Ros en­
Louis A . Wehle of Rochester to- ·' blum, Utica; vice-president (west- : 
day was re-elected president. ern district), Carl K ehlhof, Buffalo; · 

At the morning session today vice-president (a lli ed t r ad e s), · 
Miss Irene Rich of the American Cha rles Chesley, New· York; treas- I 
Institute of Baking of Chicago urer, E . B. Kierstea d, New York, , 
brought out 1nany inte resting f acts. secretary, Fra nlt A. L yon, New 1 
She advoca t ed a foUrth 1neal a day York; cxecutJve committee, F. H. { 
for children. Holister, Cortlan"d; A. A . . Haga- ~ 

"Children nrc n aturally hungry," man, Syracuse, elected for three : 
she emphasized: HThrec tneals a years; Thomas O'Rorke, Buffalo, 
day Is not adequate. Many chll- elected tor t wo yenra. 
dren develop the cooltie-jtLr h abit 1 

1 because parents fall to provide a ! Delegates elected to the conven-1 
fourth meal. The best time to have tion of the American Bakers' As-· 
.it Is .when the child returns from . sociat.ioti to be b elt\ In Chicago in 
school." : September included W .. H . Boelt- i 

Thomas F. Smith, organization J ger, B. A. Cushman, C . C. Ellis, 
1 field man for the inst itute, sta ted =F. H. F razier , E. J. Hotchkiss, and 
· in a.n , interview t ha t bakers are Louis A. Wehle. \ 

rapidly changing from tradesmen Amdng the national le~dcrs in , 
to bus iness men. ... the halting indust ry attend ing the ! 

Other· officers elected were: Vice- :: conference is "!4. Lee Marshall of , 
! president (metropolitan district), . New York, chairman of the Board : 

Charles Larsen. Brooklyn; vtce- of Directors of the Continental 
J oresldent (capita l district), Ralph ,Baltcries' Corporation. 
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AT T 
[ M p T S /: W ehle L~sted Wehle Feted Twice ! 

. [ 1 As Candtdate By Capital Bigwigs I 

CHARGf[J ., FOI" Senate •washington-Upstate Democr>tic l 
tongues w>gged in spccul>tron here 
last night following two honors be­
slowed upon Louis A. Wehle of 

S C t 0 f E h Louis A. Wehle of Hochestcr h>s Hochcsler. 

1 

even OUn S, ne or ac been mentioned as a possible Demo- First Wehle was guest of honor 
Letter Sen t Gannett and crutic candiJ;1 te ·for U. S. senator at a sma ll luncheon given by Ed-

ne"t ycur. bu t the hint cHme from wnrd Fole.y, undcr!'ccrctary of the / 
Wehle-, Listed the Hcpublican side. Treasury, in th e private dini ng room 

GOP ·state Chairm an · Willium L• of the Treasury Department, and / 
BUFI<'A LO, Jan. 10.- (A P) Pfeiffer said itl Washington he ex- second. he was guc.st at a. luncheon 

R 1 1 E r 1 R 
· peels the Democrats to pi~.: k an up- l given hy \Vill iam Jyt. Boyle, Demo-

- 0 am ' · :11· nrke I, ochcs- • state candid>te to run against Se nator !cratic national chairman, yesterday I 
tcr mcsscn~cr boy , wns ind icted i I rvin~ M. lvc•. a Rcpublic•n. Then·, noon 

today on a l<'cdcral charge of i ~~~~~~~~1 i•;:, 11t~n;~:hf,/~~~~~~~~~np~;;~~111~ ! wa~V~~~us~~oJrl~\ ;h~t F.~ls~~ol~hc~~~a~ ~ 
·attempte d extortion for send- candidotes Wchle, chairman of the ' rut JN.n Snyder, Secretary of the · 
ing letters demanding $~50,000 ; board of Genesee Brewing Company; ·Treasury, was heard lo say to tbe 

Mayor Erastu~ Corning of Albsny I Rochester man at the concluding of 
from Frank E. Gannett, pub- and Democratic Stale Cha irman P•ul ' the luncheon: "This was once you 
lis her, and Louis A. \Vehle, c. Fitzpatrick of Buffa lo. ·got somethi-ng from the Treasury · 

ln·ewcr . 
Markell, who confessed sending 

the !'etters, but insiSted .he did it i 
only to "see how clever the . -G- ' 
men really were," was directed to 
plead not. guilty by the court and. 
was sent back to jail. 

JlJDGE BARS GUILTY PLEA I 
· Judge Harlan V{. Rippey tpld 
Markell: 

111 would refuse to accept. a. 1 

plea of guilty even if offered;'' 
Earlier Markell had told newsJ j 

papermen he !'thought of pleading 
guilty to sending threatening Jet- j' 
ters hut not to attempted extor­
tion." 

Two indictments were retumad, 
one for each of his victims. 7:'here 
were seven coun ts, one· for e!lch 
threatening letter sent. Under 
the Jaw he cim be given twen ty 
years on each coullt if found 
guilty. 

Markell, asked by the ·r.o.urt if 
he had an attorney, saf.cl · he 
"might ha\<e one later'' The 
judge told him if he did not have 

0 
Department" 

Secretary of Agricullure Charles 
WEI-ILE cou ld not be reached lo- ' F. Brannan was anothe r guest al 

day for comme nt o n Pfeiffer's sug· 
1 
the luncheon. 

gcstior1. .He is expected to return , \Yehle was on e of a parly of Roch­
Friday after a lrip Ia Texas. Jeslcr ians to a ttend the $100-a-plate 

Pfei ffer rcnso ned that the Demo- ,Jcff·e,.,o n-Jn ckson Day dinner , herc l 
crats would pick t'ln upstate cand id r~l~ : lm;t night. He came North from hi 'i 
because Senator Herbert H. Lehman , \Vinlcr home at Prtlm Beach to at· 
comes from the New York City nrca. :--r-.,.:<1. Other Rochcstcrians here in· 
Asked wheth er Jves would be a candi.1cJudcd Count y Chairman Roy F. 
date for re-elec ti on on lh e GOP Bush. City Court Judges lames F. 
lickel , Pfeiffer replied: I Sheehan and Henr-y E. Gillette, U . 

"! expect him to ·ru n again. 1 S. ~ l ush•\ Raymond A. Morgan ; 
know nothing to lhe contrar)'. 1 am 1 Jlol\n H. Odcnbach, John E. Ora­
ac ti ng on that assumpt ion. However, , o•m and James P. Wilmot. 
!think it i~ up to the senator lo mokc 
his own announcement." 

one by Janunry 20, when thei·e is 
a special term of court ih Buffalo, 
he would assign one. 
'fltlAL IN MARCil 

Earlier Federal Attomey George 
A. Grobe said the trial. would be 
cjeferred until March ~-·to J>ive the 
psychiatrists more tlnie · to see 
what made him act 'as he did." 
After Markell was .:nrested De-

cember 28 at his Raohester hom'E ~­
Grobe said the twehty -one-year-

, old youth was "more in need of a 
· straitjacket than of handcuffs." 
' Markel was arrested after Gan­
nett and Wehle had received a ' 
series of letters threatening them 
and their children with deat.h un ­
less the writer received, finally, 
$100,000 from Gannett and $150,-
000 from the brewer. 
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Twent y- fi ve yra rs ago last April , lmotlcggc· rs, " blind 
pigs" and scd imcnl· filled honwmadc h<'c r ln ·co:LttlC passC. 
Repeal arrived on April 7, 1933. The next day Genese~ 
Brewing Compan y, Hochestcr, New York came into be ing. 

Since then the beer business has stepped out of the 
prohi bition-r ra alleys and back strcrts to become onr of 
the countrr's m o5-l rcspcc.:tcd industries. employing hun ­
dreds of thousands of people both dirrctl r and in directly 
and making major contribut ions to Anwr ica 's economy. 

Gc nrscc nrcwlng Compa n y is onc of tl w~c · fi r m::- wh o~(' 
success story !-i p:~ns tl u· last q 11a rkr ,. ,.ntur y. \rlwn 1l11· 
firm was founde{l iu 1 9:{;~ Il l(> n a li fH l · ~ r' t.'OI!O ill )' wa ~ 

battling its way hark from a long, down hill ~k i d ; for 
mos t companies, stay ing in business was a problem of 
major proport ions. 

Genesee, however, not only stayed in lwsim·s!';- it burst 
its scams in growing. In it s fi rst full )'f'nr of opera tion 
125,000 barrels of beer and ale· Wt'H' prod1u·f'cl. L('t~ t yc·a r 
the company's output LOJIJWd the 800,000 lwm·l mark. 
It was, in the words of prc~ i den t John L. Wr hle, "the 
best yea r ever". 

Genesee's distribution area inclu des all of New York 
state with the (' X.c('ption of New York Ci tr and reaches 
over into eastern Ohio and northe.rn Prnnsylva nia. 

What's the reason for GPncsec's success ov('r a spau of 
years when many ot her br(·weri f's "w('nl un der''? Louis 
A. \Vehlc, who f01m ded the company and is still acti ve 
as chairman of the board, surn!'; it up thi ~ way: " Th(' 
beer business is highl y cO rnJWti tin :. Maki ng n top·notch 
product isn' t enough. You'w go t to con!'tnntl y promote 
your produet in cvPry ~.:o n c<: i va h] ,. wa y. And, to lw Rlll'f' 

you r promotions will do tlw joh, you 'vf" got to kef'p on 
your toes, look for new ways of gctl i n ~; yu ur sa h·~ JIH!S!' :J ge 

to the public." 

When Genesee first began in Lusinrss thr y sold only 
two products-Liebotschaner beer and 12 Horse Ale. 
Louis A. w ehle, then president of the brewery, purchased 
a team of twelve show horses fo r a ti c. in with his ale. 
The horses were displayed throughout the year at fire· 
men's cn rni vnls, pnradr!'. r.f'nlcnninl cclchrations o[ n. rcn 
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villagcs----almm;t anywhere they were asked to appea r. 
The team's success was in11ncrl ia tc. Thei r populnr ity 
became so grea t, in fact , tha t a detailed booking schedule 
had to he arranged for appea rances. Alang with the 
promotion, sn iPs boomed. · 

Th is yrar another big promotion is scheduled in the 
Wchlr tradition. The famous Lipizzan horses of the 
Spa ni !'h Hidi ng School in Vienn a will be fcat un:d. These 
arc the horses saved from the Hussians during World 
War II by the latf' l.('nera l G<'orgc S. Patlan. While tonr · 
in r~ l;: ll l'OJI!' l:1."t )' •'<II' , l.nn iR A. Wc·hlo · w:ll r lwd th~ hor~'~ 
Jlf'rforJJ L An t•xpcrl on horsc·s for man y years, he im· 
rnt' tl ia. tdy rral iz('d the promotiona l apJH'a l of lhe beau· 
tiful Lipizzans. He made arrangcmf'nls to huy seven 
Lipizzan horsrs and the original Hoya l Coach wh ich once 
helonged to Aust rian F. mp,. ror F' r;-t nz Josef. Th e horses 

loui1 A. We hlfl, Cha irma n o f lhfl Boord 

B . W P E lit SPEC T IV E 



The New York Times 

ILHI!f:HJAN A PPOINTJ\IENTS : Govcrnor·clcct Averell llanin1an announces nominations 
of it r :ul s of three state depa rtments. With him arc Daniel J , Care~· . left, designated Commis· 
sioncr of A,.; ricultm·e and ll'larlwts; Louis A. \Vchle, right, Commissioner of Conservation, and 
John W. Johnson, war, Superintcnderit of Public Works • . Mr. Harriman tal{es office Jan. 1. 
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Mr. Louis A. Wehle 
100 National Street 
Rochester 5, New York 

Dear Mr. Wehle: 

THE ROCHESTER CLUB 
!2 0 EA ST AV ENUE 

ROCHESTER 4, NEW YORK 

May 25, 1951 

At the annual meeting of the members of the Rochester Club on 
April 28, 1951, a motion was unanimously adopted to extend to 
you a rising vote of thanks for the many years of service you 
have contributed as a member of the Board of Governors. 

This spontaneous and fitting tribute indicates a recognition 
on the part of the members, of your generous assistance in 
guiding the Club to its present enviable position. 

The many hours you ha ve unse lfi shly given, together with y our 
sound advice and counsel in the many de liberations of the 
Board represent a major contribution to the success of our 
Club. With untiring effort, determination and excellent judg ­
ment you have helped to guide the Rochester Club through a 
complete cycle of good fortune and adversity; and a major 
catastrophe which could have been fatal. 

It is most understandable therefore, that the members should 
feel deeply indebted to you, and it is a pleasur e to convey 
to you, this expression of gratitude . 

The members of the Board of Governors, with whom you have 
been associated, also wish to express their thanks and appre ­
ciation for your splendid cooperation and valued assistance. 

Sincere ly, 

THE ROCHESTER CLUB 

HFK:es 
~~~-
Howard F. K;l{;r~-~ 
Secretary 



AVERELL HARRIMAN 

GOVERNOR 

Dear Lou: 

STATE: OF" Ne:w YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

July 6, 1955 

It is a wonderful thing tha t you and your 
Company are doing to turn ove r such a fine 
piece of l and on the Genesee River to the State 
for the purposes of the Conservation Department. 
You are already doing so much for New York 
State and its citizens through your vigorous 
administration of the Conservation Department, 
and yet, apparently not satisfied with this, 
you are nOiv making this spl endid gift to the 
State. 

I understand tha t the Director of the 
Budget has official ly approved receipt of the 
property by the State and I only want to express 
to you my personal and official appreciation of 
your generosity. 

With all best wishes to you and your 
family, 

Honorable Louis A. Wehle 
Conservation Department 
Arcade Building 
Albany, New York 

Sincerely, 

~Q_ >¥'~~--~;:::_ <·-
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A VERELL HARRIMAN 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAM a ER 

ALBANY 

GoV ERNOR 

September 22, 1955 

Dear Lou: 

Thank you for your gracious invitation 
to your fishing party. You are most thought­
ful to extend this invitation and it is 
sincerely appreciated. To my regret, I do 
not feel I should take the time - much as I 
would enjoy such an outing. Many enthusiastic 
reports have come to me concerning your hos­
pitality and your excellence as a host. 

Again, my thanks and my warm regards, 

Honorable Louis A. Wehle 
100 National Street 
Rochester 5, New York 

Sincerely, 
1

/ _ · 

~-~Y/~~ 



ilOCHEST$ DEMOCRAT AND CHRONIC:U 
Tuesday, August 14. 1956 

MAPPING STRATEGY - Donald A. 
Dailey, left, former postmaster and past 
Mouroe County Democratic chairman, 

plans convention tactics with Louis A 
Wellle, delegate from the 39th district 
Photo by D&C Cameraman Fred Powers 



ROCi-iESTER. N. Y., W~!):ESDAY , Sc?EM5E'l 6, l9SO 

Ll..t'\'ING UP THE PROPS [or Democratic State Convention 
opening today in Columbus Civic Center, from 1cft, Paul E. 
F itzpatrick, srntc pnrty ch=:~ irm:m; Benjamin Wetzler, com·cntion 

PAGE FIFTEEN 

secretary; William J . O'Shea, counsel to. the State Democratic 
Committee; Lou is \Vehlc, cha irman of convention's arrange· 
mcn ls. and Robert Carris, a Rochester Democratic Councilman. 



1"HAT'S MY BOY-The name "Roosevelt" was on almost 
everyone's lips yesterday as "the peepul's cherce." And it 
was FOR, too, but with a Jr. after it. Young Roosevelt, Man­
haHan Congressman, and his wife, were greeted at the air­
port by _l::o_ui~ Wehle, co~yE:!_I1t!o~ _.c:.~airma.~. and host to 
the Rooseveft's wliile-they are in Rochester. 



THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR INFANTILE PARALYSIS, INC. 

F"RANKLIN D .. ROOSEVELT, F"OUNDER 

120 BROADWAY 

NEw YoRK 5, N . Y. 

BASIL O'CONNOR 
PRESIDENT 

Dear Louis: 

July 12, 1954 

It would be futile for me to attempt to 
find words with which to express my regret over 
your resignation as New York State Chairman of 
the March of Dimes, as indicated in your letter to 
me of July 2nd. You and I have had a long associa­
tion in this great fight and both sought the same end, 
and on this one occasion, only, disagreed on the 
question of policy. However, I respect your right to 
form your own judgment. 

For ten years, not only you but your 
family and those who would not have otherwise par­
ticipated but for you, have rendered invaluable ser­
vice to the March of Dimes. It has always been a 
joy to work with you and your close associates. I 
want you to know that I have much consolation in 
your statement that you will continue your friendly 
interest in the March of Dimes. 

Mr. Louis A. Wehle 
100 National Street 

Rochester 5, New York 

Faithfully yours, 

President 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY 
AND 

STRONG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

DEPARTMENT OF BACTERIOLOGY 

AND 

PREVENTIVE MEDICI NE 

Mr. Louis A. Wehle 
Genesse Distributor Inc. 
239 Winton Road North 
Rochester , N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Wehle: 

2.60 CRITTENDEN DOULEV ARD 

ROCHESTER 2.0, NEW. YORK 

October 18, 1954 

It was a great pleasure for the staff of the department and 
myself to meet Mr~. Wehle and you at the dedication of Wing W and 
the Louis A. Vlehle virus research laboratory. May we again ex­
press our great apppreciation to you for your interest and gener­
ous aid in making it possible for us to have this laboratory for 
virus research M1ich will enable us to carry out investigations 
on many problems related to virus diseases. Over the years there 
should be many dividends to medicine and science procuring from 
the work carried out in this research laboratory. We vnll do our 
best to justify your aid and trust in our 1.-10rk. 

I have included a folder with some of the pictures taken at 
the party 11hich I thought might be of interest to you. We very 
much hope that this will be only the first of the visits that you 
will pay to this laboratory, and at anv time we will be most 
happy to see you and t o tell you of the work that 1'fe have underway. 

With appreciation for your interest and help I am 

HM/bk 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert H.. Morgan, H.D. 
Professor of Bacteriology 
Associate Professor of 
Hedicine 



W ehle Keeps Sway 
On Opposed Slates 

By JOSEPH ~ MALONE 
Louis A. Wehle, denied a Reform Democrats ' designa­

tion for delegate to the Democratic state convention by 
provisions of the state election law, accepted the faction 's 
designation yesterday for alternate delegate. 

1 By accepting designation as al- . I 
ternate delegate, Wehle was able campaign manager, at lhe same 
to fulfill his desire to be on both tune satd Wehle would be destg­
the Reform Democrats and the nated to fill a vacancy created 1 

organization tickets. He is can- for the purpose. Rtchard A. I 
dict ate for delegate to the con- Wade, a Reform Democrats' vice 
vention on the organization sla te, chairman, declined as delegate in 
and his status there is in no way order to create the vacancy. r 
affected by the new designation. The Board of Elections an·; 

. . . . nounced Mo nd ay however that l 
A certthcate nammg. htm to provisions of the law made it . at the fifth annual picnic of th e 

l the Reform slate was ftled wtth impossible for Wehle to be · !canandaigua Democratic Club 
the. county Board, of E lectw ns designated for the same office ~ ~ ~nd at 8;30 at Manc ~1 ester,. a lso 
shot tly before 5 ° clock by Paul on the two opposed slates. The ' In Onta n o Cou nty. The Jli<:mc 
E. McNamara, Jus attorney. Reform Democrats thereupon l lwill be at the farm of Fred L. 
Weh le was lll New York yester- dropped the original plan and · 1ni gney, Ontario Cnunty Demo­
clay, but. his son, John L. Wellle, i the substitute m ove for \Yeh le's I era tic leader. in East Lake Hoar! , 
saJCl the elder Wehle had full I designati on as alternate delegate j' /Canandaigua. Francis McElwee 
knowledge of the move and h ad, W<1 S evolved. 

1 
,Jr. is president of th~ club. 

give n Ius approvaL 1 The state conve ntion will be / ' The Manchester rally will be 
Wehle was designated for a!- held in New York on Sept. 21-22. ;at Firemen's F iclrl in that vii· 

terna.te d~legate, 3rd Assembly Wchlc in announcing acce ptance, !Ia ge . The Manchester Democratic 
Dtslnct, Ill pl~~e of Helen L. of a Reform Democrats designa- f !Committee is sponsoring the ~f­
Volke, 3373 Chili Ave., who was tio n said h e wished to be in a 

1 
' fai r. 

designated by the Reform Dem- position of friendliness to both 1 
1 

Fol lowin g his Manchester 
ocrats originally and who de- factions to mediate their dif- 1 :speech, Roosevelt ·.viii leave for 
c!Ined to run. fcrenccs when the proper time 1 Rochester by car. H•o is accorn -

Eieclion Commissione r Hobert arrived. He pointed out a lso that i ipanied on his present trip by Jus­
W. Smith said Wehle's new des- he and the Reform Democrats 1 I tin Fe ldman, his sec:·ctaiT , a:Hl 
ignalion was in conformance with , hal·e the sa me obj ec tiv es in want- 1 lhi s wife. He is sc heduled to 
election law provisions. ' ' ing the nomination of F ranklin .lea ve Rochester sor,1rtim0 tomor-

Designatecl on July 29 as can- Tl. Roosevelt Jr. , for gove rn or jrow but ma y otay Ol'er for the 
dictate for delegate by the or- and th e ousti ng of Bush as coun- (;ay in an effort to bring some 
gan ization forces !eel by Co un ty t.y rhairman. measure of harm ony to 1rarring 
Chairman Roy . F. Bush, Wehlc V' acle, balked by the law in Monroe County Democracy. 
announced last Saturday that he his proposed sacrifice in Wehle's Rooseve lt will k at Ithaca pre­
was prepared to accept_ a lso a behalf, was .red.esig.nated for dele- ceding his Cananrlaigua appear- ~· 
Reform Democrats' des1gnatwn gate, 3rd Distnct, 111 another cer- ance. 
for the same office. Francis J . tificate filed with the elections' \Yehle, foremost Mo r. roc Coun-
D'Amanda, Reform Democrats' board yesterday. ty backer of l1oosc velt's candi· 

- - - - - clacy for the Democratic nomina- ! 

SECTION 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

JULY 25, 1954 

Roosevelt to Visit W ehle 
After Talk in Manchester 

FDR Jr. Leads Liberal Poll. Page 2B. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt .Jr. and his wife will be over· 
night guests tonight at the hom e of Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Wehle in Scottsville Road. Roosevelt's vis it here will 
culminate a day of activity in the Rochester area. 

Rooseve lt wi ll s pc:Il; at 4 p.m. 

tion fflr governor, w,1 s prime : 
move r last week in an effort to 1

1 
have the Orga ni za tion Democrat s 
lor Reform of the pari,\' lac! ion ' 
:mrl lhr nrmorr.1tic ,!!roup as:::nci- 1 
atl'd wit h him :llld .Llmr.~; r. \Vi!- I 

mol jo in Jnrce,..; , with Nornwn A. 1 
O'Brien as their candidate lor 
county chairman. OppositiOn to 
O'Brien Irani some members of 
lhc Reform Drmocrat.s caused 
the pla n to ra ;l, tem pora ri ly at 
Jeasl. A numbri.' of other names , 
WC'rc sugges ted hut nco deci :; ion 
has been r eached. 

In <1rlvancc n[ i1is Yi::;it to the 
H.ocilc stPr a r1.' t~ l ocl:1y, Roosevelt 
wrnlc tn ~nm.~· uf lli .~ Sli!)PC~rters , 

hrrc rx prc:;si ng a '' ''PC that. the 
[;rc11ch in loca l Dcmociatic ranks 
could !1c hr:I lc<i. 



j2 Monroe Democrats. 
1 

Take Posts in Drive 
To Name Harriman· 

Dy JOSEI'H R. MALONE 
W. Averell Harriman's quest for the Democratic nomination 

.for President had tentacles in Monroe County ye~terday . 
Two local developments, both of which followed the formal 

opening of a . state Harriman headquarters· in New York Friday 
under the approving eye of State· 
Chairman Paul E . Fitzpatrick were : was in Rochester for the dinner and 
! -Appointment of Louis A. Wehle it was his report, delivered to Me· 

as cha irm an o( the finan ce com- Kinn ey, that led to Dever's se lect ion. 
mitt ee o( the H a rrima n fo r President ·Dever him self will go to the conven .. 
Committee by Franklin D. Hoose- !tion as Massachusetts' favored son 
velt Jr., its he ad. · · .for the P residential nomination. 
2-Appointment of J. Arthur Jcn- : Newspapermen covering the Chi· 

nmgs as chairman of th e Man- :cago meetmg of the Dcmop·at•c b•g· 
roe Coun ty Harriman for President .wigs came-away with the impression 
Committee by Democra tic Chairman ·th a t · the draft of Adlai Stevenson, 
Hoy F. Bush. .Illinois' Governor, is in the cards 

Wehle, a liberal contributor to for the Presidentia l nom ination. Stcv, 
Democrat ic war chests and board 'enson says he is not a candidate but 
chairman of the Genesee Brewing 'he refused I'? say h~ would not ~.C• 
Compa_ny, is a perso nal fri end of cept the nommatJO n. tf 1t were offered 
Harrima n as well as of young Roose-! him. 
velt, who has been his guest here · 
.a.nd in . Florida. H arriman, li ke: 
'Wehle, . is ~ breeder of Labrador re-
trievers and an enthusiastic ha rness · 
,racing patron . ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION: 

Wehlc to Sec Cand idate 
Wehle sa id he expects to sec Ha rri- Thundoy, Nov. 29, 1951 31 

Bush, Wehle 
man shortly at the con clusion of his, 
Wchle 's, F lorida vacation. 

"The, man · is dynam.ic and I have 
great respect for him," he dec lared, , 
add ing that Harriman has demon- ; 
strated "outstanding" abili ty as sta tes- II 

man, adminiJtrator and Jiberal. 
Wehle is a 41st Di st rict delegation 

to the national convention. · 
Bush, announcing J enn ings' . ap- 1 

pointm~nt, was quick to point out 1! 
. that he does not mean a comrn it­
m ent on his pa rt to the Ne'y Yorker. I 
Asked why, under those circum- ' 
sta nces, he appoin ted J cnnings, an 
attorney and wealthy Irondequoiter, . 
Bush said : ' 

"Fitzpa trick asked m e to designate 
so meone up here and I design ated 
lcnnin gs. H e is a grea t l larri man 
booster. ·· 

Bush 1-l:lils Dever Choice 
Di!Sh, a 40th District dele gate to 

·t the national convention, was pleased 
· a t the decision of Democratic na­

tional leaders, meeting in Ch icago 
Friday, to mlnle Massachusetts Gov. 
Paul A. Dever as convention key­
not er. Dever was ch ief speaker at 
Bush's annual fund-rai sing dinner of 
Apr. J 4 and hi s speech here, sound­
ing what he conceives will be the 
issues thi s F a ll , undoubtedly led to 
his selection as keynoter, Bush ob­
served. 

William F. Bray, assistant lo Na­
tional C hairman Frank McKinn ey. 

Mentioned·-for 

Party Head 
Monroe County Chairman Roy F. 

Bush and Louis Wehle, chairman of 
the board of directors of the Genesee 
Brewing Company, were mentioned ! 
today . by Tom O'Hara, political wri ter 1 
of the · New York Hera ld Tribune , as 
candidates for chairman of (he New 
York Stale Democrntic CommiltCe. 

1\ mo ve to oust Paul E. Fi tzpatr ick, 
Buffalo, as ch airm an, is being spear­
headed by Daniel F. O'Connell, 
Albany Coun ty Democratic leader. 

Opponents of Fitzpatrick plan to 
CRII a ineeting o[ the date commit­
tee hy petition for Dec. 10. There 
nrc 300 tnembcrs on the committee. 
O'Connclrs followers claim they 
have the 151 voles necessary to 
owtt t ritlruttrick. 

Bush today stated th at he had not 
heard of a proposed meeting of the 

!com mitt ee. He had no comment on 
hi• possible candidacy. 

Wehle is in Florida. 
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• Jon~.s. D 11~ · 1ct\f-J 
W el tle Gau ts I nt portant r lace 
A1nong De~nocratic Strateg-ists 

By AL ~JOSS 

\Wehle Gives Approval 
\To fight on Bigotry 

: \ "Anythi ng anyone can do to 

Wh en high er-ups in the State Democratic Committee 
s tart strategy deliberations for the l!J49-1950 campaigns, 
a new figure will sit .nenr the hear! of tht> table. 

He is Louis A. WchlC', RocheSter -
btLSincss man. whose stimulated in- Opposes Radical roli cieR 
tcrcst in politics th is year brought 

him in close Wchle's a6social rs point out that· 
touch with stale he is opposed to lefti s t elements in ; 
a n d · na tional lh e party and beli eves t hat it 
leaders of the sbould hP. a middle of the road r 
pn.rly. Undo n bt- pal'ly, cm7nacing Jibern l but not 
cclly, this inter- rad ical policies. 
est ~lso w ill be . He also maintains that civil serv­
Jn his expected ico employes are underpaid. He 
ac liYily in the 'holds that both lahar· :tnd industry 
191V local elec- s hould be treated fai rly by the ad-
lions. mi n is tra tion. 

It is '" e 1 t 
h:nown t h ;t L 'l'l1osc 'close to Wchle give him 
funds of t he' credi t for the harmony t hat n ow 
slate Democrats: 

"' J~ llr. Y..; were very low 
this ,\·car and for n. lime th ings 
lac·{ed pretty b lark for lhc national 1 

campnign i~ New York, especially ' 
ups lRte. 

It is rcpot'lcd that Paul Fit7.pal­
rick. stale chairm an, appealed to 
\:Vchlc and lhal the Rochcsle ri an 
came through .with a large contri­
buti on . . He also was the la rgest sin­
gle co ntribu to r to the local cam­
pai g n with $2,000. 

r .. a nds n ns ll St<>wanlshitl 

\Veh le 's fri e nd s m a intain l h:tt he 
is no t seeldng- politica l office 01· 

pnr ty leader~hip. 

exis-ts in the local Derwx:ratic Party 
af> far as Poston\.ster Donald A. 
Dail ey, former county chairman , 
and forme t· Rep. George B. Kelly 
tt ro concerned. Their f eud of long 
standing h;~.s · practi cci lly \'anished 
since \Ve hle brought bot h into his 
businesses. ~.dil cy is vicepresident 
of the brew&ry and Kelly i::; man­
ager of radio station \VRNY, in 
which \'Yehle holds the controlling 
interest. 

It is s<~id thnl \Vehl e a l~o brought 
Dailcy n nd Bush toget her when I 
they were at sword poi nts. 

s tamp out racial and religious 

W EHLE 

bigotry is a step 
in the right dir­
ection, and mes­
sages such as 
these are in the 
for e f r o n t of 
measures which 
can be taken." 

That was the 
comznen t L ouis 

A. Wehle, chair man of the 
board of Genesee Brewing Co. 
made this week concerning the 
series of messages now being 
published in THE SUN by a 
group of Roshesterians. 

" I commend these enlight­
ened citizens for their efforts 
and I heartily endorse the 
sentiment of their m essages," 
added Wehle . 

His comments are typical of 
those expressed by business­
men, professional me n, industri­
alists and civic leaders . 

One of the series will be 
found on Page 23 of loday·s 
SUI\. 

They say t.hat \.Yehle has told 
Mom:oe Democratic Chairm a n Roy 
F. Bur-: h that he is highly pleased 
wi lh Bu~h's handlin~ of the Demo­
c ratic affairs in thi s county and 
stnncl s read y t o coopc rcll.c with the 
county c hairmnn in fu tu r e party 
matters. 

\·Vehle, chairman of the board of 
Genesee Brewing Company, was a 
de1cgatc to the Chicago convention 
in 191·.1 , when Henry Wallrtce W8S 

sidetracked to nominnte H a rry S. 
Truman for th e viceprcsiden cy. 

Wehle 
Mead 

to Head 
Campaign 

He was an early ~u pporter of 
Truman nt the co n vention · this 
year a nd wa~ n. T ruman enth usiast 
alnn g- with Fu:-;h, whe n ~ome na ­
tionnlly-promincnt Democ:rat s were 
almost rcCLdy to drop T 1·uman. He 
wa.s a d elegate to the P hil adelphi a 
co nvention. 

: W chle was a member of Senator 
Bark ley 's reception eommiltee and 
heca.nle very 'fri endly wi t h the 
Kenlucldan. 

H e was a guest on t he Truman 
specia l campaign train between 
Syracuse a.nd Roch ester and was 
umong 11pslate leaden; in a con­
fercn co h eld on the train. He was 
i nvited to accompan y the presi­
dential group in the clos ing cam­
paign in New Yo rk City. 

Louis A. \\1eh le, presiden t of t he 
Genesee Brewing Company a.nd ac­
ti ve in many other industrial in terM 
csts, yesterday became t h e cam­
paign manag e1· f or Se n: .. tor James 
M. Mend in t h e Seventh J udic ihi 

JDis t ricl. · 
Hi ~ nppo in lme nt to h ea d up tlH• 

r£' g iun:d g-nb er n atorin l drivr ror thf' 
Democrats was m ade in New York 
by F rancis L. :McE lroy, state cnm­
paign manage r . '\\rehlc, a elos(' 

,f r ie nd of Senator Mead fol' years, 
Jon~ has been influ enti a l in .Monl'oe 
Counly and sta•te Democralic cil'-

cles. f)i-~ Y·..J7.1/6 



On Sunday evening, .April 28, 1946 at Cataract Hall, 
at 6:00P.M. Mr. and Mrs. Louis .A. Wehle, entertained at 
a Buffet Supper in ~onor of their Grandson, John L. Wehle, Jr, 
One hundred and fifty people attended. 

The main hall and adjtiining room wa~ decor at ed with 
spring flowers. One corner of the adjoining room was banked 
with palms which was the setting for the Hawaiian Trio which 
fu~nished part of the entertainment. The Trio was brought 
here from the Panda Club in New York. The other part of 
the ·entertainment consisted of a quartet direct from the 
Gay Nineties in New York. This quartet is considered the 
.best in New York State and was enjoyed immensely by all in 
attendance. The quartet was heard from a stage set up in 
the main hall, and lat er the piano was brought down among 
the guests who joined in singing many old favorites • 

.A cocktail bar was set up on one side of the room 
from which chanpagne pumch, manhattans and martinies were 
served. This table was attended by two waitresses. On 
the opposite side of the r oom the buffet was set up. The 
luncheon consisted of Roast Turkey, Lobster Newburg, Crab 
Meat salad, Ham, Potato salad, Rolls and Coffee . The supper 
was put on by the Rochester Club. 

The outstanding part of the Buffet was the Crepe 
Suzettes which were made by Capt. Frank of Voisin's 
Restaurant, Park Avenue, New York City. Capt. Frank 
came to Rochester especially to make the Crepe Suzettes. 
He is a master of the art • 

.After supper the guests took chairs before the stag e 
and a small program was put on with Marty Utz as Master of 
Ceremonies. Teddy (John L.) parents, Jack and Betts were 
introduced, as well as his grandfathers and grandmothers. 
A highlight of the occasion was the introducing of Teddy's 
great-gr andmother WeJ.le as well 8.S hia great-grandfather, 
Charles Hall . 

In addit i on to the many vases of spring flowers, diddles 
were strung on the walls and noted as Teddy' s pin-ups. Also 
the stage curtain was designed with the traditional stork 
carrying a baby and noted as Betts ' Stork Club • 

.A v ery en joyable evening was had by all, and the party 
went down in record as one of the finest gi ven by Mr. and 
11rs • . Loui s 1\. Wehle. 



PERSONAL 

CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

NEW YoRK '7, N.Y. 

August 24, 1956 

Dear Lou, 

My warmest personal th.anks for the 
honor you conferred upon me at last week's 
convention. I was both pleased and highly 
complimented to have your support. 

It is an understatement to say that 
I am deeply grateful and I look forward to 
expressing my appreciation personally in the 
near future. In the meantime, I am sure you 
and I will be extending our best ' efforts to 
assure a Democratic Victory in ~ovember. 
With Adlai stevenson and Estes Kefauver we 
have a winning team. 

Again, my sincere thanks for your 
expression of confidence. 

Hon. Louis A. Wehle 
Scottsville Road 
Scottsville, N. Y. 

Cordially, 

Robert F. Wagner 
MAY 0 R 



HONOR-In recognition of his work as 
state director of March of Dimes, Louis 
A. Wchle, second from . left, received 
outstanding achievement award yesterday 

at Rochester Club. Others, from left, are 
Thomas .J, 1\lcEaney of Albany, Mrs. Leo 
Dwyer, and Ernest M. Frost of New. 
York City, official of polio foundation. 

Polio Battle Will Cost Half Million 
The entire gamm:1 globulin 

inoculation program in Steuben 
and Chemung ·counties will cost 
about· a half-million dollars, an 
official of the National Founda­
tion for Infantile Paralysis said 
here yesterday. 

Erne·st M. Frost of New York 
City, regional director· of the 
founrl<ltion, S<lid the serum will 
cost $225,000; ·syringes, needles 
and other medical equipment, 
$100,000, and other expenses will 
be in the neighbor hood of $250,-
000. 

He made the statement follow­
·ing .a luncheon at the Rochester 
Club .in honor of Louis A. Wehle 
of Rochester, state director of the 
March of Dimes. Wehle was pre­
sentecl an outstanding achieve­
ment award from the foundation 
for his fund-raising work. 

Frost emphasized "the mass 
inoculation , program is just a 

ga mble. There's no guarantee ha ve been enli s ting volunteers ' 
that t he serum will help. But and helping to set up emergency 
we're hoping it will give im- clinics. 
munity to'some of the children." Praising the press for "its ac-

He pointed out that it takes curate presentation of the facts" 
five to six days after an inocula- of the epidemic, Frost said as a 
lion for gamma globulin to build result the people of Steuben and 
up any resistance to polio in a Chemung counties have remained 
chi ld 's body. If the serum takes ca lm and not become panicky or 
effect in a ch ild, he added, it hysterical. 
toffer s immunity for on ly five to Following the luncheon meet-
six weeks. ing, Francis E. Drake Jr., chair-

1 

Citing the Steuben <lnd Che- ntan of the Monroe County Chap· 
mung project as "a huge under- ter of the March of Dimes, an· 
laking costing some $500,000," nounced the national foundation 
Frost sairl the amount it much has awarded a $5,700 research 
more than t.he two counties gave · grant to Dr. Robert L. Brent, a 
to the March of Dimes in the last University of Rochester re-
15 years. searcher. Dr. Brent said he will 

Frost arrived at the meeting investigate, complications result­
from Hornell with Mrs. Leo . ing from polio, such as muscle 
Dwyer of Rochester, state worn- rparalysis. 
En's adviser for the foundation. 
Both left for the stricken area 
again after the meeting. They 



A FAREWELL DINNER 

TO 

JOHN A. MURRAY 

AND 

LOUIS A. WEHLE 

ON THE EVE OF THEIR DEPARTURE FOR 

ENGLAND AND A WELL EARNED 

AND MUCH NEEDED REST 

GENESEE VALLEY CLUB • ROCHESTER 

JUNE NINTH e NINETEEN THIRTY-SEVEN 



THE SPEAKERS 

• 
ESTEN A. FLETCHER Presiding 

Taking the New Deal to England ..................•..... DONALD DAILEY 

From Rags to Riches-and How ............ MARK G. GODDARD 

Former Chairman Creditors' 
Committee, George Zett Brewery 

As One Travelling Man to Two Others ..................... EZRA A. HALE 

From Caledonia to Rochester in One Big Jump ....... WILSON HAMILTON 

Stick Together Boys ................................ FRANZ HAVERSTICK 

How It Feels To Stay Home-for Once ...................... TOM NAGLE 

What To See and What Not To See, in England, 
Scotland and Whales .......... ........................ JOHN PIKE 

I Was Poor Once Myself ................................ DAVID S. RUTTY 

Local Boys Make Good .................................. MILTON SILVER 

The International Situation as Seen from 
Irondequoit-Illustrated ......................... FRANK J. SMITH 

Down the Hatch ... .. . ..... ................................... AL VOGT 

• 
RESPONSE 

from our guests of honor 

JOHN A.MURRAY- LOUIS A.WEHLE 

(Note: Owing to the lateness of the hour it has been decided to omit these responses. 
These guys wouldn't have anything to say anyway.) 



POEM 
By 

The Girls I 11 The Office 
ln September eighteen eighty -nin e 
Lou, decided to cross the line. 
We know very little of his younger day 
But I'd lay a bet he made them pay. 
To school he went to Old West High 
Became a proud brother in Theta Phi. 
l-1 e tried the law as an office boy 
A s a bill collector he was just too coy 
So he folded his tent as a legal mind 
And studied the art to make beer fine. 
He then began a f:TOcery store · 
But shortly that duty became a bore. 
He made good bread and better cookies 
Which brought more dough than had the bookies 
He watered the milk and sweetened the cream 
What he did with that is but a dream. 
He made some syrup, clean malt from Kreiner 
No one could make a product finer. 
Then miniature breweries not to the liking 
Of a man named Volstead- a Washington Viking 
Then back to the H armand which grew fast in favor 
Had his first jolt with Old Union Labor 
From stores to six wagons he took in a stride 
The Big Red W became soon his pride. 
He then tried his hand as a president maker 
With the same success as he did a baker 
He had a front seat in the Democrats car 
Which rode him to breakfast with F.D.R. 
He said the Republican party was thru 
Long before nineteen thirty-two. 
Soon Lieboschaner advanced and died 
Then 12 horse ale became his pride. 
His thoughts began to flow over the brim 
And soon on the market appeared the Trim 
With all of his might and much energy 
He brought forth the King - Old Genesee. 
His attention then went to ducks, dogs and does 
Not to mention th e horses which everyone knows. 
Prom boats to pheasants and now to the fish 
What next will the Old Rooster serve as a dish~ 
As he sails th ru life, main sail and jib 
He has a good captain, her name is Lib. 
And so to the captain and to his mate 
We come here tonight to congratulate 
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National Committee 
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A Law is Modified .. A Lazv-Abiding 
Rochester Institution Resu1nes Operations 

And citizens of Rochester and vicinity who want beer 
are guaranteed a beverage worthy of the name 

A STATEMENT 
TO THE PEOPLE 
OF ROCHESTER: 

The Genesee Brewing Com­

pany, Inc., has two aims : to 

provide for the people of 

Rocheste1 and vicinity a bev­

erage of the qua li ty and ~:ood­

nes :o. that made its name -

Genesee Liebot!':chanh -

synonymous with the best in 

beer, and to do its part, by 

rigid obser vance of the law, in 

1 correcting the evils w hi ch 

have grown up in connection 

with mca'surn now mod ifi ed 

or in th e process of repeal. We 

belie\'C - :md we have staked 

a large sum of money on our 

belie£ - thi\t under the law, 

brewing can be ll legitimate, 

success ful business. We feel 

that this is also the be li ef of 

the peop le of this vicinity. We 

ask the ir support. 

LOUI S II. W~HLI~ 
rrr:/(id.~nt 

ES'rEN II. t'LETCHr; R 
T.-rn1111rtr 

TH~ GENESEE fJREWINr. 
COMPIINl', Inc. 

".GENESEE Liebotschaner" 

ON July 1st, 1919, the manufacture and sale of beer. under the pro­
visions of the so-called "War-Time Prohibition Act," became il­
legal. O n that day the Genesee Brewery, which had been for 

nearly haf£ a century perhaps the best-known of Rochester's sev­
eral fatnous breweries, closed its doors. And ever since then a Jaw­
m ore il'onored in the breach tflan in the observance--has been kept to 
the le tter by that concern. 

On April 7th, \933-cxact\y 13 yens, 9 months 
&nd II d~ys latrr-under a new law, whick will 
prob.:~bly be 1igned tod~y, th e m&nufutur e and 
ule of beer :llf:~in becomes legal, &nd • new 
Genesee Brewing Co mpany goes on from whae 
the old cc.:IJ<cd. With :11 h~ckground of tradition 
and experience, :~~nd 11 re~li:.:~tion that the rcputa. 
ti r> n o f "Gcn e~u Licl>o tsch:~ncr" mu ~t he · urhr l!l, 
but d~o with :~ n undtr~landinJ!: o( modern manu. 
h ( tUTinr, mcth nth and ide:.\~ of 5tn·icc, the ncw 
org~niution rleOgH itself to p!e.1se it5 p~tron .~. 

As h:~~ve m~ny o thu~. th't businc~~ men whn direct 
the dc .~ tiniu o£ The Genesee Brew ing Company 
have long forc ~ ecn the re~urn o{ leg;~\ beer. They 
h~\' e viewed that return u a mos t important step 
in ~t~mp inK out th e unb car:~bh, un Anarican con. 
dici ons which h11vc ~tfendcd prohibi t ion in Amer­
ica. Many months 11J:O they began prep~ring, so 
th~. when the ule of bHr became legal. Roches· 
tcr would be assured 1 bc•·cragc u pure .:~nd •s 
pleuant as ,that !or which it h~d exprcs~cd its 
preference in the p:ut. 

What Preparation lor Res11mpt ion 
of Business by Genesee lias Meant 

In prepar in g the Genesee pl~nt for making be er 
in the old Licbot~chaner traditi on by modern 
methods, The Genuce BrcwinJ!: Comp~ny h:.s 
~pent. or will spcnd, more thlln $400.000 on build­
inRS and equi pment, mo$lly i11 Rocheste r with 
Rnchcs lcr hu~i n c ~ .~ concerns. 

lt hH employcri ~ force nf frnrn ~0 In IH work· 
cr~. Jt~ payroll for ~.129 'I' OI"k·.,·ccks ha~ :~.~grc -

ga ted some $110.000, all of which hn been spent 
in Rochutcr durin~:. ~ periOd of depression. 

It will employ directly a perman ent force of over 
ZOO n1 en and women, whose p:.yroll will tot~l over 
$ iOO,OOO a yu r. Indirectly It will give employ­
ment to 1omc iOO more w~gc eunns. For raw 
m~tai-lls, bottlin~~: equipment, dtli verr hcilitic~. 
advcrtisinR. etc., it will ~prnd during the first ytar 
10nu: $700.000. It~ ntimatcd yurly purcha ses crf 
~rain will be 200.000 bushels of b.u]cy, 100.000 
pounds of ho ps. ~.000,000 ro und~ of rice. Wit!. 1 
capHity of zoo.ono \r ~rrcls per yeH it wil\ pay 
to the Feder~! government ~lone over $1 ,000,000 
in Uacs each yur. 

The Grncsce Brt,..ing Company is ~ Rochester in. 
atituti on, own ed and opuucd by RochtHet lrusi . 
nc ~ ~ men, employing Rochuteri:mJ. It will spend 
~~ much money H ro ssiblc in Rochc~ter, So, d i· 
re ctly and indtrcctly. the opentions ol this com· 
p~ny affect the city of Ro chester ~nd its citi:cns. 

Genesee Liebotschaner Beer 1-Vill Be 
A \'ailab:e Saturday, April 29th 

Saturd:r.y, ApTil 29th, is the first day on which 
pr operly matured bcH of Genesee Licbotsch~ntt 
qu~lity ~nd coodncu, m ~nufactured within the pro­
visions of the l:r.w, will be available. The produc t 
which GfncMe will seJI is now bcinr m~dt. as 
permitted by the Company's Govc1nment license. 
When it is rc ;ui}' , Rocbester can be as5 urcd th~t 
it will be a perfect buw, made in ~ pbnt which 
is a masterpiece of modc1n en~:inccr i ng, by the 
men who were ruponsiblc for the flavor th~t m~d e 
Gencscc Licbotschancr the hvorit c of by. gone 
d')'S. 

1\t the J'fl'('tt timr, the rublle ... itl he in vited <0 

come arul ~rc how ,Gcnc~ce Licbotsduner is made. 
Munwhilc-rcmcmbcr tholt 

Upholding an Honol'ccl Name with Mode'm. Service- in the Spil'it 
and the Lettel' of the Law - Ls the ,1 im of Genesee 

WE WILL BE READY SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH 



TVorlanen Reconstruct Old 

Workmen are busy rccvnstructinK th e pi:Jnt o f the old Genesee 
Brewery, along t he Genesee River n ear Platt Street. Above is a 
view of th e interior and below the exteri or of the building, giving 
an idta of the extent of th is activity. Louis A. Wehle. hea d of the 
new company, expects the brewery to have a c::~pacity of 100,000 
barrt l5 of beer .a year if, or when, the manuf8ct ure s hould a ~a. in 

he lt'!gali7.ed. 



REMODELING 
OF BREWERY 

Jrnwrral 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. , 

- -·lMEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1954 

PLANT BEGUN W ehle Keeps Sway 
Many Improve ments to Be · 

Made at Old Genesee 
Buildings, President of 
Company Announces 

On Opposed Slates 
By .JOSEPH R. MALONE I 

Louis A. Wehle, denied a RNorm Democrats' designa- \ 
lion for delegate to the Democratic state convention by 

Activity at the old Genesee provisions of the state election Jaw, accepted the fac tion's I 
~~~';h~~~o~~mt~~n~1 i~1~1~t t;~~g n~~~ designation yesterday for alternate delegate. 
P latt Slreet, reflects the opti mism By accepting designation as al- 1 

'--------- • 

ot a g roup or Rochester m en who terna te de lega te, Wehlc was able Designated bn Jtily 29 as can· 
~~:,ed ~~~,.modi fi cation of the Vol- to fulfill his des ire to be on both dictate for delega te by th e or· 

The sound of ltommer and saw the Reform Democrats and the ganization forces led by County 
and riveting machi nes is awal<en- organization ticke ts. He is•• can- Chairman Roy F . Bush, Weh le 
in g echoes of days long since past didate for delegate .to the con- ann ounced last Saturday th at h e 
in th e old brewery, ........ h ich is soon I vention on the organization slate, wa s prepa red to accept also a 
to lake on a new lease of life, ac- i and his status there is in no way Refor m Democrats' designation 
cording to t he p romoters of a n ew affected by the n ew designation. for th e same office. Francis J. 
co~operation, who prl:'dict ''beer wi ll A certificate naming him to D'Amanda, Reform Democrats' 
be bac k next sprin g." the Reform slate was filed with campaign mana ger, a t me same I 

Louis A. W ehl e, president of the the cou nty Board of Elections lime said \Ve hle would be desig. 
co mpany which h as acquired the 
old brewery, 'once fa mous for its . shorlly befor e 5 o'clock by Paul nale<~ to fill a va ca ncy created 
Liebotschaner beer. made t he pre- E. McN amara, his · attorney. for the purpose. Ri chard A. 
diction that · the· November elec- \ .Yehle was in New York yester- \Vade, a Reform Democrats' vice 
lion will open t h · way for m anu - day, but his son , ,John· L. Wehle, chairman, d eclined as delega te in 

• facture and distribution, in a legi~ said the e lder ' Yehle had fi1ll l ord er to create the vaca ncy. 
limalc way, of beer a nd nle and knowledge of the move and had Th e Board of E lections an-

. ~:~llaS:;I~1~~~:s~r~~:: . wildcat brewer· given his approval. nounccd Monday however that 
Adopt Old Nnmn Wchlc was designat ed for a!- provisions of the law made it 

The new company, wh ich h as ternalc delegate, 3rd Assemb ly imposs ible for Weltle to be 
1 adopted the old brewing com pa ny's District, in place of H elen L. designa ted for the same office 

name, has a force o[ more than 50 Volke, 3373 Chili Ave., who was on the two opposed s lates. The 
men repairing the old building. designated hy th e Reform Dem- Reform Democrats thereupon 
preparing a new off ice an d joi n- ocrats ori ginally an d who de- dropped the original plan and 
ing logcth e r the g r eat ring;; of clined to run. the substitute move for 'V ehle'S 
steel which surround th e huge I dr.signa lion a; altcrtl ,'te delego •_e 

1 · 1 · 1 1 E lec tion Commi :;;~ i oncr Rubert. '"" " ·· 
tanlts . en.ch of w li C l ls c.apa > e W . Smith sa id \Ye hle's new dCs- was evolved. I 
of holding- 700 barre ls of beer. The 1 The ~t ate conve nlt'on \Vt'll be I capac ily of lh e plant. when it i.'5 ignation was in con(or mnnce with • 

1 finis hed and ready for operation , election law provisions. 1lclcl in New York on Sept. 21·22. 
Mr. \ :Yehle Sfl id loday, will be 100.- 'Yehle in announcing acceptance 
000 barre ls of beer o. year. of a R eform Democrats designa. 

A modern bollling plnn t is lo !Je lion said he wis hed to b e in a 
const1 ucted cos ling $100,000 1n posttt on of fn endhn ess to bot h I 
round f1gUI c~ . The btuldmg w11l '1'1 us t Con1pnny · \Vlllwm McC?f- ~ factions In melhate l hci r cli f· 
be of concrete and steel and two .fc ry, piCSJdcn t o l the Lmcol n 1\a· !erences whe n th e proper lunc 
stories in hcJghl. Contracts have !llona l Bank in S:, Jacusr. ~nd J\Jno aLn vcd H e pm nted out a lso that 
been Jet, M.r \Vehle said today, ! G eiSe l' New YOI k capitalist :Mr l I t.l R f D t I 

I for equipment for the plant. wh 1ch 'Flelc hcr 1s treasu re ,· of the com- lC am lC corm cmocra s 
have the sa me obi ectt ves in want· I 

rc~;se~;:h l :nw~~lllt:rm~~·l y$3~~·~~~~ ;: pan), '.ro Reconstruct P lant Jllg t he nom!llal!Oil of Fnfnk llll 
1 in tendcnt of the Gen esee Brewery. i Pl a ns ca ll fo r th e on lire recon· D. Rooscvc ll Jr, for gove rn or 

I 
He wa}; g"ra.dualcd from thr. Nat· ; slruct.ion of the old brewing ~lanl and the ouslmg of Bush as coun­
ionn l Brev.•crR Academy of New , ~·Iany of the old employes will be 1 ty chan·man . 
Yor lt Cily nnrl in 1017 qu i t. lh e : r e-en gagr.d, Mr. \ :Vehlc said , "fo v.·anr. ba lked by lhc law in 
brewing" hu~in c~s a nd wen t t.o Bnf· · insur~ the Jlltblli c thf! ~ ::t m c J:ood. hi s proposed s tcrHicc in \ Vell le's 

: faJo, where h e cngn.gcd. in. thr. .·

1 

rp.1nli ly . .)[ hcer. ." Tl~'! ('q llipmen t beh:il f, w;n; redc!'ignntcd for dele· 
ch ai n g-roc~ ry a nd lw lon g busmca:s. to ~r. l n ~ l :, llr>d wlll 111 5 \II' C ;~ r~ · gnl r, 3rrl Di str ic t, in a nother cer­
Sc v(' n years ln tcr he ~old out •. rc- ipnr.Ji y of ~:)11 h n rrrl ~'> of ~~,l~hNl , fific a1c fil ed with the e lec tions ' 
turnc'l to Hoch r.sle r a nd organt~ed :p ro cl ucl. :\·r.ry .. , J2 houl'~. Mr. ~ board ycs lerd ay. 
th e \-Yehle Bak ing Compa ny, w1lh YV P. hl c ~'>•tid. 'J he copper k etl.l P · 
w hich he i!"i stil l id entif ied in nn ·w h ir.h wi ll hold the conten ts of 
executive capacity. \ 3:i0 bniTcls w ill be the la r gm;t in 
A~:.ociated with him in th e Gene· 

1 
t he cily. Th e ca. p~c ily o l th e ke l· 

see B r ewing Company are Este n I! tie !o rnH~rl~· \1 :' ('(1 :1 .t the plant w :-t!': 

A. F le tche r, past im perial poten- · 250 banel r. . The hittli ng plan t 
tale of the S h ri n e; J ohn A. Mur- \·\ill h:nc a r. ap:t<:ily of 172,800 Jlinl I 
ray, vicepres ld enl of t he Central bo lllf>~ eve ry 2·1 h ou r~ . . 





1Ecft~-;-Red Doc Feature Field Trials 
--·-·--

SCOT HUNTER 1 

Vv ehl~ __ ~211 porta tio~1 Scores 
····i 

OUTSTANDING 
IN WARM DAY 
County Contests 

Attract Dog 
Fanciers 

j J lng- ''l11hn ~ ia ~b; f rll HI all 
1 \\'il)ks n[ \if I' llll' ll!' d n11L in 

I 
fo rce In ~rrcL t he fi r!'!. e,·rnts 
of the Monrflc C'mmty Dog 
'J'r i:lls at l.hc Wr}Jlc l":tl ' tn :r c~ ­
tcrdny. '!'he wca riH•r, altholll-('h 

r:dcnl from thr. spcctntor 1wint 
of ,-icw, pro•cd a srvrre hnmJ i. 
c:1p to t.hc do f! .<: . Dry CO \"I'I'IR 

h r ld 1l111 bird srr nt. p unrl y .11Hl 
intt~ ns<' IH•at flll'r'l' d f' \·r ry dllJ! 
f () do irs u lu1ns t In lnt·;d r. lh t• 
ucwly-relt•aNr c\ pheas:1u t ~. J 

Jn spHc of \ hr nrlv c rse hunting I 
condition!'!, n o ! A. bh· p<•rfornwncc:J 
were t u rned in. P:tl'tl<:uln r mrn­
tl on mU!!l br m nlic of th r. bch:\\'lo t· 
nnd work o! E cho, the livrr-:md'­
v,.h!tc po in te r b llr h \rninr rt In anti 
Imported from F:coll:\1\d by L o ui.!' 
Wehlc, who h im ~rl f hn ndlr d th~ 

l
ll.nlrna l In the Monrol' Co unty 
Shooli n~; Dog- Slaltc, whi ch wa.., 
C\' t n l number one on th e r z·o;::- ram. 

E cho ranf:'l' rl widdy bu t wn~ un­
der con trol o! her hnncll c r at a ll 

!

limes. Four birdf! were pnin t~d 
nml he ld sbunch l)· In t h'l lwat. 
which wnfl r n n u J: h In h ri nJ:: a. 1 '011 ~­

ln.r:' r ound of n~nb.ns r. from th e ::a]. 

, ~~~~i~; ~~'.'d j11, 1~Y b l~·~c;;~h\~,n h~~~;; ~ n~1;1~ 
wl1i \e English selle r ownr d hy C. 

I D e ·M:~ · • won lhc r unner up brrth 
for his nb!l!ty to lmnt :~nrl hold. 

OWll <' r L olli!; 
W <'hle rai ;w tl lir:. t hnn or s ycs: tcril ay i11 the Shvotin g Do~ 
S ta lH· in the Fiel d Trial Cl ub' s s:h owtl nt \~' P h lc l' ':m u. Eco tt s­
, ·ilt<' Rracl. ""Ccho .. hclcl fotn· r.oint~ s !ol\1n chh· i11 J1i :: ,._.f'llt 

at Wehle 

Farm 

1 W ehle Chosen Speaker 
2nd Annual Meeting 
Walershcd Ass'n 

Lollis A.:.... Wt'hlc .. t:.'ommis $- iunc r o f 
- lh~ York State Co nscn· a lion 

t>c parlm cnl , wi ll spc :zk nl lh t> S l?c ­
ond Annu:1 ! Meeting of the Upper 
Su:::quelwnna Watershed Associati on 

· ori Se pt. 28, i t \\t :ts announced today 
; 'by L ('it:ll St. John of Bing hamlott, 

1\mma l fl l t•l'li n.c Connnil te c. Ch:zi r-

I il l r. Wd th · \\ ill h · prmt' iJ •·ll ~ I " i'k 
( •f' 0 11 the ptog r;nn h ip: h !ighti n1: a 

I ye:1r '!' po r r,t c~~ o r th e I i -C(l ll ll l ,\' Tl;l ­

' t:1o1l r t:~ < •ll l< ~·-- •·•' : • · :o • i· • q:· ::·:~. I Sd1c du !erl to be held in D rno mc 
Com J!.1· tl zi :-: ,vt' OI I', !111.· An n w1 l l\k\•1 · 

~ ~~~ ~ wrizlt:d 0 :::·. ~:~ l:l~;::·tt:~·;1r ~-~~~,~~;~J:n~;::-
17ens fr o m :z -t,flr;n ~q u an: mil e area. 
i Thc \\' :zt cr~lu ·d inc·!urlcS th e Cou n­
] t ics f)f Broome. t:h cn :z ngo , Cortl a nd , 

Ot != C'.{lo ;:md Ti Qg:l and p:1r ls o f 12 

( (l llu' •!' i 11 Nl' \\' Yo rk :zml r t• zlll sy l-

j \': 1 '11~ ~::: n u "l in1: will :11 :-: (l p !'C'rt\INC a 

\

Ill'\\' n •h>r :> li ll l' \ ;Ilk 1\!U !(\\ :il in l! l' t1 11-

~l' l ;· a ti \> 11 prnbh-m !' i!1 lh\ ~ :1 rea nnd 
ll n· t' (HIJWI':11i \" e t'ffor \s o f lnl·;ll peo-

1 p ll' to im prn n : the ir ~nil. \': atcr . for­

\t·!.- 1 <lll d_ \\"i ltl li f•· rl'l'fl\ ll'l' l'!' , :l:l'(>Jd ill /! 
to ]);t\"ld (f , Un): \'r t' f N11rw n·h. liS· 

\',' :\ c X" t·tt l i, ·t· scnd;zry. 
T h o• 1111 ••\i tt :: will \w 1l]'t' ll I" tin• 

p uhl h-. 

I-: r w l' it•r (· h a h m "n of t h r ~! :tl " 
[lr nl"t' !:> (i o· f in :I Ut' <' .- om m i tl~' r ,,, ,. 
l.ou;~ A , \\ 'r h tr , dl :~:Jm:~ n "r th " 
"( ' ~ ' d "! \hi' c:cnr <l'<' .R t 1' \ \ in~ 
C'<1ftl J""nl·, '1 !HI .10.•"/'h f':. :::. 11\r : ­

<i ri rt . f t•l "'" • t·i ' ,l· ''"Ill" dm ~.,. '" · 
'" " 11 11 1: t • l':.•t t r: F 1tl.p :1 1· 1r h . 
• , ., ,,. l' r"""' •a l l" r 11~h r• 1 · • n T he 
'""<I ll ' ' ' '"" 1• 1,><1111: JIIM ' II / " r 
fn t m rr (: ,., H rd>r r t H Lehma n·~ 

·rn1 ' ": 1,1! .- ~!!1)> ."\l ;:: r , 



ROCHESTER TT\fES-lJNTOK, TUESDAY EVEKT~G, J CLY :10. 10411 

BUFFALO AREA SEEN SITE 
OF NEW HORSE RALCE TRACI( 

Ashl ey T. Cole, chairman o( th e 
S late Rilcing- Cbmmission, sta"te cl 
that the racing pU blic of Western 

T t t 
0 New Y ork and continguous areas ranspor a -gO}} I c>.n l>e e.s.:suv•d of the ' b est type o f 

' jl_ ' IJ·acing Ul\lier t h<> spOnsorship O[ i 
the new racing association. N um- ' 

P I • F hi b ered a moel g its n1cmhrrs arc: ! 

-o p tt a t1 o 11 avo ra e; 1 :~~~~~~:~::~e~~~~~u~~~~~1~;.i~c;. . 
C • M • D I j :Midland corp., and directD:r .. and ; 

l~y en ]"11 ea !'I t.h a irman O( !.he boa r rl of Marine ! 
Jl •r t usl Co.: P::\111 A. S.cho~llkoof. 

Niag·ara. F alls. ch?.ir;:na.n of the 
A one-mile racing ;;trip, long the dream of hors·e fan- ' hoard of Buffa lo Niagar" Electr ic 

· · W Corp., and president of Niagara 
Ciers m estern New Yo.rk, appeared to be a '47 possibili ty FaiLs Power Company ; Henry w 1 
or later here today with the announcement from the New Wendt; Buffalo, chaum'n of the 'l 
York State Racing Commission that it has approved the , Board of the Buff,lio Forge Co; 
certificate of incorporation of the Western New York Rae- Loui s A . Wr, ~I e. Roch e;>le r, chair- ~ 
ing Association Inc. . . . . . : m~n of the B oard of ~·~e Gen_e;,e" 

· . . · establishments m the Un1ted States Btev;mg Co. Inc., Thom,,, N. N,<o.e, J 
The approval followed ~he fdmg :l and lriexic.?. Rochester, president and director ' 

hy t he n ewly formed rar.mf? asso- 1 The new venture will h ave a of Whitin g Buick Inc.; Frederick 
ciation 'vith · -the co~nn:isston of[ definite Rochester background a s ]If. T O'bin, Rochester. president and j 
elaborate plans for a modern rae- ~ ~ the new aSBocintion boa.sts as char- di rector of Tobin Packing Co. I nc. ; I 
ing plant, designed by John .~!ban, , ter members Louis ·wehle, Thomas Donald A. Dailey, Rochest~r, direc- , 
New York arc htt~ct aod d.es1gne:· i Nagle, F rederick Tobin and Donald tor and member of executrv.~ com­
of some ot the foremost· riicing

1 
Dailey: . mittee of G enesee Valley T rust Co.; 

D r . Han·~· C. Guess, Buff !liD, p hj·- ~ 
sidan an d mernbe1· of the facully, ; 
Medical School o f lh2 University of ~ 

B uffalo, and VVil\ inm E . Kre in er ! 
III, Buffaio . ()( Willi~lm E. l<rcincr 1 

and Sons Inc. 
The Commis32o:·." :! n PJ.H o\'al im - 1 

racdiately s t. a:· ~t.· ll a w av~.~ of: 
rumors a s to t!1~ r.os~ibie site)· ofj. 
the one-mile stt_- 1:-• -.,·hi_~.:l~ will also 
boast a onc-m::•] ~tam1ng track. 
~tables and st.lur!s of fireproof 
cr.nstruction. to;..:·._Ulcr· wi th large I 
autonlobilc nn d b~s park ing areas 
p !us adequa te J c;ilroall fal'ilities. 1 

InBicatioil.s \\'C':'e ·.oday t hat t.hc 
~ ire would' he in r:ht! Buffa lo arc.>:a. 1 

1·u led n1ore fa·•o~·ah!p because of 1 
its bigger popula~;Ol\ ;\IJd its n1orc ; 
\"aried tran::lpOL' ~. 3.l~or. fac ilities. 1' 

The appro,·a J ,·roue .; lhr a ppli<:a- . 
t ion of the Bu(faio Thoroughbred : 
Horse Racing Associa tion which I 
had hoped to con,truc t a $2,000,000 : 
piant on the 600-ucre Bit & Spur ! 
Riding Club site at V/i!!iamsvllle. 
Its application was fi led with the 
State Commissi ·Jn n :ccn tly. ' 



GOVERNOR /I.T THE SPA-In S~trntog~t Springs 
for n mee ting of the Saratogll. Springs Aut.hority, 
Governor Jln.rrlm&n, second front right, l'lslts 
with Robert Roberts, lett. chairman of t he Spa. 

Commission; LouJs A. 'lntele, State Conservn­
tlon Corum1ssloncr, n iHl J. 1\L Cnvann.ngh, right, n. 
member of the Authorit-y a.nd rnnnn.glng editor of 
Tho Snratoglnn. (Saratoglan Pohto). 

JOliN L. WEIILE 
--+---- -

John L Wehle I the Rochester Club, Genesee Valley 

I 
anti Oak Hill Coun' ty Clubs, and 
has been active in all community 
finnncial drive~ . 

Elected to Board Marri ed and father of two chil-
1 drcn. he Ji ves at the \Yehle Farm in I Scollsville Rd. 

Of Valley Trust/ 
I J ohn L. Wehle, president of the 
~Genesee Brewing Company, yester-

1 

day was elected to thte Boned of Di· . 
rectors of the Genesee Valley Trust 

/

Compa ny. . 1 

We hie, who is 32, allended Yale / 
Universil.y for one • ycn.r and the 

!University of Rochester for two 

l
ycai·s, w_here he was a member o( 
Psi Upsilon Fralcrnit y. He ~erved 
for 11 year in the 209!h Di vision and 
then became genera l manager of the 
brewing comp:wy's w<lrtimc distillery 
plant, making commercial nicohol l 
for use in smokeless powder and 
synthetic rubber. 

Subsequently, he was elected i 
treasu rer of the Genesee Brewing 
Compa ny and on July 16, 1945, was. 
m<lde preside nt. He is a member of 
the Airport Zoning Board and the 
Monroe County Planning Board . be· 

/ long'\ to the Ch~mhcr of Commerce, 

UuHalo Hackel's 
At Atlantic City 

ATLANTIC CITY RACETRACK, 
Pleasantvi ll e, N. J., July 31.­
Louis Wehle, Donald Dailey and 
Charles Maltby, bael .ers of lhe 
new track to be built near Bu (­
falo, N. Y., loured the Atlantic 
City racetrack witll John Sloan, 
famed racetrack architect, who de· 
signed this plant. Sloa n also will 
draw plans for the new course. 
In th e pa rty also was Sla te Sena­
tor Joseph J. Dunniga n of N~w 
York, who legislative bill made 
possible pari-mutuel belling there. 



BREWER ENTERTAINS SUP REME COURT .JUSTICE-Louis A. Wellle, chairman of 
the board of the Genesee Brewing Co. , Roche~tcr, N . Y.,,Jvas host last month aboard his 
diesel-powcre1l cabin uuisc.-, "Jenny Ill ," to U. S. Supreme Court Justice Robert H. 
Jackson. Justice Jackson, who served as chief prosecu tor at the Germa n War Crimes 
Trials at Nuremberg, was interviewed a t the Rochester Yacht Club by reporters but 
declined to comment on the "inside story" of the Roosevelt appointments to the Su­
preme Court and other disclosures m ade by Harold L. Ickes, former cabinet member, 
in a recent set·ics of mag;ui ne articles. Pictured aboard Mr. ·w chlc's cruisc1· for a holi­
day fishing cruise, were (ldt to t·ight) Frederick M . Tobin, Thomas Nagle, l'o.~tmaster 
Donald A. Dailey, Justice Jackson, and Mr. 'Vehle. Standing in the rear is Aage Feld­
thausen, the vessel 's captain. 

Sau you saw it in MoDERN BREWERY A GE 

flu, .' 1 cr 1-fl 



Wc~nesday, Oct. 3, 1951 

!For Senate 
Louis A. Wchle of Rochester 

been mentioned as a possible 
cratic candidate for U. S. se nator 
next yea r, but the hint came from 
the Republican side. 

GOP State C hairman Willi am L 
Pfeiffer said in Was hington he ex­
pects the Democrats to · pick an up· 
3tate ca ndidate to run aga imt Sena tor 
·lrying M. Ivcs, a Rcpubiic.\n . Then, 
,according to The Times-Union Wash­
;ingt.on Bur.eau, he named as possible 
;candidates \Vehle, · chairm an of the 

lbo. ard of Genesee Brewing Company; 
Mayor Erastus Corning of Albany 

:and Democratic State Chairman Paul 
jc. Fitzpatrick of Buf[alo. . . 

WEHLE could not be reached to­
da'y for c:onunc nt OIY Pfc iffe (:;; sug~ 
gestion. He is expected to retu rn 
Friday after a trip to Texas. · 

Pfci([cr reasoned that the Demo­
crat3 would pick an upstate ca ndidate 
bcc,ausc Senator Herbert H . Lehma n 
coptcs from the New York City area. 
Asked whether lves wou ld be a ca ndi' 
date for re-elec tion on the GOP 
ticket, Pfeiffer replied : 
- l expect 111m . l~J run . again. 
know nothing to !he contrary. I am 
acting orl that assumption. However 
l think it is up to the senator to mak ~ 

is own announcement. ,• 

Entre Nous 
They L"nched At the White 

House. 
Awaits Poet's Dinner 
Tea Party For a Friend. 

FILLED WITH ENTHU· 
SIASM FOR, and an ecdotes 
about the recent Inaugural 
ceremonies are many Roches· 
teri ans privileged to allend that 
palional history··making event. 
P ar ticularly honored~ ~.owcvcr, 
were J\•lr. and Mrs. Louis A. 
·Wehle oi Pelham Ro ad; Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald A. Dailey of Can­
terbury Road and Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas N. Nagle Jf Webster, 
who have just returned fro m 
Washington where !hey not only 
nllcnclcd th e Inau gu ration but 
were the guests of the P res ident 
and MrF. Hoo~rve lt at a luncheon 
at the White Ho u>e. 

l rottul'.o;; \\"I ll g f-' t WllllE'r t ri\ 11 1111~ \\'()rh: ou1s on t t1is dii'l ' hack 
''"'"'""·led f<>r \l'l'hlc !"· C:lca!T Br<> ikrs" .1f \\",·sl Palm Jle~ch. 

ltU t l\'lKt', t-'JIU I V;• 

·T en-sta ll s tahl r fm Louis A. \VcJ,J,:, lro ll <·rs. A 1esidciwe 
a 111l :.Ipar lr li <' III S :tre ;~ lsu lH:! ill~ £..'OJl s lr\ld(•d n l tllis s ite. 

Louis 
H·ome, 

Wehle 
Track 

C . on.structtng 
for Trotters 

On the east s hore or the North I th.e river a nd t he s tabl es a ~1,ct apart . 
Fork just north uJ: the te rmin u s ments cJ•recll y be lund 1t. 1 he res1. 
of 13rilt He!., Loui s A. WehJe, denc9 wil l be s im p le and spac.ious, i 
chai r man uf tile bo8rd o r the w i t h large Ji ving r oom. double 

bed room , double bnth and J.;.i t c..:hcn. 
Genesee Brewing Compa ny , Hoc h · John Birdsa ll o[ 'Vest Pal,rn Beach 
ester, N. Y., is go in g to town w ith is contractor . E lmer Wright of 
major · improvem ents on til e 27 0 Stua r t, a b r othe r or K en Wrigilt, 
acre Paul K e lley g rove which ll c the tropica l flst1 . man , is building 
bought three years ago. the 10 unit stnbl c :11 ~d four -unit 

Welil c , who is n ow in. New <lp:1r t mcllt~. Estirn;1 ted cos t o ( the 
Yorl~ bul w ill r eturn 11erc around improvenwnts is ;.JrouJH.I $ 150,000. 
July 1, is building a wi nter home J ulm Wuggon , Gene~ce distrib · 
<lJlCl creating a winter trainin ~_; ulur fur l/Jis a rt'~l . who a lso sune.· · 
quarter fur t1is "trotter~. A iwH . vises ·lhc la r ge ora nge, grapefruit 

I 
mile d irl tracl\ lias been complct. and Ha tte n man go groves , said 
ed by Cleary B r others or \V est \Vclll c intends to stock q unit and 
P;J\rn Uench , wlli(' ll fir1n al ~o t:Oil · otlicr g~11nc on tllC' p i ~Jce. Jn the 

• strudecl a la r t:c y t~ <'hl has m . t'tJlli"St' IJI til l ' \11\PI"tJVl'lllC't l t, three 
1 'f't1e res:tleJH:e. sLllJies and iltlilt"t · nrtifil.: i;li l i d\L'S l litVI ' been cun· 

I 
m cnh rot· guests Httd IJ c lp are lJl' :-;trul'll'd \'. llu· h Wi ll l)e stoclted 
in;{ hnilt wi lil lilt: llQ/l1(> racill!-~ with iisll. 



Easy Living 
It Can Ruin Trout 

And Pheasants, Too 
llr ROJJEllT C. RUAllK 

ca n lrcl{' k :1 moral to il~ lair \\Jth 
the deadly inten sit.v or that F r e nch fly 
con ,,·ho was a lways l'lH~o~in~ Je::tn VJ l­
,i ean •and wholie name J t<~n never re­
me mber and refuse lo look upJ rtnd I 
just nailed a mnr<ll. 

Talk ahout serm on.'> in st ones; I J:" ot 
Ollf' in trout and 11h casants. 

There was <1 p i i'I 'C ;1 whilr> hr~d.; ;!lwul 
no r mally migratory W<ll crfowl liking 
their p;:unpcred whcrcaboHlf so w f li 
!hey r efu sed Lo m igrate. but just sat 
IIH're on th eir big f;l{ ("nmplai)o:<JIICC . 

Now l sec whe r e the Nc\\' York ~late 
con!'iervation chief, Loui s Wchlc, has go t 
to start a progra.m [0 ~nial< ci' the fish <~.l>tc 
to swi m without complaining-and dying 
-and he's twin,g to ha\'C l.o rclct1ch his 
artificially raised pheasants how tO rc-c~ 
ognize a ha wk. 

Friend Wehle says the eight milli on 
trout h r rni1;cs for r e lc:tse have got so 
soft frOlJl llle easy living in hatchery 
waters th at you could only call them 
dctadent. They flop arou nd in the hatch­
ery in ;1bnormally pumpcrcd circum­
stance~. l-iD that when they t~rc released 

I inln natural waters the re is n·t cnou ~ h 
oxygen (or thenr. And th ey have bef'n 
dependent nu the welfa re sta t e lon,J:' 
enoug h they really don 't know about 
hu gs and fro~s and larvar:. So th ey die. 
The conservation man says th::!.t 60 pel" 
cent survival is exceptional. The at hers 
jus t bc-Jly~liP and quit. 

He sa.r~ 1\ (' has the same trouble with 
Ill€' ar tifi c iall y reared phrasant)i . which 
h e is supposed t.o rc lpase lo a life in the 
r ilW. IL j;c;: no ! 1h p eager hu ntc1· who 
wa llops t he poor phcasanl. They h<n--e 
been so accustomed to handouts that 
U1ey don't know a hawk from a k insman . 
They don'l k now a fox {rom a weasel, 
a fox from a fir·~. They don"l even know 
where to look iol' food and water. 
They're so dumb they don 't evco know 
brush was made to hide in. 

So Mr. Wehle got himself an appropri~ 
alion to toughen up the trout and steel 
the p heasant to the exigenCies of mod­
e rn Jiving, and he wi ll skipper a t raining 
school for trout. and a life~is- carncs t­
lir"c-is-rca l sc hoo l for pheasant. He \\"ants 
t o it ire some exc han ge pr ofessors. so 1 o 
SIH'ak, from Ute wi ld hirds. to teach the 
n e\'-'"-llalc hcd b irds lh~ cliffcnnce he· 
t ween flo wers and bees before they are 
Jet Joosc on their own. 

1 do n"t believe he is going to be 
suct:essful. . 

We h ave tr ied th r. :~;;un r. cl nd;:-1'. ahroa d, 
]ike say wi th the French , and th e~' don 't, 
zeem to want to learn aboul hawks and 
cover. 

i\·Ian. bird and beast. born on his own 
and reared t he hard w<~y, learn s the 
,- ~l u e of protective re -
prisa l a nd protec ti ve 
coloratio n . of adapti\~ 
t ion to the forces and 
conditions around him. 

'I:'EMOCRAT AND CHRONICLE ! 
1 R ROchester, N. Y. 
Wednesday, August 29, 1951 

- Ac'"r. Trlr{llrnla 

WILY WEHLE--Louis Wehle had only a coy " no comment" 
for St uart Dunham, Gannett News Service Washi ngton reporter, 
after talking with l'resident Truman at While House ycslerdaJ'· ! 

W ehle Cheerful---but Silent .. ::.; 

After Visit with President 
Washington-(GNS)-Louis /\. Wehl e, Rochester brewer and 1 

prominent Democrat, was cheerful but uncommunicative yester- . 
day after a brief meeting with President Trum an. 

As Wehlc emerged from the White House, a report er asked. 
him for comment on the confer-.·-~ 
ence, 

"I don't •think I'd better say any-
thing," WehJe replied with a ~p1ile. 

A reporter then asked if hiS talk 
with the President had any C"cinnec-

[

t ion with ruruors that Wehle ·might 
succcell P;iUJ E. Fitzpa trick as cha ir­
man of i~~ · l":lew York State Demo­
cratic ·comriiittcc. 

W~hl~·.: hes it~i ed Rnd then said: j'I 
don'otr: thin~ : I'd. better say a word . 
Put me hl~pwn for . no comment. 
You'd be tCr say it was a purely 

.sociRl Yifilt.'1 

Later;· <thf:·, White H ouse press of­
fice said tht visit had been arranged 
by the DCmocralic Nation:tl Com­
mittee but declined to give- · any fur-
ther Uctail. · 

\Vehle is chairmRn o( the baud 
o[ the Genesee Brewing Company 
Inc., Roches ter. ln · hi !'! visit to the 
President , he was accompan ied by 
former Representative George B. 
Kelly or Rochester. 

We have been trying to 
tcilch our <lilies th is 
knack . I. h r o u g h lhe 
~pending of money, and 
have gollen largely no­
where. 

You cannot rea lly 

T here is a great deal 
to be sa ill agt~inst the 
s ubs id ization of a n y 
form of human or ani­
mal life, because it 
gels Cat and \:t1.y . 

supervise and coach int e lli ~cncc, whcth~ 
er you're worl<i ng wit h a pheasant or a 
m an, a fis h or an a ll .\' . Jntelligence, and 
the inst inct for llrco;crvatlon, cR n't he 
bm1ghl. It. is llai nrully acctuircd and 
exercised only after bitlcr eXIJerienee. 
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GOOD HOUSEKEEPING, SAYS COMMISSIONER- After a tour of the Prendergast Point State Fish 
Hatchery, Conservation Commissione r Louis -A. Wehle (ce nter with cap) pauses while his grandson, Teddy, 
puts on his gloves to ward off ChautaUqUa'S d'I[Tfy wfnds···which greeted Wehle on his Friday mornin"g 
inspection tour of Chautauqua Lake. Members of the accompanying party include (left to rig ht) J. M. 
Newhouse, Gilbert Bucklin, Deputy Commissioner Steve Onesko, AI Bottini, Albert Harrison, Teddy, 
Commissioner Wehle and John Wehle. (Sun Photo by lsaac~on) 
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!Expanti3itHi of Spa Recreation Facilities Seen 
I 
!Following l!arriruan Visit llere Wednesday 

II _\ 1J or the r r...:rcalion fac ililics, 
including the pic nic ground~ . at 
t he New York Stale-ow ned Sara­
toga Spa ma y be considcr~bly cx­
JHLTH.lcd a fl l'r C:ovr·rn m· l Jan iman 
n.nd a g roup of ollic:i:ll:.; vi;;it lh " 
Sta te Reservation next W(' Ck. 

The Govern or, togclhr.r with two 
p:HJ< cx pc rl s from his tl<"!partmc nt, 
a nd Lou i:; J\, VV!•hl1•, sla.l<"! COIIS!' I'­
valiorl' co iilii\ IS?i iOftlH7 w ill mecl 
with Ro bert C. Roberts, chairnmn 
of the Snratoga Springs Comm is­
s ion, at Th e Spn. 'Vcdnc~tl:-~~·. Th ('y 
will be followi n g up on t h ~ Go\·­
ernor's recent 6Uf5gcslion that t he 
poS6ibility of enlarging lhc recrea­
tion areas be explored. The Gov-

1 

ern or met i n Saratoga Spri ngs 
with ll.H~ eommis~ion in Jun e j ui-it 

· before l eavi n g fox· hi~ E uropean 
tou r. 

lh c stale bud get for further a .:: tionj lie had 2,115 patrons. 'l'hc Spa In-
A.s an n.xamp lc of lh c popula r- forn1tltion Boulh in Saratoga 

it y of the Spa Authority, off-icials SpringG had about 1,500 visitors 
r ece ntly nnnou ncNI th at ovpr Sat- r~n!'l: ing- cl:lla on locrtl :-w cl o ut or 
'_'rrl:1y :1nd SIIIH I :~y, t111• WC' 4· I:!: nd uf lu\\'11 trnv1: l n.m l vrin1c cl m,q,tcri:ll 
.Ju ly 2:1 and 2·1, nr.•arly :..\7,UDU per·· rPg-a rdi n~ TlH! Spa and i ls Iacil­
tmn::. for a ll tm rt s of I he crJtlntry ili es. 
w;cd the buildin gs antl g-rounds. Sin ec the g-olf coumc waR open­
I n addition lo llli :-: , l.lu: l hn·c mi n- ed for i.hC Rr.:u~Dn in A pril and th e 
•• ra l \\al.o• t' l 1:tl l1 IHJI I ,·!':; \'.'1'1"(! 1' }:- .. . . • 

c 1·p lion a ll y hu~.r ·o.n ~al.urtlay. I sw un mmg poo l late 1n May, the 
The B ro;HI\\'ay Drink Hall had R ecreation Center had 18,776 pat-

4,87:) visit or~ . During t he ':-;amc ron6 u p to Aug. 1, with A pr il and 
two day:-: . Lh e lfall o ( Spring-s May being the h eaviest n1onlhs at 
p ! ~' Y l'd lln:; t. lo 3,:tn2 P 1 ~ :-so n~ w ho I the g-o lf co urse and t he month of 
cnt•:rctl l ha.t bui ld! ng- to h eat or-1 July at the pool. lt""'igu res s how that 

: g~~n concerl t-l, dnnk. carho1~n~cd last year dul"i ng July the Recr c­
; n•J •I,.ral waters an d new cxh ~lnts. alion Centl"'r h a d 8,506 visitors, 
Mu~r. popu lar \\'CJ:c. the f • ·,~t! r.':'pnng..:':! . ,while ·th is yeaJ' it had 11,183, an 

: ~;"~:~:~i,':Jx. were VJ :-i J lc~d h_y l4,7va increase o( z,on. . 
. l; eyr-;c 1• rarJ( with i ts ope n fi re- Las~ .year Uta Hall of Sprmgs 
',places, picnic 1a1Jh:s and play areas was :vu; Jt~d by 93,487 p~rsons from 

It Is bel ieved that aflt•J" Lhc - : th e lime It waG opened 111 J..1a y until 
faci li ties h ave h cc n thor( ughly acco un lcd for 11,437 dur ing lhe it closed for t he season in late 
studied by lh c group, the fir.d in gs l lwo day s. un.til July 31 sho.w an in crease of 
and r ccom m endnt ions will he: pre- Th e Spa Hecrcat ion Center .October, and n drniss ions this year 
sen ted to the Saratoga SJ •ri ngs swimrnlng- poo l, golf course, tenr.h3 ·neaTly 20 yercent over last yeaT's 
Comm iss ion a nd to th e din:c: or of I courls ;11111 oth e-r open ai r facili- figures. 
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Wehle onates 
Property to 
N.Y. for fishing 

Rochester, N. Y.- Louis A. Wehle's gift to the State 
of New York of $40,000 \vorth of property and several build­
ings to be 11sed as a. public fi shing, recreation site ami head­
quarters of the Conservation Department fac il!ties near 
Scotsville was praiseu by Governor Averell Ilnrnman. 1\-Ir. 
Wehlc is State Conserv<~ti;)ll Commi ssion er a nd chairman 
of the board of the Genesee Brewing Company, Inc., of 
Hochester. 

Governor Ha rriman's Jelter to 
Mr. Wellle said : 

"It is a wonderful thing that 
you and your company are do 
in g to I urn over such a I in ~ piece 
of land on the Genesee H1 ver to 
th e Slate !or the purposes of 
the ConservatiOn Department. 
You are already doing so rnu_c ~l 
!or New York Slate and its c ill­
zcns throu g h your vigorous ad· 

minis tration o! the Conserva­
li on De pa rtment, and yet, a.P· 
parenlly not · sa tisfi ed with tins, 
you a re n nw making this splen­
did gift to the S tate. 

"I unde rs tand that the Dircc· 
tor of the Budget has o!!icially 
approved r eceipt of the property 
by the S lat e and I only want to 
express to you tny per sonal and 
official appreciation of your gen· 

------------------~--~ 

erosily," he sa id . 
The pri ncipal build ing on the 

s ite was formerlv the Dumpling 
Hill r esta ura nt.· It will be re­
modeled to accommodate the 
central office of the 11-eounty 
Rochester-Buffalo conser va tion 
d is tric t, Wehle said. 

The land and buildings, worth 
an esti ma ted $40,000 a re on 
Scotl.sv ille road fi ve mil es sou th­
wes t o( the cit y Jinc in the Town 
of W hca li <liHI. A fronta ge of 
1,000 [I'Cl on tile ri v<'r. and park 
ing s pace !or a n es timated 300 
ear~ a re inc lud ed in th e prope rty, 
which was dona ted hy Wehl e and 
th e Genesee Brewing Co. Inc., 
\vllich he h eads as chnirrnan of 
th e board. 

VVorl,mcn unde r d irection of 
Haymond J)oercr, chief engineer 
o [ 1 he depar tme nt, will he gi n 
to r emodel th e former rest au· 
ra nt, a 100-by-30-foot two -story 
frame bu ild ing. 

Wehle said the work will be 
compl eted by lat e August. Pres­
ent offic<·s of I he W estern Dis­
trid Fis heries Of fi ce at 383 Main 
st ree t K and of th e Dist ri et Game 
Protec tor at lloom 513, T erminal 
Huild inr:, will th en be aha n· 
do ned. 

The new headquarters also will 
p rovjde s pace for other gam<' 
prrsonn el, a walr.r con trol la hora. 
Lory a nd a license office. Auto­
mobil es will be stored in a wing 
and boa ts on t he Jower story, 
which adjuts doc!< fa cilities. 

A wa lled promenade a nd fi sh· 
ing platform will be constructed 
a long the river fron tage !or the 
public's usc. 
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Conservalton (Juef Wuts 

Personal Tilt With Brush Fire 
Borrows Bulldozer, Calls Haugcrs 

Spedul to l.he Tlr r ald Tri hmu 

WATEH.TOWN, N. Y., Au~ . 6.--Stat.e Co ns~rvation Com­
missioner L<Juis A. Weh lc practiced what he preaches yester ­
day. While driving on Stony 
Point, he spotted a <'langerous 
br ush 1lrc, r eported it nnd 
took personal charge o! flre­
Jighting cfiorts. 

When local fi re companies. 
summoned by Mr. Wehle, 
found they did not have 
enough men, he t elephoned 
Albany a nd h ad a dozen state 
r angers sent f rom the Adiron­
dack Forest Preserve. Nor­
mally, they do not fi ght fires 
outside of state parks. 

Mr. ···wehle also organized 
volunteer fire- fighters and 
borrowed 1~ bulldozer from a 
near-by farmer to build fi re­
breaks. After four hours of 
work , tile Jlre was brought 
under control. It had burned 
out 100 acres o! Stony Point, 
a. peninsula in La~e Ontario. 

The commissioner had been 
driving to Inspect Ja.nd he 

· awns-on.&.ow Point. Lo•ris A. Wchle 

NEWBURGH, 1~ . Y. NEWS 

Governor Meets with Spa 

Authority, Tours Grounds 
Governor Harriman spent a busy two hours ln Saratoga. Springs 

!<>day, 
Sch cduletl for a hrieC meeting wtth the Sarnt<>ga Spring• Author­

Ity ' lor the imlllOSe of 11getting a cquainted," the Gov'ernor n.rrtved 
promptly n.t 11 a .m .• dri ving from (.he Bn.lls ton Airport where he1 

I landed In a state phl~I C. lie wa!'l a ccompanied by Frederick II. F&k'er, 

I 
tonner Authority member n.nd chairman of the Board of the l\Ietro .. 
pollt_n.n Life Insurance Co. 

Outs ide the a.dmlnls traUon build- tt!' ndcn t of the Saratoga. Rcserva­
ing at the Spa, he left the car long don. E xpressin g a desire to t ide 
enough to be greeted by Mayor around th e reserv alion, Mr . El­
Ma11ery and C. B . Elmore, .suj)erin- mora joined the parly, the Sara-

DUNIORI{, N. Y, 
GRAPE llELT 

c; rc. W. 2,73 1 

Bath Ilatchery 
FiJ·c Sends 'Y~hle 
lnto Fast Action 

.~ LB.\NY IUP l-Aeiiun is und ~r 
Hay {o in ~urc thnl the Con.:;r n ·a· 
t.lon Department' s 1956 · l957 fi sh 
st~cking prog: rrt 111 will nul he cur· J 
tail ed due to loss of I he Bath Fis h 

1

. 
lla tehrr)· b)· fir e Wednesda y. 

Com mi ss ioner ~~-"\.clll~ 

said none of th e current production 
of the hatchery-second largest in 
th e ~ t ate-was lost. T il e ris h <1n.• 

·reared in pon ds which were no·\ 
"damaged. 
. There was lost. however. about 
·a million and a hall " fry,'' fi sh 
of _less than an inch in len gth , 
whtch were halc hed this rear and 
would norm ally be tra ns ferred to 
the r ea nin g ponds as these becam e 
racant whe n th e larger fi sh arc 
dis tributed lo strcoms an rl lakes. 

\\'chic san he is confident a mil· 
lion and a half eggs ca n be pur­
cha sed withotit · delay from th e/1 

~'edc r al !"ish and Wild life Srrriec 
and priva-te hatcheries. Th ese will , 
be hatched in the .(lome hatcherv. ! 
and lhe res ulting fry reared in the 
undama ged Bath ponds. he said. 

j 
toga Spr ings Police escort wa5 
dism issed and the Gov.:-rnor apent 
an h ou r touring the Reservation. 
He 1ndicated much JnterMt and 

I 
en tered nearly· all ot the prin cipal 
buildings. 

R eturn in g to tho Admln l.s t rallon 
1 Building where the Authority 
· members had been In conference 
with Loul<J A. 'Vehl e, State Co n~ 

scr vation Commi&Sion, the Gover­
nor c reeted each m ember person­
ally and talked Informally w ith 
them beh ind closed doors. 

Following lunch eon at the GJd­
eon Pulnam he was .schedu led to 
le3Ve at 1 o'clock !or the ' "·estern 
part o! th_• _•_l_at_•_· __ _ 
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Step Lightly, Mr. Harriman 
Attorney General Jacob ] avits is conducting an official in­

~eltigftion into the charges of Edward H2n~a against L~~­
Wehle, conservation commis•ioner of the State of New York. 
Mr:-Ftinna, a member of the Central New Y or!C State Parks Com­
mission fro m Utica has been feuding fo r fo u r months with state 
officials over his charges the state 'park system I• "pl'agucd with 
irregularities, abuses of authority, illegal acts and crroi-s." 

The Utica man has sent a letter to W _eh le with copies going 
to Governor Harriman and Javits, char'ging the Commissione( 'with; 
"an apparent conflict of loyalty and duat interest• ' ' between 
your ~iffi'd.ll position as conscrv.:1tion conlmissioner and your pri· 
vate position. as cha irman and main stockholder of the Genesee 
Bre\o\·ing COrnpany .. . " 

Hanria ha! been trying s in ce: June to get an "unbiased, state· 
wide investig.atjort ~ f ·his charges concerning 11 irr~~ulafitlcs". in the 
parks administration, and has. ofTered tO resi g n · j 'f 'hi s· ChargeS eire 
not substa:ntiarcd . He detailed hi s charges before a special State 
ParksCorn'mi;sion rubcornmittcc June 7. Th-t sl!bcommitte<" afrer­
war,ls rep!Jrtcd to the Council and th e Governor that Hanna's 
ch~rges were ' 'irrcsp~nsibl~ and libelous." A report which Hanna 
claim, .wu a uwhitcwas~ .. " 

Among _the charges Hanna h as -brou ght arc: 

l . One man received a concession at eight parks without bid, 
dins ~nd- •dis alcoholic beverages ·dcspitc · contractual iiini-tatioh 
tO foOd and refreshments:. He also operates coin .Inachine.s. 

z. 'dolf pros at thr~e par'ks are paid as s~asonat laborer. ana 
.:eper:a.te: Ju'c:r.at.iVe golf equipm.ent !:teres, re!'lt caddy c:1rts a.!'ld pock~t 
all proceeds. 

3. Park . officials' relatives. and conassionaire's employees r~­
-~ide in reot-free, utilities ·pa id state buifdings . Receipts In some 
· con<Wion;.·are toSied in cigar boxes, although the st~te is supposed 
to take n percent. ' . 

Hanna's letter to Wehle charges the· Commissioner has ne­
gle;te'a'- ro i~sist on competitive bidding in awarding contracts; that 
liquor sales in the pa'rks violate "sound poli"~y and the basic pur­
pose of the parks! He sta ted that in one park Genesee Beer sells 
for 35 cents, although on private prop.erty nearby it sells for 25 
cents . 

It will be interesting to sec what dfect this f~tter has upon 
Governor Harri~an, regardless of the l;;v«stigaflon "A!ty:·, Goin .. 
Javirs is · st.U:ring. 'Commissioner Wchle is a deni6cii'2t an·d an ap­
pointee of Harriman, as 'is Hanna. ·One might · d 'raW' a parallel be­
tween his situatio-n in the N . Y. State governm~nt, and that of 
Sec. of Defense Wilson in the Eisenhower administration. 
. After Wilson was appointed by the President he resigned his 
positiona• h.,.d of the General M otors Corporation, but that did 
not satisfy the democratic senators ·who were sniping llt-:.the· n~w· ad­
mi.,iotration. They insiot<d he sell all G. M . stock b66r" they w'ould 
confirm the appointment. This Willsorr did , at great (inancial 
sacrific~ in order to serve his country. . 

How about Wehle? 1-lc stands accused of dual interest. He 
~ prcsid.ent and a la,rge .rockh older in • brewery which i• indi­
rectly doin~ business with the state. Gov. _Harriman ~~iter watch 
his "3tep on this one , for he has been making noises that sound 
much like tWolt of a man seeking the nomination for pr~id~_nt,. 

AUG 11 

W ehle Lists · 
Youth Plan 
500 Scouts to Learn 

Conwrvation 
ALBANY 1111- A program to 

educate youth to its responsi­
biliti es in the future management 
of natural resources was an­
nounced today by Louis A. 
)V:~hle. .• state conserva~ 
~f. · . 

A pilot plan will be run at the 
summ er camp of Rip Van Winkle 
scout council ncar East Jewett, 
Greene County, Wehle said. 
Under th e sup ervision of a Con­
servation Department counsellor, 
ahout 500 Boy Scouts will learn 
the fundamentals of forest, fi sh 
and game management by work­
ing on actual · projects in the 
field . 

The Scouts will be instructed 
in another phase of the program 
by local sportsmen's groups, who 
will leach th em the proper 
handling of fi rearms, archery 
and fly-tying, Wehle said. 

He said he is hopeful that the 
successfu l conclusion of the 
trial will result in conservation 
training becoming a reg u I a r 
feature of the Scout camp pro­
gram, and that ultimately it can 
be extended to other youth 
organizations. 

- ---

AUG 8 1955 

'Open /louse' 
At Wehle's 

Ever s.ince the Lap j § Q1,: 

~f _Wehle Farms, Scotts­
vile, took a house at Ca pe Vin­
cent on the St. Lawrence f~r 
the season their vacation home 
has been filled with visitors. 

Recent guests of the state 
conservation commissioner and 
h ls wife were State Comptroller 
Arthur Levitt, ·form er Mayor 
Joseph K e II y of Buffalo, 
Judge John Daly of Herk imer 
and Industrial Commissioner 
Isador Lubin and Mrs. Lubin 
ol Albany. They also have had 
as house guests, Junge Daniel 
Gutman and Mrs. Gutman ol 
AJbany. 1• 
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Gives Wehle 

! Pat on Back 
Gov. Harriman today gave Con­

·scrvation Commissioner 'f£oui"£t· 
W chle of Rochester a pa on e 
ll'!mrTOi'"llis activities in less than 
two weeks on the job . . 
· The goyernor said Wehle would 
g. to Riv~head, L.I., tonight and 
will be up tomorrow at 7 a.m. to 
go out with fishermen and drag 
the bays to study a scallop 
fungus. . 
I· "'J'hat's typical of Louis 

Wchle, if . you know him," the 
governor said. "He sent for 
his duck·shooting clothes to 
keep warm." 
Harriman said he had received 

a report lrom Wehlc, "a young 
65," dealing with the fungus prob: 
!em which is threatening the 
scallop industry . on the north 
shore of Long Island . Harriman 

,said Wehle wanted to go to the 
scene himself to determine what 
to do. 

• • 
THE GOVERNOR also revealed 

that Wehle had banned construc­
tion of $20,000 to $25,000 houses 
for junior employes of the Con­
servation Department. He Mid 
t~~ money sawd would be avail­
"""' for imrr.i'Qvlng the copserva­
tion program~ · 

Harriman pointed out that this 
is the first indication of the value 
of iooking over construction proj­
ects. Harriman froze new con­
tracts financed by the capital con· 
struction fund on Jan . 5. 

The governor ro.adc his remarks 
about Wchle at his press confer­
ence today. 

YHEASANT REPORT 
ASSAILS CHEATUM 

qn the doorstep of Dr. E. L. 
citeatum, director of the depart­
ment's Bureau of Fish and 
Game. 

It was Dr. Cheatum whom Mr. 
Wehle had blamed tor the pheas­
ant deaths shortly before the 

f 
Rochester brewer resigned. 

Wehle Aide Is Blamed or · According to the Mahoney re-

Birds' Deaths at State's 

Delmar Game Farm 

port, officials in charge of the 
game farm told Dr. Cheatum as 
early as July 11, 1955J t_hat \>irds 
werC<lyiilg of -bOtulism there-, 
ll\lt he did not order proper diag-

Sp~da.l to Tht N!w York Time,. , d,tOStlc tests of dead birds until 
ALBANY·, Sept. 11-Governor ;. Aug. 3. 

Harriman released today a r e- ~ _ .· · .Had the tests been taken when 
t bl m·na ne of former 1 -15otulisf!i was first suspected and 

por a 1 o . 0 . . 1 preventive procedures followed 
Stat.e Conservall~n CommiSSlOn~r I theJ;"eafter, the report declared, 
LoUis A . Wehle s chief large s I ~5\~e loss of pheasants in the 
for the death of thousanM of Wearing field on the Delmar game 
pheasants on a state game far~. J ifarnt would not have mounted 

The report came from Justm 1 :!to the reported 12 000 to 13 000 
~· :Mahon~y,. Deputy ?onserva· :~irds." 1 1 

bon Commtsstoner. The Governor .tw. Governor Harriman had no di· 
h ad asked h~m to. investigate the ;~ect comment on the Mahoney, 
~hcasant. Slluatton .. last Ju~e ;: ·eport. He merely transmitted if 
after ML \Vehl e restgned anud , - <l. .Mr. Wehle's successor, Corri· 
charl?'cs and co~nterchargcs. ~il't'tssloner Sharon J. :Mauhs w.fth 
. l\11. Mahoney s . report added .'}q);tructions "to take such e.d­

ltltie to the off1c1al knowledge ·winistrative steps as may bfi in­
conc~xmng _lhe state pheasant- : ;fncated 50 as to minimize the 
rearmg pro)ect that Mr. Wehle r-:11:lO'l:sibility of similar occurrences r::d lf~0~~~te:t. 0£a~;=~~~i~v;~~ '!lin· the future. " 
It was there tiHtt about 15,000 ----------~-~ 
pheasants died last yoor, SOI'll'e r c 0 s e t 1' n 's t 
from ·a disease caned botulism, . n ry 0 0 I 
.some from other causes. · S b • • p • 

The Deputy Commissioner said I u s c n p t I 0 n n c e 
he could not determine now · 
whether the birds transferred to · IS NOW $2,00 
the island from the depart- ~ 
m cnt's game farm in Delmar I C'on serHt•lion ('onllni!->sionC'r Loui:-: 
h ad been infected with botulism, A. \\"ehle announced toda,·~ 
and, if so, whether · they had 

1 
tiHU!'afb.JnP r)u4t! i~hPd by h.i::. Dl' P<~ ·rt­

p assed the disease on to the llllt'll l, tHe \rw \ ork S'rn.t e· ('on~rr­
~s~~~g ~~~ ~~t~~~tely, l'll:ade ~~ vati onist; was upped in price · as 

This inability, he reported, was I of -:\I a ~· .1 ~'l. 
caused by the fact that con· I' .:\nnmtl ~llh!-'c·.riplirl!J.<;: r crrtrr.d nf· 
servatian· department personnel tr t.!mt dn te, he f':.aid, wi-ll hr Rnld 
had failed to observe the project b." t he D C. J.J<\J1LmenL <11. $2 (until 
fully and keep . records of how , 
the pheasants were behaving. . l'hrn the. · pt ·:c~ i~ "' ' tler yrn r) hut 

Such observations were re· 1 a l':t l'!.!.'illtl Pl'l C'l' nf $!i for th rrr 
qulred by the United States Fish I .'·rars i~ hr ing· of·fprNI. Hr~t ·d<~ J :-:. 
anf Wildlife Service, which was I al o..:n \\111 !.!' <I Jl\111C' fnr 11l f'il' tlliHJ r.'·· 
financing three-quarters o! th~ ('ouHnr :-:~J OlH'J \\ cihlr atid (•! l. with 

St t A • I $47,748 pNgram. I rt!!h l 11 101 C' p.t!.!.P ~ nml H!Orf' an a e c Uires ~- Cheatum Is Criticized I \\Ill It •I ll ea t·h J''liO 

6 A f 
_However, M::r. Mahoney laid 1 1 ommen t JII:!. on t·IH·~e t"h :tH ~r~. 31 91 cres 0 ~ ·'tile blame for botulism de~ths at I c·o:llllii ''""IP I \\'e hl 0 hacl ~~~~.- in 

~ the Delmar game farm directly ._a, -

F t L d · ··t l hinl< !here i ~ a gcnentl :t.~rr"· ores an s He disclosed that 8,948 acr es 0 ll! elliL :llliOII,f! CI)Jl S P.\Ta'tioni ~t.s :n 

ALBANY, March 4 (AP) -The 
state has acqu ired or con tracted 
for the purchase of 37,916 acres of 
forest preserve land since last 
April 1, Gov. Harriman announced 
today. 

* * * DETAILS OF the land acquisi-
tion program will be contained in 
a reporl lo the governor that Con· 
servatio n Commissioner ,..,...~-':1~~ A_. 
Wehle will submit this week. 

1-f~i'rtfua.n said the increase was 
3,000 acres greater than the in­
c rease during the 12 ye3.rs from 
1942 to 1954. 

t~e new land was. a gift !ron~ 1 hi~ Sbtl<.' ·~ hat mir m;.t ·.~az•i ne ~cn-C':-: 
F m ch , Pryun & Co. of Glens Falls! a. us e-ful IHII "fHJ~C. and ihxl an in­

In colnmcnling on the gift. Hat·" c r ease in !the !'.U·bs<' r !.ption ratf's 
ri~t~n~~idf: d b C I . t hn . .: IH' l"ll lnl\:!.' fl\'CI'dll(' , 1 frrl 1h:1 t 
Wchlc :~a~rn\~l is yla~~mnl~~;~~:.s our JIUh l· i~· a :. ion s-ho uld not he n 
valuabl e both as scenery and for 't-:in-':1\\ :l y' prnpo~ ition, hu-t t'hat un 
watershed protection." lhl' ni'I 1Pr h :•nd i·l s•hould 11111 hp ' * * * p ricr·d IH•\' fi!HI tlH• ITiH'h nf ~Ju• 

THE OONSEltVATION depart- :tYrra~l' ;nan. · ,\1 1 gm·rr.nmP JH 
~cnt boug-ht acreage. only whcre . :t!.!l'llt il' ~ h; n ·r 10 ha!:tJH' f' rh rir 
1l would add protection to head- · . 
waters of streams, afford access to hurl:,!C) s <1nJ lil ofi'f'r in g a hi .~;.r rr 
presently owned stale tracts suit- m:t.!.!.a.,.illP a t :111 in('rC':t~rcl •prie<'. I 
ab le (or hunting, fi shing ot· other hoJJC' that \\'l' will 'hr ;t'hlr to i" lr il\f' 
recreation, or conso lidate present·~ ~ound halant'f' b('ll\\'CGll ;.!ood :-::11\··, 
s late holdings and cut adminislra- c>rnJHPJJI finanrin .!!: <~nll .t:'ood COl' 
live cos ts, Harriman said. ;-;p n ·:Hiou rduration." 
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2 Top Backer~ Wehle~ Wilmot~ 
Reported Lost to Bush 

lly KERMIT IIILL I Ucmocrats have been divided 1 leadership pr ior lo lhc Sept. 14 
Roy F. Bush, Monroe County sharply for several months as primary, thus, avoidi ng a pri mary 

the Org~zation Democrats for battle in an importa nt election 
Democratic chairman, has lost the I' th e Reloirm of the Party year. 
backing of some of his most in· squared orr for a full primary . There were sl.a lcwidc politi - I 

. fluential supporters. including i battle aga inst the regular . or· cal undercurrents vi sibl e in the · 
Louis A. Wehle and James P. l ganization, which Bush heads. j county Democrati c batllc. 

Wilmot, il was reliably r eported ! Wilmot, heretofore, has been i Wehle and Wilmot are on rec- i 
today . i ~ined_ up publicl_y on Bush's s1cle • ord publicly as sup porters of j 

Wehle, president of Genesee i In h1s fight With the so-called I Rep. Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. 
Brewing Co. Inc., and Wilmot, ! Reform Democrats . In April, he for governor. The Reform Demo­
head of Page Airways, have been was among signers with Bush of cra ls also are on record as Roosc­
foundatio n stones in Bush's con- a ll lisler ing allack on th e Reform velt &upporlc rs. 
lrol of the local Democratic group which has been seek ing the , Bush has withheld expression 
organization . I ouster of Bush. I of h1 s _views on the gubernatonal 

Democratic · leaders on all sides I campa1gn. 
of the factional dispute were , 11 • • • 
keeping_ mum today on d_e velop- 1' ~1' wAS UNCLEAR today 
ments m the growmg bebmd-the-; where Wehle and Wilmot suppdrt 1 CIRCUMSTANCES appeared to 
scenes light for party control. I would turn in the search for a ! be puslung Monroe County mto 

new man to take over party :the Roosevelt camp, as a result of, 
• • • \ reins. Bush apparently was ready :-llie break between Bush and his 

t d t r 1 t ·t t · t ' pnnc1pal adv1sers. It was con- I 
WEHLE, REACHEJ? by tele- ~ o ay o Ig 1 I ou even agams sidered unlikely they wou ld I 

phone m New York Cily said he the heavy o~ds presented by the . I 
h d " t t ll! t ' ., opposition of Wehle and Wilmot. choo:se a ca ndidate for party lead-

. a. no comn:en a _us 1me. erslup who docs not endorse 
Wilmot, hkew1se, declined com- Reform Democrats were re- ; Roosevelt 
ment. Bush said he would with- · ported prepared to insist that a ' . · . 
hold a statement " until the other !' new candidate for party leader ~onf~rmatwn of the_ break-up ~f l 
side says something first." There come from their ranks. Neither maJor mfluences behmd Bush JS 

were no denials of llje report. side however ruled out com- expected to come later t his \~eek 
. ' • . . . a f t e r secret party meetmgs 

The Silence appeared to be [ pletely t he possibility of a con- aimed At fix ing strategy for over­
-merely the calm before a new ference lo fmd a mutually-agree-! turning Bush's hold on party ma-
.slorm in the party. able_ candidate who could assume! chinery. 

OCT 2 '1" 1r·.,.,. 
~ . ..:r~:v 

IGood News for Hunters 
I 
Bans Along State Parkway 
Removed, Wehle Announces 

Hunting bans along the Lake Ontario Slate Parkway, now 
under construction between Rochester and Hamlin Bedch Stale 
Park, have been r emoved. 

That announcement came yesterday from Conservation Com­
missioner Louis A. Wchle followin ::: a meeting in his Scotls-

1,-ill e h ome-'A~~~nferencc were r epresentati ves of 

l
·thc Genesee State Park Commission and local hunting and con­
ser va ti on organi zation r epresentatives. 

Commiss ioner Wehle has requested th e Pari< Commission 
Ito estab li sh a number of local parking ;;reas as soon as possible 

!
along the Parkway and r emoved existing hun ting bans imposed 
by lhe Ge nesee Park Comm ission._. ___________ _ 



!Conservation 'Town Meeting' Plan 

Wehle to 
Neutral 

Drop Aclvisers; 
on Panther Dam 

By HOWARD KEIHP" , .. · Jmeeting' plan for conserva{ion, 
' where everyone will have the op· 

Democrat and.. Chronicle I portunity to be heard," he said. 
Sta ff Correspondent I On the controversial Panther 

: POUGHKEEPSIE, Oct. 6-Con-
1 

Dam project, he said: "Neither i 
servation Commissioner Louis A. , !major politi'cal party has taken · 

.' ~l'p"!" v.m struggle thr~55 ' I any position for or against con- i 
iWmi'Oil1:"·"aid of a state conserva- struction of the dam, but has left . 

I
' tion council advisory committee; ' I the decision entirely in the hands 
He will follo w a hands off policy of the people. You are urged to 
on Panther Dam and ignore fu· , vote as your conscie nce dictates." 

I ture utterances of Edward. A. 1 · 1 The commissioner cited that 
Hanna, a state park commtsswn-1 ,anglers have enjoyed a highly 

· er, of Utica . I :successfu l season and that the 
·.' deTl.eh::easteesthtoingtshewSertaeterecveoanlseedrvt,.o. . ! department was moving to im-

~ I prove conditions. He said a boat 
. tion Council asse mb led in conve:>t' jlaunching platform had been 

· ' t ion at the Nelson House here ;to- ~ i&ected in Canandaigua Lake 
·night, where Commissioner and that next year will see the 
iWehle was the principal speaker. com plet ion of similar projects 
' Wehle to ld the delegates he 

1
on the north an d south s1des of 

had taken a look at the records One1da Lake. 
and found that forme r advisory LOUIS A. WERLE I The departmen t ts rebu1ldtn;; 
co~ncils 'had done li ttle, if any- . . . . tells conservation lans stx bass reanng ponds at Ogdens· l 
lhtng, 10 promottng conservatwn. P burg and IS constructmg f1ve . 
So, .he dec1ded to get along w1th-1intends to appear before sports-

1
more to speed up bass produc· i 

out one. In this move, he said, he : men throughout the s late in a 
1 
t10n, he added. The comm1ssw n-

1 had the approval of Governor ,series of sessions patterned after
1
er also announced 100,000 btrds ; 

Harrtman. ," town meetings" where the ran k
1
are to be releasee,! for h~nters t 

Instead of an advisory coun- 1and file of sportsmen can be this year. The deer herds 1n the , 
cil, the coll)missioner has some- ' heard. · istate are reportel'l in good shape . 
thing new to offer. In place of a l "We feel it is a much more and should ,produce good huntmg 
small group coming to him, he •dcmocratic proc~-- a_~wn l results , he ~aid. 

NOV 2 2 1955 

'Opposes Any Rise 
In Campsite Fees: 

jWehle Would Keep Prese nt := 
' Charge Fvr Camping And 

Car F?.rk ing 

. Conser v a Han <~on1missioner 
' Louis A. \V~nle IS n,:;posed to in-
1Ct ea:si1Ig ; [~~·-campsite fees, 
i whethe>r o'r not a· smvey shows 
i the prcsel'\t fee to be insufficient 
: to cover the cost of operating 
! t hese state facilities. 
: · Through a spo!cJCSnwn, the com­
!missioner said yesleraay in AJ-
; bany there will b>? no increase in i 
' fees now charged at campsites ; 
·next year. either fol camping or i 
i the parking of car.;. i 
! The commissioner .. s s~aten1ent l 
: was issued as the Govemor·s tis- ' · 
cal aides re,·iewed all stale serv-,'j 
ices. to determine whether the 1 ~ 

. amount or fees being chal'ged I 
Jis equitable a nd adequate. I 
: The Budget Division survey i 
:: also covers those state services 1 
: for wl~i_c~ __ no charge is 1nade. \ 
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Wehle Poll Shows 
Monroe Democrats 

Backing Roosevelt 
By TRUMAN G. SEARL !~ 

Thirty-seven of the 4:! members of the executive. 
committee of the Monroe County Democratic Committee 
are r eported to favor Rep. Franklin D. Roosevelt ,Tr. as 
the party's candidate for governor thi s fall. 

Louis A. \\'chic, chairman ofl - ------
the board of the Genesee Brew· Sapia Wednesday repudiated 

. ing Co. a nd long ac t ive in Dcm(I· IQt:ec ns Coun ty leader J<~mcs A. 
1 
era tic politics, r evea led last night ! Roc, ~upporti n .c: instead the coun· 

I 
he polled by te lephone the 43 ty vice chairman Daniel A. 
Democratic executive com mittee - ~ Haggerty. 
men in the county and 37 of them Roe was reported by The New 

j favor Rooseve lt as the Demo- York Times as havjng oi!crcd to 
· era tic can c.licl atc. The rest, he s uppor t nny choice of DcSapio 
said, were non-committal. for gubcmatorinl candidate. The 

As a result, Wehle prcdi<.:lccl, offer was reportedly referred to 
"Monroe County will cast an Wagner whn the Times said 
overwhelming vole" for Hooscvcll tumcd it down. 
at the sta te Democratic conven- Wchle's 'statement, released by­
lion Sept. 21-22 to select the his office, did not name the com 
cand idate for governor. lmitleemen jn Monroe County who 

1 1\·tonroc County Dcmoc.: ra lic favor Roosevelt. 'The text of 
County Chairman Roy F. Bush ' -Y-ehle's s tatement follows: 
declined . to comment. He has "A poll of the 43 members of 
steadfas tly he ld to the position the executive committee of the 
of not pledging his support to Monroe Couu ty De mocratic Com 
any candidate, asserting he would mittee has just been made. In 
follow th e "lead of Richard H. the Democratic convention in 
Balch, state chairman, and Car- New York City, Sept. 21-22, Man 

I mine DcSapio, Tammany Hall r.oc will hnvc 43 delegates rcpre-
1cadcr and nationa l committee- se nting each of the execu tive 

I man. committee di stricts. 
P rior to Wellle's announce- "A poll of th e cnm miltce men, 

l

· mcnt, Rooscvcll's campa ign head· 1-;how:; th;,t 37 oul o( 43, e<tch 
quarters claimed 280 delegates. representi ng a town or a ward. 
That fi gure represents the to tc:ll favor Congressman Franklin D 

, delegate strength of 42 ups tate Roosevelt Jr. as the Democratic 
lcounties whose leaders have candidate for governor. The 

l
plcdge.cl support to Roosevelt. other six rommitteemen were 

If all the delegates pledged by non-com mitta l, expressing no 
leaders vote for FDR Jr. at the choice whatever. 
Convention, he now has a total Strong Preference 

1 of 317 convention voles, 193 "The poll shows a strong 
,slwrl of lh e 510 he needs for lhe preference fo r Frankl in D. Roose­
. nomination. J, ve lt Jr. for governor. Roosevelt 

New York City leaders, who is the o\~erwhelming choice of 
. hold the balance of power, have 'I all groups of the party and of 
! not announced their preference the people of our towns nnd 
'1 I or a cand idate. Political observ~ \\ ards. 
ers in th e state contend that l "We have had some differences 

: DeSapio holds the key to the over leadership i~1 the .lVI~ nroe 
solution. County Democrati c Comm ittee 

New York Cil .v's f ive Demo- [ Nevertheless 1 ca n state categori 
cra tic leaders, •.vho control 513 ca lly thnt al lh e Dcmocr;~ti c con 
vo tes among them- Brook lyn 180, vent.ion !l'lonroe County will cast 
J\IanhaU;ml ln, Bronx 109, Queens :w overwhelming vote lor Roose· 
93 and Richmond 12-wcre r e- velt. li e is the on ly candidate 
ported by the New York Daily who has both the outstanding 
1\'lirror this week as favori ng New qu aliiications for governor and 
York City Mayor Robert Wagner. who will win in November." 

The pre-convention man'euvcrs The Associated Press in Albany 
lor delegates' voles has bcen ]reporled that the Albany Cou nty 
complicated in t.hc New York iDemocratic Committee last night 
Ci ty area by a high.Je\•cl party unanimously endorsed Roosevelt 
dispute .invo lvj n~ the Queens and instructed its delegates to 
Caul!.~~ lc adc~sh ip . Balch a nd De· vo te for hi111 on a ll ballots. 

~£1}-. .!~g~---------·· 
N ehle Replies to Local · 
Letter on Deer Season 

In reply to a letter and newspaper 
clippings sen t to Louis A. Wehlc,. 
Commissioner of Ne\V .. YbrK~P Siate 
Conservation Department, James S. 
E lting r eceived t he foll owing Jette r : 
Dear Mr. E lting : 

This will acknowledge your le tter 
r egarding the r ecent deer of either 
sex season, expressing in par ticular 
your genera l dissatisfaction with it 
in view of the unsportsmanlike be­
havior of some of the hnn lcr~ who 
participated in it. 

I assu re you tha t 1 was ve ry re­
luctan t to permit the open ing of a 
deer of either sex season in any part 
of the S ta te . T he need for such, at 
least periodically, is pre tty generally 
recogn ized, however, o therwise the 
uuthorit.y to hold such wou ld never 
have been delegated to the Depa r t­
ment by the Legislature. T he gran t­
ing of this authority conveyed with 
it the responsibility of holding s uch 
seasons when necessary. 

To make certain that it was neces­
sary to hold a season where it was 
decla red , I in it ia ted the method this 
yc'ar of soliciting recom menda tions 
from three grou ps of interested per­
sons before establiShing the season, 
nam ely, the Department's Dis trict 
Game Manager s, landowners, pri­
m ari ly agr ic:alluris ts, ami s portsmen. 
It was only in those coun ties wher e 
the recom mendations of all three 
groups were in agreemen t t ha t a 
deer of either sex season was de­
clared last fall. 

I ca n assure you that the State 
Police cooperated fully wi th ou r, 
game protectors in the enforcement I 
of the Conserva ti on Law throughout I 
the h un lin ~~ season in C h enango 
Coun ty as well as in all o lller parts 
of the State. As for special gam e 
protectors, we have found in ge rieral 
that an untrained a nd inexperienced 
law enfor cement officer can be more 
of a liabili ty than an asset. The 
idea seems good but it just doesn't 
work out too well in actual prac tice, 
unless the unpaid Specia l Game P ro­
tector is willing to spend many hours 
afield w ith a regula r game protector 
lear ning the "ropes". Very few peo­
ple are w illi ng to do this. However , 
in spite o£ our experience w ith the 
system, we do make a practice of 
utilizing s peciql protector s r a ther 
extensively. 

Careful Cons idQra tion will IJe given 
to your suggestions a nd I am hope­
ful that before the need for another 
deer o£ ci thcr sex season becomes 
compelli ng, a more orderly way of 
running such a season off will be 
found. 

S incer ely yours, 
Louis A. Wehle. 
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Jin1 Hurley's OUTDOORS: 

CoinmissiQner For 
New Striper Bill 
• Mr. Wehle puts in a new one at Albany 
to make bass a hook and line fish only-asks 
all to support it. 

Conservation Commissioner Louis A. Wehle go.es all out 
for <~; hook-~nd-lin~-only bill for stnped bass m a front page 
plea m the f1rst edttwn of the New York Conservation News 
a new publication of lhe Conservation Department. ' 

The Commissioner poin ts outi 
that a st riped bass bill had the 1 111c;u Tnms <~:s-r> .A.M. r .M . 
endorsement of the conservation! fio \·•·rno r!'i t s lnnll ...... . .. . .. ll :fiR 

comm rsswner last year for the I ~W~~~ ~·~ ~~~~~~11,',t ... ::: : 1 L~~ :~ 0 , 
Itt st tJme but fa iled to pass the IIMru 1ntt ln l<'i t lhlmt~r ) . 11 -!t 11 n~ 
L eg islatuJe despi te that f ac t a nd t:r•nt ~o uth u, ~ ~Hn h\l u u > . J :47 z u•; 
the actd Jtional one that it ~vas en· ~~\~~u~~~~l alru~ n nntn~; h t'" n)) ~ ~ i~; ~ 
dorsed by nea 11y a ll the 1mpo1- . . -~- -·- --~- __ _, 
1ant sportsmen's organizations of 
the S tal e. 

"CAREFULLY compiled sta­
tis ti cs clearly prove that the ex · 
pc nditurc by SUOrtsmen far UVCI'· 
shallows the value of the take by 
commercial interests, with prob· 
ably 50,000 fi shermen enjoyin g 
h ook a nd line s tr iped bass . 
.f ishi ng,'' says the Commissioner. l 

He states that he has prepared 
anot her striped bass bill for 
int roduction in the 1956 Legisla· 
l ure wh ich wou ld lim it the 
ta king of this fine sports fish to 

, hook a nd line. He points out that 
action similar to his proposed 
bill has a lready been_ taken by 

Cheatunt 
Rentains 
On Stand 
Did Not lnfonn Weltle 

Of Outbrenk, He Saye 
New Hampshire, Connecticut and By E~ll\IET N. O'BRIEN • 
~J~~ I "I urge all of you," he says, Times-Union's Own Bureau 
"whether from the Marine Dis· 
!rid or not, to .ioin in th is effort, ALBANY -Louis A. Wehle, l 
by pe tition ing your sta t~ s~nEI:tor th en conservation commissioner, ! 
aml Assemblyman to _mstst on . was not advised "personally" I 
llw passage of the s tnped bass I . 0 I 
bill this year." Which is pretty the outbreak of botuhsm among 
strong endorsement of a hook· pheasants at the Delmar game 
and- line-only bill from the head !arm or 'Grenadier Island in 1955 
of the Conservallon Department, . . . ' / 
and let's hope the bill prevails , the man . who IS smng ~1m for 
this time. $200,000 m a slander action tes-

'l'HE 17th a nnual dinner of tified yesterday. I 
Ducks Un limited w ill be held at 
H otel R oosevelt, Thursday, Feb. 
2 at 6 p. m., Stirling A. Adams, 

Dr. E. Leonard Cheatum, chief 
of the Bureau of Game of the 
Conservation Department; was 
tes tifying at a pre-trial examina­
ti on in his action against Wehle. 
wealU1y Rochesterian. Cheatum 
said that he had not "personally" 
reported the outbreaks to Wehle 
although he knew the pheasant­
rearing experiment was "his pet 
project." 

• • 
THE TESTIMONY came a t 

the close of the second day of 
the pre-trial examination. The 
suit was inaugurated after a blast 

II by Wehle in a Watertown speech 
last year about the failure of the 

l'expenment ';n nardening pheas­
. ants on the St. Lawrence River 
island. 

Dr. Cheatum maintained . he 
was slandered by Wehle. Wehle 
resigned, giving ill health as the 
reason, in the controversy that 
broke out• after his speech. 

Cheatum reported yesterday 
that Conservation Commissioner 
Sharon Mauhs would not honor 
a court order, directed to Chea­
tum, to produce departmental 
reports dealing with the pheasant 
incident. Mauhs said a subpoena 
would be needed. 

George R. Fearon, counsel for 
Wehle, prepared a subpoena and 
served it on Mauhs at a meeting 
of the Whiteface Mountain 
Authori ty and lts ski advisory 
committee in the Ft. Orange 
club. the dinner chairm an for 1956, 

announces. This affair over the 
years has come to be r ecognized 
as one of the outstand ing Winter 
ga therings of sportsmen in the 
New York area and th e w ildf.owl 

1 
en thusiasts themselves term it 
New York's tradi tional cluck 
hunter's ni ght out. , 

to the increase o! the duck popu- 1 The examination adjourned 
la tion on the continent, but it ' this afternoon for several weeks 
participates in m a ny pther move- 1 after the Conservation Depart-
g:,~~~s f~~d the co~~~~~~lio';.f t?~ ! ment r ecords arrived. The ad-

Ducl<s Unlim ited is perhaps 
the one organiza tion in this 
country r esponsible more th an 
any other for the return of a 
healthy, numerous duck popula­
ti on on our con tinent. It is a non­
pro! it organization o.f Sportsmen 
in every sta te. . 

By the reclamation of land in 
the pra ir ie provinces of \Vestcrn 
Canada more than any thing else 
Ducl<s Unlimited has contribut ed 

general. . journmcnt was to .all ow a ttor~ 
Its annu al dinner is outstaJ+U- : neys time to study the records. 

in g in many r espects. First off : Yesterday's testimony dealt 
there a re no · speeches, dress is largely with botulism, the food 
informal , motion pictures of poisoning, and its causes. Some 
excell ence a r e always shown and questions dre\v objections !rom 
a gala night of fu·n is had. Nathan Medwin, Cheatum's 
Tickets are $11. each and tables counsel. The questions were sel 
have 10 places. Those des iring aside for ·a review by Supreme 
reserva tions should write to Court Justice Isadore Bookstein. 
Ducks Unlimited, 165 Broaclwny, 
New York 6, or .phone BE 3-7570 Harry D',Agostino, Albany at­
before 1 o'clock J a n. 31. Checks torncy who is presiding as 
should be made paya bl e to 1!. refer ee, is Powerless to pass on 
Dudley Ge rard, tJ.·rnsun~r . 1 obj ections. 
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HENRY W. CLUNE'S.-----. 

e~ .and JIJu:wl 
CANDIDATE'S WIFE 

L 9..)!.!..~./L .. W..~JiL~w ;~~:-~party at his brewery 
yesterday noon for l'v!ayor Robert F. Wagner, Demo­

cratic senatorial candidate, had a m;;n take me up to his 
office to Introduce me to Mrs. Wagner. I was embar­
rassed. I didn't know what to say to a candidate's wife. 

A blonde young woman left her chair and mel me al lhe 
th reshold and gal'e me a warm handcla sp. H er graciousncS! 
•eemed inherent. I didn't leo! that it was a demons tration made 

entirely l or political purposes. 

.. Isn't this a wonderful place? " 

•he said, indicating the walls ol 

the office, which were covered 

with pictures that I nm •ure 

were very interesting. But 

didn't look at the picturO', I 

was looking at Mrs. Wagner. I 

was surprised. For some curi­

ous reason I hadn't supposed a 

candidate's wife would look as 
she did. 

I asked her if she had ever •been in Rochester before and 
she said that she had. "Wag" (referring to her hu sba nd) "and 
I ha ve two good friends here, both Republicans." 

It turned out th at Mayor Wa gner had gone to Yale and 
later to Yale Law School with Karl K. Bechtold, the attorney, 
and that the Bcchtolds are !he ·wagncrs' Rochester friends. 
She hadn't yet seen either Mr. or Mrs. Bechtold, but ex­
pected to meet them before she and her husband left the 
city. I asked her if she was making the full tour with the 
mayor. "I go anywhere Vlag asks me to go/' she answered, with 
wifely devotion. 

Mrs. Wagner said that she was a native of Greenwich, 
Conn., and that most of her associates there were solid Re· 
publicans, but that they were slill friends. 

She is :t handsome and cxlrcmcly JIIC:tsanl lady. I ;w1 fry­
ing now with no success to recall, in the interest or any ladies 
who might read these lines, what she wore, and all I can be 
sure of is heavy gold bangle' on her left wrist. Ncrertheless I 
know that everything she wore complemented lwr good looks. 
If I hadn't come upon her M quickl y, anrl been more or less 
swept off my feet, I might have been more rlrtailcd in these 
notes. The mayor, when I met him later, sccmert extremely 
agreeable, too. He wore a blue suit, 

Gerling's statement in his paper, 

"Th e Rochester Sun" 

It has been suggested that the Veterans Memorial Corpora• 
Uon resign, the Veterans eontntittee disband, and the t·onunc~l· 
tators for and ag''ainst the various versions of \.vhat to clo about 
the $1,700 ,000 for the edifke " ''!dl _y subside a>Hl turn the 
problem over to businessn.1an P! ·.nc ;: r:tt Louis Wehle for 
solution. 

He'd pl'ohabl y solve· if. nw:. t ''"Y ilay IH'twc cu hrl'akfast 
and luneh. 

Inventors ! 

Take Notice 

I 
When anyone is willing to pay a 

cool one thousand dollars for one 
lone 1ishh ook. it's news in a Lig 
way. But, that':; exactly \Vhat one 
man is willing to do and here 
is the story. 

Commissioner Loui s A. \Vchle of I 
I 
t he New Yol'k St'lltl!-'eo'rnle!'Vation 
De:rrdrl:11ent is very much co ncern 

! eel about the large number of fish 
that are unintentionally killed by 
ang!ci·s eac h year. The l'C:co rds 
reveal t ha t a hiv;h percentage of 
undersized fi s h, ca ug:ht and r eturn 
cd to the water, pe rish a s a r~~ult 
of damage done by the fi shhook 
or Ly ils removal. 

Our present ho oks are a vicious 
barbed o(f~!r , purposely designed 
to make it dillicult fo r the fish to 
dislodge. The trouble is that this 
very des ign makes i ts almost im­
po~~ iLl e f ol' lhc n:-.h enncn to <li ~ · 

l o(]~e when he w:llll :; lu do .so \Yith 

out serious damage to the fish . As j 
a result, li lcrally millions of our 1 
game fish arc destroyed every 
ye..:.1·- a i! 1~c •. :atb 1J oi a f1shhook. 

J\'lr. \Vchl c, not being co ntent 
with this ~·.t~ tt.:! of atfa i.rs. is offm> 
ing- personally one thousand dol­
lars to the individual who can 
rome up with a new id ea for a 
workaLle fi s hhook, whic h will min­
imize Lhc damage to a fi s h. lV1any 
fishermen will immediate ly think 
of a barbless hool::,but it wo n 't 
do. The id ea mu st be n ew. I 

It can be a mechanical device 
whi<'h makrs il easy to remove. l t 
c~n u~ rmd.le. of a material whi~h· f, 
will <hssolve 1f cut off and left to , 
remain in the Hsh. Or it can b~ 
any new idea which accomplish es 
the purpose. However, it must be 
practi cal in every sense. It must 
1Je ~ ornct.hing that tackle manu­
f ra clurc'rs l'an a11<l will put on ihe 
marl.;:C't-som e thing· fi sherm en will 
huy and usc -and so mething· that. 
will h old the !ish. 

A board of qualiflc•d jurlgr ~ , ~\p­

poin tc<.l b;· Mr. \l'ehl c , \\'ill v;i\'c 
lhc a\"ll'd t o lhc m o:; t ~ali :'fac­

tory, wvrknble solulion to the 
problem. 

Tf ~·o11 h~l \.':! an~· ln ·i: ~· h! id cn:::., 
,; r ncl t lu.' :J > lo- FI :" Jlf lf)!>l\, C/ 0 
LOlliS .\. W.i':I Jf.fc , 100 l\ a l ional 
SL. J! ot !H•:-:lL·r , '\' . Y. 



HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

Hay 4, 1956 . 

Honorable Louis A. Hehle, Commissioner 
State of New York Conservation ryepartment 
Al bany, New York. 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

Thank you for your letter . 

,·''' 'II .' 

JULIUS C . C. EDELSTEIN 
A D WIN1.TIV.TIYI[ A.IIISTAHT 

THOMAS V . DRUNKARD 
EXilCVTlYIE SI:C~CTARY 

I have been very conscious of the importance of the Soil 
Bank Program to New York State, especially the pr ovisions for 
acreage and conservation reserve. 

These provisions are incorporated in H.R . 1087S as it passed 
the House. I shall watch the progress of this proposal in the 
Senate with groat care, keeping in mind ·the point of view which 
you have expressed to me. 

Yours very sincer0~}/ {)' 7 

iw41¥P~ 
' v 
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Nuclear Power to Operate World's 
Largest Fish Hatchery for NY State 1 

NEW YORK. May 15 {AP)- govemo t' approval , Wehlc said h e the commissionc 1• -added. The f\~h ~ 
Plans Cor t h e wo d(l'; largest fi sh cxpccletl full support arc to he put to slerp and pac\{-
h a lchcry to be bu ill On the S~. ·X· -:~- :1gcd for the p lane dde. 
Lnw t·Pncr> riv('l' ;uh~ o p('l'ated by "TIIF: A U'I' I-I ORI.TIJ~S rtrP- b e- -X· -:t -t:- i 
nudra r powror· WPI'f!. announc(•r\ hind rnr on II,' ' )w ,o.;fl id. "C:OVf!. l'- ' VIr. II J. I•: SA ID p;~t·h l nn)c w lll 
tod1\.Y IJ y Ow New York s lat.~ nor· ' 1\arr! 1n.n hru-1 .'lh own the hf! ;l un it In jt s,• lf . 'l'h l' walr r will 
consf•n•alio rt t ~ommiss i o nc r . g n•alPsl lnlf'I'I!Ht an d asl': u n• d me be emplic cl :liHI flll<>d by pu s h -

·1.· -:-:- -:~- jh is slmngC'.>l hn.ddn)..(". ['Inns ' arc butto n co rllr o l. \"'n lr,r wil l h f' 
T._QlJIS A. \\ ' I •~ III.F., in New Yor\{ <dt·<':Hiy on lh n dr·awlng- h ortnl." controll e d sn "lhnl. 1\ ~ h may cxrr-

~~n;::;.! . lPrnted l h t~~\v :.~-~~1\ li~~: w:;t~~1 1 ;:ai :~ i\lh r1~~<' U~1\1r:~., !:: l ~~;~~·;: ~~.,~ ~~:~~:11~;~.~;:s II:~ ~~:~;~~.,'.· wal~r 
~fcl~ar d~ ;:~~~~~~~~~~1g d~<'~·,~,~~~se~~~ f1i=~~h:;~i<'~a11 c(~:tbi~~~l. p~~~~n\~~~ co~~~{'~~mn::~:~ i on1~~c~1~~-pl~~'"e'~=~ 
h:~tchl't"V, wilh it!" nucll':ll" h l'atin;.: pt•t· pound o r l h l" fi!=:h for stoc l<i n).{ h atche t·y wnulrl produc:r' morl" 
an d pu; li b ullo n con trol!=:, wi ll hi" purpose~ would he !iO c<>n ts a. and healthir>r li $0.h, heltcr ahle to 
~o modf'l·n·. he: !': <~i d , that 11 ;ost ._.r pou nd or lf'R!-1 in conl•·n..<>t to lhe !"'u n·iw!. in w ild watr> • · ~. 
l hP JH"('!"'f'lll h ;"~\ C h{'t"i(!:;; will he 'I"CR(' Il l ('OSL of $1.47 Jlf'l" poun d. "Many or th e N r> \\' Yn rk hatrh · 
nhn nd o n t>d. Nuc\P:!I" JlOWl ' l " will h.., u!=:r>d lo Pl'if's A l"f' sti ll in the hnt·s .... :1nd 

U n d Pt' plan~. t h•• pnl.iP<' t will tw m:t int:tin th•· watr 1· ;d. ~ :·nnsi:o:t- !Jug.r:y ~ tn nr•," h 1• ad tlr• fl. " I frf'\ il 
Jocntrd IH•a•· Mas~P.Il:l. \Valrt' wHI ... nt .. l r> rnpPra.l. lll"f' nf :lfi to 58 is lim~ we rli1l :o:nhwl h in~ ;\1)1)111.1 
com e from the tu rbin e disch argl} dc,grPP:o:, assu r·ln~ lu~al thy growth . it. I h avP. !tprn l a grcn.t dra l or 
of th<> St. L:t\\Trnr~ powrr dam. HiJ:hr>r ot· JnwP.r tr>mpPt":Jture:o:, lime on Utr> projrc t in ont,..r to 
The hatchery will he placrrt Wchle ..-a id, retard growth and bring in to a wod(ahlc ~la~e and 
downst. rt' am to la\(e advantage or raise the cost o r strl'am stock ing. we are now t·cady to 80 in · the 
tht' g~avl\y flow. Trnn~porlation wi ll be h:mdled interest or pro~rcss." 

W hil e the undertaking must hy a ir !rom th e hatchery to the · 
· fi•·~t rP.croh·P. le.t:" islativc and v<t ri ou:o: points around the state, 

~In(· . I l' t:H.'I II:-; 1\HGf'S 
-l h·.J .. ! •• ., . • ) .. ·plt:ud.H: t 27, 1956 

GAFF AND GUN 
U~· FRF:D LUH:S \\ol1 r. n D r. Cheaf urn \\'::J~ r~ sked 

I runfing & Fishing Edi tor n-as undN\vrittcn lnrgel ); by fe(I - 1 wh~ he d'id not t e~t _for !~otu lisT~ 
The fact~ ht'h inrl the almost rrn l (und ~. A tota l of $35.Rl l was until .1\JJ g .. 3. 1_1e .sa1d . r don t 

forgotten pheasa nt imbroglio Hllocated to the tes t by the u. s. know wh.v 1l dH~n t occur 1o me 
wh ich prrceded the resignation Fish and Wildlife Service. New f~ use l h~ anti-serum lest on 
of Conserv:1 t.ion Commissioner York State paid $11,937. b1 ~.ds showm~ symptoms of bot­
Loui~ A. '\'ch le a couple of Th.e study was oriented, ac- uthhtsn'k",·,,~nle,,~saslt d",.v."e't·tbeedcabuvse Dmry.· 
mon ths ngo, tuwe come to Jight 
in a report ~ubmittcd to Gover- ~or(ling to the l\t.a.honey re1~ort.IPeckha';, that we m ight i1 ave 
nor Harriman by Deputy Com- 111 ~he _Bureau of FJsh _and Gamej an outbreak of encephalomy-
mi-'Sioner .• Ju stin T. Mahonev. \': h1ch IS head ed by Dr. Cheatum. ·litus " · · 

In a colrlly irr·personal docu- · 111 ~:-c.epting f~d.e ra ~ aid ~l~e Con - I ~ On. July 21, two weeks prior. 
ment, Mahoney a long-time ca- sc.n.~li on. Depai tnH'~t. at:oteed to • to the .time that Dt•. Che a tum 
r!."Cl' 111 :1 11 wi th the departm ent, PI C>_\·Jde_ 1 C'g_ul ar. progJ ess reports made his tests, Dr. M.C. Peck· 
traces the , hi s tor~~ · of the p heaJ'- winch It faded to do. ham, a pathologist at Cornel! 
a nt stocking experim Pnl. on Gren- A SP I'ious il1(1ictmcnt is con- rul ed ou t encephRlomylitus anC 
ilrlir.r l sl~nd in the S1. T .:nwcn re tnincd in :Mahnney' !'; 1etter to the i fell in line with the botu· 
thrnur,h a rii S:l.c::; trous o1 T1 bn~ ;d< of (;ovPrnnr in !hi""! disr losure that! i!'i m idea. lie ~o ~toted in a lc(· 
hn ll.dism up tn th~"J subsequent 1J1· .. Chct~lum,. \\"hO acknnwledgcd I tcr. 
inYrstig<lti0n h~ was ordered to himsrlf "" ·authol'ify on botulism When it accepted fund.c;; !or \h(" 
m:Jke hy the Go\·ernor. h:H.I fui le cl to lest ·fat· the disease , Grenadier test the Conservation 

\YhPn 28.000 phea~a nts at the 1\·hen it was first ~uspecl"erl at, Depar tment contr acted fo .record 
State-opera t e d Delmar and De lm ar. t h e Albany .County observations on mor.ta litv, es­
Grenadi cl' ga me farms per- :;ource or mctny of the ringnecks j·capes, flocking and disPersals 
ished fl'()lll botulism, an en- 5hippect to <;1~cn a(ilc r Island. ~ for the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
ra£ed Comm issioner We h 1 e :. C ;- . , ·C'd. Servi ce. It wa~ olso agreed that 
charged "mismanagetl"'ten t n r Dclll~ (\ 1 . 

7 
.. ame }, fll m suffc'000 all birds scheduled for the island 

sabotagP.' ' in his department was a 1~1011 "ht) {~~ L., OOO to 13· ~c:l were to he s tocked ·a l one time. 
r c.c::; ponsihlp for the deaths . The phe '150!'1s ~Jutmg .July of 1 · The Department split the l ibcr­
M;dv)lley report fai ls to provide ~ ·C'~r . . Uolui!Hn, ~ form of f<i'.?_d aliens in violation o( t h~ rtgree­
evidence of sabotage · but depo-1 POISomnc. was suspect~ r! as tl1B ment. BP. causc of the way the 
~it ions from wHncsses, including ca u_se of deaths lJ):. AssJsta!l t Su- piecemea l stockings were timed 
Dr. E. L. Olea tum, a key fi- permlcndcnt. o( (,a me E arms, Grenadier Island r c c c i v e d 
gure in :t ciisrut e with Wehl r, :oyner ~tnd for~ma n ~o.rdh ?m. doomed hircls from the already 
indi ca te that respons ibl e offic ials rl ~eyc \'O!C'c rl lh rT'"' ::-ll~ fl lCJons to stricken Dc lm~r . 
werr~ guilty of n casual attitude 01 · .. ,hr,du Tn °11 ~ ul y 11· . When the F ish and 'Vilrllife 
bordering on h xity. nr. Chcn tu m clJd . not. mpk~ Ser vice asked why proper rc c-

Wehi e, himself, emerges com- any tc ·~ls_. for the .rli seasc t.mt JI ords hadn't been kept on the 
nletcly ~~ l a me less for· ~ny ncgli- Aug: ::1. _Yet . r1.cc~r~img to. aJco:~- Grenadier experiment depart;. 
~ence. : 1 he report OOes not in-

1

. cl u~\On 111 t~e Maho~ey 111 cs I- mcnt a ids sa id lhev g-ot the im­
vol\'e him in the planning or con- .' g-al.IOn h~ . . agreed ' Wit h Dc/hn:Jr pression fr o l;J1 ·commissione r 
duct of the study. Ga me ']:i"arm overseers Poyner Wehle they weren't to go near 
. Grenadier Island which was be- , ~nd F ordham on J uly 11 tha t the the birds beef' use it might cause 
mg used to rear pheasants un- cause of the deaths was botulism. them to become tame . 
c! e r .conditions appro~imatin~ 

1

, Shi pments of birds from Del- The a ids failed to produce any 
those found in the wild had been I mar to Grenadier were in pn r directive to substanti ate this. At 
descr.ibed by game management .: gress at the time that an un- ~the same time Wehle wrote Ma­
sycophants as a " \\'ehle fiasco. " 1: usual mortality was occurring on honey fla tly denying he had ever. 

It develops th;jt the expPrimel)t DPlmar. · e-ivcn such ,nn order. 



By Had l~arris 

Louis \Yehle has had his ups and 
downs. Thei-e have l,e~n f ar more 
ups, of cour..se, because in a ll h is life 
he has had on ly onl"' "down," and that 
c:unc when Pro hi bili~>n, more than 30 
years ago, stripped hi m cf his job as 
hrcw mas lcr in Um~·s Brewer y, Ruf­
fal o. 

Some people be lieve that Wehle s uf- J 
fered another "dow n" in r ecent weeks 
when he resigned as s late conserva­
t ion commissioner a!t~r a heated dis­
cussion with some members of his 
staff. He didn't. As a matter of fact 
many of his assoc iates and f riends 
believed that he was nuts in the first 
p lace t o accept the job of commi ss ion ­
er offered him ·by Governor Harriman 
because of hi s age and also because 
his health was not too good. But he 
accepted because he felt it was his 
du ty to accept and he piled up so 
much work on him s~lf t hat all the 
doctors in the wor ld couldn't keep him 
on an even keel. 

His Hcconl Un malchcd 
E ve r ybody knows of the dispu te 

with in t he Conserv:ttion Departmen t 
that ended with Wehle qu itting. Some 
say he qui t under fire . That isn't 
true either. He C)uit bec&.use he fina ll y 
came to the point where he figured 
all the grie f wasn't worth the efforts 
he was putting in the job, the first 
time that ANY com missioner had ever 
r ea lly worked instead of pasSing the 
bulk of that work over to subordin­
a tes. 

W hat did Louis Wchle do in the 17 
months he wn.s commissioner? Let's 
take a look a t t he r ecord. 

1. Supported and encouraged the 1 
Conservation Youth Movement inau­
gurated Ly Thomas H. Crone in the 
Northwest Conservation Associat ion . 

2. Fostered leg islation to make more 
Stnte land available f or t he public. 

3. Sponsored legislation to human- . 
ize the regulation r egarding minor ' 
infractions of t he Fish and Gam laws. : 

4. Improved 'the Sta te's facilit ies : 
f or the benefit of picnickers, archers, 
s kiers, ·bird watchers and campers. 

HrouJ;tht Salary I ncreases 
. 5. In troduced a hardy strain of bob­
white quai l in the State. 

6 . Introduced plans lo develop mor e 
economic production of fish and game 
birds. 

7 . Developed train ing schools fo r 
game pro tec tors and spccinl protect· 
on;, to better fit them f01· the ir duties. · 

8. Inc reased cnf(lrcemcnt s taff t o 
the hl rges t in its h istory, to a total 
of 201. . 

9. Continued the program of estab-
li shing centra li zed District Conserva-
tion officl'S. . 

10. Inaugurated a Sh~te-wide sur­
vey to determine the wishes of the 
public regarding conservation serv­
ices. 

July 9, 1956 

11. Acquired more Slate land than 
any previnus Commissioner for vaca­
tioners and sportsnwn. 

12. lnaugurated procedm·es for more 
e fficientl y producing t1 ees a nd shrub5 
through State nurse ries. 

13. Obtained sa lary incre::ascs for 
J..:'rt mc pro tector s rmd forest rangers. 

14. l'ersomllly s urveyed every Fish 
Hatchery and Game F nnn in t he State 
to f amiliarize himself w ith the true 
facts of operations and to reco m­
mend improvements where necessary . 

15. At hi s own expense he inspected 
fish ha tcher ies in numy parts of t he 
country, including C~lifornia, Colo­
rado and other states. 

16. Increased number of bass and 
trout available to fishC'rmen of New 
York through more l' ff ective hatchery 
operations and Sllpervision ; production 
at hatcheries incrca!Scd by 20.6 per­
cent. 

17. Established "Conservation 
News," nn inform:"'tion bullet in to in ­
form t he puhlit• with the Depar tm en t 's 
pla ns and p1·ng: r:tm!', 

A $•11,000 Gift 
18. Donittcd to the Cvnserva tinn De­

parlment six anti a half acres c r Ia rod 
on the Genesee River, together with 
thrC'e build ings (with a value of ~4 1 ,-
000} f or use as a District office. 

That's Louis 'Vehle fo r you. Not 
only did he do more than any other 
Commission~r but he 2"ave to the Sta te 
land and buildings worth $41,000, f ar 
more than he received as salary for 
the time he served :.ts Commissioner. 

Hi s civic accom pli shments stand ou t, 
most notable of w hich was the $37,-
000,000 raised by the State Polio Fund 
dur ing the time he was chairman . 

There is a gren t deal more that we 
could say, cspcr i::l.l ly that both our 
dnily papNs, bone dry , C'o mplimented 
Louis on his acl·omplishmen ts in spite 
of the f act t hat he is a brewer. Other 
commendations spoke highl y of him, 
one f rom Republ ican Le:J A. Lawr ence, 
chairman of t h Assembly Conservation 
Com mittee, who sa id in a Jette r to 
Wehle: 

A .Glowing Tribu te 
"Knowing of your long and endur. 

ing interesl in hunti ng and fi shing, I 
cannot help but feel badl y over your 
dec ision to re~'>i gn from the post of 
New Yo rk State Conservat ion Com­
mi ss ioner. 

"As Chnirman of the Assc.m bly 
Committee on Conscrvntiori for the 
past 16 yeitrs , I have had cons ider­
able contac t with the office of Con~ 
scrvation Commi ss ioner. Likewise, 
wi th p ractica lly ' all of the heads of 
the several divisions within the De­
partmetlt. Hence, I have a good idea 
of the we igh t of responsibility that 
f a ll s upon the shoulder s of the Com­
missioner. . . 

" I have known fo r several months 
th::at yo1,1 were not enjoying the best 

of health . 1, thel·efort', (P.e l that your ­
decision to protect and impro\'e your 
henlth was n wise cme . . . . 

" I conclude by saying that as chai r­
man of the Assembly Committee on 
C:ln:::ervation it wns a privilege to 
know you ~llld n p lea)o:u rc to \}'ork with 
you ... " 

The Rork Tn,·ern Rt•d aHd Gun Club 
sent Louis a letter signed hv its 
Presiden t, Wi lli;'l m Shafer, sf\yi ilg in 
part: 

" lrt .L•c.,pas t week I have been rend· 
ing of ·~160'r"· pheas:tn t loss in the 
Grenide r Islnnd, and 1 am sure that 
thi s wou ldn't have happened if the 
personnel involved ha:J been on their 

•job <tlld looked after this trouble when 
it began ... The Rock Tavern Rod 
and Gun Club is wit h you 100 percent 
in one of the biggest house cleanings 
the Con servation Department has 
needed f or a long t ime .. . " 

J . M. Corbine, ·District game pro­
tector of the Watertown division, 
:''rote, uAs district ~ame prol(>t•t.o r, 
Ill t·hnrgc of the WntNt<m•n Oivisio11 
of th<> iHJr('au of l:t-v cnrorcement. l 
would l ikt! yo u to knQw that t hi l' di · 
\"ision supports you 100 pcrC'ent in 
the departmental \li sputc. Whi re I 
cannot speak f or entire sta te bure~u 
of law enforcement , 1 do bel ieve the 
majority are fo r yo u. We are pleased 
to have a commissioner who is at­
tempting to make better conservat ion 
fo r both the department and the 
spo1·tsmen." 

Other letter!' to WehlC' came f rom 
the Council of Brewery, Soft Drinli 
and Allied Industr ies Workers, the 
Walden Sportsmen's Club and many 
others. Irv ing S. Garri!!on, president 
of the Walden Clu b, said in part, 
"For the last 20 year!-0 the depart ­
ment (Collservntion) has needed a 
good rdurni shing and remodeli nfr , 
nnd r am sure that you nrc the per­
son to do so, that you are worki ng 
f or the sportsmen and not for t he 
personnel under you ... " 

GEO. T. MANNING 
ALL KINDS of INSURANCE 

4·09 Powers Bldg. 

2 HOUR DRY 
CLEANING 

lNo Extra Charge) 
Model Dry Cleanen 

22 MONROE AVENUE 
HAtniltou 9214 



BJ·eems Forrest Says 

State Conservation Ne·w·s 
Has Commissioner's Plans 

UXDER THE GUIDANCE of 
{;.Qm!JljS5i9J~CrJ..,Q.I;!i_s .... ..-~. 
t he: Conservation Department is 
working on se,·eral new projects 
to promote better hunting, fish~ 
ing and conservation in New 
York State. ...\mong the new 
projects is the "New York Con­
servation Ne\\·s," a four-page 
sen·ice bulletin outlining depart­
ment plans. and hopes. of which 
issue :\o. 1 has jus t been sent out. 

Among projects apparen tly well 
underway. according to the new 
paper. is a conservation advisory 
group. :\Iembers will be chosen 
ror tht>ir outdoo r backgrou nds . 
The fir5~ meeting of the g roup 
will be he ld early in February. 
As !his is b.eing written the names 
of those selected have not been 
made public. 

The Commissioner says it will 
be "a working committee . . I 
am confident that t he new ide.ts 
of the comm iaee. together with 
thei r ad\·ise on the many projects 
now unden\=ay, or in the planning 
sta te. will help keep New York in 
the forefro nt in the nation 's con­
servation picture." 

IT l S ALSO :\'EWS to most of 
us that the "splake", a cross be­
tween the brook and lake trou t, 
w'h ich Ontario fisherm en have 
been t.l lking fo r the last year 
or two. i5 not new in our state. 
According to the new paper. such 
a cross was de\·eloped here about 
70 year; ago and planted in some 
of our l:!kes by the famou s Seth 
Green . father of fish propagation 
in Ame:ica. Still more interesting 
is the news that the department 
is again at work on this cross. a nrl 
that 1.590 hybrids were stocked 
in !'orne Adirondack ponds last 
year. 

The department is also "foolin g 

around" wi th some other crosses. 
One is a "Sam Brown" cross be­
tween a salmon and a brown 
trout, another a "Samba." be­
tween salmon and a rainbow. 

A to ta l of 40~~ miles of trout 
stream rights were obtained by 
the depa rtment in 1955 and added. 
to the water already controlled 
by th e state. This brings the total 
to 832 mites of public trout fish­
ing wa ter. exclusive of the thou­
sands o! miles of state-owned 
streams i n the Adirondack and 
Catskill fo rest preserves. 

COi\DIISSIOXER WEHLE also 
' 'has an ear cocked for a long­
lost spring song- the cheerful 
whistle of the bobwhite quail in 
Upstate New York." In addition 
to stocking several upstate coun­
ties with quail reared on the de ­
partmen t's l\Iiddle Island Game 
Farm, severa l hundred breeders 
have be'en ordered from Canadian 
and Wisconsin game farms. where 
"the birds ha\·e been acclimated 
to extreme cold." 

In 1955 a total of 275 turkeys 
were stocked in Southern Tier 
and Catskill counties to "carry 
dn with the hundreds of wild 
birds and the ir descendents pre­
viously released ." 

ACCORDIXG TO 0 T H E R 
items in the bulletin . Commis­
sioner \Yeh le is working on the 
idea ror a "dream" fish hatchery, 
aimed at putting this state on 
top as a pr oducer of better fish: 
a summer series of tO\yn hall 
hearin gs to give anyone inter­
ested a chance to speak up on 
conser\·ation matters. and an idea 
to impro \·e the fish hook which. 
if successful. would cut down the 
number of fi .:;h which die after 
being hooked and released. 
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BUFALO, N. Y., WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1956 

A Great Loss to the State 

In the resignation of Louis A. Weh le of Roch ester 
as Conservation Con1mission e"r~ the Sta te of New York 
has lost a competent servant. And it's a los. from which 
conse rvation will need a long time to recover. 

As Commissioner , Mr. Wehle accomplished more in 
a yea r and a half than most of his predeces.ors achieved 
in full terms of oHice, and th ere were tributes through· 
out the state for what he had done. 

i\Ir. Wehle's heart wa s in his work.·He liked the job. 
H e liked what could be done to save fish and game for 
the sportsmen, and their habitant• for the use of wild 
life. 

From here it' s a bit diffi cult to analyze, and there's 
nothing to be gained by such an analysis. Still, Mr. Wehle 
did a job. No analvst can take that away from him. 

"\"'i?henever and wherever conservation is discu3sed. 
the Wehle name long will be remembered a• that of ~ 
man who gave his best; 



(Photos by Dante Tranquille) 

State Officials Examine Site of Proposed Central Adirondacks Park 

State Conservation Commissioner .....L.2.u.J..L 
A . r~ llnds the going tough~ 
miji Y% site of the proposed Central 
Adirondacks State Park. 

Beautiful Nick's Lake, near Old Forge, p lanned as the 
center of summer adlvlty at the projected park, Is admired 
by \VehJe and A. Richard Cohen, Old Forge businessman 
and civic leader. 

Year-around facilities are planned. Blue­
prints are examined by Frank J . Collins,. 
the state's chief budget examiner, Wehle 
a.nd Cohen. (Details Page 1-A.) 



ADLAI E. STEVENSON 

231 So. LASALLE STREET 

CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS 

August 23 , 1956 

Dear Louis : 

Before Estes and I l eave on our firs t campaign trip, 

I want you to know how de epiy grateful I am to you. 

As I said last week, I pledge to you every resource 

of mind and strength that I possess to make your deed a 

good one for our country and for our party. 

The weeks ahead will be hard and long -- but working 

together, I'm confident we'll win . 

AES:JS 

Wehle Gift Boosts Hospital l 1und 
A birthday presentation .by busi­

ness associates to Lo uis A. Wehle, 
president of the Genesee Brewing 
Company, has ad ded $11,500 lo lhe 
Rochester HoSpital F urtd . 

The company's 42 distribu tors 
contributed the gift, which was 
present ed to Wehle ! or his 60th 
birthday at a testimon ial dinner 
last night in Buffalo, where the 
New York Wholesale Beer Dis­
tributors Association is met>ling. 

A dd it ional progress of the $6,940,-
000 fu nd' to brin g Rochester's hos­
pitals up to date was report­
ed at a me eting of lhe s pec ia l gifts 
comm it tee this noon at the Cham­
be r of Commerce . New pledges 
of ~128, 557 were a<ide d, bringi n g the_ 
committee'!:' to tal to $278,8G!"i . 

The Weh1e glft .will be used to 
establ ish an infant ile paralysis 
laboratory, ei ther in Strong Me­
m orial Hospital or in the new 

1North P ark Hospital, of which 

I
Wehle is a d irector , 

In a message of congratulation 
t o the _distribu tors, Theodore C. 
Rriggs and Th om as .J. Hargrave, 
coc ha irmen of the Roc.h ester Holi­
pilal Fund, sn id, ''The para lysis 
la boratory your fund will provide 
in our hospital building program 

Louis A. Wehle receives $11.500 check on his 60th birthday 
from J, A. Coughlin of Elmira. 

w ill serve a~ a. p'ermanent reminder 
to his fellow citizens of Mr. VVehle'~ 
devol~d servire in the fight ag~i nst 
pnlio." 

For lhe past seven .vcar.s, Weh le 
has been state director of the a n ­
nual March <>! D_lme• o! the Na-

tional Foundttlion for Infantile 
Paralysis. 

J . A. Coughlin of Elmira, veteran 
GencR~e. dist ributor, made .the pr~­
sentation. M illon G. Silver, the 
firm's secretary and sales man­
ager, p_r es ided at the dinner. 



SYR.A:CUSE HERALD-Ai>IEmCAN, Sunday, September 2, lD GG 

IWehle Renames Pond 
At Indian Village 

Picture : Page 36 
Louis A. '\Vehle, dethroned conservation commis­

sioner, yesterday dedicated the Farm Pond in Indian Vil­
lage on the State Fair Ground_ 

In so doing he chan·gcd the,. 
name o! the 30 by 60 foot pond to 
Wehle Pond •before an audience [ 
ot Indians, Fair vic:Hors and dig-
nataries. 

Conducts Dedication 
Belore tossing a handful ol 

corn, the Indian's staple food o! 
. bygone days, into the water made 

He said ll was 
11

pleasing" to him murky 1by recent storms, Wehle 
to dedicate the pool because "of said he dedicates the pond to: 
my Jiletime interest in the cause "Almighty God with a prayer-
of conservation." ful hope He will Jook .upon us 

The former commissioner said with favor. 
he hopes the pond will serve as "The Slx Nations - may their 
"an {)Utdoor schoOl to teach com- · people prosper. 

. lng generations the art of good! ••rhe United States of America 
fishing which has been traditional upon whose land this Indian 
among the lndiaJ].s." Reservation has been estalbllshed. 

"To the State of New York,! 
who, through the issuance of a 
federal grant , made fund s avail­
able for the buildings. 

"To the Indian Agricultural So-1 
cicly and to Dr. E. A. Bates o[ 
Cornell University who more 
than any other single individual 
has devoted his time and talents 
to the advancement and Under­
standing of our Indian brethren . ~~ 

Ex-Conscr\'ation Chic! 
Wehle, Rochester sportsman 

and businessman, resigned earlier 
this year after failure of a pheas­
ant rearing project on Grenadier 
Islnnd sparked a departmental 
leud. He was replaced recently by 
Sharon Mauhs of Cobleskill. 

Asked if he had anythink to 
say about the situation, Wehle 
replied, "I would rather not stir 
up any trouble at this time." 

He said, however, he expects 
some fur to !ly when a watchdog 
committee submits its findings re­
garding C o n s e r v at I o n Dept. 
nctivlties. 1 



AVERELL HARRt MAN 

GoVERNOR 

Dear Lou: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

Septembe: 6, 1956 

I am going to be in Rochester on Saturday 
to help kick off the Monroe County campaign. 
Bill Posner tells me he has asked you to stop by 
his house that afternoon. I hope you can make 
it. I am looking forward to seeing you. 

Mr. Louis Wehle 
Genesee Brewing Company 
100 National Street 
Rochester, New York 

Sincerely, 

Th e above letter is result of th e Governor asking for an a{J{Jointment with me, I was 
very much provoked of his lack of support on the pheasant incident. Bill Posner 
phoned and said Governor wanted very much to see me and tour the lilac display in 
the Parks with him, 1 flatly refused, Posner called back and said what are your con­

. ditions to ride with the Governor? 1 replied thirty minutes alonf_ witb him behind 
locked d_oors. He [Jboned back shortly and said everything arranged. You will meet 
him at my house. Well, if ever a Governor got a calling down, he did that day - 1 
threw tbe book at him, and all be did was look at the carpet and made no reply. He 
was thoroughly chastised atld when it was over he go t up and {Jailed me OTl the back 
and said "Louie you are a great fellow. " 



AVE:RE:LL HARRIMAN 

GOVE:RNOR 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAM 8 ER 

ALBANY 

Septembf~ 2f, 1956 

Dear Lou: 

Dan Gutman has sent ·.,e the editorials 
which you sent him Septe• Jer 19. 

I was glad to re·d this material and to 
see that people are ~ ginning to appreciate the 
unselfish and energe ic j ob you did as 
Commissioner. 

With my wa· •, regards, 

Mr. Lo1 .s A. Wehle 
Genesf . Brewing Company 
100 ~ .tional Street 
Roct .ster, New York 

Sincerely, 

TOO LITTLE TOO LATE 



state conserva tion commiss ioner, prcscnfs champion in summer scnes of f1rc dnll 
TO THE VICTORS- LQ\Jis A .... WSJ~! <;; __ , Ridge Volunteer Fire De!J artme1~t, poi~1t 

Wchle trophy to Captain John q ua taert tourneys. F in al drill was held yesterday 
anrl Co-captain Nath an Jllorrall of Greece- at Union Hill , Po int Pleasant winning. 

iGreece-Ridge Firemen 

Capture Championship 
The Rid;;e Runner s of Greece- compe titors and onlookers al ike. 

1
Rid ge Volunteer r:ire Depa rtment One injury was reported as the 

,yesterday cmcr~cd '" champions volunteers dashed through pud­
: of the summer-long tournaments, dies of water and slithered 

I 
bu I. hon ors for the day went to through mud . 
Point P leasant's Pea P ickers. The Greece-Ridge and Point 

In the fin al drill of the year, Pleasan t teams will leave th is 
with Union Hi ll vo lunteers as week for Lake George to compete : 

!
hosts, Point Pleasant with 24 1tz for dr ill honors at the state val- . 
points won over Greece-Rid ge by un tee r firemen convention open- ' 

1a lone point. Th ird place wen t to ing Thursday. Yesterday's sum- 1 

On tario with 21'/z points; fourth, maries: 
Sea Breeze, 9: fifth, West Brigh- niotor Hose C - 1st, Poin t : 
ton, 3 1.2, o'nd sixth, Spencerport, P lesant: 2nd, Sea Breeze; 3rd, ! 
J. ]'enfield and East Roches ter Grccce-Rid~e: 4th, Ont11rio; 5th : 
with new (cams were on hand to \ Vest Briglllon. Time, 24.0. J 

~ pick up experi ence. ~lotor Jlosc 13-l sl, Onlorio; ' 
1 Louis/}.. \Vchlc, sta le con~crva- 1 2nd, Point Pl cas(lnl t~nd (;rcccc- ~ 
II ion cd'tl'l ~11rnil'Tfer , prcsc ntcrl til e tli,lgr, lie; 4th Sea Breeze; 5th, I 
j\VIlrlc (')l;Jmpion:-;llip lr(lpll y lo !)prnccrpnd. Timr, 11.1. I 
i Greece-Ridge. Trophy for bein g Motor Hose ltcptacc mcnt-lsl, ; 
I the most improved team for 1955 Greece-Ridge; 2nd, Point P leas- I 
1 went tn Sea Breeze. T his was a ant; 3rrl, Ontario and West Brigh-

1

. memorial trophy honoring the ton, tic ; 5th, Se11 Breeze. T ime, 
!ale ('lrthur Hcid Sr. , veteran 22.2. 

, memiler of the Point Pleasa nt E fficien cy Replacement - 1st, 

!
Volunteer F ire Departm ent. '!Point P leasant; 2nd, Greece­

T he hazard yes terday wasn 't Ridge; 3rd, Ontario. Time, 35.1. 

I 
the customary spray as contest-! Two in Onc-J s t, Greece-Ridge; 
ants made fast hose conncclionsf2nd, Ontario; 3rd, Point Pleasant. 
- il was lhC! rain thal soak~~fim~-~~.::.~-- --------: 
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